
Green    -    Normal day to day operations. 
 

Yellow   -     Conditions warrant a heightened level of readiness.  All off duty Ca-
reer Firefighters shall provide all pager, cell, or landline numbers if ap-
plicable to which they can be contacted.  If these numbers are to re-
main constant, they are excused from the daily call-in.  The call in con-
sists of land lining Station 15 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and no 
later than 10:00 a.m. and again in the afternoon starting at 1:30 p.m. 
and no later than 3:00 p.m. each day. Personnel on leave and/or out 
of town, shall provide a telephone number where they can be reached 
if necessary.  All pre-approved out of county training is to be re-
approved by the Operations Chief. 

 
Red      -      All leaves are cancelled due to the condition of the Emergency Status.  

Shift status may be changed to meet the needs of the emergency. 
                

A large percentage of firefighter injuries and property damage claims oc-
cur while participating in routine and non-routine activities at or around 
the station.  Observing proper safety practices and adopting positive 
safety attitudes can prevent these injuries and claims. 
 
Station Maintenance 
Many firefighter injuries can be avoided through complete station mainte-
nance, practices and policies.  Efforts should be made to keep apparatus 
and station floors free from slippery substances and obstructions: water, 
oil, hydraulic fluid, etc.  The floors should be mopped up wherever accu-
mulations appear, especially at the walkways around and between appara-
tus. 
 
Ground Maintenance 
Safety precautions shall be observed when using ground maintenance 
equipment such as mowers, trimmers, and edgers . 
1. The blade guard on power equipment should be serviced and in 

proper position for the intended use before operation. 
2. Safety goggles should be available for all firefighters doing lawn 

maintenance.  Firefighters are to wear these goggles to provide eye 
protection from rocks, twigs, and other propelled objects when us-
ing power equipment. 

3. When trimming or pruning trees and bushes, gloves may be neces-
sary to provide adequate hand protection. 

4. Earplugs should be worn when operating power equipment, such 
as edgers, blowers, mowers and trimmers.   

5. Do not use defective equipment, nor equipment  with safety de-
vices that have been removed or disabled.  Have equipment re-
paired or replaced. 

6. Obtain operational and safety training as needed.  Read manufac-
turer manuals and implement recommendations. Identify and read 
all safety labels on equipment from the manufacturer. 

 

Fight fire aggressively, but 
provide for safety first. 
Initiate all action based on cur-
rent and expected fire behav-
ior. 
Recognize current weather 
conditions and obtain fore-
casts. 
Ensure instructions are given 
and understood. 
 
Obtain current information on 
status. 
Remain in communication 
with crewmembers, your su-
pervisor, and adjoining forces. 
Determine safety zones and 
escape routes. 
Establish lookouts in poten-
tially hazardous situations. 
Remain in control at all times. 
Stay alert, keep calm, and act 
decisively.     
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Dispersion level Chart 

• Dispersion Range 0-40 is 
stable air, low fire intensity, 
less long range spotting. 

• Dispersion Range 41-70 is 
moderate, unstable air, in-
creased fire intensity and 
long range spotting. 

• Dispersion Range 70+ is 
unstable air, high amount of 
upper lifting, intense fire 
activity, potential for long 
range spotting  and plume 
dominated wildfires. 
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Hearing protections shall be worn. 

• When using mowers, trimmers, blowers and edgers. 

• During daily equipment check of generators on ap-
paratus, Hurst compressors, pony pumps on brush 
units, chain saws, K-12 saws, etc. 

• For all open cab jump seats. 

• Riding non-air conditioned tankers, while respond-
ing to emergency calls. 

• While pumping water. 

• While driving a brush attack unit.  Driver will leave 
windshield closed until unit has arrived on scene. 

 

Using the following lifting Techniques : 

• Use your legs to lift-bend your knees 

• Keep your back straight 

• Do not twist your body while lifting 

• Reposition your feet to avoid twisting 

• To lift heavy objects, get your body as close to the 
object as possible. 

• Heavy objects should ideally be stored approximately 
waist level to prevent unnecessary lifting.  Do not 
attempt to lift or carry more than you can easily han-
dle.  When necessary, get help. 

• When on scene of a call, use the patient handling 
pad with straps when possible. 

• Try to push items on floor if possible.  Pulling objects 
is more difficult and may result in injuries. 

 

The  Vapor barrier liner and thermal barrier  of this structural per-
sonal protective equipment (P.P.E.) was exposed to ultra violet 
light, which left this  P.P.E  in effective.  In this condition, this P.P.E 
will not protect a firefighter. 

•  Assure all structural firefighting gear is not stored in sunlight. 

• Do not leave firefighting gear on bay floors were sunlight        
may be exposed to ultra violet light. 

• Do not hang dry wet structural P.P.E in the sunlight, 
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Ultra V iolet l ight can and will  destroy f iref ighting gear  

• Engine damaged during struc-
ture fire. 

•  Damage to bay door 

• TRT boat damaged 

• Portable radio battery damaged 

• Engine backed in to bay door 

• Engine stuck 

• Batt 10 stuck 

• Engine pulled in to bay door 

• Damage to bunker pants 

Worker compensation claims 

• Back injury 

• Knee injury 

• Insect bite 

The Safety committee met at station 
42 on 8-29-05, at 15:00 hrs. The 
committee reviewed 12 liability 
claims and 3 workman compensa-
tion claims.   

Liability 

• Damaged Hurst hose 

• Lost fuel key 

• Self Contain Breathing Appara-
tus mask damaged 

B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D E R /

Safety Committee meeting  


