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>>CHAIR BROWER:  Good morning, if everyone wants to start finding their seats, we'll start in about three minutes.  


>>CHAIR BROWER:  Good morning, everybody.  Before I officially call this meeting to order, I'm going to do something highly unusual.  In fact, I'm not sure if it's ever been done before.  I thought that would get everybody's attention.  

(Laughing)
but I am going to do something highly unusual, that's never been done before.  I want to call Doug and Nancy hall, and I would like them to walk to the microphone to the presentation with table with Sheila young. . 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, can you hear me?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Good morning. 


>>SPEAKER: I'm not sure how these microphones work.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Can you guide her to the microphone?  There you go.  


>>SPEAKER: It's not cooperating.  Okay.  Just a ‑‑ my name is Mary Tyson, and I'm the president of the Halifax chapter of the council, Halifax council of the blind chapter, of Florida council of the blind.  And in the role, and also as the secretary of the Florida council of the blind, I'd like to read a letter, and make a presentation.  The Florida council of the blind presents their 2021 legislative award to Lisa Lewis.  Volusia County supervisor of elections, Lisa Lewis has been and continues to be a tremendous advocate for people with disabilities.  Especially to those of us who are blind.  Lisa goes well beyond her job duties to enable ‑‑ sorry ‑‑ I get a little bit emotional sometimes.  Okay.  


To enable citizens to fully participate in local statewide and national elections, whether a person wishes to vote in‑person, at a local precinct, or by mail.  Volusia's supervisor of elections has been serving the election needs of the citizens of Florida and her local county for 13 years.  She has served as elected supervisor of elections since 2016.  Since becoming the supervisor of elections, Lisa has diligently worked to cross‑train her staff, to enhance cybersecurity and to conduct open and transparent elections.  As well as she has repeatedly promoted accessible voting.  She is always willing and available to present at outreach activities, such as the American council of the blind legislative seminar, Halifax council of the blind membership meetings, and other blindness related consumer group meetings and virtual awareness training for voters who are blind.  Last year, when Volusia County conducting a special vote by mail, Lisa and her staff, set aside a Saturday at city island library for use of the express vote.  The express vote enables people with print disabilities to vote independently and in secret, on accessible equipment.  And recognition ‑‑ in recognition of outstanding service to the blind of Florida, and in appreciation for the unselfish devotion towards a better life, for blind persons, the Florida council of the blind presents its 2021 legislative award to Lisa Lewis, awarded April 30th, 2021.  Sheila A. Young, president.  

[ APPLAUSE ]


>>SPEAKER: Right behind you there, Doug.  


>>SPEAKER: The second award we made to Lisa, which I did not announce, because I was so busy reading the letter, was that we kind of brought Lisa to everyone's attention, because of all of our service to the Volusia County and Halifax council and thus, she has become quite famous and we are quite proud of her, and we love her, thank you.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you very much.  

[ APPLAUSE ]


>>SPEAKER: Thank you.  Thank you very much.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Lisa, before you speak, I want you to know that 3,000 people can keep a secret.  

(Laughing)
but this had to be done quickly.  For several reasons.  I want to call the meeting to order and make this retroactive to 9:00 so that what she just read is public record.  So with the council's permission, the meeting was called to order at 9:00.  And now it is public record.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you very much.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you.  


>>SPEAKER: Go around in terms of council.  


>>SPEAKER: Okay.  


>>SPEAKER: Y'all take a giant step to your right.  Yeah, that's good.  Wait a minute.  That was noisy.  


>>SPEAKER: That's okay.  

(Laughing)

>>SPEAKER: Okay, ready?  You can take your masks off now, ready?  I'm going to come to the side now so I can see the dogs.  Now take a giant step to your left.  

(Laughing)
[ APPLAUSE ]


>>SPEAKER: Supposed to make that much noise?  If you can indulge me just for a minute?  You can keep a secret.  I absolutely had no idea.  This is ‑‑ Doug and Nancy, Mary,ca Sandra, everyone that works with the Halifax council for the blind, the state chapter, everything, they are just wonderful people to work with.  And we should all want everyone, no matter who they are, what their disability is, what their special need is, if they are eligible to vote, to be able to vote, in private.  And that's what we have, and that's what I'm all about.  Thank you, and thank you all, Nancy, Doug, Cassandra, Mary, Sheila, everyone who had a part of this, because this is totally unexpected.  And but a very nice surprise.  So thank you.  

[ APPLAUSE ]

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  And the meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.  And we will begin with the invocation and pledge of allegiance, if everyone would stand for the invocation and remain standing and pastor, there he is, thank you.  


>>SPEAKER: I have a tough name, I know.  Let's pray.  God, we come to you right now and I thank you for that awesome presentation right before us.  And God as we joined in this room, as your people Lord and we look around the room and everybody is from different areas, different demographics, Lord, but you love us all, you care about all of us, we all matter to you.  And so, as we come into this room, to discuss things for our city, for our county, I just pray that we understand that the person across is not our enemy, Lord, they're not against us, Lord, but we're brothers and sisters.  And that we care about each other, that we understand that all of us go home to a family.  And words do affect us, and so may there be peace in this room this morning, may there be grace extended, may there love be extended, may we pay for our council members as they have to make tough decisions, Lord, they understand that their decisions affect people, but they're sometimes in difficult situations.  And so I pray you give them grace, I pray you give them wisdom, I pray you guide their every word and I just pray, God, your hand is on this room this morning, where we can understand that we're a community and that we care about each other, and we care what's best for each other.  And so S let us treat each other well this morning.  We thank you for your son, we thank you for his death on the cross, so may we be people that honor you this morning in your name, amen.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. $$TRANSMIT  


Would you call the roll?
>> Clerk:  Roll call.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Okay.  We will start the meeting with public participation.  And I'm going to dispense with my opening announcements because we only have three.  We have a lot of people who will speak on items, but these are items of general interest for all of us.  So I'll call them in order.  Maggie LeMay, if you would come to the front?  Is Maggie here?  She is.  And just tell us your name when you get here and where you're from and you have three minutes, thank you.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  My name is Maggie LeMay, I live in Port Orange, and attend our lady of hope Catholic church, our congregation is a member of faith.  And I am an active member of faith's housing committee, for several years.  Like many of us, I didn't really truly understand the severity of this problem until it hit home.  Two years ago, my husband and I took in a beloved family member Norene as she searched for an affordable place to live, she was 80 years old at the time, she worked her entire life and spent time assisting local law enforcement, at 80 years old, she was receiving $700 a month from social security.  


My husband and I live in a small townhouse in Port Orange.  We were happy to have her stay with us as she searched for a permanent living situation, we were excited that she would live in the area and be around family who love her.  My husband, ed and I spent over six months going place to place with her, searching for an affordable rental, there's great affordable senior living facilities in our county like epiphany manor, casa SAN Pablo and Windsor apartments and others, they had multi‑year waiting lists.  To fine an affordable rental, Noreene had to move out of state.  There are many seniors like Norene in our county who have worked their entire lives and are now struggling to keep a roof over their heads.  This is not right.  We need to follow the lead of our neighbors in Seminole and Orange County and create a county‑wide housing trust fund, in Volusia County.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Susan Kennedy?  Suzanne Kennedy?  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  My name is Suzanne Kennedy, and I live in Ormond beach and attend our lady of Lord's church, Catholic church, in Daytona Beach.  Our church is one of 32 organizations here in Volusia County, congregations that make up faith, and I'm a member of faith's affordable housing committee.  I am blessed to have raised a wonderful, hard‑working daughter and I'm immensely proud of her.  A few years ago, I was very happy when she decided to move here from the Miami area.  At the time, she was in her late 20s.  And had been working in the nonprofit sector.  She received her bachelor's degree in marketing from the University of Miami.  When my daughter moved here in 2016, she planned to live with me temporarily in my condo in Ormond beach, until she was able to find a place of her own.  She ended up being here and living with me from 2016 to 2019.  And in all of that time, we were not able to find a safe and decent affordable apartment for her to live in Volusia County.  During this time, my daughter worked full‑time for a local healthcare community facility.  She was successful in that role and was able to procure several multimillion dollar grants for the organization.  Yet, this job only paid $13 an hour.  According to the low‑income housing coalition, $13.35 an hour is a mean wage for renter households in our county.  Yet, she could not afford affordable housing here.  Because of this, my daughter made the painful decision to leave our area in 2019.  She now lives elsewhere in the state where she fortunately found a good job and an apartment she can afford.  I know I'm not alone in my desire to live in a community where the average renter wage can afford someone at least a one‑bedroom apartment.  I know I'm not the only parent whose grown children find they must relocate to find affordable housing.  So many young working families in Volusia County, including those in essential industries like healthcare, struggle to keep a roof over their heads.  Faith is calling our county council to create an affordable housing trust fund here in Volusia County, which would empower the private sector to create housing opportunities for working people like my daughter.  We look forward to the county's upcoming summit on this topic and our committee hopes to meet with each of you individually to hear your thoughts.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  And John Nicholson?  


>>SPEAKER: ‑‑ Daytona Beach, beach side, I'm not a member of faith, a great organization, poor leadership.  But it is ‑‑ their concept that a trust fund is absolutely desirable.  We do have a hard time, especially in Daytona Beach with affordable housing, absolutely fantastic ‑‑ the A1 apartments that we are finally getting, the up scale housing that we are finally getting, we waited yearyear ‑‑ years for it, but we got it.  The topic today is flooding, it appeared in the paper again, we talked about the water, the need for water in the future, well, we're getting flooding, we're doing this development, and for some reason, the guy that had the farm?  And the development was next door and flooded his property?  Well, we're getting that in Ormond and Daytona Beach, Margaritaville, for some reason, it's on marsh land and they're not apparently raising the area in the right locations, and they're getting flooding.  


One of the landscape guys that works next door, made a comment that he goes out there and he can't do it that day because it's underwater.  So they can't mow the lawn because it's under water, so there's something wrong in the county, something wrong in the cities who are allowing this development and the neighbors on a regular, run of the mill, rain, is getting flooding.  So we have to look at that.  So would you please take a look at your statutes and whatever you have in your plan, ask that you do the same thing, so that we do not have generations in the future like Daytona Beach, 100 years ago, we built and there's a section, near key street, midtown area, floods every year.  And when we get a really bad rain, the streets flood to the point where people driving by, drives the water into their houses.  And they lose their carpet, they lose their furniture, every year.  So those kinds of things, if we know it's going to come down the pike, plan for it.  So I ask you, please, to look at it, so that those people that are having the flooding problems, we don't pass it to the next development and the development after that.  And also, the water, a lot of the flooding for midtown comes from the Nova canal, and the city was planning on taking a pipe to pipe it out to the far west, so we could percolate it through and have water.  I'm asking you to look at that with them.  So that we ‑‑ one, we stop the flooding.  And two, we have a water supply for the future, because that is the next big problem.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  And that brings us to item 1.  Which is our consent agenda and since we have a full house, I'm going to give you a little bit of background, very quickly, because many of you listened to this every two weeks.  And you see us approving sometimes a whole alphabet and sometimes repeating the alphabet.  For items and I want you to know that every county council member has discussed this with the county manager and county attorneys and all of the department heads, this is not something that's done recklessly or blindly, so sometimes as what might happen this morning, some things may be pulled for a vote.  Separately. Over pulled just for comment.  


Does anyone on council have any items they would like to pull for comment or for a vote?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I approval of the consent agenda. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Lowry, seconded by. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Post. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  By Ben Post ‑‑ by Heather Post.  

(Laughing)
all in favor say aye?  Aye.  Any opposed?  Motion passes unanimously.  7‑0.  And. . . That brings us to item 2.  Presentation, Kevin ‑‑ Kevin Captain doing this?  Where is he?  He's sprinting.  This is another special ceremony that we're going to take the time to do here, a special presentation, thank you, Kevin.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, honorable members of council, Kevin Captain, community information director.  Item 2.  We are here to honor some extraordinary community volunteers and leaders who have shared their time and talent to encourage residents of underrepresented communities to get the COVID‑19 vaccine.  This effort was led by our own district 1 county council member Barb Girtman, with us today are former county council member, Joyce Cusack.  The reverend Dr. Victor gooden, president of the Daytona Beach black clergy alliance.  Community organizer, Delores Guzman.  Deltona city commissioner, Maritza Maria Vasquez.  The Florida Department of Health in Volusia County.  Community organizer Kim Crawford Brown.  The reverend Larry Edwards of St. John missionary Baptist church.  Rafael Ramirez, administrator of Halifax health in Deltona.  Cynthia Shrader, president of the Daytona Beach chapter of the NAACP.  And we're also honoring the following individuals who are not able to join us today.  Shalritha Dixon, director of the spring hill resource center.  Detailor Grimes of Bethune cook man university.  And the honorable Hubert Grimes, a retired judge with the 7th judicial circuit court.  And the reverend Dr. Wyndal rollerson of the grater Bethlehem Baptist church.  The reverend Reggie Williams, of Emanuel Christian ministries.  And to kick things off, I'd like to invite Dr. Joyce Cusack, follow by Delores Guzman and the reverend Dr. Victor gooden to share a few words with us.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning!
>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Good morning. 


>>SPEAKER: I'm so accustomeded to saying I bring you greetings from Volusia County.  

(Laughing)
I do bring you greetings from Volusia County.  I am just so honored to be here.  This is such a pleasure that you would take the time to say to the citizens of Volusia County how important it is that we would recognize the importance in having the COVID vaccines.  Thank you for your participation and the opportunity to represent you and the citizens of Volusia County in that effort.  I want you to know that I'm so honored that you are here, that you have a job, that is second to none, so I applaud you for putting your time and efforts out.  To be a part of that body.  So to you, Jeff Brower, our new chair, thank you for your service.  To you, our vice Chair, thank you, Billie Wheeler, for your service, and to you, Danny Robins, thank you for joining that body and to my friends and colleagues of long‑standing, Ben Johnson and to Fred Lowry, Dr. Lowry, good to see you.  Heather Post and my darling friend, and mentee, Barb Girtman, I'm so honored that you would put forth that effort, on behalf of all of us, we say thank you for the opportunity to serve and not be served, but to be of service, thank you and God bless you all.  

[ APPLAUSE ]

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, Joyce.  $$TRANSMIT . 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Good morning.  


>>SPEAKER: Chair Brower and council members.  My name is Delores Guzman, and I live in 808 south Hancock drive in Deltona.  I am honored to be here today and thrilled that I was able to be a part of a team of volunteers in district 5.  And it's adjacent cities helping our community get vaccinated.  With the efforts of Maria ‑‑ Maria and Anna Randall, Ruben colon and so many others that took it upon themselves to call all of their families members and friends, and place them on a list to get vaccinated.  We helped almost 1,000 residents get the vaccine and we continue to help people get appointments scheduled in the state website, and share events throughout our county.  


Volusia County still has a long way to go, since by my calculation, we have only vaccinated 43% of our residents.  We have done a great job in having 80% of our seniors and 60% of our 50‑plus residents vaccinated.  Thank you, councilwoman Barb Girtman for the opportunity to be part of this community effort.  Like we always say, it takes a village to educate our children and it will take every sing one of us to continue encouraging our community in getting the vaccine, get the shot, and get you and your family safe.  

[ Speaking Spanish ]

Thank you.  

[ APPLAUSE ]

 $$TRANSMIT . 


