Definitions of Housing Targeted to Homeless Individuals

Emergency Shelter: (As defined by HUD): Any facility whose primary purpose is to provide
temporary or transitional shelter for the homeless in general or for specific populations of the
homeless for a period of 90 days or less. Supportive services may or may not be provided in
addition to the provision of shelter.

Permanent Supportive Housing (As defined by HUD - in terms of their programs). Permanent
housing for homeless persons with disabilities is another type of supportive housing. It is long-
term community-based housing, which includes supportive services for homeless persons with
disabilities. The intent of this type of supportive housing is to enable this special needs
population to live as independently as possible in a permanent setting. The supportive services
may be provided by the organization managing the housing or coordinated by the applicant and
provided by other public or private service agencies.

Transitional Housing: A type of supportive housing used to facilitate the movement of
homeless individuals and families to permanent housing. Generally, homeless persons may live
in transitional housing for up to 24 months and receive supportive services that enable them to
live more independently. The supportive services may be provided by the organization
managing the housing or coordinated by them and provided by other public or private agencies.
Transitional housing can be provided in one structure or several structures, at one site or in
multiple structures at scattered sites.



