Drought-resistant lawns

Pqnpll.-nh-n m“m:prhiiuihrl short
while each day are keeping only the top few inches
4 of soil wet. Their plants develop shallow roois to
o use this water at the soil surface. But what happens
when water is not available for a few days?

Water deeply and infrequently
& much better strategy o 1o water desply and infreguently,
This forces plants to develop their roots downward, forming
an expansive deepreaching raot hall, This makes for
a healthy drought-résistant lawn.
How often is “infreguently™?
Vilusia County's current 2-day a week watering rastrictions fit
weell with University of Florida Extension recommendations. If
weatering is done to the correct depth, two days a week should
be adeguate excent during the period of establishment when
plarts need miore frequent water, Inowinter when plant growth
slows or stops, watering every weelk or two weeks 5 enough.
How deep is “deeply”?
Waater enough to wet 18 inches of soil
ithe full root zone for turfgrass).
Towet 18 inches of soil, with the sandy soils of our area, apply
142 1o 273 inch of water with each irrigation

cu? the system g

To know how long to run your particular sprinkler
system to apply that amount, calibrate your
sprinkler system [(by the tuna can calibration

method on the reverse sidel.



Tuna can calibration

Do the following for each zone. Place shallow
cans or straight-sided glasses between and
around each sprinkier. Mote the time and turn
on the sprinklers for 15 minutes. Turn off the
sprinklers and check the cans.
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Measure the depth of water.

i It is already 142 10 243 inch, then your run time is 15 minutes.
If the level of water in the cans is less, note the time and start
the process again adding to the time until you get the reguired
amount af water in the cans, Note any cans that are getting
lass water than the rest, and look for problems with the
sprinklers in that area, Check for leaks as part
of this process. Replace leaky spray heads.

Other lawn health tips
Fertilization matters

rertilize your lawn only twice ayear, in fall and spring.
rverfertilizing causes plants to need morewater,
Consult UF. Extension for further information.

Mowing
Keep your mower blades sharp to avoid leaving jagged
eaf blades, that make grass plants susceptible to disease
Lef your mosver Ta the highestgetting.
Longer leaf blades allaw dt‘Lp-'Ll‘ roeols,

Install your rain sensor; device
Owerveatering by watering in the rain ;aufes disease prablems
and growth of dollarveed other weads,
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