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Volusia County Council Special Meeting 

SPEAKER: 
OK it looks like almost everybody has a seat. It is very encouraging to see this many people turn out for this important workshop and on flag day. Is your name up there by accident or on purpose? 


We don't have an invocation today but in lieu of it we will have the Pledge of Allegiance in lieu of an invocation. I want to take a minute since it is Flag Day to remind each of us how blessed we are to live in this greatest country in the world and no matter what our differences, no matter what struggles we face as a separate cities, counties the state, the nation, this is really a time to come together. To debate but to come together and to treat each other with respect and to make this place that we live a better place whether it be the nation or Volusia County. We are here today to discuss the future of Volusia County and how we as a counsel with the help, the necessary help of you the public to make this a home where our kids will want to stay and create businesses and jobs. So I am really just glad to see you taking this so seriously and coming out today. Thank you very much. 

Let's stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

(Multiple speakers) 

(Pledge of Allegiance) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Would you please call the roll. 

SPEAKER: 
(Roll Call) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Before I go on I will ask the county attorney Michael, as you just saw we have three council members absent, we barely have a quorum. We have four of us here and no one will be allowed to go to the restroom except for y'all. I will have Michael explain that in a little more detail. 

SPEAKER: 
We do have a quorum which is four members of the total counsel which allows them to take action in order to continue to take action four members must be physically present at all times so if a member has to leave temporarily, the chair will recess the meeting until that member comes back and then they can resume the meeting. To take any action requires just the majority vote of the members present, three out of the four physically present. So don't be surprised if there are temporary recesses if a member has to temporarily leave and come back later. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. All eyes are on you today. (Laughs) 

OK before we get started, well this is to start as we do have some members of the public that would like to speak before we commence. I am always glad to see that. Just call your names in the order that they were turned in. The first is Paul Richardson. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning Council my name is Paul Richardson of DeLand,... for taking proactive measures against an illegal (Unknown term) and (Unknown name) is leading the way of law enforcement. The United States is a Republic, the Rule of law. That is a rule by anarchy. While experiencing a rising time it is nowhere near approaching the apocalyptic levels in California. (Unknown name) has decided to let criminals prey on the citizens there. In one particular city, the people of San Francisco are living in terror as a crime wave is (Indiscernible) senseless. 

The district Attorney, the DA (Unknown name) crime policies didn't sit with the most progressive city in America and that is why he was recalled on Friday. If I remember correctly. But I get having the punishment fit the crime. The main reason we have an appeals process in America... Afforded to the president and governors of these United States. There are some dangerous DAs out there like Mr (Unknown name) that don't believe in prosecuting low level crimes and support that (Unknown term) process. In my book it is a nonnegotiable. 

Some bleeding heart judges, district attorneys and shirts care more about allowing criminals to terrorize the poor working class with impunity than siding with victims of crime. We don't have the recall (Indiscernible) here in Florida. I might not be able to walk well but I can sit on a phone and help motivate other people to make sure they are not elected or reelected. If a soft on crime radical could make it in the most progressive city in America I will not sit idle while they turn Florida into California. 

On a more personal note, (Indiscernible) is some health issues and I am praying for her. This gets better and I hope she returns to us here in Council meetings. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
(Unknown name) Boyd. 

SPEAKER: 
Therese Boyd of Daytona Beach. I want to come before the council and say we are having the special meeting in regards to the growth and development of our county. We have some issues here and it is lopsided in the city and I wish more people were here to vote, I think it is that important. 

I want to discuss quickly during the special meeting some things I think we need to discuss as a County and that is where we have asked the chair, you brought up why we are spending $2.4 million in a courtroom. The courtroom means we are looking to incarcerate more people and we have the third-highest recidivism rate in the state. We need to stop (Indiscernible) the problems and not allow ourselves to look for more people to put in the system. I would like other people to consider, our beach right now, a lot of people are concerned about driving and parking on the beach. If we get two category five hurricanes we won't have to worry about driving on the beach unless we have submarines. I wouldn't suggest that we privatize the beach and allow the sheriff to take over the beach and take off the beach patrol. 

