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>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay, we're going to start in three minutes, just giving everybody a heads up. It looks like we've got a lot of people to speak, I don't know, I haven't gotten the forms yet, so I don't know if they're all for the early morning or for items, but what I'm going to ask you to do is when you come to speak, just state your name and where you're from and you have three minutes and I'm going to -- I'm going to really watch the clock this time, just so that everybody does have time to speak before midnight. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, if I could make a request to make sure that we go by the sheets when they come in, like, numerical order, if someone got here really early, they should be heard first, so. . 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay, we have a few council members out because as you found out, this morning, on your way in, you had to walk through -- yeah, through high tide, through growing water levels as we -- as the sies open up, so did you see Barb? 
Okay, today is the first day of a new approach to Volusia County council meetings, starting today, all of the public comments are part of the public record. And as it should be. 
So that also means that we have more than from 9:30 to 10:00, so I'm going to ask you, again, please be respectful of other people's time. You have three minutes when you come up, just tell us your name, your rank, your serial number, where you're from -- no, tell us your name and where you're from and tell us what's on your mind and we'll fit as many as we can get in, there's also -- you can fill out these yellow forms on the table back there, to speak for a particular item on the agenda. 
If you would like to speak to the item. And with that. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, I would like to bring up again, and I want to make sure that the rest of the council is in agreement, if we could have those read come in, numbered, so those who came here early should be first on the list, if that's okay with council? You know,, maybe shift it or -- we have to keep them in order. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Well, I have shifted some around and I'll keep them shifted just for two people that were -- that had asked me if they could speak first because they had to leave, somebody on short-term rentals and somebody from the Daytona chamber, those are the two that I shifted around if that's okay with you. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I'm just asking KOUNGS, I don't want to overstep, normally, go in order, I would appreciate it. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: I'd be more for first come, first serve, so it's fair across the board. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay, thank you for your thoughts. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, before we get into public participation, the agenda is changed since your direction of last week, so the invocation and pledge is before public participation. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: That's correct.
So we'll call this meeting to order at 9:33, on April 16th, 2021. And we'll begin, if you would stand for the invocation by reverend David Westcott, with first congregational church of Orange City Church of Christ and stand for the pledge of allegiance, thank you. 
>> Good morning. Thank you for the invitation to offer the invocation, and I bring you all greetings from the first congregational church of original city. Let us -- Orange City. Let us pray. God, we thank you for this day and seek your guidance so we make the best of it. We ask for your blessing upon our county, and desire the strength, the courage and the faith to face whatever challenges may come our way. We ask especially for your help in those communities that struggle.
Whether that be individuals or businesses dealing with the COVID virus, for the homeless, and hungry, and all others in need of relief. We invite your spirit now to be present in this place at this time. Giving guidance and inspiration, bless those who are present here today with the gifts of wisdom and discernment as they deal with the issues of the day. We ask all of this in the name of all that is holy, amen. 
>>SPEAKER: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands one nation under God indivisible with liberty and justice for all. 
. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay, with that, I'll call names and I'll call the backup names so you can be ready. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, I'll go ahead and call the roll call of the county council fist.
>>CHAIR BROWER: Why don't you call the roll? That's a great idea. 
( Roll call ) . 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Carissa, can I call names now? 
(Laughing) NOEFL Boeing will first and then Sean Richmond from the Daytona Beach came -- chamber, so noble, are you still here? 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning council members, my name is noble and I live in New Smyrna Beach, I believe it is the huge mistake that council members can only nominate someone from their own district to serve on the short-term rental advisory committee. While that requirement may have been well intentioned, it is effectively precluding the formation of a balanced committee membership, if you look at the applicants for the advisory committee for each district, in their position on short-term rentals, it is hard to imagine a well-balanced group. Mr. Brower and Mr. Johnson are not constrained in who they select, perhaps Mr. Johnson will pick someone who is against them and Mr. Brower will pick someone who is in FWAIFR of STR's, the problem is that the three council members who voted to enforce the -- to any enforcement don't have any applicants they can select who oppose the STRs, and Ms. 
Girtman's district, that's one applicant, a Realtor and in favor of STRs, and in Ms. 
Wheelers, all are in favor of STRs. The other applicant, is in realest state and property managementl and claims to be neutral, I find that hard to believe. And Dr. Lowry's district, there's two applicants, one is for STRs and the other e-mailed saying Mr. Brower had asked him to submit a application, this person does not clearly articulate a position and asked to be the committee chairman. 
This means that any chance to get a balanced committee requires both Mr. Robins and Ms.
Post to select applicants who are against STRs, no offense, but given their unwavering support for the enforcement clause, it's hard to have any confidence in them selecting somebody that will be strongly opposed to short-term rentals, it is not surprising that the vast majority of applicants are from district 3 and district 4, as of those are the people who will be most affected if short-term rentals are permitted. Accordingly, council members should be allowed to select the best qualified applicant representing a balanced set of views regardless of the district they live in. 
Therefore, I strongly encourage the council to vote to postpone naming an advisory committee for at least two weeks. Council members should not be constrained to select applicants from their own districts. 
Formation of the committee should be delayed until council members can select a balanced representation from the applicants regardless of the district. This delay would also give the council time to see if the state legislature will enact any legislation related to STRs, which they haven't done sofaer in this session, if the state does not take action, there is really no need to form an advisory committee, because the county couldn't even implement the recommendations. If they did, they would trigger state prepreemption. 
>> Shawn Richmond? 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning. My name is Shawn Richmond, I'm from the Daytona regional CHAM Berck -- chamber, I'm the new director of advocacy, I'll be taking over for Jim Cameron, retiring I'm not replacing him, because you can't replace Jim, but I wanted to come up here and introduce myself. I've met a few of you. 
Virtually and in-person, and I look forward to working with you guys in the future, I'll be dealing with all of the Government relations sides of things, local, state and federal. So if you have any questions or need anything from the chamber, please feel free to reach out to me. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: You're welcome, we are -- we are certainly going to miss Jim Cameron and you're going to have to up your -- 
(Laughing) -- 
>>SPEAKER: You're not from Alabama, are you? Okay. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: I don't think we're going to miss Jim because he's not going anywhere. He'll still be here. 
John rappal and then Jackie mole? 
>>SPEAKER: John rappal, Bethune beach, yeah, for the past few weeks, I've been calling different counties in Florida asking them about their short-term rental problems that they've had in the county. And one that stuck out to me a lot was Monroe county. The keys. 
All of the different islands, and all of that. And on Duvall street, there's hotels and everything like that, so if you own a house there, you're allowed a short-term rental also, but behind the streets you cannot need special exemption, the reason why the county manager told me this, there's a lot of mom and pops, hotel and motels there, if they allowed this, you would put them all out of business. And another county, which is St. Lucie county, Hutchinson island, where they're using the sheriff to enforce this, they're checking the websites and showing up when the people are supposed to check in and when they check in, they ask them how long they're there for and if they're less than 30 days, they tell them they cannot enter this property and have to find elsewhere. Maybe we should use the sheriff to help us out, we only have five code enforcement officers in our county. Which they have so many things to do, I talked to Fred, he said he's got 40 that he was working on in Bethune Beach area. And a lot of them was for construction without permits and things like that. But Daytona Beach has 23. And the City of New Smyrna has five and a half. 
And I mean, why can we not go get more code enforcement officers, or ask the sheriff's department to help us out in these situations? These are illegal, these people keep coming up here telling you they are doing right, they have been doing wrong since 2004, illegally, breaking the law and they're telling you they're going to lose their homes, these are investment properties, Mr. Vegas has got 8LLCs, I don't know what they're all about. 
And one thing I'd like to ask Mr. Vega, also, if he knows anything about this letter sent to me, anything? About this letter. Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Jackie? 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning. My name is Jackie mole, I live in Port Orange. And I attend AME chapel church and one of 30 congregations in Volusia County that's a member of faith. For the last three years, I've co-chaired the faith housing committee, last month, faith attended -- had an action assembly, of over 1100 residents of Volusia County. And we were excited to have members of our county council participate, together, we unified around the idea that our county needs a locally controlled affordable housing trust fund. This council has done a great job in allocating CARES Act dollars to help with rental assistance during this crisis. But we know their there needs to be along term SLUKS solution to our lack of affordable and workforce housing. Many of our members have contacted our state representatives or legislators, to plead with them to not take money away from our statewide housing trust fund. We know cities and county Government elected officials likewise have spent considerable time in trying to allocate for the pause as well unfortunately, it appear as though moneys from -- will be limited and swept permanently. 
It is clear that we cannot rely on Tallahassee and/or DC to solve our affordable housing problems. 
This is why counties like Seminole, orange, and others across our states, are creating locally controlled affordable housing trust funds. That empowers the developers to create and rehabilitate housing for working families and seniors. A few weeks ago, Daytona Beach took steps towards commissioning a study in fee, which uses growth -- similar projects. We know that the Mayor of Deland has expressed interest in his city participating in the fees, if it was in collaboration with the county. Faith is calling on this body to create a locally-housing trust fund. And commission a Nexus study in order to further quantify the problem and analyze how interest fees my fund a housing trust fund without overburden the taxpayers, we look forward to attending the county workshop on housing next month. And hope to meet with you all individually as well. Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, sir.
Pete Vega? Followed by James GRUMGRUMer. 
>>SPEAKER: GRUMer is good. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: GRUMer is good.
>>SPEAKER: Good morning. Later today, you should be appointing voters to serve on a committee to offer short-term rental -- 
solutions to short-term rental issues, it's offensive to say that the council -- many other good people. I'm not valued because I don't vote in Volusia County, and it doesn't seem to matter that I own a home I paid an exorbitant amount of taxes, it doesn't matter that I own and care and value my property as much as anybody else in my neighborhood. I have a vested interest in finding a solution to the short-term rental problem, and I know common ground and understand both sides. So please explain to me why so many good people are not being considered? It would be up to you to choose from a group of only Volusia voters to provide options, unfortunately, your flip-flopping is giving one side no incentive to work towards a solution. You must demand that everyone on this committee understands there is a problem. And everyone has a vested interest in finding a solution. So at this moment, this is the moment of truth. 
This committee is not for political cover, you cannot continue to kick the can down the road, you can't make this problem go away. You have an opportunity to find solutions for this problem, and you have find it very soon. Heather Post made a comment at the last -- at a previous meeting stating this has been an issue for as long as she remembers, unless you're willing to confront the problem and find a solution, this will continue to be an issue. She also recommended staff to find other communities where this is working and follow their blueprint. Has staff been directed to do this? Will they be presenting this in the public? If you remove the emotion, this an easy decision, when considering what's best for all of the Volusia County, and not just a vocal few who show up in green shirts and bring signs and want to keep visitors off of their beach. This is a common -- there's a lot of common ground and there's some very common sense solutions that will benefit both sides. So if you choose voters to serve on this committee, that have a vested interest in finding a solution to the problem, it will work. 
If you choose someone only -- 
that only sees and advocates for one side of the issue, it doesn't see the need to find common ground, you'll be judged by the failure of ace did ain't POMENT. -- disappointment. 
Please choose people who want to solve this problem. Thank you.
>> Thank you, James. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Next will be Harry BRANT. 
>>SPEAKER: James might be next. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: I'm trying to get a back up. 
>>SPEAKER: Very good. Good morning council members. And my name is James GRUMer and I leave in Bethune Beach and for the last 24 years, most of my life, I've tried to live according to God's spoken word. 
In genesis, God lays out his views about how we should treat his creation. When God says we shall rule over the fish, the sea, and the birds and all living creatures and move across the ground, the word is not rule. But really stewardship. 
It's not a suggestion of stewardship, it is in fact a commandment. I live in Bethune beach, it's my home. And I made a conscious decision to move there, I could have lived near Flagler, Riverside or canal, but for me, I choose to make the decision to live at the end of the road, far, far away from the congestion, parking problems, loud music and bright lights. I wanted a quiet neighborhood. To hear the ocean, and see stars. 
But -- came calling, short-term rentals linked with technology platforms of Vrbo and Airbnb and the promise of huge rental profits, have turned my dream into a nightmare. A few examples. Of the unquiet life in Bethune Beach. These past several years. 
One, coming back from a business trip, finding my driveway filled with car, cars that were attending a party, just a house away. 120 guests at a single STR. As they were shuttling and using valet services to park at the Bethune beach park to attend a wedding. 
Three live music and mirror balls on an ocean deck during the peak of turtle season. Last summer, renters launched a jet ski from the beach and began riding the surf as my grandchildren were swimming, five broken beer bottles, trash cansover flowing, rat problems, rat trapping, catching one every night, by the way, I gave up. 
Rats had won. Parking, parking, parking, parking, parking, on sidewalks, grass, property, parking forward, parking backwards, parking back way. 
After the county put up no parking signs, the signs sprouted legs and new signs needed to be erected by the county, 8, one house because of the size, attracts bikers, lot TS of them, of course, alcohol and bike week are not a great mix. Sadly, my wife and I now have to be planned to be out of town as it's too loud and we cannot sleep in our own home. 
4th of July. I'll let that one go. It's too long. 
(Laughing) Please don't change our zoning in Bethune, please don't change our current laws. Rather, enforce them. Do not let STRs permanently reshape our community. Lastly, I have paid a price as I refused to allow the behave or of a few to intimidate me and I have received threatening mail and I had to contact the postal service. Please respect our wishes. Thank you. And help us be better Stewards of Bethune Beach. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Harry BRANT. 
Followed by Kevin McGuire. 
>>SPEAKER: My name is Harry BRANT and I'm a resident of 4711 Vancleave drive New Smyrna Beach for 42 years. And I have seen changes in the treatment from the county over the years, and the basically, always been good, the county has been an excellent regulator of rules for us and it's made it a wonnederful neighborhood to live in. And we couldn't be happier, three times the City of New Smyrna Beach attempted to annex into the city and three time s -- sands and Bethune fought it off and the city gave up. Because the county has always treated us well. This is the first time that I have the feeling that the county is willing to destroy the neighborhoods that have built up over the 42 years that I've lived here because of Airbnb and Vrbo and all of the other legal ways of providing rental properties, it's changed the value of our life and our home. 
I'm 86 years old. And I know all of my neighbors. And we have a very nice community. 
When I look around silver sands and Bethune Beach I see much of the same, but then, I find that the people who come here on short-term rentals, they don't have the same feelings about the area as we do. And they come here, they want to rent part of us for a few days, and then leave. And then they leave their trash and they bring several cars and so forth. 
Community changing the -- 
completely changing the atmosphere and the livability of where we are. All of these people are here illegally. It was previously mentioned by another man. Who was up here. 
That these are all illegal under our existing laws. 
As is said throughout the country, and on a national scale, right down to Volusia County, we have enough laws, if we enforce the laws that we have in existence now, we won't have a problem. We don't need to change it and potentially open up the situation. My understanding is that if we attempt to change the laws, we could end up with one-day rentals. It's absolutely unconscionable for the county to change something, it isn't broke and it doesn't need fixing, all it needs is enforcement of the existing laws that we have now. 
And I think you as the current county council, I hope you'll continue to treat silver sands and Bethune and the rest of the public that is controlled by the Volusia County county council to live in the wonderful areas that we have lived in for all of these years. Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Harry. Kevin McGuire? Followed by Howard Hittsal. 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning, and thank you for letting me talk here, I'm Kevin McGuire, I'm a resident of New Smyrna, I have really enjoyed it. So one of the things I would like for the ad hoc committee, for anyone who will participate in this short-term rental issue, I'm totally against it. And here are the reasons, I'm going to keep this really short. When the short-term rentals, my family and I we do not feel safe in the neighborhood, you don't know who is going to be next door any day of the week. And we've had situations where the neighbors and the houses next door change on the daily basis. 
It negates the quiet neighborhood that I bought into.
It's gotover run with cars, with traffic, and with parking, and it's just really, really sad to see this happening. It decreases the value of the neighborhood. I'm standing outside of my lot, mowing the grass one morning and a car drives by, and asks me which house is for sale, I pointed out the house for sale and then she asked, where is the Airbnb house? I said, it's just next door. And she said, thank you for telling me, I'm not going to go near that house. I don't want to go -- I want to go to a different neighborhood. This is what's happening in the neighborhood. Parking. As people have already said, parking is an extremely bad issue, I would just like to show how this happened. This is a neighbor's house. This is parking. 25 cars parked in the neighborhood almost. In different days. This is the SFL single family home, the traffic has increased on the road and it's not safe the and number of people in some of these houses has already people said, 10, 20, 30 people, going in. What's happening now is they are doing daily parking in the houses to give people access to the beach.
20 cars, 30-40 people on the beach. In one single -- one house. So I would like to just say, whoever gets on this committee, needs to think about the people in these neighborhoods, not just the profit that's some of the people are making from these Airbnb. 
Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Howard followed by Karen Clark. 
>>SPEAKER: HI, thank you for hearing me, my name is Howard Hittsal, I live in St. Augustine beach in St. Johns county but my wife and I have own a condominium at New Smyrna Beach at arrow by the sea for 20 years now, when we bought our condominium, we did it with the understanding that the condominium, we planned to use it as a vacation home and also, to rent it. We -- the condominium documents at this point in time, I say, the majority of the owners that arrow by the sea also rented at that point in time. And the condominium documents allowed for rentals with a minimum duration of a week. The ordinance as it stands, really poses the threat to a number of owners in our condominium. Many of them are -- they are not wealthy and they have depend for year, since the inception of did the condominium on the ability to rent, it helps them pay their mortgages in some cases and association fees. Taxes. And the like. So I'm really concerned that should this current ordinance remain in place that people will have to sell their condominiums. 
Because they simply cannot afford to keep them. And it really has been their understanding from the inception when they purchased it that they would be able to do that. I've looked at some other communities and how they're managing the short-term rentals. I think condominiums are very often excluded from those ordinances. 
Condominiums already have and homeowner's associations in fact already have the ability to manage set standards for rentals. And they in fact do that, so I think any oversight or really regulation by the county is unnecessary in condominiums or homeowners associations, the beauty of letting them make those decisions, it really is up to the owners to decide what kind of standards they want to have. 
And regulate their own rental policies. So I support really allowing especially condominiums to make their own decisions. 
I'm concerned as a taxpayer in Volusia County, we pay 12.5% tax on all of the rentals that we provide and I would assume that that's a significant revenue stream for Volusia County, and so I was just wondering how that will impact the tax revenues in the county. So I encourage the council to pursue a solution to this, hopefully, prior to the busy summer rental season. And as I said, St. Johns county has a very, very thorough approach, they do not prohibit short-term rentals, they don't restrict the length of them. And they have omitted condominiums, and homeowners associations from their oversight and but they have a very reasonable approach, I think, to regulating other short-term rentals in the county and I think it's been successful. So I just urge the council to do whatever you can as quickly as you can and borrow some of the solutions that have worked effectively I believe in other communities. Thanks very much. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Karen Clark? Followed by Jim Stewart. 
>> Glenwood. -- number one, the road stripe again, I'm repeating it from the last time, the white is nonreflective and on the west side, especially on old New York avenue, when you go from 44 past stockyard and to the trail, there's -- there's six foot drop, a foot off that little white stripe that you can't see.
So again, somebody from here gave me their card who was in charge, but it was for somebody else. So somebody can get to me, then I can point that out. 
The other thing is, there seems to be a lack of roofing inspectors, because no matter where you drive on the west side, I don't know about anywhere else, they're just still in the tarps and the underLAMENT, so maybe there's like a -- you have a bunch of 1099 contractors that can go out and inspect the roofs to get them going. The dog parks are doing well. You spay and neuter program is outstanding, again. 
Even their chip, the free microchips that the people get, some of them do need microchips but the dogs and the cats. 
There are chronic bad owner behavior, we know, we have it in Glenwood, ten years, these dogs, they're only little, they go out and bother the people on the trail. They are snappy little ankle biters and they do attack, something that our county animal control has no control over them, they pay the fine at the last minute. $165. And they spent thousands of dollars in fines. And just the trail issue, there, it's well maintained and thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Karen. Jim Stewart, followed by our own John Nicholson. 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning council member, good to see you again. 
As you know, I live in Bethune beach and I'm a full time resident and I am probably the youngest of the full time residents in at least on my street. My daughter is 19. I don't know what these people are talking about. Because I live there full time for a year. And I've been off work. I live in my home. And I live on the beach. I mean, I live on the beach front. So the only speeding I see is going to Bethune Beach park and perhaps to the national park. So if the counsel wants to attempt to close those parks, that would help the problem. Otherwise, what I saw last year, when the roads got shut down was a ghost town, so I'm fortunate enough to be able to live there. But with the price of housing there, the types of jobs that are in Volusia County, they're in commuteable distance are not existence, I'm lucky enough to be able to do that. Taking away your tax revenue, property values going down, and you're talking about having a tax issue. When we do this. As we know, there's tens of -- 
millions of dollars that have been paid in to Volusia County. 
And do the math. We heard the guy last time, we heard your tax guy talking about how much revenue is generated by short-term rentals. And we're talking tens of millions of dollars. So we need to weigh the balance of the community with the voices of the few. 
Because from what I see, when people left, it turned into a ghost town. And I'm talking trash in the driveway. You know, now, that's trash. Left over trash in the driveway. 
Newspapers piling up, there's nobody there. There's nobody there. So, you know, I bought into a beach community, E didn't buy into a retirement community, I didn't buy into an HOA, and I certainly didn't buy into harassment from my neighbors. 
So let's talk about this. 
Within a week of moving in, my moving truck is out front. And can which actually, I've used my motor home and a trailer, and I was immediately harassed by some guy, I don't know, just drove by. And I'm like, it's in my yard. This is my house. You know, I have property rights, too. And, you know, you're talking about people not being able to vote on this, that aren't here, they don't have a voice. You don't have a voice to tell me what I do with my house, okay? There's plenty of rental software out there, noise aware, ring doorbells, this problem can be solved but shutting down the economy in Volusia County -- in Bethune beach and south Volusia County, is not the answer. And we certainly don't need any taxation, so if you guy want to forget who pays the taxes, and why you don't have a state tax in Florida, you need to think about that before you do a knee jerk reaction, based on the opinions of a vocal few that apparently have a lot of time on their hands, so thanks for your time. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Jim.
John Nicholson, followed by Eric licklick. 
>>SPEAKER: I wanted to be last -- John Nicholson, beach side. 
Morning, I went to get my second shot and at the fairgrounds, there's no signage anywhere in the city, how to get there, so I asked this lady at Burger King, I stopped by to grab breakfast, easy, go down Woodward and it's down there on the right. Well, guess what, once E get past Orange City, it wasn't on my right. So I had to turn around.
And that's the next one gave me direction, it's easy, hang a right at 44. Okay. So by the time I got there, it was a half an hour late, it's raining. And they park everybody on the last of the furthest away from the front door, the first two areas closest to the door, nobody is parking. So to me, the last time I was there, I was so irritated by the time I got out, because they stopped you in the line went all the way up to almost what is it, 44, whatever the main road? And the reason why is because they were asking if you wanted handicapped parking. All they had to do is put one sign with an arrow, handicapped parking and you wouldn't have to stop three times. So it's time to look at that and update what they're doing. Because it really -- and then to get out, you have to go like 7 roads, to circle around and get back out. They're making it harder than it needs to be and the there was no line when I got there, I was a half hour late and you literally walked in the front door. So things change. It's not what it was. So I'm asking you to think about updating the signage and the ability to get there. Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, John. Eric? And then the last one that I have up here will be Ricky Shrader after Eric is done. 
>>SPEAKER: All right. My name is Eric -- and I'm a full time Volusia County resident, I spoke here a couple of weeks ago. And there were a lot of claim or accusations made during the last meeting. Basically, I'm proshort-term rental, and I'm not a big business, I'm not an LLC, it's other just me. And I take care of my property myself.
And there were claims of short-term rentals not being COVID compliant, there were crack houses, they were used for human trafficking. A lot of those claims, I mean, there may be a news story or two on the news in some other area, but Volusia County, we all have our problems, but they're almost nonexistent. The big businesses like desert inn, the speedway, all of those places, those are the big businesses that bring in prostitution, drug use, alcohol, all of those other problems in the area, that these people seem to be mentioning. So we need to seriously consider what we do by cutting out short-term rentals, it's a huge tax revenue for the county and the members here from the Bethune Beach, I can understand they have a problem with Bethune Beach. But like I said, it's almost nonexistent, and there's events that happen, but they're rare, few and far between. And to shut down the whole county because they can't manage their town, I don't understand. We're going to shut down all of the business and all of the county, and cut auto-- 
out all of the revenue, it's ridiculous, we're talking millions of dollars, not only short-term rentals, but these people come in town to vacation.
And they spend money, they go to restaurants. And they go to clubs, they go here, there, everywhere, gift shops, and local businesses, and spend millions and millions and millions of dollars on top of the revenue that the county gets. For tax revenue. So we need to really consider seriously what we're doing here.
Bethune Beach, they're probable a very good community -- 
probably a very good community but all of Volusia County is not a retirement community. There's -- there's people here trying to make a living and this -- this economy is so depressed here in this Volusia County, this -- 
Volusia County is a shell of what it used to be. It's a shell. Absolute shell of what it used to be. It used to be a big tourism community. And that's what pays the tax dollars. That's what allows us to enjoy the benefits we have here is the vacation people, the tourists that come here and pay the expenses of this county. So cutting that out is going to be a huge problem and you have no idea, the people have no idea what they're talk about, this has been my home for 45 years. 
And I've seen the good and I've seen the bad and it's bad. 
We've got empty buildings everywhere. Because businesses can't survive and people can't make a living. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Eric. Ricky Shrader. 
>>SPEAKER: Ricky Shrader, New Smyrna Beach, Florida, Bethune beach. This is an argument against short-term rentals, good morning. Thank you for allowing me to express my thoughts on this very important issue to the families in Bethune beach. As background, I would like to point out that the issue of short-term rentals has already been debated. And analyzed in the past by the community and the prior county council. That is how we arrived at the current code provisionings, no rentals at all and free for all rentals, allowing 30 day rentals was that compromise. The state has its own rules. But Volusia County's right to regulate rentals is grandfathered in, if the county now changes the rules and allows short-term rentals, that grandfathering goes away for good. And the county falls under state control, and can never get control back. When people choose to live in a neighborhood, they are seeking a SRN way of life, one filled with a spirit of community where people get to know and trust each other. People have a sense of security when they know who lives next door to them, there's no such sense of security when there's a parade of strangers living next to you, there's a reason why the prior council referred to short-term rentals as hotel-motels, and that's because that is exactly what they are. Commercial enterprises where people are constantly coming and going. 
Those in Fay of short-term rentals argue that they should be free to exercise their rights of their property and that's true. But communities plays all kinds of restrictions on those rights, most often zoning, for instance, you may not be able to have a pig farm in your backyard, and that restricts your property rights. Likewise, you'll not be able to discharge a firearm, rent a movie theater, these are limitations of what you can do in neighborhoods, the same is true off short-term rentals and think about the violation of the person's property rights that want to live in a secure neighborhood without living next to a commercial enterprise. Month to tell-hotel. -- of things like loud noise, and late parties, garage garbage issues, it is too late once the violations occur. 
It has been a breach of peace and an a NOIens. There's an unpredictability about living next to short-term rentals, 352 different tenants, some lack normal courtesies, short-terms have loud parties, block your driveway, shoot off fireworks at 4:00 in the morning, these types of things have happened and that unpredictability is unnerving and not what you expect in a normal neighborhood. And finally, ask yourself, honestly, would you like it if your immediate neighbors on both sides used their homes as weekly rentals? Please do not undo the compromise that was struck for 30 day rents. The tax issue, they're fighting over homes down there, I have a home I built sold for 3.1 millions and 2.5, raised it to 4.5 million, go on Google and look Bethune Beach, I've got homes everywhere. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Rick. Thank you. 
>>SPEAKER: The tax thing is a bogus lie. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Rick. And that is all the public participation forms that we had for today. If you wish to speak on one of the items, you can still fill out a form in the become there, for any item on the agenda. And with that, we'll -- 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Make a comment. I would like council's -- I have a problem with a sign placed on the front of for chair's modem. In support of something. And I mean, we're all here to represent the entire county. When we come up here. 
Your vote is your voice. But I think that when we start putting signs in our area, that we're supposed to come in here with a neutral feeling, our votes, I mean, we all have voices. But I -- I -- I think it's offensive to come in and that looks like the entire -- I'm for the loop, so but it's -- I just -- I don't think -- I don't know, I'd like to hear the council's thoughts on that with us starting to put signage up in front of our modems. In support or nonsupport. Does anybody else -- is that offensive to anybody else? 
[ APPLAUSE ]
>>CHAIR BROWER: Ben Johnson. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I have to agree with Ms. On Wheeler, I've never seen it done before. And I don't think that we should be right off the bat campaigning sitting up here in front of us, no more than we should be going in front of these committees, we're supposed to be listening to these committees, not going in front of these committees and telling them where the council or the -- appears the council stands and we have to be careful about that also. So I'm just going to step further, that I think that as council people, we're supposed to be listening to the people we appoint. Not up there and give the appearance and that's what it is, I realize we're citizens also, but getting the appearance that we're directing the committee where to go. That's why we put that committee and we're supposed to listen to them, it's not binding but that is so we hear from them. In a manner that gives us advice and not us going in front of them. And giving advice. 
[ APPLAUSE ]
Also, also, as a committee, as one of the council people, I would request that people not clap nor boo when we do something up here, that gets it so far out of control, no matter what side it is, it's just wrong. And, you know, if I'm for one thing and you clap and maybe Danny is for something else, it's not good courtesy, let's not do that, thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Ben, I'll remind you, there is no committee for saving the loop, what there is probably 99% of the people in Volusia County that are sending us e-mails that say please do this, we don't care how you pay for it, just do it. And so, yeah, I am a little prejudice, and I don't mind advertising for what the people of Volusia County asked me to do. Heather Post. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: ECHO ( Inaudible ). 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I was going to Mac a comment about the clapping as well, we have to maintain that decorum and not have the clapping in the room and I was wondering why no one had mentioned about the clapping but fantastic that you brought that up. My response to that is going to be -- as a whole, I think that it's incumbent upon council to Focus on the issues at hand. And spend that time looking at all sides, listening to all sides, and Every one of us has our opinions and I think every one of us has the rights to voice our opinions and I really think that it's tremendously incumbent upon this council if we are truly wanting to follow what this council is really about. And that we stop focusing on what other members of the council are doing and focus on the actual issues at hand. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Robins. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: We should do this under council discussion, but I have attendance to agree with vice-chair Wheeler and the councilman Johnson, because it is our job to be fair and impartial. And listen to everything and not show any prejudice decision or favoriteism, we have to maintain a level of professionalism here, across the board. I agree with them. I've never seen this happen before. But I tell you something, it's not -- something about this that isn't cosure, I've got to put my finger on it, thanks. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: And that's the end of speaker requests. Before we start the meeting, we will move to agenda item 1. Which is a consent agenda, does any council wish to make any remarks on any of the items? I don't have anything pulled so far. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I do. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Which one? 
Heather Post. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: H., hotel, not for vote, simply for discussion. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: H.? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Yes, and is Donna in here? Okay. Or even Suzanne, I guess you could speak to it, but I just wanted to -- 
that is the award of the contract to all of the different builders for the housing rehabilitation program for Volusia County community assistance program. And I know that we had someone speaking at public participation regarding housing, housing has certainly been an issue, voiced by citizens and so if we could maybe just touch on the housing rehabilitation program for just a second and you can explain what that is to the public. And what we're doing with that? 
That would be fantastic. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, I'll move that we accept the agenda. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I second that. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Motion by Lowry and second by Post to accept the agenda. As it's laid out, all in favor, say aye. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Aye. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Any opposed? 
6-0. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Could you reframe your question, so I am other clear, I don't think it's directly relevant to the the agenda item, you wanted to know about the rehabilitation program itself. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: The agenda item is awarding the contract but it's an excellent opportunity for us, especially with a packed house, to explain what the housing rehabilitation program is through our community assistance program, touch on that. 
>>SPEAKER: This is -- this is Donna butler, community services director. The housing rehabilitation program comes in two forms, we can do a partial rehabilitation of parts of a building if that works but this also allows us, if we go into a home and find that the complete -- the home is truly beyond repair, and we can essentially take it down to the bottom. And start from scratch and build a new home. And it will -- it's under very tight restrictions, it's not an elaborate home, usually it's a two bedroom, one bath, sometimes a two bedroom, two bath, but that is what the program generally is for. And then, depending on the income level of the person that's applying to have this work done, they have to be low income, but depending on what that is, it allows for a no interest deferred mortgage lien to be put on the property and if they stay so long, they don't pay anything back. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Where do the funds come from. 
>>SPEAKER: Generally, they come from grant funds. 
( Inaudible ). 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you. 
>>SPEAKER: You're welcome. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: And with no other requests to speak, we'll move to item 2. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, this time, I'd like to ask the sheriff's commission to move that item to this afternoon. 
Our candidate ran into a little difficulty with the storms and such. So she'll be here this afternoon, so if that will be okay. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: We will be glad to do that, let me know when you know that she's entered the room. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: You're welcome.
Okay. With that, we'll move to item 3. Proposed administrative amendment for a setback from natural or man made surface water body, water course or wet land Clay. 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning, with me today is Ginger Adair, who oversees the environmental management division. Before you today is a council directed discussion regarding our current setback requirements we have for nonexempt excavations, and nonexempt excavations is really an easy term for borrow pit, and here in the Volusia County, one of our main mining, you know, exercises is removal of dirt for fill. For building construction, road construction, etcetera. When someone wants to remove soil from their property, and sell it commercially, we consider it a mining exercise, nonexempt excavation. We have limitations as to what exactly zoning is allowed in and we have very specific criteria in our zoning ordinance because we consider this as special exception. The special exception is a use that would otherwise not be prohibited in that particular zoning district, unless it had specific criteria that complied with. With these nonexempt excavations one thing that we have is a setback and it goes from the top of the bank to 150 feet to a wet landline, WOUR water body line, and property line, and right-of-way line. 
This was put in place probably at the very beginning of our zoning ordinances, mainly to provide for protection of right-of-way, protection of adjacent property owners and obviously, protection of wetlands and water bodies, When you dig an excavation pit, what happens is that there's a tendency to lower the water table, while the excavation is going on, the reason being they knead to dry the soil out, they go on their merry way and reclaim the property, but you do have either temporary or potentially long-term impacts to the groundwater table. And the 150 feet we believe and again, staff cannot find any kind of documentation as to the specific requirement for the 150 feet. 
It was put in place, we believe to do that. Over the last several years, we have had quite a few requests to do these types of borrow pits. And doing so, they have come forward and requested some deviation from that 150 foot set back. It's very clear, it's a very specific criteria, so there's no variant process that would allow it. So what has been asked is if we could look around and do some investigation of how other city, counties and other parts of the state handle this and are we up to speed with regards to the most up to date technology, with what can be done. And what we have seen is that we go and look at what are the things that we're looking to protect against? And this is a diagram, we got off of the Internet, and it basically shows the idea of what's happening is that you dig down in there, and so the removal of the sand has the potential to lower the groundwater table as I was talking about and this gives you a graphic of what we're trying to prevent. This is an example of one of our approved special exceptions, and these red dashed lines is an excavation sock. 
And what happens is these folks come in, and bury these socks, attach it to a pump, and then pull the water out from the ground. And in the past, water would have been taken out for lost, now, what has happend is they are pumping that water into reclamation ditches which are strategically designed so that the water can be put back into the ground area and still artificially maintain the groundwater level outside of the excavation pit. 
The success of that is going to be determined on how well the pumps work, how well the placement is, everything else. 
Added to that is they also, sometimes, they being the mining companies, will move that water into the wetlands that adjacent to it to basic keep the hide RA period up in the wetlands, this is all good from an engineering and design perspective, but, you know, does it work like that in the field? And what we have done in the past, not necessarily pertaining to wetlands, not necessarily pertaining to water bodies, but pertaining to people's personal water wells. 
Those of you on the commission, when we had the borrow pit that was located on the north side of state road 44, just west of the speedway, it's the contestful property, and many of the neighborhoods to the north there along Hershey were concerned with the excavation, the water wells, the potable water source would dry up, because with the excavation, they would see the groundwater table lower. 
And what we did is part of a special condition for that specific location, was require the installation of monitoring wells that strategic points so that that way we could make sure if the groundwater level was getting dangerously low, we could tell them to stop pumping and see if it restores back. 
There was a check -- because of the pumping, those types of things. And so what we have before you is that staff feels that we should probably keep the 150 foot setback as a standard. 
And if anyone who's applying for these special exceptions goes through the process of providing us with a detailed dewatering plan, identifying how it's going to be done, how it's going to be carried out, and more importantly, how it's going to be monitored. And making sure that the monitoring is being done in a method that will show us when things can start going south. The reason I bring this up is we did talk with representatives from St. Johns river water management district and they do require monitor wells but their times of checking it was not necessary TLI timely all the time. And it seems to me that they were looking at 90 days, 120 days, we would want to EE more frequency in the checking of the water well, so we could get on it before it actually went south. 
The other aspect is requiring a performance bond. The main thing there is that we do have wetlands and water bodies that if are severely impacted, we want to make sure we have to restoration and reclamation, what would have to be part of that is identification of the cost to do that, and the Posting of a bond to equal that, plus, probably a administrative fee, so similar of what we do for our typical subdivision requirements, which is 115% of the total cost. Those are some general I'ds that we would like to be able to work through -- 
ideas that we would like to be able to work through. We have received some comments from Mr. And Mrs. Peace and heard from John bake Baker, part of the Volusia County environmental coalition, they have concerns any time there's a change to the development standards which may allow for greater impact on the environment. They have identified their concerns with that. And Mr. Baker, who is a former planner, he work at Ormond beach when I was there, he identified Alternatives that we could integrate into what we would provide to you, if y'all direct us to go forward. Again, this is coming from about a year ago, county council had heard some concerns from some of the property owners, some of the mining enterprises, and said, could you please look at this staff and see what we could do to update this? Because with this 150 feet, it seems somewhat arbitrary, we can't necessarily defend where it's from. So therefore, is there something that could be based on site conditions? That's why we're bringing this forward to you now. And again, we still believe that the 150 feet should be the minimum standard, and that you allow for the applicants for these special exceptions to go through that technical review to come up with alternatives and allow for us to collect perhaps a bond and some method of ensuring remediation and monitoring. That's basically staff's presentation. 
These were included in your packets, these are some of the slides that we have developed to kind of go through exactly what wee we were talking about, as you can see, there's where they're showing the perforated sock, and just what I was saying, weather would want to have a dewatering plan, that we would demonstrate how they are going to address the hydrological impact to make sure that the groundwater levels are being maintained. And then, the KRITS Cal thing that we want -- 
critical thing that we want to emphasize is at the very least, we would want the up land buffer for wetlands to be maintained, plus an additional 25 feet. 
Staff is pretty adamant about this, because what we see is this. When you have one of these borrow pits, they need land to do maintenance and get access around, so typically, you're going to see some sort of rim road or something along those lines, we don't want that to be a justification to allow for intrusion into the wet land buff,buff,er, we feel that we're fog O have at least sufficient protection at the surface level, of those wet land resources. 
And then the hydro -- the dewatering plan that would be part of that application would address the subsurface issues. 
That is staff's presentation, if there's any question, we'll be glad to answer them. And again, this is going to be -- if y'all direct us to go forward with this, we will be working through it, we would have to go through the planning and land development regulation commission because this is a zoning ordinance change. And then it would come back to you. 
And also, we will make sure that anything that is finally developed will be vetted through the typical groups that are concerned about development standards, specifically, like the environmental coalition of the Volusia and Flagler, Volusia council responsible development and the builder's association. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Dr. Lowry? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I was going to make a motion in regards to that, I didn't know if you wanted to -- 
>>CHAIR BROWER: We had two citizens that want today speak. 
Clay, I have a quick question, I thought I heard you say there was no process in place to do a special exception and then an approved special exception. 
Where did I misunderstand? 
>>SPEAKER: The 150 feet is a criteria for a special exception. So therefore, there's no way to get a variance from that. What we're doing is putting in place a method to -- 
it's not necessarily a variance, it's an alternative design based on site specific conditions. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: About O, -- 
okay, for the public, you're talking about mining companies and that brings all kinds of images to mind, what are we mining in Volusia County? 
>>SPEAKER: Sand, dirt, if you look at any new commercial residential development, they need fill material to make sure that they can meet the minimum finish floor elevations, we use it, D.O.T. uses a great deal of it, ever at the I-4, I95 construction, so any road project, any development that occurs in Volusia County, you will need a certain amount of fill material. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. We have two members of the public that would like to speak, first, we have mark Watts. 
>>SPEAKER: I appreciate the opportunity to be here with you this morning, I want to thank you staff, we have spent about a year now, talking with them about this particular standard and some alternatives to it. 
Let me give you a little bit of back grown on how this discussion is started. You do have and you have a standard in your special exception now that requires a minimum of 150 foot setback from water bodies, the St. Johns water management district has a 50 foot standard.
With their permits, we have to maintain that minimum and they have requirements for, you know, things like the dewatering has to rehydrate the wet land areas and things of that nature so we got into a discussion with staff about, you know, where did this standard come from? And is that the right standard, or is there a way to create some alternatives wherein the, you know, the specific location, if conditions warrant, you can provide that alternative and get closer to what the water management district standard would allow. 
And so that's really where this conversation started. We have spent like I said, the past year, we've had numerous meetings with your staff, and I appreciate very much their time.
The water management district has been involved in some of those conversations and I represent several clients that either own property that they're working on, borrowed pit operations or operators of those type of operations would like to be able to in the right locations, you know, get more material out of thoser as. As long as we're not, again, impacting, you know, did wet land areas. So what we think is, you know, being proposed this morning, I think is a good compromise approach. It doesn't change that existing standard. 
It maintains that. And keep in mine, these are special exceptions, so each and every one of these comes back before the council, what we're proposing and we would ask you to support and the full development of the ordinance in coordination with environmental council, all of the other groups that typically weigh in on those types of things, is a standard that says, 150 is your standard.
But if you want to be able to provide detailed analysis, based on site specific conditions, and get closer to what that water management district standard is, then that's allowed under the ordinance. Again, that specific analysis would then come back to you as part of that special exception for you to consider. 
And whether you want to stick with the basic, you know, the 150 or go to that alternative setback calculation. There's a lot of detail here. We have had a whole lot of discussion about the technical issues relating to, you know, how these operations work, and how to make sure that you're ensuring the continued health of the wet land systems in the area. And I think that staff is very -- 
being very responsible in saying that we probably want to have more frequent monitoring and more frequent reporting to the county. So that you have more input than the district necessarily requires. But we would ask for you to support this so we can get into the ordinance development stage of it, so happy to answer any questions. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. You don't have a question, you have a motion. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Right. I do have a question. Before I make a motion. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I was going to ask, the St. Johns river management, I was going to ask Clay, has -- I would consider them an environmentally sound organization. Has a 50 foot buffer, we have 150 foot buffer, I'm curious as to why we are so much more, why we went so much further past -- 
>>SPEAKER: 1 the 150, we can't find a justification, we think it was a rule of thumb that was established, you know, that it was -- 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Arbitrarily. 
>>SPEAKER: Well, I mean, we -- 
again, we don't have any background information, so anything I would say would be pure speculation, and just sounds to me that it sounded like the appropriate distance to maintain that safe separation between the top of bank and those uses. 
Just to clarify, St. Johns river water management district requires a 25 foot buffer, our environmental standards vary depending on the quality but it's basically 25-50 feet, within the natural resource management area, it is a 50-foot up land buffer and most of these sites candidly are located in Norma, and so we are looking at trying to make sure that especially in Norma, that if we're going to be allower excavation, it will be done so in a manner that does not have a negative impact on wet land resources as well as up land resources. So that's why we were saying is whatever the appropriate up land set back, plus 25 feet. And the 25 feet, then, guarantees that the mining exercise or the mining operation out there has room to have equipment for maintenance and those types of things, without necessarily trying to go into that up land buffer. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Okay. 
>>SPEAKER: It's trying to make sure that we're accommodating the -- 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I would like to make a motion -- we approve -- 15B14D setback of 150 feet. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Motion by Lowry. Seconded by Robins. We do have one more member of the public, I'd like to allow them to -- that's okay. I don't think it hurts anything. J.C. 
-- ( Inaudible ) are you still here? Is J.C. in the room? 
That's a shame. J.C. is a local business owner here in downtown Deland, he owns the bicycle shop that's on woodland. He's -- he has some interesting things to talk about. But could we have a motion on the table? We have a second and discussion, Heather Post? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Clay -- so even though we can't figure out where the 150 feet setback came from, so I'm hearing that the state has certain guideline s and that we are asking for stricter guideline sguidelines and doesn't really make the decision for me, right?
Because the state -- the state does a lot of things that aren't necessarily good for county areas, so that in and of itself just knowing that their set back is 25, and ours is 150, doesn't make the decision in finality for me. Okay. 
>>SPEAKER: Can I clarify something really quick? When I was talking about the 25 and 50 -- the wetlands buffers. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: We are making the point that St. Johns is this, it's less, and so I'm just saying that specifically, just because the state is doing certain environmental regulations, doesn't necessarily mean that that's the best thing for our county, so. Period, right, just across the board. 
So that in and of itself doesn't help me make a decision. But I -- so I have the question, we have a standard. And if we continually make special exceptions for standards, and it no longer becomes a standard, the special exceptions become the standard and if we are in fact saying that we don't want to change it, we just want to say, every time we do a special exception, we are going to do this, and if that is the best practice, then why aren't we just requiring best practice anyway? Across the board? 
>>SPEAKER: That could come out of the discussion if the 150 feet goes away and we maintain the standard of -- what staff wanted to do is come with n with a very conservative recommendation at this approach because we can always back off of a more conservtive approach and encompassing the most protective measure that we can, and through the final regulations, and what you will matly winds up in front of y'all, we come up with the fact that maintaining that 150 feet is not necessary and that we just should defer to the site specific hydrology analysis, then that can be basically the final determination. We just did not want to, you know, candidly throw the baby out with the bath water right now at this point without having full certainty, first, where the council wants to go and secondly, making sure from a technical perspective that we're able to get all of the nuances of the hydrology analysis completed. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: So just looking at it from a very basic level, I don't consider it more conservative to say, every time that we now do a special exception, which means in fact that we are -- providing special exceptions, right? That we will be getting closer and closer and to our wetlands and that -- just doesn't seem conservative to me just on a basic level and I would think that any -- any operations that we're doing regarding wetlands or any of the environment, should be the best standards, period. Without even coming to council. But I'm just very leery of changing -- 
changing anything that really makes the standard exceptions, the standard. Which is really what we're doing. 
>>SPEAKER: I understand where you're coming from and again, the way it's worded right now is that it shall be a minimum of 150 feet, and, you know, the level of analysis and what we're requiring is not an easy thing to accomplish. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Right. 
>>SPEAKER: So the fact is that someone may just simply say, I'd rather do the 150 feet because it's already on the books, I don't have to go and pay an additional amount of money, I don't have to go through the hydrology analysis, the bond, the reCLA MAGS, worry about the potential problems cropping out.
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Totally understand that someone could not do the special exception, but we're still allowing -- 
still sort of opening the door of, you know, that when the special -- it's much easier for council to approve a special exception if we have made many, many allowances in our standards and our laws and in our permitting, and everything else.
For those special exceptions to occur much easier. So I'm just going to leave it at that, and I see we have -- you are the public participation person. 
Thanks, Clay. 
>>SPEAKER: This is y'all's directive. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Could I ask more one question, isn't it new processes and new technology driving this a little bit? 
>>SPEAKER: That is what we have heard is that the use of the method that they're using for dewatering, they are no longer basically shipping water off site. In the past, what you saw was an extensive loss of groundwater, now, the attempt is in order to, again, and I'm going to tell you, it's not because of their good heart, but more to avoid a consumptive use requirement through the St. Johns water management district, maintain 90 percent of the water on the site, so the technology that they developed is such that they can return the water -- groundwater back to it, with the concept that during that temporary time frame, that they are excavating, they would only lose 10% and once it's reclaimed, it would go back to the normal level. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Ben, can we hear from J.C., or do you want to ask ail question first? .
>>> C.
>>> C. 
>>SPEAKER: I'm from Deland, been here for 30-plus years, and I can tell you did that this dewatering and these bags don't work. Okay? I have -- me and my neighbors, probably about two dozen of us right now are suffering the consequences of mining and pumping water into a safe area where they're saying that it will be put back in the correct area. We are -- we are an example of this failed engineering. In this very poorly done process. To stand here and hear 150 feet and wanting to go less sounds crazy.
We should be talking 500 feet, we should be talking 1,000 feet, we should be protecting this ground and not flooding other places and worried about these million and billion dollar companies saving a couple bucks, pulling more dirt from one area.
A perfect example, like I said is my property, and my neighbors. If you drive down Kepler, right now, on R or Martin Luther King, Jr., you can see the development that they're building and you can see this process with these bags and the way that they're saving this water. It's -- it's not just staying in that area, it's running down the highway. 
Kepler. And it's flooding all of our properties. So we are just a small example of a small project when they're talk about doing this all over the state. 
All over the county. You know, it's -- it's -- it's not right for us. It's not right for the people. It's not right for the wildlife they are tearing up. 
It's -- it's -- you know, when you dewater an area, you're essentially draining this standing water that is in the wetlands, if it's a wet wetlands, that doesn't necessarily mean there has to be water. But the second you start dewatering it, you're pulling out water down below the soil, and killing off fish and the vegetation, and consequences to all of this stuff. So to save a few dollars, to get an extra 50 feet of dirt, is just sounds insane. We should be talking about doing a lot more to protect it than to allow somebody to excavate and pull dirt out. And again, the per FKT example today -- perfect example today with all of this area on the west side of Martin Luther King, Jr., you can see what was wetlands, which they have cleared out all of these trees and vegetation, they have the bags, the pumps going, all of the tractors and stuff, this is a perfect example of what will happen more around this county if they get even more of this buffer removed. That's it.
>>CHAIR BROWER: I have a question for you. And this is a serious question. How did you get out of your property today? 
>>SPEAKER: In my truck through a foot of water and there's a lot of people like me, I'm not the only one, and there's going to be a lot more around this county. We are already saturated, we can't take anymore water. And by digging up these wetlands, natural vegetation, leaves soil, plant, it all absorbs water differently than a pool of water, if you take a cup of water and set it outside, and you take the same cup, the cup that you dump out will evaporate before that cup and that's what you're doing when you're making a retention pond or some wet pond. You're puddling up water that doesn't have the same chance to evaporate and be used like it was intended for. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. Ben Johnson? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I grew up in this county. And I know J.C. 
what you're talking, some of these water places coming up. 
When I was a kid, a lot of those places were lakes and we're dealing with those places that the water was down for many, many years and now, this is just a natural places that they we're pumping water to are not ground UAW water coming up, and Deltona is a prime example, the dry lake beds, and now, when they came back and flooding is a problem and many of these places, are, you know, water has come back where it once was. I think and understand, Heather where you're coming from there, but with new technology and I think with this idea that we taken really have a chance that they have to jump through all of the hoops. And not just arbitrarily say, we can dig up to the boundary lines. I think that makes a difference, you know, if they just said, we want to go to the 25 foot marker to 50 foot mark it would have, I don't believe this board would even consider it. I really continue. But the idea that now, that they have -- they have have to jump through with the ground monitoring wells the place like they, very this have to through a great expense and it's not just arbitrarily saying we're going to move this back. 
But we're going closer to St. Johns, we don't know why they did what they did, but we have checks and balances in place no make sure -- to make sure that it works. You know, that it does work, and special exceptions, it is our business, that is why the people can't just do it, they have to come to us in order to try to show us what they have done. But I'm in support of that project out there, because -- if they didn't have all of these checks and balances this we've looked through and heard about, I couldn't be for it. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Heather Post? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: So on the checks and balances side, I would again refer to the state. 
Right? So even as recently as this week, I'm still seeing stuff come through my feed of the disaster over at pike point, on the west side of the state. 
Following all of the guidelines.
For the state. And these things happen. There are numerous examples that we can give and council has brought up many, many times where the state has provided guidelines that just aren't enough to take care of our county land and take care of our county citizens. And, you know, I have discussion with staff constantly, in regards to just because, you know, we're checking the boxes, doesn't mean that that's good enough. And if to say that, you know, there are those checkses and balances in place, I -- I just don't agree that -- especially when comes to the environment that there's those those checks and balances in place and it's so in[ bleep ]
-- incumbent upon us, like these things happen, like the place on the west coast, you can't take that back. And these are, you know -- this isn't just a small decision, this is a huge decision that can have huge impacts later on, and so I don't really agree with the checks and balances, you know, just because it follows a state guideline. 
And I absolutely don't feel we should be going below the 150, even if we can't figure out why it was initially set, lowering it, I think is a horrible idea. 
Because again, you cannot ever take that back. And then, we did have these other issues, so, I would say and I will be for any future things that we have, regarding special exceptions, because we know we're going to have the special exceptions, because special exceptions are the standard and that is our role. In those special exceptions, I'm going to really work hard to be requiring the best practice anyway. So I'm a no vote and unless there's more discussion, I'll call the vote. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: J.C., I appreciate you staying. I'm going to agree with Heather and I'm sorry but I'm going to pick on you, I'm going to use you, because you are an example. 
>>SPEAKER: Uh-huh. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: I've been to your house, it's been months since I've been there. I couldn't drive to it. I had to stop way up on a hill. Because you are flooded. You bought high land. With deep, deep sand. And there's a foot of water there. Uphill from you. 
Uphill from you. Is your neighbor that had a pasture, his horses were not in the pasture. 
Because the pasture is underwater. Horses are now living in the barn. The chairman of our PLDRC lives in that neighborhood. All are suffering. And, you know, what they're suffering from? They're suffering from hydrology analysis, they're suffering from new processes, and new technology, and engineering, every bit of that engineering said you were going to be safe. 
