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February 21, 2022 Volusia County Council Meeting 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting. The meeting will begin in 10 minutes. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting. The meeting will begin in five minutes. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Alright I'm going to give everybody the two-minute warning. If you can start finding your way towards a seat. 

SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council Meeting. The meeting will begin in two minutes. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
OK, it is 4:00 PM. We will call the February 21 Volusia County Council Historic First, nighttime, evening, from 4 PM to 9 PM meeting to order. It is good to see a full house, I think. 

We are glad you are here. That is the whole purpose of having an evening meeting is to allow more of the public to be able to participate in their own government. 

We will start with an indication, not yet, in just a second I will ask everybody to stand... If you would care to for the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The invocation is open to all faith groups of Volusia County, if you would like to purchase a paid in or have your assembly participate in it, just send an email to kgreen@Volusia.org and she will get you all set up to do that. 

To begin this morning, or this evening, old habits die hard, we have Pastor Joel A Newman of Life Fellowship Church of Nazarene of Deltona Florida. If you would please stand. 

PASTOR JOEL A NEWMAN: 
Good evening. It is an honor to be here this evening and share with you in this time of invocation. If we would please bow our heads. 

Dear God, as we gather here this afternoon to discuss current community issues, we first pray for wisdom that is more precious than silver or gold. 

We seek wisdom that comes from an eternal source that it may enlighten our minds and soften our hearts. 

We ask for guidance, in order that our thoughts, our actions, our decisions and our speech may benefit the lives and the minds of those who hear and may be affected by the out come of what transpires here this afternoon. 

We seek the counsel of a power that is greater than ourselves. I power whose wisdom is based on eternal truth. 

We pray that this infinite power, most people call God, will work through us, for the success of our endeavors and decisions, so that all issues discussed may be resolved for the greatest, positive growth of this community, this county, and the state as far as possible under the laws that govern our decision here this afternoon. 

We ask for a spirit of unity and understanding as we all, with open minds, and attentive ears, listen to every suggestion, idea and point of interest. Then we pray for patients to work all things together for good. That we, as a group in the community, may accomplish the goals set forth on the agenda of this meeting. Amen. 

SPEAKER: 
Amen. 

(Pledge of Allegiance) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Alright. Do we have others? (indiscernible). 

OK, Karissa Green, would you call the roll, please? 

KARISSA: 
Mr Reinhart, Mr Robins, Mr Santiago, Mr Dempsey, Mr Johansson, Mr Kent, Mr Brower. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We have a full house, a quorum, and we will move right into our meeting. We always start with a public comment. We do have some. 

You can also sign up to speak to a particular item on the agenda if you would like to. These tend to be more general at the beginning. I will call your name in the order that they were just handed to me, they were numbered. 

And just let everyone know, we really are going to try to get out of here before 3:00 AM because we are having these meetings so that you can come, but none of us believe that you are going to stay until 3:00 AM. 

So you will have 30 minutes to speak... There is a timer on the monitor in front of you, I think above my head you will see it on the screen. So at the end of 30 minutes, they are trying to cut me off... If you are still going I will gently remind you because we have a lot of people that want to speak tonight and we want to give everyone an opportunity. 

So, first up is Linda Kempbeard (?). 

LINDA: 
Most respected County Council, men and women, thank you so much for allowing me to introduce to you one of the newest recovery services now open in Volusia County. My name is Linda, and the volunteer executive director of the renew, recovery cafÃ©, which is located on the central Baptist Church campus in Daytona Beach. 

The first Recovery cafÃ© to open in Florida, we welcome everyone to participate in its community center environment, was particularly we reach out to underserved persons, early in their recovery from opioids and alcohol, persons who live with a mental health issue, and persons who consider themselves homeless. 

At the cafÃ©, we provide free lunch and beverages, community activities, small support activities support groups and classes, school... Together a safe community environment is created where everyone is valued, respected, encouraged to grow and to give back to the community. 

Most of all, we serve as a bridge for individuals to make positive changes in their living situation and in their lives. As trust and self-confidence grows with each visit to the Recovery CafÃ©, participants are connected to the appropriate resource provided by our growing list of community partners. 

We are proud to name some of our community partners SMA Healthcare, Halifax urban ministries, the local police and fire departments and Volusia Recovery Alliance. 

We agree with our community partners that there is more than one pathway to recovery and every individual has decisions to make about their recovery, their healing and their growth back to a productive, happy lifestyle. 

We also agree with our community partners, that recovery requires more than 30 days of treatment. Supportive relationships and connections to positive community services, exactly what we provide within the Renew Recovery environment to provide the lasting -- lasting change to people's lives. 

After being open over the past 11 weeks, we have received 365 guests in that time. 116 of them have returned. In several attend every week. Please note that our services are provided with primarily volunteers, and we would welcome any funding, sustainable funding, to keep the service open and available for our most vulnerable citizens of Volusia County. 

Let us stop the practice in Volusia County to make it easier to get high than it is to receive positive recovery and peer support. Thank you so much. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you so much. Gary Cruz, following that we will have Paul Richardson. 

GARY CRUISE: 
Good afternoon. I live in District 1. Golly, it is nice to look out and see (Unknown Name) representing, thank you, sir. Good afternoon! And good afternoon, doesn't that have a really neat sound to it? Good afternoon. 

I have to complement you and thank you as a group is coming together to make this happen. The people of Volusia County has cried for years, asking that we can move these meetings to the afternoon. 

The gang of five last session, last Council would even discuss it. Look at you guys, you've already done it! I hope this is a sign, of things to come. I want to thank you for it and I want to thank you for it very very well and I'm hoping this is a sign that you guys are going to put personal biases aside and work for the betterment of our community and make Volusia great again. Thank you for doing this! 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Well, thank you, Paul Richardson and then following Paul will be Suzanne Schirer. 

PAUL RICHARDSON: 
Good afternoon council. I would like to open thank multiple organizations for containing the fire... We need to acknowledge the good work when it is done. Now onto my controversial remarks. I hope you do not find them too controversial but the Georgia estate Senator (Unknown Name) called the United States (indiscernible) this is not only a hateful act in its intent but a culturally ignorant one. 

It is unimaginable that during Black history month that someone can still misunderstand one of the most celebrated characters (indiscernible). Uncle Tom... (indiscernible) the character was a groundbreaking humanistic portrayal of a slave. One who uses nonviolent resistance and gives his life to help others who have escaped from slavery. 

If you had read the book, pick up the book and read it, uncle Tom's (indiscernible) was a rejection of stereotypes of (indiscernible) humanizes suffering is laboring for the reading audience is at the time and pretrade Tom is a strong figure who is beaten by a cruel master because he refuses to betray the (indiscernible) of two women who had escaped from slavery. 

At a time when we are being criticized for removing books from libraries and schools, maybe it is time we start adding books to the library, especially Uncle Tom's Cabin, because the stereotype of uncle Tom being a race traitor is bigoted. Because someone calling someone else a race traitor is dumb. 

I reject the (indiscernible) (audio issues) of race. Like a set at the last meeting, our race and skin color is a social construct due to being isolated in areas and stuff like that. 

But now in America, we do not have to be that. We can be a great melting pot of the world here in America and we need to stop the stuff from happening. So if any state official is listening to me right now, uncles Tom Cabin (?) we can get these in schools, maybe in libraries and Volusia County if anybody is listening. 

It is a great book and probably needs annotating because of the language is (indiscernible) but it is a good read and we should stop using uncle Tom as a slur. Thank you very much and have a great rest of the month. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, Suzanne followed by Karen Clark. 

SUZANNE: 
Hello, I'm Suzanne from Ormond Beach. From the last meeting where a major discussion took place utilizing Volusia Forever funds, a lot was not said and somewhat unclear. It was renewed with 75% in favour of taxing themselves for land conservation in 2020. 

The state of Florida legislators voted unanimously in the summer of 2021 for $400 million funding land conservation in the wildlife corridor felt our food, water, wildlife and tourism are all economic drivers located in the wildlife corridor. 

I served on the committee for the last two years and they are not involved in the negotiations of price or purchased at all. They worked to establish criteria and determine environmental eligibility of land. We were presented with many sizes and shapes and types of properties. 

Vegetation naturally filtrate water to clean it. With so much land altered, the landscape has changed and runoff and flooding are occurring across the county. We have an opportunity to be better stewards of the land with this new counsel pertaining to low-impact development, runoff and stormwater capture by not sending it to environmentally sensitive land. Please consider the following. 

Our swaths of land for maximum connectivity are desired. We did not start by parcels being connected. What about pockets of wildlife? Are you familiar with the 41 acre Pons preserved in Ponce Inlet? That is a pocket of wildlife, the (Unknown Name) is a pocket of wildlife, not all conservation land can be connected but it does not make it unworthy. 

Pockets of wildlife matter to respective areas. The original Volusia Forever was a bold move made by leadership with a vision. We need to add to the vision for the wildlife protection plan. We must talk about displacing wildlife. It is a growing public safety concern and an economic driver to tourism. 

No one wants to hit a bear, deer, Bobcat or Panther while driving will start with roads being widened and change improvements, we must consider wildlife underpasses crossings creating in some area with vegetation and or fences, and wildlife signage. 

Please devise a plan working with DOT and FWC because of wildlife pressures. The state legislators believed in conservation. My timing coordinates with recent infrastructure fundings approved and future planning. Volusia County has a seat at the table. Thank you, and I brought you calendars from the one Lagoon reading including George and Susanne and I will give one to the park. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Karen Clark and followed by keys. 

SPEAKER: 
Karen Clark and I live in Glenwood. I want to say thank you to Volusia County animal services. We have a great program and home alone, key chains, when you receive these free keychains, you call the telephone number on there and give them your information about your pets and who to contact in case a first responder or anybody in the hospital finds this on your keychain. 

They know that your pet is home alone. That is one of the great programs and the fire department knows about this and I sure hope so, Adam, don't they? I know that Adam is here somewhere. Thank you for this great program. 

The other thing is we are bringing in an international cat show at the Ocean Center, November 11, 12th, and a pet Expo working on it, it is our cat meow list cat club and we are bringing in and it will be great. 

Your new people at the Ocean Center, Chris was wonderful! Part of our group. They went there and never did this before. They were so impressed by that. Just as you guys are doing a great job at the Ocean Center. We got 43,000 ft.Â² to fill. (Laughs) That's about it, thanks. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thanks. Keith Chester followed by John Nicholson. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello! First I want to thank you all for night meetings. This is so wonderful that we have a council of representatives representing their citizens. And putting their citizens first â€“ it really brings joy to my heart to see this. I appreciate all of you for doing that. 

I would like to talk about SunRail. To start, I was not originally for SunRail because how it was going to be funded. I didn't think County tax dollars should be used to fund a commuter rail system that was designed to take cars off of I-4, state and federally funded highway. And however, we are there. 

We have kicked the can down the road for a very long time about SunRail. We have been obligated. We have contracts. Our goal should be to make SunRail the best we can make it for our citizens and to get the heads out of the sand over it. 

And to put a lot of thought into what we're doing. Let's make SunRail the best for Volusia County we can make it! Let's understand at the end of the day, SunRail and the DeLand train station really is a gateway in and out of Volusia County to the rest of the world, literally. 

Especially once that connectivity is done to OIA. We need to look at SunRail as something positive and make it something positive and not just an endless money pit. 

Chair Brower brought a small group of us together around a year or so ago, to discuss how we could better improve the SunRail station and connectivity to make it the best we could for the citizens of Volusia County. 

Not just the business community â€“ not just the tourism community, but the citizens of Volusia County. That did start some conversations. We need to get F DOT here and have those conversations with F DOT, the Volusia County Council, the city of DeLand and other communities, and the citizens. 

Also we should include the tourist boards. We should also include the historic boards. The fact is, the DeLand station, as it was being renovated, would be a perfect location to highlight our history. Our history is deeply involved in train travel. And trains. 

The fact is DeLand wouldn't be what it is and the rest of the county, what it is, without train travel. Maybe we could put that tugboat there that is coming back to DeLand and have a display of that. Let's make the DeLand station the best we can to increase overinvestment and get something out of our investment instead of waiting on our hands to see what F DOT is going to give us. 

Whenever there is major change being done, FDOT comes and talks to the people and we need FDOT coming to the people to talk to us, we should wait until it's too late and get whatever they get us. Thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thank you, John Nicholson, followed by Alec (Unknown Name)? You will tell us when you get up here. John, tell us where you are from. 

JOHN: 
I didn't move anywhere. Daytona Beach. One thing, Jeff, I have a ride home to my park and I'm parked near DeLeon Springs, there is no parking outside â€“ it is packed. 

Hopefully we do not stay until 3 AM. If we do, can we have a lunch break? The agenda is small. It is one third the size of a normal agenda. I didn't stay until the end of the other meeting. I had a meeting at 4:30 PM and I left before item 6, I don't know what time you left. I doubt it was 4 o'clock which is what we normally do. 

If we hadn't shrunk this agenda, we would be here until 1 o'clock in the morning. (Away from mic) somebody mentioned Volusia Forever. OK? Daytona Beach contributed probably $250 million to Volusia Forever. We've gotten back $750,000. That was 25 years ago. 

We bought a piece of property so the arts and sciences could be accessed from the road. Other than that, we haven't gotten a dime. I do not see the balance on Volusia Forever. I understand people have to want to sell the property. We can ask. Especially the imbalance that is there. 

We need to look at how we spend our money and we are shafting one city that we should not do that. Secondly, and lastly is the flooding. Daytona Beach, the 40 years I've lived there, the town is flooded. 

The last couple of years, beech Street has been flooded. When they flood, those visitors lose a ton of money and nothing happens. Our downtown literally dies and there's no people. 

South Daytona had a problem with flooding. It kind of falls further south and Port Orange has a bit of trouble with flooding. Properties near the river had trouble with flooding. Two months before they got back to normal. 

I'm asking, some kind of committee and as some kind of study, some kind of something because Volusia County will not get better. We are going to build and take all of that nice land that sucks up that water and bulldoze all of those trees, that suck up all that water, and have constant problems with flooding unless we address it. 

I'm asking you, not only for Daytona Beach with has massive flooding, North and South are getting in, the East is getting at, there is no guarantee the West will not have flooding in the future. 

I know it's unusual that after a flood, but I will guarantee it will flood again and we can prevent it. We need to do that for our people and those people as well. Thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thank you. Alec from Daytona Beach Shores, will be followed by Michael Johnson. 

ALEC: 
Good evening, county commissioners. I have been trying to get the Volusia County DHSS data on Remdesevir usage in the county hospitals. The COVID-19 infections and deaths and the deaths in the county hospitals, such as Halifax and AdventHealth. 

I'd like to know the affiliations between the COVID-19 community affiliations with Volusia County DHSS data and the COVID-19 vaccine outreach. 

I was illegally they corrected by Doctor James Scott when I had long COVID-19 and they are injecting patients with Remdesevir. We know that Remdesevir is killing people. 

I'd like to get that data from Halifax Hospital, Daytona Beach. Volusia County DHS data â€“ I'd like to get the distribution data because I think it was definitely the distribution was terrible. A lot of people died from that. 

I'd like to see more accountability and transparency with the real COVID-19 data. I'd like to know if this county is affiliated with United Nations World Health Organization, the treaty signed with Biden who is requiring World Health Organization to affiliate with any DHS data protocols. 

I think we know that it was a CIA bioweapon from UNC Chapel Hill created with the Chinese. The chairman would be obliged â€“ I'd like the data. The real COVID-19 data from CDC or the DHS. That's it. Thank you. 

If I'm able to get that data, Mr Chairman... thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thank you. Michael Johnson? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, chairman. I'm from the unincorporated area in Smyrna County. I'm giving you guys heads up which will shock a lot of people in this audience here. I got back from DC. I've been dealing with different agencies and the federal government and some state investigations going on. 

This county again, Seminole County is involved with the major scandals by one of the politicians and I want to give you guys a heads up. This will be exposed soon. 

There are complaints filed with the Congressional ethics committee. With the office and Congressional ethics. With the Federal elections commission, and the saints commission, and other agencies up in the DC area where I got back from. And with the state of Virginia. 

This is an individual that came to Florida pretending he lived here when the facts showed it was actually maintaining his residence in Virginia. 

And soon, like to do if you can, Jeff, I'd like you to give me 10 minutes and I can give you the facts. We will go through slideshows and documentation to show the evidence we have. We can talk about the IRS liens, OHSA violations, stop selloffs, loss of business, firing employees, sexual harassment lawsuits, false business loans that were used in false addresses and false information to get the loans. 

Using false information, obtaining high risk loans from out of country capital risk agencies out of Canada... False military record, using doctored photos for his campaign. Making lots of false statements and there is a whole list that we have documented. These vulpine files with different agencies I have mentioned. I will let you guys know. 

Without mentioning name some of you will know who I'm talking about and we will let that go into later down the road. Thank you very much for your time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, that brings us to agenda item number 1 which is the consent agenda. Does anyone on The Council have an item they would like to pull for a vote or for discussion? Mr Kent? 

MR KENT: 
I do not, I will make a move to present the consent agenda as presented. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I did not speak soon enough. I will pull a item O. 

TROY KENT: 
I will withdraw... 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Is there a second? Mr Robbins. Excluding item O by Mr Kent. Any questions? All in favor of accepting the proposed agenda except item O? Any opposed? 

The consent agenda is approved seven t0 7. I have had a lot of questions on Item O, as you and I discussed on one item. The fact the public just talked about the sun rail station and coming to Volusia County. It is going to be very extensive, we do want to make sure to make it as good as possible. 

So the questions are, before the meeting had an opportunity to discuss with you is about the trail from the Sunrail Station, out in old New York, to get safely into DeLand. The public was afraid that was left off of our priority list for TPO. It turns out that is not the case. 

So if you would present that it would bring everybody together. 

SPEAKER: 
Case peer county engineer. What we have with the trail system is that we have (indiscernible) to go ahead and create a master plan for the counties trail system. He is in the process of that. He has been providing a draft. I think he is met with most of the councilmembers and we will be taking that to the public. 

Included in that master plan is the segment from 15A West. Everything east of 15 is within city limits. They did a feasibility study through the TPO. They will be responsible for that aspect. But everything basically from West over to our trail which we are in the process of designing, all the way over to the station, that is our response ability in conjunction with the developer for (Unknown Name). 

That is still in draft format and we did not assume the county would approve it and put it on the list. All we have there are the previous items that have been previously approved by the council. Assuming when they approve the master plan which will include that, then we will go ahead as part of last year's pursuit to seek funding for the project. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
As we discussed, that process will also include public impact? 

SPEAKER: 
Correct. That will include discussions on the rail segments. We will try not to get too detailed about exactly what limits in terms of whether or not it runs down Euclid, Forrest those types of things. We would always the go ahead with the city. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you very much. This is unusual in a Consent Agenda but we do have a member of the public who wanted to speak to it. And that if she is questions, maybe afterwards you can get with her privately outside of the meeting. Mrs Ardido? I did not see you, you have got to be here. Thank you. You have 30 minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. I am Marguerite Ardido, president of the (Unknown Name). We speak for trails and save equitable active transportation. What that means is any ground transportation that is not in a single occupant vehicle, so that include cycling, walking, transit and mobility devices. 

Because if we can secure a good plan for active transportation, for ourselves and for the future, we are on our way to a healthier, wealthier, happier, or self-reliant society. 

And we do not have that now. We do not have it in Volusia. We just had a full day active transportation for all workshop and it was pretty evident at the end of the day, that we are falling behind. 

Not just other countries, but our own neighbor counties. We are falling behind, they have an active transportation plan. It is more than a trail master plan that is part of it. And they are getting the projects in in timing and that is what is important. 

So, what we want people to understand is how important these project applications to the TPO are to our quality of life because we need to know what is in, and what is not, and more importantly what is not in because we need to be changing our transportation planning to consider vulnerable road users. 

And if you do not think you are vulnerable now, believe me, at some point you will be vulnerable either by choice or by law. 

So, it is really important and as you mentioned, especially the route from the land to both the sun rail station and the sun trails that are near the sun rail station. We do not want to wait until it is too late to get our project submitted because that is what guides our investments in our transportation and that is why we need an active transportation plan. 

And we are hoping that the TPO will use some of the 'Safe Streets for All'funding they received to develop a plan. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, any questions for Mr Kassbear? Alright, then we will call for a motion to approve item O on the consent agenda which is all of our referrals to TPO to keep them hot in the hotline. Jake Johansson? Motion to approve by Councilman Johansson. Seconded by Matt Reinhart. 

All in favor, say aye? Any opposed? Item O carries seven to zero. 

That takes us to... Probably... The item that at least half of the room, quarter of the room here is for is recognition of the 2022 2023 Citizens Academy. We had great attendance and we were looking forward to even better attendance next year. And you will tell us about that. Dana Paige-Pender. 

DANA PAIGE-PENDER: 
Good evening. I'm here this evening to present to you the completers of our 2022 2023 Citizens Academy. The individuals you see to my right applied back in the summer to be part of the Citizens Academy which began in September. 

We had weekly sessions every Thursday, field trips on Saturday. We had 12 sessions altogether. We began with 30 participants. Hurricanes Ian and Nicole caused a few to drop out. They are excited to be part of the next academy. Participants were from all across the county. 

If I may, there were two individuals with me here today that I would like to give special recognition to. Nicole Duschesneau and Tammy King were facilitators and if you can see whether outfits, they took their roles pretty seriously. 

(Laughter) 

SPEAKER: 
At this time I would like to present the participants of the 2022, 2023 academy. We had (list of participants of Citizens Academy). 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Congratulations all of you! Thank you for participating. Council, let us gather up and get a picture with them. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you so much. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, that will bring us to Item 3 which is probably the reason the rest of the room is here. This is a discussion to allow dogs on the beach. Just to let everybody know, the question will not be answered in finality tonight, but there may be a request to staff to rewrite an ordinance, create a new ordinance, or to do nothing. 

So, just to let you know. This is your, a bite of the apple. Suzanne? Assistant County Manager, Suzanne M Roth. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. I'm sorry, good afternoon. Councilmember Suzanne (Unknown Name). I am here to introduce the dogs on the beach discussion item very briefly for you. You have a lot of material in your packet, a great number of emails that were received, that were sent to you. 

Some this morning that were not included in the packet and others even this afternoon. 

So, an overview as The Council you may be aware that originally the beach code was adopted in 1987 and it prohibited animals on the beach except for service animals. 

And those are ADA-qualified dogs. Currently the county operates two dog parks that are on sand, at lighthouse point Park and Symrna dunes Park as shown here on the map. They are widely used as counsel may be aware. We did fund an additional animal control officer last fiscal year that splits their time between these two parks to help those animals and their parents, their human parents when they are at the beach. 

At least two other times, former County Council members since 1987 have talked about the potential of changing our beach code to allow for dogs on the beach. In 2014, and again in 2021. 

And really, the overview and backup material for both of those prior discussions were included in your packet. You had everything your prior councilmembers had. If you went over them you would find the points of discussion were pretty similar both times it had been previously discussed. 

There were discussions about environmental concerns, both to migratory birds in 2014, and to our turtles in 2021. There was a lot of discussion about having the potential of a trial or ongoing period for dogs on the beach. And maybe varying the hours of their being allowed on the sand, mornings, evenings, etc. 

There were talks about the regulations that would be necessary, as well as a lot of health concerns and a lot of public comment. 

In 2021, the Council had two different discussions in April, and again in June, in April, the Council asked staff if we would come back with some potential options for them to consider which they heard in their June meeting. 

At that time, there were four alternatives that we spent a lot of time presenting, and they range as you can see on this flood, from no changes to the current beach code. And three other options. An area between Bicentennial Park and North Shore Park. That is about half a mile. 

Staff had identified this location because we had good public parking on each end. About 80 spaces at Bicentennial Park, and well over 100 at the North Shore Park. 

We talked about another option which was â€“ I will call it the core of Daytona Beach, between International Speedway and at the north end of the boardwalk. Again, another traffic-free area. It was what staff was somewhat focused on in 2021 as initial rollout. 

Or of course, opening all areas of the county-managed beach to dogs and pets, possibly with different hours of permission. Regarding times, there has been a lot of discussion early, late, I would only add to that this evening that during turtle season, our turtles lay their eggs and hatch, most typically between dusk and dawn. 

Although they will occasionally hatch or lay eggs during the daylight hours, prolifically, they do that activity in the evening. If you do consider various hours, we would suggest that during turtle season we would discourage dogs on those dark hours. To try to minimize their impact to the turtles. 

Locations in the past when discussing locations. We talked about prime traffic vehicle areas, high and low, no traffic vehicle areas, and a part of that discussion. And potential impacts on service level. 

We do have lifeguards in towers and senior lifeguards that are EMTs, as well as certified lifeguards, that are on the beach. We have our beach safety officers that have been triple certified and the law enforcement component. 

They are primarily there to focus on the safety of swimmers, but they do respond to dog complaints now. I think Andy Etheridge is here this evening and can speak to that if you have any questions. As well as other staff impacts from the coastal division, and the animal services. 

Really, the issue for council if you consider dogs on the beach is to let us know what your expectations are for service levels and we can respond to them with whatever staffing impacts that may include. 

As I mentioned before, there has been discussions in the past over health concerns. I will note the Florida Department of Health did provide an updated page and 1/2 on this issue. 

This slide is incorrect, I believe it starts on page 449 and 450. But that was referenced in your packet. 

And as I mentioned before, environmental impacts were among the issues previously discussed. We do have some communication both from 21 and 14 from fish and wildlife agencies in the state and federal level expressing some levels of concern. 

Although, I wanted to point out that dogs on the beach are not part of our permit or habitat conservation plan. Any decision you might make on it would not be contrary to our current permit. 