We have a lot of things we can do different in our county and since we are having the special meeting I think it is the perfect time to bring up those suggestions and solutions for you all to consider because the people behind me and not that other people are involved but the people behind me have a very good ear to what I'm saying and actually care about the future of the county in regards to that these are issues that should be discussed. I believe more often in our council meetings. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Suzanne Shiner. (?) 

SPEAKER: 
Suzanne Scheiber Ormond Beach Florida, the issue with girls in the county is that we have developed before our infrastructure has been in place. The land-use changes through the years have diminished the quality of life while raising our taxes bringing us here today. 

In plain English, growth is not paying for itself. Last year the Council said they would review a line item budget looking for cuts and it is June and time to start. 

Here is the list of changes recommended for addressing growth in our county: 
Put a moratorium in place so the rest of the items on this list can have proper planning to be enacted. Increase impact fees. 

Stop upsizing density, and ... Defined as the University of Florida plan. 
Implement all Volusia County scenic Highway plans originally established. 

Establish larger buffers on all scenic highways and environmentally sensitive lands. 

Reverse the decision to allow staff to make decisions on certain zoning changes such as RC zoning and require proper procedures. 

Start questioning whether a development is an HOA and establish higher standard in. How do you tell property owner rights for every single development but ignore HOA law and mandates. 

Raise the percentage of native plants on all developments in the comprehensive plan for the entire county. 

Increase native vegetation in the Indian River overlay (Unknown term) and currently in place. (Indiscernible) tree removal. 

Change the proportionate fair share calculations to increase the amount paid. Requires all testing before allowing septic tank conversion. When your plan is to require wastewater treatment conversion later. 

Use your power to stop the Pioneer Trail and II 95 interchange because supporting bad ideas like this continues to perpetuate sprawl ruining our quality of life. 

I sent more of these ideas in email. I want you to know there are people in the audience today who took off from work to be here and I appreciate their time as well is yours. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Chris (Unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Chris Don, Daytona Beach Florida. I am a native Floridian and relocated here from Naples to escape overdevelopment that took place in the 11 years I lived there. Trips across town that once took me 15 to 20 minutes took 40 to 50 minutes because each signal cycle took five minutes from the increased traffic congestion. Gridlock became commonplace during certain times of the day or usual on certain streets at different times of the year. I made! I moved here thinking I left it behind. Now I experience dÃ©jÃ  vu. 

Once beautiful quiet beaches that once had easy access are now crowded on most days. Litter is commonplace or trash cans are overflowing. I can hear regular traffic noise from my house. It takes me longer for cross town trips. The annual stories of starving manatees, blackberries being destroyed for attacking residents in their neighborhoods and pets being eaten by alligators if not finding one in the swimming pool have become commonplace. Green spaces and (Indiscernible) once familiar are now being cleaned out. Now we face an unbelievable reality of either fracking sewage into our aquifer or discharging into wetland recharge areas to meet state federal water requirements for continued permitting. The greed must stop. It is ruining our communities and quality of life. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Warren Richards. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello representative (unknown name). 

Constitutional capitalism. That is something we have not had in this country for a long time. Your property rights should not threaten or destroy my pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness, by affecting our water. 

Mycelium can be our answer to a lot of our problems. A great introduction to mycelium is the documentary of the wonderful world of mushrooms. That is openly destroyed by clearcutting. We don't introduce back into the environment. 

Mycelium itself can take 30% more nitrogen when it is introduced into the plant system. Having trees, shrubs, groundcover in mycelium, will help take out nitrogen and phosphorus. Mycelium it studies out of Switzerland, can also clump of pharmaceuticals out of our wastewater. These are pursuits that we should be following and introducing into our county, and all cities in Florida. 

Our water is really the only we have here. That is what Florida is about. Our waterways. Our Springs, our beautiful rivers. 

I am a native here. I grew up. It has... it hurts me. There are lakes I grew up on, Sprint field lakes, I grew up and could see 20 feet down, and I now cannot see 2 feet down in that water. This is happening all over Florida. If you do not do something now to change this, we will have nothing left here. 

Thank you. 