>>SPEAKER: County chair, vice‑chair, council person, staff, and audience, my name is Dr. Victor gooden, I'm pastor of new life church of Daytona Beach.  And president of the Daytona Beach black clergy alliance.  Thank you for this privilege.  I've been asked to speak about the vaccination efforts for COVID‑19 that have taken place here in Volusia County.  As you are aware, early on, this process, the venues for receiving the vaccine were few with faulty systems of disbursement, which sometimes created havoc among the Florida population, just to get an appointment.  With this in mind, council lady Barb Girtman was an answer to our prayers on the east side of the county.  Especially in the African‑American neighborhoods where the situations for those who wanted the vaccine seemed like an enigma with a paradox at the core to say the least.  When she contacted me about the possibility of having vaccinations given on the east side, I was ecstatic, not only Barb Girtman, I must mention Daytona Beach NAACP president Ms. Cynthia Shrader, Ms. Kim Brown Crawford who has served in many capacities, and is executive assistant of the Daytona Beach black clergy alliance, teamed up with Yolanda buckles and the Volusia County emergency management staff and kudos to Jim judge, who opened the door in a humane way, along with the Volusia County Department of Health, and many others like deacon Charles Brown of new life and a multitude of caring and concerned citizens.  


This kind of collaboration could only happen because of compassionate people who united together forming an interweaving quilted cohesive bond of different races and different faces for the purpose of saving lives. 


I stand today to say thank you, it's because of the sacrifice of so many people like you who otherwise would still be waiting on the list or trying to figure out the system.  But now, they have been vaccinated and we're grateful and thank you for this privilege and your support.  

[ APPLAUSE ]


>>SPEAKER: Thank you, and now I'll turn it over to Ms. Barbara Girtman who organized today's ceremony and the recipients. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Thank you so much and thank you to the council for allowing us to have this opportunity.  What I want the community to know is we do not take you for granted.  When you step out and step out, it matters.  You are our extension into the community.  And especially trying to serve Brown, black and rural communities, it matters that we make that extension and take that time, and many of you reached out to me at a time when we were trying to make this happen.  So I say thank you to director Poso, I thank him for assigning Ms. Yolanda buckles who helped keep us organized and together and worked hard with us, with the Hispanic community who helped interpret, and create a whole system to ensure that communities of brown and black, that we know are being infected at greater numbers.  Within our community with less resources.  So I say to you, thank you, thank you for being here.  And know that it really matters when our communities come together.  And those efforts, this time it's COVID, and in a pandemic, but next time, whatever it is, I just want you to know that we appreciate you being there for us, with us and by us.  So thank you, again.  

[ APPLAUSE ]


>>SPEAKER: I'd like to get some pictures, can we have you gather here?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Okay, that brings us to item number 3.  Ordinance 2021‑16, human trafficking public awareness signs.  And this will be presented by our attorney Paolo Soria. 


>>SPEAKER: I have on my agenda that this can be no sooner than 10:30.  


>>SPEAKER: You are correct, we will have to wait or have another item prior to this.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Most of ‑‑ from 3 through 12 are public hearings.  Which are supposed to start at 10:30.  We're moving quickly.  Let's see.  We could ‑‑ pardon me?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  13?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Jump to 13.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Knock those out.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  13 or. . . 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  For the appointments?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Fred, why don't you make a motion that we move to item 13?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I'll do that, so moved. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion by Lowry, seconded by Post and we'll proceed to item number 13.  Is Dana Paige‑Pender in the room?  She's not.  Okay.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  By surprise, I think.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  We caught everybody by surprise.  It's been an efficient morning.  We could amend your motion and go to item 14.  Let's find out who's in the room, is John here?  For item number 14?  


>>SPEAKER: I don't see John.  I know Ben Bartlett ‑‑ 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Yes.  And we could also go, Billie, to start with 17?  And do the ‑‑ some of the ‑‑ 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Do that. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  If there are no objections, with people that I know that are in the room, we'll go to item 17.  Paolo Soria, you're back on for the. 


>>SPEAKER: Usually the county manager and the deputy county manager presents this.  But this is the 60‑second extension of the state of local emergency.  As council knows, it's every 7  days it must be renewed by council or in the event of a quorum is not here, the Chair. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I'll move for the 62nd extension of the state local emergency related coronavirus disease.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to move by Lowry, seconded by Wheeler I say aye, all opposed?  Thank you.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Mr. Chair, may I make a comment on that one real quick?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  You may.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I just wanted for the public, I've had questions regarding the emergency extensions and with regards to the mask mandates starting to diminish and various things happening, I've had questions as to why we're continuing to extend the state of local emergencies.  But just for the public's knowledge, it's very important that we continue as a county to do that.  In order to continue to get funding during the process.  So there is a lot of funding things coming down.  And if we were not to extend that, then we would not be receiving or eligible for any of those funds.  So it might be a little confusing, that we are still under an emergency order, but that is truly the reason.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, that was important.  Appreciate it.  


Item 18.  Is the community events update and Kevin Captain, you may have never had an audience this large, are you prepared to do to now?  Kevin?  Item 18?  Community events update?  Everybody is thrown off a little bit this morning, so.  We have to stop being so efficient.  


>>SPEAKER: Sure. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you for rolling with it. 


>>SPEAKER: Kevin Captain, community information director, we're going to go through the evens update.  So ‑‑ events update.  So we have starting off, the Votran public workshop, there's one left, it's 5:30 to 7:00 on May 20th at here in the chambers.  And this basically discusses the transit development plan, the ten‑year plan.  So that will be a good meeting.  


Also, speaking of Votran, there is a public transit workshop which is basically sort of a pop‑up information opportunity that will be in both Deland and New Smyrna Beach, May 25th and also, actually, May 25th for both and June 1st and discussing route 24 for those riders.  


And this Saturday, May 22nd, animal services is doing yet another microchipping event, this time, besides cats and dogs, bring your reptiles.  Adam and his team will put a chip on the shoulder of your reptile, so but it's really an important event because there are chipping thousands of animals and as Adam would say, it's your pet's ability to call home.  


And it's a great service, so keep that in mind.  8:00 to 4:00, all day.  This coming Saturday.  At animal services in Daytona Beach.  Also, we're really excited, this week, we have not one, but two ribbon cuttings for the trail system, this one here, Thursday, May 20th, is this closes the loop.  For the coast to coast trail.  In Osteen.  It will be the lodge trailhead, gap closure, which is basically a 3.6 mile segment that will complete the coast to coast trail.  So members of the Florida Department of Transportation will be meeting with us, Thursday morning to also cut that ribbon.  So we're very, very excited about it.  And it is a beautiful, absolutely beautiful trail.  


And again, another ribbon cutting, also on Saturday morning at 10:30 in Dellion springs, this is going to be the spring to spring trail, this is a 1.7 mile segment that was funded by sun trail and Volusia echo so another beautiful trail that will add to the nearly 60‑plus miles that we have here in Volusia County, of beautiful trail system, so in addition, there is one last chance to do the life guard try outs, this is going to be June 5th from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  And anybody who is interested can visit Volusia.org/beach.  And public meetings, just as a reminder, you can easily find the public meetings on line, Volusia.org on the county calendar.  And this number continues to go up, our social media Posts, we are still continuing those campaigns for our stepup Volusia, washup, back up, mask up, Vax up.  Say that fast.  220,000 people.  So that's a wonderful thing.  Again, just showing you where to get to the public meetings, we have a few more in mid May.  And that pretty much wraps up our events update.  Any questions?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I have a question, I don't know if you'll know the answer to it.  Is the age for life guards, what's the minimum age?  Is it still 16?  


>>SPEAKER: Minimum age is ‑‑ 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  This is the junior life guard guard.  The regular age is 16.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  And junior life guards?  Is 11?  


>>SPEAKER: I believe so, 11 years old.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I just bring that up, because I know it's a serious issue, now, for the beach patrol to get enough life guards.  It's a great summer job, it's rigorous, it's intense.  It is fun and yet it's very challenging.  And there's lives involved but we need young men and women to serve in.  Thank you, Kevin, if you want to keep the stand there.  If you're prepared for the next two, item 19 is the sponsorship request for the united way of Volusia‑Flagler counties. 


>>SPEAKER: Yes, yes, sir, it's a spontaneouser ship, as you said for the ‑‑ sponsorship as you said for the power of the purse event, held Friday, August 20th.  And they're asking for a sponsorship at the $1,000 level.  Funds raised from this event will be distributed through a multigrant process to local non‑profits, that serve the women and children in Volusia county. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second, Girtman. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Billie Wheeler, seconded by Barb Girtman, all in favor, say aye ‑‑ 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Mr. Chair?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Yes. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  He misspoke and said $1,000 level and I believe it is 1500. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  It is.  He's going to contribute the other 500.  

(Laughing)
>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  That's right, we'll be docketed for that pay. 


>>SPEAKER: Thank you for that correction, thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  That kind of morning.  

(Laughing)
it's okay.  You've been put on fast forward.  So the motion was for $1500.  Let the record show.  And a unanimous vote.  


Item 20.  Another sponsorship request for $1500.  From the boy scouts of America Central Florida for the golden eagle event. 


>>SPEAKER: Correct, we are asked to sponsor this event, we have sponsored in the past, and this is again as you mentiond is for the $1500 level, used to sponsor the boy scouts of America in Volusia. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Motion to approve by Girtman. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Seconded by Wheeler, all in favor say aye?  Any opposed?  Motion passes unanimously, 7‑0.  


Item 21.  Sponsorship request for the midtown community development corporation.  Kevin?  


>>SPEAKER: Yes, and that is for their third annual Malcolm X day, the first time to be asked for the sponsorship, but it will go towards books, detergent and bleach, that will also help with the community events.  So this is again, for $1500 ‑‑ this is $1,000.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Motion to approve, Girtman. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Girtman, seconded by Post, all in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  And that was for a $1,000.  


I think you're good, thank you, sir.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Mr. Chair?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Yes.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Ms. Pender is in the room and ( name? ) So if you wanted to go back and do the 13, 14, 15, we have the people here.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Why don't we do that without objection from the council.  Everybody is good. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Mr. Chair, I don't know if these people appointed are here, can we knock out the three appointments, possibly, and then we might even have time to jump in one more before 10:30?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Whatever the council's pleasure, we can go back to 13.  You're recommending that we stay on track with 22.  23.  And 24.  Pardon me?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Yeah. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Okay.  Item 22.  Is appointments to the animal control board.  


>>SPEAKER: I'm going to turn to it. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I make a motion to appoint Kim mullen.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Are we going individually?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Yes, why don't you ‑‑ can you call the roll?  Would you please call the roll?
>> Clerk:  Roll call.  Ms. Post. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I'm going to appoint Loraine Ortiz.
>> Clerk.  Mr. Robins?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Debbie Dorino.  

(Laughing)
>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Doesn't it always happen?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I was ready.
>> Clerk:  Ms. Wheeler?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Well.  Karen Clark.
>> Clerk:  Ms. Girtman?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  She took mine.  Ann Diamler.
>> Clerk.

>> Mr. Johnson?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Ken mullen.
>> Clerk:  Dr. Lowry?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Judith Gillette.
>> Clerk.  Mr. Brower. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Kathi Driggers.
>> Clerk:  Mr. Johnson, you get two appointments and chair Brower, you get two as well, so you get to pick one more individual.  So the remaining individuals are. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Jenni Keleti.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I don't believe there is anybody left is there?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  No. 

>> Clerk:  I don't show anyone. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  We'll have to recruit someone.  Counsel woman Girtman appointed mine, an excellent appointment.  

(Laughing)
so we'll hold that until the next meeting, we'll see if we can recruit another person.  So. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Just need a motion. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Move approval. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second Wheeler. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Post, second by Wheeler, all in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  Motion carries 7‑0.  


Okay.  And item 23.  Appointments to the cultural council.  And this is also a nine‑member board.  And so we'll have you call the roll, but Ben Johnson getting two appointments, Brower gets two appointments and I'm not sure we have that many people.  We do have nine.  We could just vote to ‑‑ let's call the role, please. 

>> Clerk:  Ms. Post?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I've got Andre Ladue.
>> Clerk:  Mr. Robins?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Nancy Maddox. 

>> Clerk:  Ms. Wheeler?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Lloyd bowers.
>> Clerk:  Ms. Girtman?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Tom Lapuka.
>> Clerk:  Mr. Johnson, you'll have an east side and a west side nomination. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  George Pathos and I don't believe anybody called Michael fincher, did they?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  No, but you're taking mine.  

(Laughing)
>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Sorry.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  All right.  All right.  Is this a district from your district?  So I don't have ‑‑ 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Let me look around. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  It is. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Okay.  I'll take a different one than that.  So he has one.  Did anybody take ( name? ) 

>> Clerk:  No, sir. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I'll take that one.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Thank you.
>> Clerk:  Dr. Lowry?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Michael fincher. 

>> Clerk:  Mr. Brower?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  ( Inaudible ) who is left?
>> Clerk:  Tom Roberts is on the west side, Barbara is on district 4 on the east side.  Those are the two individuals left.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I will do Tom Roberts on the west side and then I'm going to hold on the east side for more candidates until the next meeting.
>> Clerk:  We'll need a motion. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Is there a motion to accept?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second Girtman. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Lowry, seconded by Girtman, all in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  


And 24.  Item 24.  We need one citizen appointment to the value adjustment board for the 2021 property season.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Mr. Chair, I've like to appoint pat Patterson.  Pat Patterson.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I'll move approval.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Pat ‑‑ was there any other nominations?  Okay.  Pat Patterson has been nominated by Billie Wheeler, second by Lowry, all in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  Motion carries unanimously 7‑0.  


And it is still not 10:30.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  13.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  So now back to 13.  This is how sausage is made.  

(Laughing)
>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  And Mr. Chair, if we could just wrap up those three, if I might just say, to everyone here, since we have an abundance of public in the crowd, those are some of the boards that we have availability on, if you didn't hear, we have the animal control board, desperately needs at least two, if not three.  And we have many openings on all of our other advisory boards.  So if you're interested, you're obviously interested in participating in the community, which is fantastic, so if you are interested in getting involved in any number of our boards, and committees, please, please, go to our website.  And look at that.  And put in an application.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  And if everybody is prepared, we'll go back to 13.  And this is a renewal of property insurance of Brown and Brown of Florida, Inc.  


>>SPEAKER: I'm Dana Paige‑Pender and we have Charles Spencer ‑‑ and the broker of record.  We're here requesting renewal of the property insurance policies, with various insurance carrier, as outlined in the agenda item.  The policy coverages are the same as last year, in light of the numerous hurricanes in the gulf, we did see an increase of about 12% to our premiums.  At this time, we're here if you have any specific questions about this renewals.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Mr. Chair, move approval. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Renewal of the property insurance through Brown & Brown of Florida.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Wheeler, seconded by Lowry.  Any further discussion?  Might add this is the final year of a five‑year 311 contract and so with that, all in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  Motion carries 7‑0.  And someone said John is in the room now?  Yes.  Item 14.  


Budget resolution, Florida Department of Environmental protection grant agreement.  For the Gabordy canal at the stormwater treatment facility and project and budget resolution appropriating grant funds.  This is revenue.  This is not an expense.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  Ben Bartlett, road and bridge director.  If y'all will recall, a few months ago when we've came before you with a grant agreement for the water management district, the $1.9 million for the canal and I mentioned we were work on other ones, I'm pleased to bring forward this grant agreement with the DEP for the project for an additional $300,000 that will bring our total grant contribution to this project to just around $2.2 million.  So if you have any questions, I know we presented this project to y'all before.  I'll be happen approximate I ‑‑ happy to answer any questions on that. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Motion for approval.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Dr. Lowry.  Okay.  I didn't know if you wanted to speech.  ‑‑ speak.  Motion to approve.  ‑‑ motion to approve by Robins, seconded by Lowry, all in favor say aye. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Aye.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Any opposed?  Motion carries 7‑0.  


And you're remaining?  


>>SPEAKER: I am, I have the next one, too.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Item 15, contract with Carr and Collier.  