As far as operating costs, I've really touched upon â€“ depending on the level of service that would be expected by the community and the Council, in 2021 and in the packet of information, it would note we had estimates on how much additional signage, and trash collection would expect to be. 

And really, the staffing and equipment is just a matter of whether counsel would like certain level of enforcement of leashing laws, or any other rules on the beach. We would respond to calls as we could with existing staff. 

As promised, we have kept our presentation short. I would note we have a number of staff with us from the coastal division, Director Fentriss from beach safety, Ginger Adair and Clay Ervin are here on the environmental issues on behalf of Growth Management. 

We have Steven Vitelli from the Department of Health who is here as well. We have director Adam Leith with animal control. My apologies, Adam. They are here for any questions that I cannot answer. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you very much, council before we get started, let's do this, and in keeping with what we decided the last meeting, if anyone has questions for staff that does not come out of your two opportunities to talk. 

We have 17 members of the public who would like to speak. I think we should hear from them next. You do have the opportunity if someone wanted to make a motion about a particular area, or a way to do this, you will have that opportunity. 

Does that sound fair to everybody? Any questions for Assistant County manager or any of the staffers here? You might want to ask questions later as the discussion goes on. Any to begin with? You did a great job. 

Alright, let's hear from the public. And we will start with â€“ in the order they were given to me, Bob Davis from the Lodging and Hospitality Association of Volusia County. Everybody knows Bob. He will be followed by Karen Clark. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon Chairman, County councilman. Mr George and Susanne. Yesterday I had an hour and 1/2 discussion with the lady that is so in favour of doing this, and she is a charming lady, has a great group. They are wonderful people and they love their animals. 

I represent the Lodging and Hospitality Association of Volusia County which is hundred rooms on the beach side. Some in DeLand or new Smyrna. 150 members that work with the lodging Association. 

We employ 51,000 people in hospitality in Volusia County. We love our animals and we all have animals. I have 100 I had three emails. you have received and not one was in favour of allowing dogs on the beach. 

It was brought to my attention which was misinformed that would bring more tourism to Volusia County â€“ that's not true. The Hampton Inn Shores is mandated, and all brand hotels are mandated to keep their branding by headquarters they must accept animals. 

The lady that has been running the Hampton Inn for the last 20 years has nothing but problems and complaints, and people checking out with animals staying in her resort. As a small hotel on the beach side and in the shores, she has (Indiscernible). We are not against animals but the truth of the matter is they do not belong on the beach. 

We have a lady that works with health department, her son was bitten, four years old, still under trauma. I believe all these level people I know and I cherish, who work so hard with their animals. 

We will do the job, but what about the folks from Orlando or the folks that use our beach? They could care less. Are the beach guests going to clean up the beaches? You have trauma and insurance liabilities sued. 

I happen to live in an area where half the people walk their dogs and do not clean up. What makes you so sure they will clean up the beach? We're not against anything but want to keep a pristine beach, one last statement. 

The closet is doing an $800 million renovations, the Renaissance is $600 million, the Daytona grant was over $200 million. The Plaza and your contract with the beach concession paid $35,000. To put tables, chairs, and servers like they do in Saint Pete and Clearwater. I thank you for your time and all my friends out here. But it ain't good. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Karen Clark. Who will be followed by Barry Hooks. 

SPEAKER: 
Karen Clark, Glenwood, there are a lot of discussions of dogs on and off the beach but I'd like to see if there is an exception and you know that you are a service dog when you do something for the patient. 

I'd like to have an exception put in there for the first responder service dogs. The K-9 units can the fire dogs, everything, let them be on the beach if you are not going to be allowing the service dogs. 

Can you consider that? It is probably not going to go through. Whatever the decision is, just remember the dogs that are jumping out of the helicopter with the guy in the middle of the forest searching people out. They need to have relaxation, too. 

I know it's a little off key but think about allowing them on the beach, also. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Barry, followed by James Hughes. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. I am Barry and I write a pets column for the Pets Journal. It is on every Sunday. (Indiscernible) although I am not Santa Claus and you are not the post office, they have recognized me as the pet expert. 

I am for the Daytona dog beach. I am for having it in a small area. We do not think having it on the whole beach would impact a lot of different people, a lot of people would impact. 

If they thought this area was only for dogs, I think people would recognize that and be happy. I represent a lot of animals and they have told me they would love to go to the beach. I mean, keep that in mind. Like I said, there are other options to consider and that would be a great option to have place to start for a limited period of time. Limited space. See how it goes. 

I like the Ponce Inlet and have a pass. I have been there twice. In one year. Why only twice? There is only one place to park. I have to park far away and by the time we get there, my dog is too tired to swim. There has to be another option besides New Smyrna and Ponce Inlet. I think this would be a great option. Thank you for your time. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
James Hughes followed by Paul Zimmerman. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, James Hughes, Daytona Beach. He stole all of my thunder, basically, we are trying to keep this to a small area, not the whole entire beach. I just became affiliated with the Daytona Dog Beach. 

I hope you had a chance to look at the presentation and that put together. I thought it was well thought out. Her passion showed through that. 

The first gentlemen, which I will not dispute, I am not a tourism expert, but let us all admit that our dogs are our family, they are part of the family. And why would you exclude them when there is ample area, designated area, to have your dogs at certain hours of the day is the term. 

That is really all I have to say, I just really hope that you will consider that and just remember that again, our dogs are our family, our kids. I am retired and our dog is our kid, so we like to take our kid to the beach, thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. Paul Zimmerman followed by Judith Malarsky. 

SPEAKER: 
Paul Zimmerman, Daytona Beach, Florida. I also speak dog, my dog has told me multiple times they like to go to the beach with me. A lot of times I am up early in the morning out there and there is not a soul on the beach up there. So, whether or not we do it early in the morning or later in the area or designated area, I do not understand why the county wants to continually take fund away from us and enjoying our beach. 

I hear Mr Davis talk about the visitors. What about the folks who live here? 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
We live here. I think we need to take some consideration over our visitors. God bless them, I hope they continue to come here but I do not want them to control my life, OK? 

So I am speaking in favor, obviously, of support this measure and I hope you all will come to some kind of decision either it is a specific area... There was one other thing, Flagler County has dogs on the beach. I sometimes take my dog up to Flagler County. There is people on that beach up there too. How could they do it and we cannot? 

Anyway, I am in favor of it. Please consider it, thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Judith, you will be followed by Nicole (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, thank you for allowing me to speak to this afternoon. My name is Judith (Unknown Name). I have a practice, I am the veterinarian who reported on finding feces on the beach. I wish I was not speaking just as a veterinarian worried about parasites but also as a grandparent. 

When my grandkids visit want to go to the beach I want them to have a clean beach to go to. I do not want them frolicking in dog feces. 

I am concerned about one of the things that was referenced in the PowerPoint provided to you, if you look on page 6, at the top and the square box. It says that toxocara roundworms, we can also get them through eating meat and that is completely false. I believe that parasite, toxocara, the long warm, if we get those parasites and as it can give us grains or ocular and because blindness. That has been infused with toxocara around cat feces. (Indiscernible) 

If there any questions you have of me I will be happy to answer them. Thank you for your time. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Nicole, I am sure I have slaughtered your last name. 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening, I am Nicole, I live in Deltona. I work, pay my taxes, I wait -- raised five kids who are not mine. I have pets as animals and my kids. Just like him I do not understand the need to take away our fun and I do think, actually people go on vacation with the dogs so they are more inclined to visit the area when they stay for a while. They can with airB&Bs and VRBO people do bring their dogs, leaving them in kennels. 

I do not care about me and my dog, I like anything after 15 years in law-enforcement, there is a time and place for everything so I am for dog beaches, just the place, the times and all that other stuff can be worked out as long as we are not taking it away from us. That is the reason I came today. 

I was so passionate, I came here with the intent that I thought you guys were just going to shut them down completely and I had to do my research as I was on my way up here. I work 60 hours a week so I'm glad to be here. Thanks for listening to me and that is just keep it fair for everyone. 

Make sure we all can a fun. We all deserve the opportunity and if we allow bikers on our beach, we should have dogs on the beach, that is all I gotta say. 

(Laughter) 

SPEAKER: 
I mean, come on! 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you for your service. How many of you guys are bikers? (Laughs) 

OK... Lisa Mickey? Followed by Mike from Ormond Beach. (Laughs). 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, I am Lisa (Unknown Name), I am speaking on behalf of Halifax River Audubon today. Everybody was talking with these, I want to be clear that I am a pet lover and I appreciate the animals and I appreciate pet owners who help their pets play by the rules. 

We have two very fine places for animals to re-create in our parks. I see them as they are happy little dogs out there running around. 

But what I wanted to address is the situation of the other things that are on the beach. Whereas the beaches may look empty, look open, sometimes there are shorebirds that are nesting out there. They are small, you cannot see them. They are easy to step on. 

Shorebirds are pretty important and we offer something for them. A lot of people do not realize that these birds, many of them are starting their journeys from South America, on their way to the Arctic tundra, where they lay their eggs on the beaches up there, and then turn around and fly back. 

So, we are on that flyway. We are an important stop on their journey. Last year, there were a total of 54 nests of Wilson plovers on our beach. These are pretty important spots for them. 

I do not need to tell you about the turtles. We always lead you a really good job with sea turtles and sea turtle nesting and that is important as well. 

But I would hope that you would think about this and consider these places, that the dogs already re-create our great, thank you for doing that for these folks want to get out there and run around and have a good time, but I implore you to please think about the shorebirds. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Ike (Unknown Name). You are way down the line. You will be followed by Nancy Logan. 

SPEAKER: 
County Chair Brower, Councilman and staff, my name is Ike (Unknown Name). I am a resident of Ormond Beach. I have lived there all my life like Paul. We grew up together. 

I am in favor of dogs on the beach. We always had dogs on the beach, at all times, until this 1987 ruling or ordinance came out. 

I own a bait shop and I gave Troy, Mr Kent, a copy of the signs that we have at the moment where we supply bags for dog owners to pick up the waste. And it works out great. OK? 

Bravard County, St. John's Co., all allow dogs on the beach that they have to have a leash that takes care of the problems of the birds, the turtles. If they are on a leash that you will not let them attack a bird or a turtle. 

These bags, why don't we issue these to the lifeguards, to the beach safety officers that drive up and down the beach, and to the people that is in the booths at the approaches? 

When you pull up there, if you have a dog in your car, get them to have a bag. If your dog goes to the bathroom, pick it up. We've got no trouble at Ormond or either parks with dog feces everywhere. 

This ordinance back in 1987, is a tired-ass ordinance. Time to change, thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Nancy, you will be followed by William. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi, good afternoon. Nancy, Ormond Beach, District 4. I would like you -- to encourage you to approve some limited dog friendly beach areas in Daytona and Ormond Beach please. 

It's my understanding you receive some support from Ormond Beach city counselors and they have identified a small area in Ormond Beach that could be potentially an ideal, dog friendly beach area. 

By providing a dog friendly beach area will be providing residents, the residents in our county, with better health, and savor beaches. Dog walking creates a more social environment in public areas as dog walkers are more apt to be trusted because people know their intent. 

So socialization could -- occurs more when people are walking their dogs. You know why they are there. So that social interaction, excuse me, is really healthy for residents in our community and it builds community. 

The other thing it does is it helps elderly individuals no that they may feel isolated in their homes, but when they are out there on the beach they are going to make eye contact, say "That is a cute little dog. What is her name?". They will socialize. It is healthy to have a human connection. 

Residents walking the dog on the beach are also what they call harm reduction residents. They are going to decrease crime because good people walking their dogs are going to watch out for other good people walking their dogs. 

And that is how they are going to make sure that they are the ones who are watching what is happening out there. And we know there is crime that crime will be reduced to a degree because people are out there with their dogs watching out for others. 

And also, of course, dog watching as a motivator for healthier living, right? It provides exercise, lowers blood pressure, reduces our stress. It regulates our heartbeats. We are all about trying to encourage each other to live healthy lives and this is one thing that will help us all live a healthier life. 

68% of Americans live with at least one pet. Many of them choose to only vacation where they can bring their pet. I am one of those people who consider my pets, Lola and I consider pets as part of our family. Everybody else in this room who has a pet feels the same way. 

So like thousands of Volusia County residents, I encourage you to let us go to public places, quitting our amazing beaches that we are so think before, let us go with her dogs to just a particular area and not make us drive 45 and as to new Smyrna. It's not practical for us, especially older adults. 

I promise you, like all the other good pet parents, Snowball will stay on her leash and there will not be trees that she and I were ever there. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
William Cox followed by Suzanne. 

SPEAKER: 
Council members, good afternoon and thanks for having us. I wanted to speak to the difference between sea dogs and seabirds. We love our dogs, I think we need a dog park that is big that you can throw the stick, they will catch it, they will bring it back and have all the fun, you get the exercise and the socialization. It solves the problem. 

There are seabirds that depend on food, nesting, and rest on our beaches. They are not just a couple of gulls - let me inform you about the birds. There are many kind. This is a very partial list. Laughing gulls, wing Bill gulls, herring gulls, Royal terms, Caspian terns, Foster's terms, Sanderling's, down mergers, bullets, ground pelicans, oystercatchers, black skimmers, that is a partial list. 

These birds depend on beaches, food, rest, and nesting. Please do not ruin the beach for the birds. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Susanne Armen followed by David. 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening and think you for giving me a chance. I live in Ormond by the sea. I do not favour dogs on the beach in any more places that are already designated for such. 

I've had dogs that I've loved to pieces and they were my kids as much as my own kids. I took them to the beaches. Where I could. I have that experience. 

And I did not really like that experience. I would not like to be subjected to that experience. I know you say there will be stations available with bags, and trash, so people can pick up the waste and that. 

Will they pick up urine? I mean, most people do not pick up the urine after dogs. Probably walking in it, playing, in it can possibly sitting in it, my grandkids are older but they play on the beach. There are lots of kids in the neighbourhoods that bring their grandkids. 

It is not a fun kind of atmosphere you get without a lot of pets on the beach. In my experience. I worry about what kind of monitoring there would be. We are not at that point yet. If it does actually happen I would like to see the monitoring be very strict. 

Also, if in fact â€“ again, I am very much against it even though I love dogs. All dogs, mine especially. I strongly suggest you all reconsider using Bicentennial Park as a base point, in either direction. 

If you stop and think about it, I understand the draw of the dog park being there. You probably already know that A1A is a treacherous area for pedestrians. We have an awful time right there. Matter of fact, there was a young girl killed there, not too long ago. 

Even though we've had the crosswalk adapted with the signs and the light, it is still terrible. As a matter of fact today, there is a Facebook page on there that has people talking about somebody trying to do the right thing and they stop at the crosswalk. People went around and somebody almost got hit. 

I would suggest to use the parking lots that are already beachside and Oceanside. If you're going to do that. Rather than putting them on Harold by crossing the street. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. David, followed by John Nicholson. 

SPEAKER: 
good afternoon, my name is David Hargrove. I've been in charge of the autobahn since 1987, since we already have somebody, I'd like to present the environmental Council of Volusia Flagler counties. 

This is a terribly bad idea that appears on the County Council agenda every few years. The myriad reasons for rejecting it have not changed. Areas open to dogs and owners, the majority of the owners abide by the laws and keep their dogs on the leash and responsibly dispose of their animals waste. 

There is always that 25-30% of owners who see restrictions on behaviour is gross government overreach. They looked both ways, release the dog from the leash, and watch as their dog releases a steaming pile of excrement on the neighbour's yard and sidewalk, or beach, if open to pets, and casually walk on leaving the dog droppings to become someone else's responsibility. 

That's why the veterinarian who was up here was in areas open to dogs right now. Under the county's agreement with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the the county is required to monitor shorebird populations. 

When the monthly surveys are done, one of the questions asked on the official form requests the number of dogs seen off leash, every month, there are dogs seen off leash while these surveys are being done. 

This area down and around Ponce Inlet is a federally designated critical entering habitats for Piping Clovers. These tiny shorebirds have been on the endangered birds list since its inception, and to all of the species seen on our beaches, the dog is a four-legged predator. 

There's little brains are unable to distinguish between the different predators. Why should they be penalized? When our children become infected with diseases from the microbes and dog feces left on the beaches, will the county have to contend with the medical expenses? Of course not, it will be dumped on us. 

Dogs are said to be man's best friend, perhaps they are, but that doesn't entitle them and their owners who share the beach with those of us who wish to swim in clean water and lay our blankets down on clean sand. Please select option one of no change. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
John Nicholson. Followed by Mark Sharif. 

SPEAKER: 
John Nicholson, Daytona Beach. This is the third time I have come to the County Council on this issue. The last time I was here, about three quarters of the people who spoke owned dogs and posed having dogs on the beach. 

These are dog owners, and obviously not prejudice against dogs, but each and every single one of them said they are not responsible people out there. You cannot say all these nice people behind you are saying yes, I will pick up for my dog, but not one of them can assure you those people who do not pick up after their dogs are going to do so. 

That is the problem! There are diseases with the feces left behind. When I was a kid, my parents always said, "Watch when you go to the playground or do the sandboxes." When cats get in there, ringworm, ground worm, etc. That is the problem. 

I have been bitten by dogs. My pet is wonderful and will not bite â€“ until after he bites you, then it's only a scratch. OK? These things to happen. 

We were discussing at the last time two years ago, seems like yesterday. Most of the people in the room opposed it. Right now it sounds like half-and-half, whether you like it or not. 

Mr Kent proposed every city be subjected to a dog park. The one for Daytona Beach was from ISB to north of the boardwalk. That is the most crowded park of the entire coastal area. That's where most of our tourists are and most of our big hotels are, you want to put dogs running around? 

They will unleash in a heartbeat. There are people that do not care. Alright? You have to go with the best for everybody. The thing that is best for everybody is you do not put a dog park on the beach. Find another location inland, the stadium, pick somewhere else. 

There is no guarantee and no statute that says you must put a dog park on every foot of the beach. We have two, and that should be plenty. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Mark from Ormond Beach. I'm sorry, I slaughtered your last name. (Unknown Name) 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, chairman, my name is Mark from Ormond Beach, Florida and am a proponent of having and giving this dog beach trial a shot. 

I was born and raised in Ormond Beach and after a few years of college I joined the Marines and served from 2000-05 and was stationed in California. When I was in California I lived out there for a few years, they have a lot of features, and they have a lot of problems, they don't get everything right but they had each dog beaches in San Diego County. 

Some are part-time and some full-time dog beaches. They allow for hours in the morning and afternoon, other cities have full-time dog beaches like in Ponce Inlet and New Smyrna Beach. Those are Delmar Beach and Ocean Beach, respectively. 

I had a dog out there and it all worked out and worked great. We can look at proof of concept where it does work and looking at the numbers, I did some research, in the US we spent â€“ the US pet industry accounts for $76.8 billion and 2 million Americans travel every year. 

Volusia County being a big tourist industry, that is something to be looked at. Also, with the numbers â€“ there's a lot of feelings associated and I don't want your worried with what's happening at or beaches. Looking at 100 yards or a mile is .06%, sorry, 6%, I'm talking about 6% of 1 mile and we have 47 miles in our Volusia County. 

A coastline of beaches. You are looking â€“ multiply that times five, 6% times five is .3%. Out of 100 you are looking at 00.3 is what we are proposing to have allotted for people and their dogs. 

This would be a zone or other people may not. You don't have to be in that zone and that .3%. You could be in the other 99.7% of the beaches in Volusia County and not have it affect you, or your kids. I'm all about health and safety. For myself, family members, and for our pets that we dearly love. 

I'm sure there might be a solution for the birds as well. I mean, there is a lot to be positive going forward that we can find a solution for. Thank you for your time. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Mike Dennis, followed by Glenn. 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening, kind of nice to be able to say that in one of these meetings. My name is Mike Dennis and I am - I live in Ormond Beach. I'm a dog owner and have pictures and would love to show you guys. We don't have enough time. 

Let's let common sense prevail on this! You know? I have noticed more and more restaurants have dog-friendly eating areas, and if anyone knows about dogs and food, if they are excitable, it's going to be when there is food there. 

I do not think we have ever had an incident in a restaurant. Have we? (Static) another thing, common sense tells me that the other counties, from Jacksonville to Coco, can do it. 

We are not smart enough. The birds that are flying in here must have signs that say, "Do not go to the beach. There are dogs there." You know? How can that be? That's not commonsense. 

Turtles, there are turtles up and down the beach. There must be underwater signs. Come on, let's use common sense. I have served on many, many beach clean-ups. I have yet to find a dog item on the beach. I can find dirty diapers, I can find, you know, all that stuff. 

The weirdest thing I have ever found was a drumstick â€“ not the kind that conductors use. The drummer. 

Common sense tell me if dogs are so bad for motels, and we have spring breakers are bad for motels, why don't motels object to Spring Rate? Let us use common sense. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Clint Storch and you will be followed by Nanette (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Clint Storch and I was on the Beach Advisory Committee years ago. It was created to look at beach policies and to have hearings on beach policies (indiscernible) I was the chair of it and of all the years that I was on the advisory, the issue that brought the most people to our hearing, literally hundreds, was not beach driving, dogs on the beach. 

The issue was, let us face it, you have dogs on the beach now. You have people taking their dogs to the beach. It is that simple. Mornings, nights, from times but it happens. 

The question was, can you create an area that would function in a way that would basically attract those people to go there instead? 

So we looked at this and we had a lot of hearings on this. And we had a number of very... Serious people that indicated that if it was allowed, they would absolutely pick up after themselves. Waste would not be an issue. They would absolutely maintain everything, every dog on a leash. They would absolutely bring water for their animals to make sure they were not drinking saltwater. They had something to drink. 

There were things that we could do to avoid any impact of the animals or the ecology and it would simply be, as Ms Loman said, a chance for people to exercise and walk the beach with her dog. Which by the way I do every day which is why am still walking. So it is a good thing for me. 

The thought was, at the time, why do not we create a test area? An area or a small area to test and see if it works? If people would actually do what they say they're going to do? Create an area, see if people will follow through, actually pick up and maintain everything on the beach. A small test area. And then come back in six months and see what the results are, whether it worked or not. 

At the time, we did have an issue because we had a health department official that indicated that any dog on the beach, no matter what, even for a few seconds before you scooped it up was going to create a health issue. 

So if you have a health issue, that he much scratched it. But it did seem like a test area was something that was looking possible. That was something we looked at at that time and that was the biggest issue we had of all time on Beach Advisory. 

It is fascinating to me the you have areas in Volusia that do it. It is possible and I would love to find out. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. Nanette (Unknown Name) of Daytona Dog Beach. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. I am Nanette (Unknown Name). I am a resident of Daytona Beach and I am the president of Daytona Beach Inc. In 2021, those who supported the opportunity to spend time with her dog at the beach walked away with a no vote. 

They were told by the leadership of this county that their freedom, opportunities, feelings, health and well-being did not matter. "Move on, go away keep away!" 

We have 47 miles of beach, but not for you! Not even a fragment of it can accommodate what you want. 

Since 2021 those dissolution people began to organize. We did not move away, go away, but rather we began to mobilize, reach out to engage, educate, research, build support, raise funds. 

Many of us have expressed ourselves both in emails and in person here today. I have provided for the record a copy of 2088 signatures we have collected in support for dogs on the beach. Our organization, now over 1200 members, have put together in front of you, we have not been able to see it but you have it, a measured inclusive approach. 

We developed a strategy which calls â€“ by causing us to engage and collaborate with the county staff, community partners, animal welfare groups, environmentalists, educators, tourism and business. 

As Mr Davis said, he and I spend a little over an hour yesterday, and we come from different points of view. And yet we were able to walk away respectfully with the key area of agreement. 

We want the very best for this area, its residents, tourists and businesses. We agreed, we hope to work together again in the future. 

These past few days I have received remarkable, positive outreach from residents, business owners, the Daytona Beach Convention in Business Bureau, the airport... We have been invited to numerous events in the area and we hope to continue our collaboration with these partners. 

If you choose not to move forward to accommodate dog friendly beach access, you will again tell us that we do not matter. You will undermine the opportunities in future possibilities that can be achieved when we work together. 

These last two years have been pretty divisive with people divided about just about everything. We are locked in a vicious cycle trying to prove our opinions are valid, that the others are not. 

Is there anything we can agree on? 

One thing that has become clear to me, our coexistence is the key to our existence. Challenge us, no matter what our position is today, to work towards goals that we can work on successfully together, allowing dogs on the beach can bring us together and make us a better community. Give us a chance to prove it. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you very much. Thank you for everyone who participated in a respectful and thorough conversation. Mr Troy Kent? 

TROY KENT: 
Thank you Mr Chairman. I want to start and to say thank you to this Council. Thank you for agreeing to have this discussion. I mean that from the bottom of my heart, I appreciate it. 

Ike Leary spoke, right before the meeting he gave me this picture he took next to his bakeshop. It talks about past week, please clean up after your dog, there are bags there. I will pass it down to the clerk so it can be included in the records of this meeting. 

And, fellow councilmembers, we received a letter that the chairman received, at least it was sent on February 8. I asked that this be at each of your seats and I am briefly, it is not a long letter but I will read it into the record. (Reads) "Dear Chairman Brower on behalf of (indiscernible) this letter is submitted in general support of (indiscernible) for dog friendly. It is the committee suggestion that the area near the (Unknown Name) be considered as a dog friendly beach since it has adequate parking, and appropriate crosswalk, beach access and is a compatible use. Thank you in advance for admissions that smack accepting the admission support and suggesting this matter be part of the discussion. Sincerely (Unknown Name)." 

