Forming a Committee
(Updated February 9, 2012)

Florida election law has provisions for several types of committees. Persons or organizations
involved in political activity must first determine which type of committee they wish to register
as.

The major types of committees are:

1. Political Committee; or
2. Committee of Continuous Existence; or
3. Electioneering Communications Organization

Political Committee
According to Florida Statute 106.011(1) a Political committee means:

1. A combination of two or more individuals, or a person other than an individual, that, in an
aggregate amount in excess of $500 during a single calendar year:
a. Accepts contributions for the purpose of making contributions to any candidate,
political committee, committee of continuous existence, or political party;
b. Accepts contributions for the purpose of expressly advocating the election or defeat of
a candidate or the passage or defeat of an issue;
c. Makes expenditures that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a candidate or
the passage or defeat of an issue; or
d. Makes contributions to a common fund, other than a joint checking account between
spouses, from which contributions are made to any candidate, political committee,
committee of continuous existence, or political party;
2. The sponsor of a proposed constitutional amendment by initiative who intends to seek the
signatures of registered electors.

A political committee is not an organization whose activities are limited to making expenditures
for electioneering communications or accepting contributions for the purpose of making
electioneering communications. However, the organization is required to register and report
contributions, including those received from committees of continuous existence, and
expenditures in the same manner, at the same time, subject to the same penalties, and with the
same filing officer as a political committee supporting or opposing a candidate or issue contained
in the electioneering communication. If the organization would be required to register and
report with more than one filing officer, the organization shall register and report solely with the
Division of Elections.

Political Committee Handbook

Committee of Continuous Existence

“Committee of continuous existence” means any group, other than a political party, political
committee, or committee of continuous existence, whose election-related activities are limited to
making expenditures for electioneering communications or accepting contributions for the
purpose of making electioneering communications and whose activities would not otherwise
require the group to register as a political party, political committee, or committee of continuous
existence under chapter 106, Florida Statutes (Section 106.011(19), F.S.)


http://election.dos.state.fl.us/publications/pdf/2012/2012_Political_Committee_Handbook.pdf

In order to qualify as a committee of continuous existence, a group, organization, association, or
other entity which is involved in making contributions to candidates, political committees, or
political parties, shall meet the following criteria:

1. It shall be organized and operated in accordance with a written charter or set of bylaws
which contains procedures for the election of officers and directors and which clearly
defines membership in the organization; and

2. At least 25% of the income of such organization, excluding interest, must be derived from
dues or assessments payable on a regular basis by its membership pursuant to provisions
contained in the charter or bylaws.

A CCE may:
1. Contribute to candidates, political committees, other committees of continuous existence,
electioneering communication organizations or political parties. No funds of a committee
of continuous existence shall be expended on behalf of a candidate, except by means of a
contribution made through the duly appointed treasurer of the candidate.
2. Contribute to political committees supporting or opposing issues, but only up to 25% of its
aggregate income, as reflected in the annual report for the previous year.

A committee of continuous existence may not:
1. Make independent expenditures.
2. Make electioneering communications.
3. Support or oppose issued without first registering as a political committee.

Committee of Continuous Existence Handbook

Electioneering Communications Organization

An electioneering communications organization is any group, other than a political party, political
committee, or committee of continuous existence, whose election-related activities are limited to
making expenditures for electioneering communications or accepting contributions for the
purpose of making electioneering communications and whose activities would not otherwise
require the group to register as a political party, political committee, or committee of continuous
existence under chapter 106, Florida Statutes.

Electioneering Communication is defined as any communication publicly distributed by a
television station, radio station, cable television system, satellite system, newspaper, magazine,
direct mail, or telephone that;

1. Refers to or depicts a clearly identified candidate for office without expressly advocating
the election or defeat of a candidate but that is susceptible of no reasonable interpretation
other than an appeal to vote for or against a specific candidate;

2. Is made within 30 days before a primary or special primary election or 60 days before any
other elections for the office sought by the candidate; and

3. Is targeted to the relevant electorate in the geographical area the candidate would
represent if elected.

Electioneering Communications Organization Handbook


http://election.dos.state.fl.us/publications/pdf/2011/2012_CCE_Handbook.pdf
http://election.dos.state.fl.us/publications/pdf/2011/2012_ECO_Handbook.pdf
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