BENJAMIN BARTLETT: 
Thank you to everyone who participated. I would like to measure for the record that when you have received, every Council member has received numerous emails. I wanted to mention one from Nancy Vaughn concerning the Green River panel and environmental core overlay. I just want the public to know that each one of the councilmembers has received that letter it is part of the public letter. 

Also several letters from people all around (unknown term). This one from River (unknown name). (unknown name) family. Everyone on the Council member has received that. I just want to make sure that you knew and these, your suggestions, concerns are being considered by each Council member will be considered today. This is not the end of it either. 

So, you have numerous other requests to speak for item 1, which is the only item we have. So, I think maybe before we do that, Play, would you introduce the topics format of the day, and that we will open it up again? There are quite a few people who would like to speak. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you very much. Clay, director of yours management. Me today is Ginger Dare-- Ginger Adair... Leslie Carol McFarland who receives planning indolent services. 

This is a follow-up to April 12 workshop. The point of that is that (indiscernible) requested that staff come back and provide them with an oversight of (indiscernible) process. All of our divisions came forward and identify critical issues that were prevalent in what we see as necessary for change. 

Be it updated technical standards that may be old, or having to do compliance with current changes that occurred at federal and state level. Yes identified items that we have heard concern from, such as low impact development implementation. 

As such, we went through that and identify what we saw as potential steps forward. County Counsel requested that we bring those back for formal action, because again at workshop we cannot take full action, and it does take things like this to poor staff to proceed on with the changes that you request. 

In your agenda packet, there are two items. The first item is a series of recommendations and a tabular form. We broke it down by the divisions, and identified very briefly what the item was. 

We are not looking at specifics today. These are the general concepts that we would take from you, if so directed, and process a way to bring them back to you. 

So, we are not looking necessarily for full refinement today. We are looking basically for proceed or don't proceed, and if there is any specific with proceeding, that he wants to address. 

Our goal would be to go through this list so we can get basically the thumbs up, thumbs down. 

We have also included at the back of your agenda packet a concept of how monkeys would take. There are several items that have very in-depth public review and public comment. One that comes to mind is the evaluation of the appraisal report process. Staff will update all the data that we currently have in our comprehensive plan, go out, meet with residents, have a public outreach, gather input into how our comprehensive plan specifically our future land use map is not necessarily in connection with their vision of how Volusia County should proceed, and then bring it back through the amendment process. 

What you're going to see is we will ask you for direction, and if there is anything in regards to the processing, please clarify what you would like to see done from that perspective. 

With the chair and counsels indulgent, we can go through real quickly, the list of items we provided to you which is approximately three pages, almost 40 items. Some can be very quick, some however might require additional discussion. 

That is how we were hoping to proceed today. 

SPEAKER: 
Can hear from the public first? 

BENJAMIN BARTLETT: 
Before we hear from the public, I have one quick question on the main agenda item. 

Staff is aware of the... important to the County Council, the staff is awaiting the outcome of a grant application for a detailed review, and recommendation for implementation... 

SPEAKER: 
Came forward and requested approval for a grid at the University of Florida to come back so they could do a deep dive in our comprehensive plan and land development regulation so they can come up and work on Volusia specific requirements in regards to what can be done to provide for low-impact development in both the (unknown term) and land development regulations. 

If you don't want us to proceed with that grant, we can cancel the grant application and go forward with whatever you feel is appropriate. We were just seeing that Pierce Jones who made a presentation at the April 12 meeting, provides a great deal of information and background in regards to the expertise in low-impact development. 

We saw that could be something done in a process that would engage the public, make sure there is proper education, and be able to come up with something that was amenable to the property owners, environmentalists, staff, to you. 

However, if that is not where we want to go, or not looking to utilize the program for resource environmental efficient communities, we can do so in whichever way you want us to do. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
If several councilmembers want to speak now. What I concerned about is we look at the schedule and this has not started till 2023. We have a full house here. This is perhaps the main topic that everyone is open to hear on. Specifically some of the land use attorneys and development committee that is here. 

I doubt if they want to rush it either...Development manual that I think I have sent to staff and councilmembers. We will continue this when we hit that topic. I just wanted clarification for the public to know why you recommend that. 