We have an entire elected body who are supporting dogs on the beach. I'm not going to pass this down to the clerk because I know that the county has it in an email. 

I received another letter from the Halifax Human Society and of course I have no idea if you received it so I will read this as well. (Reads) "Councilman Kent, Halifax reserve society, both people and pets have been served since 1937. Our community continues to grows what fully is to live and work. Both Daytona and Ormond Beach have been designated as better cities for pets which speaks to residents desire for dog friendly accessibility... Increases exercise which improves public health. 

In addition, our economy is heavily supported by hospitality and tourism. There is an ever-growing population who travels with their pets. And while there are many pet friendly hotels in our community, we are limited on open spaces were responsible dog owners can engage with their beloved pets. We would like to voice our approval for the creation of another designated dog beach, in addition to Lighthouse Pointe Park and (Unknown Name). 

Accessible to visitors and visitors alike, in northern Volusia County. And urge you to vote in favor on Fairbury 21st, 2023. Halifax Human Society commends the (Unknown Name) for their respectful and responsible efforts to partner with the County Council to provide equal access to the beach for dogs and their owners, and to accept the responsibility for organized beach cleanups. Further insuring mutual respect and a long-standing partnership." 

This is signed by Pam Clayton, CEO, (Unknown Name), President, the secretary, Nancy Loman, (list of names). 

I do not know if you received the same letter but I will pass it down to the clerk can include that in the record of today's meeting. 

Council, like you I want to make our county better. I can tell you that I agree with much of what I have heard tonight. When I heard the comment about humans leaving a mess on the beach... I get aggravated on July 5, or on January 2. January 1 when I go down to the beach and I see what has happened and the mess that is left behind. 

We heard Mr Dennis talk today about dirty diapers. It blows my mind how someone could leave that for somebody else to clean up. 

I heard some comments but in my opinion, I would consider fear mongering. Because that is a way for... If you do not do what certain people want they will scare you. 

I was pleased to hear (indiscernible) so I say, to this Council, let us show our U.S. Congress how to do something right, let us compromise. Let us not have more dysfunction that I have heard from residents about former councils. 

I want to put it on public record that I'm not beating up former members. We have an opportunity to be shining start not only in our county but in our country would compromise to show how to get along. 

A good deal is usually a deal where neither side gets everything they want. That is what I am proposing. A compromise. Not the whole beach. Not the whole beach. But small sections. 

And at the very least, because I have been so excited about this meeting, gentlemen. At the very least, because I will not cut my nose off to spite my face, if we cannot agree to several small sections, at least a couple of test sections. To prove that this can happen successfully. 

Members of Council, residence, I went and counted every email I received on this issue. I personally received it to oh 5 PM, the number was 135 emails. Those in favor of dog friendly sections on the beach, the number was 86. Or 63.70% of those that send me an email. 

The no's were 39 or 36.0%. In an election that is not only a mandate but stomping. Today, people sending an email takes time. Showing up today, either side, I applaud you. Thank you for caring enough about your county, that you drove to the county seat. I appreciate what all of you said, even if you disagree with you. 

I appreciate that you are here. Today we had 18 people speak on this. We had one that I did not put yes or no so I put them in the middle. But there were 11 that want this. There were six that do not want this. The 11 that wanted, out of 18, is 61%. The six that do not wanted is 33%. In an election that is not only a mandate, but a stomping. 

I received an email from Mayor Diesel from Edgewater. Is he here? There he is. I replied and said, "I would love to hear from you. We've had that public comment." I wanted the Council to know â€“ I do not know if you received it, I received an email that was a lovely correspondent. Yes, we will meet face-to-face and it will happen soon. 

He was appreciative of the efforts. I am summarizing. 

Even though Edgewater doesn't have a beach, the mayor himself endorsed the idea. That is important to know. 

Here is my proposal â€“ and we can tear it up, change it can and do whatever we want. I give a lot of thought to this because I don't only want this to work, I wanted to be wildly successful. 

I want other counties to say, "Volusia County â€“ you've got it going on! You people know how to do it right. Yes, I want to follow that blueprint to success!" 

Here's my proposal, counsel: one 100 yard section in each coastal community, Ormond by the sea, Daytona Beach, Daytona Beach Shores, Ponce Inlet, and new Smyrna. 

Where? I have ideas, Bicentennial Park, there are ample parking there and room there. There is a rapid flashing pedestrian crosswalk there. There is a dog park next by. 

Everything in me about that location says that is the absolute winner for that area. We heard from the city of Ormond Beach and they like that area. 

If we do one in every coastal community, a total of six 100 yard sections. In Ormond Beach, I would recommend the area from Granada North, 100 yards. Why that area? Ormond Beach has already provided the parking. 

You cannot park in Granada Plaza. They're not OK with that. I do not blame them. The parking is for the businesses. Ormond Beach on (Unknown Name) Drive, I was a part of that. We have already designated ample public parking that our residents and visitors alike could use. 

That's why I say that area. Plus there are several very safe crosswalks right there. Why the reason for 100 yards? It is manageable. It is enforceable. Lifeguard stations next to each one. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Mr Chairman, point of order. We agreed 10 minutes â€“ it's been 10 minutes and 20 seconds. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. Staff, are you timing this? 

SPEAKER: 
I clicked the button when Mr Kent started speaking it would've been at 39 seconds. 

TROY KENT: 
That's fine, we can have slices, if Mr Johansson would like me to stop. And pick off from that second 10 minute slice â€“ I will do that. I will stop here. That is the rules we said. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We will come back to you because I think some of the other council members, Mr Santiago has a question for staff which isn't timed. If anyone else has questions for staff, Councilman Santiago. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. Questions and I will save my debate... (Away from mic) sorry. I will speak closer. Can you give us some background information? My understanding correct me, I may be wrong. 

We are unique because we have driving on the beaches. My understanding is along with that you need the ability to have additional strings or requirements, whether it's reporting, accountability, can you elaborate on that or correct me if I'm wrong and how that compares to other county neighbouring areas? 

SPEAKER: 
Mr Santiago, members of Council, I will try. I may rely on staff to fill in some of the gaps. Let me start by saying from what I understand there are at least two other places along the eastern shoreline of Florida that have some areas for driving. 

Portions of St. John's County and portions of Duvall. As well as Volusia County. We have an incidental permit and that is a permit from the US Fish and Wildlife Service that covers the potential death or injury to the endangered species act for turtles. 

Part of that incidental permit includes our habitat conservation plan, which is our series of commitments to mitigation, to offset any potential impacts to the endangered species. 

It includes monitoring in the morning, for example, during turtle nesting season. And the marking of those turtle nests that many people have seen up along the coastline. 

It includes reporting. Factors that Ms Adair and Ms Winters could speak to in terms of requirements to report on activities on the beach. 

How many turtle nests we have, how many hatched, and incidents that occur during the year of impact. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Is it because we have that permit by the feds we are held to a slightly different standard? Reporting and gathering information and accountability. 

SPEAKER: 
I would say that is correct. For Flagler County, our neighbour to the north, they would not have a permit because it's not on the beach although they do have turtle nesting demarcations on the beach. 

We have that take permit and allows for beach driving. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
In essence, you mentioned Flagler, they may not be held to the same standard as Volusia County because we have a take permit. Is that accurate for me to understand? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Thank you, Mr Chair. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Any other questions for Suzanne? Mr Kent has a question. 

TROY KENT: 
Flagler is not held to the same standard. What about Saint Augustine? 

SPEAKER: 
St. Charles County manages the beach in the Saint Augustine region. They have habitat conservation plan and incidental take permit. 

TROY KENT: 
They have dogs on their breach? 

SPEAKER: 
They do have dog sections on the beach. 

TROY KENT: 
You know how long we have had that? 

SPEAKER: 
I cannot say with certainty this evening and do not want to misspeak. 

TROY KENT: 
I appreciate that. They have it, it seems like it works and they continue to have it and I would say it continues to work. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
They have a section for horses, as well. Any other questions for Susanne? Go ahead. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Susanne, is there an consideration we need to take into account regarding our beach restoration or beach reconstruction as it applies to adding dogs to the beach? 

(Away from mic)... is there anybody that is concerned, frowned upon it, or otherwise question what we are doing here? I don't want to add more pressure perceived, or actual to turtles, clovers, blackwing Redbirds, whatever they are. 

While we are trying to have a construction on the beach, as well. Is that something we have talked to them about yet? 

SPEAKER: 
Mr Johansson, we are in dialogue with the Florida Fish and wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife currently over the issues of reconstruction activity, due to the impacts of hurricanes Ian and Nicole, as I think the Council is aware. 

Our habitat conservation plan and the states plan calls for construction act activity to cease at the beginning of the total nesting season, which is May 1, and not to recommence before the end of that season, which is October 31. 

We know that many of our coastal properties are damaged. Many have not received their permits to repair their seawalls, or whatever additional armament or mitigation they may seek to do to protect properties. 

Unfortunately, we have an upcoming hurricane season upon us. We have asked the two agencies to consider allowing construction activities to act past me first so people can continue to protect their properties. We have submitted on behalf of your staff a series of proposed mitigation measures to try to ensure that we protect against impacts to endangered species. 

As a consolation, if you will, for that ask. We have not heard from them yet about whether they are going to entertain an extension past May 1, or not. 

We have not for the purposes of disclosure, discussed this evenings hearing with them or discussion. I cannot speak to their opinion on that one. Would not want to. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
A following question â€“ we have two areas where dogs are allowed right now in Ponce Inlet and new Smyrna. 

We have talked about seabirds, shorebirds, turtles, dog bites, ringworm, hookworm, is there any data to indicate how it is going in both of those places? Do we have turtle issues? Do we have seabird issues? Or do we have any data to support what's going on out there that would make us feel better, or worse about what we might do here today? Or in the near future. 

SPEAKER: 
Let me say a couple of the things we have on our data on our inlet parks I will ask Ms Adair to come up and talk about whether there are any reports on impacts to endangered species on our inlet parks. 

We do have good activity and good visitation to both parks, as I mentioned earlier. We added animal control presence there this past year. During the very busy weekend days, our animal control officers have as many as 50 encounters with pet owners. 

Everything from requesting compliance with the rule to assisting with exhaustion or heat issues, or salt water infusion. It has been a Ranger approach. We are not trying to be heavy-handed, regulatory wise. Trying to see compliance and offer assistance and director (Unknown Name) could add more to that. 

Nonpeak times, those encounters might be in the 10-20 range during the day for it ranges depending upon the temperature, and the weekend days. We do have very few animal bite complaints. I was asked that question at one point in the last couple of weeks. 

We have maybe four or five bites a year. That is really over the entirety of the beach area. Some people mentioned we do have dogs that come down, especially in the afternoon and evening hours when we have limited beach patrol on presence. Ginger? (Away from mic) 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening, Ginger Adair, environmental management Director. The current dog beach areas are on the inlet parks. That is actually an area that is designated as critical habitat for piping clovers. 

We typically do not have turtle nests in those areas. It is not sandy beach. Occasionally there is a rogue sea turtle nest in there and we do not have data that shows that dogs are impacting sea turtles in those areas, because they are separated from sea turtles there. 

We do the monthly bird surveys as required by our Habitat conservation plan because that covers piping clovers as a protected species, as well. And we do document that there are dog incursions into marked nesting areas and those sorts of things. 

We do not have significant amounts of data because we do those monthly surveys and when we are there, we are not seeing that activity necessarily, but sometimes evidence of that and friends are those things,and get reports from folks that say, the dogs were in the marked areas. 

I don't have any specific numbers to tell you about those two inlet parks. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Help me understand where these birds nest. In the grassy areas? Not in the flat part of the beach? 

SPEAKER: 
It depends on the species. Some of the birds pieces that we have nest in the sort of area right where the grasses start and they are very camouflage. 

They put their nests in sandy areas. They look like the sand. The chicks look like sand. They are very hard to see. 

We mark it when we know it is there and have ambassadors out there to educate folks. On the open beach, what we mostly have our those birds that are resting. 

As part of their migration. In the wintertime you are probably all familiar with the phenomenon that we have where the gulls come to her beach and numbers. 

They come here and they spend the winter here. They are mostly on the active beach. It depends on the species. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Matt, do you have a question? 

MATT REINHART: 
I do. You talk about those speeches, low impact as far as the sea turtles are concerned. That would include New Smyrna as well? 

SPEAKER: 
The two current. Yes. The part that he manages 35 miles. The north of the southern understated federal parks. 

They are not managed by Volusia County and they are not covered in our incidental permit. The 35 miles of managed each, there are certainly areas that are lower density. 

You can visualize them by thinking about where the driving areas are. When the permit was first issued, the areas of natural beach management area and driving areas were transitional areas. 

They were mapped specifically based on sea turtle nesting density. The areas that are natural areas now are that way because they were our highest nesting density areas. 

The areas that we drive in, with the exception of the core of Daytona because that is actually permitted for driving. 

We don't drive there for other reasons. The driving beaches are the lower nesting density beaches. 

MATT REINHART: 
We still take the precautions for the hotels and lighting, etc., because there is a propensity that they are nesting there. 

SPEAKER: 
There are no sections where there is no nesting. 

MATT REINHART: 
Thank you. I have one more question if I may. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
When he finishes, just stay there. I have a follow-up question. 

MATT REINHART: 
We had talked about the actual amount of animal calls, dog calls, however you want to put it. 

How many have you received in the past year? 

SPEAKER: 
Chief Etheridge, Volusia County Beach Cape safety, last year we handled over 3000 calls. Those are just dogs on the beach. 

Right now dogs are not allowed on the beach so it doesn't matter if they are off beach, anything like that. 3781 last year, the previous year 4859. 

With that we handled about 3 to 5 bites per year. Again, keep in mind they are not allowed out there. We don't want the issues to come that come with them. 

As it stands that is why we are not going to have a lot of data on negative activity. The fact that they are there currently is a negative activity in itself. 

MATT REINHART: 
Of the calls that you've received, have they identified any of them with regards to the sea turtle nesting? Out of curiosity. 

SPEAKER: 
I don't personally have any experience with sea turtle nest impact with an animal. I can't speak to that. 

MATT REINHART: 
I appreciated. Thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Don Dempsey was ahead of me. Along the same line I am wondering. Let's say that there is legal dogs on the beach but they have to be leased. How do you enforce that knowing that you can't be everyplace all the time? 

SPEAKER: 
Likely enforce any other. We prioritize and reexecute. We have a lot of things that go on down there. 

If we get a call about it we will respond in time. As priority calls dictate. That is my best answer for that one. We will handle it as it comes. Depending on the priority of the call. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Do you have any suggestions for repeat offenders? Do you know of someone â€“ this is the fourth time that he has been called or she has been called for having her dog on the beach without a leash. 

SPEAKER: 
We have attempted multiple ways to try and track these things. Our system is pretty good. We will run their names. We don't currently do any type of criminal history check on people with their dogs. 

If we encounter them over and over, that is typically where we end up with our law enforcement actions. Last year we had about 4% of our encounters ending up in some type of law enforcement action. 

That is about 164 arrests for dogs. Typically because they are multiple encounters with the same person. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
You run the beach like it is a park. As Rangers. Our officers tried to be friendly. 

If you are talking to someone about a dog on the beach, I am guessing, maybe the first time it is a warning. Second time is a ticket. 

We could write into the ordinance that if it is a repeat offender they get healthy fine. 

SPEAKER: 
I would caution that because it would be difficult to manage. That is going to be tough to try to coordinate with all of the officers with everything going on. 

Obviously we will do whatever is dictated. We will figure it out and manage it. The more moving parts in the ordinance, the more complex it becomes to manage. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Don Dempsey. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
This is for Suzanne. Suzanne, is this something â€“ how often do we have to apply for a permit every year for beach driving? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
It is a multiyear permit. Our incidental take permit expires in 2030. It took us five years for the review process for the initial incidental take permit so that we could expect to start working on our renewal in 2025 approximately. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
How long is that good for once we get the renewal? 

SPEAKER: 
25 years. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
You are saying this is coming up in the next five years? Seven years. We are going to start working on it in the next five. 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
Yes, sir. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
When we get this obligation up for review, is this something that we just get a slamdunk approval on? Is this something that we get a lot of scrutiny with the environmental agencies that grant these permits? 

May it hurt our ability to renew our permit? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
We discussed at the staff level whether we thought this issue could have an impact on the renewal in 2030. I don't think any of us here have a crystal ball. 

I think it is very easy for me to say that the permitting process that we experienced previously was rigorous. 

We would expect that to be the case upon our renewal. If I were to be asked is it a slamdunk, I would have to say no. It will be a very thorough process. 

It will include considerable public participation. As it has in years past. In terms of having an ability to predict whether this issue could in fact help or hurt us on the renewal it would be speculative to try to answer that. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
If there were a lot of complaints about him affecting the turtles and the words, do you think that that would significantly endanger our ability to drive on the beach? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
The way that you phrase the question, if there were significant concerns I am sure that that would be an issue raised at the time. 

It is hard to answer it any other way. I think all of the issues on the beach will be under a critical eye upon our renewal and we will do our best to ensure the continuation of beach driving at that time. 

It is hard to know what the issues we will facing will be. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Troy Kent. 

TROY KENT: 
First one for Chief Etheridge. I wanted to make sure that I heard you correctly. Your staff fields over 3000 calls this past year. 

With incidents with dogs and there was not one of them that involved dogs and turtles. 

CHIEF ETHERIDGE: 
Not that I am aware of. 

TROY KENT: 
You are the Chief. You would be aware of it. No more questions. I would ask like to have â€“ thank you. I am sorry. Ginger Adair. I have a couple questions for you. 

It is an outlier. It is an outlier that there are turtle nests at the Smyrna and Ponce Inlet parks. But it happens. 

GINGER ADAIR: 
It is a rare occurrence. 

TROY KENT: 
There is been zero visible grew from our staff seeing dogs in the nesting area of the bridge that you mentioned? That is what you said I am pretty sure. 

GINGER ADAIR: 
We have not seen it directly. We see dogs in nasty areas like in disappearing island but we are not talking about disappearing island. 

TROY KENT: 
That is not what we are talking about. The areas where we have approved, this county is approved dogs. I specifically said the Smyrna and Ponce Inlet parks. Is that correct? 

I then heard you say that our staff has heard from people there that they have seen a dog there. Do we have any experts on staff that you are aware of looking at the tracks that are saying this is a dog. 

Do we have experts that can decipher between â€“ people are going to say it is ridiculous. Do you? Between dogs and a fox and a raccoon? 

Do we have anyone saying this is what we think these are? Any truck that we see. That is a dog. 

GINGER ADAIR: 
the bird nesting areas? 

TROY KENT: 
They haven't impacted the turtles at all. No staff, ever. Never? We have only heard from people? 

GINGER ADAIR: 
We have experts on staff that can identify tracks but your question about evidence we do not have any specific evidence in the nesting bird areas in the inlet parks. 

TROY KENT: 
To your knowledge, have any experts on our staff that can identify tracks, have they ever been called out to look at those drugs? 

GINGER ADAIR: 
It is our staff that does those monthly board surveys. 

TROY KENT: 
I would like to have an email to know what they saw, how this happened. I'm not quite done yet. Do we have any numbers on the animals â€“ I am coming up with these off of my head. Foxes, raccoons, diamondback rattlesnakes, pygmy rattlers, that we have as far as real numbers of these animals are eating these birds in those areas? 

That is all the questions that I have, chairman. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Suzanne. I am looking at the costs. We are probably going to need another animal control officer. 

Do we know the associated costs around hiring, equipment and all that stuff? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
Last year when we brought you counsel the funding request for animal control officer the salary and annual operating costs were estimated to be no more than hundred thousand dollars. The actual costs were slightly less than that. There was one time purchases of animal control vehicle as well as other equipment, vests, computer, etc. 

That was roughly $40,000. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
How much crown can they cover we had to order additional for those two dog parks down south. How much can they handle in terms of if we had multiple (indiscernible) in those municipalities. 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
I would invite (unknown name) to add on, we add one full-time animal control officer who works for days a week 10 hours a day. We asked that be the hours for the officer and they split their time between the two inlet parks which although they are close together geography, the drive takes a while to go around the inlet as we know. 

We supplement animal control with some other law enforcement officers over time patrols when that officer is off duty that two days a week. 

I think what I have heard so far has been positive. About that level of staffing for the two inlet parks and while it's not a full-time presence all the time, it's been a good amount of presence at the right time. 

We think so far that's been a good indication it was the appropriate staffing level. That person started in August and we had some time around the hurricanes where those inlet parks were closed. We are still gathering data. I would like to have some more time for us to go back with a full year's worth of experience. And revisit that. 

If we were looking at multiple dog parks up and down the beach, I would say similarly we could share that kind of patrol amongst the areas and it would be more than adequate to do that again, it would depend on its location. 

As counsel I'm sure is aware, our animal control officers work in unincorporated Volusia County. We talked about in 2021 so for places like Bicentennial Park that's already part of unincorporated Voluisa County, we have patrols in that area that could be incorporated on the beach there. 

But in some of our other cities, it's not an area where typically staffed at so we would expect longer response times if we did not add any capacity to our officers. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Do we have an approximate cost for trash receptacles additional ones in those areas? Do you know what it costs us now per quarter or half a mile? Do we have any of that? Also, what would it cost, we need someone driving with a side-by-side picking up waste as well if we have any approximate costs. 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening just for interest. The cost for trash collection depends on the level of service and expectations. Full-time attendant... (indiscernible) every time we do a trash run. For some of the newer folks we can do it six times a day during peak season and off-season twice a day. We have a walking partner, someone assigned to their who walks the beach by themselves. $19.70 an hour. $24.75 for a porter with UTB. And that depends on how large an area. If you come up with something a mile long we will get them a UTB if it's 100 yards it's walkable. I wasn't ready to give you phone numbers. 

The trash question also comes with a doggy bags as well. If we do provide a trash Station is specific to dog scat collection. You are looking at about $500-$1000 again depending upon how big this location is in the number of access points into the location. 

That also depends upon your trash collection. If you have six access points into it you need six trashcan so they can deposit the waste on the way out and also collect a bag on the way in.


You are averaging about â€“ it's nominal on trash collection because we wouldn't take our regular blue and regular cans and duplicate the effort. It's based upon the level of service you want is to provide to the residence. And visitors. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Parking, we are maxed out in southeast Volusia especially New Smyrna we have a parking issue. It's not available on a regular turn. I field a lot of complaints with that. It said that 10 AM especially on the north end, residents can't even use the park â€“ County Park parking. Say that five times fast! 

What, per location, what are we looking at in terms of additional parking needed so doesn't have an adverse effect on the neighborhoods cars, lawns, blocking driveways, sidewalks â€“ do we have any idea of what our dog beaches â€“ dog parks call for in terms of parking? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
If you talk about Bicentennial Park where we have a dog park located between the beach and the river, it's a very popular dog park but that park also has tennis courts, basketball courts, a playground and softball field. 

I can just speak for personal experiences, I'm sure many of us probably could, that parking can be tight on the peak weekend days there. But we have a separate, I think 82 space parking lot that is on the very far eastern side that is across from the beach. 

It has some pavilions and a restroom facility. It does fill up on peak days as well, but I think it can be true for many of our beach parks. We have some off beach parking planned to come online in the city of Daytona Beach. 

In probably 2024. It had been previously approved, acquired and planned for. But other than that, we don't have any beach â€“ additional off beach parking spaces and consideration. What we may need depends upon what locations we are talking about and it will fluctuate during the year. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
I know we received a letter from Ormond Beach for support in unincorporated Volusia. To have any other letters of support from any of our coastal communities? I know Port Orange doesn't have any access, or land â€“ city property along the beach. Do we have anything from new Smyrna Beach? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
I'm not aware of any correspondence from other coastal cities on this issue. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Ultimately it would impact them as well and their communities. Thank you so much. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
David Santiago. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
To follow up on the last question about other cities â€“ I know we have a letter of support from officials and Ormond Beach. They've taken a public stance with their governing body. This is a County Park, does Ormond has a (indiscernible) on the beach? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
Yes they do in the Romano Beach Park which is just north of Harvard. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
The city of Ormond has a park on the beach? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
Yes. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Chief? What is the fine currently if any, for someone to bring their dog on the beach today? 

SPEAKER: 
$50. County ordinance. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
How many fines to be issued in the last fiscal year? 

SPEAKER: 
164. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
To track warnings? 

SPEAKER: 
347. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
What is the fine, the dollar amount? 

SPEAKER: 
$50. If it's an issue of not picking up after the dog it's $100 for litter. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
That's all my questions I'm just waiting for debate, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Jake. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
We've talked about big and little portions of beach. Is there any indication that dogs are more comfortable with less â€“ I'm afraid that 50 people on day one or 100 people will jam into this 100 yard spot and we will see a bunch of dogs getting used to each other and go "I told you it's not gonna work." And our dog parks are not beach dog parks. Is there any indication that a lot of dogs in an enclosed area is not good? I ask that having just gone to the DeLand dog parade where dogs were pretty congested and that was a pretty benign environment. 

But I don't know other than that anecdotally. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. Counsel and Mr Johansen. Adam link director of animal services. We find there is a requirement for animals especially during inspections we do find areas where there is large concentration of animals there's typically a concentration and competition for resources. We find a resource guard when there's higher concentration then can be supported by that environment. 

Depending upon the size and the day and concentration of the animals, it will be factors we need to consider in determining how much space one particular dog might need. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Troy Kent. 

TROY KENT: 
Suzanne? Even though we heard we had over 3000 calls, for dog incidents there's not one where they messed with the turtle nest. Where is our hotspot of our 42 miles, where's the hotspot of turtles? Nests? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
I think as Miss Adair mentioned, our natural beach areas are our highest concentration of turtle nests. I would defer if you would like a specific part of our natural area that you think has the highest concentration. 

