.  
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Today's date is October 15,  2015. This is the public participation  section of the Volusia County council  meeting. We do have some speakers  this morning.  These young children up front, we  have -- for those people listening  to us on the internet, we have three  young children here. You're here  to learn about government today?  
They are.  
They are.  
They want to watch all the action.  
Okay. All right. Well, you guys  don't go anywhere. We'll have --  there's going to be a little question  and answer period afterwards. So  study hard. There's always a test.  The young lady there in the front  just shook her head.  
All right. We're going to get  to business. Duane  DeFries, you are here. Good morning,  Duane. Also, is this OK Jackson?  Okay. You'll be second.  Then we will have past council  member Ms. Pat Northey will be third.  And Marcy--  
We're together.  
Oh, you're together, so you don't  want to speak? [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  Very well.  Mr. DeFries.  
Good morning.  
Please state your name and address  for the record and you will have  3 minutes.  
Duane DeFries, 200 Deland  avenue, Indian Atlantic in Brevard  county. I'm here to introduce myself  formally to the council. On October  1, I took over as executive director  of the Indian River Lagoon program.  The council is in the process of  transferring the national  estuary program to us. What I wanted  to do today was just let you know  how much I appreciated the time  you spent with  me in my job transition. Your insights  and information was superhelpful  as I prepared for this position,  and also wanted to let you know  that I am here to serve you. And  so you will see me on a regular  basis as we get staff  and move forward, looking forward  to working with your staff and you  individually, as well as the citizens  to advance protection, management,  and restoration of the Indian River  Lagoon. So  thank you very much.  
Thank you very much, Mr. DeFries.  
Miss OK Jackson, you are  next. For the record, could you  -- you need to state your name and  address, and if you would also  introduce these young children with  you here today.  
I certainly will. I am OK  Jackson, 465 river road, Oakhill.  These are my grandchildren.  This is  Devon, Amanda, Simon, my daughter  Georgia, and my granddaughter here  is going to handout a little pact  of information to each and every  one of you.  
Okay. Amanda, you will have to  walk  over to Ms. Summer Ford and she  has to put it in the record and  then they will hand it all to us.  Okay. You have 3 minutes.  
I'll do my best. All right. I  have provided each of you a packet  of information which I'm going  to just read from.  You will have it to refer to at  any time. I sent some of this information  to you earlier this year  following a plant die-down on the  Maytown road. Joshua,  wherever se, Josh Wagner, he did  respond to me and I  greatly appreciate his forward thinking  on this. Anyway, it's about the  use of poisons in the ditches to  control insects and weed growth.  It's a common practice throughout  this country. EPA approves it. It's  cheaper than mowing in most cases.  I understand why we do it, but many  communities around the country are  now taking a second look at this  in the light of recent studies on  some of the products that are being  used. In fact, recently there was  a  program about DDT use causing  breast cancers in women of my generation  after 50 years of exposure. And  they have found the DDT in their  bodies. So we don't know what some  of these things are doing, pure  and simple.  The roundup products are being pulled  off the market at Lowe's by the  year 2017. That is what we're using  here to spray these ditches.  So basically, I'm not even going  to try to pronounce some of these  words. I'll be here all day. But  I give you the information of what  they have found out, why they are  recommending not using these things  anymore, and as I said, I love  television, I love Shark Week, but  this week I learned more about bull  sharks than I ever wanted to know.  I also learned that the dieoff,  the runoff of some of the pesticides  we're using and the herbicides are  killing the sea grass and ultimately  that will kill our estuaries. It  will kill our manatees. And it will  kill our sportfishing industry,  which is a huge dollar producer  in this county. Now, and of  course the bee pollen, we all know  the citrus industry depends on this,  and so on. So  spraying poison for weed control,  it is effective in the short-term.  We don't know what the long-term  costs are going to be for  environmental health and there  are ways to allay mowing costs as  well. This  county is jam-packed with landscape  companies. They would love to compete  for county dollars, you know, to  keep these things mowed and ditched  and the weeds pulled rather than  spraying them. Other counties around  the country are looking at this  and making these kinds of changes.  I really, really urge you, as the  people in the position to make this  kind of change, to read this material.  I will be happy to get a liaison  and work with anybody here.  I'm retired now, to your  detriment perhaps, but you will  see me again. I would like to help  in this. Thank you very, very much  for your time.  
Thank you, ma'am. By the way,  that gentleman that just spoke who  is Mr. DeFries, he is the new interim  -- he is the new director of the  enter coastal estuary program.  
Okay.  
You may want to make sure he  has your information too.  
Thank you so very much. I appreciate  it, chairman, very  much. 
Mary.  I'm sorry. The magic marker doesn't  work so well. Okay. So who is going  to speak?  
I will speak.  
Okay. What we'll do is because  you are speaking for a group and  your group is here, what we will  do is we'll defer half of her time  to you, so you'll have 4 1/2  minutes, which is normally better  than--  
Very generous.  
I'm thinking.  
I'm not sure I'll need all of  that.  
I'm a generous guy.  Normally when we have groups of  people, we'll give them 6 minutes,  but you're speaking for a very,  very worthy cause.  
Yes.  
I feel it would be appropriate  to give you at least  half of Ms. Northey's time, as she  will defer.  
I defer.  
Thank you, thank you.  
For the record, please state  your name, your address, and the  organization you're representing,  and you will have 4 1/2 minutes.  As soon as they get the clock  fixed -- begin.  
Good morning. Thank you for your  time this morning. My  name is Mary Mule. I live  at 5 Aster drive, Debary,  Florida. I'm representing the rotary  club. We're a small club of about  18 people, but we have big hearts  and  we are focused on helping our local  community. The reason we're here  today is to ask for -- we are having  an event. Our event is on November  13, and it will be held at Debary  Hall. We will be partnering with  the  Daytona State College alumni and  friends association.  We are trying to raise funds for  -- they are trying to raise funds  for scholarships and we are trying  to raise funds for my charity  of choice, which is the  Childhood Cancer Foundation. That's  a local foundation that has been  organized to help children who are  afflicted with cancer. Because if  you have ever dealt with this, the  insurance money, if you have insurance,  doesn't cover getting your child  down to Orlando or to Daytona in  order to go through chemo, surgeries.  There's many other costs  involved with that disease.  And the Debary Hall actually  will be charging us $250 as a  rental for the facility. And for  our small club, that's a whole lot  of money that we would have to  raise, so we're asking for a  waiver of that fee. And also, if  you decide to waive that fee, we  would like permission to use the  county logo as a  sponsor of our event. Anything  else that I'm missing?  
There is a fee for the alcohol,  but we are not asking for that to  be waived. Just the fee for the  rental, for  four-hour rental fee.  
Is that it?  
That's it.  
Boy, you're right.  
I do have information to give--  
We would like to have you all  come.  
We also meet every Tuesday morning,  my plug, at the Debary golf & country  club at 7:45. We would love to have  you for breakfast.  
Sounds like a commercial. Very  good. Very well. As you see, we  don't have a quorum here yet this  morning. That can be brought up  if either one of the city council  members here or myself, we should  probably bring that up during council  discussion.  
Thank you.  
Mr. Lowry will do that. Then  we'll have a quorum and we can make  a decision at that time. We'll have  to get Tim Bailey down here,  our parks and recs guy. We'll make  sure it's able to be done.  
Yeah, we had spoken to staff  and let them know that we would  be before the council. In fact,  they are the ones who said we have  to have the council waive it, decide  on any waiver. So they are aware  that we're asking for the waiver.  
Right. And as far as  using the logo of Volusia County,  you will have to talk to that young  lady right there,  Ms. Mary Anne Connors.  Connors, and the gentleman at the  end to make sure it's legal to use  the Volusia County logo.  
Thank you.  
Pass those to Debbie. Thank you  very much.  
Ms. Summer Ford, is there any  other discussion, citizen participation?  
No.  
That is a negative answer, no.  With that, we will be in recess  for the next 16 minutes.  We will start promptly at 9:00  in the morning. Until then  -- before I go, you three children,  I would like you to come forward  to this council, because for you  guys being very patient, all three  of you, come on up here, we have  special little things that we give  out. Where are they?  [ LAUGHTER ]  
Oh, they didn't get over here  this morning. On behalf of Volusia  County government, we thank you  for your participation and we  welcome you to Volusia County and  hope you stick with it and keep  an eye on us. That's what you're  here for. So we have these little  pens that I'll give to you off the  record, when we go off record,  which will happen right now. We  will be in recess.  we will be in recess until  9:00.  .  
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Today's  date is October 15, 2015.  Volusia County council meeting.  If at this time you have a cell  phone, iPad, computer,  something like that, please go ahead  and turn it to silent, off, put  it in your car, whatever you  would like to do.  The Volusia County council welcomes  your involvement and is interested  in hearing your comments. Please,  if you have a comment for one of  the items on the agenda today, complete  a public participation slip and  indicate on the subject line the  issue you wish to address. You may  use the back, if you have to. After  you are recognized, state your name  and address for the  public record before beginning your  comments. You will speak up to 3  minutes either during public participation  or when the agenda item is heard  and public participation is after  the council meeting. The county  council does not answer questions  or requests during public participation.  Please be courteous and respectful  to the views of others. Personal  attacks on council members, county  staff or members of the public will  not be tolerated.  
So good morning. We've had our  call to order. This morning's pledge  of allegiance  and in vocation will  be  given this morning by  Reais  Coreish. Sir, you have the podium.  If the council would please  rise.  
In  the name of our Lord, the  merciful, all praises belong to  almighty God, the cherisher, the  sustainer of the worlds.  The compassionate, the merciful,  the master  of the day of  judgment. You you lone we worship  and from you alone we seek help.  Guide us in the straight path,  the path of those whom you have  bestowed your grace.  Not of those you have incurred your  wrath. Not of those you have gone  astray.  Hear  us, O God, the Volusia County  Council will be in session to make  decisions for our community.  O God, bestow upon them best  skills and judgment. O God, give  them the wisdom to be impartial  and neutral and to represent all  members of our community fairly.  O  God, show them the pitfalls of  each matter that is placed before  them and to use our resources wisely  and well. O God, guide  our leaders to act in accordance  with what is best for  our community and its citizens.  O God, fill the hearts of our  council with love and compassion  for its citizens, that they prefer  their needs of the citizens before  their own. O God, consider all the  time of the council  as worship, for you have said serving  his creation is as serving him.  Amen.  [ Pledge of Allegiance ]  
Thank you.  Please be seated.  
By the way, for the record,  Mr. Reais Corish is from the  Islamic center of Deltona. I didn't  say that earlier. I apologize.  I got it written right here.  
If I may have a roll call,  please. 
Mr. Daniels.  
Mr. Daniels will be about 10  minutes late.  
Ms. Denys.  
Here.  
Mr. Lowry.  
Here.  
Mr. Patterson.  
Here.  
Mr. Wagner.  
Are you here?  
Yeah, he's here.  
Mrs. Cusack?  
Here.  
Mr. Davis?  
And I'm here, too. Very well.  We do have a quorum.  
Our next item of business  will be the pulling of consent  agenda items. Is -- Mr. Daniels  is not here yet. I'll give him a  few more minutes. Ms. Denys?  
No.  
Mr. Lowry?  
None.  
Mr. Patterson?  
15. 
Okay.  That's the Florida association of  counties.  
Mr. Wagner?  
Ms. Cusack? And I have none either.  Does staff have anything to  pull, Mr. Dinneen?  No.  And for the record, Item No. 3,  the contract with Hall  Construction has been withdrawn  from the agenda and has been  replaced with the informational  discussion on seine nets, item  3A. Has Mr. Daniels arrived yet?  Okay. We'll entertain a motion at  this time.  
So moved.  
I have a motion for approval  of the remaining consent agenda  items. Seconded by Mr. Patterson.  Further discussion? Seeing none,  I'll those in  favor, signify by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed. So carried.  6-0, unanimous, Mr. Daniels is still  absent. Item 15 will be pulled for  anybody here to talk about that  later. 
Item No. 1 this morning, Mr.  Rick Karl, we have the final  2016 state legislative agenda. Mr.  Dinneen, are you going to start,  or is Mr. Karl beginning?  
Thank you. Rick will actually  start this issue.  
Thank you.  Mr. Chairman, council, before you  is the legislative agenda to  be formalized for your approval.  I would  be remisce if I didn't express  our grief and loss of  Fred Lynnheart, he was one of  those powerful and influential people  in the state of Florida. He was  a friend and a mentor to me and  many other young lawyers and he  will be missed. I sent you all notices  of the  services and so forth, on Monday.  If any of you wish to attend, let  us know. We'll probably be in attendance.  That being said, we are  represented by a firm, law firm,  one of the best firms in the  state of Florida.  Chris  Carmonty is one of the partners,  who is here today. The team has  served us with distinction, very  capable young lawyers and the firm  has very broad depth and we are  very confident in their ongoing  capabilities. What I would like  to do at this time is to ask Chris  to come forward and just give you  a brief update on what is  happening in the legislature, where  we're going, what to expect  and then we will carry on and approve  the agenda with some other comments  as we go on. Mr. Chair, with your  permission, I would like  to introduce Chris  Carmonty. 
Good morning. I'm with Gray Robinson.  Thank you, Rick, for those kind  words. It is what it is, as they  say. We're going to miss Fred, but  rest assured that the firm is very  much dedicated to serving you and  we look forward to having a successful  session this year. As Rick said,  they have already started. There's  two committee weeks in the book  already. The first committee week  that the house did a little bit  of their pomp and circumstance by  formally designating speaker  Corcoran, speaker designee Corcoran,  budget chair. If you saw recently,  senate president Gardner indicated  they will have a caucus on the republican  side to decide who is going to maybe  be senate president. If you've been  following that, that may not be  sorted out in December either.  We'll see.  Monday, third special session  starts this year, this one for the  senate maps. They had one for congressional  maps late this summer. That did  not end so well. The courts had  to take over. The lower court recently  ruled in  favor of the plaintiff's maps and  so we'll see how the supreme court  goes. But if that's any indication  of how things are going, the senate  maps are going to be very  interesting. As you recall, when  the congressional maps were  overturned over the summer, the  senate, seeing the writing on the  wall, said we'll enter a settlement  on this senate maps and redraw them  in a special session. Six maps were  released yesterday, drawn by staff  and some outside groups.  The interesting tidbit, we shouldn't  have much effect here in Volusia  County, but the interesting tidbit  is the last go-round there were  two minority access seats created,  one in central Florida. Darin Soto  has that seat, and one over in Tampa.  Since they are so new, not protected  under the voting rights act because  they weren't established 30, 40  years ago when that was happening,  they may change.  The complexion of them may change  to be still democratic per se, but  won't necessarily minority access.  It will be very interesting to see  how they do with the senate maps.  They have two weeks.  In that next week is a committee  week. I bring that up because we  are hearing from some they may actually  not have committee meetings or they  will take any substantive policy  off those committees for the pure  reason of they do not want to have  any  appearance of improceed  impropriety of I'll do this in my  hearing to help get something done  on a senate map. Rest assured, you  can't take the politics out of politics.  These senate maps have a lot at  stake. It's not just republican  politics. It's leadership. It's  people in the house that would want  to be in the senate. Senators that  don't want to have to go up for  re-election again. I know they will  do everything above-board, but there  is always politics at play. Should  be fun if you're a political animal  to watch. They will have those subcommittee  meetings and they will move forward.  They have one next week, another  in November, three in November  actually, the 2nd, 16th and 30th,  those weeks. Then they will begin  session in January. January 12 is  when session will start. It will  conclude on March 11. In between  then, some of you are  familiar, the governor will release  his proposed budget 30 days before  session starts. If you have been  paying attention to the news, he's  already started to roll out some  initiatives. I expect he'll roll  out more next week, then late November,  early December, he'll release his  budget. So what's going to be in  there, always a good question. I  can tell you one thing that will  happen this next session. That is  water policy.  Both speaker Foley and president  gardener released costatements on  that,  that it absolutely will be  a priority this session. The senate  is not necessarily so sure where  they are going to start. But they  will have a water policy issue,  when which is good for Volusia County.  We have obviously a lot of  policies here, lot of problems,  issues and policies we would like  to get accomplished. We'll be working  with Rick and Arlene to help get  those, whether it be septic tank,  restoration, what have you. We know  there's a lot of issues we need  to cover. And then another thing  I know that's important to you all,  but hasn't really been discussed  yet, but we are monitoring is the  DJJ issue. We'll continue to monitor  that. As things start to move, we  will keep you abreast of that. We  could certainly go through the agenda,  but I know you're formalizing that.  I think Rick said there's a few  others that want to speak. So I'll  take any questions or  sit back down. 
Ms.  Denys has a question.  
Just a comment. I don't know  if now is the appropriate time,  but as far as DJJ goes, we need  more than monitoring, with all due  respect.  We, we need some active integration  and it is the politics of politics.  And we need somebody knocking on  the doors and making a statement  for Volusia County citizens that  we've overpaid $12 million and  the state's agreed to it. I will  be speaking to the legislator delegation  tomorrow on this issue. But  very genuinely, I'm going to  be watching from afar and a little  upclose the politics of politics  on this one because we have got  to -- we have to have relief.  The citizens of Volusia County are  due this money. There's agreement  with that from all parties.  So I'm asking you -- I don't want  to be here after session is over  and then you hear my comments and  say it's not going to be a gotcha  moment. We need more -- we need  active involvement, not just monitoring.  Thank you.  
To clarify, we heard you as a  group and you individually loud  and clear. This is the highest priority.  It's the most important thing.  It's got the largest fiscal impact  to the county. So we are, believe  us, we are on it and it  is on our top priority.  Before you actually approve the  agenda, we would like to get a vote  to approve the agenda, we would  like to go through a few more details  of the projects that we are working  on.  Mary Anne, deputy county, Mary  Anne Connors.  
Thank you. We are choosing this  moment to pursue an item that has  been raised by county council in  terms of addressing the  requirement for septic tanks to  connect into central waste water  systems or for septic tanks to  be banned in certain areas of  the county.  There is a -- the inevitable Power  Point is in front of you, but it  is very small, I promise.  It begins and ends with the same  slide. Before you are the legislative  amendments that we are  suggesting.  These would be for an addition  to zap senator Simmons springs bill.  That bill right now is crafted  very narrowly and in fact, quite  specifically in effect to  address Wekiva.  We believe that we must likewise  proceed on a fairly narrow basis  if we are to be accepted into  that bill because we would not  want to impair its original  intent. This would be an amendment  to require the connection under  certain circumstances, and those  circumstances are outlined here.  One is within the spring shed as  defined by the water management  district. Secondly, on a barrier  island. And thirdly, within 1000  feet of the Indian River Lagoon  system  as defined. It does not ban new  septics in these areas. We believe  that it may be a bridge too far  to try to prohibit something unless  we have an alternative service available.  So this is geared towards  encouragement of that  alternative service. Just to  go through things, the availability  as it stands, it's to require connection  upon availability of service.  That availability as defined now  by state law is a gravity line  in the adjacent right of way to  a property. So it  has to be a system of collection  lines that have been installed for  the use and benefit of particular  properties. Also required, of course,  is that there is plant capacity,  a force main, then the collection  lines, and then the site work  that needs to be done for a  septic to be abandoned.We would  note that ultimately it is the collection  lines and the site work for connection  that seems to be the highest hurdle  in this. Utilities can usually get  to the first two items. It's the  challenges getting the collection  lines in place. To make those systems  -- next slide. To  make that system feasible, the funding  approach that we  have had under discussion, both  in this chamber, with the  cities, with the state, is that  we would require approximately  50%  funding from the state. Using as  a planning number $20,000 per connection,  we would need about half of that  from the state. That  would be presumably both DEP and  the water management district contributing  to a project. That would be leveraged  by a local contribution. The state  is very much in the position we  are. They are trying to leverage  their investments. They want to  both leverage them and they want  a return on investment.  Leveraging means they want local  support and contribution to  these systems. That would be in  terms of action both as a local  government and  as  a utility service provider. Most cities, it's the same entity.  In the county, we have a blended  system. County utility service occurs  in cities. Cities serve outside  their boundaries and the unincorporated  area. So it would be two entities  involved. I think for purposes of  initiating action, we would probably  be requiring that the utility front  the money for a project design.  Something has to define a project  in order for it to be submitted  for a funding request and so someone  has to front the money  for that to occur .  They can offset costs, an  agreement to establish an  assessment district for the  property owners that benefit from  that system to pay their share,  to provide contracts for group connections.  We recently had an example from  or man beach as an impact. Ultimately  the return on investment issue was  addressed to require connection.  That's what the state has  expressed, as what they consider  return on investment, is that people  are actually required to  use the new infrastructure.  Then ultimately the obligation of  the property owner is to pay the  assessment. We used as an example  a 20-year assessment period. The  basis for that is that if  there is SRF money, loan money  involved in this construction, those  are 20-year terms. So in effect,  it's conveying the benefit of that  money back to the property owner  and allowing the longer term of  payment, which is the only way this  can be made affordable for many  of these properties. So the  request for state funding  involves the commitment to design  and permit a project. That would  be, again, the utility provider,  local contributions as defined by  the governing entities, commitment  to the assessment district, and  I would note here that for the  county to do any assessment in a  city requires city permission.  This would actually be an  interesting topic for discussion  at the local government, government  round table in terms of how officials  would see pursuing this under different  circumstances. And then ultimately  a requirement for connection. As  it stands right now, this is  a two-year process.  It involves a year notice saying  service is coming and then in  effect have a second year saying  service is now available.  The county has actually used  this process. In the past, many  years ago we went in and retrofitted  a subdivision in Debary and  required connection under the process  as it exists now. With that, there is a second view  of what we are proposing  for legislative amendments and we  can address any legal questions  as to how this will proceed.  
Before we go there, I do have  one question. On your first slide,  it says requires connection -- there  it is. Within  spring sheds as defined  by water management. [ INDISCERNIBLE  ]  
Okay. That's within the boundary  of that spring shed. We're basically  -- if you go down to the last one,  it says within 1000 feet of Indian  River Lagoon. Would it be possible  to at least give maybe a 200-foot  buffer between the boundary of the  spring shed?  Ms. Seaman? I don't think--  
I'm struggling with putting a  200-foot buffer within a boundary  of a spring shed. I'm not sure--  
Well, I mean,  we draw a line -- we have defined  spring shed areas. If we could give  a 200-foot leeway and say anything  within 200 Pete  of that spring shed --  is that possible?  
Essentially why we're looking  to Senator Simmons bill may be a  vehicle, any through route will  do. If there's some other bill.  What  we're looking, Ms. Seaman is more  conversant with the subject than  I, but I think what we're asking  in this bill is for  the legislature to allow local  governments to do this, in  effect to  exercise an area where the preemption  doesn't apply. It's an authorization.  And I think what we're looking  for within a fairly narrow area  just to clarify, when we say on  a barrier island, actually I think  we mean on the barrier island  east of the Indian River Lagoon.  So on the barrier island east of  that, 1000 feet to the west.  And then within -- to your point,  Mr. Chair, within the spring shed,  and I think we are  really talking about gemini and  Blue Springs there, but not --  that's a  fairly wide area and maybe a little  fuzzy at the edge. So you  -- in the exercise of your authority,  at the time that you exercise it,  given more specific definition.  
So but that -- see, my thing  is percolation. When you  have the septic tanks percolating,  drain fields and all of that gray  water is going into the ground,  believe it or not, water does not  follow the boundary lines and say  I'm to the west side or the east  side of that boundary. I'm going  to stay here. Close wherever  it needs to go--  
We would be  using -- the St. Johns depiction  or  definition of spring shed, and that's  -- it may be a wider area than we're  able to provide the service.  
Okay. But we can look at it later.  
Yes, sir.  
As this legislation goes through  the senate. Okay. Mr. Daniels, you  popped on first.  
Ms. Seaman may have other remarks.  
She is giving the--  
You can go to Mr. Daniels' questions.  
Mr. Daniels and Ms. Cusack.  
I may be -- his questions might  go to what I would be saying anyway.  
Actually, Jamie, let's hear from  you first.  
All right.  
Ms. Cusack, would that be all  right to hear from Jamie first?  
And I do think Ms. Cusack is  probably ahead of me in the queue  actually.  
Well, you were first, then you  came on, then you turned off and  came back on. That's why I was asking.  
Okay.  
Ms. Cusack?  
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I think that we have to proceed  very cautiously when you're  talking about putting an  amendment  on someone else's bill.  
Yes, ma'am.  
My first comment is what are  the  ramifications, if you will,  that we can use -- this is going  to be implied not only in  Volusia County. If  this is attached to this  bill, it would be statewide.  
Yes, ma'am.  
And my concern is that local  government will have the  authority to not -- may -- they  will definitely have the  authority to require connections  and under certain circumstances.  Well, these circumstances I think  we need to make sure that  they are tight.  
Yes, ma'am. But we needed to  come to you for the policy direction  first to see whether or not you're  even willing to do this. Senator  Simmons at the meeting that you  all had last month, when the questions  were raised regarding septic tanks,  indicated that his bill should be  able to assist us in that regard.  It's a very well-written bill.  It's also very long. It's 146 pages  long. So we had to decipher going  through the bill how we could  utilize it in Volusia County.  That bill prohibits new septics  on property  less than one acre  in the spring sheds, but only  where there has been a  remediation plan incorporated into  the base and management plan, in  accordance with another statute.  We don't meet that criteria.  We just don't.  And so if the county wants to move  forward, we need to have something  similar, something very narrowly  drafted to squeeze into the bill  that would allow us  to exercise that same ability  as a local government, if the local  government so chooses to say on  properties less than one  acre, the utilities are coming,  we're going to stop septics and  we're going to install utilities  within that narrow area. So we  don't want to have it to be a blanket  ban. It's got to be something that  the local government is willing  to exercise. And as Ms.  Connors said, if we don't have the  utility coming, we'll be infringing  on people's property rights because  they do have the ability to have  a septic and we aren't going to  have them prohibited from being  able to build.  
This would be only for new  construction? Or would you--  
Well, no. The requirement to  hook up would be for existing construction.  
Existing construction.  
But only if we're going to be  having  the utilities coming in within a  timeframe would be the perspective.  If we don't have the utilities coming,  we can't prohibit people  from building on their lot or  replacing those septic systems.  
Even if there is not a  problem with that septic system  at that time?  
If the plan is to deal with  the affluent that is leaching  into the water bodies or coming  up grew the groundwater table  and flowing into those water bodies,  we have to remove the septics.  That seems to be the science. That  seems to be what all of the experts  are telling us. We've got to do  something. So yes, ma'am, we would  be -- even if the septic is still  functioning, we would be telling  them the sewer is here now. You've  got to hook up.  
And you will be responsible  for the 20% , the property will  be responsible for 50. Is it 50%  of the hookup?  
Excuse me. I'll try to respond.  Property owner would generally  be responsible for an assessment  that would cover the  installation of the collection lines  and then separately, there  are connection fees. Where we have  approached projects like this in  the past, we have tried to incorporate  both into an assessment district,  again, in the name of affordability  to keep someone from having to advance  any large sum of money.  But it should be -- to whatever  degree we can, we would try to offset  that cost. That's where state contribution  comes in. That's where local offsets  come in. So I  can't say there's a particular percentage.  It's whatever is remaining after  everything has been provided by  the state and by the local  government and then the balance  would fall for the collection  lines  onto the property owner.  
So senator Simmons' bill then  would only -- for the amendment,  would be granted local authority,  the ability to do this.  
Yes, ma'am. In these very limited  areas. So if we were able to fit  this into the bill and if the legislature  were to adopt it, there would still  have to be an  act of the implementing local  government to actually move  forward.  
Are there any areas then that  you can see that would indicate  a problem  of this bill going  forward with this? See, my concern is that we don't  want to  -- what's -- what Simmons has proposed,  I feel is a  good piece of legislation. And  I don't want to do anything  that will stop where he is and where  he is trying to go.  
We have a meeting set up with  him to have that conversation. We  would not do anything that would  adversely--  
Well, he probably would not let  you do anything--  
Well, exactly. But  before we can even make that request,  before we can even speak to him,  we need to know whether you as a  governing body are even interested  enough in drafting this kind of  legislation. He may have an idea  that there's another bill out there  that this language would fit in  better.  
I think we need to get there,  Jamie. I just wanted to make sure  that we are  using the approach that  would be amenable to the house and  the senate.  
I agree. I agree. But I  can't even begin drafting language  until you all let me know that this  is something you would even like  to pursue and we can report back  whether or not we think that we're  going to fit it  in Senator Simmons' bill. We started  with his bill because he invited  us to take a look at it. There might  likely be something else out there  that might also work. We just don't  know. We're very early in the session.  
Well, I think we're headed in  the right direction.  
Okay.  
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
Is that all you had to say?  
Well, I'm going to wait to see  if Mr. Daniels is going to chime  in and start asking me questions.  
You're still deferring to Ms.  Seaman?  
I'm deferring to Ms. Seaman.  You can go through the rest of it.  
All right.  
Before you go there, I do have  one question that you brought up  and with a statement. You said the  term "we." If we are providing service,  we can require those people--  
The local government.  
The local government. When you  say local government, you're talking  like cities? See, here's the situation.  I don't live in the city. I live  in the county. But the city provides  water service to residents out there.  If they bring that -- if they  decide to get septic system or the  sewer system coming in, they can  require me to hook up to it through  this legislation.  
It could be the local government  or it could be the  private provider.  Because the availability definition  in the state statute includes the  private provider or the local government  that  provides the sewage.  
All right.  
Okay. The intent was to address  what we believe to be the water  bodies that were most impacted at  this time. The Indian River Lagoon  act was actually adopted by the  legislature in 1990 and it's  very specifically designed down  to Jupiter Inlet.  At that time, the legislature indicated  that all local governments along  that water body should be removing  the septics and connecting everybody  up.  Volusia County did that in the  Bethune Beach area. We imposed a  special assessment, created a whole  new system down there and put in  a sewage system in Bethune Beach  and took all of those people off  the septics and we started in '92  and I think we finished somewhere  around 1994. We didn't move into  the silver Sands area because it  looked like at the time new Smyrna  was going to be the one providing  that utility. Ultimately that fell apart because  people didn't want to be an exed  into New Smyrna. The next place  the county focused  was the Oakhill area. The city of Oakhill put into  their charter a prohibition against  sewage systems and connections.  That  has since expired and that's an  area we need to focus again. Like  I said, this was an area the legislature  actually defined  as having impaired Waters in an  area the local governments needed  to address all the way back to 1990.  So this has  been 25 years that this water body  has needed attention and that septics  were specifically an issue.  The Blue Springs area, the base  basin  management study is almost gone.  The data is indicating that the  nitrogen that we're seeing is  related to septics based on the  pharmaceuticals that are also  intermixed  in the water testing. So we do need  to address that area.  I -- in a meeting with Mr. Daniels  where the mayor of orange city and  Deland were represented and they  also agree we need to start looking  in this direction. The reason we  would like it to be a  local option is that we can't take  this on all at once  and neither can our cities. We  also don't want it to look like  it is forcing other local governments  that might meet this definition  to absolutely have to connect all  of these people. When the local  government has the money, when the  local government has the grants,  then we want them to be able to  opt in and install the sewers and  connect them up. We've  tried to keep the thought process  as narrow as possible and so that's  why we focused on Blue Springs gemini  and the Indian River Lagoon, which  will be south of Ponce inlet. We  need to reach back over to the barrier  islands south of the inlet.  We didn't finish that when the silver  Sands area was not addressed.  And so that's why -- it's very broad.  We do have language we are playing  with internally, where it would  fit into Senator Simmons' bill without  adversely affecting it. But we don't  know whether we will be successful  until we sit down with him with  his staff and drafting team to say  this is what we're looking at. Will  this squeeze into your bill or is  this going to somehow  adversely affect your moving it  forward. Before we can do that,  we need to know whether you as a  county  council are even interested in having  this kind of legislation that would  allow you to opt in  and to require connections to  new  sewers in these areas. That's why  we are focusing in on  this particular issue today. 
Is  that new sewer or all  sewers in that area?  
I think -- well, we have  sewer systems already installed  in Oakhill. The people have not  hooked up to. Yes, we would probably  want to address that as well.  Yes, ma'am.  
All right. Mr. Daniels.  