Barbara E. Girtman. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, chair. (Indiscernible) 

SPEAKER: 
$75,000 is the grid. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
OK. That is the expectation of the cost of assessment? 

SPEAKER: 
Plus your staff (indiscernible). 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I feel like that chair, with as much as we put out, there is a way to hopefully address that and not delay. I think it is a critical concern. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Ben F. Johnson. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
We have people who can give us information study. We are talking about the future of this county. We are talking about the environmental community in the property owners. I'm not comfortable doing anything that is just want to be railroaded through, and not looking at all aspects of it, and looking at everybody that can help us with this, and not just taken. We want to do something to do something. 

You are looking at a lot of stuff. I will repeat it over today again. The things we cannot do too fast. If we do, are taking a chance of a major liability in the future. You have state laws that tell us what we can do, and none of us are versed in all of that. That is why we have our attorneys and staff to help us with this, and at the end it falls on our hands. In the meantime, I want to see all of that. I don't have any intentions of just making a move to make some people happy. I'm going to slow this thing down and make sure we do it correctly so when they are finished, is something that last for five or 10 years, and not in a court somewhere. 

(Applause) 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I would ask please, don't clap. Either side, clapping or booing. It is not proper. I appreciate it, but I think we need you hold. If you like that, smile. I would rather you not collect or boo.-- Clap. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Been, I don't believe I suggested a railroad for the County Council members. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
(Indiscernible) I don't believe you said (indiscernible). 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
They attended a workshop that Pierce was greatly involved in last year. Pierce was here, and made a presentation last year. We are not known for railroading. We are known for dragging things out until you can't â€“ until you lose the opportunity. 

One of the several speakers that, we have to get on the water issue. We don't have an infinite amount of time. I am suggesting that we not put things off by another year, without taking any action. 

The action would be to go through the resources to study it, not to say today, OK that is what they've means. That would not be hard to do. We do have the information. It is not that complicated. It is a benefit to developers in the residents that live here. 

Dana Robbins. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
The keyword is implementation. I have to agree with (unknown name) on this. We also have three members here that are crucial and represent various areas of this county that can bring different perspectives-- 

We hit on it last week when it came to clustering development, and whatnot. Smaller lots, keeping more water on properties, but identifying who else uses the thing before we jump in. Where else is this actually working in looking at the pros and cons? 

Besides California, New York, Philadelphia, Oregon, some of the states that have high taxes, there are some things that go along with it. That is where some of the stuff is being used. 

We have to be conscious of buffering something forward without getting all the facts first, and getting the full team appear to bring something, or whatever thoughts they have to achieve. 

We don't know the financial impact either of increasing the budget. This is going to cost when it comes to staff, so on and so forth, and also the impacts of the land owner. I think we need to pump the brakes a little bit on this. I don't think we should put it off, Jeff. I agree with you here. 

I think we need to get a few more people appear, all of the facts. I was in that meeting in South Florida with you guys, and there was a lot of things that are not being said, that were also said that meeting when it comes to everything that I'm speaking about. And establishing clear definition in the future. 

SPEAKER: 
I want to make sure I am clear, as you have pointed out we need to be specific about what is going on here schedule wise. We expect to hear about the grant this month. So, up until May 2023 is when the work is being done. So we will get the grant at the end of the month but the heavy lifting will be done by May 2023. The schedule you see on page 1 â€“ 11 is the outreach through the use of either a counsel appointed or staff designated committee. Doing the public outreach. So the technical aspect will be completed over the next several months. That will include going out and talking with a variety of different interests that are here in Volusia County. So May 2023 is when the technical aspects of it will be complete. So then from that time forward we would utilize a schedule or public outreach. I want to make sure it is clear. It is not that we are not going to be just starting in May 2023, with the beginning of it, it will be actually going through the actual public comment process. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK well let's have some public comments on that. I do understand that, I saw it on the schedule and I still see May 2023 which is almost, 11 months from now, if there is any action that can be implemented, I think we can do it better stop I have a memory stick here that has the entire LID manual on it we could go through, that is what we are here for. I think it would come some people's nerves, it is hydrology, it is botany, it is biology and it is the same in every state and community everywhere in the world. It is not different here in Volusia County. Ben Johnson. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I don't believe that was going to put everything on it because there are a lot of things that could come up before the time so you are working on it but correct me if I am wrong but I think there is a lot of things we can take and do as we go along and the heaviest part, the part that is the most complicated is what will fall off till the end. 