TROY KENT: 
I would love to hear it and here's why. I was told about 10 years ago, from Andy Romano himself that in Ormond Beach drivable area from Granada to Harvard beach approach during turtle nesting season there were three turtle nests and then, we talked about Canaveral seashore which part of that is Volusia. And that there were 3000 nests there. 

We were impacting what so many people could do with three nests, and we might be better off, looking at the raccoons voracious appetite for turtle eggs with the 3000 nests down in that area. So yes, can you have someone come up and tell me where the hotspot is in Voluisa County for turtle nests? Miss Adair? Because my next question is for Miss Fentress. 

GINGER ADAIR: 
So our highest nest densities occur on the north and south part of the county. So probably 5 miles from the county border south in Ormond Beach and then 5 miles north from (indiscernible). 

TROY KENT: 
You mentioned trash pickup â€“ did you say six times a day or two times a day? Is that what I heard? Those options? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes or peak season Memorial day weekend six timesâ€¦ 

TROY KENT: 
Blue trash cans that are there? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes sir blue and yellow. 

TROY KENT: 
I'm flabbergasted with that just because for insurance purposes, I live 1400 feet from the Atlantic Ocean and we utilize the beach often. And I see, the gentleman go by on his four wheeler with a trailer behind him and grabbed the trash. But I will have to do a better job of paying attention because I have never, in my 47 years of human existence, seen them pick up more than once, ever. 

So that's amazing to me. Thank you for that and then, Miss Suzanne. Another one for you. Did staff, because great questions I'm hearing here from my fellow councilmembers. Did staff, ask any beachside communities, how they are elected representatives felt about dogs on their beach? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
No we did not. 

TROY KENT: 
Counsel I can tell you and I mentioned it in another comment, I went to the city of Ormond Beach commission meeting as an individual resident, Troy Kent stated it in public record not speaking for the elected body and told him about this idea. They made a decision that night to do that. I also went to the city of Holly Hill, and at their commission meeting. They don't have a beach. I don't want to be pushy, so I didn't go back and ask the mayor or the commissioners anything about it. I purposely, did not encroach into the other districts. 

I'm not large. I am not County Chair. Into district 4. It didn't work out for my timing. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Is there a question? 

TROY KENT: 
I asked if I reached out to any other communities. Thank you very much. That is the end of my questions right now. 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
If I can make one correction. You asked me if they had a different park and I believe that there is one other city beachfront Park at Granada and A1A. 

On the north side of the Granada ramp. It occurred to me when I sat down that it didn't mention that. There is a replica of the Ormond garage there. Thank you very much. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Matt Reinhart. 

MATT REINHART: 
Thank you. More so of a statement and not a question. Let it be known that I did in fact go to Ponce Inlet. I tried to make the same arrangement with Daytona Beach Shores. Unfortunately the mayor was up in Tallahassee addressing bigger issues right now. 

Not that this isn't a big issue. It is. We have got some devastation that she is addressing. I reached out to Ponce Inlet and I didn't put in any one way â€“ I simply ask for their opinion. 

And to answer an email which they did. Thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Another quick question for you, Andrew. What time do you close the gates to the beach approaches? 

CHIEF ETHERIDGE: 
7 o'clock during turtle season. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
How is law enforcement conducted after they close? 

CHIEF ETHERIDGE: 
We don't have as many calls for services overnight. At sundown our shifts will secure for the night. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Don't go away but it is very short. Do you have staff that works at night? From either one of you, why would we need another animal control â€“ how many law enforcement officers you have on the beach? 

CHIEF ETHERIDGE: 
58 worn and that includes myself and my administrative staff. Administrative staff that are of Frank. He will have typically 20 officers on the shift per day. 

It is spread over the entire... 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Then I'm wondering why we would need another animal control officer unless you are thinking that â€“ I am assuming that a complaint or an issue that comes up is going to be law enforcement. 

Somebody thereafter hours are up dog on the beach. Are you thinking it is going to be out of control animal that require your services? 

CHIEF ETHERIDGE: 
I would like to commend myself because I think the fact that we haven't had too many adverse actions he reports shows that our enforcement levels are actually working. 

The enforcement efforts are working. I want to put that out there. I believe if they wanted to have some staff there all the time that is when they were talking but having another animal control officer. 

That officer is dedicated to those parts. We have a lot of things that we deal with on the beach. We are spread out at any given time. 

We could be miles away from one of those parks. We would be responding in a response capacity instead of a proactive capacity. 

It would be anywhere that you have one of these planned areas. We would be able to enforce as we are driving through, as we incorporated into our everyday patrols. It would become part of her routine. 

If you wanted to have somebody stop there full-time, I believe that is where the discussion came from. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
We have 47 miles of beach and you said we had 57 law enforcement. Thank you, both. Who is next? David Santiago. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
It look like it was empty and I figured if we want to do â€“ we are probably ready to enter into debate. Prepared to start the debate if so inclined. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
I think that Danny was up as well. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Clay, I am going to drag you right into this. In our charter, you are probably the resident expert on this. 202.4. Within not come about halfway down, protection from such resources of the county belonging to the general public close-ups such other environmental standards as the Council determines to be...(Reads). 

And then it goes on to minimum standards that the County Council show pretty much obey or follow. How would this affect our charter or how does this expanding it â€“ does it go against what was created or what was entered into our charter? 

If you are able to answer that. If not, I understand. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
I can speak to it from the current status. Clay Irvin. We have the ability to oversee certain aspects on the beach such as dunes, reclamation, permitting for those purposes. We also have the implementation of the sea turtle lighting. 

In regards to how the scanner cannot be impacted to the charter, I am going to have to let Callum speak to that. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon or good evening. 202.4 for the County standards. This discussion on dogs on the beach doesn't really impact that. 

Your authority over the beaches section 205 of the charter. That is one of the two provisions for the county has exclusive jurisdiction over the beach. 

Regardless of whether or not it was previously were formally within the municipality, section 2 of five, as well as the beach code governs the beach. 

As well as the approaches. The approaches connecting to the beach and anything seaward of the seawall line or line of permanent vegetation. 

The county exclusively regulates even if is was in the city. It is not a minimum standard. It is what rules that you apply on the beach pursuant to the charter and pursuant to your customary use. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Jake Johansson. Do you have another question? Mister Santiago brought up a debate. 

We don't have a debate until we have a motion and a second. We have a proposal from Mister Kent. Would you like to put that in the form of a motion? 



TROY KENT: 
I need some clarification. Point of clarification. I was thinking that Mister Santiago had purposely put my name back up there because I wasn't finished with my proposal. 

And with my proposal you all weren't able to hear it completely. I think maybe that is a little premature to have a motion when we haven't heard that. 

I would be happy to use my second 10 minutes to finish it and I think it is actually going to be way less and not because there is not a lot left. 

I will see what... 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Do that and I would encourage you to save part of that 10 minutes because you will probably want to... 

TROY KENT: 
Let me get my stopwatch out since that is how this is rock and rolling. 

(Multiple speakers) 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Before we get catty with each other, we all agreed on these rules. We all agreed to follow them. I just want to follow the rules. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
If you think I was being catty... 



JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Before it gets there. That is all I am saying. 

TROY KENT: 
I which I wasn't being catty either. I want to make sure that I follow by the rules that I agreed to. That is why I shut up and quit talking when there is a point of order. 

This proposal. One 100 yard section in each coastal community for five mentioned them so I will not do that again. Where these areas? For us to decide. 

I told you about my ideas for men by the sea in Ormond Beach. The reason why this 100 yards? It needs to be manageable. It needs to be enforceable. 

Lifeguard stations next to each one. They will not manage this. They will be the eyes and ears. Notify beach patrol, beach safety, or animal control, then we must enforce our rules and expectations with heftier fines. 

Way more than $50. We must have pet friendly signage with rules and expectations laid out. Dogs must be on a leash at all times. 

That leaves cannot be retractable, and it cannot be longer than 6 feet. Dogs cannot go after any wildlife. Birds or be in the dunes. Pet waste must be picked up by the owner. 

The county should provide bag waste stations with garbage cans and signage with our rules and expectations and that liability lies with the owner of the dog. 

If the county is sued, I will vote upon intended, to unleash Michael Dyer and is very capable group of attorneys to vehemently defend the County residents and the county against any frivolous lawsuits. 

We will not be sitting ducks. We have an attorney and he has a team that is extremely capable to handle this. My favorite types of deals, counsel, or partnerships. 

We have an opportunity to have a public, private partnership with Daytona Dog Beach Inc. They have been raising considerable dollars over the past two years. 

If we create any dog friendly sections on our beach, I have been told by their president that they will gladly help with the very minimal cost associated with this. 

You all know where I stand on this. I campaigned about this. Heck, I even brought it up at our very first meeting to have this very discussion that we are having tonight. 

Of the 135 number of emails I have received I couldn't help but smile at the ones where people referenced their dogs. I thought of mine, Ms Daisy and badboy Dudley. 

The joy that they get when they see their dog smiling while visiting Flagler Beach. It gives the dog owner joy. In our world today, I want to vote for more joy. More smiles. 

With human beings and their K-9 family members. And from what I heard tonight. Three minutes, 10 seconds. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
David Santiago. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Are we in someone needs to make a motion that we can debate in the motion debate? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
We still don't have a motion. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Can we go forward with debate and degree by consensus to give the staff the ability for an ordinance later on. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Everyone good with that? County Attorney's, good with that? 

Go for discussion. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
I appreciate your passion for this. I want you to know that I am sitting here and listen to everything, trying to find a way to support my colleagues initiative. 

I want to talk about a couple points and I want to listen to my colleagues and see where that brings me. 

I am compelled to share â€“ there was comments about a test period. I think they talked about a test area. I feel that your proposal of one in several areas of 100 feet might be more than just a test. 

I might be able to get to the point where I say one area along with some partners. Some people spoke here today about speaking dog. I like to keep along with that. 

I think I had one moment where I was able to speak dog. It was at the dog park in Ponce Inlet where a friend of mine invited us to go to the beach. I said great, I will go to the beach. 

They said we have to go to the dog beach. There is a dog beach. I had no idea. I went to the dog beach. I don't have a dog, my daughter does. Long story short I have to say that. 

It wasn't a good experience for me. I appreciated what we had. I'm giving you a different perspective. The problem wasn't the dogs, it was a dog owner. They thought that I wanted you brought their dog. I wanted to enjoy the beach. The hundred foot leashes were the problem. 

I did see areas where there was dog matter. Then I spoke dog. My friend Had this toy dog she paid $1000 for. Then another gentleman he was a 100 foot leash. Wolflike dog. You to full, he felt we needed to pet his dog and they needed to do the sniffing test and right there within 30 seconds of all the nice stuff that happens, that Wolf dog, what I call a Wolf dog, turning bit that little dog and grabbed it in the neck and it turned into a chaotic scene. 

The scrambling happened, got the dog out, punctured the dog, didn't kill him, and here's my dog talking moment. I looked at that dog, and a dog said to me, "I never want to come back here again." That little puppy. That was my dog talking moment. There are two sides and not that I'm trying to save stuff I've never been back there but I respect dog owners and their passion and family member â€“ I'm trying to get there with the real test. 

I think the fact that Ormond, the city of Ormond has taken the public position. I would be open to taking them up on that and partnering with us. Let's put it at their city Park. No issues with that, but to suggest that it's only in our County Park, that's maybe a partner or may not be one. If you're serious about it and that County decides to go down that path, I prefer put down a section of city of Ormond Beach as part and figure how to do that. 

I agree the findings need to go up and you need to find people more for these issues. While we receive these emails many people complain about the current status of people walking their dogs in areas where they shouldn't be on the beach. I would up the enforcement, be aggressive with it, from the perspective of you violated our code in years a ticket.


I don't like warnings. But in also increasing those fines. Councilmembers I'm really trying to get there and I would like to hear what my colleague said but the proposal just is too much of a test. I could get there one area with defined how we will corral these dogs in this 100 yard place. So the parameters around that have to be really important to come back to me to sign off on it. 

But I want to take you to the next step my friend, but I wanted to share my nutty Professor moment I had. My wife will kill me for sharing that story. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Jake Johansson. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Thank you Mr Chairman. I will set my timer here. I will tell you my wife's story. Two of them. 

The first one is, as most of you know we have been around the nation in a prior life. I've been to many dog beaches, Ormond, San Diego, most of the beaches we went to that were dog beaches are in the last stretch of beach before some things stops it. 

So, if two people or four people are walking down the beach and they don't want to be part of the dog beach, they just don't go that last hundred yards or 200 yards. When we lived in (unknown name), my wife chose to sit in the dog portion of the beach just to watch them frolic in a pitiful Irish setter Pete on her. That didn't work out to well for us but we still liked the dogs on the beach. 

Subsequent to that my sister-in-law brought her dog here, and went to Ponce, drank a lot of salt water and you can imagine what happened in our home later that evening. Those are our two dog beach incidents. It's unfortunate. 

The third thing I would like to kind of chat about, I mentioned it earlier, is I watched a lot of dogs in Deland this weekend and last year at the parade. by and large, they all seemed to behave because they are on tight leashes. 

They are all four or 6 feet and I don't know what the rule is for that parade. Walking back and forth on the sidewalk, some kids are scared of dogs and backed away, some kids want to pet dogs and the owners seem very cognizant of that. 

The owners at the Deland parade are not the ones breaking the law. Or out on the beach. I know that as well. Somebody mentioned that 30% of the people are not rule followers out there. Well, those 30% are already probably going out there and they are going to continue. So those are the folks we need to watch out for. We talked a lot about seabirds and shorebirds today. I find it interesting we are concerned about dogs on the beach but we still want to drive on the beach and let our five-year-old hassle the animals running around on the beach. 

We don't keep track of our kids as well as we could and we definitely drive on the beach closer to some of those nesting areas by backing our vehicles into that area. Then we should. 

So, to allow vehicles and allow people, and kids, and say we put a limit at dogs? That's a hard stretch for me. So, I'm having a problem wrestling with that. 

As I said, people that are are you responsible are already irresponsible and will continue to be. I wholeheartedly support increasing the fees and utilizing the beach patrol to manage that. As far as calling more staff, to make it a bigger staff, I imagine chief Etheridge is already stretched too thin and doesn't have enough people to do the job we've asked him to do. 

As well as the local city and county sheriffs and police forces. This is just another requirement that will be stacked up in order of priority. I don't know if adding another person is really going to change the way things are done there. I wonder about the cost of adding all these things. I know that (unknown name) and the team over there, is willing to step up and help with some of this. I know the costs aren't that much, but I'm with Mr Santiago. 

I think a test or beta, as long as it doesn't interfere with our current reconstruction of the beach, I think a beta might be something that I could support our test period I could support. 

And like Mr Santiago said I prefer it to be in the city. But if we can get it somewhere at the end of our beach, where a person that doesn't want anything to do with dogs, doesn't have to walk around them, through them, or turn around because they want to get over there but they are afraid of dogs and they are over here. 

So consideration to that. That's all I have, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Matt Reinhart. 

MATT REINHART: 
I will start my stopwatch as well. I do this because I think we set a long time ago we tend to repeat ourselves. I will try not to hit on the issues. First of all, (unknown name) when you made the comment of how you felt when you walked out of here several years ago, obviously I didn't have control over that. Either way we do this someone will walk out feeling that way and I assure you that is not the case. 

I will admit to the fact that months ago, when Mr Kent brought this up on the campaign trail and I had heard it, I didn't want to hear it. I will be honest. 

However, sitting here today and listening to both sides and I got the same amount of emails, 121 to 100 was mine. Of those that are against it. The fact that there's 100 emails for it open my eyes. I want to make a correction, when I did go to Ponce Inlet it wasn't talk about dogs but construction. But I did send an email with regards to soliciting those concerns they had either way. 

The other thing, impactful hearing people talk, Mrs Loman, I've never had the pleasure of meeting you. But I don't think I have ever witnessed anyone smile so much. (Laughs) So, either way, you listened to both sides and I commend you ma'am because you are listening to people that are in opposition of what you feel. And yet you are still smiling. So I appreciate that. I will try to do the same I've been told of a serious face but that's 30 years and corrections. 

There were some things that are of concern. Obviously, safety is a big concern of mine. 30 years in the jail, and that is concerned. Obviously dogs in the jail different thing. Safety is huge. Public safety is immensely huge in my book. Cost is big. 

We ask the same question as Ms (unknown name), how much will it cost to equip another officer? Whether or not it's necessary, I don't know. You are right. To see the support that you have from Ormond, that was huge as well. I can tell you that is not the contention â€“ not that they presented a letter from their staff or their counsel, but, my conversations with Ponce Inlet and Daytona Beach Shores is there 100% against it. So I do represent those individuals. That's my purpose for soliciting that information from those officials. 

I think that's why you put me here and that's why these people voted me here. For district two is to be their voice. But also for the entire county. 

Cost obviously, big. The Flagler areas, I know they do have the dog beach up there but my understanding is they don't have the driving. 

Health concerns, threat to the wildlife. I know they said there wouldn't be an impact to the (indiscernible) permit but I don't know how much I trust that. I pray that's not the case and I hope they hold true to that. I too am a dog lover. We only do rescues. 

Those of you have any experience with schnauzers, they do what they want! They eat everything, they chase everything. And they absolutely hate other dogs. I'm sorry, they do. Mine too. So where I probably won't partake in this if we vote that way, because of that. Until I â€“ (Laughs) Get a dog that's friendly with others. I don't want that â€“ that is not the deciding factor. 

Powerful picture I recognize in the emails I got. When I saw people sending pictures of dogs without leashes. We will do it we can. Obviously we are not there, you said achieve yourself, the amount of staff we have on the beach at those non-peak hours is because of staffing. And not needing to come you don't have a threat you don't put the people out there. That seems to be the time they are violating the dogs on the beach in the areas they are not allowed. So we have to take that into consideration. 

I heard in the original proposal that a lifeguard and every dog beach if we chose to do that, my concern there is the lifeguard â€“ they are trained for that but their focus should be on the people in the water and not so much the dogs. 

That's what they are trained for. Parking is another issue. I also heard a lot of people in the shores in Ponce Inlet area, some in Daytona, not as much, that talked about NIMBY. Not in my backyard. That the individuals that were in support of it, don't live on the beach. 

And I get that. I get NIMBY I totally get it. I'm saying all this, and you are thinking he's leaning towards one way but, I'm actually listening to what Mr Kent said with regards to the feeling of Ormond Beach. 

If the test area/idea, I still have my concerns, but you are sitting in a test environment right now. We opted for nighttime meetings to try it out. Look at the amount of people that showed up. 

So, you are sitting in a test area. So we are talking about a test area for dogs on the beach as well. I will listen to Mr Santiago, I will listen to the remaining members of this council to see what their position is on that, but I will keep my ears open. Even if I did decide against it, that â€“ it concerns me about that when I'm sorry you did. We are here for you regardless, but we have to make a decision one way or another. So, hopefully we can come to some sort of... Compromise. Three more minutes. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Don Dempsey. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
I agree with Councilman Santiago. I think we should do this is a test. Six areas is too big. 

I do agree that maybe one test area would be fine. The fact that Mayor Partington is graciously accepting the offer to host it I think is wonderful. I have known him for probably 20 or 30 years and he is a good guy and he would not say unless he felt that it was in the best interest of his community. 

Hats off to them for sending this letter. As you know I am district 1. My office is on the other side of the bridge here. I have been witness to the dog parade since day one. 

It is been going on for nearly 20 years. It is a wonderful event. It draws all kinds of people. It is a huge success. I have four dogs, three German shepherds, and a corgi. 

Probably the one I should be most concerned about is the corgi whereas the dog wants to be the elf over the shepherds. 

We have never had incidents with our dogs. We know certain dogs that we shouldn't take down. We have enjoyed it. 

We will say that the front yard of my loft, it was Saturday. I come back and I called the grass area in front of my office will Egypt on Monday because there is dog pyramids all over my front yard. 

It is a shame I have to bring a shovel to work with me on Monday to address the people who are rude, allow their dogs to mass on my yard. 

So I think it is a valid concern about these animals and enforcement. Chief Etheridge, I have been doing criminal defense and prosecution for over 30 years. 

In the 1900s, when you first started, I represented the beach patrol. You guys have bigger fish to fry than becoming a bunch of pooper troopers. 

I think we need to be proactive. I think it really should have a full-time law enforcement officer, not a lifeguard because I agree with Councilman Kent. 

They need to be focused on saving lives. I think that we should have funding for a full-time officer to enforce this because there is â€“ I was out of place this weekend my wife was at the dog parade. 

The place we were. It is dog leashes. You pick up after your dogs. Right next to our pit was dog poop. 

I am thinking that must be assigned from somewhere. Monday, today, yesterday, it is all in my front yard. It has to be enforced. To sit here and say that we are going to put up some signs and some dog bags and people are going to be on the honor system â€“ that is high in the sky. There was 3600 complaints and only hundred and 64 tickets. 

That means even if you take your dog on the beach, you disregard the law, there is only a 4% chance you're going to get caught. 

Even if you get caught it is $50. Big deal. It is almost worth the risk to take your dog out regardless of what the warden says. I really think that there needs to be much stiffer fines. For some infraction, maybe even second time a misdemeanor. 

Having been in the criminal system for so long, you are never going to prove. How are you going to prove? 

You can't just get there and say you got it. There is no way of proving it. You guys are in an uphill battle. Unless you have an officer witnessing this taking place, you are never going to effectively stop it. We can find $500. A thousand. You're not going to effectively catch them unless you have somebody there all the time to monitor. That is something that you should look into. 

The question becomes who pays for it. The beach is already running at a loss. We are over here on the west side. We don't use the beach that much. We are still having to subsidize it. And you have to pay for the added expense of a full-time hundred thousand dollar animal control officer. 

All of that. Somebody has to bear the cost of this. I would impose user fee that would make it to where listing would be self-funded. The taxpayers, they wouldn't have to subsidize this. 

We are already basically subsidizing half the cost of the beach. Now you have a subsidize the rest of it for the few that are going to use it, I think that is unfair to the tax base. 

Make the users pay a yearly fee or some sort of user fee every time they want to use it. Hopefully that would work. The signage â€“ we have signs on I-95 and I for that says 65 miles an hour. 70 miles an hour. We still have to have troopers out there monitoring it. We know that people are going to follow the rules. 

That is my concern. We don't have â€“ I mean people don't follow the law. And to sit here and just assume that they are going to abide by the signs is I think just â€“ it is not reasonable. I am in favor of it. 

I like Mister Santiago's idea of the one test area. And just have a full-time law enforcement officer there to enforce it. One thing worse than stepping in dog poop going to work on Monday morning after the dog parade is walking barefoot and stepping in dog poop. 

Which is what I would be afraid would happen on the beach. If it is not actively enforced. That is all I had. Thank you. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
These are all great. Great points that we are seeing here. I want to emphasize that. There is no doubt that we are going to need extra staffing for this. 

To what level, right off the bat we can almost guarantee 140,000, 100,000 of that is going to be annual, it doesn't include the trash, hourly pickup whether it is $19-$24. 

My biggest question is to be fiscally responsible. Right before going to budget season. Number one, how are we going to pay for it? We may need more than one person. 

Number two, the biggest thing that we are going to deal with on top of everything else right now is what services this counsel is willing to cut. I would like to hear possibly some ideas. We are going to hear that we have $1.2 billion budget which isn't the case. 

It is probably 3 to 400 million operating. $100,000 isn't going to be a big deal. Which it is. I am more inclined to narrow the scope of this down. Narrow it down to an area. It still does have some cost to it. And I would just like to know how we are going to pay for it. 

And what services that we are willing to cut at this point. And also we heard â€“ Ginger I am sorry. North 5 miles. 

From the County border, the Flagler border, south, it is off limits because that is a hotspot? Are the parks... 

GINGER ADAIR: 
It is in the northernmost part of the county. Nearest the Flagler border in the southernmost part of the County near Canaveral. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
OK. Do any of our existing parks, whether it is the city or county parks, do those fall within that area? 

GINGER ADAIR: 
We have a driving area that is 100 feet north of Granada. Everything north of that is in our natural beach management area. That is a very high density area. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Lastly, it is easy to write a letter and I love our neighbors to the north. We saw this happen a little bit with the loop as well. On a piece of property that we purchased. 

It is easy to say that we support this and I think it is a good thing to support but it is another to also say hey, we are willing to be good partners with you. Let's try it out at our park as well and maybe we can subsidize a little bit for them. Or vice versa. 

I would like to maybe explore that partnership. We can have a better representative. Mister Kent has been up there. He is obviously the guy that can probably make that happen. 

I would be willing to hear what everybody else has to say. How we pay for it. 

TROY KENT: 
One second before my time starts. We have a partner. We have Daytona dog Beach who they have funds and they are ready to jump in and help and assist. First of all I am just at this point very pleased because I have heard several say that at least the test area, counsel, let me tell you I came up with six. 

I didn't want to leave anybody out. If I left someone out people would be like why did you leave my city out. He wanted to make sure that everybody had an opportunity and it was something that would be close to them. 

About part of negotiating is showing your cards. I show my cards earlier when I said I am not going to get my nose off despite my face. 

I will vote for a test area. Absolutely. I think it is going to be wildly successful. To our friends up in Ormond Beach, because I went to them and asked them â€“ they said yes. To then say you all pay county taxes. Now we want to eat you again because you have agreed to a dog park area. 

It goes right into Mister Santiago, what you said. It should be next to a city park. The county runs the beach. I was slapped in the face with that for 19 years as a city commissioner when I was screaming and yelling that I couldn't get our beach ramps open. I had to remember. The City of Ormond beach officials, Ponce Inlet officials, they don't run the beach. 