>>SPEAKER: So again, this is our project, we actually have gone out to bid and received bids back, we originally had an estimated cost of just over $3 million for construction for this project.  We're happy to report we got a low bidder at about $2.9 million, so it came in a little under our expectations.  And combined with the grant money that we just talked about, we have about $2.2 million in grant funding for this $2.9 million construction project, the remaining portion of about $740,000 will be coming out of this fund.  Requesting approval of the contract with Carr and Collier to proceed with construction. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Move approval. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve by Wheeler, seconded by Lowry.  All in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  Motion carries 7‑0.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Yes, sir.  And then we might as well knock out item 16.  Director Pozzo.  CAD and records management system.  Located in the sheriff's office.  Thank you.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, Mr. Chair, members of council, Joe Pozzo, public protection, this is the item to purchase the hardware infrastructure to operate the new computer‑aided dispatch center that council approved as an upgrade at the September 15th, 2020 council meeting.  Requested server information and configuration, high levels of redundancy for maximum performance and reliance.  Regional 911 dispatch center, of Volusia County's size and scope.  It includes items such as uninterrupted battery backup, servers and server componentses, operating systems for servers, storage area network connection to storage systems that houses the data for the CAD and the RMS.  And other end user products.  Staff is asking for approval of this item so that they can continue to move forward with the installation of the new CAD system.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Motion to approve.  Johnson. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second Girtman. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second Wheeler. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion to approve Johnson, seconded by Wheeler, is there any discussion?  Ben, you're on ‑‑ you had no discussion, just ‑‑ no discussion.  All in favor?  Of the motion?  Aye.  Any opposed?  Motion carries 7‑0.  Thank you.  10:31.  


So we are going back to number 3.  Seeing if the screen is matching the scribbles.  Item 3, human trafficking. 


>>SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Paolo Soria, good morning, members of council, the 2021‑16, human trafficking public awareness sign during the last council meeting on March ‑‑ May 18th, staff received direction from the council to bring back an ordinance to enforce the human trafficking public awareness sign.  What this does is it implements section 787‑29 of the Florida statutes, and it has mandated language both in English and in Spanish that provides contact information to the national human trafficking resource center.  And this applies particularly to strip clubs or other adult entertainment establishments and also applies to businesses or establishments that offers massage or body work services, for compensation that are not owned by a health practitioner.  This has county‑wide application and enforcement, so it is enforcement in the municipalities.  The board Board of County Commissioners or the council council is the entity chosen by statute to create this type of ordinance.  The penalty is a noncriminal violation of a fine not to exceed $500.  That is pursuant to statute, mandated, it does provide a 90‑day grace period for these entities to come into compliance, so that is the kind of summary of the ordinance, staff is recommending approval.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Heather Post?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  So we have Christy Gillis in the back, I think?  Back there?  Christy Gillis, are you in the room?  

(Laughing)
while she's coming up, this is something that I had brought forward before, we had much discussion on.  The ‑‑ as Paola said, this will allow us to get signage in the community in regards to human trafficking, previously we've had people come in before us, counselors from the schools talking about, you know, our middle schoolers being trafficked, we've got different trafficking initiatives going on during events and just lots of different human trafficking issues.  Revolving around ‑‑ well, not just revolving around events but just in our county, and so we've heard from those counselors and we've heard from the freedom 7 task force, we've heard from victims, you know, and council has had the opportunity to lend an ear there and we've talked a great deal about advocacy.  And this is hopefully a beginning and a push towards advocacy in our county, human trafficking has been happening for a very long time.  And we do have the freedom 7 task force, which I'm going to have Christy explain a little bit here in a minute.  Just so the public is aware.  But in our last meeting, on this, we discussed that during the super bowl, over when the super bowl was in Tampa, they did a huge advocacy campaign because the super bowl is actually one of the largest events where you have the greatest number of human trafficking cases.  And so, they did a huge, huge advocacy event over there, they did billboards, they did all kinds of stuff, and it was very effective.  So in looking at that, the state had put out this legislation along time ago ‑‑ a long time ago, but the legislation said that we're putting this here but it's only good if council commissioners or council councils pick up the legislation and say that, yeah, they want to, actually enforce it or do anything with it.  So you do have some counties that aren't ‑‑ you know, the legislation is there but it's flat.  So I'm very proud that our county has pushed moving forward on it and at least beginning in that advocacy in that vein and very proud to move for approval of this ordinance.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Second.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Motion for approval by Post, seconded by Lowry. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  And we do have Christy Gillis here, I'll let you speak, Christy, but she is the end all‑know all of many things, but I'd love to have you speak and provide some information for the public. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Christy, before you start, not to make you nervous but I need to make the announcement that items 12 ‑‑ 3‑12 are public hearings.  So if anybody wishes to speak on any of these, need to fill out the yellow form, give it to Carissa, raise your hand, and go ahead, Christy.  


>>SPEAKER: So thank you, councilwoman Post, so again, I'm Christy Gillis, I'm the community development administrator for the Florida Department of Children and families here in circuit 7.  Also the chair of the freedom 7 human trafficking task force.  We've been around since 2016, really as a grassroots effort, this is something that is happening in our community and we want to do something about it.  So I'm just going to again, share some data in regards to children that have been trafficked as the Department of Children and families is able to investigate human trafficking victims and again, these are our kids and our community that DCF has investigated.  So in Volusia County ‑‑ sorry, it just went away.  So in Volusia County, in 2018‑19, we had 58 reports.  For sex trafficking that went into the Department of Children and families ‑‑ 96 abuse hotline, 17 of those cases were verified, a 29% verification rate, so it means either it happened in our county, or this was a child that lives in our county.  In 2019‑20, in Volusia County, we had 72 cases that had been reported to the Department of Children and families, 20 of those cases were verified.  That's a 27.8% verification rate.  And then 2021 and through March of this year, we had 41 cases that were called in to the department to investigate for human trafficking and we had four of those that were verified so again, it is happening in our community.  The good thing about what's being proposed is it's already there in legislation, it's just enforcing what's already been written.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  One of the things that we had talked about many times, Christy, is, you know, a lot of people have the idea of human trafficking of being, you know, someone captures you as you exit target and they throw you in the van and never seen from again and you're human trafficked, do those cases occur, sure, but the majority are like she is talking about, the children, the majority of those are, you know, your child is going to school, your child is going and doing the normal things.  And they might meet up with someone on the Internet, so they're actually doing their normal routines but they're gone for, you know, periods of time and being trafficked, and then they go back home.  And then the next day, they go out and do the same stuff again, so it is ‑‑ it is important that we ‑‑ that we know that.  And that we keep an eye on that and if anyone has any ‑‑ any worries about that or any information about that, to please forward it and Christy, do you have the hotline number by chance?  


>>SPEAKER: I could get it. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Okay. 


>>SPEAKER: Sorry.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  All right.  


>>SPEAKER: But, you know, I also just want to reiterate, too, and especially in relation to children, when DCF had investigated the data last year, showed that 100% of the cases with the investigated children had ‑‑ there had been online, phone, we had ‑‑ we've had cases where a child has been propositioned on video games.  So just making sure that parents are aware and being diligent on who their children are contacting.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  And the other thing, too, it had been brought up before about the, you know ‑‑ someone had asked for the number of human trafficking cases within the last few years within Volusia County and there aren't that many, but the reason there aren't that many is because they ‑‑ the suspects are ‑‑ or the perpetrators typically are not charged with specifically human trafficking.  So it's not documented in to way.  They're typically charged with other crimes to try and be put away.  So because it's very hard to convict someone on human trafficking.  So they tend to charge them with other things, but that is the reason that a lot of that doesn't pop up and doesn't correlate.  So something to keep in mind. 


>>SPEAKER: So the number to the national human trafficking hotline is 888‑373‑7888.  And individuals ‑‑ I've saw ‑‑ I did a training a couple of years ago, Stetson university and once we did the education and training, there was a young man that was concerned about a friend and I sat with him while he called the national human trafficking hotline.  You know, we continue as a task force to go out and do education and awareness events, we've done it with the sheriff's department, with homeland security, and anyone that is asked us about doing education and training, we are happy to go out and do that, just so that individuals know the warning signs, and then are able to report it to both DCF as well as law enforcement, to do the investigating. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Thank you.  And if anyone is interested in finding out more information as well, the attorney general's website, Ashley Mooney's website has a human trafficking section, DCF has a human trafficking section on their website, and you can contact the freedom 7 task force, you can contact sheriff chipwood's office, there's a lot of avenues to get information, so thank you very much for all you're doing, Christy. 


>>SPEAKER: Thank you. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  We do have a motion on the table to approve ordinance 2021‑16, ordinance of the Volusia County council, amending the code of ordinance of the county of Volusia providing for human trafficking public awareness signs.  Michael Dyer?  


>>SPEAKER: I'm sorry, go ahead, Ms. Post. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I forgot one thing.  Very important, I will ‑‑ I'm already talking to some businesses about voluntary resolutions.  For those businesses to put those signs in their restrooms because that is understandably due to research, that is the areas it should go in, so if you know of any restaurants and any events, companies, anything like that that are in the community that will be willing to slap up an 8.5 by 11 sign in the bathrooms, contact me, contact Christy Gillis and we'll work on that.  But definitely looking to getment sol voluntary resolutions as well.  So thank you.  All right.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Since there's no one wanting to speak from the public, I'll close the public hearing on this item, Michael Dyer?  


>>SPEAKER: Yeah, just to Azure Stack Paola ‑‑ as Paola mentioned, it requires ‑‑ we'll be notifying our city partners city code part departments of the requirements so the way the ordinance reads, they can enforce this ordinance as well.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Okay.  And that brings us to item 4.  Council direction concerning whether to amend the code of ordinance to permit short‑term rentals and direction concerns the ad hoc short‑term rental ‑‑ 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Did we vote on that motion?  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  We did. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  We had a motion and a second.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I don't think we voted on it. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  We did not vote on it?  Okay.  We will vote on item number 3.  All in favor say aye.  Any opposed?  Motion carries unanimous 7‑0.  


That brings us to item 4 and I'll make one more announcement that we ‑‑ this is open to the public discussion.  We had a ‑‑ probably the perfect prayer for this this morning and the opening session, I'm looking forward to the time when I see green shirts and yellow shirts on opposite sides of the room, looking forward to the time when they're mixed.  


We do have ‑‑ we have a lot of people that want to speak, I presume, I don't have any cards yet, but one of the things that we have are ‑‑ she did put them here.  


Are some videos which began the last county council meeting and that brings up a special question about copyrights, so I'm going to let attorney Michael Dyer give the county's disclaimer.  


>>SPEAKER: Sure.  Thank Carissa Greene for helping set up a process for the first time, really, to accept these videos and one of the things that we talked about is we realized like any public comment, the videos are not a product of Volusia Government, we play these as we receive them, to the degree that any of the videos would have something proprietary or protected by copyright, that is the person responsible for submitting the vie owe.  If we reef a complaint, not saying we will, but to the degree we do receive a complaint, we would forward it to the person who submitted the video.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Dr. Lowry?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I wanted to make also a point, you know, we give the people three minutes, the people who do the videos, that would be their three minutes. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Correct. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I'm assuming and not be able to speak later, two bites at the apple, so to speak. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  That's correct.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Okay.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I'm going to hold the videos to the last, to make it a little easier on the staff here, to play them all at once.  If you want to present ‑‑ 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, Mr. Chair, members of the county, Russ brown, with me today is Mr. Clay Ervin, director of the resources, will be answering any questions as well.  So this morning, as directed at the last council meeting on May 4th, we're bringing back this item for discussion and direction from county council.  As to whether to amend your code of ordinances to allow short‑term rentals and residential zoning and also for based on that direction, the direction for short‑term rental committee, so with that, we'll go to the presentation.  Ashley?  All right.  So as I just mentioned, well, first here on March 3rd with this initial question.  At that time, as council is aware, directed the staff to watch the potential legislative session for the proposed legislation regarding vacation rentals, unfortunately, legislature took no action.  Again, this year.  So we were directed at the last meeting, as I mentioned, to come back with those two questions, so we're here today.  We've gone over this back in March, but if you have any questions, please stop me happy to answer any questions.  You know, as we have discussed before, we regulate our vacation or short‑term rentals through our definition of hotel‑motel, and hotels and motels are not permitted in residential zoning categories.  And we define that as essentially any tran transient lodging less than 30 day, it's prohibited in residential zoning categories, we've had this ordinance in effect since 2004.  Approximately.  As you can see here, how the use ‑‑ residential property, we allow ‑‑ we have specific classifications for residential commercial, office, public uses, agriculture.  And I just mentioned short‑term rentals are residential structures for periods under 30 days, as determined to be a hotel‑motel use and not allowed in the residential category.  These are the categories that we allow short‑term rental ‑‑ hotel, motel uses in, we them in airport properties, B6, B7, B8, Osteen mixed village, southwest activity commerce center, and your ‑‑ B7 already.  You can get them by special exception in the B4, this is where we allow hotel‑motel use, you can do a planned unit development and allow for hotel‑motel use, which we've had some condominium associations in the past, rezone using a planned unit development that allows hotel motel use, and condominiums.  Part of the agenda item you received if approved today, to change the ordinance, to allow the vacation rentals in residential zoning categories, we recommend changing the definition of hotel‑motel, we're at the end of it, we would add the sentence for purposes of this definition, the term hotel‑motel, does not include single family, modular, two family, townhome or multifamily for period of less than a month in residential zoning classification.  As we previously mentioned, we are grandfathered in because the ordinance was in effect prior to March 1st, 2011, if you make the recommendation today to change the ordinance, we can no longer regulate duration of frequency.  Just mentioned that about the grandfathering.  So these are the categories that would now allow hotel or motel use.  If you amend the code or recommend amending the code, to allow hotel‑motel use in the residential zoning categories, these are the cat gores that would be affected ‑‑ categories that would be affected.  However, just like we do now, we can continue to regulate the secondary effects, to we talked about before, light noise, parking, and solid waste.  Continue to regulate the secondary effects, if you choose today to allow short‑term rentals in residential zoning categories.  So today, we're before you, asking for council direction, as to whether you want staff to proceed with the drafted the ordinance to repeal the current short‑term rental restrictions and residential zonings.  As we talked about before, that's a process, so we would need to take it to PLDRC.  If you vote today.  There would have to be two readings so there would be a few more public meetings both in front of PLDRC for recommendation and two more in front of council before it would be actually codified and approved in our ordinances and then, after you answer that question today, we would also have the question as to how if you want to proceed with the ad hoc short‑term rental committee. That's the gist, that's the nuts and bolts, if you have any question, happy to answer them.  Sorry ‑‑ I went to the the last slide.  


That's all I have.  Unless you have any questions.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Billie Wheeler?  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Yeah, just a few little simple questions.  Is this ordinance new?  No.  


>>SPEAKER: The current ordinance. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Uh‑huh. 


>>SPEAKER: No, ma'am. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  It's been in existence since quite sometime. 


>>SPEAKER: Yes, since 2004. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Is this banning Airbnb or VRBO?  We're not against short‑term rentals, that's not what this is about.  As a whole.  Is this just for one area?  


>>SPEAKER: This is the unincorporated only.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Unincorporated only residential. 


>>SPEAKER: Yes, ma'am.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  And if we change anything with this, we lose our grandfathered and we would not be able to regulate the frequency. 


>>SPEAKER: Or duration.  Yes, ma'am. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Or duration, we would be able to possibly do the secondary effects until they change that in Tallahassee, which was up for a vote this year also, okay, I just wanted to make some notes that the public, with all of the vast amount of e‑mails we got, we are ‑‑ this is not about going into cities, and everything else.  This is strictly about Volusia County unincorporated area.  Thank you.  


>>SPEAKER: Yes, ma'am.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I don't see any other questions for you, we'll go to the ‑‑ let the public speak on this.  And I'm just going to call them in the order that they were received.  Pete Vega?  $$TRANSMIT . 