SPEAKER: 
What we have shown in our schedule are items we know we can get to quicker and things we feel will take a little more time. So that is why you see in the pages that show the scheduling there, we have identified a timeframe for evaluation appraisal report and changes to the tree standards, wetland standards that are all preceding in 2022 â€“ 2023 and actually out to 2024 working on different items. Whatever you see, again we are your staff, whatever you say is the priority, we will work through and again we are basically throwing out what we see as things we can get to quicker and things we know will take more time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. OK, let's hear from the public and then we will dive into it. And I didn't say this before, everybody did a great job that came up. When you come to the microphone, the (Indiscernible) lifts up and down if you needed to be higher according to your height. I want everyone to be able to hear you, you will have three minutes and there is a timer you will see on the laptop there, on the screen behind me. There will be a very gentle beep at the end of three minutes if you go over and I am sorry for that but we've got a lot of people that want to talk and I want to give everybody a chance to voice their opinion. Lastly, if you would tell us the area of the county you're from, the city, you don't need to give your address, it might not be safe. (Laughs) Just tell us what city you are from. 

With that, Ken Nussbaum. 



SPEAKER: 
Thank you for the opportunity to address the Volusia County Council. On the topic of growth management and permitting. I am Ken Nussbaum chair of the Board of Directors of the Marine discovery center. I represent the 110 member families and the 500 children our and viral campers who we will host and teach the summer. 

The Marine discovery center is celebrating its 25th year of education, exploration and rehabilitation of the Indian River Lagoon to include crucial work by our citizen scientists on environmental biker fibers, water quality, seagrass coverage and funnel indicators. 

The national program has asked the Marine discovery center to participate in a competition to establish a seagrass research facility and restoration hub along with four other centers further south on the Indian River Lagoon. With our collaborators from UCF Stetson and the University of Florida. The Marine discovery center is deeply aligned with measures of environmental protection, to include shock and share, a regional program that recycles oysters to make foundations for oyster reef restoration for which the County Counsel recognized us earlier this year. Thank you for that as well. 

We thank the staff of the county for preparing such detailed and well researched land studies and for providing and proposing uniform rational plan to preserve environmental quality. Quality of life and property rights. 

The Marine discovery center supports protections of spaces that charge our aquifer, protect our trees and provide for a viable and expensive wildlife corridor. 

Because wastewater and storm runoff have such deleterious impact on the Indian River Lagoon, MDC vigorously supports regulating and diminishing storm runoff and the development of bio swells among other emulators have procedures. In many of the environmental organizations here today because of their support for the preservation and education in the community and we see this plan moving in the same appropriate philosophical and functional direction. Thank you for this opportunity to speak in support of such a plan that provides a rich and supportive natural environment as we watch Volusia County growth and evil. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Melissa Lammers. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning chairman, Council members and manager and vice chair. My name is Melissa and I live in Ormond by the sea. Thank you for scheduling the April 12 workshop on girls. It was the right thing, the right response to the widespread concern in our community about how we are growing and the implications growth has for our quality of life. Thank you to staff for the amazing work you did to pull together so much information and presented in a way we could follow. And again thank you counsel for instructing staff to come back with an action plan to eat the elephant and tackle all the items that surfaced in the workshop. 

Some things that haven't been examined for 30 years or more. Staff has thoroughly presented the plan. First and foremost I urge counsel to accept and approve the action plan including seeking a diverse panel of citizens to continue to prioritize and find solutions for the growth challenges we face including many of the ideas that my fellow citizens have brought before you today. 

On April 12 I also ask you to increase protection for the environmental overlay or ego by elevating it from the comprehensive plan where it is now. To the Volusia County home Rule charter. Ego contains ecosystems and environmentally sensitive lands essential for health and well-being and therefore we are warranted greater protections in general but specifically if they are annexed into a municipality as it only applies now to incorporated Volusia County. We can have smart growth without ego. 