The county runs the beach. I didn't say Andy Romano Park because that place gets jammed up at 10 AM and there is a ton of families there. We want this to be successful. We wanted to be where â€“ where they are going to have some room to room a little bit. With that I will say if we decide on one area, and we chose the Ormond area which I will be thrilled with. 

Ormond by the sea. It still makes all of the residents that you wanted, because Mister Reinhart I did receive emails from people that lived in Ponce Inlet and Daytona Beach Shores that wanted this, I got more no's from Ponce Inlet. My wife had reminded this morning that if the city doesn't want it, don't make them take it. 

Remember how you felt with the county. She is right. She is absolutely right. I believe it is going to be so wildly successful that after we do this test for a year or 18 months, whatever we decide, other cities are going to say hey, we want this. I don't want to have to drive all the way up to Ormond Beach to do that. 

If we do one area, the reason I said 100 yards is because I was trying not to take over the beach. If we do one area and we keep it at 100 yards, there is that problem of all of the dogs in one area. 

I am a rule follower. I follow the law and they follow the rules. I don't bring my dogs to the beach in Volusia because it is not allowed. 

There is a lot of people like that and they all go to that area. That to me would be problematic. If we are going to do one area, gentlemen, possibly think of â€“ 100 yards is 300 feet. 

Maybe think of 1/4 of a mile. 1320 feet. 1/2 a mile. 2640 feet. 5280 feet in a mile, we all know that. I just think that if we are going to do a test area, I think 100 yards is a really small area. I am not going to say no to it. 

I just think that if we wanted to be successful, we are going to have a lot in that area and as far as location, listen, I am not one to say no to a location either. I think that with staff saying they have never added to parks that we have with dogs, that are both at the inlet, on opposite sides, they have never had an incident with a dog with turtles. 

If we are talking about hiring someone which I wasn't even going there because less and I am a fiscal conservative. If we are talking about hiring somebody than they are really going to be there to make sure that the dogs are not up in the dunes and nesting areas that the dogs are down in a more appropriate area. That is my do sense. If we choose one area, that would be my choice. Maybe we do to test areas at the same time. 

So that people do not have to drive as far. We have 42 miles to cover. I would be good with one. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I think we are getting there. We are building consensus. I want to speak to just a couple things. Real quickly. First, is the ITP, the incidental take permit. That's close to my heart. I don't want to lose driving on the beach so we have to keep the ITP. 

The ITP is not driven by complaints about dogs on the beach or any infractions. It's not driven by how many rescues we have, it's driven by how many turtles we kill. So as long as we don't kill turtles, our record in Volusia is very good. I want to keep it that way. 

I think the direction we are heading in, can ensure us of that. We have the strictest ITP in the state I believe, I know that because FWC has told me that and I asked him why and they said because we wrote it. 

Previous County attorneys wrote it. You can go to Saint Augustine and drive at night, outside turtle season. We can do that here but we don't because we have imposed that on ourselves. 

So, I'm not as concerned with â€“ I'm just not concerned with the ITP. I heard some of the members of the community say, repeatedly that somebody is gonna break the law. 

They are. But we have never â€“ we are not a society that says you can't create laws because somebody will break it. You enforce them. Otherwise it would be a lawless society where anything went. 

I don't say that lightly and I will combine it with this. We can't have a law because someone might break it. We can't do this because a bird might get hurt, turtle might get hurt, I don't â€“ I'm not making light of that. 

We are supposed to be stewards and good stewards of our environment. I take that very seriously. 

I think sometimes, we are looking at the baby turtles and baby this and that, it's time we focus a little bit, on the humans. What are we allowed to do? And how do we fit in to the environment? Do we have a responsibility to be a good steward of it? Yes we do! Can we? I just believe we can. I believe we have the ability to be a good steward of this in police these areas and I honestly, I don't know, could be wrong, I don't think we are going to have to hire more law enforcement. 

We were just told they have 58 law enforcement officers on 47 miles of beach. I know they are not just out there sitting around doing nothing. I believe we can get there, Troy, I think the way to find out, if you and I or Ray and anyone else, is to do a test area. 

I would support you in your 100 yards. I do have a concern about it because it is small and I think someone said, you are crowding a lot of dogs in one area, maybe it would create more trouble. 

I like the area from University North, Daytona dog Beach has proposed and I think that's one half area mile that gives us enough space to spread out. Let's see if it gets crowded and people don't pick up. They will help patrol it, I think we need to raise the fines on littering and no leash laws and I love, I don't know how we do it but Don Dempsey's proposal of let's let the people pay for it with some kind of a tag or whatever. I don't like, going to a beach approach and having people pay there. Because it's another way to back people up onto A1A and it creates a safety problem. Troy, I direct this to you, significant that the entire city of Ormond Beach has come along with us. If they want to try it in Ormond Beach that's fine with me. But my concern is if it's Andy Romano that's a no Drive section of the beach which is the only one we have in Ormond Beach. I could be wrong, that's why we need a test area, to me it seems like it would be safer if it was in a driving beach where people had their dogs in the car, got to the beach and left them out instead of taking them through the parking lot. Especially right now at Andy Romano, there are no ramps there. They washed away into hurricanes and we are waiting for FEMA to replace them. 

I don't know when it's gonna be, none of us do. Someone would have to park there and take the dog down through the park, to the beach approach which is open to the north and they can use that. 

Troy, I don't want us to come up empty-handed on this. I want to get enough votes to test an area, and let's see. Do we need more law enforcement connect is a cost more money? I suspect it will help us bring more people to the beach, spend more money, collect more taxes, do more business for the beach concession people. 

So, I've used more than half of my time, I will stop there. I hope that we are getting to a compromise. Let's just see how â€“ let's give the people that live here a chance on let's find a way to do this right, and then if we want to expand it we can. David Santiago? 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Thank you Mr Chairman my last bite here. Troy, came into this leaning towards no. After listening to some good arguments and some particularly â€“ on how it works in other areas was probably the biggest thing for me. We will have bad dog owners regardless of the rules we create. 

But, giving it the possibility in supporting you in your initiative here, I'm leaning towards only one. You can get me to one. You won't get me to two. OK? 

Where that location is come I think it's still debatable. Because there are challenges with the different ones. I like the fact that the city of Ormond Beach has come over to endorse this and I would love to bring them in to be more of a supportive partner in other ways. But if it doesn't work in Ormond, I get it but I think councilmember will Johansson made a good point about in other areas how it's worked better, it's been an area where they corralled it, or put it in a more unique area that help sustain a better. There will be challenges, how do you control and key people within those barriers? 

I'm OK with more than 100 yards if we do one and I will acknowledge that. There is valid argument, that it's going to cost us more and how do we pay for it? I don't know the answer to that yet, so those questions and those answers, have to be given to us, when we hear the proposal that the staff has done because this could blow up at that point. It could. 

So, even considering, as Mr Chairman and I think Dempsey said, maybe there is a user fee. That helps offset those costs and we see how it goes. Anything that staff prepares for my support needs to be requiring some very strong monitoring, reporting, and with strong encouragement that our chief and his team, is â€“ gets more ends. I don't know if you do paper tickets maybe his computer. I get more pens and bring them back at the same time for us to consider changing the fines for violating the current process. 

On there and I can proceed forward. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Matt Reinhart. 

MATT REINHART: 
Thank you Mr chair. Mr Kent when we first walked in here and I said I wasn't in support of it however I was a second to motion for you to have this discussion because I think everybody needs to be heard whether you feel strongly against something or not. So on the record I did second the motion. So we would have this discussion today. 

That being said, I'm prepared to make a motion at this point for staff to come back with compiling that information for the Bicentennial area. For a test period. To try this. I know that there are a lot of people in my area that are not in favor of that but I did not come upon that decision lightly either. I think there are a lot of people that are passionate about this, not just this council. 

But also, to include in that, can we look at a comparison? I know we looked at option one, two, three or they did the previous counsel. I would like to see something similar. One that will show us the cost. Because I think that answers your question Mr Robbins as well as mine. 

Also I do agree, maybe the 100 yards is a bit small because I don't want to see it go to that area. The other option, with regard to the tag situation, that Councilman Dempsey brought up, to help pay or offset some of the cost possibly. I think that's a compromise. I will make that motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We have a motion on the table for a test area and â€“ 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Sorry one more bite. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
You do and I think a lot of people were not ready to give up to debate yet. But that's alright. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
I will withdraw itâ€¦ 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Were just getting consensus right? 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Thank you chair for doing that for me. Wildly successful yes I think that is indeed true. Where I'm stuck right now, and I'm hoping we may be able to come to a compromise but we can't ignore what we do know. What we do know, we've heard testimony today, 5 mile stretch in Ormond is a hotspot. So that wouldn't work. Andy Romano was already full and impacted. No parking. 

No parking along A1A, we already know that. We can't do it up north of 40 or near Andy Romano, no parking on A1A, how will we pay for it? There have spin calls for getting rid of beach user fees. We are already upside down and supplementing that area of the budget. By not identifying some of these problems or questions that are serious on the front end of this, will be leading in my opinion, in fear leading people on. 

Is this fiscally possible? Is it fiscally responsible going forward at this time, when we don't have the obvious answers or proposals to some of this? On how we will pay for it, there's talks about getting rid of beach user fees, so we have to put more on the backs of all 564,000 documented residence. Of Voluisa County. 

And now absorb this other cost. If I can get some of these questions answered, I would be more inclined 100 test spots. I want to do it. That way you have to be drilling down on being responsible whether it's 20 bucks or 100,000. Do we want larger areas? We have to figure out how we pay for the small 100 yard area. Now we want to spots, how do we pay for the first one and what will we cut? What services â€“ we don't have these answers. It will be hard for me at this point, getting to a yes, right now. 

I will support it if we can get some of these questions answered. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Don Dempsey. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
In line with what Councilman Robbins was saying, I'm inclined to vote no on anything that doesn't involve some sort of law enforcement oversight. On this. How will we have an effective test period, if there's no one there monitoring the test. I would think anybody who is anti-dog Beach might throw dog poop into the area trying to create trouble. 

There's a lot of ways of sabotaging this so I think we need to have probably more oversight, during the test period to see exactly how the numbers are. Because they had again, I believe, chief Etheridge â€“ 3600 complaints in only â€“ 4% number of these complaints are people who are getting caught. 

Unless we have an intense oversight during this test period, we are never really going to know what is going on out there. I think it's vain to think that people are just can honor the signs because we do lock the doors at night and security at the door even though we know you can't have weapons in here and you can't come into the building after hours we still take precautions to prevent it. 

I just â€“ I would vote no unless we have some sort of user fee, I don't think the taxpayer should pay for it. A user fee that covers the cost of a law enforcement officer out there who can not only monitor what is going on and be there to pick up the poop if someone's not picking it up, because I would be afraid this will turn into a 100 yard litter box. If the poop was just left out there to be picked up once a day or even at the most, six times a day with what's currently the clean-up schedule, that still not proactive enough. 

If there's gonna be poop up there we have to admit people are not going to pick up after the dogs all the time. We like to think so but they are not. We need someone there to not only write a ticket, for $500 let's say for the first violation, but also be there to pick it up and dispose of it so that when I come there a half-hour later, I don't have to worry about walking barefoot. I do agree with the test site. I do agree that this is something that would be wonderful for the community. I think it is worth exploring. 

We have to be realistic. Not everybody picks up after their animals. We need to be really stringent about overseeing it. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Jake Johansson. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I am looking at a map here. Bicentennial Park, there is another walkover called Kingston. There is one 2/10 of a mile south. We had a conversation about 100 yards maybe not being enough. 2 tons a mile is walkable, easy for those of us that want to do walk our dog or jog. 

Not that 2/10 is a big deal. We could probably do a few laps. Maybe that is a good way to go. As far as people walking down. There is two places to walk down. 

Two garbage cans and sets of bags, etc. There is parking at Bicentennial Park. It covers that. Councilmember Kent did mention not in the dunes. When you walk over the walkover onto the beach, you don't turn your dog a 180 and start rooting around in the dunes. 

That is something that has to be done. Councilmember Robbins says we can't do it there but we can. We just need to be careful about it and when we need to be careful, if we are going to do it there, I need to concur that we need to have somebody there. 

If we are going to do it in an area that is not as crowded as the area down in Daytona, and I heard Chairman Brower's comment about the driving and that makes sense too. Then I ran into my thought of I don't want people that don't want dogs to have to walk through to get to another part of the beach. 

I don't frequent it but from when I have spent time up there, it is not as crowded as it is down in the driving areas. And not that I am looking at the picture and deciding that but the few times that I have been there that is one of the quiet places to go. 

Those are my thoughts. I just want to clarify that the dunes are something that I think that we have all agreed that that is a no touch area for dogs. 

By and large the people that have broken the law or anywhere else in the nation, they want to be close to the water. Were with their owners in their little pop up, whenever they are not in the back rooting around. 

I am more concerned with the cars backing into those areas than anything else. My thoughts and my second bite. Thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Suzanne, did you have something? 

SUZANNE KONCHAN: 
The Kingston walkover that Mister Johansson mentioned is a private walkover. There are some that are public. Between North Shore Park and Bicentennial. There is no public parking at those crosswalks. Considering an extension â€“ it could be a dead end. 

It leaves areas open. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Is a geographical spot. Where can I bring my dog? You can walk down to the Kingston walkover. It is private but there and back. 

That gives us bounds and it gives the chief at a distance, looking at binoculars and saying he is definitely beyond that. And then run him over with an ATV or whatever we are going to do. 

TROY KENT: 
I love this stuff. It is an honor, truly, to serve with you all. Some really great ideas. Some smart ideas. I don't agree with everything. That is one of the reasons that I love this. 

I get to hear your ideas and how it can work. Councilman Reinhard, when the time comes if you still wanted to make that motion in that location, Bicentennial Park. I would gladly seconded. I certainly would support it. I understand the piece about the finances. And I said we have to have enforcement. I think that we can do it without hiring someone. I am not going to go against the majority if that is what the majority wants. I have heard talk of what are we going to cut. We certainly can talk about that. What is good for the goose is good for the gander. And I want to say $1.2 million budget. 

It is a billion-dollar budget was a little bit more. I not going to say that we have $300 million it in his account even though we do. I'm going to say that we have $60 million available in the savings account. That is a fact. We do. 

We are talking possibly about $100,000. Gentlemen, I would be remiss if I didn't tell you while I was sitting here. I will share this with Mister Recktenwald and Mister Dyer. But the public can't get up and speak anymore. We are done with that. Nancy Loman, she sent me a message while I was appearing said if the money is the issue, her and Lowell will donate $100,000 of their money if it gets approved. I just thought the Council should know that. I just received that message. 

I will share in the public record because that is what you do. 

MATT REINHART: 
Before I get to that, my motion was for â€“ to give us some options to look at. I want to make sure that everybody understood. I'm not saying yes or no. I will lean towards yes now for that area. To look at some options and I have the same concerns as Mister Robbins. 

With regards to cost. I don't want to see anything get caught. I am going to be facing a huge issue with regards to the beaches. 

I took the drive yesterday. That is what the issue was in Ponce Inlet and Daytona Beach Shores. It is been covered with sand, there are dangerous areas. I saw it with my own two eyes. Rebar sticking up out of the ground. These are concerns for people much less pets. 

They can go over and get hurt as well. I agree with everybody here that your pet is your family. They do all my family. I should say that pets are part of the family. 

You are concerned about them as well. We have to take all that into consideration. I want to make that a very clear for my walking buddies options. I didn't want anybody to think that I am saying let's go for it. 

I want those options first. I want to be well-informed. For those options to be presented with us for us to vote on what it would be for the Bicentennial area. 

The parking was a big issue. That is there. Thank you so much for your generous support as well. And getting back to Aaron's idea. After the fact, we have to think about after. 

Maybe a fishing license type deal. It is a great idea. Enforcement is huge. Chief, I am so going to call you chief. You know this as well as I do. As those chief average. Law enforcement â€“ they don't follow the rules. 

Keep that in mind. I will still make that motion. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Is there a second on his motion? 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
I will seconded. But for discussion I have a comment. We can play let's make a deal. But I will seconded. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
His motion is amendable. You could always amended. The motion is for the Bicentennial Park location and have staff or has back â€“ the whole litany of things that you had. 

Danny Robbins seconded that, that motion... 

SPEAKER: 
And I get clarification on the motion. I have heard two different things. My understanding is that your motion was to bring back options. 

I know you talked about that Ormond Beach area. I didn't recall when I heard the motion initially that it was specifically Bicentennial Park. 

SPEAKER: 
The Bicentennial areas my option. Only because you said others at the beach, I just think the Daytona Beach Shores, Wilbur, Ponce Inlet, New Smyrna, no offense to those that suffer damage up in Ormond, let's face it they were hit bad. 

Their concern needs to be fixing those areas up. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Continuing in that vein to clarify. He would like an option. An option that would be in the bicentennial program to run the park. 

And oversee the park. With possible use of user fees and stronger fines. As part of the program that we bring back. 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, sir. That is it. It is not good to be successful without enforcement. That has to be as far as the cost, what it is going to cost to do that. 

We can look at with and without. Law enforcement that we already have. We already have a big enough law enforcement. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
We would have that lined out. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
We are good for discussion. Right? Thank you so much. As you know money is always our issue. There is several of you all that really go above and beyond. 

Thank you for that. This is going to be a recurring expense. I hate to ask but I will plant the seed. That may be a good name at the Loehmann's dog park. There is going to be some recurring expenses with this. 

We are appreciative of the generosity and the offer but we do have to factor that in. I am sure that we can come to something if this is what this council decides to do after we look at the numbers. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Thank you. Thank you for the generous offer and donation. I think that that helps kick this thing off. Right? As staff prepares the proposal for us to finalize look at options that we can have. There seems to be enough conversation about considering a user fee so that it is self-sustaining. 

I would have similar concerns as Councilmember Dempsey. I don't represent any part of the beach but it is good for Volusia and my friend here, Troy, many out there. 

At the same time we have to make sure that it is not subsidized on other folks. I know that people use it. There is enough people passionate out here that I think â€“ I'm not saying this is a number but if it was a $20 fee, like we do for the cars on the beach, you get a license, maybe that is it. 

I don't know. I think taking it off with a generous donation will help ease a lot of concerns here. During that time we are learning. We are figuring out how we have to tweak and then implement a user fee as we go forward. Make it a great program. Thank you. I am ready to support that motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Jake Johansson. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Real quick thank you. I'm a less government guy I think I say that once a meeting. Somebody who defends freedoms and here we are talking about the freedom to walk on the beach without dogs and the freedom to take your dog to the beach. So, there's a little bit of both there. I think we are working towards how we do both. 

It's kind of sad that we just can't be responsible and do what is right and take care of our dogs and mined ourselves. Without having government way in. I believe, the worst thing we can do if we want something work, is put government in charge of it. Yet here we are. Putting government in charge of something. I think, Nanette and the team out there have some phenomenal assets, we talked about user fees and financial liability. 

I think, we need to leverage that relationship and have them work for us, with us, when I say for us, us the public. To help us get that money. They do fundraisers, they do beach clean-ups, I hate to say that one of the possibilities is tied to the animal license because then you were only taxing the people in Voluisa County at the expense of the tourists. 

You bring your animal up to the Outer Banks and they don't charge you so you run your dog up there so maybe it's quid pro quo. I think we're going in the right direction and bottom line, when it comes to spending money, it's not the government's money is the people's money. 

And if the people want us to spend the money on this, then it's the right thing to do. So I urge the public, I'm not telling everybody to stand up and do anything but iron to the public, that if you don't want us to spend this and Councilman Robbins is right, it might be more than $150-$200,000. If you don't want us to spend that kind of money to give us the freedoms to walk our dogs on the beach, then you need to say something because right now we are moving toward spending that money and allow dogs on the beach. 

So for those of you that are already saying no, 78 of you as of this meeting for me. But, if you are for it, you gotta let us know as well. Because that is what we're here for, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Don Dempsey. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Want to make sure I'm clear with the motion. Are we saying we're going to explore all those things you just laid out, you will have staff do it but we will look at the possibility of a full-time overseer or not in the cost of having that full-time overseer/law enforcement? 

SPEAKER: 
That would be part of the options, you narrowed it a bit, it sounds to me like an overseer or no overseer soâ€¦ We would be looking at that. We will look at the type as well, I will talk to the staff on what level are we talking about here as far as who oversees it. Bring that up. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Troy Kent. 

TROY KENT: 
Mr Johansson a lot of wisdom with what you said and I'm to a less government kind of guy. This is â€“ I think we're definitely going in the right direction but I agree with you. It's a shame we don't think we can allow people to lease this. In fact, Nanette, we had conversations and she says that she's been to these locations and the people that want this to work, they police it and let other people know when their dog or they are behaving badly. 

I get we don't want to rely on that, at the same time, I think we are taxing our residents. We have the highest gas tax you can put out there. You know, we tax our residents with (unknown term) and we are talking about a user fee here, that we have a dog park up there Bicentennial Park there's not a fee to go in there. There's no fee for that. 

A resident uses it they are already taxed, something government provides. Because the people have asked for it and it is successful. 

To Nanci and Lowell, thank you so much for that generous offer, I certainly hope when this comes back before us, there is unanimous support if not, at least for, and you can share that donation with Voluisa County. Thank you because I definitely think this could happen. For all of my canine friends around, I just say Woof Woof, things are looking positive to get you on one section of the beach. 

MATT REINHART: 
Really quick about the cost associated after the fact. In going down the road and talking about that in the motionâ€¦ How I guess part of it has to be also, how do we look at our visitors? It can't be just about going after the local residents here because I think Mr Zimmerman, Paul Zimmerman said a while ago, look out for Voluisa County citizens as well. He's not here now for me to give him kudos on that. 

But for â€“ when do we look out for us as well. As far as the citizens. But if we address it with the licenses they have to get ahead of time, the visitors won't have that option. I know I'm probably getting down in the weeds a bit, but it's certainly something we need to consider and think about if we want to pass the cost along. 

We have to look at the visitor and how do we get that money as well. If we choose that route. That's all. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. 

TROY KENT: 
I will supportâ€¦ 

SPEAKER: 
Are we at 100 yards or are we looking at options there. 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
Options is how I took it. We are not limiting ourselves right now to 100 yards. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I will support that motion, I'm still concerned with the location since you have to cross A1A, it is a dune area. I like the idea â€“ I like what Jake said about help outside the government. 

We just got $100,000 â€“ I don't think you wanted this to become about you, but, you offered $100,000! And so, I will thank you as well. I don't think you offered that is a perpetual yearly contribution, and I was wondering if that's where Mr Robbins was going. 

SPEAKER: 
That helps with cost, what I like about the Daytona dog beach location is it helps with cost as well as they have an active policing group not with police power but with clean-up, and public pressure to pick up after yourself can be â€“ but I don't want to sabotage this if that's the feeling from everybody that Bicentennial is the best area. I will support it. Danny Robins. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Thank you chair. I want to ask a direct question to you and Mr Kent because I want to get down to the brass tacks. I think we are almost there. I just want to save us â€“ I don't want to waste time. Your answer may dictate how this goes. 

You have made points against user fees, are you concrete on that? Can we reach a compromise, because the budget is subsidized, are you guys set in no user fees at all? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I said I would support the motion that brings that back so we look at user fees â€“ I think that is part of what the motion â€“ 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
If you are not for right now is there room to compromise if that is the only option? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
For me, yes. I'm not for it right now when Don said it I said I like the idea which means I will listen to it. So yes. Mr Kent? 

TROY KENT: 
When Don said it I like the idea and I'm not crazy about it but I started my comments out about compromise. I haven't shut my mind off anything. So there's absolutely a possibility I would support that but it makes me wonder about the other things we do that we don't make user fees happen. It's just another tax, it just is. A user fee as a tax. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
So is taking this fee and putting it on everyone else and potentially eliminating beach fees altogether. 

TROY KENT: 
I know in a month we will have that discussion and we will see. Where we all stand on that. But for me, since you asked, with a billion plus dollar budget, and you appreciated actually whenever I was hammering down a few meetings ago, niggling and diming things and trying to â€“ you mentioned it. He said while, I appreciate that. Do you remember that? 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Yes. 

TROY KENT: 
Just making sure. With a billion-dollar budget, I'm not the one who said we need to hire another staff person. That wasn't me. If that was me then I would say, listen, we have to hire another staff person to make this work and in addition to that here are my ideas on budgets, what I will cut and make sure we have. I said, we can have a lifeguard Station there. I heard someone say that it isn't the lifeguards job. I took the lifeguard training when I was 16 years old and if a car accident happens behind you you have to deal with it. I'm simply saying have them look at it and call for assistance. 

My mind was open when I heard someone say, by the time they get there, the dog is already gone to the bathroomâ€¦ 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
We are veering off task a bit. What I'm saying is we going to the lifeguards â€“ they are exactly where they are (indiscernible) but what I'm getting at is, if there's room to compromise, I'm hearing the Council, I'm trying to save time. 

If user fees is the option to make this work, can we get a soft commitment? Say, that I'm willing to make a compromise until the seed money has expired? Can we compromise on that? I didn't hear the answer. 

TROY KENT: 
I did answer it. I said my mind wasn't close to that that's my answer. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Alright then. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
David Santiego. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
We are almost there but I wanted to (indiscernible), but it I was leaning as a no but if you want to get me as a yes when we finalize this the only way I will be there as if there's some type of user fee. I don't think most dog owners would be opposed. I'm not saying it's the number but a $20 annual registration fee. In order for us to monitor this to see if it will work and create more, we need data and facts. Were a lot of tickets issued in the area, was there compliance? (unknown term) in there constantly? The only way to do that is if we put some mechanisms to have accountability. To get my vote in the next step that needs to be a user fee going forward. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Matt Reinhart. 