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I think this is really excellent  work. It is something that we really  need if what we're going to do is  clean up the waterways in  Volusia County and clean them up  statewide. It's very important that  we have this.  I think Ms. Cusack and Ms.  Seaman brought out most the points  I wanted to bring out. First of  all, this is optional. It doesn't  require us to do it.  This is optional. People can pick  and choose where they want to do  it. The areas that are important  and where you want to start and  prioritize and move down the  list. That's one of the important  things. The other thing is Ms. Cusack  pointed out the relationship  between us and the legislature.  I had talked  to Mr. Simmons, Senator Simmons  when he was here I guess back in  October after the meeting. He indicated  a willingness to work with us on  this, that he thought it was a good  idea and something that he would  be willing to look at and include  in his bill, that he thought it  would be  something that would be appropriate.  So I think that, you know, what  we've done is we've done our homework.  I believe the county staff has  done its homework. That it understands  where it is and where  we need to go. The, the policy that  we would be  adopting is rather general. Bill  drafting is an art. It  is something that unless you spend  your life doing it, you don't  know what you're doing. And that's  where this would have to go. This  would have to go to senator Simmons  and the bill drafting group in Tallahassee  who would, you know, turn it into  words and they would be the ones  that would figure out exactly how  it should be worded and what should  be included and what shouldn't.  We're just really not in a  position to do that. We can state  it in broad policy terms, but it  would be really difficult for us  to get down to the absolute detail  of how it would go and what it would  say. Again, you know, I think you  guys have done really an excellent  job. I do think it's something that  we should support. It gives us a  tool to help us clean  up the waterways around here.  It would give over local governments  the tools it needs to clean up the  waterways. If you  can't get the connections, it's  very difficult to get in the sewer  lines because you can't invest millions  of dollars in a sewer line that  nobody connects to. You just cannot  do that. I know the  people that are next to outstanding  Florida Waters, next to the springs  and all of that may say that my  septic tank works perfectly. What  are you doing? What are you talking  about? It works perfectly.  Well, a perfectly working septic  tank without nitrogen, a  perfectly working septic tank puts  out phosphate. It does. It doesn't  take those out of the water.  Those are the two elements that  pollutes most of the water in Florida.  In other words, a perfectly working  septic tank does not help. It just  really doesn't do any  good. We need this option.  We need this tool in the tool drawer.  We don't have to use it  everywhere all the time, but there  are places where we may want to  use it. There are places where other  jurisdictions in the state of Florida  may want to use it.  It is a power that we should have.  Thank you.  
I thought you were going to make  a motion there for a  moment.  
What sort of motion -- I move  approval. What sort of motion do  I need here, Jamie?  
Is that what we needed?  
To authorize the staff to move  forward to draft language.  
I move that we authorize the  staff to move forward to draft  language--  
And work with Senator Simmons'  staff.  
-- and work with Senator  Simmons' staff.  
Second.  
We have a motion by Mr. Daniels,  seconded by Mr. Patterson. You get  the next one.  
We'll have a fist fight.  
You guys can take it. We'll  have it right here.  
I wanted to add I appreciate  Mr. Daniels' comment in terms of  this has been several years that  this council, previous councils,  especially this council has talked  about and tried to work on this  issue. And I think that this is  the first time we've actually been  able to come up with some  concrete legislation that's well  thought  out, that's not -- that's narrow  enough so it focuses on the areas  that we believe are the ones that  are the most sensitive. And yet  it's the first time we're actually  looking at putting sort of our money  where our mouth is and actually  trying to make something happen  and without this legislation,  without your ability at least locally  to have the option to require people  to hook up, when it does make financial  sense even for them, it makes environmental  sense without that, what we're finding  out is people are not interested  in investing in these, like  
     Mr. Daniels said, that nobody will  hook to. Without this, I think we're  wasting our time. I  think it's a reasoned, well thought  out piece of -- well thought out  initiative to try and add to this  legislation if we can.  And like you said, Senator Simmons  asked us to take a look, said he  was open. I don't think this is  overreaching. I think it really  gets to the heart of the matter.  And I'm proud of the staff and  I'm -- I'm actually proud of the  work to this point. This has been  a the love work and a lot of discussion  to get to this point. Like you said,  it gives us another tool and an  option. Quite frankly, you'll have  to have -- if it's in the city,  you're going to have to have their  cooperation. It's not something  we're doing sort of like Big Brother.  
 One final thing to that last point.  I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman for  breaking in, but sitting on the  city water round table, I think  they are all ready for this. I  think they are actually ready to  do something. They understand. They  understand they have got a problem,  particularly those next to the springs.  And they are willing to do a few  things that they might not have  been willing to do in the past,  and obviously Oakhill is the --  would be the poster child for that.  They have really done a 180.  Thank you.  
And the mayor of Oakhill is  sitting right there, maybe  Gibson. Okay. I  think this is a good way to start.  This is part of the things that  we need to do, one of the many things  we need to do to get these waterways  back up to snuff. I think this is  a good start, too. Is there any  further discussion on the motion  on the floor? Seeing none, all those  in favor of directing staff to move  forward to draft legislation to  work with Senator Simmons for  the water bill, please signify by  aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed? So carried  unanimous.  Thank you very much.  
Mr. Rick Karl still has the  floor.  
We have one more item. This is,  this is an update on a project to  remind us that we have  success in this area and we  are already I'll say agressively  pursuing water quality  improvements in terms of sewer.  John and Julie will introduce.  
Good morning.  John Julie, public works director.  If you recall the 2015 Volusia County  water quality plan had a number  of goals stated in that plan. I'm  happy to report that goal number  4, which is reducing nutrient concentration  of treated waste water discharge,  it's on its way of being met thanks  to a funding partnership that we've  had with honestly the county contributing  funds towards this project. The  district has stepped in and through  a grant program and then  cooperative funding with DEP. So  it's the partnering of three  agencies are making this project  a reality. The staff members of  all three agencies are to be commended.  They really work hard to make this  project. And I feel it's important  for you to know that a member of  your staff, Mikele Eldrich, who  will be stepping forward to brief  you on the project, he's put a lot  of time and effort behind the scenes,  making a lot of phone calls to make  this project, this Volusia County  project priority, keep it in the  funding cycle, keep it in the  forefront for, for funding.  He lobbied this project at every  opportunity. He was very persistent.  He probably wore down the  district in DEP in the submission.  But he's done an excellent job.  I would like to bring him forward,  let him explain to you this important  project. As I stated, it satisfies  goal number 4 that's in our water  quality plan.  
Thank you, John.  Good morning, Mr. Chair, everyone,  council members. Mike  Ulrich, water resources and utilities  director. Last week the department  of environmental protection and  the  St. Johns river water management  district announced a partnership  with Volusia County for very important  water quality project for the  benefit of blue spring. You  have a detailed project page with  you right now. I'll just simply  go over some of the highlights.  I would also like to mention to  you that formal execution of  this agreement, the draft of the  agreement going through right now  will be back in front of you next  month to formally execute this agreement.  The project is permitted. It's in  its final design stage. It will  be shovel-ready for bid by next  month as well. So the main components  of this project is essentially to  upgrade the Southwest regional  facility to a five-stage nutrient  removal process. This will help  us deal with the  phosphorus and nitrogen issues that  commissioner Daniels had  just mentioned previously. In addition  to that, I think that it's important  to recognize that one of the things  we did in  this process was decommissioned  our waste water plant. That was  a smaller and older plant. Rather  than introduce advanced waste water  treatment at both facilities within  the spring shed, we felt it was  much more economical and efficient  to shut down that plant and redirect  the  flow to the larger Southwest plant  where we can also use that  water to reclaim and for public  use access, which helps us reduce  our reliance on groundwater pumping  within the spring shed, obviously  for water  supply purposes. Now, the application  process itself involves submission  of the cost share agreement to the  St. Johns river water management  district. I wanted to show you the  share of money here, but also wanted  to point out to you that thanks  to the St.  Johns, it was through our application  process through them that  helped us secure that $3.4 million  through the department of environmental  protection. Nancy Cristman is actually  here today from St. Johns. I wish  to thank her personally for her  effort, as well as their  staff. So big question.  You know,  obviously I won't go over this too  much as it's been discussed already.  The obvious improvements to water  quality are the significant reductions  in nutrients.  Specifically in nitrogen and phosphorus.  In your detailed page, we have  estimated based on current flows  the, that the upgrade to the five-stage  treatment process will allow us  to reduce nitrogen by about 27,000  pounds per year and about 14,000  pounds per year in total phosphorus.  A real key -- and a good start  for future, for future  improvement as well. As I mentioned before the reclaimed  water will produce about  220,000 gallons per day, which,  again, will be used to offset drinking  water supply demands  in the spring shed.  Commonly, we will think of blue  spring for the park itself.  We'll think of manatee. We'll think  of the recreation activity and things  like that. But in reality, the spring  shed  itself encompasses approximately  130 square miles throughout five  portions -- or throughout  portions of five cities, as well  as unappropriated Volusia County.  That obviously is a very  important point to consider. Just  zoom in on that for one moment  to give you an idea of the city  boundaries, as well as the unincorporated  areas. The square is where the spring  is itself. The basin  is the Blue Dotted   the blue dotted  line. The protection, the quality  and the supply is vital not only  to our existing customers, but those  future and the businesses that locate  to this community in  the future. This is another process. Jamie had  mentioned earlier the B map process.  She alluded to the significance.  This is as of June their  technical staff continuing to  analyze the issues in the blue  spring basin and you can see that  while we're only a small percentage,  the red, which is 5%  for waste water treatment as well  as 3% for reuse, it's still  very critical for us to upgrade  and to do our part.  While we do meet current compliance  standards under DEP, being in the  spring shed area does require that  we go to the advanced treatment  processes. Plus, because of the  fact that we do serve a relatively  large customer base, it really,  again, is important to take care  of our matters. I think the other  important part of our project is  the expansion of the facility, which  will allow for us to deal in the  future with the septic tanks or  at least a portion of them.  Of course as we commonly talk about  the need to take off septic tanks,  but of course you've got to have  a place to send it and you've got  to have a place to treat it. So  again, this project itself is a  cornerstone project for water quality  within this particular  spring shed. Lastly, I wanted to point out to  you the document identified in  this -- I'm sorry, our project was  identified in this document, published  and presented in February of this  year. It  was an important planning  document which gave credibility  to our project. It was initiated  under your leadership, both current  and past councils, as well as our  county manager, our assistant  county manager and the entire team  that stands before you, or sits  before you today, developed by ginger  Adair, environmental management,  Judy Gram, stormwater director,  Scott maze, utilities engineer and  under the leadership of telly McGee  and John Julie. It really gave us  some momentum, if you will, enabled  us to secure letters of support  from environmental groups such as  the  west Volusia audobon society, as  well as the blue spring alliance.  I wish to thank Steve Kentner, who  I saw earlier today, for helping  us secure that support as well.  I would  also like to thank Arlene Smith,  Rick Karl and the  team at gray Robinson for the strong  legislative support as we went through  this process, especially in working  directly with Arlene, the ability  to coordinate not only the support  from the delegation where the  spring shed exists, but we had  letters of support from every  single delegate in Volusia County,  both on the house side and the senate  side, which will obviously tell  you the importance that everyone  does understand for the importance  that blue spring has for our  community.And of course last, but  not least, I would like to recognize  my operations team, dedicated to  safe drinking water, as well as  protection of our natural resources.  They have always told me that if  there is a way, we'll follow it.  If there isn't a way, we'll make  one.  Thank you again. 
Mr. Karl?  
Mr. Chair, that concludes our  presentation.  I would be remisce if I didn't  highlight what Mr. Julie said about  Mike Ulrich. This was not -- we  are firing on all  cylinders as your staff pushing  your agenda. This was not just going  to the legislative delegation and  banging on the door.  Mike Ulrich was like a bulldog  with this thing in his mouth. He  would not let go, chase it down  the water management district, I  mean, put us to work. This was real  leadership at your staff level.  I'm humbled to be a part of this  group. It is an example of how we  are chasing these things down, how  we are working together as a team,  your entire county staff, and that  being said, we rely on you as well.  We thank you for your  participation, Mr. Patterson,  Ms. Cusack, others who have taken  the time to go to Tallahassee, knock  on doors. It's very important that  you participate with us and give  your voice, your presence is  very important as we go forward.  So we will be asking you to  attend not only meetings in it   Tallahassee and locally with the  delegation, but also as we push  our  federal program as well.  I think we do need a motion to approve  the agenda as you've amended it  today, so then we can go forward.  Unless there's any further  questions, we'll proceed.  
Thank you. Ms. Cusack?  
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I just want to  add my thanks to staff. I think  that we are ready to go. I  think that we have done all that  is possible for us as a  team and as a county to prepare  us to be a  force to be reckoned  with in this process. So my hat's  off to the staff, to  Arlene and to Gray Robinson and  to you, Karl, and to all of the  team members and for all you've  done to prepare us and have us  ready to go.  And so we march forward, knowing  that we have some very I say  treacherous ground in which to cover,  but we are ready and up to the task.  With that, Mr. Chair, I move the  approval of the 2016 state  legislative agenda as amended.  
I have a motion for the  approval of the final 2016 state  legislative agenda as amended  with a  second by Mr. Lowry. Do you have  a comment on the motion on the floor?  Okay. Very well.  Any further discussion? Seeing none,  all those in favor,  please signify by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed? So carried.  And we're going to hold on to item  2 for a moment because Mr. Dinneen,  you have something to say and you  have the floor, sir.  
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  There are times when I love this  job and there are times when I  don't love it quite as much, okay.  This is one of the times when I  get a chance to love it.  And that is  I was told something last  night that I was not at  Liberty to discuss with anyone,  and I'm going to announce that  right now. I want you to think about  what the following have in common.  Luke Bryant, Florida Georgia  line, Kid Rock, willing Lee  Willie Nelson, 40 more stars.  They are going to be at the  Country 500, being announced by  the speedway right now. They wanted  you to know first. They are going  to announce right as we speak, they  are announcing that they are going  to be at the  Daytona International Speedway memorial  weekend for the biggest  festival, they hope, on the East  Coast, music festival on the East  Coast. It's part of the investment  they made there to try -- and it's  part of changing this community  and trying to use that facility  for more than what it's  traditionally been used for. They  are hoping to have one of the biggest  concerts on the East Coast and maybe  the biggest music festival over  those three days. They are making  that announcement as we speak.  It's an enormous number of the  biggest stars in country music over  a three-day period. It will be one  of the biggest impacts that we've  had of this nature of completely  different type nature than a lot  of the other things we've had in  the past.  And I think they wanted me to  
     they wanted you to know because  of your support of the projects,  especially across the street, which  is part of supporting the investment  that they have in the speedway.  So I think this really bodes well.  Dave's collecting up the e-mails.  I have it on my phone. It's up in  my office now. We'll get you a copy.  It explains how tickets can be purchased,  how the event's going to be run.  But I think they believe they now  have a venue for these type of events  with the change that's second to  none in the United States. And I  think it bodes well for Daytona  Beach and for Volusia County.  
I have to agree. Mr. Daniels?  
What were the dates again? I'm  sorry.  I missed that. [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  
Sir, you have to be on the record.  
I named the few stars, Luke  Bryant, Florida Georgia line, Kid  Rock, lady antebellum, Willie Nelson,  and 40 other big name country acts.  
Sounds like quite an event.  
 It's going to be. That's the best  way to put it. Quite an event. They  wanted you to know first.  It's  part of trying to recognize  the faith you have had in them and  the investment you put across the  street. Thank you.  
Did you guys see--  
Ms. Denys.  
That's okay. Just one comment.  As a girl from Indiana, we would  call  that probably boot scooting hot  laps?  
Boot scooting hot laps. [ LAUGHTER  ]  
Bring some of our trucks out  like we do before the 500 with  the parade. It's a great event.  I think it's exciting.  
It's an enormous event.  
Go ahead, Mr. Wagner.  
When there was an article, I  think it was in May in the news  journal, it was announced they  partnered with AGS that who it's  with?  
That's who it's with.  
I literally called their counsel  and said when is the  Coachella of country music coming? It made sense.  
They are trying to show this  change was a change in how that  facility can be used for different  venues that maybe were never dreamed  of before. And it puts in this community  the, a,  a facility that has capability for  all kinds of events on a scale that  most communities cannot handle  because of the logistics and the  parking and all the things that  are associated with that, and it's  sort of like what we're doing --  I'll throw my commercial, sort of  like the half Marathon, which is  now the relay for half Marathon  and the 5K. Good thing about that  is one of the things that we, that  we're touting in that, and the reason  we believe it can grow is one of  the few events where it has --  it's set up for success. You  almost can't outgrow the  venue. That's what they are  capitalizing on. I applaud them  for forward thinking and I do think  it will make a real impact in this  community.  
If you want to look at AG and  Google Coachella, you'll see how  neat that company is.  It's ginormous. 
Thank you very much.  Congratulations to the speedway.  I am looking forward to that project.  That's big. We're going to move  on.  
Item number 2, budget resolution,  ac six of the Divito property  for inclusion to the  Doris Leeper Spruce Creek. Mr. Dinneen,  you have the floor.  
As  a lead-in, Chris -- 
Help him out, Tim.  
Tim Bailey.  
Do you think I could say to save  my life? [ LAUGHTER ]  
Anyway. Tim's here  to go over an overview. What I want  to point out is that  this purchase is one that both parties  have agreed make sense, and I think  it's at a reasonable price.  
Yeah.  
And the beauty of this is I think  this will benefit a lot of people  in the long run. This will be a  good acquisition for us. Tim will  talk about it. We don't have the  money now, but what it can do in  the future. Here's the thing I want  to point out. The funds used to  buy this property specifically just  happen to be we are going to use  impact, park impact fees that just  happen to be in that zone. So this  fits the zone impact fees that we  have together with capital money  for this purpose that are all directly  related, could only be used for  recreation. No, you could not have  used this for general fund money  for anything else. So the beauty  of this is you're not taking it  from anything else. This is what  this money should have been used  for. And this is such a wonderful  marriage in terms of -- we just  really have enough money to do this.  
Barely.  
That it's going to work out great.  Take it away, Tim.  
Thank you.  Good morning, Mr. Chair. Tim Bailey,  Volusia County parks and recreational  director. Today before so the  you for  consideration  is purchase of the Divito property,  on the eastern shoreline  of the Halifax river.  That aerial -- there's a closer  shot, but before I get to the closer  shot, the aerial will show you the  blue roof is the property that we're  considering purchasing. It's  about 2392 square feet.  The seawall, on the next slide here,  is predominantly where a lot of  visitors who frequent the park fish.  They also go there to eat lunch  or just to recreate.  That spot right there on the peninsula  is a prime location for the public's  use and it's  been under private ownership. So we wanted to give you an idea  of what we're talking about. That's  a picture of the building facing  the park.  There's the side entry. There's  the view from where the citizens  would actually stand or park and  then go to the seawall. These are  fish. They also launch their kayak.  I'll show you a location of where  they launch their kayak. We have  through the years been working  with the owners to prohibit patrons  from walking onto their seawall  and private property. We have installed  some fencing to try  to keep their privacy. This area along the seawall is a  popular spot where people fish at.  This is the driveway leading up  to the location, fencing and parking  areas. And  then this Sandy beach area here,  a lot of folks enter the water  via canoe or kayak and then they  recreate on the Halifax. You  can also get onto the bridge from  that location as well. It's a prime  location to access this  area of the Halifax. Another shot  of the park. This is a pad  that there used to  be a boat house here that the  previous owners were launching their  boats from. What we've done here,  this is a pad which I would consider  long-term to be where we would  put our Qunu  canoe kayak launch.  You can off load and onload at that  location. The water quality is good  there. This would be  a great spot for  that addition. And this is an aerial  of the site. It's a great acquisition.  I think the folks out there that,  if you ever talk to some of the  folks that frequent there, they  would be really supportive of this  being a part  of the public access.  
Is that it?  
Yes.  
Pretty good. Thank you, sir.  Mr. Tim Bailey. Is there any comment?  Motion? Thank you, Ms. Denys. Motion for  approval for the budget resolution,  acquisition of the Divito property  for inclusion in the Doris Leeper  Spruce Creek Preserve. Second?  Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Any further  discussion? Seeing none, all those  in favor,  please signify by aye. All those  opposed? So carried, unanimous.  I was getting nervous for a  minute. Just slow. I know.  All that great news we just got.  Everybody's so excited. Okay.  As we said, item 3, contract for  Hall Construction has been  withdrawn from the agenda.  
We will now go to item 3A,  informational discussion on seine  nets.  
Mr. Chair?  
Mr. Dinneen.  
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I want everyone to -- with what  we're doing today, if you  remember at the previous  meeting, Ms. Denys asked the council  if we could have a discussion and  an update on this  concept of seine nets. It was really  a discussion to decide whether the  council wanted in the future to  have a discussion, which I think  everyone agrees is we do occasionally  just in terms of making sure that  we're educated on issues.  So she asked for that and the council  agreed to it. So I put it on the  agenda. I actually was in the process  of putting it on probably later  in the day and I made a change when  the other thing needed to be taken  off the agenda. So it opened up  an opportunity. I originally had  hoped to have the state, and Joe  and I worked on that, but there  was no way, while they would like  to help us, they couldn't come to  today's meeting. So I didn't believe  that would be a negative because  I think Mr.  Nolan and Ms. Seaman know enough  about the issue that they can give  you an update, an overview on the  reasons for the seine net, what  the seine net ban is about, and  they can give you the history that  relates to this council.  And with that, that's where we  are today. Joe, you can start. You  and Jamie can decide how you want  to give this presentation, but unless  -- I think Ms. Denys may want to  make some comments.  
Yes.  
Yes, I was going to go there.  Hold on, Joe. Ms. Denys,  you have the floor.  
Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thank you,  Mr. Manager. For the record, it  was two meetings ago that we discussed  this.  
Oh, sorry.  
So there have been a lot of  misinformation out there, some --  we'll just call it misinformation.  But for the record, this was not  done at the last minute in a darkroom  on a Friday night. This was discussed  on the record as recorded in the  minutes from two previous meetings  ago. It  has been very public and looking  at the agenda, it's exactly like  the manager said, we had to put  this on the agenda  for discussion purposes, which  is our responsibility as elected  officials. And whenever I'm approached,  especially by my elected and my  cities, will you please look at  this issue, it includes other  government bureaucracies, it is  responsible to look at. That's exactly  what's happening here. Any predetermination  of what could have happened in the  back room, I've seen, I've received  some of the e-mails that are  just e-mails, we'll leave it at  that, and some of the social  media rants on the record, this  has been very public and even  council said, Mr. Daniels, you threw  up the red flag, you said it's going  to create quite a controversy. And  you are so right because  here's, here's, here's my conclusion.  If the beach is the third rail  of politics in Volusia County, nets  in the lagoon is the fourth  rail of politics in Volusia County.  For discussion purposes,  information and input, that's why  we're doing what we're doing today  and to learn the process, because  there's so much misinformation out  there. So this is a good baseline.  Thank you.  
Mr. Chair, one final comment  I should have made, which was the  way that I listed this on the agenda  based on what the council said,  this -- there is no action  to be taken and that's -- so if  anyone out there wants to know,  there was never any action to be  taken today. You would be voting  on nothing. This was to decide whether  you wanted to continue the conversation  into the future. And that's all  this really is today.  
Mr. Nolan, welcome aboard.  
Good morning, chairman Davis,  vice chair, members of the  council. The  item before you today is regarding  seine nets. The manager requested  I put forward some fundamental  information on what a seine net  is and how it is used and  operated. And a seine net is really  just configured as a curtain, if  you will, with a float line across  the top and a lead line, a  weighted line across the bottom  and two vertical poles on either  end, or a single vertical pole  on either end. And these features  allow the net to be held upright  or open, if you will and in contact  with the seafloor as it's been drawn  through the water column.  They are used primarily  manually, that is by hand, and  in  very shallow Wading depth-type locations,  very close to or on  or from the shoreline.  The net is simply hauled  offshore in a semi circle,  again, by hand, and drawn back  to the shoreline, effectively  corralling or herding or  trapping the fish within the net  or against the net and against  the shoreline.Once it's brought  to the shoreline, it's hauled up  onto the beach itself and the catch,  the fish, are culled on the  beach itself. So it's a  simple type of gear and they can  be highly effective  and highly efficient and  depending on the mesh size, they  can be somewhat indiscriminate,  if you will, in what they  harvest, in that everything trapped  within the net is drawn  into the beach. And that's  about all I have on really the function  of them. Again, it's a simple type  of fishing gear.  
So this is a manual, a manual  netting system and I mean,  you're only going to bring in fish.  You're not going to bring in a blue  whale. I mean, there's no way two  people could drag in something very,  very large. [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  
I understand that, but it's not  like you're going to catch this  big, huge 800-pound manatee or anything.  
Mr. Chair, I think the issue  for people is they are indiscriminate.  They drag in everything. It doesn't  matter. It's not just fish. It's  everything on the bottom,  it's small fish, crustaceans.  
Okay. I mean, you're not going  -- I guess the point, is I've heard  discussion and I've had discussion  when people have said you can bring  in a manatee with this thing or  a sea turtle. A 600-pound sea turtle,  you're not going to be able to drag  in with that thing? Can it? I'm  asking. I don't know. I don't fish.  
I would say no.  
Okay. And you're not going to  get a sea mammal in there of large  proportions.  
I would say no.  
Okay. Okay. That was just a concern  that I had from some people.  
And I may caveat this photograph.  This is a historic photograph  from the West Coast of Florida  in a lagoon atmosphere and this  net from many decades ago, may  have been 600  to 1000 feet in length and it could  have even been, I believe from the  photographs accompanying this one  that I found, it could have  been set with a motorized vessel  in a large, large distance of  shoreline. A net in use today would  be  restricted to 500 square feet in  total area and would therefore  be smaller, perhaps 5 feet high  and 100  feet long would be it.  
I suppose that's where I was  going, was is there any  regulation now, or if this discussion  came forward, would we be putting  regulations on  these things? All right. Is there  any other staff report on this matter?  
Mr. Chair, I need to you  clarify your last statement. The  regulation is already on the books.  It's been on the books since 1970.  
Okay.  
The request was from the mayor  of Oakhill through an e-mail to  the county council to  ask you all to make a request of  Florida fish and wildlife to  remove the prohibition of seine  nets. Okay.  
Like I said, this is only for  discussion today. This is  not a voteable issue.  
Well, you all as a governing  body don't have any control over  Florida fish and wildlife. The most  you could do as a governing body  is make a request.  
Right.  
They are a constitutional entity  and they have control over all of  the wildlife and fishing regulations  in the state of Florida.  
Okay, and so the fish and wildlife  has banned this particular--  
No, the Florida legislature banned  it.  
Okay.  
In 1970.  
Okay.  
The Florida legislature passed  a special act that, among other  things, among many other things  in Volusia County, said  no seine nets in the saltwaters  of Volusia County.  And those  rules -- that special act became  a rule in the Florida  administrative code, first under  marine fisheries, then under  Florida fish and wildlife.  Florida fish and wildlife has the  sole control and the final decision-making  on whether or not there will be  seine nets. What they are doing  is going throughout the state of  Florida and requesting of local  governments where the rules are  either superseded by other rules  or are no longer make sense,  asking those local governments if  they would like to amend their,  the local rules. They have not reached  Volusia County yet. They have done  some of the ones down on the West  Coast. They did ask us in 2012 whether  or  not we wanted to address pin  fish traps and crab traps, which  the county council said go ahead  and take that rule off the books.  They subsequently passed a rule  taking that  one off the books. As to this issue  on the seine netting, they have  not come to us yet. My understanding  from the e-mail is the mayor of  Oakhill had a conversation with  someone from Florida fish and wildlife  and based on that conversation,  we would like Volusia County to  address it.  
The mayor is here and he did  drop in a request. He'll be addressing  that, I'm sure, correct?  He will be.  
But today was just miss  Denys, based on the mayor's e-mail,  asking the county council get more  information on how the rule  was put in place  and what  it does, what it does,  I guess. Then  you can make a decision.  
Are there any seine nets in the  county, in the state--  
There are prohibitions in other  counties. Seine nets are primarily  used in shallow Waters, not in deep  waters. While  there are waters in Brevard county  you can use, there are local rules,  several creeks in Brevard county  where you cannot use them.  There are prohibitions down on  the Southwest coast of Florida  you cannot use seine acts. 45 special  acts were incorporated into rules,  that are applicable in 45 of the  67 counties. That's what Florida  fish and wildlife is going through  right now, are those to see whether  or not those rules should still  be in place. But to say blanketly  that they are not -- this is the  only place, that is not a correct  statement. There are other locations  where seine  nets are also prohibited. 
Yes, there is citizen participation,  if you would like to hear them first.  Would  you like the floor?  
Okay. Is there any other staff  comment, discussion? All right.  We're going to  go to Mr. Douglas Gibson and Mr.  Mayor, and Stephen kitner. Is  there anybody else that has --  this is on the seine nets. You need  to turn in the yellow slip to this  young lady right here so I can get  that. Mr. Gibson, good morning,  Mr. Mayor. How are you today?  
Good morning.  
Please state your name and position  for the record.  
Douglas Gibson, 297 river road,  Oakhill, Florida. I currently hold  the position of mayor of the city  of Oakhill.  
Very well.  
I would like to open just by  thanking the chair, the council,  staff,  for even addressing this. It came  to my attention by commercial fishermen  who said they can go to Brevard,  they can go to Flagler and they  can use   seine nets, but they can't use them  in Volusia County. Didn't make any  sense to me. My thinking is this  must be a state rule. So I get a  hold of the regional director, Shannon  Wright. Shannon Wright told me that  it was the Volusia County Council  that requested the ban.  And she also said that at this  time, that  the FWC is reviewing  these rules, and as stated by council,  they are looking at if  it's antiquated, if it's needed.  And so I addressed y'all to look  at this.  At the time that this was brought  to my attention,  gasoline was 3.50. These commercial fishermen have  to load up their boats and nets  and go to other counties. It doesn't  make any sense to me. I realize  there's opposition to this from  the conservationists. I understand  that. I would really hope the  conversationists will get on board  to stop what's really going  to kill the lagoon. And that's septic  tanks. All of us  and this council, I commend  you for your move.  Mary Connors needs to be applauded  for moving this like she has.  Getting back  to this seine net, the number of  fish that they  target are mullet, spots,  Whitings, croakers, sheep head.  Depending upon the size mesh  they  use, smaller fish escape.  And it's a targeted type system.  I hope that y'all will consider  to contact  the FWC and remove the ban.  Thank you.  
 Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Mr. Kitner? Then after Mr. Kitner,  we will have Mr. Clay Henderson.  Come on down front. Have a seat  in the front.  And Sara Gladnull .  [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  
So you have a small child. Just  in case she gets a little antsy,  we'll leave you near the door.  Stephen?  
Stephen kitner, 2412 Oxford road.  Last time the fish and game came  before council, I was your staff  council standing up here talking  about it, so it's been a while.  But, you know, we work so hard  to build up a recreational  fishery down there. Council has  spent hundreds of thousands of dollars.  We  saw Clay's letter detailing it.  We spent a lot of time.  What we've created here, we are  -- our concern here is this type  of activity historically has been  a conflict with the commercial fishing,  with recreational fishing, a conflict  there between those two. We do not  want to see something done  by council that begs back down that  pathogen.   path again. That is very important.  We've spent a lot of time  building the recreational fishery  and we need to protect it. We need  to protect the lagoon as well.  Brief and short. Clay will have  more to say than I will. Thank you  all very much.  
Thank you. Thank you, Steve.  Mr. Henderson, please state your  name and address. You know the rules.  
I do.  
Have the floor.  
Okay. Good. You almost gave me  a minute and a half.  
Okay. Give him one  minute and a half.  
Now, now. My name is Clay Henderson.  It will be the first time that I'll  tell you my new job, director of  the Stetson institute for water  and the environment. And  now full-time with Stetson. The  lagoon is very much a priority for  us. So we will be taking an issue  of both faculty and student research  and issues of the lagoon. I was  asked to write a letter. I presume  you got it yesterday because of  my long-time involvement in this  issue, involved with the net ban  and also involved as a sponsor of  the constitutional amendment in  the past wildlife commission. This  has been the law of Volusia County  for 45 years. Interesting, the reason  why it was put into effect really  wasn't lagoon, because they were  using kill nets back then. It was  because of the seine netters were  using them on the beach. Have you  piles and piles of dead and rotting  fish on our beaches and that  was the primary reason  for the bill. The net  ban took effect in '94 and  that effectively ended large netting  operations in the lagoon  and across the state and -- but  then in '98, the fish and  wildlife conservation commission  was also constitutionally  established and this special act  as with many others were then  converted to rule of the  commission at that time. As Ms.  Seaman says, there are many other  places around the state where there  is a similar prohibition and there  are other prohibitions, very specific  issues in Volusia County and  Brevard County as well.  From the environmental community,  the conservation, broader conservation  community, we just feel like this  issue is well settled. It should  have been well settled over the  past 45 years and does not need  to be reintroduced. The other thing  to keep in mind is not only is  this a matter of pre-emption to  the state. Almost all the waters  of the lagoon are under the jurisdiction  of the national park service. National  park service is looking very closely  at this issue and all other issues  relating to commercial fishing.  I assure you that commercial fishing  and use of seine nets in national  parks around the country, I'm not  aware of any other place where that  would be the case.  So as Ms. Denys says, this is  really, this is the third rail--  
Fourth rail.  
In the state of Florida, this  is the third rail, because these  constitutional amendments passed  twice with over  70% of the vote and this is  one you tread into these waters  at your own peril. Last thing I  would say is this. I hear you're  not going to take action. That's  great. Don't take action. But if  you do, the commission is  going to require before they would  take your recommendation as a matter  of practice that it be done after  a duly noticed public hearing and  we'll get -- you want to see a crowd,  you'll see a crowd that day.  Thank you. 
Thank you, Clay.  Ms. Gladnull.  
Good morning.  
Lovely child.  
It's been one of those mornings,  as you can see.  
Okay.  
My name is Sara gladnull. I  represent the Florida wildlife commission.  
I need you to state your name  and address.  