And all of those developments going up around you would never flood you, we know what to do with water because we're following the science. Didn't work. So I'm not going to be for loosening any standards, I would agree with you that we need to protect our lands so let's increase the 150 foot zone if we need to. But I am not comfortable with saying, well, this is what the state does, this is what the engineer says, because I've seen the result of what the engineer does, and not only on your property but on the property down in Tamoka river where the whole street is flooded swoon -- Parton? 
Shockny, all over this council, we have flooding that we've never had before. And we're told, well, it's raining. Yeah, it is raining. And it's always rained here. For hundreds and hundreds of years, it's rained here, without floods. And now, we have flooding when the engineering said you won't have it, we know what to do with the water. We don't. It's -- it's a complicated thing. 
>>SPEAKER: We have air YALs from the 40s that have no flooding, all the way up, something has changed and it's the developments. It's the building, it's the buying of dirt. It's the pumping the water into the bags, it's all of it. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Yeah. I just think that we need to proceed with a preponderance of caution.
Ben Johnson? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: And everybody here has really good points. 
And, you know, like Heather says, once we do it, it's done. 
But, you know, we could possibly put in here our attorneys have to answer this, or the three or five year review. That it actually comes up. And I don't have a clue how the board is going to vote in general, but I would say nothing wrong with putting -- that's a test, we see, is it good, is it bad? But it can come back in front T of the council if it passes, and if it passes, but come back for us for review, and this may be one of the better things, if it's going to do that we do look at the future to see, is it work, is it not, it gives the hydrology study that, you know, that we're putting into the county, it gives them a chance to somewhere to look at, and see, did we make a mistake today or were we right, with the other side right? But we do have an option, if it's the wrong thing that we can come back and fix it. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I vote to use all of us as an example, could start testing on our properties, FRR all of the mining and wetlands that were disturbed to see if it worked or not. You can send all of the experts out and they can do BHAFR they need to do, we'll be happy to be that test example. 
>>SPEAKER: (Laughing) 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Danny Robins? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: That's not true. How do we realistically stop mining? How do we realistically -- also, on the end of this, protect the land ownership rights of both people?
Florida is low, Florida is a sandbar, there's standards that people can follow throughout time, or haven't followed, that maybe they should have built their houses a little bit higher. Maybe they needed that dirt to build their house higher, what happens when you don't have that dirt? You get flooded. And now, I'm not for stricter guidelines. Okay. No project or no development is the same. And by doing this, it appears that -- it gives staff and it gives the experts to adapt and also be smart about this, and give leeway where there is, and be strict where they need to be. But at the end of the day, you know, there is checks and balances for this. 
You know, we have rights of TLAND owners on both sides of this, but also, too the responsibility of the land owner. Not expecting to get TWET wet feet or moving next to an airport and not wanting to hear airplanes, there is accountability that all sides have to have. But I think this is an attempt to possibly hinder or stop growth and put everybody in a bad spot, but it's all I have. Thanks. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Did you move next to a lake? 
>>SPEAKER: No. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Let's make it clear, my understanding was from the direction that we were given by staff, that they wanted direction from us. Does the county council want staff to initiate an administrative amendment to allow for a reduction in the minimum setback between the top of the bank and wetlands, water bodies, is that -- is that your motion, are you -- are you setting the -- 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I made my motion already. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Can you repeat it, please? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Have the clerk do that. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: You don't have what? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Have clerk to do that. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay. 
>>SPEAKER: I have that it was to approve the proposed administrative amendment the section 7229315B14D setback of 150 feet from any natural or man made surface, water body, water course or wet land. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay, so we're asking staff to review. Not change, not set anything in concrete and to come back with recommendations for us. I jus want to make sure that the public and all of us know what we're voting for. No other -- 
Ben, there is more discussion. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: If Mr. Lowry were not object, I would like to have them put in there of the five-year review, so that it does allow councils to come back -- 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Make it an amendment and I'll second it. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I make an amendment that we put a five-year review so we can come back and evaluate whether we have -- you know, if it's a failure or a plus on it. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Second. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: We have an amendment to reevaluate in five years, second by Lowry. And a question by the county manager. 
George? 
>>SPEAKER: Yeah, just to adhere, that what we're asking would be to come back with an ordinance so that would contain that in the -- I want to make it clear. And the staff will work again with the other review agencies in preparing that ordinance. And then the ordinance is really meant to give a process to get a special exception, it does not change the 150 foot set back, it only gives a process if someone were to request it. Okay. And this is about mines, borrow pits, this is not in development, this only applies to mines which are located typically out in rural areas. This is other issues that will also come into play, like trucking and other things, so when we do these, they're a big deal. So they will always come before you and they need to. Because they will affect, you know, more than just hydrology. So just be aware of that, they all come before you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Yes. Thank you for coming. The council wants to vote. Carissa, would you call the roll? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Voting on the amendment at this time. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: We have to vote for the amendment first and we'll come back to the -- so the amendment was for a five-year review. 
( Roll call ). 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: If it's passed, T if it is passed, we will be in review? Then, yes. 
( Roll call ). 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Now, for the vote, for the your main motion to send this to staff to create a ordinance, to come back that we'll vote on again. Would you call the roll one more time, please. 
( Roll call ) . 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Motion passes. 
4-2. And we'll take it up again when staff brings it back with their recommendations. And that takes us to item 4. 3A, resolution approving a -- she's not in the room yet. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: She's not here yet. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: We told her it would probably be after lunch. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: So no -- 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Item 3A, resolution approving the issue ounce of bonds to Florida power and light by Miami-Dade county industrial development authority. 
>>SPEAKER: Mr. Chair? Good morning, Heather, deputy county attorney. This item agenda 3A is to approve bonds being issued by the Miami-Dade county industrial development authority to Florida power and light. And they will be used to refinance some existing bonds, which were used to create some improvements in Volusia County. Because they were used in for improvements in Volusia County, the county council has to approve them at a public hearing. Even though there is no actual financial obligation to Volusia County. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Do we have a motion? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: ( Inaudible ). 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Do I have a second? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Second, Wheeler. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Motion to approve by Ben Johnson, seconded by Wheeler. All in favor? Say aye. 
>>SPEAKER: Mr. Chair? 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Yes, ma'am. 
>>SPEAKER: We have to allow an opportunity for public comment on this issue. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay. 
>>SPEAKER: If there is anyone who wishes to speak. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I haven't received any. You don't have any for 3A? 
>>SPEAKER: Okay. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: All in favor say aye, again. Any opposed? 
Motion passes. 
And that takes us to item 4. 
Discussion to allow dogs on the beach. And this is a discussion item. Unless somebody makes a motion for a specific vote, this is not a vote to allow dog on the beach or to disallow dogs on the beach. It's a motion to discuss it and I have the suspicion we've heard from a lot of the public on both sides and that's really good. And I think we need to continue that process. And Clay, take it away. I'm sorry, Joe. 
>>SPEAKER: It's okay, so, Joe Pozzo, public protection, good morning, Mr. Chair and council members. At the March 16th council meeting, council asked for an item to be brought forward to discuss allowing dogs on the beach. Currently, animals are prohibited from being on the beach, in accordance with beach code section 20-113 which we have attached to the item. There are two locations in Volusia County that does allow animals on the beach. Lighthouse point park in pons inlet and SMIR new dunes until the in New Smyrna Beach, there, dogs must be leashed and owners are responsible for cleaning up after pets. The prohibition of animals on the beach has been in place since 1987. ADA compliant service animals are allow on the beach, 413.03 of the Florida statutes, emotional support animal, however, are not exempt from the prohibition of animals on the beach. At the January 23rd, 2014 council meeting, the matter of allowing dogs on the beach for a trial period was discussed, ultimately, a motion was made and passed with a 5-2 vote to abandon the discussion. 
And included in this item are examples of how other communities in Florida handle animals and or dogs on the beach. Allowing animals on the beach will require an amendment to the beach code, and can only be approved by county council. 
There's no recommended motion, Mr. Chairman, as you said, on this item, but rather presented if council's discussion today. 
We do have several subject matter experts here to answer any questions which include Patricia Boswell, Volusia County health director, Andrew Etheridge, Ginger Adair, environmental management director, and Jessica -- our coastal division director. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, Billie Wheeler. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Chair, I think that would be really be great if we heard from each one of them. I think it's important. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Which attorney?
>>SPEAKER: Mr. Chair, Soria, for the record, you were handed autotwo e-mails, one from the Audubon society and one from the Florida fish and wildlife, for the record, and the council has those documents. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
>>SPEAKER: Ms. Wheeler, is there anything specific that you would like or perhaps their perspective? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I would like that perspective. They received it years ago and there's a reason and I would like to know if those reasons are still there and what exactly are your comments? 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning, Andy Etheridge, interim director for beach safety. We don't have a position on this topic. I will say that dogs take up a lot of our time on the beach. It's one of those issues that is about 50/50, you have half of the community that wants it and half that are opposed to it. As it stands over the last three years, our incidence with citizens with dogs and our officers having to enforce it has almost doubled from 2018 with 1890 incidents in 2018, and up to 3,721 incidents in 2020. 
And now, we're still at the same rate of enforcement, we try to gain compliance, most of the time, in fact, 97% of the time is the average that people walk away from that encounter with any type of enforcement action, so we do maintain a high level of trying to gain compliance from the citizens. And get that educational situation out there.
It does create quite a problem for officers, people become very belligerent when you're telling them they can't have their animals on the beach, they don't want to hear that, so it is quite contentious, probably the number one issue that brings complaints to my department, both for and against. So I take numerous complaints about our officers not enforcing the law. 
And which, you know, by the data shows that we do enforce the law, 3700 times, to be exact for 2020. We also get a lot F complaints that we're way to heavy handed in our enforcement of that, which we also have the data to show that that's not the case either. So we're right in the middle. It does cause a lot of problems for us, either way. 
If the dogs are allowed, and this is, keep in mind, this is just to increase the areas that dogs are allowed on the beach because there are areas that dogs are allowed on the beach. 
So just to keep that point out there. I don't think it will increase or decrease our workload, just different enforcement, we'll be chasing people down that have the dogs off of the leashes or the ones that aren't cleaning up after them. It will affect our agency and our workload about the same either way. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you, is Patricia Boswell here? Would you like to speak to the issue? 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning, chairman, members of the council. Staff. Patricia Boswell, I'm the administrator for the Florida Department of Health and Volusia County. 
There's two primary public health concerns with dogs on the beach. The parasitic infection from hook worms and round worms.
And another public health concern is animal bites. That may occur due to close proximity of people and pets. And contamination of beach sand by animal fecal material, especially dogs, poses risk of parasitic infections to those who come into contact with contaminated sand. As I said, parasites such as hook worms, and round worms. May be present in this fecal material especially if the pet has not been cared for by a veterinarian. And hook worms are quite happy in moist sand and there's a lot of human skin contact with beach sand compared to other locations for dog parks. 
When it comes to animal bites, that may occur, last year, the Department of Health in Volusia County investigated 748 dog bites incidents, 36 victims received rabies Post exposposure, to date in 2021, we've investigated 248 dog bites incidentses and recommended 12 dog bite victims receive the rabies Post exposure, so at -- 
due to the parasites and the potential for dog bites, the Florida Department of Health in Volusia County would caution against this. Any questions? 
. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: I don't see any. Thank you. Did you want to the hear from somebody else? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I would like to hear from Jessica. And maybe, you know, that could -- 
entail the Florida fish and wildlife, you're very familiar with their requirements and everything, so. Are they -- 
someone here for that? 
>>SPEAKER: I would defer the fish and wildlife. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Good. 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning. 
Jessica -- coastal can director for Volusia County. I am a dog owner I have two which are water lovers but I also operate and manage two of your dog beach, manage the lighthouse park beach and as well as the Smyrna dunes park. It will typically close to capacity at 9:30 on a Saturday morning, if you don't get in before 10:00, you might be in a line and not on the beach that day. 
Some of the operational issues you might encounter should you choose to move forward with allowing dogs on the beach, we can get past them, like at the parks, you learn to make it work, and you figure out how to make a resolution to an issue. 
But just as you do with litter on the beach, you will still have peach who consciously decide to not abide by the rules that you set in place. 
And we hand out dog bags that we see come through. We have funding set a site through the revenues that are made at the two inlet parks to provide for law enforcement patrol whether it is animal control, beach safety officers, we even get VSO detail out there as well. We have reached out, this season, due to the staffing constraints within our law enforcement agencies to outside municipalities like Edgewater and new Smyrna and the town of pons inlet and so forth. We provide as many opportunities as possible to do the right thing. 
We have tons of signs and we have really engaging signs that have a little picture of puppies that SE says, you know, poop happens, scoop it up. They're cute and engaging, it's not a are red and white signs that have noes on I want. You will encounter people that do not abide by the rules and you have that expectation. And if it comes down to additional signage, we're prepared to put additional signage out, based on what direction we receive from the council. We're told to hand dog backs out at the toll bath, it's something that we can implement. We hand out compostable trash bags at the toll booths today so we could easily, the same compostable trash back can pick up animal scat as well, so we're prepared to implement whatever direction and process you guys provide us.
Thank you. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: And then our environment. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: A quick question for Jessica. You piqued my interest because I got to the Ponce inlet dog park with my dog a lot. So do we actually have -- we have people on staff that go out and clean up at the beach. 
>>SPEAKER: Yes. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Okay. 
>>SPEAKER: We have maintenance workers and on your busy Saturdays, we're just picking up litter, they are riding around in the little cart, and we give them a bull horn to remind people to put puppies back on leashes, if I come up to you and I smile and ask you nicely to put your dog on the leash, Ms. 
Adair may be complimenting you, so because we have gotten a lot of feedback that we don't enforce it, we have moved to bull horn. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: The actual picking up of the poop? 
>>SPEAKER: When it is around, we pick it up. We are told not to pass by any left scat. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: So we have people on staff that do maintain that at those parks. 
>>SPEAKER: Yes. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you, ma'am. 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning. 
DWINGer Adair, I'm the -- Ginger Adair, protect the resources of the county, including the natural resources of the beach. 
And in particular on beach, we have an incidental permit that allows driving and there's the habitat conservation than plan that we have to enforce that permit. When this discussion came before the council in 2014, we did get input from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife representative and his response at the time was that there's not a direct connection between dogs on the beach and the incidental take permit, that permit is related to driving on the beach. And however, the service did provide us with an opinion that dogs on the beach are not in keeping with our conservation requirements. That letter was included, I believe, in your packet. In addition, yesterday, we did receive e-mails from the fish can wildlife conservation commission with their opinion about animals on the beach. And the hazards that that causes to wildlife, particularly, nesting and resting shore birds, as well as bird that come here on their migration and they rest on our beaches. So that was provided to you this morning. The conservation commission would recommend against allowing dogs on the beach. We also got an e-mail that I provided to you this morning from the Florida Audubon, with that same opinion.
They believe that dogs in particular, are hazardous to shore birds. In addition, there is the opportunity that dogs could dig up or otherwise harass sea turtles. That's not covered under our take permit, because our take permit is about vehicles but there is the possibility that these animals could impact the federally protected sea turtles on our beach. So if you have any questions, I can answer them, otherwise, that's what I can share with you right now. We didn't reach out to the service just for this particular conversation, but if you decide to allow dogs in other areas, in whatever capacity, we will at that point with our legal department, reach out to the service and get an official opinion about whatever the PR posal might be at that point. 
-- proposal might be at that point. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. I don't see any other questions for you. I will add, as I said at the begin, I don't think we're at the point to either vote for dogs on the beach or vote for dogs on the beach, it would be appropriate to ask staff to bring back some specific recommendations that address all of the issues that we have heard. Specific areas, we have two areas, right now, they're both on the extreme south end of the county. 
Correct? All of the no heads shaking, and that, yes -- the extreme south end, Ponce inlet, maybe that's in the middle. And the that is -- and they're on the west side, really on the inlet side. So it might be worth considering do we have a dog area, in Ormond beach or Daytona Beach or somewhere else, that is something that could be considered. Something else that could be considered is maybe a special license for pet owners that want to bring tear dogs to the beach -- their dogs to the beach, to pay for the service of picking up scat, better would be to actually provide fines for people that don't pick up their own scat. But either way, somebody has got to pay for the bags and even for the homeowners to use, you know, that's another thing to discuss. Designated areas, in the designated areas, dogs should not be in the wildlife protected area of the beach. And again, this is all going to come back to you. And to the beach patrol. And that -- that is a big thing to be considered in this -- in this discussion, and lastly, it's also going to come back to you as leash laws. I know I wouldn't be in favor of even considering it if it wasn't requiring a dog to be on a leash. So job security for you.
(Laughing) with all of these things, but that's just my feeling at this point. And we have three council members that would like to speak to the issue, Heather Post? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: A quick question, maybe Jessica or Ginger might want to comment on this, you might want to wait to get up to decide, but the -- 
I've had brought up by several members of the public, we do currently have the two, one is on this side of the inlet and one is on the north side. But those are very -- the point of that location is they're very contained and is there any other identified area along the beach line, the giant expanse, I don't know of one in my district. 
That is contained in a way there where you could basically block off that section or contain dogs and not have them going ( Inaudible ). 
>>SPEAKER: Yes Jessica. Any time you set an area up for a specific designation, for the driving areas, you have to have delineate TORs, people may not know the rules, oh, I can't go past that hotel that's pink. 
You have a couple of no drive areas, already. The areas -- 
there are different types of no drive areas, Ginger can speak to, that are mitigation measures for the incidental take permit and a couple of no drive areas that are in the core right now, that we might possibly be able to set up some sort of delineating markers to. Short of that, the beach is wide open.
The inlet or the north county or the Canaveral seashore. There is a dog park located at by Centennial. If we were to allow pets in an area like bicentennial, we would have to put up demarcators on where they might be. But there's nothing existing. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I wanted to point out that geographically, those areas are contained geographically, they're just very. 
>>SPEAKER: Very isolated. 
Smyrna dune parks, the jetty, you can go from the coast guard station all it will way around the left side, around the Indian river to the inlet and once you get to the jetty, you're no longer allowed there. The lighthouse park is unique, you have a very isolated area on the southwest corner of the jetty, that's sandy at all times and we have signages, along our Atlantic beaches that advise you not to take the pets out there. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Danny Robins. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Chair, is there a motion on the floor to have this as a discussion or back and forth with the staff at this point? Are you good with that? 
>>CHAIR BROWER: We're still asking questions of staff or whatever you want to do, there's no motion on the floor at the point. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Make a motion real quick just to discuss issues with this. We have a second? 
>>CHAIR BROWER: The motion was to discuss it between council. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay. Motion by Danny Robins and a second by Wheeler. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I want to make sure that everything is kosher, real quick. I am a dog owner and I'm actually getting ready to get one more and regularly take our dog out to these dog area, but at some point here, something to definitely look at is what are we doing to protect the residents as well and these are just some of the points that we're sent in to me. And realistically, look at risk versus reward, I'm all for making another little area throughout each district, or whatnot to support this. But at this point, just from what I see, kind of opposed to opening up the entire beach and one of my biggest concerns, if -- as long as it's not counter productive, if our ultimate goal is to save the beach, I can't imagine the feds, if little Jimmy's shepherd gets off the leash and starts excavating a turtle nest, or grabbing a turtle and running down the beach with it, terrible. 
Another concern that we have is the additional liability. Even though we're self-insured here, there's a perfect example referred to, home insurance policy, the couple from Johnson insurance-- ( Inaudible ) and there's a humongous list of dogs that they won't insure and probably a clue because there's a tremendous risk here. So the question arises, who's going to pay for the extra liability? Do we want to tax the citizen more by enacting a permit or charge a permit fee or throw it in everyone's else's tax bill, even those who don't use the beach. 
Additional services needed, dogcatcher, cleanup crews, disposal. Emergency vet services, additional space and facility to be quarantined because of the state laws, who's going to check make sure that the dogs are up to date. Two weeks ago W E wanted to get rid of beach tolls and now we're here with something that can potentially create a tremendous amount of liability. And a tremendous amount of expenditures. And so people tuning in go weeks ago, giving away revenue. Revenue that -- 
shot down. Now, this week, we want to discuss adding more liability. Can't do anything by giving away free revenue and free services. And although this is wishful thinking, I want to make sure that we are covered through this, and we need to think these issues through. I wanted to make sure that the tail is not wagging the dog. 
Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Billie Wheeler?
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Yeah, I want to -- some of think issues that were brought up to me were also ones that Danny brought also. 
You know, that we definitely would need to talk about the leash control, the cleanup regulations and who, how would we regulation everything and how much more strain would that be if we crack down, which regulations need to be enforced.
My concerns are going to be the health issues. And I have grandchildren. And my grandchildren, unfortunately, eat sand. You know? And I can't -- I don't want to go the beach and have to keep my hand on my grandchildren, so they're not over maybe picking up sand that's been anointed or whatever. You know? Nor do I want to lay my head down. I have two dogs. So I love my dogs. But I have a problem and I have had a lot of people e-mail me as they have all of us, about them being in the core area. You know, where our public is, where your cars are. 
There's a safety measure even for the animals. So those would be my concerns as we're moving forward and even looking at this. And the health issues and definitely our birds our migratory, our turtle nesting, there's a huge concern there of the preservation of the beautiful things that we have. 
You know, I -- those are my concerns. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Fred Lowry? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you, I don't know if I admitted my grand kids eat sand, but that's great. I think probably all kids have eaten dirt at one time or another. I'm certainly not in agreement to open up the beach launch to dogs, some of the things I won't repeat what's been said but I agree with what's already been said. We could talk about this all day, but I would like to make a notion that we direct staff to maybe look at an area or two, in the northern section of the county that might be available for people up there, we already have a couple of places south and middle. And maybe rather than just leaving this an open-ended and talking about it for two hours, maybe if I could get agreement from everybody, make that a motion that we direct staff to look at some other areas and maybe the northern hemisphere of our county. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I'll second that. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Second that. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Motion by Lowry, for staff to consider everything that's been said here, with -- and seconded by Post. There have been some excellent ideas put on the table here. Ben, did you still want to speak? 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: I'll agree with Dr. Lowry, something up in the north end where -- and you've got to look where there's not already houses or hotels or condos, because those people are going to fight it. You know, might fit right into your naming rights. Morgan and Morgan, bit by a dog on the the beach, call morguen and Morgan. 
(Laughing) 
>>CHAIR BROWER: You might be surprised who's interested in that. I'm already getting calls. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: This has been fought in 2014. With a lot of good information back then. And it's -- it's the same information as we have today. 
And really, when you run into it, do you want to take the chance of the liability, liability, liability, whether it's from a dog bite, some gentle dogs bite people. My daddy was somebody -- bite him for the fun of it. But that concerns me. Feces left in stand, we all know that people don't pick it up like they're supposed to. If we could find somewhere that's not so intrusive, I can support that. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Okay, Heather Post and we have members of the public who would like to speak to this before we vote, but go ahead, Heather. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: That was something that was brought up by a number of the citizens was -- 
why I brought up before about the geographic BOUBLD boundaries that are currently in place for the two dog parks at the South end, we don't have that at the north end. You have people that live right there on the beach. 
And those other locations you do not. So who do we then make, you know, in front of your property a dog park? And it is very different. There really is no other area on Volusia County beaches where we could do it in the same way without hindering the property rights basically, the quality of life of those residents that live right there.
Again, you know, I'm very, very much a dog person. And I take my dog to the beach. But because of that one fact, you know, I would love to have an area at the north end of the county, where certainly people in my district, would have access to the beach. And I know that the people of bicentennial contact me all the time, and say, you know, hey, we would love to just be able to cross over A1A with flashing lights by the way, and say, go to the beach. But they can't and I think really what the point is there is that, that there is no specific boundary there and you are affected the quality of life of others and so what's the return on investment there for those dog owners? In making that decision. I would, you know, if we're just going to have staff come back with, you know, if staff can figure out how to make that happen, and use their fairy wand and come back to us with some way of not having that be intrusive on the quality of life of others on the north ENGD end, I'm absolutely for hearing your suggestions so certainly looking forward to that. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Before I call the public, Mr. County attorney, Michael Dyer, can you address quickly liability, how we're handling that in the two dog parks that we have? And what's your feeling on liability? 
>>SPEAKER: Well, nothing of course prevents us from ever being sued. 
(Laughing) I think we're -- we only have exposures where we have, you know -- if we do establish rules, we want to ensure that we're uniform in their enforcement. But the, you know, I think we have signage or signage to minimize sum of our risk because inherently, bringing your animal toll a park and you're -- there's going to be some inherent risk that could be bit. But I think that any program that we have in place that allows dogs in a park or designated area, that we could manage in a way that does not --
that we manage the risk as much as possible. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Fred, did you want to -- 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: A point of order, this is not open public discussion. So when we have that, we do have people who want to speak and people have already expressed through e-mail and so forth to us, it is a EP appropriate for the chair alone to open it up to public. We didn't open this up to the public to discuss and this is going to take quite a while. 
Quite a stack there. I don't mind them speaking but I think that when we don't advertise it as such, should we not then have to approve that or going to open this up, we do have public discussion times at the beginning and at the end for people to speak for anything, wouldn't it be most appropriate FWR the council to approve that rather than the chair taking it upon himself? 
>>SPEAKER: Well, it's a good question, if I were asked, I would advise that we do open it for for public input, we generated as a agenda item, you're not making the final decision, so I think it's appropriate. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: It's an item where we have -- where we have public participation and every item. This wasn't at the Chair's discretion, but I do appreciate you bringing it up. 
It was the public's discretion. 
Can we have quite a few people, from the public, who want to speak and I'll give them the opportunity right now, Kathi pew? Heather, did you want to speak while she's coming up. 
>>COUNCIL MEMBER: Just very quickly, so point of order, if we are -- I want to make absolutely make sure that we are providing the public with their opportunities and then, if they're not going to be allowed the opportunities for whatever reason, but on the agenda, I think it might be confusing to the public as well, because we're actually listing, it says public hearing and then it lists these items and that was the fist item listed after public hearing so I -- if I were a member of the public, I would assume that that was a public hearing and opportunity for me to speak. So if it is not, I think we would need to note that on The agenda. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: And at the beginning of the meeting, I made an announcement, if someone wanted to speak to an item, to fill out a form, that's customary, we have done that, previous councils have done that. So I knew that a lot of the public did want to speak on this, because I've been hearing from them for several months. 
And so Kathi pew, this is your opportunity. 
>>SPEAKER: Hi, I live right here in Deland, and I've personally love dogs, sorry, not a cat fan. I have a six pound Pomeranian whom I love dearly, however, I would never take her to the beach. Okay. There's numerous conditions, it is not healthy for us. As humans when people do not clean up after themselves. And we have this issue in our own neighborhoods. 
We have go dispensers set up, one at one end and one at the other, the dog bags, the garbage can and there's still neighbors, I'm one of them, where I go out and work in my yard and guess what happens? I step in a pile of it. My yard is fenced in the back, that is the only place my dog goes. I do not take her out and walk her around, if I did, I carry the bags, with me. We travel with her. And I can tell you this. There is no rest area and no hotel where I have ever taken my dog on the actual dog walk. I will carry her to a neighborhood close by to let her walk, because people do not clean up after their animals. 
And if their animals have not been vaccinated, or if they have worm, and my dog steps in it, and she licks her paw, then she's going to have it. 
I take my dog to the vet. She is licensed. Because she does go to the groomers and she gets her vaccinations. The other reasons I do not take her to the beaches is the salt water is not good for your dogs to drink. It can cause dehydration, and diarrhea. And if you're not aware that this is happening, you will kill your dog. It is not the appropriate place. The other reasons -- what if they get a hold of a jelly fish? 
What are you going to do if they bite it? If they lick it? Now, you have a dog that has been stung, that is cruelty to me, to an animal. Then you have people just as if on April 15th, in the news journal, reported David tucker, went to the Ponce inlet dog beach and he took three pictures of dogs that were not on leash. Now, they were bigger dog, if they bite a child, they're going to get sue, if they're going to bite my little baby, I'm going to sue you, I guarantee you because I keep mine on a leash. I have her on a harness, so I can yank her up quick, I have had dogs come up to her. For these reasons, it is very important that we do not allow them to associate where we are plus, what what have you have a car hit a dog and run it over, you're going the get sued again, because you allowed the car on beach and now you've allowed the dogs. I appreciate that you have the two different parks, and I appreciate that there's a lot OFL dog parks, and my dog has never been too one and never will, because of the reasonings people do not pick up after themselves. L and I don't want my dog sick and I certainly do not want to get it and I know that the worm infections do happen, at the beach to a adults, I have a dermatologist that's told me. 
>> Maureen from south Daytona Beach. 
>>SPEAKER: Maureen -- ( name? ) 
Daytona Beach, homeowner, taxpayer, dog owner. I think that the dogs on the beach a terrible idea. They have their own sections. They have never taken PI dog to the beach, and if you have been on the beach, you have seen dogs on the beach.
And they're not service animals, people bring their dogs anyway. 
And the same people that will bring their dogs, they don't clean up after them, people don't clean up after themselves.
Never mind the dogs. I'm going have liability, you don't have control over the dogs. Or the dog owners. The dogs come in various sizes, their poops come in various sizes, you can't pick up their pee. So I'm not understanding, we're supposed to be keepers of the beach, I don't understand the dogs on the beach. They're not keeping the beaches very press teen by allowing animals. You're keeping the loop very pristine, obviously. The beaches, are another concern. I also, it's not on the agenda yet, but you're advertising it at the ramps, another way to garbage up the beaches. Leave the beaches alone. ( Inaudible ) It's a privilege to drive on that beach. It is not a right, it not a right of a taxpayer. 
You're not even meeting the beach budget and you want to open the beaches free. It's not -- it's not paid for by me. You know, how is it that you're telling me that's free? So I'm a taxpayer, I think $25 is very cheap to be allowed to be driving on a beach for an entire year. That's less than $2 a month. For a beach that has -- 
the vehicles on those beaches are -- come a long way baby, and so have their tires, so I would appreciate if you would leave the beaches alone. Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: And Annette Patrela from Daytona Beach. 
>>SPEAKER: Okay. Well, good morning. Still, right? 
(Laughing) So my name is Annette -- 
( name? ) And I am a Daytona Beach and a Daytona Beach shores property owner. But my primary residence is in Daytona Beach. 
One block from the beach. My husband and I chose Daytona Beach as our retirement home, we purchased in 2014 can we moved here full time in 2017. In previous communities where I have lived, I've always looked for ways to contribute to make life better. To fill a void in the community, or a need. As one example of living in Virginia, I was responsible for founding and serveing is as president of a 501C3 designated organization dedicated to community service on a number of fronts. And it's still celebrating its 14th year this year. Since 2017, in an effort to make a difference here, I became an annual sponsor of the Halifax has humane society, where I volunteer around 1,000 hours a year, fostering and supporting fund raising and other community outreach. 
Today, I am here as a member of the leadership team of Daytona dog beach. Speaking on behalf of our 500 members. We ask them not to come. That we would be here to represent them. 
Daytona dog beach was launched on January 28th by Robert Lewis, his vision is for sections of Daytona Beach to be designated a dog friendly leashed, I'm sorry, were leashed, well behaved dogs can accompany their owners, on March 12th, four members of our group met to began formal planning to bring our dream to reality. We walked away with action items, which we have been addressing since. With many still in progress. Several include to develop and launch a survey of our members, using the survey results to fine tune the plan and find leaders and partners within the group. To engage county and city leadership including council members, leaders of public safety, and animal control, beach safety, and environmental management. To engage with state leadership in the areas of fish and wildlife, and health. 
To engage key interest in impacted parties such as tourism, and hospitality industry. To identify and understand key concerns, many of which we have heard today, and to work to address them. And find agreeable solutions, potentially even partner to support the goals of other groups. And to develop an understanding of the budgetary impact of our proposal and then, identify potential solutions. 
Our hope is to receive a green light to begin working with key partners to allow for dog friendly beach options in the county. Done appropriately, I see the PO enTSHL a dog friendly beach has to unite our community and support of this labor of love, I have communicated with more neighbors and heard more heartwarming stories around our shared passion for our dogs, than I have experienced in the last four years living here. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Thank you very much. 
>>SPEAKER: You're welcome. I don't know if I should -- I did not turn these in ahead of time but we did Mac -- packets for all of you, for Recktenwald and -- who were speaking today. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
>>SPEAKER: There is information in here about the potential -- 
( Inaudible ). 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Very good. 
>>SPEAKER: Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: John Nicholson followed by Wendy Shuman. 
>>SPEAKER: John Nicholson, Daytona beach side. Basically, everything I've wanted to say has been said. You have heard from the dog owners who responsible, but you don't hear from those that are irresponsibility and thank God several people have mentioned it, they're the ones that cause all of the trouble and if you open up the beach, CHI don't think you're going to do, we would have a problem, a really big problem. And when I walk on the beach, between 3:00 and 5:00 in the morning, I don't encounter any problems, generally I see one or two dog owners with their dogs running around. But it's not a big deal. If you do open it and I think you really should, to me, Ponce inlet is not in the middle of the county, if you look at the population, Daytona Beach is the middle of the county. So having to go six or ten miles south, is not the middle. There are five locations that I can think of off the top of my head that you could put dog parks and two, probably is a no-brainer, you wouldn't do it. Sun slash park, the county owns it, you can put a dog park in front of it. RO ma -- Ramona park, one just north of Granada boulevard, it's a closed beach, and put a dog park right there. A little tiny sliver of the shores, you could go -- the ideal location, the Lutheran church, I don't know what the road is, but there's a county -- there's a parking lot there. People could work -- and there's a light. 
And have a dog park on one side or the other, that is not well used in term of like hundreds of people. And the last location that I think would probably be the best, is the Centennial park. Have them go over the bridge and take either left or right, and make a dog park. 
Because you really, really -- 
and if we talk -- I'm talking there's like five or ten cars in the parking lot. So I've never gotten out -- I did once to go out and see what the whole thing is about, but generally, there's not a ton of people in that parking lot. So it's not going to affect like a gazillion people being denied access to the beach. They can go over and have a whole -- what, four miles before you hit Granada or whatever? That is the ideal location to me. It really is something that the north end of the county needs. And I think that that would be the best location with the least amount of trouble, and it wouldn't affect any of the neighbors. 
Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you. 
Wendy? And then after Wendy, Alex? 
>>SPEAKER: Good morning, everyone, long time resident, first time speaker, third generation city area, and this is always been a big thing for me. And up until a week ago, I didn't have a dog, which I decided to bring one back from Africa last week, so she has liked the beach so far. 
I would propose, maybe, just as you guys have talked about, different areas. I would also suggest maybe different times. 
Shouldn't be down on the beach in the mid of the summer at noon so maybe even with ordinance looking at of course, I would say, getting all of the responsible people to register and at the time of registering the dog, and having the serial with that dog, you show proof of all of your vaccinations that has to be renewed, if you do cause trouble or violate, you get fined, and then, you can lose your license, for your animal. But also doing for maybe the beginning of the morning until maybe 10. And then, in the afternoon, from 5:00 after, that wouldn't be high traffic areas. I live in Ormond by the sea, and I'm off Capastrono, I see dogs all the time on leashes and I've never encountered -- pretty responsible up there, never encountered any kind of dog remains, but I can tell you how many -- I can't tell you how many times that I've had a hook in my hook from a fisherman or fig like -- anything like that. 
It's regulated appropriately, there be someone who will not follow the rules, we all know that. The people that want this and work together will come together to make the appropriate, you know, allotment to have our dogs on the beach. 
So that's really all I've got. 
Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you very much. Alex? And after Alex, Karen Clark. 
>>SPEAKER: Hello, I live in Ormond beach, before that, I lived on Daytona Beach, right on the beach. And I never took my dog there because I wasn't allowed. I really like the idea of a dog beach. I know it needs to be some place that's away from everybody else. Or primarily. We were thinking about an area that is close to the cove -- a half mile area, and it doesn't have poles but, you know, maybe poles could be added or, you know, something. 
But we were hoping to confine it into an area where we could at least try to police it ourselves. As much as possible.
And I know if I walked my dog and I saw somebody didn't clean up after themselves, I would because I would want to continue to have that beach. I just think it's a great idea, I think that we have to give the people some place to take their dogs further north. Than the inlet. 
That's all I really have to say.
Thank you. 
>>CHAIR BROWER: Thank you very much. You said it well. Karen Clark. And followed by ( ida Jeffrey brower County Chair Ben Johnson@lARJ 
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Heather postpuffed Post puffedPostPost dier rec 10 wailed County Manager County Attorney dog is supposed to be on a leash to begin with. If it does, your property gets confined and property taken care of legally. Liability is on the pet owner not the county. You know, you are the pet owner bringing the dog on there and they mentioned several times putting the beach on more than. Don't use the terminology dog park. Dog park is enclosed. Dogs are off leech off leash on a dog park and what terminology should be dog's be dog's on leash by law. You won't have your dogs running all over the place going and biting children. Again, they are supposed to be on the leash. Again, liability goes back to the person 
. 
If you can close off a beach because of a hotel with petrified or whatever leashing poles, you can do in a for a can do in a for a dog area and for hotels why not people and there is one out of every three residents in the county owns a pet and most likely 
a dog. 
Again, use the correct terminology 
. 
Don't call it a dog park on the beach. It is dogs aloud 
. 
That is another good option. As far as stepping on doo doo out there on the beach or dog area what about gosh darn [Indiscernible] just letting you know. 
>> Thank you. Lynette and then Austin Groves. 
>> Hello. As a long-term -- long-time native here, I don't want to repeat everybody and take up everybody's's time. All I'm hearing is nobody is taking into consideration tourism that goes on here. People come down and I see them all the time. They bring their dogs. They have no idea they are not allowed on the beach. With all of the responsible people who love their animals, I get it. I don't understand how it will ever be managed and why we put ourselves in that kind of position with our beaches. The beach is our sanctuary and one of the best things about the area. I was down recently in South Florida, Juno beach. Their beach is is is broken into different dog parks. You look down and there is waste everywhere that is minor compared to -- when I when I hear the wildlife person talk, that is something I have always thought could be unhealthy on the beach. To hear the extent of it, I can't imagine that we would think it is -- who will manage different areas 
. 
I just can't see it. You know? 
Anyway. Besides the fact that our that our tolls are reasonable like the other woman said. It is amazing we can have $25 $25 a year and our car can be on the beach let alone a dog being hit on the beach or child being being hurt. I wish I could say it better. I think everybody said T I'm throwing my two cents $0.02 in. 
>> You did great. Thank you. Austin groves followed by missy Hen. 
>> Good afternoon, Council mobss and attendance and proud of responsible dog owner and 10-year old yellow lab that likes wadeing in the ocean as much as I do. I grew up surfing on the coasts and beaches should be allowed to be shared with our furry friends. Not here to complain but propose solutions and some people have said something about making sections of the beach where dogs are allowed and one particular solution could be near the ponds preserve where there is no houses or condos and very little beach traffic and some people had said something about a timeframe before 10:00 a.m. and after 5 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 
. 
As far as fecal matter goes I go down to the dog beach three times a week re religiously. Dog loves going to the -- not one incidence or dog fecal matter. There could could be a pay to play option and some proposed getting dog registered providing proper health documentations I was a resident Colorado where particular apartment complexes will take a fecal -- that is pretty much all to say. I hope we can have furry friends on the on the beach some time soon. Thank you. 
>> Thank you. Missy and then the last one will be Julie. 
>> Hi. I'm missy and resident of the beach for over 28 years 28 years and saw this come before the county and I was like a lot of people working and taking care of families and it came and went and we were like wow I missed it. I grew up in Palm Beach county and visit there regularly and beach that the lady before we referred to as Juno beach I was there two weeks 2 weeks ago. She is right. It is beautiful and water is crystal clear and dog of all sizes Great Danes and Palmer anans running around not on leashes and everybody gets around fine. It is the most densely populated nesting of logger head and leather back turtles and they get along and dogs don't dig up nests and somehow it magically works itself out 
. 
I just ask the County council to -- if we don't know how to do it, we can line up people all day long here from the Audubon society and everywhere else if you don't want it you will line up to show you don't want it look to a county that can do it and does it successfully for decades and ask them how they do it 
. 
Right? 
It doesn't seem that complicated and I think some of the negative things that happened in dog beaches if there are any specifically is you are cramming people in two very small areas who want to take their dogs to the beach 
. 
Like I said pal pal Beach county is focused by conservation and make it work and go home to visit friends there and location pal pal BeachPalm Beach county is focused by conservation and make it work and go home to visit friends there and location Palm Beach county outweighs us per capityia. They do fine. They picked up 75 75,000 pounds of trash on the beach since 2006 2006 and is one of the of the prettiest beaches I think in the world 
. 
I don't understand why we have such a hard time looking past ourselves and, you know, people talk about they want their children stepping in dog doo and dirty diapers on the beach with poo in them and needles and trash and we have lots of opportunity to move past this. So thank you for your time and consideration. 
>> Thank you, Julie Huffield. 
>> Hello. I'm Julie and had no intention of speaking today but concerned we will designate small areas for dogs 
. 
I live in Ormond and walk my dog five miles dog 5 miles a day. We are limited even in Ormond with dog parks 
. 
The opportunities to get out and share and I'm a very social person and young enough to meet 
new people. 
I moved into a new neighborhood and reason that I know all my neighbors is because I have 
a dog. 
I just moved into a street with a lot of elderly people that now, you know, I can service and help them and go get their trash cans and I go over and help them when they need help moving something 
. 
It is only because I have a dog that this has happened 
. 
So, I am not a crazy dog owner but love my 
dog. 
I find a great opportunity for us all to be able to put our dogs on leashes 
. 
And just walk our beach. That is not even just make designated areas right now 
. 
Let'sake baby steps and put dogs on leashes and walk up and down our beaches and meet each other. I don't know we need -- I haven't I haven't taken dogs to dog park there I drive 30 minutes 30 minutes to use those beaches and have time and resources and could take my dog up there I could walk to Grenada with my dog and walk three miles 3 miles up the beach and walk back and get a 6-miles in and walk my neighbors. I am not taking my dog off the beach -- I mean off the leash. If we have to take baby steps let's let's do that and allow us to park our cars and walk dogs on leashes down at the beaches and it is a lovely way way to share a day 
. 
You are with your animal and animal is happier and not going home and barking and keeping up neighbors and biting the neighbors cat because they are healthy and getting exercise they need and guess what? ? So are people that need to get out and walk the beach. We don't We don't have to designate acres and all those things right now 
. 
Let us let us walk our dogsont beach park car go three miles go 3 miles north and south and get in car and tired dog and met somebody and when we get home we are probably a happier neighbor is my hope. We can start small and maybe get somewhere else. Thank you. 
>> Thank you, before we call for a for a vote, we have a motion on the table and want to add to everything just said for people that spoke against this and people that spoke for it. One of the things I love about doing this is that we have really smart people in Volusia county 
. 
Whatever side you are on, you express yourselves well and brought up points you all need to consider and staff will consider if this goes to staff to -- if the council chooses to send it to staff 
. 
I hope they do so that the conversation can continue and it will come back and will be voted on up or down 
. 
We are not voting on it up or down today, I hope 
. 
If we vote to not send it to staff, it is over 
. 
So, just thank you for coming and expressing yourselves and doing a good job and in a chrism in a civil way in a civil way. That is what America is about 
. 
Options and [Indiscernible]. 
>> Mr. Chair, did we have a motion or anybody make a motion? That is why I asked if we had a motion and second. 
>> An hour ago. 
>> Still motion to move it forward to staff. I don't know. I think we could probably call for the vote. 
>> Yeah. 
>> Thank you. 
>> We have a motion on the table to send to stop to staff and consider options and they will come back to us and we had a second 
. 
Let'sall the role again. You know? 
>> Mrs. Wheeler, yes. Mr. Johnson, Dr. Owery. 
>> Yes. 
>> [Taking Roll]. 
>> Okay. I will ask staff for some -- or the -- my colleagues up here for some direction. It is 12:14 
. 
We can knock out two more items or take a break and I'm seeing break here. Either way way, whatever your -- 
>> These are long topics and think we need to have time to adequately discuss them 
. 
Not on an empty stomach? Okay. It is 12:14. We'll be back at 1:15. 
>> Mr. Chair. 
>> Yes, ma'am? 
>> I want to ask those. We have items 7, 8, 9, and 10 are all staff items where only staff is speaking and item 11 is one where we have some people that have been waiting all morning to speak 
. 
I'm wondering if we can in fact place them as sort of a 6A, move them up between 6 and 
7. 
So that they can be heard earlier in the day on the human trafficking issue. 
>> I don't have an issue with that. Anybody -- no? 
Everybody is looking out for staff. 
>> Perfect. Thank you so much. 
>> Newsmear Smyrna Beach OphthsteenVowtran. 
>> If everybody wants to take your seats, we will get started in about 60 seconds 60 seconds. 
>> All right. We have about one minute 1 minute. If everybody wants to find a seat, we will get started at 1:20. 
All right. It is 1:20. We will resume the meeting. We are on item 5. For which we have a -- just a couple of people that would like to speak 
. 
This is an agenda item that I asked to be added here to the purpose of moving this to a workshop, the whole idea of beach tolls 
. 
You heard it brought up this morning 
. 
I want to give you a little background what my thought was when I asked to have it put on and specifically asked for a for a workshop not asking for an up or down vote what the vanes criminal thinks of beach tolls, yet. 
But here is the background and what is important 
to me. 
We need a workforce in Volusia county and need our young people to stay here and work 
. 
That is not happening 
. 
The median age, I don't know if you can put that slide up on Volusia county needs to keep our young people that are the workforce and our businesses need. The median age in Volusia county is 46.5 years 46.5 years 
old. 
In Florida it is 41.9 and USA, it is 
37.9. 
25 to 34 year 34-year olds, people entering the workforce that we want to keep here, we are behind the net 11.4% 12th for Florida and 13th for the USA and prime labor force if you look down is 78 78% where Florida and the nation are 80 and 81% 
. 
So, we don't have young people that are participating in the workforce that we need here in volOescha county. I want you to consider the median household income. In volOesch In Volusia county -- in Florida it is 53,000 inum numb, 
267. 
US average is 
60,000. 
Per capityia income in Volusia county -- opposed to TLIRT to 30 and 32 32 for Florida and 
the USA. 
We are not a rich county but highly taxed county but we don't make the same per capityia NBLGyia income as even the rest of the state ofa income in Volusia county -- opposed to 30 and 32 for Florida and the USA. 
We are not a rich county but highly taxed county but we don't make the same per capita income as even the rest of the state of California 
. 
15. poverty level 
. 
We are not a wealthy community. 
I want to change that. When I talk about beach tolls and beach in general, for me, it is a part. It is just one part of what should be our economic development outreach across the country and want to remind -- some council members -- I know Billie sat beside me or at the same table or across the table from one of the more interesting talks we have had here from our economic development department from quint Studor building a vibrant community 
. 
Quint has a quote I rant to remind everybody of building a vibe front a vibrant community to keep young people here and workforce we need and attract new businesses that new businesses that want to live in a fun and exciting place and Quint says vibrant a young place that people can stay after college and attract their potential and place where strong tax base leads to leads to financial health and place that is safe and clean with a great education system. You go through a couple of things of what you need in a community to attract young people to keep them here. This is across the country and communities are focused on this we talked about Quint talked about what they did in his town 
. 
The No. 1 thing attracting young people is the ability to live downtown and in an area where lots of things are going 
on. 
No. 1, programming that young people and us old people people enjoy as well. Things going on outside on outsidein expensive ways to attract people and drive traffic and all kinds of downtown gatherings and playgrounds and outdoor market and street musicians 
. 
Those are things we need to be focused on and retail and entertainment in the same area they can live so that they can walk to work or the grocery store and then walk home again and take their car out on weekend fosse re entertainment and office space downtown 
. 
Residential and bike paths around the downtown area 
. 
Now, why do I go into do I go into all of that with -- on a subject of beach tolls? 
Again, it is part of a huge discussion of what we need to do in Volusia county to attract and keep young people and our workforce here 
. 
One of the things, a tiny little thing I think we can do is to be a Volusia first county 
. 
To be attentive to our own citizens 
. 
It has been said, I think, today that what I was going to propose was offering a free beach 
. 
There is no such thing as a free beach. Every one of us is paying for a for a beach. When you pay property taxes you are paying for beach maintenance and part of your rent is a property taxes that your landlord pays and don't believe we should leave renters out 
. 
We are paying for our beach. In fact, we are paying right now in daily passes and combo passes where you can get into the park at the inlet, just under a million a million a year is what we have taken 
. 
Last meeting I proposed a way a way to recoop that million dollars a year and took general ribbing that some of you might have seen online 
. 
John, don't you laugh 
. 
And I have got some really good gentle ribbing on Facebook from people wondering or speculateing what we might name a beach approach. I won't -- some names were ex-rated and funny thing that happened at that meeting is local businesses started to call me and they liked the idea and were interested in it and would like to submit proposeals 
for that. 
It is not -- it is a well-known thing communities do is sell naming rights for all kinds of things like stadiums you see it 
. 
Beach patrol or approaches, it is a little unusual 
. 
I -- I think that is what we need is some unusual thinking and something outside of 
the box. 
This council is not against thinking outside of 
the box. 
They want me to be careful we don't overspend 
. 
That is one of the reasons that I'm bringing this up and one reason I ran to get control of government. Government should be smaller and tax rate should be smaller 
. 
I want to start today with asking for a for a workshop to -- among others things with concerning beach tolls is giving it the tiniest little tax break to people, our own residents in Volusia County already paying for the beach in their property taxes and not suggesting they get a free pass 
. 
Although, frankly, that would be fine with 
me. 
I don't want them to be taxed a second time when they go on the beach. It is $20 $20, it is $25 $25. Will it kill somebody or hurt them? No. It tells us we are for our residents and I want to attract young people to live here and to know we are looking out for them. It is a tiny little thing that won't break the bank I proposed a way a way to pay for it and other ways to pay for it we can discuss in a workshop 
. 
One thing we need to discuss is I met with the mayor. the mayor of New Smyrna Beach and where beaches are not crowded and have everybody coming from Orlando filling their beaches. 
There is no room for locals sometimes. 
So, we came up with suggestion with suggestions for for that, how to have -- how we can attract people further north at Dunloten and Daytona Beaches. That should be discussed in a workshop and is a simple thing I'm asking the county council to do. I think at the beginning of the year Heather posed -- had said, I think we should have a lot of workshops 
. 
Now that I have sat in the chair for a for a few months, I think that is a good idea and that we should -- I think we should discuss a lot of different things in depth instead of a yes or no vote or sending it back to staff 
. 
So, that is my proposeal is that we allow the citizens of Daytona Beach and people that pay rent here and that live in homes and people that work and people that we want to live here 
. 
A simple little amenity of you have paid for the beach through your property taxes. We won't charge you a second time 
. 
Yeah. It is a mere $20 $20. 
If everybody on the council and I think I have heard most say that we need to get or reduce taxes 
on people. 
We can'ttart with $20 $20. 
If we can't start with a $20 a $20 tax reduction, there is no hope for getting control of our tax rate 
. 
We are paying almost 50% of our income in taxes when you put everything together 
. 
Let'start with $20 $20 and start with a tiny little thing 
. 
I want to ask the council for -- if somebody would make a motion that we ask the staff. This is the only thing. I won't ask them to do any work 
. 
Just to ask the staff to schedule a workshop between all of the other workshops that we have 
. 
Then to come back and tell us when we can do a workshop to discuss beach tolls and on local residents and maybe you would want to look at beach tolls on out-of-town residents as a way as a way to pay for it. I don't care. You all have things you are considering 
. 
I want a workshop to talk about those things and get control of our beach and make it a fun and exciting place again and heard numerous people say this morning that we have destroyed our beach. That is painful. Our beach is an economic driver. Let's Let's not destroy it. Let's Let's make it popular 
. 
Not just people outside of our Volusia county. Downtown businesses, we have plans to improve Sea breeze ampu Main Street and east ISP. To do that and to make it a reality we need local people to frequent that area and draw our own residents down there and have a workshop to find ways 
to do that. 
Would somebody make a motion to. 
>> I move approval. 
>> Ask -- oh, my gosh! 
Okay. I will start with Billie. You are first. 
>> Okay. So, I don't have a problem of making a motion to schedule a workshop, Mr. Chair 
. 
I would like to make my motion with -- for discussion. 
>> Okay. 
>> Well, I will second it. 
>> Second. 
>> [Laughing]. 
>> Danny seconded it. Heather, what did you say? 
>> I was making a motion down here earlier, but this has good. 
>> Okay. 
>> Either way. 
>> So we have a motion to discuss this? 
>> Right. 
>> Heather, your name is still first. Somebody -- 
>> So. 
>> Did you want to start? 
>> Yeah. Since I made the motion, I would like to have the discussion 
. 
There is several things 
. 
Agree. I read that same book and listened to all that about the vibrant community. I absolutely concur with that, Mr. Chair. I look at that is definitely a part of the equation that we need to move to move Volusia forward 
. 
However, like you said, a $25 a $25 beach pass won't won't keep our youth here but rather high paying jobs and better education 
. 
And that -- if we don't have that to offer, our young folks will go where they can get a good paying job 
. 
That is critical 
. 
Those good-paying jobs will promote and encourage growth in the inner cities and the vibrant communities we are all hunting 
for. 
The second issue is, you know, I think there is some clarification that we can do in a workshop, but you keep talk being this being taxed twice 
. 
Ryan, I don't know if you are here, but from what I understand, this would be -- I'm not interested in shifting cost to taxpayers that to taxpayers that could be covered by user fees. These are user fees on the beach. If we collect additional revenue, it should be helped to offset and reduce taxpayer subsidy to the beach. We are already running that into debt. Also, we discussed this last week and last meeting and decided not unanimously but majority vote to put this off after the discussion after the park. Financials are done 
. 
Our budget is done. 
It is really critical we are in critical times as you can see in the back of our budget or agenda when we have to discuss a major budget item 
. 
This year is a year of uncertainty. 
Was this on -- when we had our first workshop at the beginning of the year, was this wanly of this one of your priority items? 
>> The beach? 
>> This specific thing 
. 
We need a list and concurred with five items that we would out of a list of many -- we all had many items of top priorities 
. 
I would like this also to be on the list, Mr. Chair. That -- you know, that we add that to the list 
. 
I would like to still state that we voted last time to postpone until after the budget. I'm totally for having this discussion and think it is an important discussion to have but is not not kicking the can but being responsible taxpayers and looking at the taxpayers money and lots of things are involved in this. That is my discussion. 
>> It is. You are absolutely right. Last time I brought up a way a way to pay for this before I brought it up a new revenue source and majority of the council did vote to postpa enthat until later later. It is totally separate from this and decided to push forward with it anyway. It is what our constituents want. They don't feel they are getting our attention. 
This is -- yet, this is a tiny part of an economic development program. Yes, we need. 
>> Not all of the constituents are not. 
>> Sorry. Didn't mean to interrupt as you interrupted me, but the -- what what well, my constituents are. They are asking what about us. 
We give millions of of dollars away to other businesses to come here 
. 
They would like consideration as well for their daily lives here. 
This is a way a way to build our economy. It is an economic builder not a liability. It makes our whole beach side more attractive and tells people to come back 
. 
We want you to use a beach and taxing people twice and in property in property tax and rent and double taxation and ways to pay for it in workshop we could list out all kinds of ways to pay for for this. Heather Post? 
>> Okay. A couple of items that we have really gone off and talked about a number of things and in regards to not addressing churn things my understanding is what was kicked down the road until October is sponsorship of beach accesses not beach tolls. Correct? 
>> [Indiscernible]. 
>> That was the That was the literal thing we said wait until OBLTH October. Are we correct on that. 
>> Yeah. 
>> That is what was postponed until October. I'm reading this is is regarding actual beach tolls and separateing that and making it clear. That is my understanding from what I am reading and heard 
. 
We talked about it at the last meeting but in regards to kicking it down the road I was gem I was chomping at bit to have the discussion in 10 years in 10 years we really didn't do that or lay out what the priorities were of council and didn't go over and didn't come up with actionables we have to bring in business and do this and 
that. 
So, not a whole lot of clear understanding and certainly with my constituents I hear you talkinging there and my constithe wepts are saying what are we doing about all this stuff I put up 
on the board. 
I have to tell you I have heard so many times $25 $25 is not a whole lot 
. 
Is may not be but is to a hell of a lot of constituents. 