>>SPEAKER: Council, we're not asking you to choose sides today, we're asking you to solve a problem.  Any reasonable person with common sense would know that a private home is not a hotel, any reasonable person would know you cannot collect taxes from for decades from property owners and tell them what they're doing is illegal.  ‑‑ doing is illegal.  It's simple.  Today, vote that a private home is not a hotel, and then, two sides have an opportunity to come together and agree on common sense regulations.  


If you vote today to do nothing, the battle between neighbors in Bethune continues, the battle between homeowners, demanding property rights will continue.  Volusia will be required to explain why it defines a private home as a hotel, and for years, collected taxes on short‑term rentals.  I have recently heard excuses by some council, not to want to lose the grandfather status.  As an excuse to avoid solving this problem.  Either you do not understand what the grandfather status mean or you using this as an excuse to do nothing.  You currently have no control over the duration.  Accord to your vague hotel definition, it's 30 days, if you make a decision today, to change you still have no control over duration.  You only now gain control over adding common sense regulations to solve this problem.  So I ask:  Ms. Girtman, what are you going to tell small businesses in district 1 that rely on vacation rentals for their small businesses?  Ms. Post, are you still bothered by the fact that Volusia County is collecting and has been collecting transient rental houses for years and telling property owners their illegal.  Dr. Lowry?  Are you okay with losing millions of dollars of tax revenue and breaking your commitment that you made recently signing a proclamation inviting familiarly ‑‑ families.  It is admirable that you continue to listen to both sides while trying to solve this problem.  Ms. Wheeler, you live in a community allows vacation rentals, are you going to what's right for Volusia?  Are you going to do what the hotel lobby is directing you to do?  Mr. Robins?  You know what's best for Volusia.  You know inviting families here is going to help small businesses.  You know your words embrace recession‑proof income sources, this is Government's fault.  And you have an opportunity to fix it today.  Mr. Johnson.  You stay in Airbnbs.  Are you going to allow them to stay here in Volusia County?  Or are you going to vote the way your good buddy bill Redmond tells you to vote.  Council, we are here watching to see if you're going to solve this problem today or find an excuse to do nothing.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  George Stuart?  


>>SPEAKER: ( Inaudible ) hi, good morning.  Any name is James Stuart, I'm a property owner, I'm a resident, I'm a business owner, I'm a Veteran and I don't operate a short‑term rental.  So this has been quite the circus, like a cross between Barnum Bailey and Jerry springer.  Using your own presentation from March 2nd 2021, over a 14 year period, 168 months, using the number of 1700 rentals that are in unincorporated Volusia County, you end up with a 43% vacancy or occupancy rate and that's according to the state of Florida.  You enup with 266,815 occupied nights of Volusia County rentals and that's just in a year.  Okay?  So according to your own operation, 380 violations, 86 code violations a background in statistic, an extensive background, that works out to for every night, every vacation rental night, the incidence of having a complaint is.0002%.  This is not an issue.  The number of complaints you have, even if on a monthly basises it's less than 1 per month, it's less than a half a percent a month.  Of the total of the ten year period.  Which is 168 months.  And so, it's not an issue, but we're being told it is, so that's my first discussion.  


So it's not an issue.  


But we've also been told the home is a hotel and the analysises were made on some documents that it is.  But we should look at the precedence established in other counties, but precedence in this case is an analogy and it is an analogy because we have ‑‑ when you look at the intent the bed and breakfast exemption written into the code for R9W, deemed so important to the area that they specifically wrote an exemption for B and Bs.  For all of the economic reasons we just talked about.  So that was clearly why else would they put that there?  Okay?  


We've been told that some opinions aren't valid, owners may ‑‑ five classes of citizens in ‑‑ we're all citizens of Florida, there's property owners, residents, property owners who are residents and their opinion doesn't matter and also tourists, the Florida tourists that come here and we're clearly telling them with the anti‑rental signs that you're not welcome here.  We don't want your kind in Bethune beach, which is especially ironic considering the background of Bethune.  Certainly none of the women are wise.  None.  And I'd like to read an ‑‑ 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I'm sorry, we have two‑and‑a‑half hours of this. 


>>SPEAKER: I'd right to issue an apology to ‑‑ apology to the women on the board, your guidance is treasured.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Brock Neil?  Mr. Neil will be followed by Mary sink.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  County council, and county staff, I appreciate your time.  My name is Brock Neil, I'm a homeowner in district 2 and district 3.  I'm in favor of short‑term rentals and here's why.  This is good for thriving Volusia County into the future.  Voting yes today will allow this council the opportunity to have specific oversight over vacation rentals and dictate very specific regulations regarding such.  And regulating works as neighboring counties are already proved.  Responsible vacation rentals is good for the economic growth of Volusia County.  This is not just about a single area or neighborhood, this is a county‑wide issue, and it's a very large county, might I add.  This support long‑term economic growth for home owners and local businesses as well.  And supports the budget of Volusia County.  It also supports property rights.  Of all.  By voting yes, this allows homeowners the right to rent responsibly with regulation, and on the other hand, will also give those who don't rent regulation that supports their rights to live peaceful lives in the neighborhoods that they love.  This requires dialogue and compromises as good neighbors, which has not happened thus far.  This will hopefully heal communities that have been divided by a very hostile vocal minority.  Opposition to short‑term rentals simply are not appealing on the basis of facts or logic.  They are appealing on false statements and emotion.  The statistics do not show that party houses are a widespread problem as was just mentioned.  And in facts it's very rare, acknowledging there are instances, as home owners, we have a vested interest in our properties.  None of us wants parties destroying our property, and in fact, this would lead to immediate eviction of tenants as a breach of contract.  Short‑term rentals have been going on ‑‑ mostly to families that have amenities and a home that simply cannot be duplicated in a hotel.  Many in opposition have used vacation rentals and don't want to allow it, where's is logic in that.  Single family hopes are not a hotel‑motel, they are a single family home that resemble a bed and breakfast that is allowed by exemption in the current codes.  I urge the council to consider the facts, what is good for Volusia County as a whole and please vote yes.  Thank you, again for your time.  . 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Mary sink. 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, my name is Mary sink, I'm from Daytona Beach, district 2.  You know, there's rather comical outdated laws on our books today.  And these are in Florida.  These are real.  For example, if a woman falls a sleep under a hair drier, in a salon, she can be fined.  Did you know that?  

(Laughing)
you can sing in public but not if you're wearing a bathing suit.  

(Laughing)
and did you know that if you tie your elephant to a parking meter, the standard parking meter rates will apply.  

(Laughing)
I know it's crazy, okay?  We can assume that these laws made some sense at sometime in the past.  But obviously, they don't make sense anymore.  When automobiles began to out number horse drawn carriages, the livelihood of carriage makers was threatened.  The tranquility of horses clip‑clopping down the streets was replaced with the sound of car engines.  And people were worried about the new dangers that pedestrians would face.  How did we respond to these problems?  Well, we didn't ban automobiles.  We didn't restrict automobiles to only certain areas of the city.  We didn't say, automobiles could only be used if you drive them less than 30 miles.  No.  Instead, we figured out how to manage this newfangled way of getting around.  We required drivers to obtain a license and register their vehicle.  We required automobiles to meet safety standards.  We implemented speed limits and traffic lights to prevent unruly behavior, we generated tax income from vehicle purchases, gas consumption and toll roads.  And we punished the bad actors like drunk drivers, by revoking their license.  And what happened?  The world benefitted.  Local businesses sprang up to support this new industry.  Parking lots, car repair shops, car washes, taxi cabs and car dealerships.  Travelers began to prefer destinations with well‑maintained roads for their cars, automobiles didn't just help people get around, they helped cities and businesses thrive.  Times changed.  And so have the preferences of today's traveler.  Vacation rentals are a significant and growing part of the tourism industry on which Volusia County depends.  We are asking you, our county council, to show the bold leadership and forward‑thinking change that is required.  Chairman Brower, and council members, now is the time to update our laws so that they reflect the reality of the modern world.  Rather than preserve the outdated practices of the past.  If you don't act now, Volusia could become as obsolete as a horse drawn carriage.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  
>>SPEAKER: My name is Ron Perry, my wife and I are retired, we own a vacation house on the beach in unincorporated Volusia County on south Atlantic avenue in Bethune beach.  We pay over $21,000 in taxes, and $17,000 in insurance.  Each year.  We'll spend over $200,000 this summer to repair storm damage.  We purchased the home in 2018.  With the intention of renting when we are our family were not using the house.  Until January of 2020, we rented it on a short‑term rental basis, through Vrbo, and in order to offset the huge expense.  We did our due diligence before buying.  We checked with the county about renting.  The zoning ordinance clearly forbid hotels and motels, but makes no mention of banning rental of private residents.  We have religiously paid all tourist and other taxes on time.  In 2020, when the county reinterpreted the ordinance, we were stunned.  But we stopped renting.  In order to obey the law.  We would never have purchased the home if we had had any inkling that vacation rentals would one day be ban.  This has been a major financial challenge for us, as you might imagine.  We had no reason to believe that rentals would ever be disallowed, prior owners had recall renter.  The Realtor and the homeowner had showed spreadsheets for rentals for many years and guide us how to apply for the council and state license, pay taxes, and sell on Vrbo.  We went online ourselves, to see what other Bethune beach houses were renting for, so that we could set our own pricing, and we saw that hundreds of short‑term rentals were listed at that time.  Further more, we ourselves had been weekly renter on south Atlantic avenue, a few houses down from where we ultimately purchased since 2008, we rented through one of the local real estate offices.  We bought the house, thinking we had found the perfect way to fulfill a lifelong dream of affording a vacation house on the beach.  Our dream house has turned into a nightmare.  We feel as if Volusia County has pulled the rug out from under us, the county has collected our tough tourist taxes, all filed very clearly for less than 30 days a month.  Because we have never had a full month rented, four or five different rentals during that time.  The county was well aware of the rental plan, and participated in the revenue stream.  The county did not notify us, and at least 14 years, did not enforce any ban on short‑term rentals.  One of two things is true, either the county changed its interpretation of the law in 2020 in response to complaints ‑‑ thank you very much. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, sir.  Betty ray ( name? ) 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  I'm an owner of an Airbnb, I've done it for about three and a half years now, I live on five and a half acres in Volusia County, and I have had just the most wonderful experience with the people I have hosted.  I have made a major contribution, I feel, during COVID.  Because I hosted several medical people who needed the peace and quiet of my residence.  I believe that this is a very, very positive thing, it's a very accepted thing.  Excuse me.  Throughout Europe, and many other countries, I'm sure most of you have travelleded and experienced these things in many other countries, where this is not an issue.  I'm not real clear why this is an issue here.  As a senior citizen, this is how ‑‑ excuse me ‑‑ helped tremendously with my income, and I don't mind working at my age.  As a senior.  And I really think that I contribute a lot to the community by affording this opportunity.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Steve step?  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, my name is Steve step and I was born and raised in Orlando.  My wife and I definitely support the short‑term rentals, we've purchase our first one two years ago.  We pull all of our retirement money out and we purchased one for basically other people to pay for.  So that we can enjoy it once we hit retirement age.  You know, that was our ‑‑ that was our hope and dream, we came, we had three rentals down in Cocoa beach, down in Brevard, we wanted to move up here, more up scale, we always felt that way, it's kind of the Hamptons of Orlando, if you will.  


So we wanted to, you know, come up here, buy a couple of condos, redo them and make them, you know, make it to where people want to come here.  We did our due diligence, we hired a local Realtor, we told them what we were looking for, we were looking for weekly rental condos, nothing else.  We have owned ‑‑ we've had monthly condos that we've rented and up here, I don't feel that monthly rentals will work out, you'll get rentals January through February, March, April and that's about it.  I'm not sure if anybody on the board here has been able to take 30 days off to visit someplace and rent a place for 30 days.  Most people that do that are retired age, it's not something that families do.  Families get a week off, you bring the family down, go to the beach.  That's what we wanted to focus on.  


We purchased our first condo, we totally gutted it and remodelled it, put it on the rental market, two months later, hit with COVID shut it down.  Continued making payments on it, we're not rich.  Not at all.  We have mortgages on every piece of property that we have, we're just trying to get by.  My wife and I both have two full time jobs.  And we also manage our properties, we do them ourselves. Kids in high school, college, stuff like that.  We just recently ‑‑ tend of March, purchased the second condo.  Two weeks later, we found out that this was going on.  And had we known that, nobody told us about that, not the condo association, the Realtor, nobody had told us this.  If we had known that, we never would have purchased here, if we had known this was going to go on now, wherever you would have purchased here, we would have stayed in Brevard, there's other counties that are really, really ‑‑ they like the money, they like the tax money and they'll we come us back with open arms but we love New Smyrna Beach, we love Volusia County, I grew up here, I came here as a kid, pick up KFC on the beach, go to the beach and that's what you do.  Seems like Volusia County is pushing the renters away, pushing tourists away.  And that's a shame.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Annette massing.  Following by Sheryl west.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you for letting me speak.  My name is Annette Massey and I'm a short‑term host.  My guests are mainly family, couple, students, nurses.  And business travelers.  Sometimes I host those in need.  Whether it's a flood or hurricane victims, and other places, I rent to them for free.  Most platforms support and house first responders.  Which I'm very proud of.  I help to contribute to the tourist‑based economy by giving guests an affordable place to stay.  My neighbors and I talk to each other about any issues in the neighborhood.  And if there's an actual problem we talk about that, too, the only problem I've ever had after thousands of guests is we had some kids playing cards, kind of loud.  My neighbor called me.  Shut it down.  No problem.  We talked to each other.  


 Short‑term rentals are not hotels, we are residents, families, retirees, single mothers, Veterans, single fathers, and yes, investors in our community.  And we vote.  We have always had short‑term rentals, and tourism has evolved.  But the ability to advertise a rental home has changed and so I think it's time we do, too.  We're not against regulations.  In fact, we welcome fair and balanced regulation for a reasonable rental period.  The average family of four cannot take a 30‑day vacation and when they do choose to take a vacation, they choose a condo or a home to rent.  All of the issues brought up by the opposition of short‑term rentals can be solved by local ordinances and laws.  If we just enforce them, it will be fine.  Most short‑term rentals are self‑policing.  Via the rental platforms, exterior cameras, and noise monitoring devices, which I use.  I submit to you that we're not hotels, and we are the home sharing community, the ambassadors to visitors who choose to come to your beautiful area, we are the future of tourism, which is what our economy is based on.  I wish we had the opportunity to sit down with those who oppose our existence because I know we could have addressed many of the concerns doing that.  What troubles me are the false allegations of what we are and how we are as neighbors.  We are good neighbors.  We improve our neighborhoods by upgrading, beautifying the blighted areas and by actively supporting our local small businesses, state park, real estate, and the residentses.  Please hear us, and support the sharing economy.  Thank you.  $$TRANSMIT . 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I'm sorry, Linda ( name? ) I'm sorry, Sheryl west.  And then Linda.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  As my grandchild says, I'm back!
(laughing)
I talked a couple of months ago, I was lady who invites you all to come over for pizza.  I didn't see any of you.  


We have different situations.  We live in Ormond beach, and the houses that are being rented by us are bigger houses.  Which encourage a lot of people to come.  Which also brings a lot of problems.  We've had problems with noise, parties, some running around the neighborhood yelling and screaming.  Not like some of these people have reported.  


I'm actually here because I have a friend who is disabled.  He wanted to come and he wrote a statement and I said, I'll come and read it for him.  He is a marine.  He has two purple hearts.  And he lives in Ormond beach, and next to him are several houses that have been rented and have been problematic.  