Florida wildlife federation northeast  Ohio. We are a statewide conservation  organization. We are the hunters,  we are the anglers, the bird watchers,  the kayakers, hikers, the bikers.  We are the ones that are  protecting our natural resources  for us to enjoy today and for  the next generation, and to educate  our community about the whys and  ethical use about our natural resources.  Yesterday, you received a letter  of opposition to this idea from  our vice president of conservation,  as well as our general council,  Mr. Preston Robertson. We feel very  strongly about this issue that we  decided to also send a physical  representation here today to be  in person. We do ask  that you not lift this restriction  from the books. I reside in St.  Johns county. They do have seine  nets there. I will tell you, we  field phone calls all day long from  tourists, as well as residents  about the unwanted bicatch that  council member Dinneen had talked  about. It's not about the manatees  or the whales being pulled in. It's  about the nurseries and the other  species that aren't targeted that  end up being the more unwanted bicatch  and not appropriately being thrown  back. We ask that -- we do oppose  this. We are on record opposing  this idea and we ask this discussion  does not continue forward today.  Thank you.  
Is there any other public  participation?  And come forward, sir. Thank you, ma'am.  You are Scott--  
Green. 932  Indian hammock drive, Osteen. I  would just like to address the council  on the matter of practicality  of this whole thing.  Last year, there were  430,000 pounds of mullet landed  in  Volusia County with, with  legal cast nets, which are very  effective. They are targeted, the  cast nets, like all nets are limited  to 500 square feet.  So we're talking a 12-foot cast  net, which is effective. If you  think about a 500 square feet seine  net, you're talking about a net  that's probably not much bigger  than the sir sum  freeness of this Diaz.  You're talking about effectively  a  very, very small apparatus  that is very infect  ineffective for the most part.  Unfortunately the way they can be  used effectively is to be used illegally.  We've had a number of arrests around  the state where seine nets  are allowed and the way the law  reads, a person can have two  nets on the boat at one time.  So two people can have four nets  and  the, the way that this is  has been used illegally and effectively  in other counties is  by putting the four nets on the  boat, going into a remote area,  tying the nets together, and then  you have something that will catch  fish. And so unfortunately, the  only way they  can be used effectively  is illegally. As I said, we've had  a number of arrests around the state,  people using the nets in this manner.  So I just want -- I guess the  focus again is a 500-square foot  seine net is ineffective, not nearly  as effective as the nets being used  now. I see no reason to pursue this.  I would recommend that the  council not pursue it.  Thank you.  
Is there anybody else?  Ms. Summerford?  
No, sir.  
Very well. Mr. Wagner, you have  the floor sir.  
Doing nothing is doing nothing.  Okay.  I'm doing nothing.  
Okay. Mr. Wagner is not doing  anything.  Ms. Denys?  [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  
He says -- if I don't -- it's  very simply this. Watch this.  If I call for a motion and we don't  have a motion or a second, the issue  dies. We go to item 4.  
Right. It would be a point of  order and a motion to not do something  is out of order.  
That is correct.  
So I will -- seeing no further  discussion, is there a motion on  the floor?  
Discussion, Mr. Chair?  
Well, we can have discussion.  
I was not recognized.  
I see nothing.  
You called on me and then--  
Then your light went off. I was,  like, okay. Ms. Denys.  
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  It's interesting in the discussion,  we talked about septic tanks earlier  and the water quality.  And clearly, they said there's no  line in the water. There's no line  between Brevard and Flagler County.  Now, these nets, if I'm -- if  it's accurate, tell me if I'm wrong,  they are allowed in Flagler. And  they are allowed in Brevard. Is  that true, Jamie?  
In some locations in Brevard.  Not all of Brevard.  Brevard does prohibit seine nets  in some locations within the  county.  
But they are allowed. So  -- and this is a process. This  is -- I've learned a lot on  this issue, I will say. Clay,  I have learned an awful lot. But  at the same time, there's also that  tension between the sports fishermen  and the commercial fishermen on  this issue that's probably the elephant  in the room nobody wants to talk  about here, that's really where  the tension is here, too, as well  as the environmental impact. And  I get that. I understand that. But  at the same time, you, you  have -- you have -- my struggle  is, and it still is, I understand  the rationale. I understand the  presentations. I understand the  concern and the harm to the lagoon.  We're here to protect it, absolutely  do. But at the same time, it seems  to be an inequality that it can  happen in Brevard, it can happen  in Flagler, but it's not going  to happen here. There are -- we  don't drop a gate at Flagler. We  don't during that period a gate  at Brevard. The waters  -- those lines exist. For the record,  that's my  concern, is obviously from council,  it's not going to go anywhere. But  it's an issue worthy of discussion  and I think we've done that, but  I don't think it's  going to go anywhere. I'm finished.  
And when you said I don't think  it's going to go anywhere, nobody  said anything. Mr. Patterson?  
To Ms. Denys' point, we have  ordinances in Volusia County that  may not apply in other counties.  So, you know, I think we're  unique in our way that the water  is shallow out there in the lagoon.  
That's true.  
And it makes it effective for  them  to use those nets. I've received  a lot of nice  e-mails, very polite e-mails  regarding this issue. I received  some very obnoxious e-mails regarding  this. I just kind of  chock it up to it must be spin fishermen  because fly-fishermen would never  be rude to anybody. [ LAUGHTER ]  
Well, and to that point, if I  could add to that, too, it's  interesting on the e-mails of when  we have issues like this, as is  my way, you can ask my assistant.  I set out folders and rules for  e-mails to file them. Then I take  a look at them. Well, I would say  90% of the e-mails that I received  on this issue are from outside Volusia  County. The citizens. So when  I receive an e-mail, if it doesn't  have your name and  address and location, it's --  I'm on tilt very genuinely with  that. So going  forward on issues if you're listening  and you want my attention, please  put your name, your address, your  location and if you're Volusia County  resident that will have an  impact. But  anyway, there you go.  
Okay. I still haven't heard a  motion. And I will go to Mr. Dinneen.  You have a comment on this particular  matter?  
Yes, only in the larger sense.  And that is what I'm prepared to  do,  because I think this issue has brought  something to my attention that I've  noticed in the past. And that is  we've had occasion where  council members wanted to have --  to bring up a topic to discuss to  decide whether they wanted to discuss  it. In other words, I mean, that's  -- they just wanted the information  or they wanted to discuss something,  which you have a right to do. What  I'm going to look for, I'm going  to look for a way to list  this on the agenda in the future  so that we signify that.  So for example, Mr. Wagner, when  you said nothing's doing nothing,  really the only thing that would  come out of this is if you decided  you wanted to carry on this conversation  further, you would have given me  direction as to what you wanted  the staff to do to bring forward  this on another agenda. I  really do think that I'm going to  try and come up with some language  on the way I list that so that you'll  see and you'll approve it in the  future so you know what I'm doing.  So as we don't scare people about  the fact that somehow you may take  action on something when sometimes  you just want to discuss something  among yourselves before you dispied  decide you  want to take on the initiative.  It's not fair to you and I don't  think it's fair to the public, because  I think people assume because it's  on there that it's an item for a  decision. I need to find a way,  and I'm going to try and do that,  to clarify, this is not the first  time this has happened.  But I do think that -- I don't want  council members feeling intimidated  that if they just want to discuss  an item for -- to decide whether  among themselves collegiately because  of the sunshine laws, you're not  allowed to talk to each other.  Then some cases it's really can  we talk about whether we want to  really get into this. I think that's  fair. I'll look for a  way to word that on the agenda so  in the future the media will know.  I believe I need to do that. So  I'm going to try and come back with  something and show you a way that  I would list it. Because I think  that may take some of the fear out  of people because what it would  mean is you -- if you were going  to actually take on an issue to  discuss, then they would know in  the future, it would be on the  agenda, then it would be more of  a serious issue where you may be  taking direction or action. In this  case, it was just discussing whether  you wanted to discuss it. But it's  not the first time this has happened  to me. I think I need to clarify  that in the future on our agenda.  Okay. Thank you.  
Very well. See?  She agreed. Ms. Denys?  
Just a closing comment. The manager  makes a very good point.  I was going to close with Florida  sunshine law, forgot to touch that.  We cannot discuss as a council anything  outside of these Chambers. So when  I get concerns from constituents  or an issue, any of us, this is  where it belongs. And at any time,  even if it's uncomfortable and there's  those that don't agree with it,  this is the  venue for discussion and we cannot  -- I won't be bullied into stopping  discussion or public discourse on  any issue that belongs in chambers,  whether we take action, don't take  action, this is a venue that  is my responsibility, our responsibility  as elected  representatives and so this is where  it belongs. This is where it will  stay. Council members, let's not  shy away from any issue just because  there could be organized e-mail  opposition from outside of  Volusia County, as is usually the  case in most of the issues that  we get a lot of pushback on.  So thank you for the conversation.  Thank you for the discourse. And  because of the Florida sunshine  law, here we are.  Thank you.  
And Ms. Cusack?  
I wanted to make my comments  prior, but she beat me to the  punch.  
I'm sorry. I was just going down  the list.  
All I wanted to say to all of  us that it is important that we  have the opportunity to have  this type of dialogue.  And Mr. Dinneen, I don't think the  approach that we have been  using in the past requires any  further scrutiny other than the  fact that it's  an issue that has come through a  council member and I  think we have judiciary responsibility  to bring it forward. Now, whether  or not it's going to be a vote,  then that can be added to the agenda.  But if it's for discussion, and  I thought this was for  discussion and it indicated that.  It did not indicate we would be  voting on anything here today. So  I don't know how you can  improve upon that. But I don't think  that we ought to not have this open  dialogue. If it's important enough  for a citizen to bring it to us,  it's important enough for us to  have  some discussion about it. Whether  we agree or disagree, it's important  that we discuss it. So I  think that Ms. Denys, it was appropriate.  We're here.  It just further substantiates the  fact that there are still concerns  and there will always be unfinished  business in any issue that we discuss.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
Okay. I still have not seen or  heard a motion. And  in request -- maybe this for an  idea here--  
Is there a motion necessary?  
No, no.  
When there is just a discussion,  we would move to the next agenda  item.  
I'm going to move to the next  agenda item unless somebody  comes up with a motion--  
Mr. Chair, I move for a 10-minute  recess.  
Okay. If I may.  
Second.  
So noted. But I was in the middle  of a discussion, if I may.  
Before we entertain that. When  it comes down to your discussion  items, you know, you were saying  how do we clarify that? Maybe  here it should have said  discussion only and then seine  nets. There is now a motion on the  floor for 10-minute recess by Mr.  Patterson and a second by  Mr. Lowry. By Ms. Denys. Bad  ear on that side. I apologize. And  a second? All those in favor, please  signify by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed? So carried.  We will take a 10-minute recess.  .  
Chambers, please come to order.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you're  still having conversations, if you  could please take the conversations  out of the chambers, because we  are going to  continue on with business. Next  item up, item number 4, had funding  for the Indian River Lagoon council.  Seeings  how Mr. Dinneen is -- you're the  one.  
This is only to highlight the  payment that the council agreed  on and to clarify that we were  not  paying for the St. Johns -- I  forget the phrase, the St. Johns  organization, which was $20,000.  I wanted to highlight this is the  payment so you knew there is no  -- it's all clear to everybody we're  making the $50,000 payment.  That's it.  
That's it.  
-- oh thought we had to have  a motion.  
Dan's right. This is it on the  agenda. Not only are we informing  you, you actually have to take action  to make this. I'm sorry. The  real reason it's on here is to clarify,  make sure everybody's in agreement  and this is the payment we're making.  
Yeah, what was it, two meetings  ago, we said no to it or postponed  it. Now we're here. Now we're here.  
Discussion and postponement.  And also the clarifications made  to me that we were not supporting  the other organization. This was  in lieu of that. I clarify that  also today that this is the only  payment we're making in this nature.  If you agree that this is what you  want to do.  
Very well. Mr. Daniels, seeings  how you are representative on that  council, I shall give you the floor,  sir.  
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move  that we approve the $50,000 payment  to the Indian River Lagoon council.  
There is a motion for approval  with a second by Mr. Wagner. You  still  have the floor sir.  
I think this is really going  to pay dividends to the county.  You know, we had this -- we have  these legislative changes that we  want to make. By joining this group,  we will be joining a group where  the representatives, the legislative  delegation is much stronger than  the one that we have.  It's got Chris deFoley involved,  Negron. We have a real chance of  making these kinds of changes, much  greater than we have right now.  And we have a much greater chance  of getting the founding  funding we need for our septic  tank bs pro. Thank you.  
Thank you, sir. Ms. Denys?  
Thank you. I'm glad year supporting  this. What Mr. Dinneen was referring  to, council had previously had  in the budget 20,000 for the  St. John River -- is Tom here?  St. John River Alliance  Coalition, whatever. So we're not  going to fund that. We're going  to move the 20,000. So it's a net  cost to the general fund of 30,000.  It's not  50, because this other organization,  I don't think they have even met  yet once this year, isn't that correct?  And the one they did send, just  pictures of a  kayak trip on the water.  I'm very comfortable making sure  we don't fund this organization  again and put  our dollars and our energy into  the Indian River Lagoon. And our  new executive director is in the  audience. We should probably --  I don't know, Mr. Chair, if you're  going to introduce him.  
Mr. Dupree was going to be called  forward to introduce himself.  
Okay.  
He did come in earlier today  and speak on this matter, so he  really can't speak on the  matter. But just -- I'll let you  come up and say hi and introduce  yourself, but the rules are the  rules, sir. I can't let you discuss  it because you already discussed  it once.  
Yes. Duane DeFries, I reside  in Brevard county and Indian Atlantic.  I want to say hello, and thank you,  and I look forward to  working with you all.  
Thank you, sir. You can sit on  the front row.  
I'm going to go do some work.  
I'm impressed.  
Let me give you a bit of information.  On my way to Palatka to work  with the new executive director,  Anne shore tell and DEP  representative Drew Bartlett, who  have a very exciting project for  the Indian River Lagoon council  that will involve large stormwater  planning. I had a discussion in  the hallway with your stormwater  staff and so this is one of  those powerful partnerships that  the councilman was talking about.  But thank you.  
And, you know, we were really  lucky to get Duane DeFries to  take the job. We had a lot of good  applicants, but Duane was head and  shoulders above anyone else. The  only difficulty we had in negotiating  his contract is he is an Avid surfer.  And he has to take off and go to  Indonesia, is it, surfing?  
Yeah, I think maybe the councilmen  and I, probably we ought to get  a trip going. [ LAUGHTER ]  
All right.  
Okay.  
Good luck to you.  
Yeah, good luck. All right.  And I had -- I was up next.  I had a discussion with our next  speaker, Mr. Kitner.  Head on  up here, Steve, during our little  break here. He and I were discussing  the matter of it takes good  partnerships to get these grant  dollars to flow in from the  federal level. And without a good  partnership with Indian River Lagoon,  we really won't stand a chance with  doing anything to get any kind of  funding from the federal level.  It's going to be tougher at the  state level. So it's, you know,  I agree with him. And I am in support  of this, this project to get this  going here, because this is one  of those partnerships we really  do need because it brings everybody  together. So without further ado,  Mr. Kitner?  
You stole my thunder. Did you  see that?  
I could do that! I got the gavel!  
Stephen kitner, 2412 Oxford  road, Deland, Florida. Yes.  As you all know my reputation of  bringing in grant money, that's  what I did.  Partnerships are the way to do it.  The new version of this organization,  the 2.0 here, Clay and I were involved  with it from the very, very beginning.  It's a great  way to build those partnerships  to prove to the government and private  foundations, because with your  partnership with project H20, that's  the private sector group I've been  talking about, the project H20,  you have a chance now to tie in  those private foundations as well.  So we've got some great opportunities  here. I just want to support this  fully, tell you it's the best money  you will ever spend. I have  also known Duane DeFries for almost  30 years. I tried to hire him twice.  Glad you finally got him hired,  because he is a great asset. He  is very well known nationally. And  he will do you a very good job.  That's all I want to say. Two  quick presentations for me today.  
I'm impressed, Steve.  
I can be quick.  
You can do quick. Good. I'll  start counting on that. Okay. Seeing  -- is there any other  citizen participation, Ms. Summerford?  
No, sir.  
Okay. Very well. There is no  more citizen participation. Is there  any other council comments? Discussion?  Without, we will now go for the  vote. All those in favor of approval  of funding the Indian River  Lagoon council for an expenditure  of $50,000 annual, please signify  by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed. So carried,  unanimous. Thank you very much.  We're part  of the team there.  
Next item  up, number 5, the  2015-16 southeast Volusia county  advertising authority budget presentation.  We're doing this again. 
Good morning.  Tammy Bong. Your last action, if  you recall,  we approved one- twelveth of  the budget. We want to  amend the FY '16 budget, so  total budget would be 2,656,487  as an amended budget. And Renee  is here to go over the details of  that budget for you  today. 
Good morning, everyone.  Third time's a charm. Since we've been through this several  time, I'm going to go ahead and  skip over and get to where we have  made changes to the budget that  we want to discuss.  The personnel services is one area  that we've made changes to the  budget and we worked with the county  HR department to reclassify and  redefine the positions at the authority.  They are also now new marketing  coordinator positions to address  public relations, as well as an  advertising agency liaison.  We also increased the salary for  the executive director by $20,000  in order to attract highly qualified  candidates for the position. These  changes have increased the  personnel services budget by 
     $41,932. In the summary budget  comparison, the board added fall  and spring beach weeks, as well  as the sports tourism initiative  and last night first day  promotion into the marketing PR  line,  which increased it by  $2051 -- $251,335.  Funding for these programs were  taken from the reserves account.  Funding for the canceled balloon  sky fest in the amount of  $15,000 has been backed out. And  please notice that the line item  of expenditures remains the same.  And then we have expenditures by  category. And that  remains the same as last time. And  then the budget detail remains the  same as last time.  And then I'm showing the events  expenditures, event support expenditures  where you can see the sports tourism  initiative  with the two asterisks. That was  taken out.  That is Siva initiatives. So it was taken and  put into a  separate line item. So the total amount approved  last year was $172,000. As I had  mentioned earlier, the event funding  request was met in September.  And the balloon and sky fest was  approved and that's been backed  out. And then the board decided  to fund the sports initiative with  promotional advertising fund. So  those are the changes that  have been made. Any questions?  
Okay. So that's the end of the  presentation.  Okay.  
I just wanted to explain the  changes.  
Ms. Denys?  
Thank you.  Thank you, again, 
     for stepping in. With  the budget, with the sky  fest, there's a professional marketer  of these types of operations who  has now stepped in and I think they  are now trying to negotiate a contract  with them and the city and the community.  I don't want to say organizers,  but they are the community  organizers.  So is it possible to amend your  budget? Let's say this festival  comes up in the spring.  He resurrect it under a professional  marketing team with the support  of the city and other partners yet  again. Is it possible for them to  come back to Siva and reapply for  the  grant?  
I would certainly feel that it  would be since this is an out-of-the-ordinary  case.  
Okay.  
And that they did initially approve  funding for it, most definitely.  I did talk to Blaine about that  the other day.  
Good. I was just going to go  there. Yeah, thank you. There's  some great connections. And I think  this is probably going to strengthen  what's going to happen, what I think's  going to happen in this organization.  It will strengthen the event and  it will just blossom and grow  even more so than it has  already.  That's been great community collaboration.  I wanted to make sure of that. With  that, I have no other questions.  I move approval.  
There's a motion for approval  by Ms. Denys and a  second by Mr. Lowry. Still  have the floor, ma'am. Okay.  You concede.  Ms. Cusack? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. I wanted  to look at the personnel, the executive  director. You say you're increasing  the  starting to -- by 20?  
Yes. It was originally budgeted  for 70. However, we  took the county HR classification  for the executive director for the  job responsibilities and it went  up -- the range went as high as  a little over 95,000.  So they decided to attract  better qualified candidates to increase  it to 90.  
So how does that compare with  the other authorities?  
Well, speaking of me, for  myself, I've been here quite sometime  and I have a much  smaller budget. I'm on the  lower end of that.  As to Daytona Beach, their budget  is certainly, what, three times  more.  
Ms. Cusack, I can get Tom to  get the exacts, but it's all supposed  to be in line. I'll call him down  here. But when they did it, it's  all supposed to be in line in  relationship, uniformly to what  responsibilities they have. So that  position should pay and be in line  with the responsibilities in relationship  to this job. If you give me a minute,  I'll have Tom come over and get  that for me.  
I think  that we have gotten into problems  simply because of some concern as  it relates to raises and this type  of thing that have happened. I just  wanted to make sure that as  we look at advertising authorities,  three of them, that we are  in line with the  responsibilities, as well as  income so that we'll attract  qualified folk to make sure that  the pay is in line with what's acceptable  in the area for advertising authorities,  or in the state, around the state  that  has advertising authority. And this does not address -- is  there any safety net in place  that addresses raises that come  up  for the personnel services?  
The Siva board has requested  that any raises or proposed raises  for personnel, that it is detailed  out in the yearly budget from now  on and that they are apprised of  that and that  they approve that.  
Charles Harrgood, deputy county  attorney. In addition to that, any  raises that are proposed to be approved  by the board have to be reviewed  by Tom Moats, director of personnel,  to make sure they are consistent  and compliant.  
Is that new?  
That's new.  
Yes, that's new.  
Also, Mr. Moats also is supposed  to approve the offer that's  made to the executive director.  Once they -- when they have selected,  gotten to that point, I'm going  to talk about that in a minute.  But he's supposed -- this is new,  too. He's supposed to look at that  offer and make sure that offer makes  sense in relationship to not only  what the responsibility of the job  and what the job is, but in relationship  to the experience and the resume  this person has. This is all new,  so that -- what will happen there,  if there is a problem, Tom will  let me know and then I  can make the council aware of any  issues.  
I just think that since we are  responsible for this budget that  we need to have some  insight as to what is happening  with the budget other than  hindsight  when things hit the media, then  we still are responsible, but we  didn't know anything about it. So  I want to make sure we have  in place safety nets that  address those types of issues. Even  so much as you look at your  executive director, I know that  that is the board's  responsibility, but the board  responsibilities fall into the laps  of the county council. I think we  ought to be able to have  some input and looking at who we  are having that leading these agencies.  And so to  my colleagues, I say to you,  we need to be mindful of this.  And we need to have some input,  if you will,  agreement as who we  have in leadership as these  executive directors. Thank you,  Mr. Chair. Thank you.  
Mr. Chair, I've had a number  of council members approach me  about that. This is like  deja vu all over again for me. These  issues we've had, and if you honestly  look at the record, I think Josh  and Joyce may have been here when  I made this prediction, that this  was going to happen again.  And there's concerns.  And I think it's enough money down  there.  They have enough issues that I don't  think it's a small concern to the  public. One of the things, and  Ms. Cusack needs to talk about this,  is she mentioned to me, which I  think is a good idea, is that  when they make a final selection,  the council can always -- they make  decisions for themselves, but in  the end, you don't have to approve  their budget either. So  you do -- here's the point. You  are responsible, so you do have  a level of control. One of the things  I think Ms. Cusack may want to ask  you is obviously this would be an  agreement you have. This is not  something you would be required  to do. But I think it's a good idea.  And that is when they pick a  director, and by the way, she  showed me  Tom's salary is 132. His agency  is a lot bigger. He has a lot more  people. But they are all in relationship.  That's what Tom is to make sure  they are, in terms of -- [ INDISCERNIBLE  ]  
No, he started at less than that.  That would  be his newest salary. The point  is now under our new rules, it's  a lot better regulated. Quite frankly,  let's give Renee credit. She's the  one who picked a lot of this out.  She's the one that saw these  problems and brought them to us.  She has been a big help, part of  the solution. What you might want  to consider doing is when they select  a final candidate, it has to go  to Tom for his review to see if  that offer's correct. We could provide  the council,  our council with a copy of that  resume and who this person is that  gives you all an overview,  because you have oversight on the  budget. It would be nice, and I  think this is a concern I have because  of all the issues, that it should  be, I would hope, a person that  all seven of you  would agree on. Whoever they pick,  obviously what I'm suggesting is  not something that you don't pick  the  person, but an endorsement. I think  that endorsement, I think she suggests  to me all seven, I think that's  a good idea. I think if we're going  to run into an issue, it would be  nice that the seven of you at least  looked and thought, especially I  am very concerned on the  background of this person, the   transparency, the  professionalism, and the  fiduciary credentials this  person has to make sure that all  of our guidelines are followed.  So I'll let Joyce speak for  herself on that, but, you know,  that may be something you want to  look at. I know it would make me  feel better if this council saw  who they were going to hire. And  I don't mean it by majority. I mean  it really should be a point where  all seven of you think that makes  sense. Just a thought.  
Ms. Cusack?  
Thank you, Mr. Manager.  I agree with that, simply  because if you are going to  ultimately be responsible, then  you ought to have knowledge, at  least  who is leading the train, in  addition to the board. So I would  hope that maybe -- I would like  to hear from my colleagues if you  think that might be something that  you might be  interested in or think it's worth  our time to take a look at.  That's where I am. 
And under our process, because  Tom has to put together  that, review that final offer, we  will know and have available to  us the resumes, all the resume information  and the background information on  that candidate before they actually  make that offer to the candidate.  So I will have all of that  information. And if the council  so chooses that they would like  to see it, considering what we've  gone over and over again with, I  don't think it would hurt for the  council to look at it and see if  the decision -- if they think  that recommendation makes sense. 
Okay.  I think we're going -- we're  looking at a slippery slope here  on this issue here with the  directors, because it states in  their bilaws and then the rules  that their board chooses their director.  If we're going to approve or  disapprove of that, does that not  kind of create a little bit of a  conflict? Why have that ruling?  I just want to make sure that we're  above board. I don't have a problem--  
You're not selecting them. I'm  suggesting you would look  and endorse whether you think there's  a potential issue. If you or the  council think there's an issue,  that ought to be brought up to their  board. Let's not kid ourselves.  
No.  
Some of these decisions have  not been good decisions.  And you've got a history where  people, I'm not sure, think that  things are always run as  efficiently as they should be.  So I have been disappointed in the  people they have hired as director.  I will not kid you.  Quite frankly, I think that we've  put in all kinds of controls now.  All I'm saying is we will have  that information in our hands.  Maybe the other question is why  would -- I can't imagine that board  wouldn't want to know if you had  a concern. This would be registering  if you have a concern. If the seven  of you, nobody has a concern, well  then that's fine. But if you have  a concern--  
Voice it.  
Yes, they need to know that.  
Okay.  
I guess that's what I'm saying.  
Okay. Now I  understand it, because -- in my  brain, it probably registered incorrectly.  I'm just -- all right. Moving  off of that subject on to  another subject, you stated that  possibly next year they are thinking  about this balloon fest again?  Am I correct? Going to an outside  agency?  
Can we finish that other subject  before we go to that?  
I was done with that.  
I thought Ms --  
I mean, I was -- I can go,  but I shall yield to you.  Couple -- one more question on that  balloon fest, but I'll go to  you on that subject.  
Talking about what the manager  is talking about, and I agree with  you, councilman Cusack and I agree  with you, Mr. Davis, it is a slippery  slope. I  do think we need to put more controls  in, but not just at the southeast  Volusia ad authority. It has to  be across the board. We have to  include all three ad authorities.  And I can remember when I was first  elected when we were dealing with  a Carney carnage down there, southeast  Volusia ad authority at that time,  I remember asking the council at  that time to do a workshop and  put some controls in and a few  parameters and I think everybody  was battle-weary because they were  tired of talking about it. I understand  that. Here we are, not to the same  degree, but I think it's time to  have a workshop. I think it's  time that we meet as  a council with the ad authority  board members because there seems  to be a gap between us sometimes  and them and they feel like it's  a gotcha moment. They walk in to  hear the budget or say things and  it's the first time they have heard  from us. So maybe we need to do  it, because it is ultimately our  responsibility. I think we need  to have a workshop. We need a round  table, a discussion, that this is  a council, this is what we expect.  These are the questions I will ask.  These are the questions I ask behind  the scenes. You may not hear it.  You may not see it, but this is  the accountability that I look  for and I ask for. And I  also think as a matter of policy,  I think we should implement a policy  that any time an executive director,  there is a change, an exit audit  is normal  part of the parting process. Without  question, I don't care who it is,  that way it's not discriminatory,  it's a matter of policy.  If an executive director leaves  an  exit audit is automatically  kicks in within six-month time,  whatever we decide. But  in the salary parameters and the  pay raise notices, I want to make  sure, again, we're not just singling  one ad authority out. I'm not saying  I disagree with it, but I think  it has to be across the board. It  has to be with all the ad authorities.  It has to be inclusive.  I don't want -- I know none of  us want to be here with any authority.  So it behooves us, and I think  now is the time, and I'm actually  more comfortable with this process,  Mr. Manager,  because Evelyn Fine has  been responsible for the process  and even the questions, because  I sat through the questions that  were  asked when Mr -- who is the  gentleman from southeast? Tim hamby,  when they went through the process,  southeast Volusia did the process  with Mr. Hanby, and I remember sitting  in the audience going, are you kidding  me? You're asking these questions?  They were just asked.  They were just asked.  So we -- it's time for us to put  some more structure and discussion  and time into the ad authorities.  Because if we come back here  again, shame on us if it happens  again and  we don't invest the time needed  on our part to communicate with  the ad authority board members.  I would happen -- I would think  that they probably welcome it at  this stage so they know exactly  where they are, where we are, and  we come into agreement. They can  talk to us. We can talk to them,  but we've got -- we have to do something  in the positive times, not just  negative times. Mr. Chair, I  would like to see a workshop. Is  there a motion on the floor right  now?  
There is. It's your motion.  
I don't want to call. I want  to keep discussion.  
Let's take on the other discussion  after that motion, then. Let's --  we'll deal with that. Do you have  anything pertaining to the motion?  
Yes, sir.  
Please. Then I'm going to take  the floor back because I did have  a question.  
Where you think you are procedurally  with regard to the motion that's  before you, the council in the past  has, I  believe,  required the executive  director's salary offer to be  approved by Mr. Moats.  That's a condition of the budgetary  approval, which the council has  imposed. Thus  far, you have not -- I think the  authority is moving in a  helpful direction to put the salaries  of the staff within  approved classifications in their  own policies and procedures, which  Mr. Chumley will  be assisting in drafting in the  presentation, and I expect your  staff may have some input. But  you have not thus far made  it a condition of any of the  advertising authorities budgets  that you approve the policies  and procedures. It's within your  prerogative to do so. It  varies and their size and  scope vary. Nor have you made it  a condition of your budgetary approval  that  you approve to hiring of an executive  director. It would be within your  prerogative to do so if that's what  you mean to do so.  But while the presentation  before you indicates what the  intention is for policies and procedures,  if you mean to add to that,  that's where I think, you know,  the time is now, I don't want to  leave here with the impression that  you are required something, that  you haven't, that you want the --  this being the first, any  executive director's approval to  be brought before you. I think the  only way you do that is to  put  it on an agenda. So that would be  somewhat a variance because what  you've said now is they can hire  it and Mr.  Moats or whoever succeeds Mr. Moats  is approving the salary opportunity  and it's within a range. You've  said those executive directors are  within a range. You haven't addressed  by council  action  the ranges of those other  employees who are leased  employees actually.So I just want  the record to be clear what you  think you're acting upon.  
Right now, we're acting on approval  for the budget.  
Yes, sir.  
The way I understand it, Ms.  Denys, and I have to agree with  you, we need to sit down, and Ms.  Cusack, too, we need to sit down  as a council with our committees  and say, okay, we need to set some  ground rules so we don't have these  problems anymore. Because there's  a lot of problems coming around.  So I agree with that. I think we  should do that in a workshop kind  of environment so we can direct  staff how to do  what we are requesting. Is that  appropriate?  
Will we have -- if we have  any impact  on the next executive director,  that would have to be done pretty  soon. I think they are in the process  of doing  that as we speak.  
That's why we have Mr. Moats  here to give us our budgetary  issues or  lines with him, right?  
Let me suggest this. You've got  a couple things going on. You actually  have this process going on right  now. Mr. Moats is here. He can explain  how we -- you may  not need an explanation for.  He's gone back through, the salaries,  the appropriate ranges now. He's  done that now with staff, too, even  if they are leased employees or  contracted employees. That has to  be gone through his office. I will  tell you that a lot of this  was recommended by my office, but  quote, we didn't want to interfere,  and this was the quote, and that  they were independent and that we  should give them some Latitude.  I cautioned against that. Yes,  I was not alone. It was -- there  were a couple council members that  agreed with me. We're back to that  same position. I will tell you in  the case of  this executive director, as an  interim measure because you would  still have the workshop, but in  this position, Mr. Moats, they cannot  offer that job to this person without  Mr. Moats looking at what is being  offered, salary and benefits,  and he knows to come to me if  it's out of line at all. He also  at that time will know who the candidate  is by resume and he is doing the  background check, in addition to  the background check that was done.  I have no reason why he cannot  share that with the council members,  and if any one council member has  a concern at least at this stage  that could be brought  back to that board. So at least  for this executive director, in  other words, you may find that the  person they pick when you look at  the resume and everything based  on what Tom will do, that there's  not an issue. That doesn't foreclose  in the workshop you may want to  add additional considerations. But  for this one, and I will tell you  as manager I would be concerned  if I have anybody -- only seven  of you. If I have any of you that  have a concern, considering what  we've had going on before, so I  would feel more comfortable than  if Tom was passing that along and  said everything looks copacetic,  what I would like him to say is  he showed it to the council members  and had no council member that raised  a red flag. If they do, I think  that board needs to know.  
Okay.  
So if you would like me to do  that, I can have that done. Then  you can still have your workshop.  Ms. Denys, I think that's a good  idea. But if you want to refine  the process or add more steps, or  like Dan said, if you want -- Dan?  
Well, if there's -- if a  council member has a concern, then  the result should be that you place  it on the agenda.  The discussion. You can't--  