MATT REINHART: 
I would say add that to those options. On the user fees. On being able to go forward. If that helps. Because I agree. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I thought it was part of it. 

MATT REINHART: 
Just in case there was any confusion I will go there again. 

SPEAKER: 
It was part of it. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Jake you are good? OK. So we have a motion on the table for Bicentennial Park. Really for more information, it will come back, what is the size of the area? Some cost projections. A user fee. Suggestion... Was there anything else important on the list you want to add? Because the staff has to go back and make something out of this mess. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I'm sure it's possible they bring us back a la cart menu that we can choose from, and they can write the ordinance and get it complete at the next meeting. Funding streams, the two or three options for how big of a beach it will be. And we can pick that way. If we live it to the professional, that we want to tenths of a mile, we want to part-time this, user fees, or no user fees. Money from here, money from there, it is definitely doable. Just let them go to work and bring us back something that we can at least sign and get going. 

SPEAKER: 
I think that is what we are all agreeing on. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
They asked us for direction. I am trying to look at their eyes and see if it looks like they have the direction that they need. 

SPEAKER: 
You are asking staff to come back for options and make decisions. You are probably talking about 1/3 of the Apple. All the details are decided that we would bring it back as soon as we could. 

SPEAKER: 
So at least two more meetings. I would think, honestly to build a program and do that, I would say that the following meeting we would have that. So a month from now. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
OK. Everybody just hear that? The motion on the floor is for the Bicentennial Park to have this by the staff come back and to give us... Are there any more questions before I call for the vote? All in favor of the motion say "aye" and you post? The motion carries. 7 â€“ zero. I say that we would be out of here by 9 o'clock. 

SPEAKER: 
I've got 10:30. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
I think I am hearing some calls for a break for the Council. Is that what I heard? It is 8:02 PM. Can we take till 8:30 PM? And give everybody a chance to go to the restroom and get something to eat. 

(Break) 

Meeting will be resumed at 830PM. 

SPEAKER: 
Two-minute warning. 

SPEAKER: 
OK. It is 8:31 PM. We will resume the meeting. I got good news and bad news. 

The good news is that item 4 has been taken off of the agenda for the current time. That saved us a couple of minutes. It is not bad news. Item 5 which is a serious issue. Item 5 is for ordinance number 2023 â€“ 11 â€“ Amending Chapter 72 of the Code of Ordinances to revise the accessory dwelling unit regulations. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Before you tonight, as it applies to the accessory dwelling units. These are allowed in the single-family zoning district. Effort to also help with affordable housing and also allowing for a variety of different types of smaller homes be built as accessories to the principal structure. This is something that the Council put into action several years ago. 

Note the planning and development has experienced, as has reference to the staff report approximately 11 variances tied to locational and size criteria applicable to these accessory dwelling units. There is a definite trend that is identified by the board and encapsulated into the changes that we are bringing forward to you. 

Basically, it is separating accessory dwelling units that are 1 acre or less. They will keep the standards that we have weekly. The accessory dwelling can be placed in front of the principal structure for greater ones. Which is currently not allowed under the standard of other zoning districts and other sized lots. It could exceed the maximum threshold of 1200 ft.Â². As long as it remains 50% of the principal structure. 

This comes as a recommendation of approval for the staff and the planning and regulated development which was amended on January 19, 2023. Any questions? We will be glad to answer them. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Sorry sir, I was going to make a motion for approval. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
And you just did. Second by Matt Reinhart. Any discussion? OK. We have a motion for approval. Ordinance number 2023 â€“ 11 by Danny Robbins second by Matt. No discussion, I will call for the vote. And your post? Motion carries 7 â€“ zero. 

Item number six, ordinance 2023 â€“ 13. A small-scale comprehensive plan amendment for 18.5 acres at 1175 Emporia Road. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
The Council will allow me, I will talk about this in the next item because they are related to each other. Comprehensive plan that will allow for rezoning that will be part of the agenda item number seven. They are 2 different types of hearing. This is because I legislative where as the other one is quasijudicial. We need you to identify an ex parte munication. Before you today is a compromise amongst property owners. The owners of the properties have a garage that is inaccessible, they are working with next-door neighbor to do a land swap. 

It was discovered that the two property owners did not have the same zoning. They try to resolve that. What identified that the small-scale for the 18.5 would then allow for rezoning so that way, they would have compatible land, using compatible zoning that would facilitate for both property owners. We went for work with the recommendation. -- We went for approval. On both for the comprehensive plan amendment and the rezoning. If there are any questions for staff, we are available. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Is there a motion? 

SPEAKER: 
Mr. chair. I want to make a note that there is a public speaking note for Ms. (unknown name), but it does not seem that she is in the room. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
She is not here. If she comes back in. Mr. Kent? 

TROY KENT: 
Move approval. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Troy can't, moves for the approval. Second by Jake Johansson. Any discussion? 

SPEAKER: 
The note on this is way to go! I appreciate it. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I was exactly going to say the same thing. A beautiful and perfect. Neighbors got together and solve the problem. Came in. I think you might enjoy this vote. If there is no other question. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
All in favor of this small-scale plan amendment? Any opposed? Motion carries 7 â€“ zero. It does bring us to the second half of this. Item number seven. Assuming we still have to vote on it? We still have to disclose any ex parte emails talking to the owners? No one has any expecting to declare. OK. This is a quasijudicial hearing, still. If you are done, the owners are good? OK. 

Is there a motion? 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Motion approved. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Motion to approve by Jake Johansson and second by Troy can. 

SPEAKER: 
Ms. Karin Clark would like to speak to this item however she is not here. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
I will call for the vote. If there is no other discussion or comment, all in favor? Any oppose? Way to get it done. If everybody did that, you'd be out of business. 

(Laughter) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Don would still be busy. Item number 8. Ordinance 2023 â€“ 05 â€“ transmittal hearing amending comprehensive plan, chapter 1 future land use. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Just like the last one, comprehensive plan amendment item number eight and number nine is an amendment to the zoning board. I would like to be able to address this as one presentation. Again, that would require two separate votes. 

Back in July 2022, it came to the attention of the County Counsel we have several property owners in the rural areas. Specifically in Sammy Sula, who recited in the world who have prescriptive rights. It has four statutes chapter 95. It describes how a local government maintains it for a set time for. They can establish ownership for the areas that they are maintaining. 

We do not have any provision to exempt the prescriptive right from the density collision. In other words, we have to factor in how much land is actually under the prescriptive rights and deducted from the land owner's total area. That meant if someone owns 20 acres of land in our agricultural areas where we have these prescriptive roads, they typically onto the centerline of the road, easements where we have gone in and maintain. When they came in and tried to split said agricultural land so they can split it in half, thereby not triggering a subdivision which is a critical part. 

They would not have sufficient air. With this, we will be able to, through that change, how we calculate identities and then change in chapter 72 in the zoning ordinance to address nonconformities. We would be able to allow for someone who resides on the prescriptive right of way to separate it into one more parcel. 

Once you go beyond and start creating three or more parcels, for statues, indicate you have to go through a subdivision plat. The subdivisions are very clear to what is required with the right-of-way, stormwater, national open space, variety of other items. Basically the fine line between me, wanting to give five or 10 acres to a family member or sell it from someone who wants to start doing development along the area. 

It is a very fine line that we feel we can utilize this to assist those folks who are looking for simple lot split and separate those from where we are going to the formal development process. 

We sent this to the planning with the recommendation of approval. It went forward to you on both the comp plan amendment to the zoning amendment. Again, we did not necessarily agree that this was an appropriate way of handling it. We feel that it is going to be able to address the concerns brought forward to the Council back in July and it follows through on their director. If there is any questions, we will be glad to answer that. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Danny Robbins? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I did not have the answers and hopefully you can clarify. In that state statute, is there anywhere in the world we can send out or did they require notification before we take those prescriptive rights? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
The attorney wants to answer that so I am bouncing out of the way. 

PAOLO SORIA: 
There is no further notification required on that statute operates, statute of repose. Once the time has run out. If the county or any local government constructs the road, from that date of construction, all the right title is deemed to be presumed to be dedicated to that local government. Or if we maintain it for seven years, it is presumed to be dedicated to the local government. 

No further notices required to the underlying owner because the government is -- has either constructed the road or maintained on a continuous basis. That is the notice of the four-year period. In order to stop that from occurring, the property owner put up a fence, rock and tells them this is their property. That stops the application of this statute. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
The reason I am asking that in this case, they had no idea that they maintain the ditches. Would it be at our level, local level, send out a notice or we have to create an ordinance? Is that too conflicting? 

PAOLO SORIA: 
It provides â€“ you can do a maintenance map. That maintenance map is basically a presumption that this is the extent of the actual maintenance. We have not received direction from the county to do that. Also, it requires time, money and effort. They need to be surveyed. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
They were caught off guard and a handful of families are caught off guard. It is something at the staff level that we can send out. If there is 10 people in the road? 10 envelopes, this is the case by this date. We are takingâ€¦ Is that something? 

SPEAKER: 
It is done on a case-by-case basis. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
I would say generally no. The maintenance has already occurred. Anything we will do nowadays.. We have maintained roads for 20 or 30 years. We have not had any need to expand or take the case where you are talking about in that area. You have deep ditches. Things likely in the road will have some expenses that will occur. 

That is when it comes into play. Until that time, we will maintain it, public works as very extensive asset management program that tracks every road that we maintain and what we do and who did it. So, we have that seven continuous years. 

In most cases, that has already occurred. If we built a new road today, we would go out and get the easement or land. I don't think we would do what they did a long time ago. Move the ownership to the middle-of-the-road like there is 

DANNY ROBINS: 
In the case were we do have some of these old properties where it does go to the middle of the road - do we compensate the landowner for that? 

PAOLO SORIA: 
The property owner is benefiting from a maintained counting wrote that we are maintaining. We are providing legal access because we are providing physical and technically now legal access, because that is now a public road. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
If it was a access road prior? 

PAOLO SORIA: 
Still providing a publicly maintained roadway for physical and legal access to the property. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Thank you. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
I don't want to go on a tangent here but I share Councilman Robbins' concern. We are taking these people's property because we have been maintaining, cutting the grass, doing certain things for that easement. 

I know we were saying it would be good to have a map. Mr Recktenwald said we do have some sort of listing of all of these properties that the county is claiming, I guess prescriptive easement. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
What we do as far as our road access system but as far as what would be required with what you are talking about, a maintenance map would be surveyed. You are looking at surveying a thousand miles of road. It would be a massive undertaking. 

We've talked about it before but really we were not the only place to face this and this is why the law has changed to where it is today. We have done maintenance maps in previous years and sometimes it may be required for federal funding. They may have a higher standard for ownership, so we do do maintenance maps and there are some out there but to do the entire County would be, like I said, gigantic. 

A lot of it is what you see with your older rural roads. Somewhere along the line, it could have been back to the commission days. You know, we started maintaining them for whatever reason and then of course in the mid-1970s, they started to memorialize that and then we went forward and we have also the odd cases of many miles of dirt roads that are open to the public but they are not maintained by anybody. So, that's- 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Is there any type of resource where someone can call the County and ask if they are claiming any prescriptive rights to my property? At least there's a way for people to find out. Not all the sudden claiming a prescriptive right to the property. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
We will see. We've had stuff in the past where mowing, it has to be usually with ditch cleaning and drainage - like I said if you're out in the middle of the road, what is anybody going to do on the road? Sometimes the question might be along the edges but in this case, and the case you are talking about, a few inches here or there is not the difference. 

The difference is do you still have the 20 acres or not? Or the 10 acres? So- 

DON DEMPSEY: 
I'm in agreement with this and I think it's all fine. It's all up to Mr Robins and what he was saying. A concern that people may lose their property rights and not saying anything or speaking up against the County. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Tad deals with it on a more regular basis. 

SPEAKER: 
May I make a point of order? In the interest of time because I think the conversation is a good one but it's not relative to the ordinance before us - no disrespect. As part of order, if we want to talk about how we do that that's another topic. This is a good thing for these property owners and it gives us flexibility for them to do what they need to do. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Mr Dempsey has no point with that. Did you have another question? We do have a number of people from the public who want to speak to this on eight and nine. You really only need to speak on item 8 because that's what's really what's going to control item 9. 

Unless any of the Council has any more questions, I will open it to the public. The first one up will be Glenn Storch. 

GLENN STORCH: 
Thank you. For the record my name is Glenn Storch. I live, and a lot of these people are friends of mine, the practical effect of what has happened is the County has basically taken a piece of their land without them knowing. 

After years, sometimes generations, if they had plans on selling their land or giving it to their kid, ultimately they cannot do it because there's a new interpretation. That new interpretation is rather than doing that as a prescriptive easement, that has an underlying feet and doesn't take away the entire 20 acres, they are taking the entire piece now that's being maintained. 

So by taking the entire piece, they take a 20 acre piece, and say you have no prospects to it. Now you can't divide your property. Now you can't give your kid a piece of property you own. This is an attempt to solve that problem. 

You still would be required to go back and do a variance for substandard plot sizing, because again it's not 10 acres. You would need a variance for that. It happens a lot in this area because these are old roads that have been maintained for years. 

If you just, and I talked with (unknown name), if we just looked at the idea of just treating this as an prescriptive easement, where they would be required to have the individual landowner convey a right-of-way dedication, that solves the problem. It solves the problem entirely! 

I had an easement on my house. While I was doing the property, I gave a right-of-way for the section of the prescriptive easement and there was no issue. Typically, they only become valid once a judge declares it that way. It's intended, there's a law that indicates that, but you have to process that. There's other ways to do that by creating a separate tax parcel for the County because these people have been paying taxes on the land the county has claimed that they took. 

There has to be another way to look at this. I applaud the staff on trying to solve it. This is an attempt to solve it right now for the density issue. I want to support this part of the process but I want us to look at other options to make a better approach for us to all work together. That's it. Any questions? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
David Santiago has a question for staff. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Clayton, I just blanked out on your name. What he just stated, can you elaborate on that? When I caught on to what you had said is that it would create another step for a variance if the future of the property owner so decided to do it, to change to their property. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
We are just doing simple lots, from 20 acre, to 110 and 19, that would not be required on this ordinance. If you wanted to do more than that, to convert it to a subdivision or create three or more lots. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
That's what you were explaining earlier? About three more lots. 

SPEAKER: 
(away from mic) 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Pardon me for editorializing. In 2008, they were eliminated, all of them. Basically a homestead exemption for your kids - those types of things. We did have an exemption for anything that was a result of a court order and we would have to follow it as well. 

I would say that if you're looking to try to figure out another way of doing it, perhaps us coming with that language, would be better than trying to do easements and the right of way. 

Right away is a better way of handling it otherwise our legal staff would not be telling us that's the way to do it. Those who have been on the Council, the mobile home park near Edgewater where we had to go through the different variations, that was a court ordered subdivision so we had to live with that. 

There's good and bad with it but that could be a way that we can solve this problem. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. Stuart Hughes. 

STUART HUGHES: 
Thank you for bearing with us over the doggy deal but we are getting to it. I'm a lifelong resident. My late father was born here in 1819, along with his parents, who started versatile farms and raised vegetables in the early 1920s. 

It's my understanding that approximately 80 acres that was told in 10 and 20 acre parcels, which I have the abstract titles to those properties from 1909 right here. Updated up until the late 60s. 

Approximately 1945, it became the world's largest grower utilizing 30 of those 80 acres. My dad's brother also started a ornamental plant nursery that Disney World actually created from all the plants. Fast-forward almost 100 years to my 94-year-old mother's passing in 2021, then the 30 acre property taxes went up 300%. I can't use my part of my property independently because of these new rules. 

My brother and sister and I are trying to split the property into three parcels and keep the agricultural endeavor alive, just like most of the community. My parents and others have always assumed they could divide their land to provide homes for their children, consistent with the zoning and continued endeavor. 

It sounds simple, doesn't it? But now we find the County opposed to those restrictions over the years will and is literally impossible to do so without going through a very expensive plat process to create one additional 10 acre parcel out of the 30. 

I think that's unfair to my family and others in the area facing basically the same Samesula problems, to not be able to give their children property to build their future on. Especially when they were separate 10 acre parcels during the allotment before we were talked into combining them for tax purposes. This is before y'all's time as well. I'm 60 and I've been around. There's some stuff that went on, "oh, do this and we will take care of you." 

I'm trying to combine eight and nine so bear with me on the time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I need to ask the council if somebody could make a motion to suspend the rules. He signed up to speak to eight and nine. Letting him complete his thought here. 

All in favor? Go on. 

STUART HUGHES: 
Furthermore, only one lot on the undeveloped 10 acres. I believe we are not asking for anything that is not cohesive with the surrounding with the agricultural community either and exemption should be made to those currently in place. Finding out we cannot divide the property. Here all along she has talked and talked and nothing has come of it until she died. And then now we cannot do that. 

In closing, the County comprehensive plan helps to fix that by calculating the density but not for the lot size, which would require a variance as Glenn mentioned. 

A local plan will not allow a zoning or comprehensive plan amendment that would increase densities, so you can't fix it by rezoning, I think. I'm not an attorney but there definitely needs to be fairness in this issue. And obviously, landowners in the area should want this fixed as well. I think it's time the County give a little consideration to the residence that have paid property taxes for all of these years and deserve their vested rights. 

I also believe that ordinance 2306 item number eight and possibly nine before us tonight should include two or more lots, as previously mentioned in last month public comment. Thank you for your time and I trust you will do what is fair and justified for our farming community. The legal staff is more than welcome to look at these plats that I have here. There was no prescriptive rights. 

The Lake Ashby drainage plan that included digging in the canal, that hasn't been maintained and 70 something years, here you have hurricanes after hurricanes and trees growing. It goes on and on but where does our tax dollars go for storm maintenance as well? It's a double edge sword but it's not fair to the owners when there is no right away on my deed that says if I own 30.5 acres, I own that. Does it say less than 20 feet for a roadway? 

On some people's deeds it does. And some of my neighbors, it does. If it does say it, unless except for road right away and the County never claimed it, that's not my fault. That's not my fault. It's just one of those things that just happens. You don't know it happens until your mother dies. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you for giving us something to think about. George Benedict? 

GEORGE BENEDICT: 
I am George Benedict. I do not own any land in the allotments. But the allotments were set up in 1909 by two attorneys from Miami. When they subdivided the property, they divided it into 4 quarter sections. These quarter sections were all caught up in the same way. 

Four â€“ 10 acre lots, one side, 4-10 acre lots on the other side. And 4 - 20 acre lot in the middle. But for you to be able to get to your property, there have to be a road all the way around it. There wasn't any width set for how wide this road would be. But the lot was 10 acres! 

In order to put a road around it, they are going to have to take some of it. Back in the day, 10 feet wide was fine because there was not a lot of traffic in that neck of the woods. The south end of the Samesula is part of the howling curve allotments. And all of those ditches that were dug by the districts. The work was done between 1917 and 1990. 

They did it for almost nothing. They brought two steam shovels on barges, two steam shovels on wheels and they dug all the major ditches in Samsula. The allotments were all included in the drainage district. If you could not afford to pay your drainage, they take your land. That is what happened. So many people that moved from up north to the allotments. No roads, no drainage, and the next thing you know, they cannot pay their drainage taxes and they took the land away from. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
OK. Thank you very much. Joseph Thomasson (?) 

JOSEPH THOMASSON: 
I don't want to sound redundant. What I think it boils down to, whether it was intentional or not is the county. They have come along and theâ€¦ Which puts a lot of us at odds with you all because of these things. You come along and you have a 10 acre lot and which ever it is, 20 acres. I know they are using to split it up. 

All of a sudden, you got 19. Now you got 9 acres that are useless. It seems like you all have to figure out what is going on here. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Theresa (unknown name). Theresa Clancy. 

THERESA CLANCY: 
Good evening. I am Teresa Clancy, resident of a farming community of Samsula. My sister and I experienced with the platting. When we went to estate planning, to the property to the children. We all of a sudden found that what is on our deed is now being told that we do not own the land. Even though we paid the property taxes and it is clearly on our deed. The most upsetting thing for me, if I were to sell my property, I have full property rights. 

I can sell all 30 acres, we can get 50 or 100,000 per acre. Nobody is claiming anything. We want to be able to live on it and use it and valued. We want to have agricultural land, capital. I precluded from doing that because now I don't comply with the plan because the county has taken my property. They said I do not have three â€“ 10 acre parcels. Again, long term families that have settled in this area. We have always been very involved in agriculture and cattle operations, green operations and yet, our properties are stripped. 

I might say, within the local plan, we are the exception. We are the larger land owners. The majority of property owners own less than 5 acres. They do not encounter this operative. They are all grandfathered in. We are being penalized because we own larger parcels and yet we lost our property rights. 

I am very thankful for Danny Robbins and Clay, for listening to us. Knowing our plight and trying to bring resolution to it. This is just fair. We should not have to sell our property and walk away. We should be able to use it in exchange, give it to our children one day as well. Thank you for your consideration. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Frank (unknown name)? 

FRANK: 
Good evening. My name is Frank (unknown name), I want to speak with you tonight concerning the proposal plan. I am 76 years old, I lived on the same property that I was raised on. My parents bought it almost a century ago. I did not discover this until last year when I went to modify my estate and decided that I want to give it to my children the same way my dad gave me. 

My dad, when I was 20 years old, gave me 20 parcels and I want to do the same thing with my children. I have three kids. I decided to go ahead and dissect the land up and give it to them and keep 10 acres for myself. I went to apply for the application to get it done. That is when they said, "You are not qualified for this because first of all, the parcel, was split in 10 acre plots. Because of the drive, you do not have 20 acres." And I said, "Wait a minute, I did nothing to anybody. I have not heard anything from the county that they are going to take a property either." 

I had a third portion that is not on this, just to show you how crazy this works, I was going to apply that to one of my children as well. So that each one of them can get 10 acres of the land. Nobody is living. I was told that that parcel, because it did not have highway frontage, it was not qualified. 

I have an easement down to the farm. And they said no, it is not going to qualify. Thank goodness my son had purchased from my dad 3 acres to the west. Right along the easement line. That fronted (Indiscernible). They told me what I had to do, had my son did his 3 acre property to me, to where I can combine it with him to qualify to make it where it could be subdivided. And then I have to did it all back to him again. 

That is really crazy! We did not discover this until we did an application. Look at it and all of a sudden they said, "No, you do not have 10 acres. Right-of-way has taken it out." I maintain a lot of that after years and years. Anyway, I just think in all fairness, there is a way to resolve this. I think the plan that you guys are looking over, probably will resolve a lot of those issues. 

I want to thank all of you for hearing me. I also want to thank Mr. (unknown name) and also Clay and Carol for helping us. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Thank you very much. Jake, we have 2 more people. OK. Julie Hughes (Name). 

JULIE HUGHES: 
Good evening. Nice to be here and thank you for taking the time to listen. What I am going to say is basically redundant of everything that you have already heard. 
I have been a resident all of my life which is 65 years. I am looking to the Council on resolving the problem that we are having which is our deceased mom wanted to give the three children the 30 acres. 

There are two homes there, the one where my mother lived in, which she left to me and my brothers is home. Our parents worked hard and we worked hard on the farm. They paid their taxes. We kept our AG license and stuff, again, what we thought we owned were now told we now do not own. 

It seems unfair and unjust. And we are looking to you for help to resolve this problem. And I thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, David (Name). 

DAVID: 
Pretty much the same echo that was coming from them. We kind of explained to you all what we are up against, how he was trying to plan for the future and how he is going to try to break things up so it's a little bit easier of a transition for the next generation to obtain a property and we ran into some of these issues. 

It kind of blindsided us and it seems like it's a little unfair that you are at a disadvantage to a lot of people in the community that have a lot smaller parcels that just happen to be grandfathered in your previous times. 

The only thing I would like to maybe clarify is, reflex to what Mr Stuart Hughes said, it does say it can be broken into two parcels. One lot can be broken into two but what do we do if it's a 30 acre block? We are still keeping the 10 acre density but that is something that needs to be clarified. 

I don't think taking a 40 acre block and allowing someone to do 10 and 30 is solving our issues. I might not be completely understanding... 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We will let the attorneys answer that when you are done. 

DAVID: 
That's really all I have, that being said. So, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That is the end of the public hearing that I have. Do you want to answer him first? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
He is correct that it is restricted to breaking off of a separate parcel, taking one and taking two, now you are getting into a subdivision standard. 

The reason we are somewhat concerned about that, once you start getting into subdivision standards, now it might have that daisychain effect where we would not be able to get the right-of-way necessarily, not from these people, but folks five or seven years down the line. 

Remember these standards that we are talking about play into County law. We all agree everyone who has spoke has a very strong tie to their properties and their families but that may not be the case in all situations in which we would start seeing additional three lot subdivisions coming along and not getting the sufficient structure and roadways. 

There are some decisions that we can make tonight if we choose to do so. The first that has been brought up by Hughes and Mr Storch. This is at the beginning of the comprehensive plan amendment, if you would like to add in a provision in that to address issues, where a court order has divided the land, we would have to accept that - we can incorporate that into the comp land amendment and a zoning change and bring that back to you. 

It can go through the process of the state and get their review and comments back at that point we would bring back the revised zoning amendment, incorporate that finding as part of the exemption that we are trying to get to. Does that make sense? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
It doesn't make good sense and I understand what you're saying. I will let Jake talk and I will come back and ask you a question. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I have a question for Clay. Is there a way, it sounded like in most cases this is either somebody who wants to subdivide their property while they are alive or in a state that wants to subdivide a property after death, with members of the same family. 

