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PAST MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

 

 

Activities Undertaken During Public Ownership 

 

Since assuming management responsibility for the Preserve, the County has undertaken several 

activities.  These activities may be broadly classified as (a) natural resource, (b) public use and (c) 

administrative.  

 

(a) Natural Resource  

 

A variety of stewardship activities have been undertaken including; 

- planting of approximately 100 acres of slash pine in the abandoned pastures south of Rudman 

Road 

- mechanical chopping, primarily in the northeastern portion of the Preserve, 

- control and eradication of invasive and exotic species, using both mechanical and chemical 

means,  

- harvesting/thinning of approximately 63 acres of timber in the area west of Pell Road, and  

- conducting several prescribed burns, encompassing approximately 1370 acres, across the 

Preserve. 

 

Other activities have included the establishment and maintenance of fire lines, creating a network of 

photo monitoring points, and monitoring for the presence of listed species.   

 

(b) Public Use 

 

A pair of trailheads, located on Lopez and Rudman Roads, and associated trails have been established in 

Preserve (Figure 20).  The trailheads provide parking for vehicles and trailers and include informational 

displays for visitors.  The associated trails, which are open for use by hikers, cyclists and equestrians, 

extend over 5.5 miles 

 

A picnic pavilion has been erected on the trail system in central portion of the Preserve and a fire ring 

has been placed in the southwestern corner of the Preserve to facilitate use of this area as a primitive site 

for group camping. . 

 

(c) Administrative 

 

Gates have been installed at entrances to control access.   

 

A mobile home and livestock stable previously sited in the extreme southwestern corner of the Preserve, 

south of Rudman Road, have been demolished and removed from the property.  Activities at this locale 

also included general site cleanup and disconnection of electrical service. 

 

The future land use and zoning classifications of the Preserve have been amended/changed to reflect 

public ownership as conservation land. 
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