Yeah, because it has to come  out--  
I would be glad to do that.  
If there's no issue, there's  no reason to put it on agenda. But  if there is, I think it ought to  be discussed. There's no sense in  having council members that have  a concern with the issues we've  had and I think they have a  candidate pool big enough that I'm  sure they should be able to pick  someone that no one on council  has an objection to.  
Okay. All right. That's it.  
If you would like me to do that,  I'll have that done.  
Any objection?  
Very well. Let's get that done.  Now, I want -- I want to actually  talk about the budget now.  
Okay.  
I want to talk about this balloon  fest thing. Is there any way that  this could be moved to a different  time of year? Let me tell you, having  worked in New Smyrna during those  time frames, it's a great venue,  you got all of these Ferris wheels  and everything going on, but we  don't have any balloons. And up  until recently, they haven't really  had much of anything going on, except  for the big fair. It's  been a great thing and I mean, I  hate to argue with the numbers,  but they say 50,000 people go to  this thing and I'm kind of scratching  my head because I used to drive  by it three times a day and I didn't  see 50,000 people going to this  thing. I've heard a lot of comments  from people that run, work within  this venue that the reason why a  lot of times they don't put balloons  up is because we have easterly winds  that come in and once a balloon  gets out over the ocean, you can't  get it back, especially if you've  got a cargo full of people. So  they don't -- that's why when they  don't launch them sometimes, or  most of the times until there's  a nice westerly wind and it blows  them inland and they can land wherever  they land in the woods and they  cart them back, and I understand.  Is there, like I said, I guess the  request, is there another time of  the year when we can do this balloon  festival, maybe closer to a summer  vacation time, incorporate it into  a beach weeks kind of thing, where  we can actually get some warm  weather, the wind blowing in the  right direction, where we can actually  put balloons up in the air and all  that good stuff? Is that a possibility?  
Not  being a balloon meister, I'm not  quite sure what the optimum time  of year would be. Maybe  if the new promoter does take this  on, that that could be evaluated.  I know they have changed the times.  They used to have it back in January,  when they first started it. That  was horrible.  
Oh, that was horrible. It was  wet, rainy and cold and I think  both people showed up. I mean, it  was pretty bad attendance that year.  I remember that year. We were plugging  it on the radio. I mean, we were  really plugging it hard.  
But I don't think that's up to  us really that we would have --  we could certainly express it, if  we are providing  funding for its promotion.  
Yeah. Okay. Is there any other  discussion or questions or statements  on the budget? Ms. Cusack, you took  all of my thunder. She took  all of my thunder. That's quite  all right. Seeing's how there is  none, motion on the floor is approval  of the 2015-16 southeast Volusia  advertising authority budget  presentation. All those in favor,  please signify by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed. Unanimous  carry.  
Thank you.  
Now we will--  
Mr. Chair?  
Sir.  
I have a clarification for the  council. Dan and I talked. This  would be the appropriate  way to do it. When they offer --  when Tom works out the salary and  says, okay, all of  that fits, he can give out the resume  to the council.  We will schedule it on the next  meeting and that way you will do  what I do with some of my people.  You'll make a confirmation of  their selection. You'll confirm  their selection. That way, because  Dan was talking about it. If you  don't have a problem, there's no  way to communicate that under the  sunshine law. So if we pass it out  and you don't have any problem,  you'll bring the person in, everybody  will say welcome, good luck, and  nice to meet you. If there's  a concern, then the council member  will have a time to make -- to raise  their concern. We will give you  the information ahead of time.  
Okay.  
All you're doing, they make a  selection but it's not done until  you confirm it. That way, that  way there's no -- I think with the  candidate pool they got, they know  that they have got to make a good  selection. I have faith they will  make one, that you'll be fine with.  This way, you'll get to meet the  candidate, but you'll confirm it.  I think Dan's right.  It the only way -- in other words,  if you're going to have a concern  about it, it has to be in front  of the council. If you're okay with  it, under the sunshine law, I've  got to do it in front of the council.  It's a confirmation of that position.  To be true with the other advertising  authorities. That could solve a  lot of problems, knowing you're  going to confirm them.  
Okay. So we need to make that  a policy then for all the boards.  
Yes.  
As Ms. Denys has made.  All these boards -- the west has  been the gem of the trio because  we haven't had a big turnover. So  that should be made a policy. Do  we have to vote on a policy issue  like that? Make a motion and a vote?  Okay. We'll entertain it. If somebody  would like to make a  motion to that. Yes, ma'am?  
I would move that the person  we have a confirmation for all executive  directors for advertising authorities  in Volusia County.  
Okay. the motion is for the  confirmation -- that the county  council will make confirmation  for all advertising authority executive  directors in the midst of a change.  Motion made by Ms. Cusack. Seconded  by Mr. Lowry. Is there any further  discussion? Seeing none, all those  in favor, please signify by aye.  All those opposed?  So be the policy. Thank you, ma'am.  
Thank you.  
Appreciate it. Thank you, Mr.  Dinneen and Mr. Eckert for helping  us out on that. That's good team  work.  
Item number 15. Is that you? You're going  to have to speak up.  
I will. Cindy Finney with the  county manager's office. This is  the invoice for the Florida association  of counties  annual membership fee of $359,307.  We're seeking direction as to whether  you would like to pay it.  
Okay. Mr. Patterson, you pulled  the item. You have the floor, sir.  
This is my annual objection  to paying $59,000.307 to an  organization that I feel contributes  absolutely nothing to us on an annual  basis other than  sending us endless e-mails about  what offices are vacant or  what they are doing. I  would rather take the $59,307, set  it aside as a lobbyist fund for  us to lobby issues in Tallahassee  that are relevant to us and let  them go on with their little way  and do. That will be my motion instead  of approving to pay the Florida  association of counties, the  $59,307 set aside for lobbyist fund.  
Motion on  the floor to set  $59,000 aside for the extension  I guess of lobbying if we need  so by Mr. Patterson. Is there a  second on the floor?  
Second.  
Mr. Lowry has a second. Ms. Denys?  
Discussion.  
Please.  
Among my colleagues, does  anybody ever attend a Florida  Association of Counties event?  
I have the answer to that. Doug  and I did once. And I think both  of us were bouncing our heads off  the floor because you have to go  to these class things. You set up  all of these little classes. It's  the same class. I mean, it's almost  as redundant as our ethics that  we have to do every year. We go  to these ethics. It's the same jokes,  same class, same discussion, same  stuff. And I mean, I was nodding  out  during that class. 
The ethics -- could that also  be  done by the association?  
What, the ethics? Yeah, they  were one of the first ones that  started it.  
Well, they had not had another  one since.  
They haven't had another one  since.  
I do think--  
I--  
It's not their fault that we  are not actively engaged.  
It is -- yes, it is.  
It is?  
It is their fault.  
Make me understand how it's their  fault that you don't attend the  meetings and engagements.  
They put me on the board of  directors and they insist on holding  their meetings when we have ours.  I've told them time and again,  don't do it and they pay no  attention to me. So  I support Mr. Patterson's motion.  It is their fault.  They don't want to change.  What they are basically telling  us is they don't want us there.  That's what they are saying.  
I mean, they just had their conference  in Daytona, what, this year, and  they had it during our time when  we were on council. So I mean, it  was -- I did call them and  talked to them and said we're in  council. We're 40 miles away. We  can't get there.  
What I wound up doing is maybe  driving over on Wednesday and attending  something and maybe driving over  on Friday and attending something.  But the couple of the board meetings  that I was able to make, they were  not held on Thursday the very day  we were sitting here in meeting.  They were talking about me  selling insurance to my county.  Now, I am not an insurance salesman.  I'm not going to come here and try  to sell you insurance.  I'm not doing it. They need to step  up their game seriously if they  want to be  taken seriously.  
I'm just saying you got two agents  here already.  
Yeah, really.  
Two attorneys.  
The only other time I really  heard from them last year was  last year when I was objecting to  this. They silked their lobbyists  on us, which was really effective  I guess. They called me endlessly,  wanting to know what my problem  was. I did go through some of my  problems. You  know, there is that requirement  that we have to have four hours  of ethics training, which I've been  doing courtesy of the legal department  here. But if you and I want to go  up to Tallahassee to do it, they  charge us I think $150 and, you  know, you've got to drive to Tallahassee  to do it. There are other meetings  that  they do do, which are do-do -- [  LAUGHTER ]  
I was waiting on it.  
That was good.  
Call that a Pattersonism.  
I'll catch hell when I get home  tonight. [ LAUGHTER ]  
By Mrs. Patterson. The -- and,  you know, I was a big supporter  of them years ago when I was first  on the council. But after  the second year, all they found  was the same workshops were being  offered  with the same information and I  went to Washington a few times,  you know. There again, that's an  expense  to the county endures to send me  up there to learn the same thing  over and over again. I don't know.  I just -- now  they are going to sicks their lobbyists  on me again. I think we could do  better with it. I sometimes think  we are in conflict as a larger county  with some of the smaller counties'  issues. Therefore, they kind of  hold back on them. I even  think this might be the crux of  the whole juvenile justice issue  because a lot of your constrained  counties are probably not able to  pay. So I think weeing being soaked  for it.  That's what -- that's where I think  the legislature sees that issue.  So there I am.  
Mr. Wagner, are you -- you turned  your light on. Do you want to  jump on in here?  
Just that when you're not a part  of an association that's statewide,  I think there's just some complications  with. I see there's strength in  numbers. I, I guess the time thing,  I would be frustrated, too.  They should at least switch it  off. You can't -- every county is  going to be on during a meeting  or something. They should switch  it up every once in a while.  
Yeah.  
They shouldn't have it the same,  that same week every, every time.  That just doesn't seem--  
Third week of every month.  
That just doesn't seem right.  At least switch it  a day or two. But  I get weary of pulling out of something  that's statewide.  
And I agree with Mr. Wagner.  I'm very reluctant to pull out of  something that's statewide. I think  the more statewide connections we  have, the better off we are. It's  just that they don't -- we  haven't gotten their attention.  Maybe if we get their attention,  maybe we can rejoin.  
I see that this is not a permanent  basis. This is, like, okay, we're  not going to play  the game this year. Maybe that will  catch their attention and they turn  around and say maybe we need to  do something different. We don't  need to get you in trouble by you  selling insurance  without having a license. Mr. Eckert?  
Mr. Chair, I'm not speaking to  the motion. I am responding to council  member Denys' question in that I  think some of your staff, including  me, participate in  some of the afilliates' organizations,  association of county attorneys,  for example, participate in a monthly  conference call. That may not --  doesn't need to justify your vote  in favor of paying the monthly dues,  but I would be remisce if I didn't  tell you that there isn't some staff  involvement.  
Do you think it's justified?  What do you think?  
Not if you're -- not by  itself.  
Because, you know, I'm willing  to be persuaded either way. My experience  has not been that great.  But, you know, somebody else has  got something else, I'm  perfectly willing to listen.  
To Mr. Patterson's concern,  or statement regarding the DJJ,  I don't think fact knows what to  do, because its members are  conflicted on the method of allocation.  So they are really only able to  act when there's, when there's  consensus among the counties as  to  what it's interests is, their interests  are. When the county's interests  are different, then they have to  stand aside. That's really the case  in the  DJJ allocation issue. It's  -- I achieve some benefit of it,  but I can't say it's $60,000 worth.  I'll say that.  It's a separate minimal dues  payment and they -- those, for  the lawyers that participate, the  CLE they offer a couple times a  year is free. I would observe that  they had their conference here two  years  ago, the winter conference.  I think it was two years ago. I  don't think they have been very  sensitive to the idea that  Volusia meets on Thursday and have  been very accommodating. I  think Mr. Daniels expresses, you  know, an important concern.  
So very simply, Ms. Cusack is  totally right. If you're not at  that table, you're on the menu and  they will not allow us to be at  that table, just by virtue of--  
It's not my place to speak to  the issue.  
I understand.  
I'm just trying to address  council member Denys' position.  
Mr. Dinneen, have you been waiting  very patiently.  
I have a couple of concerns,  and that is, one, I think they  take advantage of the fact that  we're hesitant to leave.  I think they, I think they exploit  that. I think they exploit the fact  that in the end, you don't want  to be considered part of an organization.  I'm not sure that they feel the  need to hold us as much as I  believe that they need to pay attention  to some of our concerns. I also  think the idea that you can only  represent us when there is -- when  we're all in lock step, when you  have this diversity of counties,  is an easy way out, to always be  conflicted. I'm sorry. I'm  not a big supporter. The  other thing that I really do resent  as the manager, so this  is my administrator side. The rest  of it, you have to decide. Administratively,  maybe if we did catch their attention,  I resent the  fact that to help the financial  strength of that organization,  I am now marketed to -- this has  changed in the last six years. We  are now part of the list that they  give to people to market products  to and what I'm getting is  marketing and lobbied by people  that -- so that FAC makes money.  Quite frankly, I resent it.  We are paying to an organization  that  uses -- it's happening. First couple  of years I was here, I didn't see  that. But it's happening more and  more. So if you have made a statement  to them and wanted to stay, like  for example, you said we're not  going to pay this year unless they  come around, you could do the meetings.  But I would like them to say, look,  take us off your list.  Especially when -- here's the problem  I have. I think the motivation is  for the revenue they make, not for  my best interest as a county.  And you don't see it as much as  I do. But I have really been  disappointed and when you  mention that, Mr. Daniels, I think  that's -- take that times  100 into my office to a certain  degree.  
Well, that was really the only  thing the board meeting was about.  I had assumed that if I went over  to the board meeting that it would  be very interesting, that we would  talk about, you know, issues of  statewide importance and things  that really did matter, but it was  all about raising money for the  organization by selling you  insurance.  
Are the will. Ms. Cusack?  
 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I have reservations about  pulling  out of our professional organization.  I  know I'm outnumbered here, but I  would think that maybe you  might consider sending a strong  letter  or something that says that as  to why you're pulling out and that  some things can be done to  change that, you would reconsider  coming back and being  a member.  I just --  it gives me an  uncomfortable feeling when we are  not a part of the, supposedly the  professional group of  folk that have had  experience in county government  and we  don't want to be, or have  a need to feel that we're being  excluded in as much as they have  not made it comfortable for us  to continue to be a part of.  So I will not support the  motion,  but I would hope that somehow  you would find it in the future  that is not the worst thing  that we have paid into that we don't  get that much support from.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
Wow. Wow. The  board just lit up. Mr. Patterson?  I feel  an amendment coming on. There you  go.  
I think all we need to do instead  of sending a letter is sending them  a copy of the tape of what's been  said at the council meeting here  and let them listen to it and decide  what they want to do. I would like  to move the previous question, please.  
Motion for the question -- call  for the question. All those in favor  of a call for the question, please  signify by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed?  
Aye.  
Mr. Wagner is opposed. The question  has been called.  The motion is for  -- okay.  Withdrawal from the Florida association  of counties memberships dues.  Not to pay the dues.  Basically withdraw from the  county for saving $59,307 and  putting that into a reserve account  for possible other lobbying organizations.  All those in favor, please  signify by aye.  
Aye.  
All those opposed?  
Aye.  
Okay. Opposed is Ms. Cusack,  Mr. Wagner.  The motion passes.  
Okay. With that, Mr. Lowry,  your light's on. Is there--  
I was going to speak to just  ask a question? I can still do that.  
Yeah.  
I'm wondering, since I'm the  new kid on the block this year,  last eight years, some of you have  been here close to that, or six  years, what has the Florida association  of counties done to benefit us in  any way in the last  six, say six years?  
The silence is deafening. Not  a lot. They do a lot of -- they  do a lot of mailers, e-mails, they  try to sell us insurance and they  hold a bunch of kind of class things,  you know, like little workshops,  but that's about it.  
Membership fees.  
Okay. Unless there's any other  business that needs to come before  this council this morning, the morning  session shall hereby -- we will  go into recess for lunch. We will  return here at 2:00 p.m., where  we pick up the remaining afternoon.  
Mr. Chair? If I could suggest  something--  
Yes, sir.  
-- just for your group's sake.  The afternoon looks fairly  routine. I don't usually say that  too often. Just when I say it, something  will happen.  
You're jinxing us here.  
But the 2:00 don't seem to be  things that have much controversy  attached to them.  
Yeah.  
If you took time, if you had  your finalized your other comments  or whatever, then when you got back,  you may have a shorter time in the  afternoon. What I'm saying is if  you took time to maybe -- if you  wanted to, make your comments and  that now, when you come back, I  think that you have a pretty short  afternoon. Just a thought.  Just a thought.  
Okay. Is there any objection  to closing comments? Comments for  the council? Okay. Mr -- we are  not going into recess. The recess  has hereby been rescinded. Mr. Daniels,  you have the floor  for closing comments. Microphone on, please, sir.  
Certainly. A couple things. One  is  I think one that Jim was going to  bring up and that is the local option  sales tax that we have read about  here in the paper here locally.  Over  the last few days. Since then, yesterday  I was on the phone with a number  of mayors. Ed  Kelly from Ormond beach.  Bob ep gar, Deland. I heard the views, but not  expressed directly, of Jim Chisholm  from the city of Daytona Beach.  And what I get from all of them  is that  there is not a mayor and  quite possibly not a city that does  not support the local  option sales tax, that we -- what  we have here is a failure  to communicate and that if we go  ahead and proceed, if we go ahead  and we're going to have to do some  talking to the cities, to the city  manager, to the  mayors, if we go ahead and find  our way forward, I think we will  be fine.  There is I think a general  agreement among the cities that  what they have done is they have  submitted to us their list of  projects, that they understand that  the local option sales tax will  be out there on the ballot,  that what they would figure is that  their list of projects along with  ours are going to be right  and work down accordingly by  some sort of fair process, with  some sort of oversight kind of thing  and that all will be signed. What  they were rebelling at was the  idea of doing a survey, and particularly  doing a survey at this  point, and I think part of that  is the idea of doing a survey and  doing a survey now is not anything  that we had talked about at any  of the mayor's meetings. We had  not talked about doing that at all.  And indeed, to the extent that the  idea of a  survey had come up,  Ms. Rawlings from over in the Tampa  area who has run these  kind of campaigns before, her strong  feeling was, what you do, you  come up with your program first.  You tell people what it is that  you think need to be done.  In our case, what I think most  of the mayors believe and believe  firmly is that we are held  back significantly in our economic  development by the lack of infrastructure  and that using local option sales  tax to provide the infrastructure  we need to move forward is something  that we really do need to  do, something of very great  importance, that they believe  very strongly in that. You come  up with a list of projects and then  when you start doing the surveys,  what you're doing the surveys for  is for election purposes, but you  don't spend public money on that.  You go out and acquire private  money for it. Her  feeling was that if you start  using public money for surveys,  that you will get  killed by the opponents, that  people don't like that, that  you're using public money basically  to run a campaign. They are not  really very happy  about that. What I think we will  see if we just back up, everybody  backs up, takes a breath, maybe  takes a little bit  of a breather, that this is something  that we can get done  and something that the, the cities  need something that the county needs,  something that we can all work on  and work together and  will turn out to be a net positive  for the county  before it's done. I think it's something  that we really need to move forward  on. Got a call from Ed Kelly.  In addition to telling me that the  city of Ormond Beach is fully supportive  of the local option sales tax, that  he had talked to the other mayors  and could not find one who was  opposed to it and they all  wanted it put back on the agenda  for  the mayor's round table. That's  where we are. They are supportive.  If we want to kill it, it's on  us, not on them.  
Mr. Patterson?  
You know, I had some people come  up to me and say why was it  so easy or not easy, but why,  when the school board got theirs  passed, and I responded they didn't  have to deal with 16  cities, because the school board  has five school board members and  they decided what they were going  to do and the projects were there  and they got the support of some  of the cities and they got the support  of the business community who felt  that school, education is very important.  I agree with it. My  background's in education. I know  that drill. So I agree with my Daniels.  We need to step back. And I  mean, the council needs to step  back and let the cities go out and  come up with a plan of how they  want to proceed and at the same  time, getting the business community,  the chambers, everything involved  in it and then I think it would  be time for us to get back involved  in this thing. But they seem to  think that we don't know what we're  doing or we're not doing it right.  The local newspaper made some snarky  little comments that I thought was  way out of line. I don't think they  understood the issue themselves.  I think that's the best point for  us  at this  part, is to let  the council step back and those  who are felt slighted, won't get  what they want out of it, and move  from there. I guess I'm half on  board with Mr. Daniels on this.  I do think that's the best approach  at this time and see how involved  the mayors are at taking a leadership  role and bringing their commissions  around and at the same time,  talking to their business community  to see if they are on  board with this.  
All right. I've pushed my button.  I was in the line here.  Mr. Eckert, legally, constitutionally  speaking, the only thing this council  would have to do is just take a  vote on this council and we could  put that  on the ballot, correct?  
Yes, sir. You have to -- subject  to ref referendum.  
So we don't need the city to  put a referendum on there. If  somebody wanted to do it, they could  do it. That said, that's just the  constitutionality of it.  I've been talking with the city  mayors over on this side of the  county. They  are livid because the first  thing the mayors did, is say you're  going to get $34 million a year.  They held out their hand to me and  said how much of that is ours? I  said none. It's county revenue option  sales tax. It's going to go for  the roads. You'll submit -- well,  we can't budget for it, they said.  I said, no, it's not yours to budget.  It would be ours.  And they said, well, we won't support  it. That was the end of it. And  I said, well, that's your call.  And that's the way it works.  So, yeah, I'm not a big fan of  this thing, of this half-cent sales  tax. I know it generates a lot of  money, but there's got to be another  way. Maybe another way that we could  actually balance a budget, make  the money go to where we need to  go with it, to fix these roads,  maybe different grants. Got to be  some other way, other than keep  taxing, because there's going to  come an end to the barrel. The barrel's  going to go dry. It's dry already.  Yeah, I mean, when we got people  that are leaving Deltona who are  very proud of the fact that the  citizens of Oakhill and Deltona  and Osteen and enterprise and  Pearson and barberville and up  north side of Flagler, they are  very proud to say that they leave  Volusia County to go buy their fuel  because it's 10-cents, 12-cents  cheaper over the boarder.  over -- the  border. Multiply that, because that's  where they go to buy their cars,  washing machines, kids' clothes.  On $100, it's $7.  It's -- I'm just throwing that  out because there will be people  jumping up and down and saying that.  So anyway, Ms. Denys.  
 Thank you, Mr. Chair. I agree with  everything you said except the end.  We already have that extra half  a cent sales tax. I always wonder  where it goes when they charge  you 6 1/2 cents somewhere. There's  a rounding error some   rounding error. That's another philosophical  workshop. Where does  the half a penny go?  But Mr. Daniels, I disagree with  you philosophically and I've  said sat at elected leaders  tables, it's not a communication  problem.  It's a collaboration problem, because  there has been communication and  it's not the mayor's round table.  It's  the elected leaders round table.  We got rid of ECOG to try to  bring council back into this and  the school board and other entities,  and even the elected leaders round  table. The transportation committee  disbanded because they weren't getting  anywhere. The own committee from  the transportation committee from  the elected leaders round table,  they chose to disband.  So that's telling me that  there's not the support from that  level. And I've been thinking about  this, because we all talk to  different people at different levels.  There's probably, I don't know if  you want to call it communication  or disconnect, because what's happening  or what has not happened and what  appears to be happening all at the  same time is we have these meetings  like the elected leaders round table  and the mayors are there.  Very few of them speak up.  Very, very few.  And so the silence is taken as acceptance  or agreement until they go back  to their chambers where they are  comfortable on their turf with their  city commission. And then the dialogue  heats up against the county. And  I'm thinking, well, come on. I was  just at that meeting. And so  the information is not passing from  one meeting to another to the elected  leaders. I mean, even here, we should  be getting an update of what's  happening at the elected leaders  round table, what's happening in  each of the committees. We need  to have an update because these  aren't gotcha moments.  This is just failure to  collaborate, is what it is.  And I've watched this. I've listened.  I've heard some of the even  snarky comments, to use  Mr. Patterson's word, even at the  elected leaders round table. I've  heard the mayor say the county,  we don't use our money effectively.  Well, maybe if we were watching  our money better on different issues,  and I'm thinking, wait a minute.  Wait a minute. We brought this together  for unity  and we're picking up the tab for  the lunch that you don't think we're  being fiscally responsible for,  not for nothing. And our staff is  doing the minutes.  So we -- I need -- the cities  need to come together and I need  to hear from them, I am not  willing to go forward on this  unless and until the cities have  agreement and collaboration and  among the elected leaders round  table there is agreement in how  we get there. But for us to be in  the forefront, I think, Mr. Manager,  that the document that you sent  out yesterday, the e-mail, which  shocked me when I saw your name  on an e-mail, I thought what in  the world is happening, but hell  didn't freeze over and here we are.  
My secretary did that!  
I understand that. But at  the same time, I think the key to  this is TPO. I think this is just  ratcheted up  the TP organization, TPO organization  in Volusia County as the place where  funding and transportation needs,  because right now,  we're at a stand still. We are at  a stalemate. And there is distrust.  There is misinformation on  steroids out there, and some of  them  are using it to reinforce  their position in their particular  city against the county and that  was never, ever, ever from what  I've heard from the beginning, the  purpose or the direction of this  council wanted to  go or achievement to be affected.  There's  so much damage control out there  that, and full of buck shot that  I think we just need to take a breath  and see what happens, but  Mr. Daniels, I just can't go forward  with this. I've watched  -- at the elected leaders round  table, there's usually one to maybe  three, three individuals that will  speak. That's not consensus.  That's just, that's just not  consensus. Right now, I'm beginning  to think we're even missing the  mark there at this particular --  I've seen nothing constructive come  out of that. We're coming up to  our one-year anniversary on that.  It will be interesting. I would  like to see what successes have  even come out of that. Because right  now, it appears a place to have  lunch once a month and there's  no voting power and there's a total  disconnect. I don't know if it's  from -- forgive me, Mr. Manager,  if it's from the mayors and the  elected to the managers. There's  different levels. We're getting  at this level. There's a control  at this level. Then it goes into  their chambers and gives this person  a completely different language  than was interpreted at the beginning.  We can't build success and  collaboration on that. We just can't.  So I'm looking  for -- I think we do need to take  a breather. We need to take a hard  look at it, and I'm waiting. I want  to see the collaboration. I want  to see them come to us, tell us  what needs -- we'll use the TPO.  Everybody has representation on  the TPO. And that's  voting that has that -- actually  has some muscle and real dollars  attached to it and then maybe when  the potholes get too big that they  can't deal with it in four to five  years, if not sooner, then we can  come  around this issue again. That's  all I have to say about that.  Thank you. 
Thank you.  My only concern is TPO, how  many  dollars are filtered up to  Flagler. Just want to make sure.  Mr. Wagner, you've been very quiet.  You have the floor sir.  
Thank you. Obviously, I'm a big  supporter of this,  as well as multiple  members of this council.  One concern I have, Jason, is what  you may have told those mayors is  not exactly correct, because the  option tax is something that's shared  with cities and can be. That was  the whole point of the survey. So  if they are being told no, this  is just us, it's wrong. We're all  going to use this to hopefully grow  together. Now, that being  said, I do think it's going to have  to come from the cities  to come back for me. You can only  be a cheerleader for so long. You  get beat down so much where you  finally go, you know, if you want  it, come to the table. If you don't,  let it go. I'm at that point. I  think it would be an amazing  thing  for this community to pass and do.  I'm -- I think the one penny makes  more sense, but I am amenable to  the half. The half penny. I think  communities that do this will advance  a lot faster than others. I  think as a community, what people  fail to realize that aren't in the  operation of county government,  that our government, or our county  is very big. We are spread out to  north, south,  east, west, with very large open  area in the middle and it's very  expensive. I think people often  don't realize a lot of roads they  are on in the cities are  thoroughfares and the county dollars  are going to them. And I  don't think people quite recognize  the problem that we're facing because  they don't see  the Dan druf yet because we've continued  to have head and shoulders. We've  not yet hit that point. That being  said, I do believe the mayors and  the cities will  come together.  I think they need to come  together because it needs to be  a partnership. I think for me to  support it coming back, the business  community to be behind it as well.  I think part of the reason that  the sales tax for the schools  worked well is because the chambers  were involved, the business community  was involved,  there were task force involved.  What I've seen over the past  couple years is this  antigovernment kind of role of being  money-hungry when I think this should  be utilized mostly  for economic developments. Trader  Joe's is a perfect example. But  it's being viewed as I'm money hungry,  wanting to give government more  money, and I don't understand why  that's a bad thing. If you go to  places like Orlando and Orange County  in-state, you can see how communities  look at it a little different. We  have this odd stigma here. So I  think if the business community  gets behind it, I think if the mayors  get behind it, I  think it's something that has --  it could pass. I think if it goes  as-is, it's going -- it's being  portrayed that it's money-hungry,  just want more money. I don't think  that's really what it is. It's not  what it is to me.  So I'm looking for the mayors, the  business community to get behind  it, bring it back. I think that's  where Mr. Patterson is kind of going  with it as far as the TPO is  concerned. I would feel more comfortable.  And honestly, I think that needs  to happen for it to actually have  a chance to pass. I  think if we push it, it's going  to fail, because it's going to continue  to look like we're just trying to  get more money when that is not  the true meaning of what we're trying  to do. This is something for the  betterment of our entire community.  And I hope  they can get it.  Thank you.  
Mr. Daniels, do you want to  speak again or would you like to  let Mr.  Dinneen and Ms. Cusack go?  
I would like to speak right now.  
 Go right ahead, sir.  
I won't be done on this probably  for a while. I don't think there's  any daylight between what Mr. Wagner  has said and the cities.  They view this as an economic development  tool. They  do not want to resurface roads,  don't want to use it for that purpose.  They see this as an important  economic development tool. For that,  they don't really see a whole lot  of need for a survey. They just  see the need for a plan.  That's what they really would like  to see, is a plan, not a survey.  And indeed if a survey is done,  you know, it ought to be a  survey that's paid for by our  local government.  The business community, if you want  the business community involved,  I will be happy to go recruit members  of the business community. I'll  be happy to do that.  We have the mayors. I  know Ms. Denys has been to a couple  of meetings, but that doesn't cover  it. In the transportation subcommittee  meetings I've had, I've had a number  of mayors and a number of members  of the city show up to those meetings  and they  are all in agreement. I've talked  on the telephone to others and I  know that they are  by and large, too.  There is not --  there is no real controversy here.  This is something that we can go  forward with and make happen. The  other point that I would like to  make is that we live in a county  with 16 cities and our  two largest cities are Deltona  and Daytona, and shall we say  they are financially troubled.  We don't have -- we're not Orange  County. We don't have Orlando that  we can back up on. We  can't depend on the cities to shore  things up and carry a very heavy  load.  Unfortunately, it is us that needs  to be more in a leadership position  and I think that the cities would  be happy if we were  coming up helping come up, participating,  leading the effort to come up with  an economic development  infrastructure plan that everyone  could buy in on and that we  could move forward and get this  thing done. The TPO is a great asset.  It is something that is just absolutely  wonderful. It's got a whole list  of projects that need to be done,  but  the, you know, this goes beyond  the TPO. Ormond needs a road into  Ormond crossings. That's never going  to show up on T pitch O. We need  infrastructure. We need roads and  infrastructure into the airport  if we're ever going to build a business  park there. That's never going  to show up on TPO.  There are LPGA.  I mean, we've got consolidate --  struggling,  trying to turn LPGA interchange  into something so they can put the  projects that everybody has known  for years were going to go there.  Again, has not really been one  of those things that the TPO has  paid attention to. They  seem to pay attention to whether  or not you are spending time at  a traffic light or if there's maybe  a pothole in the road and that's  not what this is about.  This is not about you spending time  in a traffic light. This is not  about a pothole. This is about economic  development, making the  infrastructure that we do not have,  going out and creating it. And the  majority of the mayors, if not all  the mayors, understand that and  they support it. That is what they  want to see happen. I don't think  there is any  daylight, or very little daylight  between them and us on any of these  issues. We've got some things obviously  that we need to make sure that  everybody's on the same page, but  it's not anything that we should  abandon because we all know we need  it. We need it for Votran.  We need it for SunRail. And we need  it for matching money for our roads  and for our infrastructure. We  know we need it. And if the leadership  doesn't come here, where's it going  to come? We're -- are we going to  throw  it to Holly Hill? Here,  Holly Hill, lead the effort. Is  that what this council wants to  do? That's crazy. We're going to  find some, you  know, plumber somewhere and say,  okay, businessman, you lead the  effort. No. We need to be  the one doing it. We  need to be the one that's leading  the effort, pushing these kinds  of things forward, because it is  us, and we do need it.  And it's the sort of thing that  is going to require a little  work, not much, put together the  program, get the business  community to do some surveys, make  sure that it's the sort of thing  that people will support, if it's  the kind of thing that  nobody wants, if the -- turns out  the people do not want economic  development, they do not  want to see progress, then  so be it. We won't put  it on the ballot. But the project  should be driven by what is necessary  to put the county forward. And if  there is some community that  needs something in addition to,  you know, balance it out, make  some adjustments around the  edges,  but it needs to be something that  pushes the community forward.  And, you know, the plan needs to  be there  and either the voters are supportive  of it or they are not. I tend to  think they will support it and support  it heavily. I am sure the cities  will. The mayors that I  talk to said I don't care, you get  it on the ballot and we'll be there,  we'll help you. Thank you.  
All  right, Ms. Cusack.  