Is there any way that we can maintain the 10 acre lots within the family, as long as they are - we are trying to prevent developers and I get that. As long as they remain on property and agree not to sell it and can we somehow make this stay with the people, so with all four relatives decide to up and sell, that no longer exists and we go back to something else. 

I don't know, I'm not a lawyer but I got this whole family thing and I think it's important. This guy has a deed written up for heaven's sake. Remember when I said back three meanings ago, what was the rule when they bought the house? Buyer beware, nobody was telling them they couldn't do all of the stuff that they cannot do. 

PAOLO SORIA: 
The issue with making sure that it's only owned within family, that is an issue that is very hard to enforce. Usually, it involves some program that requires a covenant and some restriction in making, we would have to know who is the family. Define" family". Is it immediate only? 

Those types of programs are a notoriously difficult to implement and enforce. What Clay was suggesting was in addition to the two lot split, we would add in a additional exception for a court order or probate document that would require a court order judgment that we would also respect in terms of some additional exceptions. 

In the case of this family, if there is a probate document that says 3 - 10 acre parcels, that would be an additional exception to the lot size. We are in the transmittal phase, we need to transmit the conference plan amendment, and the zoning document is not effective until we come back with the adoption of the plan. 

That gives us some time to go through additional exceptions to accommodate those planned family splits. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
That process is 6 to 8 months? 

PAOLO SORIA: 
We are hoping to bring it back sometime in April maybe. For option and effectiveness? Right, so April because we are subject to the state statute. We will implement that zoning change at the same time, so when it becomes effective they should be good to go assuming their probate document is good. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Right, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Danny Robins. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I don't want to step on ourselves here. Are you good with this or are you looking for to just get this done? I think there is a case where there is a exemption to policy. Can we address this right now? These things are going to happen and that's why there is exceptions to policy. 

I know that additional provision hasn't been noticed or put on agenda, this is very specific. They been fighting this agenda for years. 

PAOLO SORIA: 
Agenda item number nine, that is contingent upon agenda number eight. It is not going to be effective until April, so no matter what you do, if you approve the language right now, still not effective until April. 

This gives us time to change the language to accommodate the situation, where you do have a family split or essentially a probate document that requires a splitting of the parcel. We can accommodate that with the time we have and make it effective when the adoption hearing on the conference plan comes before this counsel. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Are you guys good with this? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Danny is suspending the rules again. 

(Laughter) 

SPEAKER: 
I'm 70 years old. I know time is running out. We've been waiting already know maybe a year, a little bit more, I already paid my permitting fees and did everything. We've been patiently waiting and didn't discover this until we actually apply for that permit. 

All I wanted to do, grant to my children what my father granted to me. You talk about link the time. I've been on the property for 76 years and close to a century now for owning that property and we are not intending to sell it all. 

I've got three kids and I would like to divide those to my children. My wife and I will keep the fourth part. They are all at least 10 acres or more. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
You are good with this, in other words? Perfect. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Don Dempsey. Make some sense out of this. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Right. I appreciate the (Name). My cows and horses have enjoyed a lot of their hay. My concern is, I do it think we can do something but I want to leave my farm to my kids and my grandkids. 

To just say that we will wait until there's a will, a court ordered through probate, is really terrible because if a lot of people do structured gifting, and when you do that, I'm not actually a displaced tax lawyer, you don't just leave everything to your family the date of death. 

A lot of times, I don't even know what it is now, Glenn? How much is it? 16,000, OK. There are certain ways of structuring gifting between spouses where you can effectively give off your estate, which is what I want to do with my kids to make sure that they never sell it either. 

You have to be able to do limited gifts every year to avoid the tax man. And so, to say that you can't do it except in death, I think is really an injustice and that's not even accounting for living trusts. 

A lot of people don't want to do probates, so I don't know if the county is planning on recognizing living trusts, where people are putting properties into trusts. I know in Internal Revenue Code, if you do a AB trust and leave it to your spouse - a lot of provisions in the federal code recognize gifts to relatives, spouses specifically, are not tax or generation-skipping stuff. 

There's a lot of areas in the law that allow certain treatment when it's a gift between family members as opposed outside. I really think that if this is what is going on in the County, we really need to look into fixing that. 

There's a lot of big farms out in District 1 and I think a lot of people are planning on structuring their estates so that their kids can inherit the farm. You don't want to leave three kids to be partners in a 100 acre farm because they will end up fighting. It's better to give them 33 acres and deal with each other as neighbors. I think that is something we should address to make sure it doesn't come up in the future. Just take that for what it's worth. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
We cannot get through. We can come back with some options. We can revisit those. It is really only when you're trying toâ€¦ When the actual final lot area is getting below the zoning issue. You are area, 33 acres would be fine. We want to make sure we are addressing the concern with the Council. 

From the planning staff, we hear you loud and clear. We want us to come back for the agricultural areas, primary the A-1, that way, we can continue on with the farming and allow the property to be handed down without going through the legal aspects. If we can get through these 2, we can get those taken care of with the folks in the process right now. We can come back too. I promise you, we will try and get back in, I will be realistic, 6 to 9 months with it. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
We are restricted by state law. How far you can go. You have gone as far as you can go with splitting 30 acres once, you cannot do it twice. Then we have a subdivision. What we are doing here, helps some of these people. I think what you have heard from everybody here, we want to go further. 

Some of these people, in our county, might own 100 acres. I know farmers who have nine kids. What if they want to divide? So please, if it takes nine months or six months whatever it is, let us do this to help these folks here tonight. And then come back and do what we can. Jake is right, we see what is happening. We are trying to prevent good farmland from becoming â€“ I was going to tease Glenn, it was going to become somebody's client. David? 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
I move to approve ordinance number 2023 â€“ 05. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Motion to approve by David Santiago. Second by Don Dempsey. Any other questions? All in favor? Any opposed? Motion carries 7 â€“ 0. Thank you for coming in. 

That brings us to the second half of theirs, which should be item number nine which should be chapter 72. He did, I think â€“ they look like they want to say something. 

PAOLO SORIA: 
The question we are discussing is: whether or not you want to include the additional exception for a court order in this ordinance. In which case, I think we noticed that the adoption hearing, once we receive that direction, will make that quick change. Try to work that type of structure gifting. Right now, we recognize that we have an existing exception for court ordered lot splits that we can quickly make that change and make it effective in April. 

Give us that direction for number nine, we will come back with the revised ordinance and bring it back at the same time as the ordinance hearing. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Can I get that motion? 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Moved. 

PAOLO SORIA: 
We were not asking for approval. We are asking for direction to come back. 


JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
That motion was approved by Jake, second by Danny Robbins. Any questions or discussion? All in favor? Any opposed? Motion carries 7 â€“ 0. 

That brings us to item 10. Second reading of ordinance number 2023 â€“ 04 â€“ amending Chapter 72 of the Code of Ordinances to allow for mobile homes in certain rural zoning classifications. 

CLAY ERVIN:


This was presented on February 17. It was actually routed through discussions with variety of affordable housing recommendation board. And so, what we have gotten in front of you, changes to the definitions of mobile homes. What it basically does, it allows for greater flexibility in some of the rural areas in regards to what are permitted by right. 

We have received quite a few emails indicating concerns with allowing mobile homes in some of the zoning categories, which have some of the smaller lots. Specifically the RR zoning which requires a minimum of 1 acre lot. The A3, where you have the 2.5 acre requirement. What you see is there are residents out there that are concerned about the type of home that is coming in. 

What we are trying to do is be consistent with what we have seen through case law and standard zoning requirements and that being able to differentiate modular from mobile is a very very fine line. It is pertaining to, as our Code says, how the home is brought to the site and how it is set up. 

Mobile home comes in on wheels, can be set up, modular comes in and pieces as manufactured there on the site. And it is attached to a foundation. We are utilizing this to identify opportunities for expanding our housing population in the rural areas. This is a directive that came through to us and it is coming to you tonight for final action. It did go through the PLDRC as we noted there. 

It was unanimously voted to US recommendation for approval. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
It sounds like you're losing steam. (Laughs) 

CLAY ERVIN: 
No. Just trying to regain focus. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Are there options available to us that stay within compliance that allows us to change the zoning classification to be more than an acre? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
If it is a mobile home, you have to have more than one acre? 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Yes. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
You have to look at options, making special exceptions for mobile homes in the zoning classifications that you have concerns about. We also have conditional use permit which is staff approval with the specific criteria that they are associated with. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Any other questions? 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Motion to approve second reading of ordinance number 2023 â€“ 04 â€“ amending Chapter 72 of the Code of Ordinances. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Motion to approve by Jake Johansson, second by Matt Reinhart. For discussion, David Santiago. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
Thank you. We went through this over the last meeting. I had an opportunity to focus on it a little bit more. I learned from my good friend here, when we were debating some stuff, how does this affect neighboring parcels? 

We often talk about that here. The subject of a lot of conversation two weeks ago. I know that there is requirements where we cannot discriminate on the build type. I know the direction to staff was, to look to support the recommendation to add additional affordable housing. 

What is the cause and effect on that? We need to find ways to do that. The right place and how we partner with it. I do not know if this is the solution. We may create some potential, more unattended consequences. Best way I can describe it, if someone has 2 acres, they put their life savings into it. And build a 3000 square-foot home, 2500 square-foot home. With the intent that this is their entire life savings, investment. 

For us to change, it is impossible to put a different type of product next door. It changes the character of the neighborhood. It affects the value of the home next door. Again, not against affordable housing. I do not think this is the solution. I think that was the intent that drove this proposal change. 

Unless I am missing something, I think we should re-sharpen a pencil look for other options. Because of the unintended consequences that we really have to be dealing with later on. Sorry Mr. Chairman. Put yourself in that household, 2 acres right next door, you invested that kind of money. How does it affect your investment? 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Jake? 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I made the comment about what a opportunity would mean for a young couple to save some money and buy an acre of land which is not cheap anymore. Start with a small, modest mobile home. And build up from there up to 3000 square-foot home in a matter of 10 â€“ 15 â€“ 20 years. 

I know and pretty sure that some mobile home might be this single wide tin thing with tarps over the porch and some person with no teeth will barbecue burger. My parents had a mobile home, better than any home I first lived in. I think it is all a matter of who your neighbor is is where it gets down to. You know, if we're talking about a home properties in the neighbor, I will tell you what, I see how Danny Robbins, I might not want to live next to him. 

(Laughter) 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I have a hard problem or a hard time having a problem with the folks saying that the bucket, things like this. I would if it was in my subdivision where I can reach out and grab a cup of coffee from a neighbor in the morning. I did that. 

But 1 acre, yeah, you can park your mobile home right next to the house, next to the lot over and he is on the edge. There is a pretty good chance, when people have an acre or more, they put their houses in strategic locations on the property. I think this is a great opportunity to spark. An opportunity for young folks to buy an acre. I would give anything to buy an acre right now, by the way. 

I think it is an opportunity for those folks to start like that and move up. Hopefully, sell it before they move back down. It is an opportunity. I do not think we want to pass up. There are certain arguments about affordable housing in rural areas as well. I am well aware of that. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Council and Mr. Santiago, in the plantation, there are 490 mobile homes in this type of structure. Certain million-dollar homes within close, quarter mile, if not closer. And then down in Edgewater. I think, they did an area like this but with much smaller loss. People are going to be wishing, that is there property taxes went out. But I support you. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
I do not see anybody else who wants to speak. Jake, I agree with your assessment. Right on target. We have a motion on the table to approve. But Jake Johansen, second by Matt Reinhart. Motion to approve ordinance number 2023 â€“ 04. All in favor? Any opposed? Motion carries 6 â€“ 1. And Clay, we were going to be done at 9 o'clock and we will give you 15 minutes for item 11 - no, last item of the night, growth and resource management budget, which is a very important part of what happens in our county. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Joining me is all of the staff that makes this place look good. This is the growth and resource management discussion. We all know that you're involved in building, zoning, and all of that but there are other things that we do as well. We are also involved with the Marine science Center, the amount of water quality monitoring we do throughout the county is amazing. 

What you are seeing is that your growth and resource management Department has a live in Mary staff. Here's a quick picture of the directors and myself. 

The large share is through the unison pool district and we also get some general funds from the marine science center and turtle protected species act. One thing I want to point out is the building permit funds. We want to make our building department self-sufficient. We do not like the idea that we need to use MSD to fund portions of it. We were not up until about two years ago. 

Right now we have record permit admitting. This is primarily myself and folks involved in our impact fees and technology. This gives you an idea of how many employees we have and this is our smallest function. Here's an idea of our budget. 

I want to point out about the 406,000, it's tied into our software. We had to go back into a major rewrite there. What we are seeing here is contracted services, upgraded to the mandated database web portal. 

AMANDA is for permitting. If anybody has gone online to see it, it gives you information on what's going on in Volusia County from a code enforcement perspective. We did have to basically upgrade it and that is why you see the hefty amount there. 

You are seeing that the State of Florida has limited the amount of money that we can take from impact fees, to utilize for personnel to the actual costs. Every year we have to do an analysis and that's coming out to generally about 1%. 

Here are some of the key statistics, I will not go into them, we've been too busy to see where we are going. It has been very hectic and I can tell you I was part of the big rush back in the early 2000's at Norman Beach and dealing what was going on there. Right now if you look at our building permit information, we surpassed from two years ago. 

Big challenges from admin. We got through the impact fee discussions and we had that in place now it's implementing it. We met with our city colleagues this past week and went over the process. They seem to be jumping on board because we did expand our impact fees for parks and EMS into the cities and that will require some coordination. 

The other thing that's connect live, which is her primary point of contact for anyone seeking permits or anything else associated with code enforcement and planning land development. We need to upgrade how that is and we are giving a new portal that will make that experience easier, better, and quicker. 

Our goal is to be hundred percent paper free. So that's the admin. Jumping into building code administration, as you can see this is a large organization that we have here. These are your code inspectors and plant examiners. We handle the contractor licensing for the majority of the cities. You can register with us and you don't have to register in the other cities. You can get in and out of the city with your permitting. 

We were joking about this today that the state said you could no longer take anonymous complaints and we thought we would see a reduction in the amount of code complaints, but then we took back the majority of the ISBA, where they were handling the code enforcement and now we ticked it back up. 

We are getting a little bit more ramped up there and we have five code enforcement officers to cover that. We are running at the very best. 

This gives you an idea of operating expenses, tied to rolling stock in a variety of other things. We do have to maintain training and professional accreditation. We also offer personnel services. Our goal is to make the building function, to make building code self-sufficient on the permits. That is not solely tied to the administration of the building. 

This gives you an idea of the revenue. We have $2.5 million and willing permits. There is 376,000 transfer from MSD. 

What we are looking at right now from an operations perspective, he has deputy building official and a code enforcement manager. Those are folks that directly report to Carry. We have a group of experienced people there and we recently hired a new deputy building official, Nicholas Ventura, who came to us from South Daytona. 

We don't like stealing people but we will. We have to (Laughs). It's not a pretty market out there for anyone who's doing building inspectors, coding inspectors, those types of things. We are still seeing many applications and it still is taking staff time. 

Permit processing takes care of everything, including environmental and other types of applications that we receive. This gives you the idea of the operating expenses. That contracted services, that is the thing that we really want to get down. 

What's keeping us from doing it is filling vacant positions. As soon as we get back up to speed, someone gets a better job, we literally have a planner and this is not necessarily his role that is reflective of what we are doing. In a workforce two weeks before he had another job offering of $15,000 or more. 30? I am sorry, $30,000 more. That is the market we are still facing. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Can you pause one second? 

TROY KENT: 
Clay, what can we do at the county level to streamline the process? I think we did a whole revamp to streamline the process, even the physical layout of the room and things like that, is that something that is needed over here? 

There was one issue that I heard about and I sent it to Georgia Suzanne. Suzanne is lightning fast and she wrote me back. The woman had bad info from her builder and Suzanne was a tiny bit impressed by my response to the constituent. "I don't like that information." Here I am barking a little bit at staff to figure out why it's taking so long, and it's taking so long over 2 1/2 days. There was no problem but is there something we can do to streamline the process to make it more expedious for our residents? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
I believe our operation is there an staffing is the big problem right now in the building code administration they are down plant reviewers and they cannot keep up. We have contracted people coming in and we have contract inspectors carrying it out and also builders have the right to utilize private providers. 

We are facing right now a slowdown because of staffing. Once we are fully staffed, we feel that slowdown will be taking care of but unfortunately every day, we are getting more. And the a perfect storm caused an amazing amount of new roofs in Volusia County. 

Every day, we are just reading from our debiting building official to all three of our plant examiners, at least 10 roof permits and plus Carrie taking them home on the weekends. And we are paying overtime and we are still seeing more and more coming in. 

I want to jump to some key statistics. One of the things you are not seeing because we didn't realize they were put into place, there is currently a shot of 30 days to get a family out. It will drop to three days if this bill is passed. 

If you don't get it out, it's 10% off your permit fees every time that you don't get it out. So then we have basically 13 days to get something out, otherwise we get goose eggs. That's it. That's going to cause us to have to reconsider how we are going to be processing these things. 

I can tell you that Carrie and Nick are looking to get as much as they can get done administratively out the door, some of these things that you don't necessarily have to take to a plan reviewer but we are trying. You are right. It is a good idea to look at your physical space to see if you can prove it? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Can you do two more right quick? I just don't want you to have to go back too far. Go ahead, Matt and then I have a quick question. 

MATT REINHART: 
You talked about how it's like a triage. You take an assessment of the permitting any country or something that would be less, you know, you don't have to dive into it as deep and then something a little more convoluted, obviously that takes a little more time? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Realize we made priority all emergency repairs due to the hurricane. 

MATT REINHART: 
How many spots are you down in your permitting area? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Two plant reviewers, two inspectors. 

MATT REINHART: 
How many are you down in code? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
None. Code enforcement has been really stable over the last few years. 

MATT REINHART: 
You talked about the permitting party being self-sufficient and that is your goal to be able to do that. Going to that, I guess the very first thing that popped into my head is that we have a emergency situation and we suspend the fees on permits. Won't that impact you financially? What would you do at that point? 

Say we have become entirely self-sufficient and then another storm happens. We will suspend the fees. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
That's where I go beg for funds from MSD. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Just looking at your pie chart on page 4, there's a part of the chart that's a tiny little sliver that we might have overlooked before but now it stands out. "Due to restoration." How is that money sourced? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
It is payment to us in lieu of putting in a dune. What we require is a 4 foot high dune with a 3-1 slope and plantings on the material. Prior to the hurricanes, we acknowledge there were areas that would be washed out from all of the sand. 

If we created this fund so we could use it for dune restoration projects and other parts of the County, where we would be able to take and prosper. Right now that is something we are struggling with with our current permitting process. 

It's a situation where those who are impacted by the storm are saying that we are requiring them to do this. That is something that I know has been brought up in other conversations. It's in the book and we as a staff cannot wave it. But we were hoping to do is give folks the opportunity of an 18 month bond to see what would shake out of that natural accretion, or some of the sand that we would be placing out there with the money we are getting from the state. That way, we wouldn't need it but they would still need to give us the bond money. 

Right now I can tell you of at least three or four people who complained about that. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
$37 million that the governor has promised. Is that the correct number? Would that go here? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
I don't know how he would account for it but it would not be in necessarily the dune restoration. That would be a separate fund, I'm not certain. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That's fine it doesn't matter. 

SPEAKER: 
We will account for that likely count for other grants we will set up a fund. The agreement comes forward to counsel and have a budget resolution to establish that fund. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
What Clay just spoke about is something I will speak at the end about as well. About nature taking its course so to speak but we will talk more about that at the end. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Danny? Everybody wait till the end. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Getting back to the considerable challenges their five bills underway. It put us on a much more strict adherence to getting permits out so caused us to have to rethink some of these things. We have to figure out a way to bring in staff and retained. And so we are working on that. 

That is really a primary focus that we are seeing in the building code administration, but it's also prevalent in all of our other operations. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Don Dempsey? 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Is this delay just in the permitting process or is actually in scheduling inspections to? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Inspections are within 24 hours? 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Always within 24 hours? No delays? Just the permitting itself is taking the time. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Let me put it this way. We have contracts with firms that provide a staffing for plan review and inspection. The availability of inspectors for our contractor is much greater than our plan. We will actually pull in our inspectors that have dual certification and plan review so that they can work there and we will give inspections to the private firms because they can't provide us with plan reviewers all the time. 

So, the amount of permits that have come in is amazing. And again, the hurricane through the amount of reroofing permits that we have is through the roof. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
To triage all these permits as they come in? The beach ones obviously take priority? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Anything that's emergency repairs top priority. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Is there a way we could. Of some of these permits? Like fence permits. Had to get a permit put a pole in the ground in my office to sign on. Not the county, the city. But it seems like there's some permanent that's not a structural thing, not a safety thing. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
It was acquires a zoning approval to verify height and location. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Is there any type of permitting going on that maybe isn't necessary and we can get rid of? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
We can look at it but I can tell you for the most part what you want to be able to do is identify things that are required by the Florida building code. We are obligated to do those reviews. If we did not I can have a permit tech review it and get that permit out within five minutes that solves a lot of the problems, and that's what we are striving to get to. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Is that something it takes counsel to approve of? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
No sir, this permits extra bacon. Getting them filled and making sure we work through the HR issues with that as well. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
OK, thanks. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Danny Robbins has a question. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Always a smile on your face when you talk to me about the stuff. Don, I don't want the environmental folks to hang me in the street there but tortoise is a perfect example. You have to go there four times. Four. That's a local ordinance. And like that, not saying that one in particular, but maybe we could streamline not to two times see don't have to go out there, or roofs. Can these folks take pictures of the kneeling pattern or the underlay and sign a waiver so takes the liability off us and puts it on them. Is there ways like that that we can do that? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Yes, we can. The one with the gopher tortoise that's one of our ordinances that we developed. It's a requirement. You're correct it does take for inspections basically tied to the permitting of the fence, the home, whatever it is. If you want to amend that we can bring that back for discussion. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
That was just an example. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
What we have, that's part of what's happening with the (unknown term) organization. They are asking us to go through our ordinances and identify what can be changed or brought back. That's coming, but that's a little bit further out and just working through some of the tree preservation standards right now. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Lastly, Clay your biggest thing is pay? What kind of pay difference for your employees? Or is that the number one issue while we can hire and retain? Or is just nobody wants to do the job? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
A little of both. We have to rethink how we do our performance pay. We also have to look at what our entry-level pay is. When somebody's in here we have the availability to get the money if they go and get more licenses. That helps us out but it also makes them more marketable. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
We need to find the people. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Yes. But there's also the reason why there is such demand is there's not a supply. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Can we reach out to any of these high school graduates? We can train them and grow them ourselves? Give them a better paying job right out of the gate? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
(Unknown Name) your chief building official set in place and apprentice program. We were not able to fill the position. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Is there anyway we can promote that a little bit? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
We're talking to ATC in the high schools. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
To get school credits work? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
If you look at public sector and private sector in the industries, the trades are the hardest to accrue. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
On top of that I think the law has gotten tougher for certifications. We used to be able to do a lot more crosstraining and cross certification. We still attempt to do that but it's a lot more difficult given the hours and things. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Any rehabilitated nonviolent offenders? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
They are captive. 


JAKE JOHANSSON: 
To be have a trusted architecture and a trusted list? I know I used to go up to the city planning department and watch all the people, I love when he comes in because he's always got his you know what together. If I ever need electrical work that sick I'm going to go to. So, do we have that trusted list of people that we don't have to micromanage the stuff they bring in because they've been rocksolid and like every fifth when we do a deep where you can get those permits out quicker? 

Is it the same thing for when they bring in plans for subdivisions and whatnot? Or do we look at everyone like they are new to the block? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
I would say the art of plan review comes in, and you can tell someone who's not been doing it for a while. We will have to micromanage everything. A good thing is right now you have someone like Carrie, Nick Ventura, both of them have enough time that they can look at a set of plans quickly and they can pick out what you're going to be problematic. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
And can we, do we, could we, would we congratulate a bunch of people for going to the County Academy. Can we have a building and contractor Academy where Carrie sits down with everybody and goes, "OK, guys this is how you navigate my office." I'm not talking about coming in the front door. Is that worthy of a two week course? 

On Saturday scary when you have time obviously, but something that streamlines the process on their and because I know darn well, and somebody mentioned it earlier, that the property owner or the developer, the GC tells them one thing and tells the county the other knowing that they are not going to communicate. 

And heaven forbid everybody gets their act together. If I'm a GC I'll tell the homeowner the county has got the information. I don't know what the heck the problem is. It isn't 12 o'clock. Is there anyway to get these guys on board? To be a little sharper at that? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Yes, we can do a better public outreach program. We've been working primarily through the VBIA. We want to teach them... We've had classes in our training room showing them how to use Live, how to go to the program. We can step up our efforts to get better cooperation with them and better understanding of what we've got. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Let us know how we can help you because those guys are on us all the time for stuff. Let us know how we can help you. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Definitely. OK, doing the deep to environmental management. Environmental management as we talked about as a variety of different functions. You can see that have environmental permitting, marine science Center, protected species which is not just gopher tortoises, the manatee protection plan and also goes into the implementation of the incidental take permit. 

We have sustainability and resilience where Catrina Locke has been amazing at getting grants for us to further that. We've been, I'd say, the leading edge. Central Florida leading planning Council often looks to us to help with some of their grant programs. 

We've been, I would say, really taking a positive stride to make sure we are up to speed with resiliency requirements. 

Pollution control. This is an area where Tom Carey oversees a variety of different folks. We have people out there doing inspections of small body pollution generators. They also folks that are out there taking water quality sampling in all the bodies of water we have. Lakes, rivers and over in the intercoastal. 

