
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Volusia County Protocol for Building, Tree Removal, and Wetland 

Alteration Permits on Parcels of Property that May Contain Scrub Jays.* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Volusia County Environmental Management determines whether 
the applicant’s parcel falls within the official mapped  

scrub-jay habitat. 

 

Applicant applies for a Volusia County Building, Tree 
Removal, or Wetland Alteration Permit that results 

in disturbance to soils and/or vegetation. 

*Vo
created 

 
 
 
 

If the parcel falls inside the 
mapped Landcover with 

Florida scrub-jays:  “Track 
A” will apply. 
(See attached.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lusia County, in cooperation with the Uni
a system that will notify permit applicants

Federal Endangered Species Act wit
If the parcel falls outside the mapped 
landcover with Florida scrub-jays and 

falls within scrub natural communities:  
• “Track B-1” will apply for all 

commercial properties, new 
subdivisions, and single family 
residences greater than 1 acre;   

• “Track B-2” will apply for single 
family residences of one acre or 
less. 
ted States Fish and Wildlife Service, has 
 how to avoid activities that may violate the 
h regards to Florida scrub-jays. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Parcels Inside Areas Identified as Landcover with Florida Scrub-jays** 
 

This protocol will apply to all parcels that require Volusia County Environmental Management (VCEM) review. 

TRACK A 

 
 
      

Volusia County Environmental Management (VCEM) conducts site visit and determines if site is exempt from 
further scrub-jay review (based on prior legally permitted activities).  

      Exempt      Not Exempt     ----OR----    Not Exempt 
 
 

 Applicant must hire a qualified biological consultant to conduct a Florida 
scrub-jay survey following federal protocol (between March 1 and 

October 31) and submit results to VCEM.  An Urban Scrub-jay Survey is 
required for single family residential lots of one acre or less. 

 

 
 
 

Applicant chooses to contact United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service and enter Habitat 

Conservation Plan Process. 

 
 
 
 

Scrub-jay survey indicates parcel is 
occupied by scrub-jays. 

Scrub-jay survey indicates parcel 
is not occupied by scrub-jays.  

 
 
 
 

Volusia County will notify applicant and the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service of the scrub-jay survey results.  

 
 
 
 

Applicant must contact United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service to begin Federal permit process.  

 
 
 
 

Applicant provides VCEM with written authorization from United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service to proceed with development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If all other Volusia County requirements are met, VCEM may issue permits. 

 
**Map entitled “Landcover with Florida Scrub-jays” is on file at 123 W. Indiana Ave., Room 202, DeLand, FL 32720 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Parcels Outside Areas Mapped as Landcover with Florida  
Scrub-jays and within Scrub Natural Communities*** 

 

This protocol will apply to all parcels that require Volusia County Environmental Management (VCEM) review. 

TRACK B - 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Commercial 

 

New 
sub-divisions 

Single family residential 
lot greater than one acre 
Applicant must hire a qualified consultant to conduct a biological assessment
pursuant to standard Volusia County requirements.   
 

Biological assessment 
indicates parcel does not 

contain scrub habitat. 
 
 

***Map entitled "Scrub Natural Communities” is on file at 123 W. 

Applicant must hire a qualified biologica
Scrub-jay Survey following federal protoc
submit results to VCEM. 

Scrub-jay survey indicates parcel 
is not occupied by scrub-jays. 

Scru

Volusia County w
Fish and Wildlife

Applicant must c
Service t

Applicant pro
authorization from

to p

If all other Volusia County requirements are me
Biological assessment 
indicates parcel 

contains scrub habitat.
 

Indiana Ave., Room 202, DeLand, FL  32720 

l consultant to conduct a five-day Florida 
ol (between March 1 and October 31) and 

b-jay survey indicates parcel 
is occupied by scrub-jays. 

ill notify applicant and the United States 
 Service of the scrub-jay survey results. 

ontact United States Fish and Wildlife 
o begin Federal permit process. 

vides Volusia County with written 
 United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
roceed with development. 

t, VCEM may issue permits. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Parcels Outside Areas Mapped as Landcover with Florida  
Scrub-jays and within Scrub Natural Communities*** 

 

This protocol will apply to all parcels that require Volusia County Environmental Management (VCEM) review. 

TRACK B - 2 

 
Single family residential 

lot one acre or less 
 
 
 
 
 

VCEM visits site year round for tree or wetland permit inspection and 
plays recorded Florida scrub-jay vocalizations.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Scrub-jays are observed on-site at 
the time of the inspection. 

Scrub-jays are not observed on-
site at the time of the inspection. 

         ----OR----  
 Applicant chooses to 

enter Habitat 
Conservation Plan 

Process. 

Applicant must hire a qualified biological 
consultant to conduct an Urban Florida 

Scrub-jay Survey following federal protocol 
(between March 1 and October 31) and 

submit results to VCEM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

Scrub-jay survey indicates parcel 
is occupied by scrub-jays. 

Scrub-jay survey indicates parcel 
is not occupied by scrub-jays. 

 Volusia County will notify applicant and the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service of the 

scrub-jay survey results. 
 
 
 
 

Applicant must contact United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service to begin Federal permit process. 

 
 
 
 Applicant provides Volusia County with written authorization from 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service to proceed with development.  
 
 
 

 
If all other Volusia County requirements are met, VCEM may issue permits. 

 

***Map entitled "Scrub Natural Communities” is on file at 123 W. Indiana Ave., Room 202, DeLand, FL  32720 