You can protect equal land right away, right now by making it specifically the original map A part of the minimum standards under chapter 50 of the court of ordinances. I urge you to do this to protect drinking water and habitat connectivity and an ability to implement smart growth. Very late last night I found out that the St. Johns River water management intends to surplus more than 1600 acres in the Volusia conservation corridor. Precisely to protect environmental lands. 

This change, this surplus income wasn't vetted with partners and you will recall that Volusia looks to the state of Florida and looks to the water management district as a partner in sensitive land acquisition. Some of the parcels that are on the line for surplus in were purchased or were in partnership deals with water management District to leverage protection of larger conservation areas. If the district doesn't want the land they should convey to the county. The wildlife corridor is a priority from the legislature, if so how can land that is in it no longer be needed for conservation. 

Thank you. Please protect the equal core overlay and look at the St. Johns River (Indiscernible). 

(Bell rings) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Rob (Unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning Rob Bernard Ormonde by the sea. Vice chair of the Ormonde scenic movement and trail (Indiscernible). We join other individuals and organizations in thinking the Council and County staff for its growth management workshop in April and the follow-up special meeting today. 

We owe its existence in part to the save the loop struggle in 2002 and 2003 to minimize as much as possible the impact from the plantation Oaks development on old Dixie Highway. We formed in 2005 with the idea that the state, state scenic Highway and national scenic byways designation my temper the character of future development. 

In the scenic heart of the Ormond loop which has been treasured for its rural and scenic character at least since 1935 when the Daytona Beach news Journal reported a local church youth group had held a Halloween hayride around the loop. Safely assuming readers would know what it was. 

Our success and conditioning development in the heart of the loop by moral (Indiscernible) has been mixed. But we see an opportunity to do better flowing from what direction you give to staff today. Suggestions include incorporating recommendations from 1000 friends of Florida, such as strengthening the core overlay and putting it into the County charter and also for example, adding low impact development practices into the land development code and enhancing the environmental minimum standards and increasing protections for trees, wetlands and their buffers. Of particular importance along the loop. The OS LT hopes the Council make the most of the good staff work done here and at prior workshops including forming a green ribbon citizen advisory committee and looks forward to providing input as the process moves forward. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
(unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning everybody. I am Jenny Zach. I am affiliated with a lot of the groups in this room, but I'm speaking today as an individual. 

I am a fiscal conservative. I am a hard-core environmentalist, and I am a firm culture designer. 

Actually, one of the reasons why I voted for Jeff Bauer, was I knew he was into horticulture (?). I hope it is OK to refer to a councilmember. I only have positive things to say. 

When it comes to our lives, protecting the biosphere in which our life depends, there is no us and them. There is only us. Developers are up. All residents are us. Future would be residents are us. Farmers experiencing pressure on their land and maybe being put out of business, that is asked. Farmers who are ready to retire and get some retirement money, that is us as well. 

I upload all my colleagues in this room who are pushing for low-impact development, use of native plants, all these things. The good news I have, is that there are many examples at this point now, we have many examples right here in Florida. In Volusia County. 

We have expertise on low-impact development, expertise on use of native plants, we have all these coalitions. I took so many webinars during the pandemic that it felt like mini grad school. I thought my head would explode. 

I know how to mitigate development. Sustainable human developments. It is making the human environment sustainable, equitable, just, meeting people's needs, so that the rest of creation has a room in which to exist. 

We have actually... we do have plenty of water. If you knew somebody who is making $1 million a year and they were always broke, would you say they need more money, or would you say they need some financial counseling? 

We are in that boat with water, and all things we are mentioning are going to help us with water. They are going to help us clean our car, filter our border, protect the wildlife protect the waterways come all back. 

I have also by the way, wild and crazy idea. I wrote all this stuff. It is not going to fit into my few minutes. 

Instead of making developers and builders do landscaping, they are not that great at landscaping. Maybe just get them to give a donation to the Florida native Plant Society chapters, who would then do the native landscaping, and the builder or developer gets a tax deduction. Just a thought. 