He wrote, I'm a marine Veteran from the Vietnam war era.  I fought in the jungles of Vietnam in 1968.  Not since then have I felt more afraid and defenseless than I do now.  The idea of people coming and going on a daily and weekly basis terrifies me and my neighborhood.  The people have no sense of law.  Noise bans or speed limits on our residential streets.  They get drunk and are loud and leave a lot of garbage to be picked up on the street and in the yards.  They park in the streets on a two‑lane residential street and block the lanes.  Residential areas should be kept residential for families to raise their kids and to instill good citizenship without the worries of thugs, rapists and thieves in the area changing daily and weekly basis.  I believe in the right of private domain.  People who live here full time are the ones who pay the majority of the taxes.  We are the ones who frequent the stores, the businesses, and the restaurants on a yearly basis.  We as residents of this county have to live together on a yearly basis so let's protect our property from others who don't care for the rights and keep those who don't want out of our neighborhood.  Now, I heard the Ahhs but I know by us, there is was a gentlemen who was a felon who got in are and rented, coming up for trial, and it made the whole neighborhood feel very unsafe.  This happens and I understand there's two sides to the issues.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

But please keep our neighborhoods safe, thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, Linda?  Linda Patel?  Am I saying your name right?  


>>SPEAKER: The nice way, but actually it's Linda beetle, that's how we pronounce it. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  I like the Beatles. 


>>SPEAKER: Me, too, I want to thank you, chair and vice‑chair, I believe communicating and sending e‑mails, I'm the other half of the Sheryl west, we live in Ormond by the sea and my heart goes out to the folks that have the short‑term rentals and, you know, I want them to know, I don't hate them.  I respect them.  I know it's other a business for them.  But I'm here today because I've live here for 21 years and I love Ormond by the sea.  I love my community.  And my fear is that if you change the current ordinance, from the minimum of 30 days, we're going to be opening this up and rewarding these folks and there is going to be more of these homes coming and then what are we going to do?  Because there's no way you can police this properly and I understand there's plenty of folks that come and they do it well.  They have no issues.  But what about the ones that don't?  And, you know, you talk about property rights.  What about those of us that are home owners that have lived here in these communities?  We're in a residential community.  When you start having all of these pop up, it's no longer a residential community.  It's a commercial zone.  That's not what we signed up for.  So I don't believe this is something that should be changed now.  I applaud you for wanting to monitor it, but these folks already have a 30‑day minimum, they can do that and the real estate market has ‑‑ is booming, if they're unhappy, they cannot make a living with it, they can sell them now for a profit.  And wouldn't it be great if we could bring in people that want to raise their families here?  And bring in businesses.  We can do this.  And the tax, I personally would be willing to pay more tax and know that we were in a community where we were viable and not just, you know, trying to sell out and be like, the west coast of Florida.  This is a serious situation.  And, you know, I don't envy any of you sitting up here.  In the position that you're in.  Because I understand and I know that I'm talk about the revenue that you've already collected.  But we have to think about this because there's so much happening across the country with COVID and people moving in here.  You know, we're the background checks, who's coming, I mean, kids ‑‑ you know, in these neighborhoods, getting on buses, getting off, the parents think that they're in a situation where they know their neighbors.  But now all of a sudden, if we open this up and you change it, who's to say how many of these are going to be here, and the rest of us, what are we supposed to do?  So please, do not change this now.  Put it on pause.  You have ‑‑ you say you want to go ahead and regulate, regulate it, start getting, you know, the back collection of what is due and work with this and then if you feel that way, let us have a vote for the people that live in these communities.  Thank you so much.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Brandon Russell?  Brandon will be followed by Kim ( name? ) I'll attempt the last name when Brandon is done. 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  I apologize now, I'm more terrified of public speaking than I am of upsetting my wife. 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Me, too. 


>>SPEAKER: Brandon Russell, I live in Ms. Wheeler's zone.  I support vacation rental expansion, updating the current zoning.  I worked as a career firefighter paramedic for the City of Alexandria, Virginia from January of 2000 until being medically retired in November of 2008 as a lieutenant.  Yes, on 9/11, I spent three days at the pentagon.  And once finishished my tour and spending one night with my family at home, returned to my hometown of New York more exactly, Manhattan for ten days to assist.  


In New York City.  I was diagnosed in 2010 with early on set parkenens disease, were it not for the assistance of NIH and their ongoing assistance, I would not be able to physically stand here at this moment.  I try to work daily, I have to, a accept that I'm never going to be on a fire engine, meldic or working as a paramedic in an emergency roomer again.  There's other careers I have had to accept that the I cannot perform or live up to.  Excuse me.  What I came to realize is that my mission in life was always to help people, since I was a kid, that's all I wanted to do, especially my family.  At this point, and with my issues, that's something that I'm unable to do to the point of where I feel comfortable.  Airbnb, Vrbo, these short‑term rentals is one way that I can help provide for my family.  I don't personally see how renting outa room in my home is bad for my community, I love my community, I support it.  All I'm asking for is that you please give us the opportunity in Volusia County to let the growth and thrive like so many other Airbnb friendly communities have been able to do.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Okay.  Kim ‑‑ is it ‑‑ Gwen?  Pardon meme?  ( Name? ) 


>>SPEAKER: Thank you.  So my name is Kimberly ‑‑ and I live at 2800 south peninsula drive in unincorporated Daytona Beach.  And I'm speaking today in favor of altering the outdated zoning of short‑term rentals in hopes that Volusia County can make the much‑needed changing to move forward into the modern era.  Zoning laws from 20 years ago are outdated, and were made under a very different set of circumstances.  I support increasing the allowability for the following reasons.  I live here, and I like meeting the people that stay in the Airbnbs around us, I have had great experiences and have invited them over for cocktails and share stories of where they are from and learn about their world.  Since COVID I'm not comfortable staying in hotels, I stay in Airbnbs when I travel and I think it would be sad for Volusia County to lose visitors because we're forcing them to stay in hotels.  Someone staying 30 days is no more of a no neighbor than someone staying 14 days, it's an arbitrary number, I have lived here for over 20 year, some neighbors I know and some I have never met, so a 30 day requirement seems extremely unreasonable, and is ages against young people that cannot take three months off in the winter months to travel.  The back and forth in this council has made me lose faith in the local government.  Mr. Johnson asked that we no longer speak on this topic, yet the people that are wearing the green shirts have been speaking for months and why should my voice not be heard?  I cannot attend every meeting, like they do, so this is my opportunity.  


Mr. Johnson, it appears you only want to represent a small sector of Volusia, you actually represent Volusia in its entirety, so it's quite frustrating for you to try to silence us.  Volusia County sends a letter to each new short‑term rental in the county and there is a way for you to track the ownership of these homes and since you have eagerly been collecting tacks I see a major lawsuit ‑‑ and I as a taxpayer and someone that is not renting my home should not be burdened by those costs.  Cities are thriving and with strong regulations, they're getting ready or the problem children so we can enjoy our homes, however we choose to do so, so long as it's for a residential purpose.  Using a home to sleep, cook and spend time their family is a residential purpose, neighbors have many hotelsings all of the homes are beautifully kept, and we have not had any issues like the ones you mentioned.  My two children who grew up here, have ‑‑ because of the lack of jobs, they have left the state and moved to other states, we'll continue to the lose our youth because of the lack of jobs and here Airbnb gives opportunities to rent out rooms.  They may not seem like a big deal to you, but it makes it possible for many young people to own their first home.  I ask that you please reconsider the best for the entire county ‑‑ 

[ BELL RINGING ]

Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Karen Baker?  Followed by Krista Goodrich.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  Mr. Chair, council members.  My name is Karen Baker, and I'm a full time resident of 17 years and Heather Post's district, I'm a Realtor and a owner of a property management company.  In this capacity, it is my response to believe protect and advocate for the rights of home owners.  Our Realtor association share the community's concerns that vacation rentals should not infringe upon the quality of life or create disturbances in our neighborhoods, we also believe that no regulations should mitigate a homeowner's right to rent their home.  Supporting property rights should be a fundamental tenant of this council.  Vacation rentals are a vital part of our economy, and not only on the state level, but here in Volusia County.  A 2018 study performed by the University of Central Florida shows that in Volusia County, alone, vacation rentals have a direct economic impact of 338 million.  I have listened to those that have spoken out against this.  And I have heard some overblown fabrications.  Some ridiculous exaggerations.  Along with some out right lies.  I have friends and family that both own and utilize vacation rentals, and I have seen vacation rentals improve neighborhoods, and increase property values.  


If a vacation rental is not kept in pristine condition, it will suffer from poor reviews and will not remain a vacation rental for long.  As the owner of a property management company, I can tell you without hesitation that it is next to impossible to get rid of a long‑term tenant that is disrespectful in the neighborhood, and loud, doesn't keep the exterior of their rental clean or landscaped, lets their pets run wild, parks cars on the lawn, etcetera we all have experienced a renter like that.  These renterses have leases that must be honored and can take months if at all to correct any issues, or have these tenants evicted.  You can have a felon living next door to you, in a long‑term rental.  Vacation renters do not enjoy this protection, they have a contract versuses a lease.  We should consider tourism.  Many people who visit here do not want to stay in the hotel.  Larger family gatherings, people with pets, families will special needs or those like myself with several children, benefit from being able to stay in a home.  I would ask that the county look at the code that recognizes short‑term rental and vacation rentals as hotel‑motel and know they are not the same thing.  Please do the best for your constituents and vote yes for vacation rentals.  Thank you.  We can all be good neighbors.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, Krista Goodrich, followed by Melissa lamers.  ( Name? ) 


>>SPEAKER: Hi, I'm Krista good rich and I live in unincorporated Volusia County, I was nominate on the short‑term rental council that immediately disbanded, I was so excited to get to sit down and talk to the people on both sides and find a common ground and a way to work together.  Two weeks ago my phone started to blow up, some of the green shirts decided to speak about me and against me without ever speaking to me.  People that claim they want to know their neighbor they never reached out to me, they attempted to shame me for being successful.  The only thing they actually know about me is that I support short‑term rentals.  I cannot imagine having someone like that as my neighbor.  Ms. Rowan, to shame anyone for having success, is simply a slap to our gender's face.  For example, you miss that every vacation rental home that I own is zoned appropriately in current market.  My homes are licensed and I overpaid my taxes by $9,000 last year.  You tried to make me out to be a greedy invest, to but the people I enjoy might share with you how generous I am.  How much time I spend for volunteering for non‑profits.  You missed bringing up that I have adopted and fostered special needs children since I was 26 years old.  All of my dogs and horses are rescued and I'm a friend, neighbor, resident, mom, and wife.  And instead, you dry tried to publicly shame me.  I wrote a book to help other people become successful and learn to grow.  I brought one for you.  You Internet stalked me when you could have picked up the phone and had a conversation; I'm easy going.  I've watched some of you get up here and quote scripture, which which is super weird since Jesus was born in someone else's manger, an a modern day Airbnb, my God would be proud that I'm welcoming people and sharing my home.  Thank you for letting me defend myself against these unneighboring attacks.  The green shirts make out to be criminals, we are not unrealistic to want to share our homes.  The world has changed much since 2004, the issue has been beaten to death.  Not a lack of enforcement because it's a modern way of life.  A way to get people to spend time together and not just looking at their phones, it's way a way to share our community with the world.  We are a coastal community, please stop kicking the football again, it will come back again, and again.  There are needed changes so stop hiding behind the grandfather laws, others have had the same issue and figured it out.  Code and zoning laws are changed frequently around the world.  You guys can do this in way that is fair for all.  Many cities have lost their grandfather status in order to move their community forward.  Don't vote against us because you don't like Jeff Brower, there are rapists that live in full time, that's a terrible argument, by the way.  And homeowners that buy houses do not have to have background checks, please, change the ordinance.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, Melissa lamers, followed by Kelly Russell.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, council members.  Chair Brower, manager Recktenwald.  I live in Ormond by the sea.  We find ourselves in an unfortunate situation regarding short‑term rentals in unincorporated Volusia County, the state of Florida says we can keep our grandfathered code, regulating the frequency of short‑term rentals in residential neighborhoods, in place since 2004, or we can give up all regulatory authority and feed it to the state, I'm against the state making more decisions that impact the quality of life locally, and I hope that you would be, too.  But regardless of jurisdiction, how often and for how long a single family home is rented out, is a huge quality of life issue.  My family first bought my house in Ormond by the sea in the small subdivision in 1965, so you see a lot of changes.  But what hasn't changed is our neighborhood feel, even with more snow bird home owners, we know when another another by sight and by name.  We know who is helpful and we know who needs our help.  And when problems crop up, we know who's causing them, that's lost when there's an ever changing cast of characters on our streets, it evades the feeling of safety and belonging, the most fundamental aspects of what we call home.  ( Inaudible ) ‑‑ a few property owners are unhappy of being made no comply with that law and want minimum of 30 days, you're being asked to take away what the majority of ours who live and work, volunteer, and worship, and vote in Volusia County cherish most.  Our sense of safety and community.  Our quality of life, and that just doesn't seem right.  I hope you stand up for us.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Kelly Russell?  Followed by Eric ULic. 


>>SPEAKER: I picked quite the day to teach my son about local community issues.  So I just wanted to make a very simple statement just about someone who is looking to possibly do a short‑term rental but also someone who goes to other communities and uses them.  So, you know, there's business owners here, there's retired people here, I'm ‑‑ I think in the middle with a son, I have a 13‑year‑old daughter, so the short‑term rentals are something that I actively seek out.  Can my name is Kelly and I have lived in Deland for 15 years, I'm a mother of two and live a few blocks from the building.  I have seen a deep sense of local to be a driving force of what made Deland into this best downtown in the nation, and also, put us on southern living's best small southern towns in the U.S.  


Because of those accolades, there is more desire than ever to come visit our town.  I myself enjoy going to visit other places and seek out accommodations that give me the best sense of that area.  I want the money I spend in those areas to directly impact the people living in it.  I would expect people visiting Deland to want the same here.  Short‑term rentals offer visitors a more intimate and truly local experience.  Homes, not hotel rooms.  Places that provide the yard you need for kid or pets you travel with, and a home within walking distance to the family you're visiting, a place that isn't also hosting a hundred other people at once like a hotel, because you are someone or someone you're traveling with has health issues and just want to be in a space that is your own, these are actual homes of Deland, not just another hotel that bases their headquarters in another state or even city.  The people directly benefitting from these short‑term rentals are our neighbors, friends and acquaintances, and each one being somewhat different but all being directly tied to the localness of Deland.  There are already pleasant the of times where people stay in local homes that are not their own, people the neighbors do not know or have ever seen, they do not have control over this.  It's when friend or family visit from out of town, yourself yourself leave for vacation and ask someone to house sit for a week or more, maybe that time an old school friend goes through a hard time and needs a place to stay.  These are no familiar faces to the neighbors to block.  They are people who come and stay for a limited time and then leave.  It is opening up your home to someone you feel is able a to be respectful and mindful of your personal property and community.  No one wants to have someone stay at their home or property to simply be a destructive presence in their home or community.  That is why the homeowners get to individually choose who to rent to, short‑term rentals have to be reviewed and accepted by the homeowners themselves.  Maybe this should be a wakeup call to people around Deland to take time to form relationships with the other home owners around them, to develop a sense of neighborly involvement instead of hanging on to an outdated ban because they are fearful of what their Ole Fellow homeowners do with their own property.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Eric ( name? ) Did I kill your name?  


>>SPEAKER: Perfect.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Followed by Rob Burton.  