Thank, Mr. Chair. Thank you,  Mr. Dennieen. I just wanted to say  a  few, make a few comments  here. First of all, as the  council, if you are leading,  and no one is following  you who  are you lead ing? And I ask each  of you that question,  who is  following us? It appears to me that  the  council has not developed some how  a trusting relationship  with the cities. They do not believe  anything that we say. And it seems  to me  that maybe it is time that  someone else take the leadership.  Maybe it is the cities. Maybe it  is  the chambers. But we know for a  fact that no one is behind us as  a county council. So I am not  one to throw my hands up  at something but when I  am completely baffled by the reship  that the county has with most of  the cities. And I don't know if  it is a struggle, and I have been  fighting with this, I don't know  if it is a  struggle for the dollars, or  it is that just  terror corral, I don't under--territorial  but I know what we are doing is  not  working. And so to continue in this  same vein, and in this same direction,  for  me, it is not the answer. I know  that every senator TPO, it is the  same people in the  TPO. And it  is all the, but in the TPO, remember,  the majority of the votes come from  the county  council members sitting there. And  then what will they say? Oh, we  are pulling again. Soy I think sometimes--so,  I think sometimes you  have to get folks go by, if they  act like they know where they are  going, maybe somebody will follow.  And so let's give someone else a  chance to  go into that leadership position.  I am willing  to be a team player but if you are  playing a game, you have to have  team members and we do not appear  to have that. So I am ready  to move forward, and  let someone else who has  the expertise, I guess, to  lead this train. Thank you,  Mr. Chair. Thank you.  

