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Volusia County |

FELORIDA

Memorandum

To: Charter Review Commission ,
From: Daniel D. Eckert, County Attorney : i
Date: June 11, 2008 |

Re: Structure of government committes proposed ;lamendments:
1) County council membership and voting;

|
2) County council compensation |
|
|

Attached are drafts of the structure committee’s charter proposais.




AMENDMENT NO.

The title and hallot question shall be as follows. |

. I
Cou NCIL MEMBERSHIP AND VOTING
|
Shatl the Volusia County Home Rule Charter be aménded to
aliminate an at-large county council member, establish a six

member council and provide that the county chair's vute shall
prevail on a tie? |

i
YES - FOR APPROVAL |
NO - AGAINST APPROVAL |

|
The propesed amendment, in full, shall read as follows: |
|
|

The Volusia County Home Rule Charter, Chapter 70-968, Laws of Flarida

(Sp. Acts), as previpusly amended, shall be further amended i |n pertinent part
as follows: |

{Except as provided herein or as otherwise pmwded by -
separate amendment, provisions of the Charter not shuwn are

not ameanded.) I

{Woards n strockthrough type are deletions; wurds in
underscored type are additions.) |

Sec. 301. Composition. I
The council shall be composed of six five members and the
county chair. There shall be five council districts. Each:district
shall elect one council member. Ene-cotrei-membershaitbe
elected-attarge: The county chair shall be elected at large.

Section 301.3 2 County Chalr. I

The county chair shall be elected for a term of four years in
which the numbears ara multiples of fouir.
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Sec. 303.5. Limitation of tanure. !

1
No person may appear on the ballat for re-slaction as:a district
council member, atiarge-counctmemmiveror county chalr if by
the end of the curent term of office, the persan will have

servad {or, but for resignation, would have served)in that office
for eight consecutive years, |

Sac. 307.1 The county chair. li

|
The office of the county chair shall have all qulSdIEtIﬂn and

powers which are naw and which hereafter may be g ranted to
it by the Constitution and laws of Florida provided that such
powers shall be exercised in a manner consistent with this
charter. The county chair, in addition to the powers and duties
pravided by this charter, shall have the specific p:nwers and
duties to: |
|
1. Serve as the official and ceremonial
representative of the govemment. II
2. Issue proclamations on behaf of the
government, which shall be reported to the
county council upon issuance.

3. Preside as chair of and in all other respects
participate in the meetings of the county council
and have an equal vote on all questions mmlng
before it. i

4. Execute ordinances, resolutions and other
autharized documents of the government. I

5. Serve ex-officio as the county government's
representative, and appoint others ta servein the
county chair's stead, on other bodies external to,
county government. |

i

8. Serve as the county council representative, and.
appoint county council members to serve in the
county chair's stead, on other bedies internal to

county government.
7. Cast tie breaking votes as provided in section L
308. f
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1
The county council shall elect at its first meeting in Jhnuar-,r a
council member to serve at its pleasurs for a ong-yearterm as
vice chair of the county council to preside in the temporary
absence, disqualification or disability of the county:chair at
county council meetings and perform other duties EBSIgan by
the county chair. The power to cast a tie hreaking vote shall
not extend to the vice chair., |

|
1
I
I
]

Saction 307. Powers.

The council shall have all jurisdiction and powers whlch are
now and which hereafter may be granted to it!by the
Constitution and laws of Florida provided that such'powers
shall be exercised in a manner consistent with this charter. The
council, in addition to the powers and duties provided in this
charter, shall have tha specific powers and gduties ta::

{1)  Appoint and remove by a two-thirds {2/3) vote c.-f

the full council an-el-remwe—by—a—mawnfy—wte—af
the-fulbeouneit; the county manager.

{2)  Adopt such ordinances as may be necessary to
carry out both eounty and municipal powers and
pUrposes. .

I

{3) Reviewthe budgetary requestsincluding salariels_
and make the final budgetary determinaticns and
appropriations fer all county gmrernmental
operations including, but not limited to county
management, all administrative depardments of
the government, the judicial system, adjustment
boards and special authorities and tax districts
which request a portion of the millage levied for
county purposes under the Constitution of
Fiorida or such other millage as may be levied by
the county for municipal service districts
excepting the school system. :

{(4)  Adopt, amend and repeal an administrative code
by a two-thirds {2/3) vote of tha full council.

{2} In addition to the state audit provided by Jaw,g
shall cause an annual independent post-audit by
a certified public accountant of any and all:



|
govarnment  operations of the ¢charter

gavernment. i

|

L

(6} Adopt and amend a ment system which shall
include a salary schedule for all personnel in

accordance with the provisicns of this charter 5

(7y  Adopt by atwo-thirds (2/3) vote of the full -::::uncﬂ
such rules of parliamentary procedures as shall

be necessary for the orderly transaction of the .
business of the council. | '

: |

(8)  The council shall designate which officers and
employees shall be bonded and shall fix the
amount and approve the form of the bond. i

(9}  Appoint and remove by a twethirds (2/3) vote D‘I‘ :
tha full council aﬂd—rerr'rave-by—a-majﬁﬁtrvate—of !
the—futteotmeit; the county attorney. | ;

I
I

Section 308. Leglislative procedures. | !

Tha council may take official action only by the ado};tiﬂn of !
ordinances, resolutions or mations. Except as otherwise
provided by this charter, all ordinances, resolutions or n'IDtIOI'lS
shall be adopted by majority vote in accordance WIth the
provigions of the Congtitution and laws of Florida, A ma]ﬂnt‘f of
the full council shall constitute a quorum and shall be reqmrad :
to adopt, amend or repeal any ordinance. A majority nf those :
present shall be required to adopt, amend or repeal a
rasolution or motion under the terms cf this prawsrr:lm All
mermbers in attendance, including the chairnran or prssldlng
officer, shall vote on all council actions, J_n_thg_eg&nj_qf_a_ﬂg
vole of the council, the side on which the county chair voled
hali be deem revail and {o constitute 3 majarity

|
|
|

Section 310, Transitional provision.

The county council shall include the member at large elected
- , I
completed a four year term or sooner shall have vacated
office. As long as the council shall consist of seven members:
the chair shall not have the power and duty to cast 3 tie
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breaking vote; and the council shall have the powsr élnd duty
o remove the county manager and the county atterney by
majority wote of the full council. This section shall stand
repealed on January 1, 2011 ’

|

I
|
“|
i
|
b
1
1
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AMENDMENT NO.
The title and ballot question shall be as follows:

COUNTY COUNCIL COMPENSATION
increase county council member compensation?

I
|
|
Shaill the Volusia County Home Rule Charter be aménded to
I
YES - FOR APPROVAL |
NO - AGAINST APPFROVAL

The proposed amendment, in full, shall read as follows: ||
The Wolusia County Home Rule Charter, Chapter 70-966, L'aws of Florida

{Sp. Acts), as previously amanded, shall be furtheramended i |n pertinent part
as follows:

i
{(Except as provided herein or as otherwise provi‘ded by

separate amendment, provisions of the Charter not shﬂwn are
not amended.}

{Words in stusiktbrodsh type are  deletions: wcr'ds in

underscared fype are additions.) I

|
ARTICLE Il LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - COUNTY COUNCIL.

Sec. 304, Compensation. :

The salary of a council member shall be 58 60 peroent of that
prescribed by law for the office of county commissioner. The
salary for the county chair shall be 62 100 percent Inf that
prescribed by law for the office of county cnmmlsslnner The
salarias shall constitute full compensation for all semces and
in-county expenses, except that out-of-county Expenses as
permitted by law, shall be authorized. i

i
:
1
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