
Volusia Growth Management Commission 
 

MEETING MINUTES FOR 
REGULAR MEETING HELD 
Wednesday, March 25, 2009 

 
County Council Chambers 

Thomas C. Kelly Administration Center 
123 W. Indiana Avenue 

DeLand, FL 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT                                  REPRESENTING
 
Joan Spinney, Chair       South Daytona 
Gerald Brandon, Vice Chairman     Ormond Beach 
Steve Katz, Secretary       DeLand 
Richard Walton       Daytona Beach 
Terry Griffiths        Daytona Beach Shores 
Danny Allen        DeBary 
Sandy Lou Gallagher       Deltona 
Sandy Jones        Edgewater 
John Heaphy        Holly Hill 
Roger Sonnenfeld       Lake Helen 
Rick Tresher        New Smyrna Beach 
James Kerr        Orange City 
Billy Carter   Absent     Pierson 
Patricia Heller-Jackson      Ponce Inlet 
Bobby Ball        Port Orange 
Sandra Walters       Volusia County                                              
Rachel Sieg        Volusia County 
Dwight Lewis        Volusia County 
John Nelson        Volusia County 
Kenneth Kuhar       Volusia County 
 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS      REPRESENTING 
 
Sara Lee Morrissey  (not present)    Volusia Co. School Board 
Peter Brown   (not present)    SJRWMD 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Paul Chipok, GrayRobinson, P.A. 
Barry Wilcox, MSCW 
Merry Chris Smith, VGMC Coordinator 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
VGMC Chair Joan Spinney called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.   
 
Chair Spinney welcomed new member Terry Griffiths representing the City of Daytona Beach 
Shores. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call was taken and it was determined there was a quorum present.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Gerald Brandon made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 
25, 2009; seconded by Rachel Sieg.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1) Consideration of Request from Volusia County for a Waiver of the 90-day Rule, VGMC 
Case No. 08-079,  Large Scale Amendment Application   
 
There were no questions or comments concerning the request. 
 
Steve Katz made a motion to approve the County of Volusia request for a waiver of the 90-day 
rule for VGMC Case No. 08-079; seconded by Dwight Lewis.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REMARKS OF INTERESTED CITIZENS
 
None 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
 
None 
 
REPORTS FROM CONSULTANTS   
 
Legal Update:  Mr. Chipok provided an update on the Partin matter.  Most recently, Mr. Chipok 
stated we received an order from the 5th DCA on March 17, 2009 directing that the respondent, 
which is Partin, to file a response to the petition by April 13, 2009 and that there will be no 
further extensions granted.  He stated the City and Partin had previously been in settlement 
discussions, however, he is not aware of any final settlement documents. 
 
Planning Update:  Mr. Wilcox provided a brief pending case update, adding that we currently 
have approximately 11 cases.  He also indicated that we are expecting a new application from the 



VGMC Minutes 
Meeting of March 25, 2009 
Page 3 of 5 
 
 
City of Port Orange relating to an amendment which was previously submitted in 2006.  Mr. 
Wilcox stated the application is likely to be fairly contentious.      
 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
POP Committee:  POP Committee Chairman Gerald Brandon stated the POP Committee met 
again prior to the regular meeting and are still in the process of evaluating.  He stated the 
committee is coming very close to completing their draft recommendations and hope to present 
those to the full commission at the April meeting.  Thereafter, a public hearing will be scheduled 
and the final draft amendment recommendations will follow.  Mr. Brandon stated he hopes it will 
be finalized by June so that they may then transmit to the county for consideration and adoption.  
Chair Spinney complimented Mr. Brandon, the POP committee members and staff, adding that a 
significant amount of time and effort has gone into this process and we’ve come a long way with 
it. 
 
Budget Committee:    Budget Committee Chairman Steve Katz stated at the last meeting the 
commission discussed adding an additional $25,000 litigation contingency since it was 
confirmed by Mr. Chipok that this contingency was not included in the submitted budget 
estimate.  Mr. Katz stated the budget committee is recommending this amount be included as a 
separate line item to the budget.  Ms. Smith will check with the county budget analyst to 
determine how that can be handled. 
 
Mr. Katz also reported that the committee is recommending that postage be reduced from the 
proposed $2,500, to a total of $1,553, since many of the members have the capability to receive 
documentation electronically.  Additionally, he stated the committee is recommending that since 
development is down, there would likely be less public hearings resulting in lower legal ad costs.  
He stated the committee has recommended a $20,000 legal ad budget instead of the proposed 
$25,000.    
 
Overall, Mr. Katz stated that exclusive of the $25,000 litigation contingency being proposed, by 
reducing the postage and legal ad budgets, the total proposed budget would be $316,500 which is 
approximately 3% lower than last year’s budget.  With the $25,000 litigation contingency, the 
total proposed budget will be $341,000 which Mr. Katz stated is the motion and second from the 
budget committee. 
 
Chair Spinney asked if the committee revisited the issue relating to member travel 
reimbursement.  Mr. Katz stated the committee did discuss that and recommended leaving the 
budget as currently proposed which reimburses members $25/meeting attended. 
 
Mr. Brandon commented in opposition of reducing the member travel reimbursement from $35 
to $25, adding that gas prices are again on the rise.   
 
General discussion ensued relating to whether or not the litigation contingency should be listed 
as a separate line item when the budget is submitted. 
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Commissioner Nelson commented in support of showing the litigation contingency as a separate 
object code.  He stated that contract services are expected legal costs, and he felt it is correct 
accounting for the litigation contingency to be segregated from the contract services account.   
 
Getting back to the member travel reimbursement, Ms. Smith reported that a reduction in the 
reimbursement from $35/meeting to $25/meeting would result in an approximate budget savings 
of $2,100. 
 
Mr. Katz stated the motion and second which came out of the budget committee included three 
changes to the proposed budget:  1) add a $25,000 litigation contingency; 2) reduce the legal ad 
budget to $20,000; and 3) reduce the postage budget to $1,553 – resulting in a total proposed 
budget of $341,500. 
 
Chair Spinney asked what rationale was used for reducing the legal ad budget.  Mr. Katz 
responded that the committee discussed that development activity has been reduced and it is 
anticipated this will result in less scheduled public hearings. 
 
General discussion ensued relating to the member reimbursements and whether the payments 
relate to time, travel, mileage, etc.  Commissioner Lewis stated it needs to be determined 
specifically what it’s for.  Chair Spinney and Commissioner Brandon stated it is a flat rate travel 
reimbursement.  
 
Mr. Katz suggested the commission vote on the motion and second from the budget committee.  
He reiterated the motion is to 1) add a $25,000 litigation contingency, 2) reduce legal ads to 
$20,000, and 3) reduce postage to $1,553, for a total budget request of $341,000. 
 
Following a roll call vote, there were 11 members in favor of the motion, and 8 members 
opposed.  [NOTE:  While it was initially understood that the motion carried, following the 
meeting it was determined that per the Volusia County Charter, a 2/3 vote of the commission is 
required in order to adopt a budget.  Therefore, the motion failed and the commission will 
reconsider the budget at the next regular meeting.] 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
REPORTS AND REQUESTS OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 
None 
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REPORTS AND REQUEST OF COMMISSION CHAIR 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Attest:                                                               Chairman 