Okay. Mr. Dennieen.  

 Thank you, Mr. Chair. Actually,  between Doug and Mr. Dan quells  and Mr. Wagner, I partly  cloudy both of them in--applaud  both of them in terms of the identity  yeah, I know--of the idea, I thought  it was brave to try to take us to  another level and trying to find  a separate income source for the  projectings. I think the motivation  is good motivation, I know on  the administrative side, we try  to make it work as best we can and  try to do it. And I don't believe  that we will ever  come to our greatest potential unless  the cities tartest take an active  rollnd start to  be supportive of regional efforts.  One of the things, the budgets in  the two largest cities, they are  not the greatest. And we are  just a reflection of them. And we  are not great. We no you have do  not have a lot of money. I  think we took on things they will  not touch. We dealt with labor,  wakes, we dement with a lot  of things and we deuced the work  force more. We are here because  we made choices and I would  say that we always keep trying to  take on the leadership initiative.  You know, I deal with all of the  efforts. But I look pack, when we  asked for help with slow tran, no  one is interested in coming, even  though it is their citizens, and  I am dealing with another issue  with ADA right now, we will talk  about another time, the homeless  situation, we are only ones that  put  any money on it. The cities are  not going to  put resources in. And the same with  dispatch. So way will we, that was  so important for the community,  and the only way  we got that was we  sacrificed the money, they kept,  they got all  of the advantage,  and we never  even helped us on stuff. But Daytona  Beach got almost $2 million every  year back because we could not get  them to work with us. Here is the  problem that I have, it is  that I think that this issue is  so difficult, because you have to,  this is not like a normal issue,  you have to get people to vote for  this. And at best, if we all came  together, it would be a wing and  a prayer whether people would vote  and you really have to get it down  to projects, I think. So we all  have to be together. I am convinced  that is never going to happen. And  so, if that case, I think it is  dead on arrival. Because if you  cannot, if the honeymoon is not  any good, think ability where the  marriage is going. And there was  no misunderstanding, in  my opinion,  that the subcommittee from the round  table new exactly what it was--knew  exactly what it was about. And  in all fairness, they may tell Mr.  Dan yeses certain things and I know  that I sat there and not one  of the people he mentioned said  a word, except to come up to me  after the meeting and apologize  on why I was taken to tax  for some how--task for some how  getting the managers to deal with  this and the ones that did agree,  that would say something to me only  would do it in private. Will not  deal with it  there. Also, I ask everybody, Ms.  Denys asked me to do this, and I  did it, and I asked you, you need  to listen to the tapes from port  orange and from other man  beach. They went well beyond  the survey. You know, I believe  that we stepped up to  the plate with the  $64 million, $65 million that  we borrowed, that we have the bill  for now, that they  benefited from and it is the basis  of a lot of the economic development  and that is where the economic development  is coming from. We are still going  pay the bill. The problem you have  is, I think it has to come  from them, on this issue, because  where you build no trust is, first  of all, when I talked to them, when  they are candid, they do not agree  with us funding any sun rail out  of this. And in some ways, you know,  this gets down to like a lot of  issues, if we are going take all  of the political heat, and give  them all of the money, they will  consider being a partner. And here  is the other thing that was very  clear, we talked about what, you  would have a plan that showed  the roads, the improvements, on  where you put them all, and all  of the cities would  help develop that. All they wanted  to know  is what is my financial  shall distribution. It was not  about--financial dis-are because.  It was  not--distribution. It was not about  roads. And josh, I  think they were hooking for, an  actual, an allocation of money.  And we were saying you do not want  to do it that way. You would sell  it on a plan of roads and  stuff. So they would get them and  even though most of the roads are  in the city, a lot of them will  not take over  the responsibility for roads. Is  that they would all have a say.  Because I said in some ways the  county does not care what roads  you do, as long as we all, as a  group, agree to do that. But what  I watched what happened  with the gas tax. We stepped aside  so there would never be an  argument and took loses less money--took  less money and I am still getting  beat up because they  could not agree among themselves.  And always, I think they unify  when they are against us. I think  in this case, if you tried to make  a list, it will do what the newspaper,  you remember  now, the newspaper also mis-understood  this, we were going raise revenue  and they wonder where we are going  trade off revenue. This revenue  year we are going raise is not going  to run the county government. And  I have to tell you this as manager  because I think this process, I  think if we would move forward,  not only do I beLeigh that we will  not have their support, I think  they will campaign against the sales  tax. And I think in the end, we  will, what relationships we do have,  and we have them when we need to,  in economic development, where we  have to trade, number to number,  I think our budget will be a victim  of that. I do think, I do appreciate  and I think it was great of  both Mr. Wagner and Mr. Daniels,  specifically raise this because  I don't know Mr. Council members  that want to raise the tax for the  right reasons. And I am just as  frustrated, if not more than, than  all of us, and especially Mr. Daniels,  I think he is trying to make sure  that we move forward as a community.  I just think in this case, we  have to go another direction. This  will never work be f the cities  do not take ownership of  this. We cannot force this issue.  And the more we force, the more  we play into big brother  telling them what to do, creating  a plan for them, which they will  never buy into. And that is what  I tried, I try to say, we wanted  you to do. But I will tell you,  I do not believe there was  any misunderstanding about the survey.  We talked about it. Mary Ann had  a meeting. All of the managers and  said this is what we are going do.  If you do not  want to do, fine. But I encourage  you listen to  the tames from the meetings. I want  everybody to understand this. I  am very respectful of Mr. Daniel's  pointings I think he is heart--point,  I think his heart is in the right  place, and I think it  makes sense. But knowing where what  I know about--knowing what I know  about where the cities stand, I  think we will end up the victim  if we force this issue. And  I think Ms. Cusack may have the  right thing, where maybe it is time,  on this issue, for them to lead.  And I think if that is the  only--and I think that is the only  chance we have and I think it is  unfortunate, because I think that  the summon need the--that the money  is needed in the long  run. And it is not just the money  we need, it is the match money.  I do not think you can force the  issue. I think it has to come from  the cities. Thank you.  