I have to say that. There is a lot of people people that I talk to who count change 
. 
Yes. They still have change who count change for gas and various things and people will comment on that. They shouldn't shouldn't be driving if county [Indiscernible] they shouldn't shouldn't go to the beach if they have a ski few dollar and want to take family for the day to drive on the beach everybody should be afforded the opportunity that lives here to access our beaches freely 
. 
I will say that. In terms of the actual workshop, I was going to bring up at the end of the of the day the affordable housing network 
. 
We scheduled -- you know, I asked in our priorities workshop and we said these are important items and issues that must be discussed and we must vet these and see actionables and I said give me a month. What are we doing? 
Let'say it out. I don't want to -- this time next year be saying these are issues that people want to hear about. We need to vet and come up with solutions and we did that and already on the first workshop affordable housing was supposed to be in April and now is in May and my understanding is it was going to be tubal to be actually a public workshop and community summit. It will no longer be that but a presentation in front of council 
. 
I think we knead to sit down hopefully this afternoon open discussion or currently in this process here. All get on the same page. I don't think staff is on the same page in terms of our understanding what we expect what a workshop actually is and what we expect to be getting from these workshops and way we expect to vet from each of these issues we continuously keep saying that these are are issues and using tag lines 
. 
I want to -- we have to get to point B somehow, guys 
. 