>>SPEAKER: All right.  I am pro‑STR.  As a resident of this county, since 1975, I hope you in good faith do not vote to keep short‑term rentals shut down in the entire county of Volusia.  For a few residents that are making illegitimate complaints, as a community, we will lose million of tourism revenue to neighboring counties annually, and we are in a failing national economy, and a forever crumbling local economy.  I have firsthand knowledge that elite hospitality, LLC, one of the local larger hospitality companies in the state cannot hire enough people to clean hotel rooms, Soho tells in this county ‑‑ the hotel rooms that they're renting out are filthy, we need STRs, the county does not have the resource or vehicle to fully enforce this ordinance across the board, tens of thousands of renters continue to rent while a very small handful of renters are being singled out and are being harassed by small maineded neighbors.  ‑‑ trying to restrict my personal rights, shut down for running a business out of my home, I would be willing to bet that you conduct some kind of county business out of their home daily, both preand post COVID.  Let your voters know where you stand in this issue.  And let your votes support the property rights and freedoms of each individual property owner in the county.  Nobody takes 30 day vacations.  I rent to families and do not host parties or evens.  If the county and residents want 30‑day plus rentals, I will give you exactly that, change my rental model to a 30 day party block filled with frat house kills, wet bars, porta‑potties and skateboard halfpipes in the yards and provide laser tag kits to the kids.  It will be a constant drunken party, thank you.  And I'm pointing at you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Rob Byrd followed by Rachael Hutcherson. 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  My name is Rob Byrd and I've lived in Ormond by the sea since 1998, I first moveded to Ormond beach with my family in 1963.  It's unfortunate that the state of Florida gave us an all or nothing choice with short‑term rentals, keep the present code unchanged ‑‑ or forfeit all authority to the state, that is where we are.  Those two parameters, frequency and duration of stay, are in my view, the critical ones differentiating traditional residential neighborhoods from areas for commercial hotel‑motel activities, I'm the board of the three street neighborhood association, and in my experience, it doesn't take too many vacation rent rentalsen a street to start to undermine the predictability and security and personal familiarity with families who reside there have with each other.  Particularly if they have children or are retirees.  You might have a bad neighbor or two in a traditional neighborhood, but at least you know who they are.  Not so if your neighbors change every week or week, please keep our residential neighborhood zonings residential and neighborly.  And please keep our current code.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Rachael Hutcherson followed by Maureen France?  


>>SPEAKER: Hello.  I've spoken here and written to each of you several times, so as a quick reminder, my name is Rachael Hutchersons I was born and raised in district 4 in Volusia County.  If there's anything that this past season of life has taught us, the world continues to change.  The overwhelming demand for vacation rentals, they are not going away.  In our global society.  If other towns, cities, counties, states, and countries, around our world, have found successful means of implementation, so can we.  It's crucial that Volusia County pivots their approach and adapts to reality.  So our residents, small businesses, economy, visitors can benefit from such changes.  We all know the saying.  Bad news travels fast.  We've heard the horror story from the opposition.  Well, I'm here to tell everyone that I have firsthand experience living full time next to a vacation rental with three kids.  Guess how many problems we experienced?  None.  Not one.  The home is impeckly maintained with lush and detailed landscaping, painting and decor, my husband went and talked to them about their yard, because it was so beautiful.  Compared to every other house on our street.  And they said, oh, we're short‑term rentaling it, that's how we found out they were doing it, their house was that beautiful.  The guests were polite, respectful and several expressed interest in wanting to move to our beautiful area of Orlando by the sea following their visit.  Problems relating to vacation rentals are the exception.  Not the rule.  One more thing that I want to note is those here in support of a yes vote are more than the majority of retirees that are the primary proposers.  Volusia County is more than we decided to retire after working elsewhere.  Our livelihoods except on the success of our communities.  We are small businesses owner, entrepreneurs, parents, generational residents, and employees, and employers, and me, a formal Volusia County public schoolteacher.  This is where we work, it's where we invest and reinvest.  And it's also where live and has been my home since being born here at Halifax hospital in Daytona Beach.  Speaking of Daytona Beach.  If Volusia County is going to have what is commonly referred to as the world's most famous beach, let's make it accessible.  I fully and wholeheartedly not only accept but welcome the implementation of well regulated vacation rentals in Volusia County.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak to each of you again and please vote yes.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, Maureen France?  Followed by John Nicholson.  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning.  Is it morning still?  

(Laughing)
barely.  I'm Maureen France.  I live in Holley hill.  I am a vacation rental owner.  I'm a Realtor, I have sold numerous homes to investors who want to come here just like many have spoken before me, to have a second home, have a retirement home of eventually, and they would like someone else to help pay for it.  My neighbors don't know I have one there because it is well‑managed, it's at my home.  I will say that my neighborhood in Holley hill and I know this is just affects unincorporated Volusia, but it's an experience that I can share that our neighborhood in Holley hill on the river, has dramatically improved.  Because of the vacation rentals, there's a program called air DNA and you can find out where all of these vacation rentals are and I was shocked to see how many are in my neighborhood.  And being purchased and improved.  The new properties that have been purchased are incredibly improved.  Compared to the excessive blight that we had around our neighborhood.  So I'm a huge proponent of it in that respect.  I've always been a let's clean up the blight, I'm a physician recruiter, I'm a Realtor.  I'm in the car, showing people Volusia County.  All the time.  I have to take a route to do it.  Because there's so much blight to avoid.  So this is definitely made a huge positive impact personally, I've seen, in my neighborhood.  We've all talked about how tourism is important.  And also mentioned in this pandemic, there's a lot of people that want to travel with family members.  And have a private place.  They want to bring a dog.  I have personally hosted many nurses, EMTs, during the COVID, I had a former Volusia resident that moved to Mexico that didn't want to the be there, during the pandemic and came and stayed with us.  I totally agree that 30 days is totally unrealestic.  No family I know can take a 30‑day vacation.  Most people that could do something like that would be retired.  I would like to think that we can create a win‑win situation.  I don't think there should be winners and losers, I like Ms. Beatle, I don't hate the people that disagree with us.  I do think that there should be proper regulations and the only way to do that is to change our ordinance.  Let's get some regulations and let's punish the bad actors, there are plenty of responsible people doing this.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

I think that's all I have to say.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  John Nicholson followed by William Thompson?  


>>SPEAKER: John Nicholson, Daytona Beach beach side, you all know where I live, I have about 4,000 hotel rooms and short‑term rentals within a half mile of my house.  Okay?  My block, I have three short‑term rental homes.  And again, it's catch 22.  There are some good and some bad.  You can't control the hotels.  And you know there's tons of bad people staying at the ho hotels, bike week, race week, VCR, couldn't get rid of it.  Basically, if you ‑‑ I'm told, some guy told me you don't have any idea what grandfather ‑‑ to grandfathered in means, you absolutely do.  All right.  That's the problem.  If you change this, you're not on changing it for Bethune beach, and for Ormond by the sea, you change it for every single home in the county.  And there's only a few people who oppose this.  Well, there's four or 500,000 people in the county.  You don't know how many people oppose it.  There's only a certain number of people that own short‑term rentals.  They are very lucrative.  Yes, they can rent it 12 times a year, and only make 20 or 30,000, but that's profit to me.  All right?  If they want to sell their homes, they make 100 or $200,000 after owning it a year or two, that's a profit.  So both sides are going to lose.  No matter what.  So your choice is, do you destroy the county?  In terms of single family neighborhoods?  Do you give up your right to regulate the county to Tallahassee?  Which is what the grandfather clause actually is.  So to me, I don't have a problem with it.  I have all of these short‑term rentals ‑‑ I have a problem with people that live in my neighborhood.  Okay?  So the short‑term rental actually would fix up the area in which I live.  The Main Street area is terrible.  We've had friends that are pushing it for years to improve the neighborhood because it does.  Because they invest money into the home and that those that live there can't afford it.  And we have Realtors, sorry, you guys, are horrible, horrible people.  All right?  

(Laughing)
they are as bad as used car dealers.  You end up with these people, because their entire aim is to make a profit.  And short‑term rentals are extremely profitable.  And you get these people that want money.  And they can come in and sell a house in a heart beat.  Because this is an area you're only a half a block from the beach.  Tell me you could either rent in the middle of Holley hill or Deland and go to the beach, or you can live in Daytona Beach, and walk to the beach.  It's a very lucrative.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

If I were them, ill want short‑term rentals, too.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, John.  William Thompson. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  We get him every week.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Twice.  William Thompson followed by Howard Hittsal. 


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, my name is bill Thompson and I live in district 3.  You are all familiar with the facts and figures around short‑term rentals.  How the state, the county and the community all benefit through job growth, tax revenues, and support of small businesses.  In the tourism food service and other industries, because of short‑term rentals.  I would like to speak to you about another aspect of short‑term rentals.  One which cannot be quantified with numbers and figures.  When we purchased our home in Bethune beach, we quite frankly got a good deal and there was a reason for that.  The house was in very rough shape.  It had not been cared for or taken care of for many years and the previous owner, a woman from the northeast, had her son and grandson living there.  Unfortunately, these individuals were involved in drugs and allowed the house to fall into disrepair.  Also did things like shooting holes in the neighbor's windows, with a BB gun.  Now, we purchased the home and immediately, spent a large sum of money fixing it up and remodeling.  Thus supporting the local economy.  Our purpose was to make it a nice home, one which could be shared with others as a retreat, a vacation home, and a place to build lifelong memories.  These are the things that cannot be quantified with numbers.  The difference that we make in other people's lives, are our home is not just for fun vacations.  It is more than that.  One family came to our home to celebrate the 90th birthday of their grandmother.  Another time, two fathers and their sons, came to spend time bonding and building father‑son relationships.  And then there was one family that came for a time of healing after their teenage daughter was killed by a drunk driver.  These are the stories of the people who have come to our home.  And the stories of those who leave Volusia County feeling that their lives were somehow touched and made just a little brighter by their time here.  And many vow to return and they do.  Sometimes to make a difference in this world, we need to open up our lives to others and not close it down.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Howard?  Followed by Sara Crawford.  


>>SPEAKER: Hello, council members.  My name is Howard hitsal and I've owned a home in Volusia County for 20 years.  ‑‑ periods of no less than one week, I have rented my condominium in that fashion for the entire time I've owned it and never experienced a problem with the unruly or problematic renter.  My wife and I purchased our condominium with the intent of using it as a vacation home and renting it to cover the costs of assessments.  During the summer, the demand is always been for weekly rentals.  And our renters are families who enjoy coming to New Smyrna Beach and coming to the condominium for year, they contribute significantly to the local economy.  I am retire, and without the ability to accept weekly rentals, I like others will be forced to sell my home.  The current ordinance is out of step with what is happening in other Florida countieses and if it remains in place, will smith significantly harm tourism in Volusia County.  I understand concerns of many residents of residential neighborhoods who are asking for reasonable regulations to protect their communities.  St. Johns county approved a plan that protects communities and respects the rights of property owner to protect their homes.  Registration of properties, the occupancy of rental dwellings, and the adequacy of parking and garbage disposal.  It does not restrict the duration of rentals and respects residents' rights to rent their homes.  I understand the some of you are reluctant to modify the ordinance for fear at the will lose the vacation rental, this is unfortunate.  Ordinances are not meant to remain in place forever.  I believe it is your responsibility to amend laws in the needs of your constituents changes.  I believe you have heard from a broad range of citizens who have asked you to do.  I ask you to vote in favor or Volusia County will fall furtherer and further bind the times and all home owners and tourism will suffer.  Other counties have faced this question.  They have done their home work and they have arrived at solutions that strike a fair balance between differing interests of their citizens.  You could do that also.  To say we can't change our ordinance is not the answer.  In conclusion, I urge you to do the right thing and vote in favor of vacation rentals and have smart and reasonable regulations to manage them.  Thank you very much.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Sara Crawford?  Followed by Chris Guerrero?  


>>SPEAKER: He hello, my name is Sarah Crawford.  The home was already a weekly rental, so I went ahead and I registered it with the Volusia County to collect and emit the tax of 6%.  My goal with them was to enjoy it with my family when we could and rent it out to help me afford my dream of one day retiring on the water, I had no idea what I was doing with was wrong until recently, as a second generation native to Central Florida; I grew up going to New Smyrna Beach and it's my intention to keep Bethune the quiet place I fell in love with.  6% tourist development tax went to improve the community.  I have rented this property like I said for four and a half years to over 83 guests from around the world.  Without one complaint.  My Airbnb listing lists strict details rules up front and my neighbors often comment about how nice my guesses are.  And in fact, I have many repeat guests, some of which have family living in Bethune, but they rent my place when they need more space to everybody can be closing to. Reading my guest book is heartwarming, I've given families the opportunity to enjoy Bethune and all it offers like the national seashore, Mary McCloud Bethune park, and needful things.  They spend money at these places without increasing traffic, because there's already daily visitors no those marks, so it's pretty congested anyways, vacation rentals are global.  I travelled through Italy staying in Airbnbs and welcomed by the locals.  And I was able to enjoy the real communities, not just those tour 'Tis areas, and I'm able to give guests a similar experience in Bethune beach.  I have the right to use my property for productive purposes as long as I'm not disturbing my neighbors, I'm in favor of regulation and accountability of owners if there's continued nuisances.  And I am other sure we can find a compromise.  I've heard a few people say bad people rent, and drag the area down, and bad people can also buy homes and end up their permanently, we have to communicate, work together, and adapt, and monitor and evolve.  I hope that you will vote in favor of short‑term rentals.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Chris?  Follow by Martin Moore.  


>>SPEAKER: Hello, my name is Chris Guerrero, I've been in the area about 20 years, Ormond by the sea.  We have long‑term and short‑term rentals.  I'm a contractor.  I can tell short‑term rental or long‑term rental almost the moment I pull up to a house to service or do work.  Usually, the short‑term rentals are like a resort.  The lawns are kept, the house is painted.  Everything is maintained.  That's not always the case.  And often not the case for some of the long‑term rentals in the area.  Which bring down property values and don't make for the kind of communities that we all would like to see.  


I think that the ‑‑ there's been a lot of back and forth about how we all want a good community.  And a good community is one that's going to move forward.  Forward with the times.  There's going to be new ideas that come forth that some people aren't going to embrace and we all see that today.  The problem isn't whether vacation rentals are good or bad.  Short‑term rentals can have the same compromises.  It's a matter that we embrace regulation to adapt to a new time.  And we are in a new time.  And if anything, we have seen that in the last few years.  And especially the last year.  So to embrace this, and vote yes, is to say that we want to see things move forward.  We can't stop the clock or the sands in the hour glass. We shouldn't pretend to.  We should embrace that we have a community that people want to come and be a part of.  As has been stated, for a week or two.  They don't have 30 days to come.  We offer the ability for people to come with special needs.  Veterans, with pets, all types of things.  And to not embrace in that is to say we're going to cut ourself off at the knee.  When it just doesn't have to happen.  We have the ability to move forward.  As smart, decent, goal‑minded citizens.  I would love to see a vote for yes.  For the reasons that have just been stated over and over again.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Martin Moore?  Follow by Tony Kazenza.  


>>SPEAKER: Thank you.  My name is Martin Moore, I've lived down in Bethune beach now for five years, and all of those times ‑‑ that time, I've never had any problems with any of the houses where I live.  I'm surrounded by eight houses and of those eight houses, there's only one permanent resident, the others are rentals.  I don't think it would be wise to vote against short‑term rentals, the people are just now getting ready to come back into the communities.  And if they don't come here, they're going to go somewhere else.  I don't see what the problem is of short‑term rentals is enough to ‑‑ outweigh any of that.  Thank you.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Tony?  Followed by Dale Goble?  