Mr.  Patterson.  

Yesterday, [ Inaudible ] and  I were talking about this, she is  the executive director of  the TPO and you  know, the TPO is constrained by  federal and state statutes as to  what we can do with our  money, that is a given. And as Lois  told me, there are things outside  of that, which is what local options  sales tax will take care of. And  so I, I mine--and so,  I mean, the TPO, we would be willing  to wok in there. But--to work in  there. But as I say, the ownership  of this problem, and years  ago, I taught team building  and problem  solving program for the university  of central Florida and I  worked around the school systems  all over the state, you cannot solve  a problem until you take ownership  of it. In other words, pointing  fingers at a problem and stepping  back from it, you are not going  to get any where, you  have got to acceptment responsibilities--accept  the responsibility and if you are  willing to take the blame, fine.  If you are willing to take the criticism,  that is fine. But take ownership  of it. I think we started out by  taking  ownership of it. Jason, Jason, Josh  brought this forward, I would go  around the community and he  was getting hit, you know. And people  said why are you sitting next to  him? I said he is not a  bad guy all the time. [ LAUGHTER  ]  

But, he is a hell of a  lot more liberal than I am.  

[ Inaudible - Low Volume  ]  

Yes, I got you. But I think,  I think, the council is willing  to take ownership on it. But I think  we have to see that the, that the  cities and the business community  come forward on it. Years ago,  when I first got  elected to council, back in 1995,  I was meeting with some of the  similar--with the Seminole county  commissioners and they are a lot  more conserve tiff than us and there  is one thing about  them, being conservative does not  mean you say know and that you are  cheap. It means that sometimes you  are willing to look at problem.  And they had  an economic development problem  and an infrastructure problem and  they passed, in that county, a  local option sales tax. And since  then, they have kicked our buts  when it comes to development,  literally. And I agree with Mr.  Daniels, that it is economic  development, agree with the county  manager, it is economic development  that we are talking about,  the infrastructure that we need  to create here, the roads, the bridges,  whatever, we are trying to do. But  for somebody on another side of  the county to say oh, this is  just about the county wanting sun  rail, to me, it is just, a lot of  things, that we need to do and I  will come back to the TPO, we  will sit down and do that, but I  would like to, I would actually  like to see the round table come  together and say okay, let's move  forward with this, let's take ownership  of this problem. Let's go with it.  And I think that is what  I  would  like to see. Okay?  

And Mr. Daniels. And after you  are finished with your comments,  I think we will take  our lunch  break.  

Okay. I will accept Mr. Patterson's  challenge. And I will either come  back--and I will either come back  with my shield, or on it. Thank  you. [ LAUGHTER ]  

I wish you  luck.  

Gird your loins,  Mr. Daniels.  

We are taking a lunch  recess. Okay, we will reconvene  at 2:00. We are going to  take  a  lunch recess. So be it. [   on a lunch  recess  until  2:00 p.m. eastern time. ] 

.  

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  It is  2:04 p.m. on October 15, 2015. This  is the afternoon session of  the Volusia County council. At this  time, if everybody who  has a cell phone, iPad, any  kind of noise-making devices, if  you could please put them on silence  so you do not interrupt the meeting.  I will read the county  disclaimer for public  participation. The Volusia County Council  appreciates your participation  and welcomes your input.  After you are recognized, state  your name and address for the record  before beginning your comments.  You may speak up to 3 minutes, either  during the public participation  section or when an agenda item is  heard. The county council will not  answer questions or requests  during the public participation.  Please be courteous and respectful  to the views of others. Personal  attacks on council members, county  staff or members of the public will  not be  tolerated.  First  item up, number 30, case  S-15-058, special exception for  temporary camp sites on rural  mobile home.  

Scott Ashley, senior zoning manager.  This is request for renewal of special  exception for temporary camp sites  related to racing events at Daytona  Beach International Speedway. The  applicant is requesting renewal  of seven years. He previously was  approved in 2009 for five-year time  period. This is a temporary camp  site that's been operating for a  number of years. Maximum number  of camp sites is 50.  The applicant is not proposing any  changes to their proceedings, that  they have been operating, again,  over the last -- actually about  five to seven years.  The conditions recommended before  you are on Pages 30-3  through 30-5 of the staff report.  The PLRC did hear this item at  their September 8, 2015 meeting  and forwarded this request to  county council, unanimous vote for  approval. I would address any comments  council may have.  

Okay. One moment. Could you  turn my screen on, please. I have  no idea if somebody  pushes the button.  Okay. While  we're waiting for the screen to  visualize, is there any comments,  questions, motions or discussions  for this item number 30? Okay.  We will close public hearing of  staff report and open up public  participation. Is there any public  participation slips,  Ms. Summerford? 

No, sir.  

Do I need to cycle this off?  You're working on it, okay. We will  now close public participation and  the public hearing and open up for  council  discussion and action. I have  no lights here, so someone will  have to raise a hand so I  can see for item 30.  I have no light.  Ms. Denys.  

Motion for approval.  

Motion for approval. Second from  Mr. Wagner. Further discussion?  You'll have to raise your hand  at this time. Okay. Seeing no further  discussion, all those in  favor of case  S-15-058, special exception for  temporary camp sites on rural  mobile home MH-3 zoned property,  please  signify by aye.  

Aye.  

Opposed? So carried unanimous.  Have a nice day, sir.  

All right.  Item 31.  This is case zone -- zoning case  Z-15-059, rezoning from rural residential  enterprise community  overlay zone, RRE, to transitional  agricultural and enterprise community  overlay zone. The applicant is our  own Mr. Fred Lowry. For the record,  Mr. Lowry is going to abstain from  voting on this. He has filled out  the appropriate documentation with  that. So without  further ado, Mr. Scott Ashley.  

Thank you, honorable chair and  council. Scott Ashley, senior zoning  manager. This is a rezoning request  to go from  a personal agricultural RR zoning  classification to the A-3  agricultural classification. Subject  property was reviewed by staff and  presented before the planning and  land development regulation commission  after September 8, 2015 meeting.  They unanimously voted to forward  this application to the council  with recommendation of  approval.  

Okay. Thank you very much.  There it is. That is, that's  an odd shape for property. Just  the way it is, huh?  

There are two parcels involved.  This is part of undeveloped -- one  lot on each side of the easement.  

Okay. Very well. Is there any  other staff report on this matter?  Seeing none, we will close the  public -- I'm sorry, the staff reporting  section. Open it up for public participation.  

None, sir.  

And my screen still does not  work. [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  

There is something wrong with  my screen. Okay. For the council,  you'll have to kind of make a motion,  wave a hand or something so I can  find you. All right. We will close  the public participation. Open up  for council discussion  and hearing Mr. Patterson.  

I have a question for the  applicant.  [ LAUGHTER ]  

I want to demand my 15 minutes  and show fainting goat videos.  

No, sir, that would be out of  order. Yes, Mr. Patterson. [ LAUGHTER  ]  

Could you explain all the  elements of section 72-414 E for  me so I have a full understanding  of it?  

I'll refer to legal on that.  [ LAUGHTER ]  

 There is a request. Legal?  

I'll, I'll delay that.  

Careful what you ask for. I'll  find somebody.  

Mr. Chair, I want to move  approval of the rezoning from  rural residential enterprise community  overlay zone RRE 3 zone and classify  to  transitional agricultural enterprise  community overlay  zone, Z-15-059, I move approval.  

He hurts me because now I have  to read that all back into the record.  I have a motion for approval of  case Z-15-059.  Is there a second?  

Second.  

Thank you, Ms. Denys.  

I only do that because -- only  way you can have a qualified motion  is if you--  

I understand.  

You say just move it, it is an  unqualified motion.  

True. I understand. I got to  read it all in there. Can we make  these titles a little shorter sometimes?  Mr. Lowry, do you have any  comment on this particular thing?  

No, sir.  

No, sir. Very well. I gave him  a chance. Motion is for approval  of the rezoning of rural residential  enterprise community overlay zone  RRE, zoning classification to transitional  agriculture enterprise community  overlay  zone A-3 E, zoning  classification case Z-15-059. Motion  by Mr. Patterson, second by Ms.  Denys. All those in favor, please  signify by aye.  

Aye.  

All those opposed? It passes  6-0. Mr.  Lowry has to abstain. Force of  habit, but he abstains.  

Moving  on, we have item 32 okay.  Order of business, open public  hearing, CPA 15-002, tran missal hearing of large-scale text  and map amendment to the  comprehensive plan.  You have the floor.  

I'm Susan Jackson, planning and  development services. This is a  large scale amendment to the comprehensive  plan. Basically it's an administrative  housekeeping item.  It changes three policies and two  associated maps.  Policy 2.1.6.3 and the associated  map figure 2.5 are being changed,  basically updating it to the newly  adopted  FDOT level of service standards.  Policy 2.1.6.8 addresses county  constraint facilities.  Basically two segments are being  taken off this list.  They are no longer county maintained.  Two are being put on the list as  they are policy constrained.  And then finally, policy 2.3.3.3  and  figure 2.8 are being updated to  include the Indian River Lagoon  scenic biway. Council adopted the  resolution of support for this biway  in July 2014.  FDOT has determined that it meets  the criteria for a scenic biway,  so we are adopting it into our comprehensive  plan. On September 8, PLDRC  unanimously approved this amendment  to forward to the county council  with the finding of consistency  and to transmit to the department  of economic opportunity. If you  have any questions, I would be happy  to answer.  

Thank you, ma'am. Okay. I see  no questions. We will now close  -- any other staff reports? That's  it. We will close the staff  reporting section, open up public  participation. Is there any public  participation, ma'am?  

No, sir.  

Very well.  We will close public participation  and open up the county council discussion  and action. Is there discussion,  action, motion? I need to see a  hand still because I'm not -- my  thing is  not working. 

Mr. Chairman?  

I'm sorry. I looked over there.  I have a motion for approval from  Mr. Daniels and a second by Ms.  Denys.  Any further discussion? I see no  further discussion. I have to double-check  on my left here again. I see no  further discussion. All those in  favor of CPA 15-002 transmittal  hearing to a large-scale text and  map amendment to the comprehensive  plan, please signify by aye.  

Aye.  

