
 

 

VOLUNTEER JOB DESCRIPTION 

 
TITLE:  Shorebird Steward  
LOCATION: Volusia County, Florida 
REPORT TO: Jennifer Winters, Volusia Shorebird Partnership Coordinator 
 
 
OVERVIEW OF POSITION 

Shorebirds and seabirds face many challenges in Florida, especially when they are breeding since they lay their nests 

directly on sandy beaches with little protection. Although they are well camouflaged, the eggs and adults are very 

vulnerable to disturbances, especially when people don’t know the birds are there. Fortunately, there are many 

dedicated organizations and individuals throughout the state diligently working to protect Florida's amazing diversity of 

shorebirds and seabirds. Weekends, especially long holiday weekends, can be disastrous for nesting shorebirds and 

seabirds since the level of disturbance from people, pets, and vehicles is often higher than usual. Under these 

circumstances, signs posted around nest areas may not be enough to keep them protected from disturbance. At some 

heavily used recreational locations it will require the watchful eyes of bird stewards to help keep sites fully protected by 

educating nearby recreationists. Volusia County has proudly partnered with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWC) Shorebird Alliance program in efforts to monitor for nesting sites and to help ensure they are 

protected. Volunteers must attend a training class and be approved as a volunteer by FWC. FWC is the agency which you 

will be volunteering for along with Volusia County staff direction. Stewards are predominantly used to help with 

educating at nesting sites. However, there are opportunities to assist with monitoring and/or marking nest areas. 

SPECIFIC TASKS 

1. Minimize disturbance to nests. 
2. Educate public about the need to protect beach-nesting birds and the sites they depend on. 

 
TIME REQUIRED 

Where and when bird stewards will be needed is not fully determined until the birds have started nesting. After the 

nests and colonies are located and posted, bird stewards begin their watches- in general, at sites on busy beaches during 

the weekends. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

1. The desire and motivation to protect shorebirds and seabirds. 
2. Basic shorebird identification skills are desired but not required. 
3. The ability to work independently and in a team setting. 
4. The ability to become knowledgeable of nesting activity. 
5. Excellent communication skills. 
6. Ability to work in the field where light exertion to moderate exertion is possible. 

 



AGE REQUIREMENTS 

Must be 18 years of age. May be 16 years of age if adult is present.  

EXPERIENCE 

Prior shorebird identification experience is beneficial but not required. 

TRAINING REQUIRED 

On the job training will be provided. 

LENGTH OF COMMITMENT 

Where and when bird stewards will be needed is not fully determined until the birds have started nesting. After the 

nests and colonies are located and posted, bird stewards begin their watches- in general, at sites on busy beaches during 

the weekends. 

BENEFITS TO VOLUNTEER 

1. Learn about local shorebirds and seabirds. 
2. Satisfaction of knowing how important your role is in minimizing negative impacts to shorebirds and seabirds. 
3. Meet people who share a common interest and goal to protect the environment and wildlife. 
4. Students can use volunteer hours for graduation requirements. 
5. Great addition to resume! 