>>SPEAKER: Good morning, council.  My name is Tony, 35 oak tree drive, New Smyrna Beach, silver sand neighborhood, I come to you today to bring you a petition that has been circulated through the silver sands neighborhood for the last three weeks, this is not just about Bethune beach, this is Al silver sands and one as one gentleman pointed out, all of unincorporated Volusia County, I have 93 signatures from individuals who are homeowners and residents of silver sands for the most part.  And ill like to present this ‑‑ I would like to present this petition to you, basically, we request that the council not change, suspend, or alter the existing ordinances that address short‑term rentals in any manner.  Many of our residents cannot attend this meeting, because they are working.  They are schoolteachers, nurses, you know, they work in all areas of industries.  So we would like for you to take this under consideration.  I'll give it to the clerk, I e‑mailed it to every one of you yesterday.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Dale?  Followed by Riley Allen. 


>>SPEAKER: Hi, good morning, of course, I think we're in morning.  Afternoon.  Good afternoon.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Afternoon.  


>>SPEAKER: Chair Brower and council members.  Today, everybody here knows that when you make the decision, you're making it for the county, you will be making it for the good of the county.  And for the greater good.  You know, this issue obviously has been very divisive for the community, we have owned and purchased and built a house down at Bethune beach.  And we never would have guessed at the divisiveness that this type of situation would cause.  I would respectfully submit that when you make your decision, you don't make it upon the loudest and the most extreme voices.  You've heard a lot of rationale comments here today from both sides.  When you see those types of extreme positions, where you see people spy on their neighbors, and where you see people videotaping their neighbors, taking pictures of their homes and posting them, very publicly online, think about where that type of thing has previously happened in history.  When people are inviting other people's property, walking on to their properties and doing those types of things.  That's a problem.  That's divisive.  That's something that y'all can solve here.  It should solve with rationale regulations.  My family for years, rented houses for week, we weren't the type of people that ever could afford to rent a place for a month.  We were lucky to rent a place for a week.  In the summers.  And enjoy that every year.  It's a different type of vacation experience when you rent a home versus going to a hotel.  You know, I remember sitting and playing cards and games and all of to type of thing with my family.  That doesn't happen in a hotel room.  Now, we built our home in down in turtle mound, and before it was even completed, it was up on the Internet on these e‑mails that are going out, on the PowerPoint presentations as being a hotel.  Before we even completed it or even contemplated renting it.  Since then, my wife had ore high school friends over for a vacation weekend and somebody came on to our property and asked her friends who were standing in the driveway if they were renting the house.  We had somebody recently come by and take a picture and accuse of us running a hotel.  ‑‑ us of running a hotel.  I think there's an easy what I to analyze this.  When you see the extreme positions taken and the extreme actions. 

[ BELL RINGING ]

I think you know which side is the right side.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Riley Allen.  Followed by Janet ( name? ) 


>>SPEAKER: Good afternoon, distinguished council members.  My name is Riley Allen, and I'm from Bethune beach and out of respect for your request, I'm the only one speaking on behalf of the Bethune beach, we know that you've heard us.  You've listened to us for two and a half months, we've tried to provide as much accurate information as we can.  This is not about trying to out law vacation rentals, it's not about failing to support short‑term rentals, we support vacation rentals and support tourism in Volusia County, I admire those who have work hard to build their businesses but that's what we're talking about, whether you have a business operating in a residential neighborhood.  And what we know from data, and it's hard to find all of the data, but what I've been able to discover from what's out there, there's a software company called transparent, it serves the Airbnbs and Vrbos and tells us that 50% of those who list their properties on Airbnb own two to 20 properties.  And 14% own 21 or more properties.  So that's a business that's being operated.  But what really is going on here, and has been touched upon, is this issue of preemtion, the league of cities has been around since 1922, serving municipal Governments such as Volusia County, and Mr. Robins provided it on his FaceBook page.  To try to give meaningful helpful information to all of us so we could make thoughtful considerate decisions.  What the league of cities says is that the effect of the 2011 law is that two separate classes of cities were created perspective to short‑term rentals and those with home rule authority and those without.  And that's what we're talking about here.  Home rule authority.  Cities without short‑term rentals regulations in place prior to June 1, 2011 have had their zoning authority strips and seeing those rentalsover taking the residential neighborhoods.  Long time residents are moving out and the residential character of traditional neighborhoods is being destroyed.  That's what really is the problem.  The legislature let us down, senate bill 52 was pending and we were hopeful by April 30th, we would have a decision.  Provision that said you can amend your ordinance without losing your grandfather status.  But unfortunately, it did not make it out of the committee.  And therefore, we're back to square one.  If we make a decision to change the ordinance, changing the frequency or the duration of the time frame, in which you can stay, in a single family home for example, or we attempt to change the definition of what constitutes a hotel‑motel, we change the ordinance as Mr. Brown said and we lose home rule and that's critical, because that is authority that local Government needs and that's very, very important to this issue and we want to all thank you for your consideration, we know it's a difficult decision.  And we appreciate your thoughtfulness and your attention.  Thank you very much.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Janet?  Janet Jessen?  ( Name? ) Followed by Neil long long.  


>>SPEAKER: Hi, my name is Janet Jessen, and I live in Ormond beach.  When we retired, we moved here because we had grown to love the town.  And we contributed to our community as we had when we came to our condo in Ormond by the sea.  We bought a lot in ‑‑ key, thinking we would be there, now I'm thinking I should just go ahead and build a home there with a lo of decks, provide booming stereos systems, and lots of space for loud parties.  I'll bet people who say therer but I won't be there to see how they overload the house, park all over the neighborhood and party until 4:00 or 5:00 a.m.  Some of you commissioners think code enforcement police will police these parties, and parking, but I know from experience at our condominium that that doesn't happen.  Employees do not show up for code enforcement until weeks after complaints have been filed.  Of having 12 people inside of a condominium with two bedrooms and two bathrooms.  So we know what this is about.  But I have been ‑‑ we bought our condo and our home where we did because zoning laws prohibited rentals for fewer than 30 days.  Just as you commissioners did.  Your private homes are protected by gates, and by regulations that limit the length of rentals.  So we know that that's going on.  And we ‑‑ and now you're turning your heads on our neighborhoods and unincorporated Volusia County, all for the mighty tax dollar.  Well, I'm here to tell you, I pay taxes on three properties, that we own and do not rent and I use local contractors to remodel my homes.  And maintain them.  We also go out to eat.  We are part of a faith community.  Where we teach Bible studies, work at bridge of hope feeding center, and provide food and supplies for hope place and beacon center and provide food for distribution at shire neighborhood community neighborhood.  


We also come alongside incarcerated teenagers, provide them with love and hope that they have never experienced before.  What do these tourists and business owners do for people of our county besides wreak half okay.  Do they coach youth sports?  You are elected to enforce codes and regulations that are currently on the book.  You are to be responsive to residents of this county.  Step up and vote no on short‑term rentals.  If you do, I bet our hotels, timeshares, and rental homes in permitted areas will be at 100% capacity.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Neil long, followed by Phil ( name? ) 


>>SPEAKER: ( Inaudible ). 

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Will he be back?  Phil ( name? ) Followed by Richard feller.  


>>SPEAKER: Good afternoon.  My name is Phil and I live in winter park, Florida.  I don't want you to think because of I'm wearing a green shirt, I'm against your idea, I didn't know what color shirt to wear today.  

(Laughing)
I don't want you to think I'm a carpet bagger, I was born in this town in 1947, my parents moved to Orland, they built a successful real estate business, I have twoen sos in their 40s.  And my children told me I had to liquidate my residential assets and convert them to something that made more sense.  I have a wife of 50 years, and she decided that we had to spend some of the money at the beach.  So we bought a house in Bethune beach.  My sons, which are pretty smart guys, came to your county.  And asked would it be okay if we run a residential rental business there, and they were told there was an ordinance and no one enforced it, we would pay tax.  We concluded if we were paying tax, must be legal activity.  We spent a million dollars from buying it and rehabilitating it and we have rented it since then and paid the tax.  I've listened to lot of folks from both sides and I understand both sides.  The probably the most important thing to think about here is the future of the county and the we can solve these problems, in my 50 years in real estate business, I spent a lot of time in the resident, side and I would like for you to look up some, if you can, write this down, Florida statute 509141.  And what you're going to find is the rule that allows the operator of a transient facility to have much more control than an operator of a normal residential property.  I happen to know this because I converted residential properties in low income neighborhoods that were out of control from FS83 landlord tenant to 509141.  Or 509.  And we were able to clean those neighborhoods up and provide decent housing.  My point is that if you're operating under the transient rental rules, you have much more control and power over the tenant.  You can control the problems if they arise.  So there's a great benefit if the landlord or the property owner is cooperating with the police department.  So there's a likelihood by changing the rules, you very well may be able to clean up many problems.  So thanks very much for your concern, and God bless you and good luck on this decision.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Richard feller?  Followed by Phyllis Kent.  


>>SPEAKER: Mr. Chair, while we're waiting, Heather, I wanted to say, I have laid out ‑‑ I had laid out a green dress with a yellow jacket to wear this morning and I realized, oh, my gosh, I'm so glad I wore red.  I literally did that.  

(Laughing)

>>SPEAKER: I'm going to apologize for wearing these pants in public, but I never thought they were a trade show, at one point, so I thought I'd wear them again, here I am.  Good afternoon, council, thank you, again, for letting all of the voices be heard today.  A special thank you, I know chairman Brower's dedicated to letting everybody's voices be heard so we want to be respectful of your time, but we feel like this is one of the only places we can have our voices heard.  


So I'm glad I'm following up on that because I would like to talk about the St. Johns, St. Johns commission, voted to unanimously voted to change their county's land development code to allow for short‑term rentals, this action relinquished any grandfathering that they may have had and it preempted vacation rentals to the state of Florida, why would they do this?  Some of you up on the dais say this is the worst thing that could be happened in Volusia County, why would St. Johns county knowingly do this?  So we asked one of the leaders and one of their local communities associations, who helped to put the new rules together and he said that the point is peaceful coexistence.  Most of us have moved into these neighborhoods because we wanted to have I a lovely peaceful community and that's one of the reasons why short‑term rentals in this area are so popular, we're a quiet residential areas.  There were legal issues if the county didn't do anything, and legal issues if the county did too much.  So his answer was we just cut it down the middle.  And did the best we could, and I think we have a good plan.  With all of that being said, proponents of short‑term rentals went on to say that these regulations were measured and welcome.  A high relief.  In 2011, Florida legislature did impose the heavy regulations and scaled back to allow this type of oversight.  So what makes Volusia County any different from St. Johns in this regulatory perspective?  Nothing.  


You can do exactly what they did.  And our county will be better for it.  Residents like me, like them, all of us, and I want ‑‑ for the green shirts, I live there, we want peaceful coexistence, it's existed in Volusia over 50 year, nothing has changed, this is they at Ricks and smoke screen, this county faces serious legal issues if you do nothing today and nobody wants to keep that going on.  Today is the day that this council decides whether they're going to fix the problem that you Danny Robins said yourself, you acknowledged yourself, and vocal about truth and honesty.  Acknowledge can take responsibility for this, are you going to do nothing?  And cost taxpayers money and hardship?  Are you going to keep pitting neighbor versus neighbor?  Or going to solve the problem today?  Today is the day we see in the elected leaders care about Volusia County or looking at their political careers R. Volusia, by the looks of it, all of the cameras in the room, Florida is watching, what we do today.  I hope you vote yes.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Phyllis Kent.  Angela Jasper.  Will follow Phyllis.  


>>SPEAKER: Good afternoon.  My name is Phyllis Kent.  And I'm not good at public speaking, but here with go, I'm here to remind us about equality for all, a person living in their home or renting it out should be treated equally.  I may not approve of what my neighbor does with his property, but we both should have equal freedoms with their own properties.  Unless of course, we live in an HOA, then you have signed up for a whole extra layer of rules, all hopes should be treated equally, should not discriminate on how long the tenant is residing, the things that should be monitored is parking, trash, the noise and other standard items applied equally to all.  The things that should not be applies is a duration of a lease, or the neighbor's dislike at a neighboring property.  That is such an antiquated idea of I want to like what my neighbors look like.  I feel that the current ruling of only allowing a month or more of vacation rentals very clearly discriminates against young families wanting to take an affordable vacation, where they can cook, for their family, play board games and enjoy our public beaches, I wonder actual how many of you have taken your family to a vacation home and did you stay for a month?  A month, people can't afford that.  Working class people can't afford that.  We personally believe that short‑term rentals cleaned up Ormond by the sea.  And have brought much needed tax dollars to a community that was always considered a dilapidated community and it has been revitalize, I think that many of the homes that are run down are long‑term rental, it's the owners choose to do what they want, as long as there are no code violations.  I do believe that the nature of the type of the short‑term rental business requires that homes are kept immaculate, they are the life blood of the host.  On a side note ‑‑ Ruth Bader Ginsburg and her words resonate when something is important as this.  Her words to judges, were to please remember your job is to protect the right of the country to change and remember new climates will like we're in right now, bring the need for change.  Thank you very much.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Jeremiah Jasmin followed by Sandra Brust. 


>>SPEAKER: Hello, everyone, I'm back up here and I'm calm this time.  So there's been so much back and forth over the last two months and I know you have heard everyone's side of the story.  So I guess it's been so difficult about this wholeization, we're taking one step forward and two steps back because we just ‑‑ it's always who's ever's voice is the loudest and it is really I think the pastors comments about just remembering that we're neighbors and we all go home to our families and it should not be like this.  So I know you're all sick of hearing about this week after week.  And just going to read what I wrote because I was up all night.  We'll do that.  Again, I just feel like this has been continued because there really hasn't been any forward direction on what we can do to make this change, and that's because everyone is hung up on the grandfathering clause.  And the real solution is to amend the ordinance and put in some common sense regulations.  I know that is scary, but change is scary.  And I've talked to people here that have literally live here when ‑‑ where we own, when there were no houses.  You know, and obviously, it built up.  But that is evolution.  You know?  It's just the way of the world.  


And I just want too say that I want to clear some things up, I believe that in the right to rent my property on a short‑term basis and have quiet enjoyment, those things are not mutually exclusive, you can have both.  I have rentals around me, and we have quiet enjoyment.  We've never had a problem and you hear that from other full time residents that are surrounded by full time rentals.  I just want to say that, you know, if you look at the facts that were provided back in April, regarding the number of complaints, and the number of citations, going all the way back from 2007, it equated to like 2 complaints a month.  In the entire county.  That's not just my area that there's a lot of focus on, it's on the entire county.  So those are the facts that you need to focus on.  You need to focus on the people who can't be here to tell you how it impacts their business or they rely on the jobs from these rentals.  Because they can't take the time off to do those kind of things.  


So I mean, I think that the right thing to do as you know is to change the ordinance.  I e‑mailed all of you asking you to please come over and visit our area yourself and see for yourself what these things are being said, because it's not, we live in a quiet, beautiful community, that we love.  And that is the truth.  And I just ‑‑ I just ‑‑ I just want to see this change for the better.  I recommended, you know, secondary measures.  As you all know.  We can do noise, we can be accountable, if we don't respond within an hour, we can have someone that's there to respond and to be ‑‑ you know, the person to contact if there's a problem, it's so rare that that happens.  Thank you so much for your time.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, Jeremiah. 


