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197.122 Lien of taxes; dates; application.--  

(1) All taxes imposed pursuant to the State Constitution and laws of this state shall be a 
first lien, superior to all other liens, on any property against which the taxes have been 
assessed and shall continue in full force from January 1 of the year the taxes were levied 
until discharged by payment or until barred under chapter 95. All personal property tax 
liens, to the extent that the property to which the lien applies cannot be located in the 
county or to the extent that the sale of the property is insufficient to pay all delinquent 
taxes, interest, fees, and costs due, shall be liens against all other personal property of the 
taxpayer in the county. However, such liens against other personal property shall not apply 
against such property which has been sold, and such liens against other personal property 
shall be subordinate to any valid prior or subsequent liens against such other property. No 
act of omission or commission on the part of any property appraiser, tax collector, board of 
county commissioners, clerk of the circuit court, or county comptroller, or their deputies or 
assistants, or newspaper in which any advertisement of sale may be published shall operate 
to defeat the payment of taxes; but any acts of omission or commission may be corrected 
at any time by the officer or party responsible for them in like manner as provided by law 
for performing acts in the first place, and when so corrected they shall be construed as valid 
ab initio and shall in no way affect any process by law for the enforcement of the collection 
of any tax. All owners of property shall be held to know that taxes are due and payable 
annually and are charged with the duty of ascertaining the amount of current and 
delinquent taxes and paying them before April 1 of the year following the year in which 
taxes are assessed. No sale or conveyance of real or personal property for nonpayment of 
taxes shall be held invalid except upon proof that:  

(a) The property was not subject to taxation;  

(b) The taxes had been paid before the sale of personal property; or  

(c) The real property had been redeemed before the execution and delivery of a deed based 
upon a certificate issued for nonpayment of taxes.  

 