Every single year is a critical year 
. 
During my entire first four years 4 years I heard that everything is a result of 2008 2008. Everything is a result of the recession and why we didn't do A, B, and C was the recession. 
It was thing after thing after thing and didn't do it because the recession will -- the reconsider eggs is over 
. 
We need to start to do actionable items and now we are saying Covid, Covid, Covid, Covid. I get Covid has up upended but next year what will come up then? When do we as council do actionables and lay it out and really drill down? 
I wanted to hear from the public that our workshop should be public workshops not 15 workshops or something drawn out over 6 months 6 months but hearing from the public and vetting the issue and not just having a presentation and chatting it enminute biz it and moving on and saying check 
the box. 
Checking the box is not cutting it 
. 
If we have -- on the totals, if we can have this discussion, we said that we have a high level of people in the county who can't can't afford a lot of things. 
If we can take away some pressure even -- where do we start. 
>> If this is a great way way to start, it is the beaches, for heaven's's sake 
. 
Last place and some discussion I had about the advertising bankroll barge and barge and last place in Volusia county things are not messed with people people can go spend a day and don't have to pay $212 $212 for a a family of 12 to go enjoy themselves. 
They shouldn't shouldn't be paying enjoy that. It is the one last place. I just think we -- I don't like when we push stuff off. There is always going to be something 
. 
I would like to see some actionable items 
. 
Thank you. I guess that is my bell. 
>> Thank you. Danny Robins? SGLI? 
>> I will cut to the chase with this if our beach is such an economic driver I love the beach by the way by the way why is it upside the fund the fund when will we treat Volusia county not like a business and -- free beach passes issishful thinking what is next when do stores close next is hamburgers hot dogs and relish at ramps when is free becoming too expensive nothing in life is free context of government operations means someone is paying the price and piper and so it is with the beach. Sit back for a for a sec and be real here where can you go get service for $20 for $20 for the whole year some are saying we are double taxing citizens I love beach driving has association cost with it it always has and always always will when we are growing it is a service public state parks and boat launches so on and so forth. Somebody has to pay for for this clean the beach and who grade the beach -- if youth are paying attention and wand inside of a voting booth remember free is a lie. You are making it free to the residents who use the beach by making resident who's who's don't use the beach pay more taxes. 
It doesn't doesn't compute 
. 
Who up here wants to tell an elderly couple on fixed income that we have to raise their taxes because Browers friends want free access to the beach? 
This is reality. If you have forgotten Mr. Brower you are -- welcome to the swamp. Talk about bought and paid for pay to play something you campaigned and we campaigned so hard on. This is ultimately no different when you look at it and this is what happens in big government and why people don't trust government. 
Now, let's let's transition into theoid you've the naming rights. 
It has been tested already in Daytona some years back and failed Ms. Robbly. We are here again let's let's talk about it open approaches we have and where common sense comes to play how many are marketable locations? Very few worthwhile to a tenant saying location, location, location, for anyone who pays attention knows that knows that No. 2 if advertising was star spangled awesome why is it -- better than what it is why isn't that funded overflowing with cash they advertise countywide and still upside down by me bringing up some of this slate it will tick people off but is hard truth respectfully Chair it didn't get a second because it was a bad idea giant gaudy sign advertising booze and condoms this is ridiculous but we have a $500 a $500 check for it; right? 
We along with staff are bogged down with sheer nonsense lately we can't look at recession resistant money makers like the landfill we can mine it and recover millions of dollars that have been collecting there for there for decades and recoverable materials sitting there waiting or we could put it out for future bid and make money or grind thousands of pounds of a** asphalt shingles coming in daily and sell them for $600 for $600 a load or be like neighbors Alabama and Georgeia using recycled shh -- bringing down taxes was part of your agenda Chair we could make tipping fees at the landfill consistent with everywhere else to generate to generate more revenue and give tax relief to citizens we need cash flows ladies and gentlemen cash flows we can count on not wishful thinking and get in green increase re-Souix deserves I don't know who has been watching television here but cities are on fire we better get ready for rainy days and name a few solutions to positively impact all Volusia county not just your friends what is going on in this government right now is not efficiency or transparency it has been loonacy 
. 
After I leave here some day I want Volusia county to be known for something more than government inefficiency I am a business man and have been successful. I understand if I don't produce I don't eat. If I don't produce or provide a service to my valued customers they will go elsewhere that is what has been happening this is getting us nowhere 
. 
Free is not value it is not capitalism free is socialism andute openia that doesn't work 
. 
As respectful as I can be these rabbit holes we continue would usually dive down shows zero zero fiscal responsibility. You and I ran on that if Volusia was a business we would have been out of business a long time ago. Folks could you imagine a corporate Board of Directors this dysfunctional? Shareholders would have fired them long ago and citizens are shareholders and we are not getting any of their work done, period 
. 
I sat here since January 7th January 7th quiet quiet for a quiet for a reason. I learn when you are talking, you are not listening 
. 
Our words and actions must be meanful be meaningful. Time is money 
. 
We are not getting paid to sit up here and blow hot air and not getting paid to sit on thumbs and listen to ourselves talk and not getting paid to stir the pot and getting paid to get work done. That is not happening. 
>> I agree. 
>> Our employees are our greatest asset and we diminish their value creating work that is meaningful and unrewarding and inundated with best described narrow-minded schemes while real issues take a political back seat. This will stop today. I sat here and witnessed staff being publicly badgered continuously and treated with hostility this will stop once again and staff does a tremendous job and if you walk down any business district Mr. Brower and help wanted signs you would start to understand how lucky we are only thing right now holding this county together day-to-day is George and Susan and staff respectfully Chair not you and not us despite contrary belief I want to succeed and want you to succeed 
. 
If you don't succeed we don't succeed and our citizens don't succeed. This is a chance to lead a fair and impartial meeting. You are only one vote. That is it. Everyone including staff is it not subservient to you and the beach crowd. This is not a dictatorship and there is no room in here any longer for a for a bully and not the unity of 550,000 people and not what they were sold and promised to. This council is not doing the work of the people who elected us Stott pantering to radical Facebook groups political pundants and special interest and stop making us first and stop Volusia county from going down that path. It shouldn't shouldn't be like Israel and palestine work for the single mom and dad in Daytona making ends meet or those that need transportation and working for inner city parents and kids needing jobs to pay for health and childcare. Leave this council chair solve real problems find real solutions this is 20201 we are in the midst of a pandemic and county and country is coming a part under the weight of current events this county is consumed with putting beer signs on beeches approaches threatens of litigation dogs on beach and beach driving and got got God knows what else is in the hopper this political power struggle has to stop we have to unite as a council and Mr. Brower you have to build consensus 1 to 6 or 2 to 6 vote is not effective leadership you have to start playing for the name on the front of your jeers any not the name on your back. 
>> Amen. 
>> [Applause]. 
>> I am glad to see you brought a rooting section 
. 
That was -- that was interesting 
. 
Here starts 2022 2022 campaign season. The swamp. It is the swamp that asked for a for a $20 for a $20 tax break so people in Volusia county that live here can enjoy their beach. I want to correct something you just heard of. I never suggested getting on the beach for free. You are taxed twice for it. That is a curve that is the take you off track. You are paying for the beach and property taxes are rent and you pay again when you go home. $20 $20 is not fiscally irresponsible 
. 
It will tell voters of Volusia county that they matter and things they want. I have a name on my Jersey Danny it is Volusia councy taxpayers and all of the citizens and ran a campaign from one end of the county to another and that and that is what I heard from them maybe you are not hearing it from your constituents or whoever wrote your piece for you. I hear it. I hear it every day. The people that live in Volusia county want to know that they are respected and their lives matter and what they want will actually be talked about. Dogs on the beach and all this stuff you said, that is not my agenda but your constituents agenda and they they asked to have it put on and we brought it on and talked about it today 
. 
You can tag me any way me any way you want. You can laugh at the advertising for beach approaches and say it never will work and it failed before. It is not true. We don't know because we didn't try it. We kicked that can down the road. Business are calling me not condoms and beer you would be surprised who it is not wishful thinking when I bring a new revenue source you don't have to like it but we do and should talk about it and be able to talk about it and let the public hear what we are talking about and what ideas are. It has what I'm asking 
for. 
You don't want to talk about things and you want staff to run the county the county they are capable of doing it Fred that is not why you or or Danny or the rest of us were elect today be up here but to direct our county manager. 
>> Exactly. 
>> He -- we need we need to give him direction not every time we come up with an idea or something to talk about saying you are overworking them that is not our job you can't do it. That is our job. That is our sole job and reason we were elected was to give direction to county staff that comes from you and will go down and defeat if that is what it takes Volusia county appearing I am hearing from apparently they are hearing from somebody else swamps and rabbit holes and Ben Johnson, take it away. 
>> Mr. Chair, you are one vote. We voted last meeting 5 to 2 to table this. A few words changed and all of a sudden the next meeting it is back in front of us. Will there be some revenue? Maybe some. It has been looked at in the past but not revenue we need to close it up. I think you have to broad en to broaden your range of constituents you are listening to. That is not what I'm hearing I hear some and some e-mails and big part is a beach and big user fees and lots of people don't use the beach and don't want it on ad valorem taxes. 
>> Here here. 
>> We won't take and make it up along this manner additional income is fine and dandy but won't take and cover up the whole thing. I don't want more on ad valorem taxes and another and neither and and neither do people I talk 
to. 
Not gemini but but silver Glenn springs or any state or federal park you are paying a user fee to help take care of that place. We are putting $9 million $9 million of general fund budget money into it, yes. We have another $6 million $6 million that we are taking and making up in tolls and know about a million dollars come from year-long toll takers and don't know how much daily users are putting into it no matter what at least it takes burden off our general funds that that right now we have a problem we will look at something real that will cost us money and no matter how you look at it it will cost us money and ambulances will cost us money 
. 
We have many things we know will tax us and we have to take and think about them 
. 
You need to start listening to your constituents and also to start listening to some of the people sitting up here beside you and have a little bit of respect. I would advise you to go back and look at the tape that was just done when when Mr. Robins was speaking. Look at your facial expressions 
. 
It was not -- you -- you basically were laughing when you shouldn't shouldn't be doing that when somebody else is speakinging just because they are in opposition to you. We want you to succeed, but you have to work with us 
. 
You have to take and stop and think about where we are going and put it all together. 
Yes. We want you to be successful. Your success is our success 
. 
There is a lot of things in government that none of us like but they are things that are there for there for a reason and to slow down some of the processes not just trying to ram rod things until you realize that you do have campaign promises you made and you are right in trying to take and push those agendas forward because you made those promises, but don't try to force feed the rest of us on your agenda promises when we have other people talking to us that don't agree with those things 
. 
Thank you. 
>> Thank you. And I see that all four of them are here. 
Ben, what I'm asking for is a workshop so that we can discuss anything that you want. I just heard Danny list a whole lit any of ideas to raise money. Bring them to the council and ask for a for a workshop and put them on the table. 
>> We told you October. 
>> I'm sorry. I didn't mean to interrupt. I'm one vote. I'm one vote on this council and I'm one vote that is asking to do exactly what you just said. Let's Let's have a workshop to discuss things. You don't want to discuss them 
. 
Heather Post? 
>> Goodness. All right. So, a couple things 
. 
There were several comments and discussing beer signs on the beach and that is not feasible, I believe that this council spent an entire afternoon and a lot of e-mails, I think like 1,000 e-mails that went back and to repelling if regards to an advertising barge that has a beer advertisement on it and we have entire RVCVC there on that barge being proposed. You know, these are the discussions we have. For whatever reasons we bring these things forward, you know, Danny, if you have ideas to bring forward, my goodness. I would love to hear these ideas and love for them to be brought out. We got an emaim about an ee-mail about the shingle it's it's is fantastic and I haven't I haven't seen anything further on it this is the venue on the dais for us to be bringing out these discussions and having these thorough discussions on the issues that the residents want 
. 
Over and over and over we have meetings and it is information that staff is bringing to us and they are doing an amazing job of keeping things running 
. 
But, there are issues that the public does want to hear 
. 
There are tremendous tram end issues to work on like economic development 
. 
We -- everyone at the beginning of this thing talked about all these different things we have got to do for economic development we have to bring in business and jobs and high-paying stuff. We have to do all these things 
. 
And that is all I have been hearing 
. 
We -- we have got to talk about these things and we have got to have workshops 
. 
If one of us doesn't like the discussion, then great 
. 
We KFRNTot talk about anything 
. 
That is what I end up seeing happening 
. 
It is not just in Volusia county, thank goodness. I was horrified of that at the beginning of the role and discussed and discovered that is government and elected officials and things that don't get discussed 
. 
Because it -- it is hard to discuss things because you end up with this. You end up with with an entire Republican group here and end up with people with signs and end up with all these different groups that groups that are here trying to sway what is happening and I think lots of times people don't like their opinions to be out in the open 
. 
I was elected to propose these things 
. 
I was elected to push these things and to stand firm on things and, you know, I keep hearing over and over how ridiculous it is to have a 5-2 vote or 3-4 vote. I think that is healthy in government 
. 
We should be having that in government 
. 
Oh, my gosh. The day that we have a 7-0 vote on every issue, somebody needs to come in and clear house 
. 
I believe that is actually what happened a few election cycles cycles ago 
. 
So, you know, this whole thing of having -- there is a big difference in consensus and in just, you know, bobble heading every decision through and just agreeing across the board. 
These discussions are very healthy. We need to have these discussions 
. 
I -- over and over and over, it ends up being everyone on the dais that is attacking everyone else 
. 
I really -- it would be wonderful. Wonderful, wonderful if we could just focus on the people that live in Volusia county and issues and pushing issues forward and seeing actionable items come to fruition and stop hen pecking everybody to the left and the right 
. 
You know, I repeatedly have comments about what is on my Facebook page and don't give a hoot what is on everybody else's's Facebook page. I'm here to do a job 
. 
We just need to be focusing on the whole reason we were here 
. 
This is a four-year term 
. 
Four yearst is it. Danny, you said you have been at it a few months. Telling you what. You won't get your feet -- you think this is eye opening? Wait a couple years and you will really see how -- how government operates and how things go. After about the first two years 2 years, you start to understand and to really start to figure out how to get things done 
. 
We can't not be doing anything our entire term because, you know, because we are busy or staff is busy 
. 
I know that staff is busy 
. 
If staff is too busy, maybe we need to get more people or do something 
. 
The end game which we forget about a lot, you said it over and over 
. 
The end game, it is working for the people and solving these issues and someone said this morning that Volusia county has been the same way way for however many years. It has been stagnant. 
>> Mr. Chair, can we call for a for a vote? I think we have all discussed. You know -- 
>> The only vote was to discuss. 
>> To move it forward, wasn't wasn't it? 
I thought the vote was to move it forward and the workshop. 
>> I'm finished with my statement. Thank you so much. 
>> You said I want to make a motion just to discuss it so. 
>> I grateful I greatly enjoyed hearing you, Billie. Thank you so much for hearing me. Thank you. 
>> Fred, you are done. Danny Robins? 
>> We have three political smoking ears and want to let everybody know and including our citizens what the staff has on their plate right now 
. 
We have the loop. We have poison poles and threatened litigation we have free beach access we have dogs on the beach, beach driving. Pattern here? Short-term rentals new airport security system union negotiations clean watt issues affordable housing element. God knows how many on the past workshop list and our 20 -- our latest budget. COVID-19 COVID-19 recovery 
. 
Sun rail, failing roads and infrastructure and amendment 10 transition 
. 
I cannot in the right conscious. I have been a boss before. I have had a lot of employees and I have run companies all of my own and they have been successful. I can't in my good conscious conscious put one more thing if I want to keep employees and George and Susan and Mike and everybody else in our sift harm. This is unacceptable and inefficiency is what I say when I say we go down rabbit holes. 