All those opposed? So carried.  That completes the agenda  business for the Volusia County  Council. Is there any public  participation on any matter not  on  the agenda, Ms. Summerford?  

No, sir.  

Very well. We will now move on  to the final course of business.  Mr. Daniels, you finished your  complete conversations, correct?  

Of course not.  

I didn't think so.  

I only took maybe an hour, hour  and a half.  

I know, I know.  

I have more to go.  

I was afraid. As long as it's not fainting  goat video, I'm fine.  

One more thing. An additional  plea to Mr. Eckert to drop the appeal  to the poor woman who got her face  run over on the beach. I mean, do  you really think that getting your  face run over and having half of  it paralyzed is not going to affect  your ability to earn income in the  future? Do you really think that  that is not -- that she's not going  to have medical in the future?  You know, I know that, you know,  we lawyers are trained a certain  way, but every now and then you  have to revert back to being a human  being. You know, why don't we just  get  rid of this thing? This is my  second plea on the same subject.  Mr. Eckert, please.  

Mr. Eckert, you have the floor,  sir. Unless you  don't want the floor.  

I believe the county's fulfilling  its contractual duty and we do not  believe there is evidence to support  the verdict for those two aspects,  future medical or the loss of earning  capacity.  And I, I don't think the county  has the exclusive option to drop  the appeal.  

What do you mean the exclusive  option?  

I think it would require the  concurrence of the insurance company.  

Have we asked them to just  drop it?  

We have taken the appeal at  their direction, their request.  They,  they paid for the argument, for  the briefs and arguments  that the lawyer on appeal, the--  

Does the insurance company have  their own lawyer?  

They are providing Counsell   counsel for us in this case.  

Okay. So you aren't doing it.  It is some lawyer hired by the  insurance company that is handling  it?  

We are cooperating with the,  the--  

I understand cooperating. You  got to do that, yeah.  

No, we did not do the briefs  or  do the oral argument. That is to  say we -- lawyers from my office.  

Okay.  

A lawyer from my office was  at counsel table. Counsel is welcome  to go back and look  at the oral argument before the  5th district which occurred last  week.  

Your position would be that we  really would have no option, given  our contractual obligations?  

That is so.  

All right.  

And the council cannot  voluntary settle this case  without, without there being a claims  bill.  

Okay. Without troubling the rest  of my county council members, any  further, do what you can and settle  it. Get rid of this thing.  Thank you.  

Thank you, Mr. Daniels. Ms. Denys,  closing comments?  

Nothing, Mr. Chair.  

Mr. Lowry, congratulations on  your rezoning. Any closing comments?  

I  had a York Peppermint Patty  to celebrate. [ LAUGHTER ]  

This morning, rotary club,  Deltona and Debary rotary club members  came before us during the public  comments and that was Mary Mule  and Pat nor thee.  Northey.  They are having a children's cancer  fund-raiser event where they are  going to be using Debary Hall.  They asked that council would consider  waiving the fees on that, since  it is that. I spoke with Mr. Bailey  earlier in regard to that. I don't  know if he wants to add anything  to it, but I got the impression  that that had been done in the past,  but we wanted to be  careful about such matters and didn't  feel like it would be a flood gate  of such similar events in the future  occupying us in regard to such requests,  although you cannot really predict  that. So I would -- I spoke with  him and, of course this morning  I think the chair was here and someone  else. I told them that I would bring  that up before the council today  and I'll do that as a motion.  But I would like to have discussion  first before I make such a motion.  

Okay.  

Please.  

He is opening up the floor for  discussion. Mr. Patterson, I notice  the quick movement.  

Well, I, I know we've been kind  of -- when we get bombarded  with these requests, not this in  particular, but any time anybody  wants something, they feel like  they can come in and not put us  in a position to do it and we've  kind of tried to avoid those  situations. It's  a  good cause and that -- it  leads not so much for that particular  property, but for everything that  we have that we charge fees for,  somebody will feel that it's necessary  to do it. I'm not trying to be a  jerk  about it, but I guess next thing,  if we could fill this place up with  people who want to  use county facilities and that's  -- I don't know.  That's just my --  

Any comment, Ms. Cusack? Yes,  please. Ms. Cusack?  

Thank you, Mr. Chair. I was also  here for that discussion this morning.  

That's right. You were here.  

 I think that it is a scholarship  for Daytona State College. In addition  to that, it's the  childhood cancer foundation all  being  sponsored by the Debary,  Deltona Rotary.  I think we could be going down a  slippery  slope when we waive fees.  And I don't have a problem with  waiving fees.  However, when you do that, the  next person that comes along that  wants us to waive the fees, who  will be the one that says whether  or not that organization is  worthy or should have their fees  waived?  I think it's -- it sets a precedence  for us to do that.  So it concerns me that we would  begin to do that type of thing.  Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Any comment? Ms. Denys?  Mr. Daniels? Yes, please.  . My screen's still not working.  

Okay. Well, you know, it is for  children with cancer.  You know, we don't really have  that many events for children  with cancer, you know. I  mean, let's give them a break.  Life has dealt  them a hard road to hoe and it dealt  it pretty early. You know, waiving  the fees is not that  big of a deal. We could change  the name to the,  the speedway, children's cancer  fund-raiser and probably get a unanimous  vote. Why don't we just change the  name and do it.  

That doesn't always fly,  Mr. Daniels.  

Because it's not ours to change.  It's not our name to change.  Yes, Ms. Denys?  

What are we talking about in  fees?  

$250, am I correct, Mr. Bailey?  You might as welcome on up here,  Tim.  It's, like, $250. It's rental of  Debary Hall.  

Well, I think council has been  fiscally prudent today in opting  out of the Florida  association accounting, saved  almost 59,000 there, took 20,000  out of the St. John river  alliance, so that's 67, 70--  

This is for kids with cancer?  

Yes.  

What organization?  

To the general fund, we just  saved 80,000. I'm willing  to spend 250 for this issue.  

It's a special fund-raiser being  run by the, the rotary club at Debary  and all that, a fund-raiser.  

Mr. Bailey, you've got all the  numbers and names and all of that.  Please.  

I'm with you.  

Tim Bailey. Good afternoon.  Blue spring park director . I  was approached early on and obviously  I don't have any authority to waive  fees. If we -- I suggested that  if she felt that  way, the only way that we can accommodate  would be the policy makers would  have to make the decision.  

But it's kids with cancer?  

Yeah,  it's kids with cancer, $250.  

Problem solved. I'll pay for  it myself.  

Josh, this is how we do it. No  taxpayer dollars were used in this.  

Just my profits. [ LAUGHTER ]  

Way. Now way.  

I'll pay for it.  

You know what, Josh? I'll go  in on half of it with you, because,  you know, I mean, I feel very serious  about kids with cancer. It's a very  worthwhile cause. I mean, I'll go  in half.  

I'll give you $50 also.  

I'm in, too.  

We're not setting a precedence.  

Okay.  

Pass the hat.  

We're going to pass the hat.  The fee will be taken care of by  the council because this is a  very worthwhile organization on  our personal levels. Thank  you very much, council.  

Now we have to be careful there's  not an offering plate up here every  time we meet.  

That's okay. We've got you. [  LAUGHTER ]  

Sometime they pass the plate  and don't put anything in it.  

Sometimes you pass -- that's  right. [ LAUGHTER ]  

I'll just write you a check.  

We'll get it.  

I'll have them buy me a beer  or something.  

Mr. Lowry, anything else before  we continue on?  

No, sir. I am done.  

Okay. Mr. Patterson, do you have  closing comment? [ LAUGHTER ]  

Closing comment, sir?  

I was giving some editorial  comments here. [ LAUGHTER ]  

The only thing that I have  today is, and I really don't want  to take this away from one of our  council members, but we do  have a county employee who is  just elected as first VP for board  of directors of convention  sales professional international.  I don't want to divulge the  name, Mr. Daniels.Do you have anything  you want to admit here today? [  INDISCERNIBLE ]  

Who could that be? [ LAUGHTER  ]  

I just think when some of our  county employees need to be  recognized when something good,  and this is good for the ocean  center and--  

It is good. It's the national  organization--  

I didn't want to embarrass you  with this.  

This is the national organization.  And she is first vice president  and in line to be president coming  up.  

Who, who is she? You have  to say the name.  

Angela and Cameron-Daniels. 

Okay. There we go.  

I was at an event one night  and Frank Bruno was in the audience.  He introduced everybody, and  then at the end they said Frank,  why don't you introduce your wife.  

Well, I think we all know that  is the worst mistake you can make  at a fund-raiser, is not to introduce  your wife.  

 Glad I'm not married. Is there anything  else, Mr. Patterson? Anything else?  

That was it.  

Okay. All right. Mr. Wagner?  

I'm good. Thank you.  

All right.  Ms. Cusack? I, on the other hand, couple  issues have come up over the  past couple weeks since we've been  out. One of the big issues -- one  of the issues, not a big issue.  One issue that came up, and I talked  with the manager and the county  attorney. We have appointees that  go to some of our appointed boards  that are not members of Volusia  County. They  live in different counties. And  I did not know this. This was pointed  out to me. I was, like, oh, well,  I don't know. I don't know if this  council would like to make a policy  that, you know, if you live in Volusia  County, you can be on a board. But  if you don't live in Volusia County,  you can't be on a county board.  Kind of like being down to Orlando  and sitting on one of their boards  and making decisions and then you  come home. So  I -- Ms. Denys?  

Kind of like the V GMC, when  we're using attorneys and planning  consultants from outside of the  county to come back and tell the  county how to do business.  

Exactly.  

Kind of like that.  

Kind of like it.  

Kind of like that. That's up  to the council. I mean, we haven't  made it a requirement that they  are Volusia County citizens, have  we?  

And at current, I would say,  yep. Did I hear a comment?  [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  

You have to be on the record,  ma'am. [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  

The only ones that have to be  resident of Volusia County are  our advertising authorities.  Is there any others? There's more.  

That's not accurate.  

Okay.  

Our planning board requires them  to live within each one of the districts  or the  unincorporated area respectively,  contractors licensing board requires  them to do business. There are individual  requirements within some of the  criteria for  many of our boards. A blanket statement,  I would say, you're correct. There's  no blanket statement. But within  the criteria for--  

Each board.  

-- appointment to the board--  

Like Ms.  Denys said, the VGMC, right? They  don't have -- we got attorneys from  outside the county that are operating?  

No, no, no.  The attorney  is hired by the board. That's contracted  out. They bid that. But that's not  an appointment on the board. The  board membership for the VGMC does  require them to be  citizens of Volusia County. 

Our charter review board?  

The charter review is  different, you're correct. It is  handled by the state. It does not  require residence within the chartered  entity.  

Does not require it.  

Correct. Does not require it.  

But we do have a member on there  that doesn't live in Volusia County.  

And previous councils, when they  appointed charter review, would  address that and made a determination  that they would not appoint somebody  out of the county, but the law does  not require that.  But, but there are requirements  within certain boards that, yes,  they have residency within the  county or within a district.  

All right.  

Specifically within the county.  

So it would be up to us to make  a policy to say that if you weren't  going to serve on any kind of advisory  board, you would have to be living  in Volusia County? That would just  be our preference, our policy.  

If you wanted to ensure the boards  that didn't make -- have  a specific requirement, yes.  Yes.  

Yes, ma'am.  

Just for clarification, did you  say members on the charter review  are not residents?  

There is a member on the charter  review that does not  live in Volusia County. Just pointing  out. Just pointing it out. Leaving  it up to this council to make a  decision. And if somebody wanted  to bring it up later -- I'm just  bringing the message. Don't  kill the messenger here.  

Mr. Chair, what specific board  are you referring to?  

Well, it was the charter review  board.  

That's -- okay. I thought there  were other advisory boards.  

You brought up the VGMC, which  was the attorney issues.  

And land planners.  

Yeah.  

So I'm throwing that out. Let  the council decide, chew on it,  and then if you would  like -- been hearing a lot of this  stuff and I hate to go down this  road. I really, really do, but I'm  getting a lot of calls. I would  really, really think it would be  a great idea if this council would  sit down and we said we're  going to make a policy about credit  card usage within our advertising  authorities. No more of this personal  credit card stuff. And I've heard  that -- this happens  in law firms too. But the way I  understand it, our advertising authorities  don't have the credit card thing,  do they?  They are using a credit card, and  I'm going to leave names out because  I don't want any more publicity  on it. But there is a credit card  being used out here that is in somebody's  name and the advertising authority  was paying it off and carrying --  this was going on for a while. And  then we got a problem with -- it's  theirs. It's ours. It's hers. It's  theirs. Don't we have a policy or  a ruling that  says in their bilaws that advertising  authority is supposed  to have their own credit card? I  know it's a complicated issue,  but this is 

     an issue.  

The credit card belongs to the  authority.  

As long as the authority owns  the credit card?  

No. If they use it for authority  business.  

See, that's the area.  

In this case, the authority was  paying for the -- paid for the membership  fee. It  paid all the bills. But there  was a policy in place  which required that the points belonged  to the authority.  

See, now -- that's where all  the discussion is. I'm, like, don't  they have a credit card of their  own? Instead of, like, getting a  staff member to  sign up for a credit card?  

Mr. Chair, I'll get you a detailed  briefing on that subject, sir.  

Okay. I would appreciate that.  Okay. That's all I got, then.  

Ms. Connors, you have nothing,  right?  

Not so lucky, sir. I have  a couple items, please.  

All right.  

We've had an invitation come  to the county for interest in  table sponsorship at the Pearls  of Hope gala which would be a  week from tomorrow.  Pearls of Hope is a fund-raiser  for the food brings hope organization.  If you're familiar with that, this  was an organization founded  by Hossein in 2007 to bring food  to families and children who are  just going hungry either through  poverty or other needs.  The question is whether the council  would care to be a table sponsor  for that event. Cost  for  the table is $2000.  

How big is the table?  

Table for eight. 

All right. We'll start over here.  Ms. Denys.  

I think we should sponsor. This  is a good example for supporting  the community. We're talking about  the homeless issue and taking care  of the needy. I would  -- am I echoing?  [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  

 I would support the  sponsorship if council wants to.  

It's not a motion. I'm asking  if they would support. We're going  down the line. Mr. Daniels?  

Good.  

Mr. Lowry?  

Good.  

Mr. Patterson? [ INDISCERNIBLE  ]  

Would you like to support the  Pearls  of Hope table for $2000?  It's  a food drive thing. Food for  hope for children in schools.  Support? None.  Okay.  Ms. Cusack? [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  

Okay.  

Sounds unanimous.  

We'll add that to the council's  list.  Second item, this weekend is the  Cymetra tour championship at LPGA.  If council members are  interested in VIP passes, please  let Maria know. They will simply  be left for you at will call if  you are so interested.  

Can I drive my Harley on the  green?  

I don't think that VIP gets you  there.  

Oh. [ LAUGHTER ]  

Oh, well. I tried.  

Anything else, ma'am?  

And the last item, there is a  ground-breaking coming up. This  is just for future reference. This  will be on Tuesday, December 1.  It will be a ground-breaking for  the top billed company.  This is  a company that received  county QTI funding last April and  the ground-breaking right now, the  arrangements are not final. They  expect it to be around 10:30 a.m.  So if you are interested in  attending that, please let us  know.  

Where--  

It will be, the location is in  Daytona Beach on the east side  of Williamson, south of Dunn.  

What's the name of that company  again?  

Top build, Inc.  

Why  does that sound familiar?  

We will get you further information  on that. That's just to put on your  calendar. That's all we have. Thank  you.  

Very good.  Mr. Eckert, closing comments?  

Yes, sir. Pursuant to the DJJ  secured  detention funding issue, as you  know, the legislature passed appropriations  implementation bill requirement  that if the  fees were not paid as projected,  that  the department of revenue,  Chief Financial Officer, would  withhold those funds from those  duo  oh would hold that amount from the  amount that was otherwise due to  the county. Our  view is that implementation  bill amounts to substantive law  and that it's not  constitutional, so to protect your  interests, I anticipate that we  -- that if our research ends as  we expect it will, that we'll be  filing a petition for extraordinary  -- to keep the Chief Financial Officer  from doing that.  So just letting you know.  

Thank you. Anything else?  

No, sir. We'll -- I'll give you  a statement of the existing policies  at another time. I'm sorry. Since  you're about ready to adjourn, I  don't want to attempt--  

Just bring it up in the council,  next -- so everybody knows, bring  it up as public knowledge.  

All right. Any further business  that needs to come before the council?  Yes, ma'am. Still don't have a light.  

Sorry. Two minutes of good news,  please. Mr. Bailey would like to  just give the council a very quick  update on the cemetery maintenance.  

Okay. Set the timer for two minutes.  No.  Mr. Bailey?  

Good afternoon. Tim Bailey, Volusia  County parks and recreation cultural  director. Last county council meeting  we were looking to have the  cemetery in Glen wood cleaned up.  We were using volunteers.  There was also some Eagle Scouts  project and recently a girl scout  project. We have been working with  the volunteer group, specifically  reverend Benjamin Smith from the  AME church, as well as the  Trinity Methodist church have  been helping us out there and I  have some slides here. Hopefully  it will take a short period of time.  What we did here is we just  cleared out some paths so all  the vegetation that's aeither side  of that. Believe it or not, that's  the cemetery. Could be dragged out  through those lines and brought  over to the chipper and that's kind  of what you  see going on there.  Then there's a headstone that's  been exposed and others  meandering through the whole  property. Worker cleaning up off  the headstones here. I have a video  here I would like to show to you.  Some of these have been damaged  through time. And in the background,  you can see the chipper as the  volunteers would drag the material  out, staff would put it into the  chipper and clear out  the area. 

Are all the headstones and  graves being annotated where they  are?  

Yes, we have someone on staff  who has inventoried all the cemeteries  and inventoried the number of Graves  on each one of those cemeteries.  I think the number that I heard  was 32 is what they identified.  And there's a short -- there's  two videos. Give you an idea of  what some of the volunteers have  been doing  out there. 

This is an interview by  reverend Benjamin on site.  

My family is buried out here.  They were raised, my  grandmother, she moved here and  my father was born here in Glenn  Glen  wood and they are buried in this  area. I normally go out to the area,  but the whole area was too much  for me to try to maintain. So  with the news coming on board and  getting the information out, and  I was asking for volunteers to come  and help and while we  were doing that, quite a few people  turned out and I was amazed. The  reason we are doing it is  try to restore this cemetery and  bring it back so that it's  presentable and decent. We have  quite a few persons out  here that are veterans. We have  at least four that we can  identify with and possibly my great  uncle, he was also a veteran. He  was a postmaster out here for  42 years. My whole family, when  I was roughly around 4 years old,  this  was around 1948, '49, I used to  come walk out  here from De Leon springs and spend  the day with my grandmother, which  is Mary Smith.  The volunteers is overwhelming.  They are really coming in and they  are working. We have the United  Methodist Trinity.  They donated cookies and soft drinks  and water. We have the county, which  have come out.  They brought chippers, port-a-potties  put in place, and we have also the  employees from the county that are  out helping us. And we have numerous  amount of county representatives  that have stepped up and they are  really coming in to do things that  we are missing for a long time.  We had the prisoners coming out  here and maintaining. I have no  idea what, when they ceased to come  out, but we sure miss them dearly,  as many -- if you see the pictures,  this place had really grown up tremendously.  And we  want to have folk that continue  to come and assist us and we need  the county to come out and help  us so we can maintain this grave  site. We thank you. And we appreciate  each and every one of you and your  endeavors in coming out to help  us. Thank you.  Bye-bye.  

We do have an ongoing plan  once it's completed and its cleanup,  there will be a fence put around  the cemetery to identify the boundaries.  There will be an ongoing volunteer  maintenance program that we're working  with. Not only with these folks  here, but also folks that have  contacted our office. We also --  I think it's tomorrow at noon, we  have a meeting with the boy scouts,  next Saturday at noon a meeting  with the girl  scouts on their projects.  Okay.  

Thank you, sir. Yes, ma'am, Ms.  Cusack?  

I wanted to say thanks to everyone  that has stepped up to the plate.  It just warms my heart that this  has happened and the way that it  has been handled in such an  appropriate way and I, as many  other residents are so grateful.  Thanks to everyone.  

Thank you.  

All right. If there's no further  business to come forth before this  council--  

Mr. Chair? Just to go back to  your earlier question--  

I was so close.  

Yes, sir, but you asked the question,  and I wasn't as prepared to address--  

I'm trying to keep Ms. Cusack  happy. She says we got to be out  of here by 3:00.  

I'll furnish you the credit card  policies that were adopted on December  18, 2012.  

Please.  

And in October 2013, which I  think will address to your  satisfaction the issue that you  raise. [ INDISCERNIBLE ]  

Yes, sir, thank you.  

You was intended to be collective  you.  

Collective.  

Yes, sir.  

Okay.  

Y'all.  

Just a question, on that issue,  Mr. Eckert, that may be the policy.  What can we do going forward to  stop this? To keep individuals --  because we have a county credit  card. I don't have it.  I won't take it. My assistant keeps  it at the desk. But there's got  to be a way that we can put these  under somebody else's name other  than individuals, because we have  -- we have to insulate this process.  We have to. And the individuals.  We owe it to them to insulate this.  

Yeah, this has been a problem.  

I agree.  

And I just think we need to change  the policy. Like you said, it's  a policy issue. We can change that  policy.  

Well,--  

If it is a policy.  

The policy would address your  concerns.  

Then we'll probably continue  this  then after we've read the policy.  All right. Is there any other business  that needs to come before this county  council?  Okay. Next council meeting is when,  ma'am?  

November 5.  

Okay. November 5. So we will  be -- unless there is objection,  we will be adjourned  until November 5, 9:00. Without  objection, we are adjourned.  .  

 [ event concluded ]  

