
Green    -    Normal day to day operations. 
 

Yellow   -     Conditions warrant a heightened level of readiness.  All off duty Ca-
reer Firefighters shall provide all pager, cell, or landline numbers if ap-
plicable to which they can be contacted.  If these numbers are to re-
main constant, they are excused from the daily call-in.  The call in con-
sists of land lining Station 15 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and no 
later than 10:00 a.m. and again in the afternoon starting at 1:30 p.m. 
and no later than 3:00 p.m. each day. Personnel on leave and/or out 
of town, shall provide a telephone number where they can be reached 
if necessary.  All pre-approved out of county training is to be re-
approved by the Operations Chief. 

 
Red      -      All leaves are cancelled due to the condition of the Emergency Status.  

Shift status may be changed to meet the needs of the emergency. 
                

All drivers shall maintain control of the vehicle that they are operating in such a manner 
as to provide the maximum level of safety for both their passengers and the general pub-
lic. Apparatus drivers should be aware that civilian vehicle operators might not react in 
the manner that is expected or felt to be appropriate. An attempt should be made to have 
“avoidance” option(s) available when passing or overtaking vehicles. If another vehicle 
operator fails to yield the right of way to an apparatus, the apparatus driver cannot force 
the right-of-way, nor assume the right-of-way. Therefore, you do not have the right-of-
way until the other vehicle yields to you.  
 
The apparatus driver shall be aware of his/her rate of closure on other vehicles and pe-
destrians at all times to make sure that a safe following distance is established and main-
tained. All drivers shall follow the rule for safe following distance and allow one (1) sec-
ond of following distance for every ten (10) feet of vehicle length for speed under 40 
mph and add one (1) additional second for each ten (10) mph for speeds over 40 
mph, plus additional time for inclement weather and traffic conditions.  
 
For example, the driver of a fire engine, which is approximately 30 to 32 feet in 
length, shall maintain a safe following distance of 3 seconds if they are traveling at 
30 mph (1 second x 3 (30 feet long) = 3 seconds).  If, however, the driver of a fire 
engine was traveling at 50 mph, he would leave a safe following distance of 6 sec-
onds (initial 1 second + 1 second for traveling of 40 mph) x 3 (30 feet long) = 6 sec-
onds). 
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Station Safety Violation (42) 
Fire doors in several of the stations are still being blocked open.  Fire doors 
shall be closed at all times.  Life Safety Codes apply to the Fire Service too. 

Fight fire aggressively, but 
provide for safety first. 
Initiate all action based on cur-
rent and expected fire behav-
ior. 
Recognize current weather 
conditions and obtain fore-
casts. 
Ensure instructions are given 
and understood. 
 
Obtain current information on 
status. 
Remain in communication 
with crewmembers, your su-
pervisor, and adjoining forces. 
Determine safety zones and 
escape routes. 
Establish lookouts in poten-
tially hazardous situations. 
Remain in control at all times. 
Stay alert, keep calm, act deci-
sively.     
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Dispersion level Chart 

• Dispersion Range 0-40 is 
stable air, low fire intensity, 
less long range spotting. 

• Dispersion Range 41-70 is 
moderate unstable air, in-
creased fire intensity and 
long range spotting. 

• Dispersion Range 70+ is 
unstable air, high amount of 
upper lifting, intense fire 
activity, potential for long 
range spotting  and plume 
dominated wildfires. 
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