It has to stop and change. We have to break the cycle and realize what has gone on and not get caught up in this dog and pony show 

You can see I'm frustrated and it is rightfully so. You should be as well. 
>> Danny, you could hold those up again. 90% of them came from staff as things we have to work 
on. 
It -- they just come up. We are a billion dollar corporation and all of them come up whether I'm here or somebody else is here. I will let the public weigh in. Billie, would you like to speak? 
>> I would like to make a motion to schedule a workshop, Mr. Chair, for this. So we can continue this conversation. 
>> Okay. 
>> Again, I would still like to see this wrapped up with the other motion that was made last last time that we discussed 
in October. 
I think they are hand in hand with the beach tolls and the naming rights 
. 
So, that is all I'm asking is for -- I agree we need to have a scheduled workshop on this and have lots more discussions. 
That is my motion. 
>> I'm sorry? 
>> After our budget. After we have complete. 
>> So, we have a motion to have a workshop in October. It is by Wheeler. A second by Johnson. 
>> Do we have any public discussion, Mr. Chair? 
>> Yes. We will have discussion. I will let the public weigh in before we vote on this. 
Did you have something now? 
Okay. 
[Taking Roll] -- 
>> Before we get started I want to thank everybody for being here and great to have everybody come out here to help us celebrate our 36th weighed 36th wedding anniversary. I couldn't have thought of a better way way to do it than to be with this wonderful 
group. 
This is Gary Cruz and live in the great city of debeery and proud of it. We have a mayor and city council. We have a city manager that the majority of the time will actually listen to the people. Debeery is a unique area. These things here in debeery, wear them. If you don't, don't. If you own a business in debeery and want people people to wear them that come know your business do it. If they don't, don't. Listen to the people. We had an election not long ago and people of Volusia county voted I am calling a mandate. We said we want to change in the direction that this county and we voted for it 
. 
It was huge. It was huge. I can't believe what I'm hearing today. This panic. Oh, my God Jeff reduced taxes oh, my God. The world is coming to an end. Listen folks you are in the real world elections coming up in two years in 2 years laugh pray of do you not think we see what is going on here? 
You know, I can't -- it is unbelievable 
. 
Anyway, let's let's go back to issue at hand. All right? 
We are paying for it. I tell you what. If taxes are paying for paying for the beach and ad valorem taxes already and bike paths putting in they are wonderful. I don't use them but they are wonderful. Why don't we put a pass for that and charge people people to ride back pass they are paying for paying for them with ad valorem tax and paying with city taxes why not charge them again it is the same thing are you talking about at the beach. What I heard if I heard correctly is we are talking about Volusia county residents not being taxed twice for it 
. 
Visitors are coming to our beach and they continue to have passes and continue to do that and think it is great and I get to go in and show Volusia county driver's's license living here I'm paying for it already. We are paying for it already 
. 
Think about all things paid for with tax dollars that we can turn around and charge citizens for. If you are worried if it is $25 $25 that is driving you crazy, our hopes when we said we want to change the direction and see this government reduce and see taxes reduce there is not a flying chance. There is no chance. We have no chance to get any kind of reduction or efficiency if you are afraid of 25 lousy bucks. Is it fair? Are you being fair to the people? Bickering going on here is very obvious what is going on and we are not stupid and we see it and don't know where you are getting marching orders from. We see it. There is election coming up. My time is up. 
>> Karen Clark. 
>> That say reason you have advisory boards get that workshop going and stop it now and have it for October with the so-called naming rights to offset the running of the beaches and the county portion. Most businesses are right now farming their money for next year that is what you would work on in 20202, naming the rights and why not to enter the beach. Advent for goodness sakes they have millions and millions of dollars out there. Now is time they are formulateing business expenses for next year. If this is a dream world that is a nice thing to offset for us to go to the beach for free, fine 
. 
Now is the time that part of the aspect has to get taken care of. Get somebody in a workshop for possible sponsors 
. 
Do that one soon and go into all of the other details laterater. 
I think really because now is the time that businesses are putting for their budgets for next year. I think that the county. When is it? 
October? 
You are doing a -- I know you are not allowed to answer 
me. 
They are formulateing budgets for next year now 
. 
That is regular businesses too. Billion dollar businesses that businesses that might want to have their name on an entrance and not huge signs going out of context when saying there will be signs of beer and crap. No. It would say welcome to X. Right above there. You know, it won't be obvious 
. 
It is just very frustrating not being able to conform with other real businesses that may have advertising money to do this 
. 
Now is the time to put that aspect into motion. 
That is all I have to say. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Fostina gooseman Trump. I don't see her. Guess she couldn't stay. John Nick elson. 
>> John Nick elson B side. I'm a little disappointed. As you know, I have four favorites on county council. I make no bones about it I back Denny's's I'm task oriented she had tremendous knowledge and I was leery of Jeff coming in. We had a chair a couple years ago who caused all kinds of problems and seeing that here now. Danny, I didn't know you from a hole in the wall. Your first speech, I got very nervous 
. 
This speech, believe it off not, I'm extremely happy about. You are involved. I don't like it because of the attack, but I like it because you were thinking outside of the box and being involved and hope you continue to be involved because that is what we need 
. 
Jeff, you kicked me in the butt. I'm task-oriented and looked at just one idea, the idea of naming rights and to me I looks at speedway and naming rights and gaudy signs and that is not my vision of either of the beach or the loop. I have a specific being here only 40 yearsDM is ask did 3 -- they are asking only October which is 4 months away HVP HVP HVP HVP HVP SDWUVENLTHS -- I believe in user fees and believe the beach toll is a user fee to clean and what not. If we can get money elsewhere to me when you said naming rights that was one part of a large puzzle to get the entire amount taken care of that will take time. To me his image is what are we as a county going to be to our residents? To me, that is like I don't use the beach it is a block away. I can walk. Not everybody can. You know? 
So, the idea that we will bring probably another 10,000 or 20,000 residents to the beach 
. 
Some people it is oath a couple dollars and won't go to beach to pay for it T is $20 $20. 6.5 cents 6.5 cents a day. That is a huge bargain 
. 
To me, I like the idea of doing something for resident and thinking outside of the box and tell the whole world that our residents are being treated well. If you want to do it, you have to pay 
. 
I think it is different. 
>> Thank you. Lynny. Linda smiley? 
>> Linda smiley Daytona beach. I don't pay to go often the beach I feel I pay with my taxes and think when I mail my payment any should receive my sticker in the mail I have said it for years and how I feel about it and L- -- some day I might not be able to and would like to drive on the beach. Now when you drive on the beach, you have to -- if you leave, say you have your kids and somebody will go to the bathroom and you have to leave the beach because they are not bathrooms that bathrooms that are needed there you have to pay to get back on is not fair. Mr. Johnson, you talked about user fees for fees for parks. There are state parks I don't I don't have a problem paying for a for a state park when I live here as a resident and been here my whole life and seen how the beach used to be and see how it is now. I voted for the croupy to take over. I'm so sorry I did that. Since the county has had it, they have done a crappy job 
. 
Cleanup is less. Approaches are atrocious. Things that were promised were not given to us and put out that Jeff thought about residents as far as tolls I thought oh, my gosh. Someone is thinking like I do. I know I'm not the only one that feels that way way. 
You know, also my mother use today say why put off tomorrow what you can do today. That is what you are doing with let's let's wait until October why can't you schedule workshop for naming tolls and other things and schedule it where residents can be involved maybe night-time meetings. What a concept that would be. Thanks. 
>> Richard fuller. 
>> Hi. Richard fuller district 3 Daytona Beach. I think the biggest thing I will say and will close out with what was already said is the hypocrisy is mind boggling to the public when they see this. They come down here every two meetings a month to have time to see what is going on in government 
. 
You know how you make the list go away? 
Vote on things STR is on the list because you kicked it down the can wonder why this is on the list five months 5 months hold up an Somerville an envelope we have beach on it we don't want to deal with it until October. It is hypocritical and Terre ib and slow things down hopper is full and you talked about the woman who can't, you know, a single mom. Want me to read her message to you? She is right here she says I'm a single mother relying on income from STR why do they keep doing this who encouraged them why are private citizens fighting with each other why is this happening you don't want to vote on tough issues and things that things that bring billion dollar companies to companies to forefront of their bosses to bosses to say do something about it and why we are all here. This is ridiculous. I was embarrassed about the political campaign you put out there like 
that. 
I mean, run for office. That That is fine. Do that. Out of the box thinking as long as it is not the box he is thinking. Oh, gosh. That would be horrible and terrible. His box is hideous. We are sitting there discussing this that is all he is asking all anybody is asking is discuss it and we are here discussing it 
. 
So, it seems ridiculous to me and so hypocritical to sit here saying we have so much work to do but can't deal with with issues right now 
. 
I don't know 
. 
People keep coppingre every day and voters coming over and over giving up their jobs giving up. It is really frustrating and hypocritical I agree with you and public sees this. Public sees this and I support our Chair and support him him 100% and don't give him money or anything he stands up here and tells people this is what I was elected to do talking about campaign promises hell yeah I want somebody to give me a campaign promise means they stand for something not I never said I would do that I can vote either way way. 
I support it talk about signs he is giving his opinion. I have to stand up here with stop rentals all behind me whole public thinks this I don't I don't agree with any of these signs. I agree with that sign. I don't live in norman. Hip Hypocrisy. 
>> Okay. We have a motion on the table. To have the workshop in OBLTH in October and staff will let us know when. We have a second, carrisa. I don't see anymore. Anybody else that wants to speak. Could you call the roll. 
>> [Taking Roll]. 
>> Thank you. Item 6. 
>> Mr. Chair? 
>> Yes. 
>> I should have asked this before the vote I have a question for staff and know we gave a list in the priority workshop and scheduled out affordable housing would be in April and economic development innadaada was anything listed in October will it be too too much giving two workshops in October? 
>> We can talk about that through that but there is a relationship there so having both the topics. Nothing was listed 
for October. 
It is in September what you have. 
>> Okay. 
>> I will double check to make sure so unclog memory. 
>> Can I make a quick statement? I want to apologize to everybody I had to go out phone rang surgery I have to schedule I knew they would call at a time that was inconvenient apologize to public and council for having to rush out I sat here and listened to everything that everybody said. Thank you. 
>> Item 6. We started days with observations about this. Bumper sticker and put it on my computer so you could see it. I was certain and sure this is something we would celebrate and that would bring entire council together to be happy about. I'm sorry it was taken as offenseive or as an out of place advertisement. 
We have 70,000 people in Volusia county who signed a petition saying they want this done and every council member up here has had hundreds of e-mails I'm getting hundreds of e-mails saying buy this land. I don't care if you have to do it out of the general fund 
. 
So, I didn't put this up here to cheapen the council. I thought it would bring us together . This would be something or one thing we could agree on and celebrate and not fight about. I think it will happen. I think this council is for preserving this land. 
So, we have lots of the public that wants to speak 
. 
What we are being asked to do is this acreage has been approved by the echo historic board and also by the echo board. Now it comes to us and Dona? 
Thank you. 
>> Good afternoon, members of council. Dona Butler, community services director 
. 
In January, the council gave direction to staff to look into what what could be done to possibly purchase this parcel. Let me tell you we had a team Clay urban Ginger Tim brown and management staff as well going through all of the hoops to the hoops to see what we could do. 
This property is approximately 30 acres 30 acres you are familiar with it on old Dixie highway highway north of Plan tantation occasions and grassroots organization that came forward that is now 70,000. Says 65 on the pow the PowerPoint here for the petition we reviewed alternatives for funding I have it here it would take lots of space to list grants we looked into to see if by any chance it could be used for purchase 
. 
We were behind the curve on timing we had 90-day window to come back to you we have a mechanism for making this happen and looked at DTP and Daytona Beach recreation and racing district that were outside of that with potential parcel. 
What we came up with is looking at a special part of echo process that is outside of the regular process of grant and aid that happens once a year and folks that folks that fall under ECH & O and environmental cultural heritage and outdoors requires application and 1 to 1 match and reviewed in a very structured process and what we are proposing today is you consider an application under the critical historic acquisition and stabilization as well as direct county expenditure to make this happen 
. 
The question on the application is what makes this parcel significant 
. 
Interestingly we found out there are several historic put the PowerPoint back up, please? 
>> I will see if I can figure out how to do annotating. 
>> Every responsible question to the taxpayer. 
>> Absolutely. So, let me see if it will work. Ret me do it. See the narrow green? I don't know what the shape is called but bottom you see a squiggly line for that for that is proposed old king's's highway's highway we don't have completely outlined 
. 
Parts are to be known and found throughout an archaeological study and on bottom left when you come to plantation oaks subdivision and make an immediate right you come to the western side of that park. 
Am I correct? I think the wests the west at the bottom and where parking amenityies will be on very edge of that area shell park and all those will sit on eighth on edge of the park and trail winding through there that we propose winding through there avoid all archaeological significant areas but is close enough we can put a sign up with the background saying this is located here and here is some history why this particular area is important and same with the chimney and foundation and those things on there 
. 
We will have appropriate documentation so people could be close enough to see it but not our little tiny trail won't be. 
>> Dona, I appreciate. My question is more to play not so much if we can build on it. 
>> Okay. 
>> I'm saying if we didn't purchase it and don't everybody panic. 
If we can -- now that it has been established as something historical can the developer that owns it right now, if it won't be developed, you know, if it can't. 
>> I practiced answering my question on it last night. 
>> To people who have been asking me that question. 
>> The fact you have historical use on your property doesn't prohibit you developing that that property as done by land use and zoneing but it does alter how you design it 
. 
Therefore, if you have a historical resource you can put a sufficient buffer an it and be able to develop rest of the property for uses intended there. For this particular use of land you would see they could develop upwards of 76 76 lots and are avoiding historic resource and providing sufficient buffering for it. 
>> That was my question. Thank you. 
>> Greg Johnson. 
>> I agree with previous comments this was a backwards sort of deal and realize there was definitely a window of opportunity we became to look at but promised citizens how we would do echo and forever 
. 
We have to stick with that. SMOOIMss other things happen. When we come backwards we lose ability and one thing we lose up here and potentially lost was ability to limit some growth by the way by the way we did it. We still have the same amount of cars and residents going 
in. 
When we get backwards on it people negotiating that don't that don't understand all of the intricacyies of it, we lose some abilities. We have to be cautious to make sure we go the we go the right direction to take and make sure we get the best on what the citizens are looking 
for. 
No, I don't want to see any of these things going backwards. 
We don't have to lobby bards bardss. 
They are supposed to come to us withoards. 
They are supposed to come to us with their ideas and recommendations they would have come no matter what with recommendation recommendation we have to be careful with public perception in the long run it is transparent and would go right direction with this so later later we don't wear it or down the road somebody doesn't say in tonality in 20 years in 20 years that previous council didn't say what they said they would and this went by so overwhelmingly it has been following rules in the in the instance and what we want to be careful about. 
>> Okay. Public would like to speak on this issue 
. 
Thank you for a for a motion and second. Phil are S. Phillis S.? 
I will follow with Dona Craig and Ken strikeland 
. 
We have a few. If everybody would get ready. 
>> I'm Phyllis S. And live in DeLand Florida and here for expanded amount of taxpayers and number is growing as I speak 
. 
I would like to remind you that the property that we are speaking of for the land acquisition is not a historical property. 
It neither has been registered with national, state, or local as Dona Butler stated. It could be but is not currently. 
All you know about the historical view of it is what has been told to you by environmentalists and your, our county Chairman Mr. Brower 
. 
They say there are 70,000 petitions or signatures 
. 
We have not seen them and we know nothing about them. All All we know is it has been toldtous 70,000 
. 
Inact there is 70,000hone petitions I have done the math on it per you just now at 7171,000 divided by -- is 14.$14.2828 a piece. I recommend county Chairman, Mr. Brower, and environment ammists get on the phone and call the 70,000 and have them pay 14.28 a piece and will you have your million dollarsmillion dollars. I as a taxpayer don't want to pay a$14.28 a piece and will you have your million dollars. I as a taxpayer don't want to pay a millionmillion nor do people I represent. Chairman is not worried about it his taxes are $154$154 per year. We pay thousands of dollarslars. 
It is no skin off his back. 
There has never been an appraisal we have seen 
. 
One has been talked about but no evidence of an appraisal for that property and there is a 175-foot buffer zone that I call an easement that is part of the beauty and sceneic drive for the old Dixie highway 
. 
Anything beyond that is not market null 
marketable 
. 
That is why it is being sold to you for a for a million dollars and think that environmentalists that Mr. Brower has had on his side along with a few others like sons of the beach that are part of his election campaign promises 
. 
This is now payback time. We the taxpayers have to pay for it 
. 
I don't mind you do. Work with them to get yourself elected, Mr. Brower 
. 
Don't do it at my expense. That is wrong. That is wrong. We all think it is browning is wrong 
. 
Thank you so much for your time. 
>> Thank you. Dona Craig. 
>> Hello. I'm Dona Craig living at normanned by the sea at the loop and here two meetings ago, I guess. I spoke to you about this little triangular piece of property and called it a pie-shaped lot. 
I want to re-evaluate the way the way I described it the last time 
. 
What I would like to say now is it is shaped like a piece of chocolate silk 
pie. 
For anybody that knows anything about chocolate, and I'm sure we are all chocolate lovers chocolate silk pie is an amazing combination of wonderful ingredients that you mix all together and come up with an incredibly wonderful finished in the evening or whatever time you choose to use it. That is what the loop is like. This piece of pie we have an opportunity to buy is valuable for a for a number of reasons and ingredients going into it making it valuable has included history whether in a book or not I have min orbingin history or heritage in my family and to me the history of the area is important they have natural beauty and resources and there is a sense of community and it will is sentimentality. I grew up in that area and call it my happy place up there 
. 
I think it is a really valuable piece of property for a for a number of reasons 
. 
All those ingredients go together to make a wonderful piece of pie that I think we need to find a way a way to purchase this and be happy with what we have done 
. 
We are saving a KWALTH of life that means the most to those of us who live here and have chosen to live here for exactly those reasons. 
Let'suy that pie. 
>> Thank you. Ken strikeland and Joe Will and Carlton curly. 
>> Ken strikeland beachside Daytona Beach and first let me say I support greenwhat I'm about to say has nothing to do with them. I lived here over 30 years 30 years and many times over that period of time I have seen millions of dollars given away to the right last names corporations while taxpayer residents wishes have been ignored in favor of a very wealthy and of the very wealthy and influential 
. 
Today I strongly urge you to vote in favor of [Indiscernible] designated sceneic loop and your opportunity to do something really good for residents rather than catering to an influential few and their friends I'm a member of the largest influential group in Volusia county the touchily paying voters and 2022 there will be an election for all seats up there except Mr. Browers and remember that votes be dollars and look no further than sales tax vote for proof that is true and don't consider what I'm saying as a threat but more of a promise. Represent voters by passing resolution on item 6 and thanking council for ones up there putting on a show a few minutes ago for doing more than has been done in the last 30 years in the last 30 years to unite the residents of this county 
. 
I think that with the insults to Mr. Brower's's friends, the voting block that that helped to get him voted in and do away with the half cent sales tax will be more than happy to meet the challenge coming up. Thank you. 
>> Jill will? 
>> Really. Good afternoon, everyone. Nice to see you. Glad today with the day thatty got to come. [Laughing]. 
>> Sir, I'm glad to. 
>> Nice to see you here. 
>> RPT you glad to see me in action? 
>> I am. I am. Back when a member of judiciary I came to county council often and we built important things together and built a court house and built a drug court and grew one and one of the greatest in the in the nation and built substance abuse and mental health groups and I have yet to come for myself and I'm here today for myself no judicial stuff just Joe 
. 
For me and for my family and for my friends and for everybody that has said a word to me about the loop. I have lived here 40 yearsears. 
Or so. 
I have never met a person who has said let's let's don't protect the loop. I have never met a person who said let's let's not protect mosquito lagoon or a person that said don't protect the springs or intercoastal and don't protect the beach. What the hell have we done for 40 years for 40 years? Ignored them like red-headed step children and get into terrible disarray and I am here I couldn't be here 30 years 30 years ago when doing and pony show started on loop permitted there with small buffers and given to a select few that happened I won't say there was anything bad about it but happened in circumstances where no one really knew 
. 
Had I known I would have been here and so would my friends and I'm here now because when city of city of normanned beach about its thing put sign on loop knew there would be a meeting get engaged and if wouldn't wouldn't be for that and don't get Knoop anymore I wouldn't I wouldn't have had an idea 
. 
Younjoy this one when you quilt politics. You won't have to read the paper anymore. We knew that, Dr. Lowry. 
This is a significant event in Volusia county right now a little bit time is running great battleship I was going to give you but will tell you you encouraged something is happening first time in 40 years in 40 years that makes people who care about about environment and community feel as they they have a governmental body with them saying this is a value and wonderful thing. You are right. We want it to happen. We didn't get to change the loop today we told people and it is a no-brainer you will pass it and told people about community what they think of valued environmental concerns is important maybe it stops here and we get to back battleship up a little bit and do something to do things that are really necessary out there and maybe COMBE maybe we can reduce and control traffic four seconds 4 seconds maybe we can slow maybe we can slow traffic down change type of traffic change proximity of housing to loop and eliminate access roads but get a start today and want to thank you for for what you are doing. Thank you very much. 
>> Thank you, Joe. Carlton. 
>> Sorry, Judge. I interrupted you and probably took away 6 seconds 6 seconds. So sorry. 
>> I think we have to put him on probation. 
>> [Laughing]. 
>> After Carlton, Vick baker. 
>> Good afternoon. I'm a retired school teacher Volusia county schools grew up in Orange County and taught in Volusia councy schools for 28 years for 28 years 23 of which I was home-bound hospital teacher for a for a student who lived right near there and drove through it weekly if not more than once a week to teach that student 
. 
I appreciate the beauty and experience it is to have driven to it. How many of you have been at the loop on a count? 
How many of you have been to the loop? 
Good to know. I was going to make all -- my message just this. If you have not been there and seen it and experienced it, you won't won't know what we are talking about 
. 
So, please SGO out and experience it and you will know and feel the difference having driven through it many times. You will feel that difference and know why it is so special. Please support the loop. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Thank you. Wick Baker followed by Lee Johnson. 
>> Good afternoon, folks. Vick baker Daytona Beach might not seem like a big deal in a billion dollar budget but it is in my book. Taxpayers of of Volusia county would agree with that and -- is a noble goal. I have a number of pertinent questions about it. Forgive my ignorance. I'm learning as many of you are too. 
too. 
What a national histtore historic dig nags preserve the acquisition is the acquisition necessary is a pertinent question how much protection from development is provided by 175-foot buffer buffer along 36 acres in in question how much protection or conservation is afforded to normanned loop trail as Florida national sceneic byway whether this purchase doing in do anything to reduce population density it 
. 
Are we chasing an elusive goal and stopping to take taxpayer dollars to take land from tax goals 
. 
Not all of it but most of it only way way to preserve legacy of the trail is this the wisest and most productive use of funds at time when Covid shutdowns business closures and economic destruction put a strain on county revenues was reason for proposed price of the land for highest and best use or historic land value is a pertinent question preach I'm in favor of conservation that includes preserving natural environment in common sense ways and includes preserving financial assets allocateing them for perfect for purposes that achieve public good and asking you this to take your time to consider questions before you make a decision to spend a million a million on purchase of private land for whatever purpose 
. 
Thank you. 
>> Lee Johnson followed by [Indiscernible]. 
>> Lee Johnson, Karen Clark. 
>> You have heard everything from everybody and your staff is wonderful and precise. If they didn't think it was a good idea at all would they have given such a great presentation? 
So, do the right thing and since everybody is okay and fact that a landowner in the in the future might have the property that you would want only they don't have a 6-month down the road thing maybe something like this might happen again. Be aware 
. 
Sometimes you don't have an opportunity second time around when you say no to think about it for six monthshs. 
You are doing the right thing. Thank you. 
>> John Nicholson 
. 
Natalie, there you are. Will you be next. 
>> I would like to thank Jeff for bringing it forward 
. 
It was outside of the box and I don't want to offend you. We don't We don't want to know what will come down and couldn't be held up until October. It was needed secondly 70,000 people. I didn't sign that petition. I'm for it and I'm sure people behind me are for it and didn't sign it either 
. 
If we want to look at people at people in Volusia county it might be 100,000 or 150,000 in favor of this. Echo was passed for this reason 
. 
We didn't have a problem with the idea of doing it out of turn. I understand that. Sometimes things have to be done. All right? 
There is so many things about this that people on both sides 
. 
It is a million dollars. They are saying it wasn't wasn't worth money and they are paying way way too much and comes down and says it is about 2 million dollar $2 million 
value. 
Well, a million is less than 
2 million. 
We have done this in the past and we overpay 
. 
This is not being overpaid 
. 
We are getting a bargain 
. 
I have been involved in this foryears and you know when something is undervalued. This is undervalued. Going down the loop for those that have been through it, it is not just oak trees on side of the road but all of the foliage behind it 
. 
When you go into that, you have a time warp to the past 
. 
This is what the original settlers would have seen when they went down the loop 
. 
They are not seeing houses through trees. If you didn't buy this property. 150 feet sounds sounds like a lot of property but is not it is distance from front of property to back of property is 175 175 feet. I can see neighbors houses. 
This extra bit of land prevents us from seeing rooftops when you drive down there several times you can see rooftops. You don't really want that. This creates a time warp that you are allowing to happen. Not just idea you are buying excess land nobody can buy or that they don't want. You can build houses on that. What? 76 houses? 
That is lots of rooftops you can see from the road some guy I can't remember who he was made a commenting a comment you can connect it to another park and another park and saying 10 miles 10 miles 10 miles 10 miles is a heck of a lot of park and a lot of riding and walking path 
. 
So, all in all, I think you are making a wise decision. Little bumper sticker I thought was a victory lap for people of Volusia county wasn't wasn't offended by it happy it came through and you were able to do it and most people people in the county and people in the people in the future will thank you for your gift to them. Thank you. 
>> Natalie with a 70,000 or so signatures. 
>> Good morning or evening. I'm Natalie and the person that started petition on change.org. For naysayers saying there there is not 71,000 signatures can you go to -- stroll go to -- scroll down and see number of signatures I would like to mention views on petition different than signatures when person clicks back to petition for updates and general fern general information there is 409,000 views on petition meaning people have gone back and checked that 409,000 times and merely 2,000 comments on petition wrote down a few favorites to read you to community treasure not to be soiled and another comment says ore Monday loop is a second home to me one of the of the most beautiful wildlife areas I have come in contact with with in my lifetime should be protected for future Volusia county residents signing because it is the last piece of nature nearest and deerest to our heart preserve this gem of history and sceneic wildlife one of the best areas of Florida I miss not being nearby anymore 
. 
Let'so our part to make sure to be continued to be enjoyed by us and future people. These are a few comments I have seen and petition has been up nearly 10 monthsnths. 
I can't exactly go back and find people'snature nearest and deerest to our heart preserve this gem of history and scenic wildlife one of the best areas of Florida I miss not being nearby anymore. 
Let's do our part to make sure to be continued to be enjoyed by us and future people. These are a few comments I have seen and petition has been up nearly 10 months. 
I can't exactly go back and find people's phone numbers based off names and ask them to donate. Susan will come speak later and will let you know how much we we raised. I feel this purchase is one of the best opportunities for land conservation on the loop in years it is worthy of our protection and more than trees on a byway and utilize Volusia's resources to the best of your ability. Thank you. 
>> Thank you. Laura Smith? 
>> Mr. Chair? Mr. Chair, we don't normally talk, but may I say something to Natalie. 
>> Hi. It was hard not to. Go ahead. 
>> Natalie, so I wanted to take a moment and would like for everyone in this room to fully understand that here is a young lady in high school who has gone out of her way to care about her community and to spend every waking moment focused on saving her community and fighting for her community and you don't know even live in my district but in south end of the county. 
>> Yeah. Grew up in oremond as a kid. 
>> She has going from port orange back and forth after school doing these different things while having other things going on and really fighting for several months. 
>> Yeah. 
>> 10 monthsnths. 
She probably would know the day and hour. And getting the signatures and support and really helping with the advocacy 
. 
I don't -- I hope that everyone in the room fully understands that. I in no way I in no way want to diminish that and believe I was one of the of the people that signed your petition and thank you for working so hard and doing what you have been doing. 
>> [Applause]. 
>> I -- I would hope you do not -- you take this and you go out and do even more things in your community and in your world to make a difference 
. 
You made a tremendous difference. You are only this age. I thank you. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Yeah. 
>> Thank you. 
>> When you leave, hold your head up high. Environmentalist is not a dirty word. 
>> [Laughing]. [Applause]. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Is Laura Smith here? Ariel Kavanaugh? I see Peggy farmer. Oh, airi Ariel? 
>> Hello. I'm a Ariel Kavanaugh and live and work in volOescha county and reside in Holly Hill Florida. Kerb. -- we collect nice things and as a community it is fun the land in question is wild and dense. It is a whole entire habitat flourishing with wildlife and time before me is a time warp and houses don't belong on coastal pinewood flat or wetland area 
. 
I fully support purchase of 36 acres 36 acres of land in and around the loop. It is important to conserve this land and purchasing this land for conservation will contribute to the historical recreational and sceneic value of the area that are things that are for us to enjoy 
. 
Value is not in just the pure beauty of it though and enjoyment. It is not just for us 
. 
More importantly, value is imbalance 
. 
Preserving land will enhance ecosystem services 
. 
It provides a habitat for wildlife of all kinds including rare and threatened and endangered species 
. 
Land absorbs and filters water and absorbs and filters nutrients good and bad and is working for us and trees and other vegetation produce air quality and oxygen and work for free 
. 
Please join your citizens and support purchase to save and preserve this valuable land. Thank you. 
>> Thank you. Peggy pharmer followed by Robert alFarmer followed by Robert allen. 
>> Good afternoon. Peggy FAVRM Farmer. I wanted to put on the record my concerns about the way the way that the process was undertaken 
. 
I was really disappointed to tell you the truth 
. 
I think that it was because we missed some opportunityies here. Not DUSH Not -- I mean we mentioned several of them. One opportunity that I hope we can learn from is we need to make sure that we SXAR that we compare what we are looking at to other potential purchases there is very few parcels left on the loop that is good news and there is three or four I could find in the records 
. 
There is one particular one that is near that is near the opening of plantation oaks that is about 20 acres 20 acres, I believe 
. 
It is right on the loop 
. 
I mean, if you really want to save the loop these are parse els we should put as a top priority 
. 
This is developable 
. 
When and if it becomes a project to be developed, there is going to be tree clearing. There will be more traffic. I want to save the loop and wish I could have gotten involved in the issue early on and I missed the vote and we should have pushed to take more time earlier on and looked at TLOOET or at the three or four parcels still developable on the roadway to decide which is best for taxpayers buck to save the loop. 71 71,000 taxpayert everyone I didn't sigh but support saving the loop also but don't support a priority of this nature where you are 175 175 feet behind behind a heavily wooded setback buffer or whatever 
. 
You would have never seen the homes 
. 
Homes will still be there. I mean, the developer won't won't give up right to vote 76 homes and lose that profit. We won't decrease traffic fev traffic 
. 
If we had been able to take time and look at four of at four of the parcels I don't think this would have come on top. I think that is a sad situation for it today. Nobody up on the dais seems totally happy with this decision 
. 
If we could do it over we would learn a little more from it and what I wanted to share with you is, you know as old as I am we are still learning 
. 
Thank you. 
>> Robert allen? H 
. 
We really have to focus on this. Hearing conversations earlier how did we mix it up that toll on the bridges might not be the best idea 
. 
We know hospitality in this state leads it. The last report I read that the county was second to last as far as growth and leuk at environmental tourism is a growing segment and I will ask you to look for the future of it right now 3% cars or electrical vehicles 15 years 15 years 58% of vehicles will be electric vehicles 
. 
Charging stations on that to get them to the county and to stay at condominiums and hotels and restaurants and small shops that go through and not to mention tax dollars 6% that go back into tourism fund of 
that. 
I open the first green or lead certified hotel in North America. I have knowledge about looking at trends as I go through and I would state there is huge opportunity if you look at the volOesch at the Volusia page what are we known for prestige beaches lazy rivers sunshine and weather and fits into growth pattern that we go through and plead if not if not now when we will protect a national treasure like this. Thank you for your time. 
>> THAUFRNG Thank you. Missy, you still here? Yes, she is. Rebecca Chaffey? 
>> I wasn't I wasn't planning to be here all day but coming briefly to support Natalie and go to work. It is 3:15. I haven't I haven't left and brings a point too. You know, I know it has been brought up before about when the meetings take place and know I'm here no you to talk about the loop. I have to bring it up. You know, so many people care about issues being brought up to you and best they can do is send an e-mail or sign a petition 
. 
They can't take a full day off work or have kids to take care of or elderly parents or businesses or whatever they have and it is important for the council to consider having a type of meeting held at some point in the evening hours to to hear from more people people that have or want a voice in the community and are not able to come and spend a whole day here 
. 
Mr. Robins, it is very clear. This is the first time I have been to a county council meeting in about 20 years 20 years here when kids were little and trying to get something done at the beach and didn't take me to realize who is sitting in whose camp and is discourageing and don't want to tell what you party I'm registered to vote I am sitting in the crowd next to people snickering and laughing when people are talking about something they disagree with 
. 
It is just embarrassing and is discourageing and you are voted into office and are paid to represent constituents and not your time to say your issue is not important mine is you are distracting us. We are here because we care. Regarding the loop people have spoken if you come and do status quo and talk about things because you supported people who vote you in office and you have your own issues; right? You all do we are here for the loop and people have spoken and it is is your job you are paid to do this and to represent people who want you to bring your concerns before you. We are not paid. I'm not getting paid today 
. 
I just think it is really important and impressed with Natalie that she took time to care about her community and do something not because she was getting attention for it and not because she was going to get voted in for something for it but because it was the right thing to do. It is important to remember that. Thank you for your time. Talked about the dogs here for the loop and cared about that too and don't don't think it is stupid. Have a great day. 
>> Thank you. Rebecca, still here? 
>> Last we will have Susan S. 
>> Hello. I'm actually reading a letter by Charles D. September to Susan SLOOIFR and retired from Florida park service as environmental specialist and contrary to specialist job title position involved broad range of responsibilityies including management of archaeological and historical sites as well as restoration of natural resources and the state park comprises largest land area with greatest number of historical sites in the parks as I worked in state lands on the creek eastside of old Dixie highway highway Halifax subdivision -- gardens DRI was under review 
. 
This large plan development extended 4 miles 4 miles north of basein alongside the plantation highwayhway. 
-- recreational interests and citizens were concerned that national guidance development would reduce the sceneic drive along the loop drive drivin creasing building setback increasing forested buffer along old Dixie highway highway and expressed concerns about environmental impacts large development area adjacent to state parks I grew more familiar with terrain SGLR -- 
>> Here is an update of support of trail conservation project collectively volume Oeschia and north Florida. 
>> -- were not -- developing elsewhere. January 19th I have no idea why no one said this before January 19th Mr. Mitchenberg stood up and said he had entitlements from not developing a school on the property and that he would be developing golf course and if city or county did not you know express purchasing this land he would develop it. This does if he has a right to develop these lots if you don't purchase them and he will go back to the city of norman beach and ask for amendments to develop the golf course and no one said this out loud I have no idea why 
. 
He can go back with amendments and does that mean that the city would approve it not necessarily let's let's be realistic here we live in a prodevelopment county and city of the beach is part of development and and this crowuntie has for the last 20 years without everything he has done if you are listening now no one appreciates your cooperation more than 
I do. 
I couldn't just sit here and let it be said that you were transferring your developer rights without saying if lots could be developed and golf course could be developed as well 
. 
Now anyone sitting behind me opposed this didn't read agenda today. If you think there is somewhere on loop that could be purchased in the future by all means do the work and step up and please act. 
This is a rare opportunity for conservation of historic land on westside of old Dixie highwayhway. 
Say yes to preserving historic land and lastly we heard personal stories from those who grew up here and others who lived a long time and others that others that came in the last in the last few years and sometimes funny stories and sometimes sad stories always meaningful stories 
. 
The public wants this. They want their voices to voices to be heard. Thank you. 
>> Thank you. We are ready to vote. I will ask you one more time to call the role 
. 
This is -- this is important. 
>> Mr. Johnson [Taking Roll]. 
>> Yay. 
>> It passes. I won't speak for barb Girtman but passes unanimously with those here today 6 to 0. Before -- Dona, before you go, I want to -- you don't have to walk back 
. 
You do need recognition. 
>> Uh-huh. 
>> Along with Susan who organized this effort at the county staff level 
. 
You did work hard. 
>> TW was It was a team effort. 
>> Application board echo board. 
>> Tim Bailey was awesome. 
>> He and his team went out to look if they could put a trail in and kudos to lots of people who put lots of hard work in. 
>> Thank you. 
>> [Applause]. 
>> Susan, we have a lot of stuff 
to do. 
Would you and Natalie walk down again real quick? 
I want to tell you that I had a -- I brought a bottle of champagne today in case it went this way way but they drank it all on our lunch break. 
>> [Indiscernible] had to go back to school. She left after she spoke. She was here all day. Wanted to say that, sorry. 
>> I wanted to thank you because the reason that that this is here is because you approached Parker months and months ago 
. 
You did do the work. You struggled with what is the best property on the loop. This is a one that was available and if we didn't act now, it would be gone forever. We didn't act 20 years 20 years ago and would be developed in the golf course. Thank you for for your hard work. 
We will move item 11 up correct. 
>> I would like to ask a favor to also James and associates has been here and have an appointment to go to another meeting 
. 
So, if there is any way any way that we can squeeze them in. 
>> Want to do it first before 11? 
>> Are they prepared? 
>> We can do it after 11. 
>> Okay. 
>> Good. 
>> We will go ahead with item 
11. 
Discussion of ordinance related to human trafficking adult entertainment performer identification card requirement. 
>> Probably not. 
>> Item 11 was something that I asked to be on the agenda 
. 
Just to give a little history on this. Since you are welcome to come up and sit up front here. 
here 
. 
We have had over the course of the years we have every January we do human trafficking proclamations 
. 
I know that junior league has come to us when they started to work on human trafficking advocacy 
. 
You can come up front, sir. 
>> Carveor's Governor's's offices were talked about it going to attorney general's's Website there is entire pages about human trafficking and advocacy with Florida and department of children families, same thing 
. 
It is a serious issue 
. 
Part of the freedom 7 taskforce and that taskforce is made up of of a number of groups around the area and reason it is 7 is it is basically our district area. 7th district 
. 
Department of homeland security on that taskforce 
. 
I spoke with Jesus Martin is department of homeland security and detective caseworker who is in charge of these kinds of cases for proViread and vel Oeschia county county and we had good in-depth conversation and we had to double up and it is a significant issue in Volusia county. We have had people brought 
in. 
We had Marina who couldn't be here today 
. 
She has also come in before. I don't remember. It was probably before January. So, older council heard it. She came in and talked about human trafficking within our schools and she works a lot with middle schools and she was talking to us about cases 
where we have had human trafficking issues, you know, everyone is on the Internet and with Covid it stepped up; right? 
And we do have -- it is not just young girls 
. 
We do haveeople in Volusia County being trafficked and being a transient county we have people comeing through being trafficked; right? 
It is a number of different angles this stuff is happening 
. 
In talking with investigator Martin and department of homeland security one thing brought up and heard it today and media saw on agenda and saw on Twitter we talked to Sheriff's to Sheriff's office that we don't have a lot of cases in human trafficking in the last few years and well there is a reason for that. 
There is no longer a human trafficking task force. . There used to be and that is no longer a taskforce within the local law enforcement agencies 
. 
It is because of lack of personnel to be honest. They do work those cases within child child exploitation unit that they do routinely and best way way to push cases through for state attorneys office and at federal level is not to charge human traffic and charge other carnes other charges 
. 
When you go to look for statistics on human trafficking you are not seeing those 
. 
That is truly the reason that, that is happening. I know that we have talked about things today and some say this is not important but oh, my gosh 
. 
We have so many people within Volusia county working on this. We -- I would love to see that we have talked about it and junior league came in and did an amazing job with sheriff's sheriff's office and backpa pack drives to drives to provide to victims every backpack went to a victim at some point and there is continuously less and less backpacks these things are happening 
. 