I have lots more thoughts, always here to help you all. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Charisse Boyd. 

(Bell rings) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Followed by Wendy Anderson, just so everybody could be ready. Then Charles McDonald. 

SPEAKER: 
OK, so there is a famous saying. "Not everything that is faced can be changed, but not everything can be changed until it is faced." 

I took a picture of all the former elected officials who said these positions. Nobody here wants to admit that we are in your because of their decisions. For decisions that did nothing futuristic the possible. 

We have to think three or. Past, present, future. We have to keep things in mind. People, natural grievances, and infrastructure. Earth does not belong to us. We belong to the earth. We are not to get more land. The water is where it is. As we continue to overgrow in overpopulated, we are making it hard for that little boy back there in his future. We are making decisions without understanding. 

I understand your hesitation, however we are at a point where we, we all have access to resources, and we are not going to diligence and research outside of the hours in here, but what I am saying is that is so critical. To say we do not have enough people, it is their choice to whatever purpose they have here. We cannot suffer and wait because other people do not see the importance of this. 

There will never be true justice in understanding things that affect people until they unaffected are affected. Today, I am asking that you listen and make the equitable and logical decision, and not repeat the mistakes of our forefathers who are living in their sins already. We have the technology they didn't have. We have the understanding, research, and resources. 

The only thing we need is going to free of you all to say yes. 

Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Wendy Anderson. 

SPEAKER: 
Chairman Brower, Vice Chairman Groopman--Girtman. I was going to bring you to resolutions from the soil conservation District this morning to reach you, but I have decided I will email them to you so you have them in your records for review. They are both about using L ID and protecting the wildlife corridor. 

I want to speak to you today as an individual. As an individual has a lot in the last year and 1/2,... Which serves the entire County. I have learned that the County and the cities probably need to work better together in these regards. So, the soil and water district, we serve everybody. We cannot just serve the unincorporated areas or municipalities. Here is a three things. 

... Is three bigger ideas. My three ideas are this. 

Do not do this revision of your land development, regulations, or your comp plan in isolation from Volusia County's municipalities. You need to return to the strategies of the earlier part of this century, and develop a regional plan that all the cities in County will follow, and then follow it. 

Do not allow the cities to set up different rules, and create competitive playing field between the cities that developers can leverage to their advantage. 

Number two. Do not let the developers know their attorneys are engineers defined rules. Do not rely much on expensive consultants. It would be great to have Doctor Jones return and help us do this down in the needs hard work in revising our LDR's. 

We have very smart people in this room in County Court ready, and prepared to work very collaboratively with Doctor Jones in August, to do this fine-grained work rewriting the rules. 

Finally in my last 50 seconds, I just want to say that I'm constantly amazed that have each individual project that developed project that gets proofed, gets approved in isolation. Whether it is approved by a city or county, it gets approved in isolation, without consideration of the ballistic impact of all the good developments in the area that are going to impact the waterways in wildlife. 

I looked at the MLK court from 470 due to ISP on the west side, and the impact that is going to have on blue spring and Lake Helen. I look at the development on LPGA on Highway 40, and the impact it is having, but the downstream on the to Mecca River and (unknown name). We have to look at these things holistically â€“ 

(Bell rings) 

â€“ And work together as agencies to get the right work done. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Charles McDonald Junior. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Man! Good morning, how is everybody doing? It is a pleasure to speak in front of you guys today. 

I am hearing a lot of people talk about the environments and stuff like that. That is great. You know, I care about the environment just as much as anyone else does. But, I think they are glossing over the bigger issue that underlies this topic. 

That is individual property rights of the people inside of (unknown name) Inc. Volusia County, which is myself. I live inside of (unknown name) Inc. Volusia County. 

Looking at the setbacks, you are telling landowners that they couldn't use an extra portion of the property, when they already have a very large setback in general. Much larger than the cities that exist. For instance, the case of the last meeting, you are showing the overview, and there are setbacks of 50 feet on the County person's property, and import just a setback 25 feet. 