We have the St. Johns River water management District where we do all the sampling and they do the analysis. So, that's the primary point. This gives you an idea, again personal services are the leading expense. We have revenues offset by the variety of different things including revenue at the Marine science center. We do not charge for the land and the environmental center. 

This gives you an idea of what we have going on there. We have business tax or hazardous-waste surcharge. A lot of this is state-mandated such is the sludge permit fees. 

As we get into it we also have gopher tortoise review fees, tree preservation, and again I want to say with all of these we want to see the fees getting more engaged in how the operation is funded because then that means we are not demanding more from either the MST or general fund, and is truly putting the cost of the service on the user. So we are going to be looking to try to do some upgrades and updates to our fees. Of environmental standards in the incorporated area. We have the sustainability action program and volunteer (indiscernible) with explore Volusia. 

Here is the summary of operations. I want to zip through these because I want to talk about the challenges. Again Ginger is facing the same situation. We have our group of environmental specialists we call them Swampies, they have their own area and we keep them hidden there. She's had a great deal of rotation through the years and these are people with professional degrees that have experience and they go out and do weapon delineations and gopher tortoise inspections, these are the ones who are arborists. 

They are skilled professionals and the thing is, they are churning and burning through us and they need to make sure we have a better way of handling the retention. 

ENRAC, I mentioned earlier as the committee started last year and deep diving into our environmental standards and we have a specific schedule we go through with that group. It's about a two and half year timeframe. We have tree preservation coming up and we are also working on Low Impact Development right now. 

There's a question. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Danny Robins. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
What is a class 2 permit? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
Class II waters are the areas â€“ used for clam and (indiscernible) production. 

SPEAKER: 
Could that be covered under agricultural (indiscernible) or can we pass it to St. John's. These nickel and dime permit fees we have, is it something that's possible? 

CLAY ERVIN: 
We can check into that. 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
OK. 

CLAY ERVIN: 
I will jump into our last operation which is planning and development services this is the group you want to talk to if you have to change your future land use designation and zoning, check in on your land development rights. 

I can tell you, coming to the county seven years ago, the thing I did not understand was the breadth of establishing vested properties here. 

Because of the rural area and how it has transitioned. We heard it tonight, 40 to 50 years ago you transferred the land around, we came up with subdivision standards in 1976. He came up with the unified zoning in 1980, he came up with comprehensive planning in 1990. These all put in place standards were not necessarily around when some of these properties were created and as you see now with the heated real estate market, heirs you would think have never been developed are now being looked at for developing. People are thinking is this a vested property can I develop it for X. 

One of the statistics Carol brought forward is, how many pre-applications we have and how many actual applications come in. We process around 350 to 360 pre-applications. That's quite a few. About 270- 280 actually make it through because when people come in we have to explain what we're trying to do is not allowed by the cop plan but here are alternatives. Some are far-fetched, because we know it's just not allowed on our land without zoning. 

It is something we can do we work with it. But again that's the heated real estate market that's pushing a lot of this. The comprehensive plan is our Bible and that's what we live on. It's what we rely on. It's what we depend on for zoning regulations. We handle quite a few boards. We talked about ENRAC, now we're into the planning and development regulation with Carol she has a preservation board, Kari has the code enforcement Board and the what contracting (indiscernible) board. 

This is our expenses. We do utilize temporary personnel. As we talk about it we know we are part of the business cycle. With upswing comes a downswing so we don't want understaffed or overstaffed so we are trying to hit the middle of the business cycle. 

Sometimes that means you have to hire temporary staff to take care of administrative things and utilize your contract (indiscernible). 

Future challenges, we have next GEN 9/11 which is a multiagency multiyear project. Staff retention again and technology to ensure we are following through with the questions we hear from you all. Are you reaching out to the public so they know how to do their due diligence so that they know what they're buying what they can do what they can do? Making sure it's clear, and understandable? We understand the planners speak in acronyms. 

And in a language that not everybody in the public understands we need to make sure there is better communications. 

Any questions? Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. We can go to â€“ any public participation this evening? John Nicholson. 

SPEAKER: 
Glad it's not late. But I do want to make a comment about it. This four clock was tried before. Going late so the public can be here. If you look out, generally I'm the only one from the public here. At the close of the business day. There are two other gentlemen here. So all of this late-night is for two gentlemen. 

Secondly, this agenda, is 40 items short. Normally there would be 40 more items on the agenda but they cut it short because it's a late night. 

So if we had a normal agenda, we would go into double letters, we go up to 27, 28 items. We would be here until 5 o'clock in the morning. So, if we are short 40 items, this meeting, and in a month, at the next meeting where 40 items short, at what point are we hurting the business of the county? Do you understand what I'm talking about? 

So we can't keep cutting short because we are starting at 4 PM at night. I know this was an experiment but I want you to take a look at that when you decide whether you want to do this or not. 

The item I want to bring up is the sales tax. We tried to have petty sales tax. I was opposed to it. For two reasons. We had not done the impact fee for 17 years. And, a lot of the public agreed with me. We needed to do that. You can't add another tax if you're not fully vested in what we were doing. 

Secondly, the city of Daytona Beach, would raise probably 22, 23,000,000 of that. In the county would give them back 3,000,000. 

So we would end up losing instead of gaining. At least it's better than nothing. But to me, it's like the echo. In the Volusia forever. We raise all this money, get taxed and then don't get any of it back. Our sales tax, we raise â€“ last time was 10-15 years, we raised hundred and $5,000,000 in the city gets back 5,000,000. We lose $100,000,000 every year. That's a lot of money to lose. 

I am asking you, to again think about the petty sales tax but as a petty sales tax (?) the other counties we compete against our at 7.5, 8.5. If we had gone to our residents and said, listen, the other counties... And all we are asking for seven, they would've gone for it. If the structure is needed, and (indiscernible) penny sales taxâ€¦ 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Keith Jester. 

SPEAKER: 
I couldn't disagree with him more on both subjects. I agree with him on a lot but those two I do not. Tonight you all discussed the whole dog park, dogs on the beach and so forth. We need to determine, what is Voluisa County's core responsibilities. 

I don't have a boat, don't use boat ramps but a paper them. I don't go to parks, I'm single, I have no children and it probably would look at if I went swinging on a swing in a park by myself. There are so many amenities within the county that I don't use. I don't use bike trails, in fact I don't hardly use any of the amenities. But yet I help pay for them and that's OK because I think most of those are core responsibilities. 

So when you all start thinking about dogs on the beach again and I applaud all of you that were looking at the cost aspect. But you have to look at the bigger picture. There's so much I pay for that we never use. So I have no dog, have a cat so I can't take my cat to the dog park. But we have dog park so, please consider that when thinking about what are our core responsibilities. 

Same thing with go Tran and Sunrail. I don't use the bus. I use unreal sometimes but there's a lot of things we pay for that we don't use. It's part of what we do as a community and government. We are giving too much money away in the form of social services. Last year was $3.4 million of money that we could've used for ourselves, to help 3000 people get their internet service up north of us. I don't think that's our response ability. We need to rethink, what are our core response abilities. 

When it comes to affordable housing, is our responsibility to take County tax dollars to help with that? I don't think so. We need to consider that. George and his team did a wonderful job putting together presentations that explain just how much this County does in the form of social services. 

Even when it comes to libraries. It's millions of dollars. And they presented that to the former counsel and I think they did a wonderful job. But I really think that needs to be done again, so that this counsel has a full understanding, when you're starting to talk about our tax dollars. 

The other thing I recommend and I talked to George about it before, consider more part-time employees for the county. Your growing base here is retirees and they come with a lot of knowledge from all over the country. Consider employing more part-timers, and using those people who are coming here to your benefit. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. County Manager George Recktenwald. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
I have nothing at this time but I would comment that we are exploring the retired workforce and some of the other areas. It certainly a lot of talent out there. It's just, I think we are transitioning through a period of time where you have to see things come back around where we can fill these positions. We've done a lot, the Council helped us raise wages. We probably have more work to do and we will. 

Again, we have to be more creative just as Mr Chester alluded to with some of the other talent that's out there. So, we will be doing that. 

That's all I have. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Michael Dyer? 

MICHAEL G DYER: 
As part of implementing a new state law that impacts your contractor licensing and structuring appeal boards, you CLCA, we need to bring forward an ordinance to use soâ€¦ If that's acceptable to counsel to proceed with advertising to generate the agendaâ€¦ Unless there's an objection? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Sounds like we are required. 

MICHAEL G DYER: 
The other item is you received an email, several days ago, from the West Volusia Hospital Authority. We are in litigation with them currently on their payment determined by counsel over the last two years for Medicaid match which is, charged to us by the state of Florida who receives a bill from the federal government for Medicaid. 

There are number of arguments they make there, and course we are in litigation but I am happy to prepare a proposed response from counsel if you'd like to respond and have that ready for your next meeting if you'd like. And then Mr. Robbins, Mr. Brower you're familiar with the arguments by case. I know it's new for the rest of you. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Danny Robbins. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
To piggyback off that we talked about to refresh your memory vaguely about really putting the pressure on them. Seeing the benefits and come back with some information on if the county absorbs that, or if we could send a letter of recommendation may be support for that hospital authority. 

Where there's smoke there's fire, something's not right with that and I want to get down to the bottom of it. We let this go away too long in my opinion. If there's anything we can do at a local level and put some pressure on whoever we need to put pressure on and be happy to make that motion for you. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Just to refresh the Council each year allocates that Medicaid bill. You authorized, prior counsel authorized for the 21/22 year to file suit when it was clear west Volusia would not pay their bill. We were successful, we won the trial court level. That's now on appeal. Of course litigation is never quick. That appeal is pending. 

The second year's bill was due and they did not pay, counsel authorized to file an action for payment on that as well. I'm happy we can bring back information for counsel as well. Thank you. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Matt Reinhart for comments from councilmembers. 

MATT REINHART: 
Thank you, Mr. chair. First off, with the guards to Mr. Chester's idea about the part-time employees think it's a great idea and I'm glad to see we are doing that were looking at that. The sheriff did it with regards to all of their full-time as far as the guardians are concerned. Using that knowledge and experience coming from my line of work that certainly beneficial. 

Couple of things I wanted to talk about. Clay, you kind of hit on it earlier we had a discussion, Clay and myself with regards to permitting. Permits are being approved for DEP, and I can't take credit for this because these gentlemen came up with this idea. Permits are being approved by DEP for constructional reconstruction of sea walls. However homeowners that have had these approve your finding out that there is also a 4 foot high, 12 foot dune replacement requirement. 

What I'm proposing is to create a resolution that would defer that requirement until December 31 of 2024. I believe this would then possibly allow the sand to naturally create, I'm sorry that was 2023. I think this would possibly allow the center naturally accrete to where they build the seawall. And then the owners are responsible to meet the acquirement. In the event they do not meet the acquirement it would become a code enforcement issue that would be referred to a special magistrate. 

I'm not trying to pile more on you Carrie, I promise. I believe by deferring the requirement to forfeit sand replacement it would assist in avoiding that additional financial burden homeowners now seeing. They are worried about rebuilding their homes. It would allow nature to take its course with the natural accretion of sand. 

I am making that proposal to have that resolution. I would make that motion if we could. 

JEFF BROWER: 
OK. You made the motion. Is there a second? 

SPEAKER: 
I will second. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Overhead, Paul. 

SPEAKER: 
I think the discussion is going to December 31st 2024. 

MATT REINHART: 
I'm sorry I was right. I thought I had a typo. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Who was the second by? Danny Robbins. Questions? Discussion? I think anything we can do to help these homeowners. And there's no legal challenges with what he's requesting? 

SPEAKER: 
I let Paul answer he looks ready. 

SPEAKER: 
We are going to justify at the same as your feed waiver resolution for our current declared state of emergency. As justification $37 million of sand. Of the things we're going to look at and resolution is potentially tying it to the sand easement, easement for sand placement so the county can come in and if the sand doesn't naturally accrete to the best we can with the trap bags and things like that. 

But Mr. Reinhart we don't see an issue. We are deferring it at the end of the period. We will reassess any additional action is required or further doing construction and planting or payment in lieu. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you very much. That was a couple of citizens who brought that to our attention that they go through the process. Were asking them what to do. DP is telling them what to do and they get the permit and they find that we have a requirement and there's a requirement for that. I want to help them where we could. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Let's vote on it. 

SPEAKER: 
I'm sorry. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Can you put your motion in a very brief? 

SPEAKER: 
I'd like to make a motion. We go back to my notes here. Motion to deferred the 4 foot high 12 foot dune replacement requirement and for that requirement until December 31, 2024. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Troy Kent? 

TROY KENT: 
Councilman Reinhart I applaud you for doing this. I talked with staff about this and I was blown away when I learned the average cost is around $45,000. If the ocean takes that away they've got to put it back there again. Three words popped into mind when I hear stuff like that. Stop the insanity. 

I'm pleased you've come up with an idea that's going to help our homeowners that are on the ocean without specific problem. 

SPEAKER: 
Gives staff that credit. 

JEFFERY BROWER: 
All in favor say aye. Any opposed? Motion carries 7-0. 

SPEAKER: 
Another area near and dear to my heart is the Daytona Beach Midtown. John Nicholson I'm going to point out he brought up something tonight. I thought about this before and then he brought it up again this evening. The possibility of, he brought up an idea about the committee that would come up to address the flooding issues in Daytona. Most of these are city issues, however we are one area. We are County. I'm not saying we formed the committee in asking this individuals to come to us asking for money, but to think outside the box how we can help. It doesn't always have to be about money. 

This is not a motion this is more to those who are hopefully still listening of our city officials in the Daytona Beach, Ponce Inlet, Daytona Beach Shores to call. Let's talk. 

The Shores and Ponce Inlet have, Daytona I have one gentleman approached me on it, but I would like to sit down and have a serious conversation about how we can help Midtown especially. And so I'm hoping they are hearing that. I would implore them to reach out to me, and that's all I have. I promise I'm listening after this sitting here so long. My leg is cramping. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Thank you. Mr. Robbins? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Old tried to make this brief as well. I have two ordinances I'd like to bring back. I'll briefly go over them. There are examples from other parts of the state of Florida. One is New York City, I believe something every once in a while comes good out of there. 

The first one, this all falls back on quality of life, it's a local ordinance which kind of piggybacks off the state. I like about is it gives our local community more control over parties that are near and dear to our heart. 

What I am about to kind of layout in the next coming meetings, this is a little bit, all show you a little bit about that. It's a park playgrounds band on adults unaccompanied by children. Pretty much what this does is it creates restrictions defined by statute. Sexual predators and sexual offenders at more of a local level we can tailor to our community. 

I have all of the language here in some examples. It's actually a lot to go through but it's a compelling interest to promote and improve the health of safety, welfare citizens of the county by creating this inside Volusia County parks where children regularly congregate in concentrated numbers where certain sexual offenders and sexual predators are prohibited. Examples, New York City has it. It came in during Giuliani stays in the late 90s, early 2000's. I am a beach, Hollywood Florida, Palm Beach County. 

I personally think it's worth exploring. 

And second this goes a little bit more toward property owners. Sexual offenders and sexual predator residents prohibition penalties and exceptions. I have that verb cheer as well. If counsel is willing I like to have staff come up with an overview. And it's one of the things in our charter because I guess what else can you do at 4 AM when you're talking to the dogs on the couch? 

I started going through our charter and I realized we are missing a section that a lot of other cities and counties have when it comes to predators, offenders, and when we talk about quality of life I think this is it. Our kids need to be able to be kids in certain areas. Parents need to feel safe. 

That's why I'm proposing hitting some more information. If my colleagues are good with that I'll go ahead and enter this stuff into the record and bring back some more information for presentation. Thank you. That's all. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Thank you. Staff picked that up. You didn't make a motion you're just requesting that staff bring back information? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I will make a motion to bring back information on the possible adoption or exploration of these ordinances and to establish an actual predator and sexual offender section in our code of ordinances. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Second by David Santiago. All in favor say aye. Any opposed? Thank you. 

OK, David Santiago. Don Dempsey? 

DON DEMPSEY: 
Nothing. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Jake Johansson? 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
Yes sir. Couple of comments. First of all this is our first nighttime meeting. We are going to have another one but it may have been light on the items, but I think it's important. As a matter-of-fact world dying to get out of here, maybe we will be a little bit more efficient in our use of time. 

The second thing is I would like it on the record that since I have been elected, and probably during the campaign even, the sales tax has come up many times and never by a politician. It's always been by the public. I find that interesting that the public didn't want it, but a lot of people are talking about it again. 

In the past two weeks I've been to affordable housing advisory committee meeting and I met with the faith group and to George with your permission I like to bug Clay a little bit and ask a few questions. No make him do some things, but I think he's got all the information I just need a trip. I urge the public were probably in bed right now but hopefully you catch the highlights. I noticed during the dog beach conversation, councilmember Kent got 100 emails maybe Mr Reinhart got some more. I got a few as well. 

But what I noticed, was members of the public are possibly emailing the chairman, and their district person when in fact, you have no problem emailing and communicating with everyone of us. We all represent everyone of you in some way or another. I urge you to email or communicate with us all. If you have an issue. 

It educates us, gets us up to speed before the meeting and allows us to make the best informed decision when it comes time to vote. 

And lastly, I kind of laughed about going to the park and being old but not hitting the swing set, parks are more than swing sets and monkey bars. If you're single and you are not spending time in our parks and getting out and about, come out and swing every once in a while it's a little bit of fun. But there's more to do in our parks and swing and slide but, get out and enjoy yourself a little bit other than that I have nothing. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Troy Kent. 

TROY KENT: 
Thank you chairman. One of the speakers asked tonight at the end of the evening, what should government be providing? The bare minimums of course are safety, security, roads, water, sewer, but I don't want to live in a community that just gives us basics. 

Select tonight, with the citizens Academy here with Dana Paige-Pender human resource director, and those people were jazzed up about what they learned about Voluisa County's in field trips and things. I was appreciative of seeing that. But I can agree with you, the second speaker, as you totally disagreed with the first speakers, both of his comets about the sales tax and he doesn't like the 4 o'clock meeting. Many speakers thanked us for having an evening meeting. I started to get everyone here and it was easier for me to count how many empty seats we had. We had 32 empty seats in this building when our meeting started. Just so you know. Mr Recktenwald, we have people who say hello to us, I don't always bring my business cards, but can we each get a business card holder and have business cards here so when people come up and ask us questions during breaks and stuff like that? Thank you. 

So, I will give that to you Mr Dempsey and then I will ask you Mr Santiago to take one and pass it down. Suzanne, when you get this if you will just pass it over to George and Michael. I had Steph give this to me tonight pass out all of you and these are Volusia Forever challenge coins. I had a great opportunity to go to a ribbon-cutting event with the County of Volusia, the city of Ormond Beach and the St. Johns River water management. Over at the Riverbend Park in Ormond Beach. 

Councilman Reinhart was there, and we have these challenge coins we passed out and I thought they were great. The message on the back conserve, preserve and restore â€“ this is Volusia Forever which it now states from the year 2000 â€“ 2040. This was the first Volusia forever program in this city of Ormond Beach. Is Kevin Captain still here? I had the pleasure of going to quite a few ribbon cuttings over my years. 

And George, you need to hear it, Kevin Captain, and his team, I have never seen a more well organized, ribbon-cutting event set up, he thought of everything. They had multimedia there, he had staff members there and these challenge coins there. He is prepared and was a step above something I had never seen before. 

And I publicly wanted to just say Mr Captain to you and your team, my hats off to you. It was spectacular, the only bad thing is, my expectation is that for all of them now. But thank you very much and I also since last time we met had an opportunity to go to a ribbon-cutting at the YMCA Ormond Beach. 

There was an Echo project therefore playground. Again, a fantastic event. Last thing I will say is I had an airport tour yesterday was Presidents' Day and you think you were off of work but I was at the airport from 9 AM to 4 PM with Cyrus and his team. I received a challenge coin from the Volusia fire rescue ARF (?) group. My eyes were opened so much. I thought I knew a better airport and fire stations, but the specialty that those men and women have to do, to be ARF (?) certified in the equipment we have out there in the three-minute timeline, and the 60 mph that that 30+10 vehicle can go, and I can go on and on. 

About the great facility that we have out at the airport. To keep our residents and visitors alike save especially if there is a harrowing event that happens at that airport. 

It was eye-opening, it was a wonderful day and now I will jump into Cyrus Callum who I mentioned before. What a gem, him and his team, the economic development that's going on there. More than that, a boutique type airport. Some things I didn't know. 

Books, they have a little library of books for adults and kids. You need a book you take a book is free. Take it with you on your flight it doesn't cost you anything. On Valentine's Day they had Angel and Phelps little miniature airplanes with a little message about wishing you a happy Valentine's Day. Using one of our local vendors, to do that, they had Valentine's Day postcards. 

And they have other postcards, and you fill them out and you put them in a box, and the airport meals it for you with the postage. Like, who does that? I've never heard of this in my life! But they do that. 

Bustling businesses out of the airport property. It was the best field trip I've ever been on, on a piece of government property. And George, you needed to hear that. For me, what was fresh in my mind. Homerun. Great night meeting, I was off by 23 minutes. 10:30 PM was my number. 

SPEAKER: 
You just took 20 of them. 

TROY KENT: 
But had to talk about all of it! 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Cyrus just came inâ€¦ he missed yourâ€¦ 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Those guys back there will take care of Cyrus. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I will skip most of what I had to say I want to do something I didn't plan on doing because I too got a text. I don't usually look at text but, I got a sick family member so I just watched to see to make sure that she's OK. 

But I want to say, that this was our first nighttime meeting and we are not always going to have a dog on the beach item. But I thought it went well. 

It's not even one a.m. I said 9 o'clock. But dogs on the beach. We had a good debate and it's going to be a long process. It looks like. For that. And that's OK I guess. 

Clay and I just talked about this, I think before the meeting. Which is like a long time ago now (Laughs). I want stuff to know that this is not directed at you as a complaint, quite the contrary. 

This has to do with the situation in my neighborhood that I â€“ that affects me a little bit, affects my wife a great deal. It's made her very sick. 

It's made members of my little neighborhood, sick. To the point that they are fearful. And so, at â€“ we have a â€“ just to let the rest of the Council know, we have a pool manufacturer in the neighborhood, it's been there for years. But apparently they are really busy now. They make fiberglass pools and for any of you surfers on the board here, that have ever worked with fiberglass, you know that the residence that you used to cure fiberglass are toxic. They are carcinogens, you don't handle them lightly. 

This company is finishing their pools outside. Not in a warehouse with filtered air going out into the environment. It used to be two or three pools, now there's five, six, seven and eight. And you smell it when you ride by. smells horrible. I didn't think too much of it. Until my wife got sick and then I started getting calls from the neighbor. 

I got this email at 3:04 PM. (Reads) Hello Jeff I just came home to let my dogs out in the fumes are so strong in my front yard it's like you are almost passing out. I had to put my other two dogs inside from breathing the toxic fumes. 8:50 PM. Hello Jeff, just wanted to let you know it's 8:48 PM in the fiberglass fumes smell is so strong on my back porch it takes your breath away. 

They are laying low during the day, no activity and that night, as when they are doing it. I've been to this, the man that sent me that who is a cancer survivor, his wife has asthma. He called me about 8:51 PM at night and I couldn't stand his home. My eyes watered, my skin burned I was sneezing and I needed to get out. 

Honestly broke my heart. I say, how do I leave these people to live in a house I can't stay in? I was there about 15 minutes. They are living there. They have all kinds of devices trying to purify going on in their home. This is not acceptable. 

I'm going to say this publicly, and I know County staff is probably cringing because we work closely with DEP. I just complemented DEP at the Indian River Lagoon counsel because they partner with us with a lot of money, in motor clean-up products and I really appreciate it. 

But they have failed us here. Our staff has been out there, they know there's a problem, the County Attorney staff is working on issues and they have actually issued some stop work orders. For other infractions on the property. But the DEP, which is not County, has gone there and said there is no problem. 

There's a huge problem. 

It's not going to end well for somebody. So I'm going way out on a limb and saying, as we've got two members of the press here, and I will tell you, where these neighbors are. 

I can't wait anymore. Somebody is going to die, someone is going to get really sick. And so I'm keeping my responsibility to my neighbors. Danny Robins? 

DANNY ROBBINS: 
Chair, I see your concern. I see the necessary necessity to dig into this and get to a conclusion somehow for how we go from here. Be cautious about being the judge and jury. Until we get more facts as a counsel. 

Obviously this reflects in this counsel. And I agree we have to be careful until we cast blame without more facts. I do understand your immediate concern. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Thank you. I have the facts, I've been there. I'm not asking you to have the facts. I'm telling you what the facts are for me and I'm calling and more help on it. David Santiago. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
You, Mr. Chairman. I want to add to the fact that I be as angry as you are with what you described but at the same time I want to make sure we follow the proper process so we don't expose the county to every liability. Utilize every resource we have, put pressure on BP to make sure they're doing the proper testing. But exercise the proper protocols to make sure were not exposing yourself to liability. But I support acknowledging that there is a problem. 

JEFF BROWER: 
People's lives are at stake. I'm not going to talk about protocols. I have followed the protocol with staff and they have done everything they can that I have asked. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
I don't know what you are suggesting otherwise. 

JEFF BROWER: 
I want action taking. (unknown term) is out there and say there's no issue. I'm not buying it. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
I want to help, I want you to know that. But we have to be rational to make sure we don't expose the county. That's all I'm saying. I want to help. 

JEFF BROWER: 
Alright, that's it for me. 11:02 PM. The first evening meeting is adjourned. 
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