What I did is I participated in a human trafficking town hall a little over a month ago 
. 
This started -- I heard discussions in the background before. I started to really look at it and say, okay. Look. Again, sort of the discussion from before. We keep talking about it. For heaven's's sakes let's let's see actionable items in Volusia county for addressing it and it is unfortunate but with with enforcement so stretched it is hard to have that enforcement and to have that proactivety 
. 
So, even though they are doing doing their best 
. 
What I had done was I initially asked part of the town hall congressman city councilwoman from city of Jacksonville talked about an ordinance she put through and number of bullet points they had done and main point I looked at was being able to ID workers; right? 
These -- at the adult entertainment clubs and what you have sometimes is you have people that come in and are being trafficked 
. 
They are not able to be -- you never know that; right? 
You are not able to identify them and -- Miami beach run litigation. We are -- our attorney -- county attorney division and tell me if I'm speaking freely but we are worried about any kind of -- any lawsuits or anything like that comeing back from doing an ordinance like this 
. 
So, our discussion then sort of evolved 
into, well, you know, I don't care how we get from point A to point B. -- 
>> I appreciate your name. 
>> My first name is Phil and last is [Indiscernible] and I live in de-Looped 
. 
in DeLand in de-DeLand 
. 
Bikers against trafficking is part of freedom 7 alliance and I share the co- the co-chair of the education committee and among the executive committee. 
>> Thank you. 
>> I spend my whole life basically battleing this 
. 
You will hear from doc who is a survivor 
. 
Just in case you know our basic human right freedom human trafficking is stealing freedom for profit we support the ordinance and we understand that there is two sides to this 
. 
There are individuals who had the right to make a choice to work in the adult industry 
. 
There is also people who are forced and we have to protect them. 
Lawsuit or no lawsuit, what is the quandary there? We have to figure out what you will do. 
So, I think that concept of putting in some type of ordinance goes a long way way. 
It doesn't really solve the problem 
. 
I think it is imperative that we continue to provide services for people who have been trafficked and is important that we implement ways to prevent trauma and we are dealing with organized crime. You guys have a million dollar budget or a billion dollar budget and you are talking about a million dollars. 
So, human trafficking is 99 billion. This is a big problem. Your students and your neighbors and I'm emotional because this hurts 
. 
We have to do something about this. 
We have judges and police officers and lawyers and priests and all walked of life that participate in this and many money don't understand the link between pornography and adult entertainment and trafficking. Wherever there is a product, these folks will find a way a way to sell it 
. 
Like I said, I believe there is more we can do. It will position the county to be ahead of the curve and work with the attorney general and I would propose propose that we put together folks from freedom 7 and work with you all if you are serious about this 
. 
This is a good starting point and there is so much more we can do to save people's people's lives 
. 
So, that that is really it. That is for me. I introduce I introduce doc. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Thank you though. 
>> Thank you. Hello. Good evening. I'm Dr. [Indiscernible] and have fun credentials behind that name and you need to understand I'm a male I don't I don't call it survivor but I'm a male thriver who was sex trafficked and have a privilege of leading organization that fights to that fights to eradicate human sex trafficking my wife was trafficked probably 20 times a day of her life and she survived 
. 
You can name a city in Volusia county and we have worked with somebody from that city and we have paschal we have people that call us every week currently being traffics and have escaped and have nowhere 
to go. 
Statistically according to United Nations one out of every 113 people 113 people around the world are in danger of being trafficked at any moment. Florida is terrible 
. 
We know people report statistics that that is based on what we know my dad died in a federal prison who was a major major drug dealer and world was raising in Miami organized crime did its thing and and none with the majority did what they did 
. 
Statistics were a small portion what goes on and we ran into people throughout Volusia county who are desperate for help 
. 
Lots of them have been identified because a trafficker looks earplug around and tries to find vulnerabilities. 


All of us have vulnerabilities. 


Social media, right, they can find out what is going on and where a person is weak. They track that person 
. 
In Volusia county there is so much going on and so much chaos whether you name the category the category, there is chaos 
. 
They look deep and find these vulnerabilities. In the adult entertainment world it is a world where vulnerabilities can be exposed and no child from birth has on their goals that I want to work in adult entertainment 
. 
Trauma happens 
. 
Things distort. They grow up and end up in that world 
. 
We know statistically that many of them are not there by their choice not. We know many are reminders 
. 
They have no voice. They have no hope. 
They don't know what to do. 
What this ordinance or law or whatever it turns out to be to give law enforcement a right to walk in and observe what is going on and is there something that is not good? 
By having some sort of identification it allows them to say is this person of age and they they make a choice and if not of age they are automatically being traffics trafficked giving right to see what is going 
on. 
Now, I'm not a big advocate those registration of names should be posted online 
. 
Lots of people people do have trama stories 
. 
You don't want people finding stories stories and finding 
people. 
We have people that fled from other states to hear 
. 
They are hiding and some will work in adult entertainment 
. 
Unfortunately in Florida if having arrest for prostitution you can't get licensed for anything. We penalize them and trafficked and arrested you can't be a nurse or sell real estate and you -- anything that has a license, you can't get they are working to change those laws and pray pray they get changed past fast we are penalizeing double what is happening 
. 
I'm so grateful you are at least pondering this. 
All you have to do is talk to someone and realize they are being raped 30 or 40 times a night and cry out to God for help or any assistance and people walk by all the time and see them and don't do anything because you don't recognize them. 
They need us to be their voice 
. 
Thank you so much for considering this. 
>> I have more to say. Does anyone have questions for them specifically? 
>> Yes. [Indiscernible]. 
>> It wasn't wasn't necessarily a question. I want to thank you for bringing this forward. 
This tiers my heart up I was on national league of cities public safety I heard about it and was one brought to shores to to shores to have ordinance that hasn't that hasn't really taken hold 
. 
They have had problems with it. So, it is only expanded because that has been eight years 8 years ago, you know? 
Problem has not been resolved by any means and only has gotten worse, vulnerability 
. 
Thank you to both you and your organization and Heather for bringing this forward 
. 
You know, our faith group we have faith out there fighting churches 
. 
This is something they need to take a bite of and we need help in getting it out there. 
>> So, ordinance that has been passed; right? 
>> Wherever it has been, even though there is litigation, traffickers know rules are there 
. 
It changes how much they perfect es in those areas. 
>> Right. 
>> Even though there is litigation, don't think that is not making a difference 
. 
Traffickers hear 
that. 
Networks are all over the nuts over the United States and world and know try to avoid areas 
. 
Whatever is going on they are a little more aware. 
>> You are saying you don't see where licensing is there any licensing we could require or. 
>> It would help. 
>> Yeah. 
>> Licensing where you have adult work or. 
>> You have seen it help? 
>> Yes. You have to remember if someone traffics an individual one of the first things they do is to make sure they have no identification on them. 
>> Yeah. 
>> In last two weeks In last 2 weeks two people came to us with no owe 
ID. 
Trafficker has taken it from them. 
>> Uh-huh. 
>> By having this at least in that venue, they have to have a form of 
ID. 
So, to get -- let's let's say somebody comes out of one of the of the those without ID can't excepted on plane or anywhere can't get help. We drive and have driven and you have no idea it makes a difference. 
>> I will ask you you mainly see this in adult performance massage parlors? 
>> Everywhere. 
>> Yeah. 
>> Teenagers adolescences men, women, boys, and girls. 
>> Heather, you know, the direction is we need to figure out what we need to do. To move this forward in any direction but need to move it forward. That That is my support for your suggestion. 
I appreciate this. This is hearth wrenching and thank you for your story and your work. 
>> 
>> Go ahead. 
>> Couple of things to point out he talked about statistics and top third in the nation in anybody of human trafficking cases 
. 
That is actual solidified those are statistics and one can imagine what true numbers are; right? 
You have Texas, California, I think New York is just behind us 
. 
Florida's's top third in the in the nation for heaveen's's sake and is in areas with lots of events and do you know that the largest event for human trafficking in the United States happens when the Super Bowl comes 
in. 
That is the largest concentrationHeaven's sake and is in areas with lots of events and do you know that the largest event for human trafficking in the United States happens when the Super Bowl comes in. 
That is the largest concentration human trafficking operations that happened. Tampa I say this because look other jurisdictions are taking initiative here. City of Tampa when Super Bowl came in did a huge advertising campaign and did billboards 
. 
As people came into the Super Bowl, you were seeing, you know, hey. The other thing is people don't typically identify as victims 
. 
You have to put Smec that gets them to understand they are a victim and need help and these billboards said if you have A, B, and C, contact this number. There is help for you 
. 
Those were everywhere 
. 
Tampa saw a significant response 
to that. 
Doing that came pain during a major event like that our area is amazing and this happens everywhere we have events speed weeks beaches and lots of things where this kind of stuff is able it thrive in the background without you noticing 
. 


So -- also that another point I wanted to make sure to say that definition of human trafficking is not being kidnapped and taken away fully 
. 
That happens and you do have cases that happens a lot and you have where people go back and forth to home 
. 
They are still being trafficked and happens in schools kid leaves is trafficked comes home happens to have more money or shoes or whatever and these things are happening and I would love for is for us to talk about the ordinance and can tell you council that in having more discussion over the last week to prepare for this agenda that I really want to sit down totally in depth and brainstorm 
. 
That is what I will do over the next month with a number of the groups to really hear from everyone across the board and state to see, you know, you guys are in it 
. 
You know what the deal is and what -- what can we do specifically to -- that is not fluff that will make some impact 
. 
I would love to talk about this today and if you would like to talk about the ordinance I would love to talk about having staff that you can come back with an ordinance that mimicked what is on the agenda. Also know that and plan on me coming back within sometimes in sometime in the next few months with future discussion on it 
. 
Whether it is signage in county park bathrooms or whatever we could do that would actually make impact impact that, that would happen as well. 
>> That is good. I was hoping you or Billy could come up with the motion. 
>> A motion. 
>> Everybody is interested 
. 
I have a question. 
>> That is a motion to bring that ordinance. 
>> That ordinance up do we have a second on that SGt. 
Okay. Motion opposed second by Lowry 
. 
One thing we need to consider and guess you will work with us on this process is one of the things that -- to hear what you say is horrifying and father with beautiful daughters and four hand some suns four hand some sons is not just the daughters and we need to consider in every legislation unintended consequences thinking of young women in college that they need money for school and they go and dance somewhere 
. 
If we have an ordinance they need ID, I don't think it should follow them around the rest of their life if they -- so just please work with us on unintended consequences that we don't unintentionally ruin somebody's's life and make mistake or decision that could haunt them laterater. 
You have Ben Johnson. 
>> We know going on one of biggest problems is not having insider information and something that Sherif has been contacted yet. We need him on the ground floor. 
>> He has. He has worked diligence diligently on it and and chief association you can't get anywhere without having them all together and once again having insider information that could point to here is the thing we have. We know we have had it and know on events we have worked it but still not to the stale to the scale it has ever been able to be worked it is labor intensive that is a taskforce you can catch on and needs to needs to be looked at and like [Indiscernible]. You know, we only have when comes to the part about the licensing dancers we only have a couple of those facilities in the in the county 
part. 
What you have to have is it is more in crit issue in that area. What we have to do is find a way a way how do we do the whole thing or get to the root problem that is not something we will do in a couple council meetings 
. 
It will take committees sitting down and comeing up with a blueprint this is the direction we will go and you do it and FDLE or FBI you want to sit them down to the table. 
>> That is what I Minilith by when I said holistic 
. 
Freedom 7 taskforce covers vel Oeschia St. Johns and flagler county. Like John John said. You have Sheriff's Sheriff's department from several municipalityies from Holly Hill that are always there 
. 
Any Sheriff's Sheriff's department is invited 
. 
Not many are able to attend because they don't have enough staff. You know, homeland security is in it. 
We have Noreen-governmental organizations and non-profit organizations. 


There is a lot of people that come 
to the table 
A lot of people have lived experience like 
doc. 
We provide or doc and his wife provide addiction counseling and trauma therapy and great to treat people who have been victimized and would be great if we could prevent it and education and awareness piece is needed which is why schools now have it. 
You know, trickers have it and you lose CDL if you participate 
. 
This is a village thing 
. 
Like I said, it is a huge criminal enterprise or societal disease, however you want to look at it 
. 
You all need to really roll up your sleeves if you will be serious about it and statistics don't mean anything. Jeff, like you said, your children, would it matter how many people got trafficked if one of your children is enough. We are talking about people's people's lives 
. 
Maybe bring in state attorney's's office also and judicial circuit and having them share it if you can get them to. 
>> There is a state taskforce. 
>> Yeah and locally we are talking about here trying to work something here state attorney's's office. 
>> Don't go away 
. 
I want to let staff who has been trying to interrupt us 
. 
George? 
>> Not to interrupt but to build on the point that question was asked about the sheriff who I had a conversation with him and he wanted me to relay that the supports any kind of effort 
. 
And he would like to be involved if we get into things that would involve his officers for enforcement and so I think it is important that he is part of the holistic approach 
. 
So, he has -- like I say, he wanted me to replay me to relay that he was interested. 
>> Michael? 
>> Sure. 
>> George wanted to interrupt but not me. So, just a follow up on Mrs. Post'sPost's comments and we have agenda item that gives an overview how issue is being addressed by law enforcement agencies and some other local governments in Florida and it is not too often when talking about something from a legislative standpoint that we have ongoing litigation on issue 
. 
Very recent ongoing litigation. As Mrs. Postsaid that we have city of Jacksonville in Palm beach county adopted ordinances very similar and took approach of -- addressed a number of things and did a -- they adopt ad I licensing badgeing program 
. 
Jacksonville was sued in federal court last -- that case is still ongoing at the trial court level 
. 
The US middle district court that is the that is the district that Volusia county is in. 
The judge there has not finished the ruling but did issue an injunction against the city on some provisions of ordinance largely directed at badgeing or license requirement for the performer 
. 
I don't think I'm I'm being or or exaggerating case it will probably be appealed and is a dispute and same attorney that my understanding has filed that lawsuit is an attorney record challenging ordinance for Miami beach that beach that had a bit of a different approach putting requirements on owners and operators for adult entertainment establishments requireing performers to performers to check in and maintain a log and to verify age and identity and around Thanksgiving last year, judge issued a ruling in southern district of Florida. Southern district than ours and city largely prevailed in the ruling 
. 
The judge did throw out a provision of the ordinance that required the operator to basically determine citizenship or worker status of the performerer based on federal law. Proffer. 
That has been appealed and Jacksonville's's case if appealed further would 
go. 
We have some some neighbors that are litigating on this issue 
. 
There have been other things going on and the agenda item talks about Hillsborough and Pascal county have adopted advisory boards on human trafficking and attached an agenda -- and law enforcement agencies and support support agencies to give recommendations to the county commission and Mrs. Postsaid from reading media reports that taskforce was involved putting together media blitz before the Super Bowl and during the Super Bowl and Tampa 
. 
There is a state law that we talked about at last meeting massage parlors and posting signage and public awareness human trafficking with a hotline number and that state law authorizes you to adopt an ordinance to allow you to locally enforce that signage requirement and violation of that would be a non-criminal infraction and prosecuted by the county and county court with a [Indiscernible] fund 
. 
I know late county adopted ordinance along those lines 
. 
So, that is really a bit of an overview and would say that what obviously got my attention from a legal standpoint is that badgeing requirement in Jacksonville and federal judge drecking city that are basically in a stand-down position in litigation and law enforcement is involved and no guarantee how that will come out and positive in that is that I think that local governments will get guidance on that in the future 
. 
There is another item I share with Mrs. Post that I didn't include in the agenda item and there is a federal grant opportunities out there that law enforcement agencies have received. This gentleman gentleman made much more than me and I know regional approach St. Petersberg and research department and grant monies and freedom taskforce and I'm sure this agenda item summary is omitting other things thru throughout. It is clear there are a number of approaches where local governments are grappling with the issue. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Heather? 
>> I want to point out on Jacksonville that deal with Jacksonville ordinance is that it actually put in a number of bullet points and think part ofs part of the hesitancy there or issue there was so many things they put in and part of that in addition to the IDs that they wanted to change age from 18 to 21 and there was a lot of particular points they were squeezeing 
in. 
I'm not in any way in any way suggesting that we, you know, overload an ordinance 
. 
Again, baby steps. 
Let'see. Penalty, I don't want to forget anything 
. 
My motion specifically then would be to create an ordinance requireing specifically in response to owner operator versus actual person 
. 
We don't want to make it a violation of actual person or victim or whatever 
. 
The -- requireing owner operatear whoever is in charge have that information or ID information for each of the people under their charge. Is that -- that won't work. Let's. Let's Let's go back to -- I will rephrase my motion then. I'm hearing that will definitely not work 
. 
So, requireing -- my motion then is to require an ID card and also to enforce the sign ordinance and state sign ordinance we as a county have the authority to enforce. 
That is the motion. I do also want to point out in regards to cities that it would be a county-wide ordinance and really think that since it has been so much discussion and Daytona Beach already has an ordinance that a number of cities in Volusia county have an ordinance regarding human trafficking or the businesses that are involved. 
It is really a matter of enforcement and once we were to put an ordinance in place we can work to get cities to do resolutions to come on board. 
>> Billy? 
>> I wanted to ask for clarification, Heather, you are talking -- you eliminated first motion about the signs? 
>> No, no. 
>> No. 
>> You are still -- 
>> I initially talked about owner operators. 
>> Right. 
>> Obviously not a good idea. 
>> That was my concern. 
>> It is just -- 
>> It is not just those adult places 
. 
You know, what my question is too, Heather. 
>> Okay. 
>> I mean, really, I think education is such a huge, huge -- this is happening in our backyards 
. 
I have a huge tourist area part of my district 
. 
You know that it is just absolutely overwhelming there. So, I think education with the hospitality and don't know what forms we have. Making that out there like you see people. Hundreds and thousands of people that are coming in every day that your establishment is here 
. 
They will come in during high-peak areas 
. 
Tourism should be one we should be rebel be really approaching on getting the word out in hotels and flyers and whatever 
. 
There is a great opportunity in tourism area I would think ya'll. 
>> That is all hotels have to go through training. 
>> That is state. 
>> That is a state law. 
>> Yeah. 
>> They are required to do that? 
Do they have any kind of messaging in there? 
I will go visit a hotel and will be in that hotel with 1,000 people. Do they provide -- I mean, information like flyers or posters or anything? 
It is the education is like I said that that you don't know if that young girl who is standing next to you with a guy holding on to on to her hand. 
>> Right. 
>> Who is buying her a snow cone. 
>> I was present with Christy when we met with the Volusia hotel organization 
. 
One of the biggest concerns was they wanted to know what the fine would be for the infraction. 
>> Right. 
>> That is the mentality. What they are required to do is post a toll free number 888-3737-888 in the bathrooms what some do and some don't is they train their staff to have a safe word. If you are at a bar and in the hotel and somebody walked walks up and orders a particular drink not on the menu is a sign that the person needs help 
. 
Education is key 
. 
The problem is there is a lot of apathy 
. 
People look the other way way and particularly individuals that individuals that go to go go bars and go home to their families later later don't know what they are feeding and there is the industry and dark web where there is child porn and rape porn that is all feeding the industry 
. 
Education is important and leads to prevention and is hard to prosecute human traffickers they are slapped on the wrist for a for a drug hard you have trauma bonding and slack home syndrome at play. Many people trafficked might not realize they are being trafficked because they are so vulnerable in promise of a better life or survival sex and maybe they are addicted to drugs or homeless and this person gave them a better life. They sold their body but had a place to sleep. They don't see it the way the way they are traumatized and don't see it it is multiprong and not one-size fits all solution. This is a start but like emptying ocean with a teaspoon. It won't happen. 
>> I see importance in that for sure and going forward more than that looking forward to this and like you said you meeting with them and staff and sheriff and everything else on a monthly basis basis or quarterly basisasis. 
If we can get updates from your conversation and staff conversation. This is something we are looking forward to moving forward. You know we get bombarded every day with things to work making sure it stays on top of our minds getting updates moving forward on looking at these things 
. 
That might be something to add with it internally. 
>> I have been keeping up with freedom 7 taskforce and several counties and ours as well 
. 
I can absolutely give a report if council wants to hear it I can give a report routinely what is occurring and wanted to be sure as well. I cannote I can wrote down cities as a note and what I said about the cities is we could get them on board. As he talked, I realized that I also as an amendment want to be sure it is not just establishments within county we are addressing but pop-up events that is very important and it is events that events that happen and those pop-up things. 
>> Yeah. 
>> Right. 
>> Like a landhoster. 
>> Right. 
>> Or Leezsberg or Daytona. 
>> Right. 
>> We work events seeing what is happening and we see people we are pretty sure are being trafficked and that makes sense to do in terms of law enforcement several chapters in chapters in Ute and Canada Ahmed in Mississippi chapter is made up of law enforcement except 1 person who runs a home for individual for individuals 
. 
Why don't you think about it I cry a lot. This really breaks my heart. 
>> State law that ordinance would discuss and enforcing state sign ordinance that is that state law says that hotels and airports have to have signage in the rest rooms and law goes on to on to say countyies can in fact create ordinances to enforce that and most counties are not doing kneeling about doing anything about it and why I wanted to do this and we can have much more discussion on education and everything. 
>> Not sure how we get to end of it doing a workshop we have a motion and amended motion and want to give Ben Johnson time to speak on this and has been waiting patiently on this. Mike, are you good now SGL? Mike Dyer, go ahead. 
>> We need to -- they just don't have the ability. They spend time 
in the city. 
If you do it, you have to do that another thing I would recommend against is -- it is not only people that would listen to it. 
>> Yeah. 
>> You don't want your plans come up here and council inadvertently that warns people out there what is going 
on. 
We can get direction and from there need to put it in the in the hands of law enforcement and of social Cebises and state attorney's office and help them with resources they need to go after this and looking ated one of the of the biggest and I understand this came out of the news journal 
. 
Not in paper yet 
. 
Came out that one of your biggest offenders is storefront massage parlors throughout the country and lot more to that to that needs to to that needs to be looked 
at. 
That is a vulnerable spot and run away kids vulnerable spot and special events ru have them is vulnerable you will never totally cure it but do the best you 
can. 
It is a starting place and big one stay more inside of state laws and ordinance ordinance don't have enough teeth and signs up has enough teeth on that one and county ordinance don't really have teeth to especially big MRN big money and you haves. 
>> You have prosecutors and courts and teeth that can bite people involved in it SCOMBL in it. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Own clarification for staff as we move forward with this. You know, Jacksonville adult performer badge requirement don't want to oversimplify judge deemed it to be unconstitutional and injunction to prohibit to be implemented and if model council would like us to look at further rather than Miami beach, again, more of the onus was on owner and operatear of the establishment versus licensing of the performer 
. 
You know, we can take a look at that further and see if there is a way a way to bring back options in light of the ruling and some portions we can give you best advice and how we might fair on a legal challenge and this got very fresh involving Jacksonville on it. 
>> Mike? 
>> Yes, ma'am. 
>> Correct me if I'm wrong. Discussion on that specifically again Jacksonville had many bullets in there. One thing they were requireing citizenship information 
. 
I don't care what country you are a citizen of 
. 
That doesn't need to be in there if everyone is in agreement and was sticking point. 
>> Age requirement. 
>> Another of those is what we look at. That is what is contested. Right. 
>> I want to clarify if we -- if council wants to go back to find -- there could be some portions or requirements within a badgeing system to look at that could arguably not be effected or subject to challenge like Jacksonville is what I'm hearing you say. 
>> We will let doc weigh in and come back to you. 
>> Wrap it up. 
>> Tell us where you are with a motion and if needs to be amendedment, doc. 
>> I think one of the keys is not to call it a badgeing system but say there is a value in having it to person. Remember, No. 1 thing traffickers do is take away ID this is somehow that could be creative and think about something they want and what would be and if you have this, this is a special something; right? 
We want everybody to have that and maybe that means you get like if we check up once a year because of the industry you are in and tie a positive to it. ID is so important because they don't have ID. If If they are there against their their Will, they won't have 
ID. 
If there is a way a way you can put that in there and they are looking at it like they will know subconsciously and people and traffickers will know if not put out there as hey we are putting you a part like a bath or career or something this is something to help that might help turn 
that. 
The hastle will be a county attorney and his great wisdom to figure out wording of all that, that I'm sure will be fun. 
>> Okay. Heather? 
>> Great thing about this though is that just like Tampa, Tampa put out the advocacy and put out signage and there was a difference; right? 
Things happened and in Jacksonville, lots of discussion, that city councilwoman throb was not stepping down on any of the stuff 
. 
I would imagine that like you are saying that it is shifting to other areas and don't want it to shift to ours 
. 
Just the fact that we are talking about it I think could have some tremendous impact in area with people comeing and thank you very much 
. 
I will restate do I have to state mocks to state motion and amendment and could I make -- how do you want me to do it? 
Could I state a motion or nod? 
>> Mr. Chair whether your pleasure if you can restate motion and incorporate what would be your amendment in it. 
>> Okay. Making sure I'm correct. 
We are asking staff to create an ordinance requireing adult entertainment workers pop-up event workers 
workers to have ID, however you eloquently want to put 
that. 