>>SPEAKER: Proud husband of Angela, you're going to be hearing the term home rule that's thrown around as a basis to solve nothing.  The term home rule is really politician code words for we just don't want to make a decision and we would rather do nothing.  You all should not vote to amend the ordinance because of home rule, here's what I would suggest you tell them.  To all of your other folks in the dais, when they start talking about home rules, as a basis why we can't do itting remind them, they have home rule over trash regulation, you still have home rule over noise regulation.  You still have home rule over parking regulation.  You have home rule over making short‑term renter obtain local licensing, which will bring additional revenue to the county, Mr. Robins.  You have home rule over everything except for duration, that's the only thing.  So home rule is not sacrosanct.  The only thing is duration.  Now, Dr. Lowry, you and I spoke one time and I appreciate your time, you told me that the budget short fall is one of your biggest concerns, if you vote no on amending the ordinance, you are voting to deepen the budget short fall.  And I ask you, who amongst us are you going to tax to make up for the millions of dollars of revenue that you would vote to forfeit by voting no to amending the ordinance?  There are real fiscal consequences to your decisions.  And you can't allow ‑‑ and I say this respectfully, 35 retirees from Bethune beach to take your eyes off the financial fate of our county, we count on you to be good Steward of the resources, it would be fiscally irresponsible if you were to allow 35 retirees from Bethune Beach to dictate the future of travel and tourism in unincorporated in Volusia County and sacrifice revenue.  It would be fiscally irresponsible.  Ms. Girtman, I've talked to the business owners in your district on Main Street, taken time away from my law firm to go door to door, and you'll hear from them in videos here.  But all of them want you to vote to amend the ordinance.  They all want more business.  More traffic in your ‑‑ in district 1.  And they're going to ask, did the 35 retirees from district 3 get your vote?  Or did the business owners on Main Street get your vote in district 1?  And they're going to be asking that.  Mr. Robins, I spent a lot of time talking to you, you have given me the most time and I appreciate that.  And I think that you are well‑meaning.  But I'm really curious as to why you haven't taken a principle position, you say you're a fiscal conservative, small Government conservative, in favor of small businesses, all of those things favor our side.  So I would implore you to vote in line with what you told the voters you are.  

[ BELL RINGING ]

Be consistent.  Thank you for your time.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Sandra Brust?  And we have two more.  Robert ( name? ) 


>>SPEAKER: Thank you, council members.  This has been a long time since I've stood in front of any counsel members so I'm really nervous, but what I wanted to say is my husband and I moved up to New Smyrna Beach from the space coast, about a year ago, and we bought an unloved house that is pretty much surrounded by short‑term rentals.  Most of the time, it's okay.  But when it's bad, it's bad.  And what we have noticed is that if there is no hands‑on property manager or owner, that is when things go sideways.  Parties, cars, trash left out, trash blown all over the street.  So I think that is something to consider.  The other thing that I think is never mentiond is that short‑term rentals take property away from working people and families that really desire long‑term rentals, and I just ‑‑ I have not heard anyone mention that here.  And so I believe that that also can contribute to homelessness situations.  Those are the points that I wanted to make.  And so that takes away from the fabric of neighborhoods where families would desire to live.  Thank you.  

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you.  Robert ( name? ) And then when you get up here, please pronounce your name correctly.  

(Laughing)

>>SPEAKER: Thank you, my name is Robert ( name? ) I'm a resident of Volusia County, been a resident in Orange City for the past 15, 16 years, approximately a year ago, I didn't prepare anything today, I just came out.  I thought I would speak my word.  


My daughter and I decided, well, I'll take some of my retirement and I'll invest in a blighted home over in Ormond by the sea, the home was in need of a lot of repair so I took retirement money and put it into it.  Howment a going to afford this, I'm living in Orange City?  Well, we can Airbnb it.  And we'll monitor it.  My daughter is doing an excellent job of monitoring it.  But while we remodelled it, the neighbors in the neighborhood would come up and ask questions, and I found out at that time, well, there's ordinances, about short‑term rentals, oh, that's great.  But nobody has complained about anything that I've done, as a matter of fact, they have been welcomed to come into my house and see the updates that have been made to put my home as one of the better homes on the street.  Now, I'm proud to say that, I didn't invite any of you there to do that.  We maintain it and we do short‑term rentals.  I have a young lady that comes from Orlando, I was the director of facilities at the hospital in Orlando health.  And she comes up and she was my foreman, she sanitizes the home every time, I can guarantee you that this house is immaculate.  I would not expect any less but, you know, we took a blighted home and put money into it.  They have vetted very strictly by my daughter, have to have good reviews from other places.  They, you know, if not, they're not ‑‑ they're not welcome.  I have blocked off areas where I have deemed might be a problem like bike week or any place where there might be a lot of rowdy parties or something, it's done.  My neighbors tell me that everybody has been there has been very nice to them.  And they enjoy the ‑‑ being able toll talk to people, sit out front and talk to people walking up and down the street.  But to do away with it, I don't know if I could probably still afford it but it would be a strain on me.  And I would hate to have to sell it because this is something, I'm really looking forward to in my retirement, in a couple of years, possibly moving there myself.  When my significant other retires from teaching.  But, you know, we're supporting the local establishments.  We support the ‑‑ all of the people that have done the work on my home or maintain it, I've had, you know, electricians and Carpenters and plumbers from the area come and we recommend certain places of business for them to eat.  So we're helping the neighborhood.  So, you know, I ask for you to ‑‑ I know you have a lot of decisions to make because I was on the council in ‑‑ ( name? ) 

[ BELL RINGING ]

>>CHAIR BROWER:  Thank you, sir, good job.  Did Neil long ever make it back?  Okay.  


Then the last public comments that we have are on video, and you're just going to roll them all, one after another.  Out of deference to the council, I'm going to ask if anybody would like, and for the audience, if anyone would like a five minute break.  There's 28 minutes of video.  Let it roll.  

(Laughing)

 ( Video playing ) audio. 

>> Hi, I'm one of the owners of New York bagel and deli in Deland, I would like to encourage the council to be in favor of the short‑term rental ordinance in Volusia County.  It really helps small businesses to bring additional dollars in for tourism and restaurants and all of the other wonderful things that we do in Volusia County.  So we want to ask all of you for your support, but especially Barb Girtman, I'm in her district and we know she comes in and loves our bagels, help us, help support the short‑term rental ordinance.
>> Hello, my name is ‑‑ ( name? ) And Barbara Girtman is the councilwoman for the local Volusia County.  And I want to encourage her to vote towards Airbnb rentals because it will help our restaurant and our local community by having more tourists in the area. 

>> I'm Salvador and I work for ( name? ) And I support Barbara ‑‑

>> My name is Garry Meyer, I'm the owner of ( name? ) Barbecue and ill ‑‑ I would like to support the short‑term rental and ask Barb Girtman to stand behind us in this ordinance.

>> Hello, I'm the ( Inaudible ) here in Deland.  District of Barbara Girtman and we're asking her to support us on the short‑term rentals to allow us to have more support from rentals for the small businesses.
>> My name is Joseph Winfield.  My grand baby, ( Inaudible ) I'm staying in Airbnb.
>> Joe and his wife have visited district 1 on the weekend of May 8th to watch his granddaughter graduate from Stetson university.  They stayed at a short‑term rental. 

>> My wife and I own ( name? ) Here on Main Street in Deland.  We're looking to show our support and ( Inaudible ) vote yes for the less than 30‑day Airbnb amendments, tourism is the life blood of our business here in Main Street USA. 

>> My name is Brittany and I own berry ( Inaudible ) in downtown Deland, I'm ‑‑ my business is in Barb Girtman's district and I'm asking for her to vote in favor of short‑term rentals.  Because it's good for my business and I enjoy the economy.  Thank you.   [MUSIC]  

>> Support our small businesses and bring all vacationing families to Volusia County.
>> My name is ‑‑ ( name? ) I work with renew property solutions, we're a small company, we rely on short‑term rentals and cleaning them out and we depend on the business, so I appreciate the short‑term rentals staying in Volusia County for sure.
>> Hello, I my name is Taylor and I'm the owner of ( name? ) And we're asking Barb Girtman the head of the district in our area to vote yes on allowing short‑term rentals, it helps the local economy.  That's what we're here, Central Florida, why everyone wants to be here and live here, so please vote in favor of the vacation rentals.

>> I'm the manager here at ( name? ) Here in downtown Deland, and I just wanted to go ahead and say we need a yes and support to revise the ordinance for short‑term rentals here in Volusia County.  Unincorporated areas, these people bring a lot of money and tourism to our area and communities and these homeowners should have the right to need to with their properties with within Governmental rule, let's give a vote to go ahead and revise this ordinance and bring these people back into Volusia County and get our home owners happy. 

>> ( Inaudible ) in downtown Deland, and I have been established since 2000.  And right now, we're shooting for the less than 30 day to pass and all we need right now is your vote to get this to happen because the tourism downtown, this is what we need. 

>> My name is Carol forest, and I own a hippie store in downtown Deland, Florida.  And I know that my business is in Barb Girtman's district.  And I was hoping that and asking Barb to please vote in favor of allowing short‑term rentals as I feel it is very good for our local economy and my business for sure.  Because there's more vacationers that will end up in my little retail shop.  So please vote yes, Barb.
>> Hi, my name is Tracey word, I'm the owner of ( name? ) Of Deland in downtown Deland, I'm filming this quick video in support of the short‑term rentals here in Volusia County, personally, I love keeping my money here in Volusia County and I have taken advantage of many short‑term rentals, I have two children, and a it is a better fit than the big box hotels in our area, I like keeping our money here for local, as well as we definitely rely on the tourist dollars here in Volusia County.  Specifically in downtown Deland.  I'm asking that Barb Girtman really think about her position and her feelings about not allowing or opposing serious restrictions on these properties.  Because I do feel that they are an important and integral part of tourism in this area. 

>> We have been coming to Volusia county since Jen and I were children, and we continue that tradition on with our children.  We have been coming to Volusia County for years.
>> Renting a house, off to accommodate our large family of six.  And our dog.  And we have had our children in surf camp, we have been ‑‑.
>> supported every local business, from photographers to restaurants. 

>> Yeah. 

>> To grocers. 

>> Rentals. 

>> Rentals.
>> Paddle board rentals, bicycle rentals. 

>> Fish camp.
>> yes love it, all of the local surf shops and now we're being told that we can't come.  We can't rent our house.  And it's really upsetting, because this is something that we look forward to every summer.
>> my family of six is being told that we're unwanted in Volusia County, and we bring thousands of dollars of revenue to local businesses every year.  And now we're being told we have to go somewhere else, how many other families are being told that they're going to have to go somewhere else?  You know. 

>> And, you know, it's upsetting to us, we will find another place, but we think about all of the small businesses that we've been supporting for years that will no longer have our support and other families support, you know, it's sad for them, we're a small business owner and we understand how these type of things can affect those who depend on every penny of revenue, especially in these times. 

>> And we hope that the county is going to make the obvious, correct decision, to allow us to come back with our family.
>> we hope that before we make plans elsewhere, we hear good news.  


 ( End of video )  [MUSIC]  

>> This is a hotel, and it has a parking lot, and individually key sleeping room, ADA accessible guest rooms, public space and 24 hour staff on property.   [MUSIC]  this is a house, this is not a hotel.  Some people may try to tell you it's an illegal hotel.  But it's not.  It's a house.  Some people will scream illegal hotel, enough times to try and convince you that it is a hotel.  But it's not.  It's a house.  


The county council can correct the mistake that has been made that claims that this is a hotel, if rented less than 30 days.  But it's not.  It's a house.  If the council is unwilling to admit the obvious, a court will be forced to.  Save the taxpayers money.  And hundreds of thousands of legal fees.  It's a house.  


Home sharing provides $3.2 million in tax revenue to Volusia County annually.  The Volusia County council will vote on May 18th, that a private home is not an illegal hotel.  And keep families vacationing in Volusia.  


 [MUSIC]  


 $$TRANSMIT  


 ( Video playing ) $$TRANSMIT . 

>> When you talk about Volusia County, you're talking about it being a bigger part of our history, one of the reasons being is one, my wife grew up in Volusia County, and I went to school, college in Volusia County.  And we spent the majority of our relationship building time in Volusia County.  First day, first kiss, a lot of things that we experienced for the first time together happened in Volusia County.  And so we always talked about we can't wait to have kids to be able to bring them back to Volusia County to, you know, take them with the first time mommy and daddy went on a date and other places that we have experienced here, in Volusia County.  And to now be told that we can't come back here, one of the reasons, the easiest transition for us to go to Orlando was knowing that we could always come back and vacation and bring our kids and all of those things and now to be told that we can't come back and do those things doesn't sit with me well. 

>> Just to piggy‑back off of what my husband said, I was born and raised in Volusia County, Daytona Beach.  And going to the beach was a frequent pastime of my family as a child.  And fast forward to being in an adult now with kids of my own, it's nice to be able to visit family to experience things that I did as a child, even a lot of the small businesses are still around from when I was a child.  So this also gives them the opportunity to again, experience some of the things and memories that we were able to. 

>> We're small business owners, too, to be able to support those small businesses and see how generational it's helping families just because we're going back to Volusia County, on a yearly basis, supporting these small businesses, says a lot to us.  And now that we're ‑‑ to think that we won't be able to do that, doesn't sit easy with us, so.  Please allow us to come back to Volusia County.  Don't tell us that we can't come back and bring our family, and enjoy the stuff that we were able to do ‑‑ enjoy the early part of our relationship.  $$TRANSMIT . 

>> By the 1950, Bethune beach was a popular destination that was open to all people.  This marker, erected by Volusia County, acknowledges the history of tourist traveling great distances to stay in the motel or private house at the Bethune beach.  This is not a typical residential neighborhood.  As the green shirts want you to believe.  Here are the facts.  On south Atlantic avenue in Bethune, there are 115 properties.  23 are homesteaded and not confirmed, they are full time residents.  That means 92 out of 115 are second homes and rentals.  Second homes, it is not I a residential neighborhood, it is a beach community.  Green shirts don't want to share their beach.  They want to keep visitors away.  There are many residents and property owners who do welcome families and visitors, the green shirts don't speak for everyone in Bethune.  And the spirit of Bethune's welcoming history, allowed visitors to rent a home in Bethune and enjoy the beach, welcome vacationing families and don't keep them away. 

>> It sounded like you were saying we have been receiving the tax moneys from Airbnb for all short‑term rentals that go through ‑‑

>> Those websites. 

>> Those websites, we are receiving those moneys. 

>> Yes.
>> But it is not allowed in Volusia County?  But we're still taking the money?
>> These figures also reflect both the incorporated and unincorporated area. 

>> Right. 

>> So the statute requires the remit of that tax, can't verify whether some are in the unincorporated or incorporated, it handicaps us, it is a violation of our zoning code. 

>> Mike Dyer does not answer Ms. Post's question. 

>> How can we take money in the county covers on something that we are saying is illegal?
>> This status places the burden for that, treats it as a taxable activity, we're receiving the revenue from it but to provided the details of where that prop is located, could be incorporated or unincorporated area. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I understand what you're saying, so my question would still stand, real will.
>> it's still a state taxable activity but it would be a violation of our zoning ordinance.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Still don't understand how the county can be taking money from people for something we are saying they are doing illegal. 

>> We have no way to base on where that prop is located because of how the state has regulated this. 

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Okay.
>> had we been given that data and could verify the locations, that would be a different story.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  Okay. 

>> Now, had we been given that data, and were privy to having access where we could verify the locations, that would be a different story.
>> Volusia County requires applications and business licenses of all short‑term rentals.  You do know where they are.
>> But we don't have that ability.  

>>COUNCIL MEMBER:  I still can't get over the concept of that we're collecting money. . . But yet, we're collecting money from the companies and totally okay with taking money from the companies but yet we're telling the individual home owners, no, no, no that's illegal and cow can't do it.  I have a serious, serious problem with that and I understand you're telling me there's nothing we can do that about that, but I have a ‑‑ that's a ‑‑ I have a serious problem with that.
>> Volusia County has been enforcing tax collection from short‑term rentals for over 40 year, Ms. Post, you should have a serious problem with that.  Now that you are telling property owners that these short‑term rentals are illegal.  The solution is, vote to find a private home rented less than 30 days is not the same as a hotel.   [MUSIC]  $$TRANSMIT . 

>> There has been a lot of discussion about being grandfathered in.  What does that actually mean?  And what would the result of not being grandfathered look like?  Let's compare Volusia County's ability to regulate with ‑‑