In addition to that, we -- county of Volusia, they will enforce state sign ordinance in regards to human trafficking 
. 
That is slightly different. I think let's let's get a second on that. Okay. Billy is still good with a second? 
Would that motion as slightly amend -- really to just clarify. 
>> How is it different? I want to make sure we are on the same page. 
>> I thought you added something. If it didn't -- let's let's -- okay. 
>> Didn't add anything. 
>> Okay. What was left out? 
>> Good. I thought we left that ID out a while ago and on ordinance on ordinance. 
>> Point of ordinance was ID. 
>> Okay. 
>> Not for the actual work or the -- not for owner for owner operators but for the actual individuals 
. 
That is what we discussed. 
>> We still have a second 
. 
Nobody wishes to speak. Let's Let's vote on that. 
All in favor of sending that to county staff, say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Opposed? 
>> Passes. 
>> 
. 
Thank you. 
>> Thank you, gentleman. 
>> Thank you for being here. 
>> We will try to get back on track 
. 
We need to -- we need to do 10, 2, and we will do 10. Since you are here. 
>> Good afternoon council members item before you is county of vel Oescha September 20th, 2020, confidential financial support 
supplement report 
. 
This report is prepared by the accounting division and requires a high degree of technical skill and knowledge and are over 80 gasbee pronouncements or standard board pronouncements that go into this. Tockment that takes 6 months 6 months of preparation prepared in-house by accounting division and audited by James Moore and company and prepare opinions on financial statements and compliance with governmental accounting standards and compliance with federal. 
>> -- 
>> So, it is worth pointing out the work done by your accounting division this year especially all this year with all of the challenges and want to recognize the accounting division team that is here and other team members you have [Indiscernible] acting accounting director and Marian our treasury manager and Shirley Lou and SAHH vet Lona Reese are accountantsvetlana Reese are accountants -- 

With that, I will hand it it to James with James and company to go over his presentation on comprehensive annual financial report. 
>> You had all those people stand up. We ignored them. Could. Would you please stand up again? Thank you. 
>> Good afternoon, everyone. Glad to be speaking with you. I met with most of you individually those not able to reach out reach out to us at any time after the course of the presentation. I will skip those. You have had a long day. James with a local CPA firm office on other side of Indiana from you guys and office of Daytona Beach and resident of port orange and mentioned certificate of financial reporting excellence and is above and beyond and took this book and half of it out of there to meet state statute requirements additional information and transparency in comprehensive financial report and in E year we have a different name for it by the way way. 
The road on it 
. 
The auditor's's reports and responsibilityies Ryan mentioned with staff and county management to prepare the comprehensive financial report and responsibility to provide audited opinion on financial statements as well as other reports to go through here and opinion on financial statements is unmodified opinion best we can give is independent public certified accountants and respect your position and result of operations for for this year ended September 30th30th, 2020. 
There is a report a report internal control and compliance required by government auditing standards subject to government auditing standards additional requirement that auditor general state of Florida requires not all states have requirement to be audited under government auditing standards and no finding ever required to required to be reported under that guidance 
. 
Similarly federal or state audit required any time entity federal non-profit and private entityies if you spend greater than 750,000$750,000 in state program -- single audit and will go over it later later and had no findings related to it as well. Rather boring as I'm telling you now which is what you want as elected body and comments that get scary and auditor general requires us to report number of it items financial -- look at financial state of merge criteria and no other items required to be reported under any other items for items for auditor general and have us look at E911 investment statutes and make sure you are in compliance with those and report any compliancey issues we would have there and no items to report there. 
A little bit of numbers can't be CPA not talking about numbers here inside financial statement you have general fund that is a combination of multiple funds inside of county from budget standpoint required for financial reporting to be consolidated up to one front that combines EVAC homeless fund homeless initiatives fund and economic development fund 
. 
So, the first column there is all those combined on the left and second column on the right is just the general fund 
. 
What you really have left over would be property tax and general revenues coming in for the year and 94 million DLARZ million DLARZ is fund balance at end of the year and non-spendable inventory supplies can't be spent in cash that is laid out and restricted for public safety and typed items 373,000 there and largest portion is 58 million is a sign fund balance and items you budgeted for budget adopted for 20201 year for 20201-year and through subsequent budget amendments already that includes emergency reserves in there as well and remaining part is unassigned 
. 
That is available at your at your direction 
. 
I know management proposed plans for plans for you as well of how potential uses that are there 
. 
Assigned fund balance at end of the year that we mentioned before is 93 million dollars $93 million looking looking at percentage common methodologyies think of expenditures for year home life rainy day fund potentially that you have government finance association association recommends two months 2 months at minimum coastal cystyal cities want increase by a month and looking at it higher than last year see up there 51% that is due to number of fay Beelithors and when Covid hit George and finance staff said we don't know what will happen we will cut expenses everywhere we can and we don't we don't know how things will turn out 
. 
With that as well you received Covid funding from Coronavirus relief fund and using funding for items that for items that would have been paid for by property taxes public safety salaryies combination of those two created balance you would have budgeted for. Budget came through $25 million $25 million in public safety -- and all cities you provided money to as well enabled them to use funds too. 
>> . 
A number of ye rbis of years ago we curated -- council curated reference for reserve money how much to set aside in property tax-related funds 5 to 10% is set up on chart there just below 5% and port authority up to 7.8% in general fund 
. 
You are below typically right where you would like 
to be. 
As we know, we had storms come through a couple years ago and try not to say four-letter words to use money and get back from cashflow stand point point put out money and owe a lot and takes a while to receive back to federal government and importance of emergency reserve 23 million in general fund fire and MSD library have significant portions 
. 
A little about enterprise funds proprietary funds design today be self-reporting for charging services and with those you will see relatively same in the last couple years and will will increase in airport and water and sewer due to city finance staff that went out and refinanced debt you had and old debt you had required you to keep money set aside in in restricted account to use for payment of principle and interest. New debt doesn't require that freeing up a little cash in those situations. 


Trend you see a slight increase there. Each of you transfer money into Votran based honest meat what you think will be needed. Transfer is $7 million $7 million this past year surplus arises from parking garage you see there declined over the last couple years and area that staff is looking at to figure out exactly what needs to be done with the parking garage and garbage collection a couple years ago and year ago you spent a significant amount of time on that with rate studies to figure out what you needed to do with garbage collection fund to stabilize it. 
So, just highlights to end with and issue everything with Covid $130 million $130 million in federal state grants two years 2 years ago when highest you got was $90 million $90 million in state funds probably never thought we would be here again saying you topped that total and adjusting CARES Act funds with $68 million $68,000,025 million went to million went to public safety. 15 million allocated million allocated out to cities Ryan mentioned as well homeowners renters acesance $12 million $12 million to put back into community and grant and businesses and not for profits getting money there and out into the DMUN the community and money being spent for Votran projects airport as well and bridge wrap-up from that from grant standpoint of $10 millionlion. 
I will leave it 
at that. 
Any questions or comments or anything like that I will take 
. 
I won't take any applause 
. 
You know. 
>> That will save time. 
>> I don't see questions for you. Billie Wheeler? 
>> I was going to. Shows importance importance of reserves and we have been lucky with no major storms and all 
that. 
I don't want to say the words either 
. 
How critical? 
We see that money sitting there and people think we have it and we can use it on whatever 
. 
That is our -- that is part of our secure it I. 
>> Yeah. 
>> You know, that is part of our security 
. 
I can't imagine running my household without having reserves set back for any emergencyies 
. 
And us being a big business that we are, our reserves have to be large. 
So, thank you for bringing that for bringing that out. 
>> You are very welcome. 
>> Looks like it. Thank you. I appreciate it. You can go to your 4 o'clock 4 o'clock now; right? 
>> [Indiscernible]. 
>> Oh, wow. 
>> George, want to skip back to 2? 
>> Yes. That would be be great. 
>> Good afternoon Mr. Chair and council. 
>> You don't look like George. 
>> I will be darned. 
>> All right. So, recommended motion on that was to accept the report. I just confirmed with Lynne that you will need a motion and second. Motion to accept, Wheeler? 
>> Second by Lowry all in favor say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? 6, 0. 
Okay. All right. Item 2 is confirmation of appointment of Helena wedgeerrington as emergency management director and director will provide you with Mrs. Wedgeerrington's's backGROIRD's background. 
>> Good afternoon thank you Chair and with council and great pleasure that I bring for Fer for before you today Mr. Wedgeerrington who comes to us from Monroe County and is very familiar with storms and Caribbean and 30 years 30 years experience in emergency management at about every level state and local level and aesant director Mercy management Palm Beach county planner and Florida coastal management program and has been a consultant for Florida division of emergency management and worked overseas and has been a disaster management advisor for the Caribbean overseas Terre to reys for United Kingdom and common wealth office and comes to us now where she has been working working as disaster recovery director from Monroe county 
. 
You can see we are very lucky to have attracted such a great candidate and you don't know how excited I am to have someone here and like you, I just mentioned that we hope that she is here and very board this year as we get her up to speed 
. 
We don't need any storms 
. 
But, as we learned this year more than ever that it is not just storms and we certainly have had our share 
. 
Hopefully, we can break in nice and slow and gives us time to get familiar with everything 
. 
She expects to come out with us here in just a few Yick a few weeks. 
>> Thank you very much. 
>> Good afternoon, Council. True pleasure to be here today and meet you all 
. 
Sorry for the delay and thank you for accommodating my schedule and appreciate that and follow a long line of strong leaders here Volusia county and emergency management and great to pick up on this program and enhance it in areas and volume Oeschia councy management program is well-known throughout the state doing great job showing yourself to be effective and you have nationally accredited program here and honor to step in those shoes and hope I will bring it, your honor and lots of changes going on in the field now whether it be the epidemic we have just been dealing with over the past year 
. 
That will bring many lessons learned to the program that I can hopefully help along 
. 
We are also looking at in the next decade dealing with climate change issues and we are seeing a record number of hurricanes copping our way way and stronger hurricanes coming our way way and will be really important to continue to ho enin on having the strongest policies plans and procedures throughout all phases of emergencyies to respond and sadly but true we are seeing an amazing amount of of unrest in our communities brought about by numerous issues political and racial and a number of other areas 
. 
That is an area that hopefully we can support enforcement in as well to provide strong prevention mechanisms emergency management director it is not only my job to help lead your team team internally but build and foster relationships with all stakeholders whether be cities or business community or non-profit community and effective emergency management requires we all work together as a whole community 
. 
It is my honor to be here to work with you over the next eight years 8 years and hope we can build a stronger, better, and safer Volusia county and thank you for your vote of confidence that I'm not sure that I'm not sure you have taken yet. 
>> Thank you. 
>> I think Dr. Lawry is about to do that. 
>> Ironic person we can confirm for emergency management director held up by bad beige by bad weather go the go the here late and irony in it. Anyway, I would like to make a motion to confirm appointment of hell an wedgeerton. 
>> Second. 
>> Second by Wheeler. 
>> Second by Wheeler and motion by Lowry. All in favor say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> All opposed? 
>> Mr. Chair to make you official, here, you need a [Indiscernible] I don't see a Volusia county pin on you. Now you are official. 
>> Thank you all. 
>> You have a hand sterilant for that; right? 
>> Yes. 
>> Thank you and welcome. We are glad you are here. Good. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Dear lord where are we? 
>> We will get back on track. That brings us to No. 7. 58 extension. 
>> I will make the motion if okay. 
>> I will second it. 
>> All right. 
>> Second without any lights. 
>> Second, Wheeler. 
>> Heather seconded it. 
>> There we go. 
>> Item No. 8? 
We didn'tote on it? 
>> No. 
>> Let's Let's vote the end of Coronavirus 
. 
When can we do that? 
>> All in favor? 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? 
>> Item 8. 
>> That is a lot of help. 
>> It is -- yeah. There is markings all over this paper. 
>> You are on. 
>> Thank you. Public protection we will keep this short and sweet and just a quick update where we are in the state 2,173,138 cases confirmed with 34,471 deaths in the state of Florida and and Volusia county -- confirmed to date with with 762 deaths and we see with trends now and we have had a slight increase in the last couple weeks 2 or three weeks 3 weeks increase but not quite to peaks we saw at the beginning of the year 
. 
It is kind of a graddin Klein that we will keep that down. Again, vaccination measures and continuation of masking and distancing and all those kinds of protective measures are good until everybody gets vaccinated or reach that acceptable level. As of today, there is 90 hospitalizations and hospital bed capacity remains just fine and moving on to news about vaccination efforts we have done and first off, testing continues to be available at new Smyrna city beach gym and 142,000 with tests done there and looking at number vaccinated this is a couple days later later update released today we have 197,015 people in the county that have been vaccinated and 127 thousand 673 127,673 that are fully vaccinated that is either first and second dose or first dose of Johnson and Johnson 
. 
To date or as of that update, 66,202 vaccination vaccination pros vieded at fairgroundss and home bound doing 20 per week with that and over 2,000 vaccinated with minority missions 
. 
Quick note on minority missions I mentioned Johnson and Johnson earlier 
. 
There is a pause on Johnson and Johnson vaccine that we are holding on to those that is out of abundance of caution that, that particular vaccine has been paused for further review before it picks back up again if it does. 
Those are are being held now and no Johnson and Johnson vaccines being provided until paused 1100 dozeses administered no major side effects reported from Department of Health and currently issues arising that seep that seep seem that seem to be a fear of needles with younger crowds and needles -- reporting now as far as vaccination sites and Department of Health they have transferred about 75 7,500 doses doses to a number of different entityies smaller pharmacyies doctors offices and larger medical facilities and things like 
that. 
In addition to that, we continue to encourage people to go on to the state registration Website at oh, my goodness. I will forget it. Oh, my goodness. 
Thank you. My Florida my vaccine.fl.gov is where you go to register to get on the wait list there is continued vaccines provided at public VCVS and Walgreens and sites you can register for the waitlist and in addition to that we saw a slight decline in the last week for demand for demand really at the large site there at the fairgrounds and Department of Health is continuing and going on that and you know on the demand there. They have started to move into -- not move into but have opened up their local offices with soft open there and will have them at the fairgrounds site and doing what we knitted to do to move toerred with that. With no questions, that is all I have for you today. 
>> Question. 
>> Uh-huh. 
>> About Johnson and Johnson vaccine how many do we have in waiting? 
>> 
How long can we hold on to on to them. 
>> Still good for some time and if you don't open any of the vaccines they have a long shelf life and holding on to on to four doses intended for a for a peerson event and are still holding on to on to them and we will hear soon about what is going on with Johnson and Johnson if get rid of it or what I have been hearing from health experts is either with some other cautions or limited to a certain group. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Thank you very muff. 
Okay. Coronavirus 
. 
We have done 10, and 11. 
Kevin, I'm sorry. I scratched you out without looking at you. 
>> Good afternoon, Mr. Chair. Director that we will go through the events starting with Votran we will have public meetings Wednesday the 21st and Thursday the 22nd. They will be from 11 to 2 and 4 to 6:30 
. 
They are about upcoming changes that may impact users. 


State of the county we are now full and are looking at about 370 or 380 people 380 people thereabouts nah that is Tuesday and water conservation and campaign and continuing to focus and remain active on social media for Covid as vaccine suppliesy increase focusing messaging to encourage individuals to consider receiving a vaccine 
. 
Because the age of eligibility now is down to 18 and up or 18 and up, part of efforts focus specifically on younger generation and social media media coordinator recently initiated paid social media campaign for Facebook Instagram targeting younger population and we reached nearly 10,000 users from age group 18 to 34 and reached out to school districts and colleges to help amplify messages and quick announcement there is openings available for tomorrow's wobbling's vaccine micro mission in normanned beach 440 North Nova Road and event from 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. and those interested are encouraged to show up and walk in and no appointment required. I have results of feed the need food fund drive and would like to suggest we if we if postpone to next meeting so winners could have opportunity to be there and late in the day to kidnap them and give them a certificate 
. 
If I could suggest and bring it to May to May 4th? 
>> to May 4th 
? 
Okay. With that, thanks so smooch. Question? 
>> Heather Post? 
>> One question, Kevin. Vaccination event in Normand tomorrow do you know what brand it is? I know I will get the question. 
>> I believe Moderna. Dr. Metusiac, let me confirm again. 
>> I would like to confirm it has been pretty much all Moderna. 
>> Okay. I know I will get that question. 
>> Yeah. 
>> Thank you. 
>> You will bring back the rest of your report next meeting? 
>> Yeah. May May 4th. 
>> . 
>> So don't look at the results. Just kidding. 
>> Good job. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Now, I think it brings us to item 12 county investment program presentation. Will you be here for a while for the next two items. 
>> That I will. 
I will try to explain how fund cash and reserves are talking about fund balance and restabed are related. We will get to that. 
The county has many funds over 100 basically from a budgetary perspective. We have over 50 grant funds each grant we account for in a separate grant fund accounting in general is required by state law that requires us to follow governmental accounting standars board standards gasbee standards use of fund accounting separates units of operation of our government and sources of funding if related restrictions of sources of funding. If have source of of funding like fuel taxes on road construction on road construction and keep in trust fund doesn't get co-mingled with general fund or any other fund for that matter 
. 
Each separate fund operates low ebbing low like like a separate checkbook 
. 
Use of funding demonstrates compliance with restrictions placed on those funds 
. 
Like I said, we have over 100 funds we pool together for pool cash and investment frog program 10 100 + checkbooks we don't we don't have separate bank accounts administrative burden to manage bank accounts and do investments for different funds separately wouldn't wouldn't be efficient either. If you pool everything together fond with a small balance balance would be able to take advantage investment yielding higher investment term and wouldn't wouldn't be available to them because of the size of the fund. 
It also allows grant funds to borrow from one another for cash flow purposes 
. 
Thereas an agenda item earlier I talked about investment policy and memorializeing we use cash bool system like that taking grant most times federal government -- using pool cash and investment program you are not loaning everyday from one fund to another and is happening automatically 
. 
You are pool are pulling from the pool 
. 
How does the pool work? 
Investment pool is own fund in accounting system, fund 802. That fund has main purposes 
. 
Who owns money? 
That is equity of the asset section and equity section is where is it actually invested? 
There is a daily sweeping of balances to and from the pool of county funds including fund activity 
. 
If they write a fund today it has less equity in the pool and if fund gets money today it has more equity in the pool and everything is pooled together in main county bank account 
. 
Based on balances in the pool at end of the day and week and month we make investment decisions for short and long-term purposes and pool has -- you will see in a minute 5 to $600 million $600 million at any given time and core amount of portfolio that is due to our cash flow and doesn't change too much from year to year to year and short-term portion of that that as well and short -- term if portion if portion being amount we collect in taxes in November that we will use later later in fiscal year and depending what type of cash flow we are looking at will drive how we invest that portion of the pool and lastly way pool works is every time investment interest balance comes in short-termterm un realized gain or loss is recognized -- if we get investment interest return or difdent check not dif dividend check or investment return it gets credited to funds in proportion that the fund represents whole pool and every fund gets portion of investment income and is budgeted in funds and you will Ferrand in budget every fund has line investment revenue we expect to make off its participation in the pool. 
Who owns the pool? 
At end of the fiscal year, general fund owned 109 million of the total pool balance 
. 
The total pool balance was 632 million or 633 million. Special revenue funds represented 198 million. 
>> million. 
>> Debt service funds 3 million capital project funds savings for future capital projects one of those is 800 megahertz 800 megahertz fund we set aside year after year money to perform 800 megahurt re Hertz system up upgrade that is under contract development and fund represents 28 million of $86 million of $86 million capital project fund balance. 
Saving money for capital projects helps us have the money when project comes along 
. 
Enterprise funds represents $79 million $79 million of the balance and largest being the landfill fund and $35 million $35 million of cash is held in landfill fund now 
. 
Part of that is by state law that requires us to accumulate cash for eventual closure of cell or landfill and post closure care of landfill for many years after 
that. 
In addition to the state's's required closure and post-closure fund, county has been accumulateing funds for funds for capital projects most notably future cell expansions when you open a cell takes job to get it done and represents 85 85 million of continue turnal service funds four of them vehicle replacement represents a lot of that taking leases out for vehicles that are often associated with high interest rates we save a portion of a vehicle's's replacement cost annually and contribute it to own savings program vehicle replacement fund and in addition self-insurance fund operating risk, worker's's comp risk is internal service fund. Next biggest is health health insurance fund to recover claims and sometimes there are large unexpected unexpected claim as wend you have reserves it helps cover those and larger than ever before it covers grant and fiduciary funds 90% or more grants we got Coronavirus relief we got was -- 72 $72 million $72 million listed million listed there for listed there for grant funds and majority of it has been spent since between September 30th September 30th date on screen and today 
. 
Council allocated and expenses made under the programs and that and that is the balance as of Sement as of September 30th30th. 
I want to compare the county's's investment report we put out quarterly and general fund, which is the fund that is our primary operating fund and as often the discussion about taxes for the county and this is our biggest fund 
. 
While counties -- program book balance for investment reports are in 500 to $600 million $600 million range, general fund portion of that that is 59 to 109 million depending million depending what quarter you are looking at here 
. 
109 million is larger than it typically would be as well as James mentioned with comprehensive annual financial report that we used as SIMV as of September 30th September 30th $205 million $205 million of Coronavirus million of Coronavirus relief fund to reimburse the county for expenses paid out of the general fund and money is sitting in general fund's's cash balance which is a large portion of 109 million you see sitting there 
. 
There is a reconciliation in full report attached to agenda item to explain all differences and show all of the of the funds of the fund's's balances and adds them up to total in comprehensive annual financial report and reconciles to quarterly investment report 
. 
A graphic of the slide that I had presented two slides ago, you have a pie chart here this a aexplains cash balances I previously described I won't explain again but you can see that general fund represents 17% of pooled cash and investment programs balance of September 30th September 30th and reserves and reserves represent 30 million of that and other fund balances is 37 
million of that. 
Last un assigned balance is same number that James previously reported 
. 
A large portion of that is related to Coronavirus releal relief fund I just described and plan is to transfer any Coronavirus relief fund expenditures to Coronavirus relief transition fund and we allocate programs specifically Coronavirus related but not using Coronavirus funds with we use public savings from general fund to fund to the programs and plan to transfer all of that cash to the if and before we expand any of the money that will require council approval 
. 
We do it as an effort of transparency to explain where $30 million $30 million I previously reported goes I said 25 million earlier million million earlier in presentation and clarifying 25 million is end of fiscal year 2020 expect additional 5 million 5 million to be in fiscal year 2021 2021 that we are currently in tying back to roughly $30 million $30 million estimate I provided council approves for Pipelle for public -- relief fund in November of 
2020. 
-- all of the reports have not been published September 20th, 3030, expecting expecting events to expecting events to rise they are also direct recipients of relief fund and and expect that average will increase further and and be away from the group average per capita and we are in line with what I would say are majority of counties on this report. 
Next is a slide with lots of numbers 
. 
This is an attempt to show and there is a larger version of this in the report. I tried to scale it down as much as I could on the presentation -- 

To demonstrate that as end of the fiscal year and general fund we had $109 million $109 million of cash total fund balance was 116 million that James previously reported on audit report it has arrived at by adding all of the rest of the assets accounts receivable and inventories and and amounts due by other governments and funds and amounts otherwise due from events and deducting liabilities from payroll at end of the year not paid out and vendors paid at end of the year not paid out, et cetera 
. 
To arrive at fund balance that is roughly in the big scheme of things similar to the cash balance 
. 
You deduct our non-spendable assets required by governmental accounting standards and inventory is deemed as something you cannot spend and can't go out and sell inventory represents part of fund balance. You can't go out and turn into cash or don't usually turn to cash and government accounting standards board requires you to report as non-spendable fund balance and reduced for restrictions and one such restriction in general fund and majority of restrictions in restrictions in other funds and lots in grant funds and in general fund we account for resources under the education program deduction of 372 372,000 to arrive un restricted fund balance won't read different assignments listed here. It is getting late but are shown here as to how assignments were arrived at and mostly related to what councils approved in next budget 2021 2021 or budget amendments related to that and out of sign fund balance is same that James presented before and mentioned before we have a planned transfer to Coronavirus relief and difference between that and 25 million I mentioned before as one of the assignments up there is budge that council approved for Coronavirus relief transition fund and you add those two together and get $25 million $25 million number I talked about. Above and beyond 25 million there was a savings in general fund activities that James eluded to positions not filled and that realizes $13.7 million $13.7 million that is listed here 
. 
Finally, our investment earnings and pooled investment program producing report on and main purpose of report is to provide account and how we are doing. 
>> I can get our principle back and don't want to launch into investment policy but anyway. 
>> You really want to. 
>> No. 
>> [Laughing]. 
>> So, our quarterly -- our quarterly yields were for first quarter 1.82 
%. 
1.6% for second quarter that is 
March 31st, 2020. 
Then Covid really started to effect our investment portfolio and fed dropped overnight interest rate from .5 .5 to 0 on unscheduled meeting overnight 
. 
Investment Perth folio for the third quarter fiscal year 2020, quarter ended June 20th, 2020, yielded, yielded 4% and final was 1.64 and short-term end of portfolio, we invest in money market funds and due to council approval of Florida prime opened Florida frame Florida prime account to get more on short-term end and Florida prime state government aas pool invested in invested in majority of counties and cities city investing in is getting 1.3 
%. 
Interest feme is really low on our portfolio compared to what it was pre-COVID 
. 
However, total at end of the of the fiscal year was 10.5 million and lots is market value adjustment 
at 2.8 million. 
We invested in securities yielding above market at end of the year they were worth more 
. 
People would like to buy high-yielding security compared to what they could otherwise buy on the market 
. 
That is the summary of the pool cash 
. 
I'm sure there will be questions. 

>> Dr. Lowry? 
>> Do we need a motion to approve or receiving it as presented today. 
>> [Indiscernible]. 
>> Looking at that facetious question answering publicly looking at that $500 million at that $500 million in a slush fund we can spend as we want I hear that every year how many hear that? 
>> Anticipated pie charts on the screen. 
>> Can't move around around or we will get in serious trouble. 
>> That investment report is county's's funds reconciles to report at end of the year is everything we have as a county to run the county and to run the budget 
. 
Fund balance of every fund at the end of year is calculated and then it is budgeted for in next budget cycle as you carry forward fund balance and lots is cash shown on pie chart. We allocate how we will spend it and it is accounted 
for. 
There is definitely no slush fund. 
>> No way No way to move anything around and restricted for certain purposes. 
>> Amounts in Amounts in funds restricted for purpose of funds. 
>> There we go. 
>> Broadest fund could Fe could in theory be transferred to projects capital projects that happen a lot and capital projects fund listed as restricted or assigned and rescind rescind and and and rescind rescinding can you take that back earmarked and assigned for the purpose. 
>> Responsibility budget coming up is 20% of the whole thing. 
>> 17% of the whole cash. It is a larger portion of the budget because as a percentage of actual cash held to budget, the general fund is lower than some other funds. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Not seeing any other questions. All right. Thank you very much. You are not going anywhere, are you? 
>> Now we go to item 13. 
>> I promise to go faster. 
>> County debt presentation. 
>> My clicker is not moving. 
>> Oh, no. I shouldn't I shouldn't be clicking over here. I'm messing you up. 
>> Well, I will get started and hope the presentation shows up soon 
. 
An overview what I will do in the debt presentation is to explain types of debt that the county has and what portion of the debts are owed by what portions of the counties 
. 
We have the -- all of the ... It is available online. First, we issue general obligation bonds. It is the strongest credit rating that the county has. Therefore, it requires it to be approved by the voters. The Forever program and the Echo program were officially put on the ballot both to improve the program and to approve the issuance of debt if they so need. That is why the county only has one limited GO bond with the final payment being due this October. Right now, we have outstanding is from the old program. 

This can be issued either as a public issuance or a private placement with the bank. Depending on the size of the debt, it either needs to be issued in the public market, because the bank visit as too much of a risk to take on themselves, or the investment advisor will solicit from banks to get different responses back to see with the investment rates and the banks would offer. Usually, if it is a smaller issuance, that is a or advantageous way for the county to go, because there are lots of issuance costs related to issuing public debt. There is an underwriting bank involved. There is a lot of disclosure requirements that are involved. 

We also issue revenue bonds, which is a pledge of a specific revenue source, but not the full faith and credit of the county. For example, we have pledged tourism taxes on our series 2004 tourism tax debt issuance, which is final payment on December 1 of this year. That will actually be in the next budget year, for course. We also have two bank placements for tourism tax debt, 2014 AB, which were done for the Ocean Centre (?) large expansion, with final payment due on December 1, 2034 (?). 

The final pledged revenue bond we have is on gas tax, and that was for the bond funded road program. The last payment is due in about 3.5 years on October 1, 2024. 

Next, the county can issue revenue notes, which is a little bit lower in the credit strength as far as the outside banks are concerned. That is a covenant budget. While it is a type of promise, it is not legally enforceable. However, you would never want to default on a revenue note where the budget is to appropriate, because that would ruin our name in the bank rolled as far as issuing debt. While it is not backed by a legally enforceable pledge, it is very similar that our name is on the line as a county. It would truly affect our credit rating if we ever defaulted on any of those things. 

We have five outstanding revenue bonds: our series 2010 for trails and Ocean Centre. It was a refinancing of several commercial paper program those that were done in the early 2000. We have a series 2013 for a parking garage. The last payment on that is April 1, 2024, about three years from now. Series 2015 that will be finished on October 1, 2025. Series 2017, for the municipal (inaudible) of that Sheriff facility. Final payment will be due on December 1, 2037. Our most recent issuance is for series 2019, that is for the airport for the terminal renovation project. The final payment is due on December 1, 2034. 

We also participate in government loan programs. We have one outstanding state-revolving fund loan, which is for water and wastewater utility projects. The final payment on that loan is due June 15, 2030, and we have also participated in – our next item is to request participated in the future in the state infrastructure bank, which is used related to (unknown term) rail, although nothing is currently outstanding. The next item purports to change that. 

There is one more issue listed on the copper has a financial (inaudible), and it is due to accounting standards. There was an agreement the county entered about the parking garage. What they did was put in agreement for all the payment stations. That agreement means that payment is due in the next five years. If we were to leave, government accounting standards would count that is a debt, so that is included in the data totals on the next screen. 

This is a complete picture of all the county debt. In total, we have $170,000,000 of outstanding debt. Limited GO bonds represent 2,300,000. Revenue bonds, primarily for the ocean Centre, represent... The other notes are the utility fund and (inaudible) loan and the parking garage that government accounting standards require to report for 336,000. 

For our comparison to our peer counties, I do want to note that this was done as of September 30, 2019, because when you get to big numbers like debt, I want it to be on par with every county. Not every county has issued their comprehensive financial report. There are extensions that some counties take, so until their reports are out, I wanted to report purely on September 30, 2019. Some of these numbers are... Actually, they are all... They will not agree on the September 30 numbers. 

A while ago, we were asked to look to see if other counties did not have debt on their general funds. I can say that for about five more minutes, potentially? 

(Laughter) 
>> Because the sun rail item would be payable from the general fund. As of September 30, 2019, we did have no debt payable by general fund or sales tax. The group average on peer counties was $66... Sorry, $66,000,000. 

Debt is not as clean as just general fund or sales tax. A lot of counties will pledge multiple avenues. If they have a lot of debt, they may pay it from impact fees and sales tax. There get to be some collocated deals comes a partial funding is a thing out there. The previous slide was purely sales-tax or general fund. I have included any mix of partial of that county had any indication they were using general fund or sales tax related to their debt. That is what this chart represented. It is a slight adjustment. The story is still the same. We are the only county with no such debt. 

When you read the copperheads of annual financial report, our government is divided into two groups. Governmental and business activities. James covered these on separate slides. Business activities are the landfill, parking garage, water sewer, and garbage collection, etc. Everything else the county does is a governmental activity aside from those six activities. 

Listed here is all governmental activities. All governments divide their comprehensive reports this way, so that is why it is easy to just pluck their total numbers for a comparison purpose. Our governmental that is largely from tourism. 

For equity, you can see where we compare to our peer counties. We are mostly on power. There is an outlier on the chart. They do have a lot of debt issues from various different purposes. I was trying to find if there was one clean explanation as to why (Name) County was so much higher. They just have a lot of different debt issuance is out there for different projects. 

Business type activities. Our airport and water/sewer have debt. That is what you see here with the $17,000,000. It is on this bar chart. Some of the other counties have debt. Some of them do not have any debt in the business activities! It is kind of hard to say if we are in line or not, because there is such a variance on this slide. 

If you add that altogether, all the debt, we are in line with some counties, lower than others, and half of the group average as of September 30 for all debt. 

Finally, I have two more slides of these bar charts before we are done. I wanted to compare it on a per capita basis. If you are a bigger county with more citizens, you have more services. It is not fair to compare us to Lake County with their population being as small as it is. I did divide it on a per capita basis to try to scale things. 

As far as governmental activities debt goes, we are still below the group average, but we are not the lowest. The lowest on this chart is Marion County, but we are in the good company of being among the lowest. 

On all debt per capita, we are the lowest. If you add all business-type activities and governmental activities, we are, as of September 30, 2019, we are (inaudible) dollars per debt per person that lives in this county, with a group average of 688. That is all I have on this one. Any questions? 
>> It is not a question. I have to make this comment again. I appreciate the way you communicate this. I have an accounting background, and government accounting is totally different. You know, I walk away and think, "I understood what you said! The majority of it." I thank you for making it so much easier for us to understand what you are talking about. This is what we do. This is the good work that our staff, accounting, etc., is doing. This is amazing stuff. I appreciate your making it so easy to understand. Thank you. 
>> Well, thank you. Like I mentioned, the debt report has been produced since 2002, so this is not just limited to my finance department and how long I have been here. This has been going on for decades. The transparency in the reports that are out there... That we try to put the reports out there. The debt has always been out there. 
>> I want to commend you. You are always a pleasure to work with. One of the things I think that you all should stop and look at it if we have a computer or something go down in here, you will always see Ryan jump up and go over there and help them out. I want to commend you for the fine work you do and your staff. Thank you. 
>> Just a second. I know when I came on the Council years ago, one thing that I was really adamant about was getting rid of debt, and that was something I pushed hard for, and I am proud to see what we see on here today, because in a sense, sun rail is being forced on us. We are having to do something that we probably do not prefer to do or whatever. That is under the bridge now. 

It will keep us from being pushed off a cliff when something like that comes along, and I appreciate the staff. I know that (Name) had a lot to do with that, and I appreciate all the work that has been done. Thank you. 
>> I do not see any other questions. Thank you very much. You're not going away! 
>> I do not have a presentation for the next one, so... 
>> You are going to reverse it! 
>> (Inaudible) the no debt and the general funds. 
>> A moment of silence. 
>> How much debt is there right now in the general? 
>> None. (Laughs) 
>> This is a... 
(Multiple speakers) 
>> Alright, so with Sun Rail, We Have Received an Invoice in the Amount of $11.2 million. It seeks approval to use the infra structure bank to finance the cost of the construction. Due to the fact that son rails commitment is for 15 years, I am recommending that we spread that cost over 15 years. The cost of that improvement is borne by those who are utilizing it. We expect the interest rate will be lower than what I have listed on this agenda item. However, our last state and for structure loan was (inaudible) based off of my conversations with the state and how they set interest rates. I do believe our rate should come in a little lower than this, but even at that rate, the annual debt service would be 850,000 per year. That interest rate is lower than what the market would bear in any other way to take out debt. Consulting with our debt advisor PFM to what the market rate would be for a debt like this for a 15 year debt deal, he said 2.25% or 2%. This is cheaper than what the market would bear for any other financing, so (inaudible). This has always been contemplated in the agreements that the previous councils approved for Sun Rail. 
>> I will just say that if we recall, it was going to be $19,000,000, so we commend the department for coming up with a good alternative. I think that is still... It gives us full-service, and I'm looking forward to working with them as we go forward. The department is pleased that we are cooperating, and we hope that that will bear more fruit down the road. 
>> We also avoid some lawsuits for our legal department. 
>> That is also true. Again, as we go into the operational phase, which has been pushed out a couple of more years, that helps us as well. If you noticed in some of those presentations, 2024 has debt coming out. There are things happening. So, by getting to 2024, that will help us as well. Again, I think we have done a very good job of trying to make sure we meet our commitment and also get a good deal. We will continue that. This is going to be a continuous thing in the years to come as our partnership gets even tighter with our other partners within the commission. 
>> I think also, probably everyone on this council has said it. I remember Billy and Heather mentioning. In particular, the Secretary of transportation for District 5 needed to get this finished. Those were his orders. That was the agreement from the very beginning. We got it finished, and he is a good partner. He is going to be a good partner for Volusia County. We will reap other benefits, as you just said, in that good working relationship. Doctor Lowery? 
>> I want to make a motion to approve the Sun Rail issuance of debt. 
>> I second that, but I do have a question. 
>> Seconded by Wheeler. Motion by Doctor Lowery. 
>> It is really a statement, but George or Ryan, what everybody has to understand when we are always saying we are kind of kicking the can down the road until October to do the budget each month or whatever, we learn more things. We are going to be faced with the operating costs in a couple of years. We keep pushing it down, but we do not even know what those figures are going to be. Already, we know that they are way above what was originally stated in our agreements. I mean, do we have any estimates or thoughts at this time? 
>> There are estimates based on what the history is so far. Ryan just said he had $850,000 of payment so far. We have about $3.2 million, which is the reported poverty cost for (unknown term). That would be our share under the formula. Of course, when the formula changes because we have added track miles, we think that will be potentially another $3,000,000-$4,000,000. You could be looking at a range of $7,000,000-$8,000,000 a year. We do not have that right now. That is additional. That is one of those things that is out there. 
>> That is huge. That is not set! We really do not know yet. 
>> Correct. We have a lot of work to do with our partners as such, because I think the needs in Orlando and that area are different from here. Their service levels... I think they want to take those to different levels with nighttime, weekends. A lot of times I hear people thinking about these, but remember that the more it runs, the more it costs. We will have to be working tightly with them to see what we can do here in Volusia County. 
>> Have they worked out the ticketing? The tap on/off issues? They really found some false... 
>> They are definitely changing the system. I do not know where it is in the process or anything of that nature. 
>> Like I said, those figures are kind of estimates still. 
>> Yes, they are all estimates. 
>> The RFP should be out on the streets for the new ticketing system. If not already, then sometime this month. 
>> I will add this. We have our work cut out for us. With the federal government and administration change, they definitely favour mass transit systems, so I do think that is something we will be working on in conjunction with the partners and the Department of Transportation to go after any federal money that may become available to help us either rehabilitated or... A lot of these things do not go towards operating, unfortunately for that we will see where they go. 

With coronavirus, the previous money that came in, as you recall, we were allowed to use for (unknown term) operating. Maybe we will get some sort of help in that way. Think the department has enjoyed some of that as well with the current system, so that is one of the reasons we have been able to get some better deals. We need to be on top of that on the federal level while we have that administration. 
>> I just want to note one thing. You will see this again. This is just the application, so you will see this again. 
>> There is a motion on the table to approve that application. Any second, all in favour say Aye. Any opposed? Item 15, sponsorship request. Kevin? Is Kevin still here? For the Rotary club of (Name), Deltona, Orange city (?) for their annual 5K and 10K? 
>> Thank you, Mr chair. Kevin, community information director. As you are mentioning, the Rotary club has a river walk/run 5K and 10K. This is the first time we will be sponsoring their effect, and they are requesting $1500 sponsorship for the event. It will be used for the Rotary youth programs. 
>> Second, Wheeler. 
>> Approval from Lowry. Second, Wheeler. 
>> Oh, I think Ben made a motion. 
(Multiple speakers) 
>> You have somebody down for the motion? 
>> Motion, Johnson. Second, Wheeler. 
>> All in favour? Any opposed? Motion carries. 
>> OK, item 15A is also a sponsorship request. This is a request from the Florida sheriffs youth Ranches Association for their*statewide virtual golf term and held in May with one of the tournaments at a golf course here in Volusia County. This is the first time that Volusia County has been asked to sponsor this. Their request would be specifically for the Barboursville campsite, which would specifically benefit Volusia County parents with free admission to summer camp for their children. 
>> That motion to approve his Johnson. 
>> Second by Lowery. All in favour? Any opposed? Five votes. 
>> Mr Chair, if I could mention going back on the question that the councilwoman posted for tomorrow, it is the Moderna vaccine. 
>> That brings us to item 16 that people have waited for all day. This is for the nominations/appointments to the new short-term rental advisory committee. I'm going to use this same... Ben, I see you. I will get to you in a second. I'm going to use the same rotation that we used for roll call. Go ahead? 
>> I have seen several. It does not affect me or you, but I have seen several people talk about that it is kind of closed voting for them about picking. I would make a motion that we allow any of our counsel people to pick from anywhere in the county. 
>> Second that. 
>> I agree 100%. I did not like it when we did it, but that is what the Council agreed upon. I think that make it easier for everybody to select a good person. Motion by Johnson, second by Post (?). Any councilperson can nominate somebody from any area of the county, correct? 
>> Correct. 
>> All in favour? Any opposed? OK, before I call for nominations, did you all want to speak to this? Is your name appear for a nomination? Michael? 
>> I can see Charissa looking at me. (Laughs) Just for clarification, what I understand what just happened is that you are moving the requirement that for District Council members, the Elector must reside in your district. The other requirement that at least five of the seven must reside in (inaudible) areas would still be intact. 
>> That is my understanding. 
>> It is also my understanding, Mike, that if they follow the PL DRC method that the chair and Mr Johnson would have to appoint from the unincorporated area of the county. 
>> OK. That was my understanding as well. Ben? 
>> (Inaudible) 
>> Ben Johnson? 
>> (Inaudible) 
>> Doctor Lowry? 
>> I'm going to ask to wait on mine because of this change. I only had one, and I was waiting for some others to come in. I would like to have a little bit more time to consider if I could please have an extension. 
>> OK. Next meeting? Would that be good? Heather Post? 
>> Joseph H. 
>> Joseph for Heather Post. That is alright, we will take time to catch up. Joseph is on the second page, second column. Danny Robbins? 
>> Scott S. 
>> Ronald Scott for Danny. I can see the wheels turning. Are you ready, Billy? 
>> Yes. Wendy Rowan. 
>> Barbara is not here. I will nominate Krista Goodridge on page 1. 
>> We have two more. 
>> Next meeting, we will do Barb and Fred Lowery. We do have a number of people who wanted to speak on this issue. They probably would have preferred if they could have spoken before we nominated, but I will go in the order that we have them here. Richard Feller and Wendy Rowan. 
>> Good afternoon, counsel. I think everybody would have liked to have spoken before the nominations, which is perfectly fine. You have the information in front of you. That is good. I'm excited about the Council. There are a lot of similarities between anti-short-term rental and for-short-term rental. Lots of people have businesses from home, like LLCs. Rental photography, right down the street from me. Redman consulting, home address, South Atlantic. There a lot of home businesses in Volusia County. 

The discussions about this should be helpful, because I think one of the arguments is that they do not want to commercialize the neighbourhood. However, every one of them owns a business in the neighbourhood. There are also more similarity. I know all of my neighbours. Every one of them is here. (Laughs) I am fearful of my neighbours. They want nice and quiet. (Name) will not even come to these meetings anymore. She was always with me. 

We have a lot of similarities that we can go over. As I look at this and wonder how this counsel will come up with certain information, there are a few things that strike me as things to consider. Everything that is going to be discussed will be helpful if you want to regulate short-term rentals. At the start of that is to either allow them or disallow them. I do not quite understand how this counsel is going to move forward, because in my mind, are we supposed to be determining the short-term rentals and whether they are good for Volusia County? I do not think that Bill Redmond, Krista, and a bunch of people... I think that is what people elected you guys to do. Maybe I'm wrong. I would loved to be able to help give information. I'm sure we will. I know I have shared lots of information with you, as has everybody else in the group. 

You know, I hear a few other things here. I think people speak about certain things when it means something to them, so I heard some instead of today and say, "We staved off annexation three times! We are doing that!" When you voted to stay the enforcement, one of the first email was from Ricky Schrader to the city counsellor. "We want to annex!" It always works in favour when you try to go for what you want. 

At the end of the day, I think this counsel will be helpful, but the Florida legislator is not going to go for that. I'm sure you guys have been watching that as well. It will not pass. April 30 is coming. May 4 is in two weeks. Hope it is on the agenda. Thank you very much. 
>> Wendy Rowan? 
>> Hello. I did not know I was (inaudible). I just wanted to speak, essentially, about some behaviours and actions that have been demeaning at the past meetings. None of them are me, but I would like to speak up for some other people. Some of them are about staff. Heather, you had a problem about them collecting taxes if they were legal taxes. But the paperwork and process that they are filling out is the same paperwork and process that would be filled out for any rentals that were under six months and one day. When they are taking it, the same people that fill it out for three months, they do that, or a 30 day rental for somebody that wants to be here for a month. I do not think that staff as were all the addresses are. 

The same thing comes in with the taxes when we hear a dollar amount that comes in from short-term rental taxes. Short-term rental taxes are for under six month rentals. It is all the snowbirds that come in here for a couple of months. They are legal taxes, and they are also short-term rentals that are in legal areas. Those taxes are all bundled into that number. It is not all illegal area short-term rentals that are providing these hundreds of millions of dollars of taxes. I just wanted to get that out there. 

Another thing was taking photos of houses and people with luggage and trying to talk to renters, that that was harassment. The unfortunate part is that the reactive code... That is what we were told to do by (inaudible) enforcement. They said, "You need pictures, dates, times on the stands, when these people are coming and going." Exterior photos have been taken off of AirBnb. If you look, all the exterior photos are gone, so you cannot look at that and say, "It is this house," unless you know it really well. You cannot do it this way. People are being forced to do a different ways. It is even written in the contract... These people were put in the position to do these things. 

The third thing is that somebody had talked about (inaudible) construction being hypocritical because they built a house for somebody and then said, "You cannot short term right." Contractor's job is not what you are going to do with the house when they build it. I have lived next to Ricky for 20 years. We do not have the same style of dealing with things. We do not see eye to eye on many, many things, but I also worked for him for six years. He build a quality house. 170 comes in there, it is the contractor's To build a house that meets all the codes, not how you use it. That is all. 
>> Steve? 
>> Hello. I am Steve Murray. I own a vacation home but live outside the county. Since he last had the pleasure of hearing me speak in front of you, you voted to approve two questionable motions. First, you reneged on the deal to suspend motions until May 1. Second, you prohibited some of the voices – my voice in particular – from being heard on the advisory committee. Well, it is too late to repair the harm that you have caused by the violation reversal, so let's talk about the other subject. Taxation without representation. 

Taxation without representation... Where have we heard that before? I think that is what America calls the American Revolution, right? Did we learn that in history class? I'm paying a whole lot of taxes in Volusia County, probably four times as much as the people sitting behind me. You do realize that is just not American. Here is a challenge: unless you support the proration of my property taxes commensurate to the amount of time that I vacation at my home in Volusia County – since you might favourite use fees, Mr Robbins – maybe he would consider that. I only use it one weekend a month, maybe two weeks out of the whole year, my property taxes would be a lot less. I do not use the roads as much as Ricky, and I do not use any of the schools. Why should I be paying all those taxes on my vacation home? I'm not going to hold my breath for that. That was just a hypothetical. 

I'm going to challenge you to make another motion. Ben Johnson, I was surprised at your motion. I liked it. It was a step in the right direction. It is not a step far enough. I'm going to challenge somebody to make a motion to rectify the injustice of unreasonable residency objections placed on the advisory committee. Maybe when I'm done, somebody can do that. That is a challenge. Again, I'm not going to hold my breath. 

Short-term rentals are an important economic benefit for all of Volusia County. The vast majority of the opposition is the (Name) beach cabal. Look at the signs! They littered the road from turtle mound and South Atlantic all the way to Canaveral seashore. Can you read that message on them? 
>> (Inaudible) 
>> You can? Exactly! That is the message to the tourists and the visitors. "You are not welcome here. You are not welcome in Volusia County." You will not see the signs in front of businesses on 44, Flagler, or Canal Street, because the owners and employees of those businesses know where their paychecks come from. It is not necessarily from all the retirees, me included. It is from the tourists and the visitors, people who want to come here and join us. You talked about cash flow and business, Danny? Don't get rid of short-term rentals. 
>> Thank you. Tony, are you still here? 
>> Good afternoon. Tony, Silver Sands. I had said I would not going to speak today. I'm trying to step back, but I have just heard too much today. You get what you get for the next two minutes and 49 seconds. 

I just want to start out by saying that I think when I speak, I speak for a number of people who live in Silver Sands. We are not opposed to short-term rentals in legal tourist zones where it has been legal for years and years and years. I was a little concerned earlier today, the gentleman from Earl by the Sea. I think they have legal rentals. I do not think it is illegal, and we do not have anything to do with them unless you change the code. 

If you change the code, they are going to be living with (inaudible) rentals, OK? Basically, what happens is that anytime, anywhere. That is what happens. Mr Brower, the other day, I read an article that the (Inaudible) Beach observer interview on April 8, and you stated there were 7352 unique short-term rentals on all these platforms in Volusia County, and you also went on to say that there were 2000 illegal short-term rentals. That was in the article. It is what you were quoted saying. 

I did a little research and found out there are 216,000 households – that comes from the Census Bureau – in Volusia County. I could not find out how me households were in unincorporated Volusia County. If you look at that 2000 number and compare it to the 264,000 households, we are talking about .01% of the population that is doing short-term legal rentals. I do not understand why you're spending this much time and effort. We are all just asking for you to leave the code alone. If you want to do a short-term rental, buy in any one of hundreds of condominiums that are legal. Buy from Newsom on the beach. You can do it in any areas that are tours zones. 

Finally, a personal request. Which somebody please approve the minutes to these meetings and put them on the website? As I prepare to come to these minis, I noticed that nothing has been posted since the December 15 meeting. I understand it is a involved thing. It is prescribed, approved by legal, etc. It is almost impossible to find emotion, read through it, and understand it with the close captioning transcript. Thank you. 
>> Thank you. Jeremiah? 
>> Jeremiah, (Inaudible) Beach. I own a vacation rental. You spoke to me a few times. When you told me you were going to do this committee for short-term rentals, I was excited, because I thought this would be a great opportunity to bring people together. At this time, you had a stay of enforcement in place. I thought that now there was a team that was going to make folks come to the table in good faith and negotiate. Doctor Lowery, you brought it up when it was not on the agenda and completely voted to disregard what you had said the week before or two weeks before. So now, we have a committee that does not have that team behind it to actually come up with some real commonsense solutions. 

So, I was actually saying that even in spite of that, you have people from both sides. You have two sides to this issue. You have homeowners who pay taxes on the side that live there full time. You have homeowners who pay taxes do not live there full time. These are the two competing parties. Yet, you voted to say that the people on one side do not get a say on this committee. It is unjust. I do not think that this committee is going to do much. 

... 

That is thousands of dollars. They are photographing me and my wife.

>> We will have a budget shortfall. I know some folks here are worried about that. I share the sentiment also and low hanging fruit and short term rentals taking tax revenue and completely disregarding it and is money there for there for the taking to use. Thank you. 
>> John. 
>> I just want to say one thing with the people right here. These are law breakers right here, these people. They are breaking the law renting by the wobbling by the week and day. You are coddling them. These are law breakers that have been breaking the law since 2004. They are coming up here like we have been doing this okay and doing doing this all okay and complaint driven and that is what we are doing and enforce the law this guy rents by the week and he represents by the day and he rents by the week and $45 a day you can stay at Richard fellows house breaking the law. What are we doing with this? You said if they were unlicensed you would help do this. They were unlicensed on third paragraph of application it says check with county or city for requirements what are they? 30 days 30 days or longer. Is it not? 
They have a license from the state but are not not they are breaking the law in our county coming up trying to take something away from them. We have had it for years and years and years and bringing to forefront and he can bring with him. 
>> Airborne. 
>> Ic Ricky. 
>> -- all these short short-term rentals don't don't live in Val Oescha councy and I can find that live in volOescha councy live in 2 and three units 3 units and live in one and rent out the others and they have been breaking the law. I have something to bring up promotion and put an end to this and support people of volOescha county and the signs 250 of them in volOesch in Volusia and one went to homesVolusia councy live in 2 and 3 units and live in one and rent out the others and they have been breaking the law. I have something to bring up promotion and put an end to this and support people of Volusia county and the signs 250 of them in Volusia and one went to homes is 
. 
You are trying to run down our communities our whole country is going to hell. You know what? 
All we have is a little down there and to fight for and we are going 
to do that. 
Mike palm PEo you know what his mother told him we went to West point. She said don't let them wear you down. You are a blinder. That is what we will what we will do wear you down. You picking on this man here. You want effort? LiarPompeo you know what his mother told him we went to West point. She said don't let them wear you down. You are a blinder. That is what we will do wear you down. You picking on this man here. You want evidence? Liar. 
-- you lying SOB went on and said that redman and I. 
>> No more of that. 
>> Got it. 
>> Paid deb Denny's. 
>> Officer in the back? 
>> Take you in the back. 
>> Yeah. Take me out. 
>> Taking me out I will tell you you lying son of a bitch. Go on Facebook 
. 
Lying Sun son of a beach. 
>> There you have it. 
>> Thiefs. Thiefs. 
>> All right. That takes us to item 17. 
>> Mr. Chair, I'm sorry. I don't even remember his name. Can we just trespass him from meetings? Is that feasible? 
This happens every meeting. Is that an option. 
>> He has done enough we don't need him here. 
>> I mean, enough. Good heavens. Every meeting we tell him not to do it and doesn't matter. 
>> Doesn't matter what side of the fence you are on that is unacceptable behavior. 
>> Right. 
>> He shouldn't He shouldn't be here I don't care what side of the fence you are on. No excuse with that. No. I agree I agree 100% he shouldn't he shouldn't be allowed in the in the chambers 
. 
Basically you start start that and could end up with a fist fight in here. I guess we will get told. 
>> So -- 
>> Michael Dyer, we will talk about that. George, you want to -- 
>> How do we handle that? 
>> George and I will talk. 
>> Okay. 
>> Mr. Chair, Mr. Chair Brower before we move we need to vote on the 5-motion slate. I don't remember. 
>> We didn't vote. 
>> Okay. For the record for Mr. Lowry and Mrs. [Indiscernible] when she comes back and filing PRD model next two nominations should be from unincorporated to fulfill the slate of unincorporated and incorporated to put it on the record. 
>> Okay. 
>> Mr. Chair, I would like to go ahead and restate appointment to make sure I go the I go the it correct. 
>> Thank you. 
>> Mr. Brower appointed clefta good rich and Mr. Johnson appointed [Indiscernible] and -- Mrs. Wheeler appointed Wendy Rowen and Mrs. Postappointed Joseph H. As Russ said Lowry and Mrs. Girtman their appointments will be on next meeting and needs to be on unincorporated area of the county. 
>> That isChrista good rich and Mr. Johnson appointed [Indiscernible] and -- Mrs. Wheeler appointed Wendy Rowen and Mrs. Postappointed Joseph H. As Russ said Lowry and Mrs. Girtman their appointments will be on next meeting and needs to be on unincorporated area of the county. 
>> That is correct. 
>> [Indiscernible]. 
>> Okay. All right. Let's Let's vote on that slate of five nominees 
. 
We can do them all together all in favor say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? 
>> Next meeting we will have nominations from Mr. Lowry and Mrs. Girtman. 
>> Chair, can you tell me who motion and secondary was for that vote? Make a motion to approve slate and chosen? 
>> Motion by Mr. Wheeler. We still have two? Okay. 
>> Second by Johnson. 
>> Okay. 
>> Item 17 appointment to business relations committee. 
Okay. I probably don't don't have to read this. I will. County council shall appoint a committee member who shall make one nomination and at-large member and county chairs shall make two nominations and elector doesn't have to reside within the council's's member's's district. We will have at least one that will be pointed later later most likely 
. 
There is not enough names on here for the number of people required 
. 
I'm -- so, I'm going to go last. We -- we will just follow role call the way the way we had it. We will start with you, Ben. 
>> Sure. 
>> [Indiscernible] Hester and Steve Crump. 
>> Dr. Lowry? 
>> We need a lady on there to keep them fellows in line. Sandra Boyd. 
>> And Heather Post? 
>> Tim Smith. 
Danny Robins and Alexander Pinnaulta? 
>> I will do general Feezer. 
We have a -- can I get a motion to accept this slate this slate of them? 
>> Can we have -- read the names one more time, please. Yeah. 
>> Before we vote. 
>> You have a motion by Fred and second by Post. If you want to read the list again and we will vote. 
>> Mr. Johnson appointed Bill hefter and Steven Crump. Mr. Brower appointed Gerald Pfizer and held his second nomination and Mr. Robins appointed Alexander Pinnaulta and Dr. Lowry appointed Sandra Boyd. Mrs. Girtman will come back at a future meeting. 
>> That is correct 
. 
All in favor of the slate of nominees say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? 
>> Okay. 
Item 18 for you is the at large appointment for affordable housing advisory committee. 
>> Mark billings. 
>> Do I have a motion to accept Mark billings? 
>> Second. 
>> Fred Lowry and second all in favor say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? 
>> Yay. 
>> Item 19, Chair and district four appointments to the children and family's's advisory board. 
Two-year terms. 
>> And I will do TBAN edge Wilson 
. 
This brings us to the final appointment of the day. I will nominate Richand Rich Richard England. 
>> Mr. Chair is there a motion on that? 
>> Yes 
. 
Nomination is Richard England. All in favor. 
>> Aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? 
I understand we don't need -- we are not going to yet. County manager? 
>> Yes. Just a couple things 
. 
I wanted to confirm. October there was no previously scheduled workshop and we will be able to easily 
do the. 
The other thing with Robert on the line and having listening sessions and you will recall the forever program. It requires some management 
. 
There is something for that. I will be bringing forth forth changes to the org chart to account for that. 
There will likely require an ordinance change 
. 
I will bring that. I will meet with you and let you know what we are thinking and I just need to bring that forward you to. If not the next meeting the meeting thereafter. 
>> I have 23 things to ignore. I'm done. 
>> Heather Post? 
>> I have a couple things. 
>> Can I have a couple minutes. . Adjourn the meeting without going over the last two moments Mr. Brower for family advisory board, I believe you have two appointments and think you only made one. Just -- 
>> I did only make one. I have a second one. Do I need a nomination -- do I need a motion to make my second appointment. 
>> Yup. 
>> Move approval. 
>> Absolutely. 
>> What No. Number way What number was that? 
>> 19. 
>> Correct. 
>> My second nomination is Charles Mosquitz. 
>> Motion to approve. 
>> Lowry makes a motion to approve. Heather, did you make a second? 
All in favor of Charles Charles Mosquitz say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? What else, carissa? 
Okay. Heather Post, want to continue? 
>> Sure. 
>> The first thing was that I drafted a letter. I have been getting lots of input from businesses in Volusia county and we heard mentioned several times today that all of the help wanted signs out in the community and I have had businesses come to me with the compliant the complaint, I guess you would say 
. 
They just can't get the employees 
. 
You know, people are even doing interviews and not showing up. They just can't get employees meaning they shorten hour ores close down 
. 
It is really putting ow our businesses at risk and is not just happening in our county but happening, you know, I have seen in Brovard county and Flagler county and have talk today businesses there as well having these issues and drafted a letter to the governor about survival of small businesses it is short I will read it quickly you have a copy Dr. Governor deSandtis to point us in the -- however, there is a subsequent crisis on the horizon one that will impact communities for years to come if not urgently addressed and understand and appreciate safety nets put into place during and immediately following the quarantine as so many were out of work for a for a prolonged period of time 
. 
However, those are the same programs causing small businesses to close or shorten hours because they are just large enough ohm employees 
. 
Help wanted signs and no hires reporting to work it is easier and in many cases cheaper to stay unemployed. I ask you to help us find a viable solution issue. Our businesses continue to rally through impacts of the pandemic but to ask part of that rally to be competing with our government is too much 
. 
I have drafted this letter and will mail this out tomorrow 
. 
I wanted to show it to council. If anyone would like to attach their name, that would be fantastic 
. 
It is going out tomorrow 
. 
So -- 
>> I think that would be be good from all of us. I'm okay with it. 
>> I would absolutely welcome it. Anyone on board, let haysel know, I guess. We will get it together. 
>> Anybody not want to sign it? 
>> Okay. 
>> Cool. 
>> What is that? 
>> Can I ask for a for a clarification so I understand? 
>> Sure. 
>> I think I have the gist but want to make sure. Is this addressing any of our programs? 
>> Negative. 
>> Unemployment? 
>> This -- I actually talked with staff and talked with economic development with Helga. 
>> Okay. 
>> In regards and told her I was doing it as well. Just the fact that the state has been offering the unemployment, which is great, during Covid 
. 
We have been offering bale outs basically and assistance to the businesses that is not actually helping the end game. 
>> Correct. 
>> We have the end game and are pouring money into both ends and are hemorrhageing and hoping that the that the governor will address 
that. 
I know that a number of countyies are hitting this from all angles and would love for him to hear about this from our county as well. 
>> Okay. Making sure that we weren't that we weren't doing anything. 
>> No, no, no. 
>> State programs like unemployment. 
>> Yes. 
>> Okay. 
>> You didn't want to get a copy of the letter? 
>> You could have it. Okay. 
>> I mean, to you. Nevermind. 
>> You can sign it too, George, if you want. That would be great. Okay? 
>> Okay. 
>> So, speaking of economic development, Helga has been wonderful lately and met with a couple of the business owners in my district that has been very helpful. I greatly appreciate our time and we met with the state secretary with Department of Transportation came in town the other day 
. 
I met with them. I think that was a very good meeting to try to work towards them and some solutions for us 
. 
I wanted to say that I have made an appointment and been asked by several citizens about the river to see TPO B-pack committee that is the bicycle pedestrian advisory cometee. I made the appointment. I'm still looking for an alternate. If anyone would like to be an alternate on the bicycle pedestrian committee, let me know from our district. I would love to appoint you. 
Also, is tad still here? Did I see him? Could you possibly give an update on hybrids or make sure next meeting if we could have an additional up date on high bridge park to have that on the record? That would be great. Thank you. 
>> I want to interject. Also, I don't I don't think he took a vote. 
>> Oh, there he is. 
>> What we discussed if you could put it on the record for the high bridge update, that would be fantastic. 
>> Yes, ma'am. After the last meeting I was eyeballing to provide more information and high bridge has multiple parts to it we discussed last time bathroom that was a project that was ongoing and issues with the peer under the bridge damaged during the hurricanes delayed over a certain period of time and worked with FEMA to get additional money to mitigate and approve that and that is complete now and portion ongoing right now is floating dock that is an improvement to the site that wasn't that wasn't previously there and time off points for boats that that came in through the ramp. That is getting started and moving through the design portion of it and will be moving it into construction. 
>> Timeframe on the process is the big question that keeps getting asked. 
>> Design is supposed to be complete by the end of the month. I'm not entirely sure it will be but we are pushing them to do so and after that we will move to the construction phase and we will do design build but with delay and design we ended up separateing it and will be a construction project after that. We will have to advertise and bring on a contractor and that usually can come back to you all and that is usually about three to 4-month process and on-boarding we work with them what schedule will need to be and can't give a set timeframe it will be open but making progress. 
>> Looking to expedite where we can? That was quick coming from wherever you were. Thanks. 
>> Is that it? 
>> Okay. Danny Robins. 
>> I have nothing. 
>> Mr. Wheeler and Bob is not here. I will call it a day. 
>> Chair, sorry to interrupt. I probably caused confusion and just for clarification for the record, item 20 I caused confusion for the item I asked for motion on 19 and nomination South east Volusia advertising -- you nominated Richard England. 
>> That is correct. 
>> We need a motion and second and confirmation. We didn't get it. 
>> Notion to approve Wheeler. Second by post. Does that clean up everything for the day? 
>> If you could have -- if I could have clarification on who the second was? I know for your appointment of Charles Mosquitz child and family advisory board -- 
>> Second if I remember right. 
>> Thank you. 
>> You're welcome. 
>> Thank you, sir. 
>> Long and confusing day. 
>> Go to a motion. 
>> Pardon me. 
>> We haven't We haven't voted on the motion, the last one. 
>> Okay. On the -- on the English on the England or ma ma Mosquitz nomination. 
>> We don't need one for him but rich rich England. 
>> All in favor say aye. 
>> Aye. 
>> Any opposed? Loose ends? Thank you. We don't need a motion to adjourn so. 
>> Have a 
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