The problem is not with the county, the problem is with the city. I will go back to what the previously before me said, the County Counsel needs to coordinate with the other municipalities if they want to be something right. 

I would also encourage you guys setting up here, who we have entrusted our rights to, to respect our rights and about us to do what we do on our property, because it is our right. It is also important that I do agree to further environmental causes, but maybe you should consider doing something in terms of tax rebate, or some sort of financial incentive if that's what you want to get done. Don't just enforce it. That is not the way to go about doing this. That is definitely not the proper way. 

I would just highly encourage you guys up there, that we have entrusted with our rights, to not infringe upon them, and don't punish citizens of unincorporated Volusia County for problems that truthfully, they exist more inside the city limits, it is not our problem. We did not cause that. They did. 

I would also request that you know, delay this. It is something that needs to be looked into further. I mean, $75,000 may not seem like a lot of money when you pass million-dollar budgets, and I can they understand that. As an everyday individual, $75 thousand, out of a taxpayers money, that is a lot of your paychecks. 

Thank you guys, and I appreciate the time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Charles (unknown name) McDonald. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Let me get situated here. 

I appreciate you guys letting us come up and speak this morning. I am here with the (indiscernible). (Indiscernible) generation Volusia County resident. I will move on. 

I am an agricultural property owner here in Volusia County, and I consider myself to be a good steward of the land that I have been blessed to manage. I am a business owner, payment of taxes in Volusia County. 

With this being said, just being the chair, why were we not notified with this? This might not be a big topic for some, but for us landowners, there is a lot that can be here today, quite a few of them major land owners own agricultural property, that this budget they affect. Maybe their kids or their future. I think that we all should be notified if something like this comes forth, that may not be important to some people, but to us. This is our future for our children, and you know, (indiscernible) looked at develop mine, but down the verdict, my kids may want to develop it. These things that are trying to be pushed through is going to make it pretty much impossible for this to happen for them. 

So, I think we need to take a better look by changes (indiscernible), and consider some alternatives, understand what our quality in all the same things that have been said here, we all do that. 

Move on to the stuff I had written down here. 

Jeff, I listened to your podcast, and I understand it just like Mandy's, we have cattle. I raise cattle. It is like Mandy's. We have a problem. Part of that problem is overpopulation. How many cows can put in a pasture? If there are too many cows, what happens? They starve. Not enough grass. 

That is part of the problem there, I think it has got too many of them. You can only put so many counts in a pasture. 

Topics environmental topic, I am going to move on to that. I am totally against every item on that list. You are trying to control growth and (indiscernible) expense. That is a major land right issue with, so I think you really need to look at these topics. 

(Bell rings) 

SPEAKER: 
I'm running out of time. I guess every one of them that is (indiscernible). Y'all would close, and kind of consider our rights. I appreciate it alive so set timer 12 minutes sample for, thank you guys. 

(Bell rings) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Is it Mick (Unknown name)? Wendell de la Rosa? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. I also am a five generation Volusia County resident. I have lived here for over 50 years myself. Even though I am only 30 but... I'm tough on this one because I am actually an environmentalist and I have 34 solar panels on my house and I don't pay a power bill but it cost me $35,000 for the solar to feedback to the grid to the (Unknown term). So I am hard pressed on these issues. I look at it from agate landowner side because I also own thousands of acres and I also own as of this morning 1252 tax deeds, I pay other people's taxes for the County. I am a stakeholder and sometimes it is at a cost but... I have my rights as well and this seems like mob Rule, like let's rush this through. I look at the aquifer and we are coming to the rainy season and I am the only 13 acres on spring garden like that is surrounded by the Federal Bureau of land management and I have offered up up for University of Florida to do studies, water quality studies but what I find is we are doing this in an election year where there are six seats open for these seats right here. So some people politically, have to put on a face or whatever they have to do to get votes or maintain agnostic. I don't like that. I think it should be slowed down, slow the train down and let's get it back on track in 2023 and get a grant for it and not waste $75,000 of County taxpayers, some of my money that pays for this. There are second and third effects. The committee you are talking about who would you pack it with? It sounds like a federal Supreme Court justice, let's pack this court with all the environmentalists. I already have so many restrictions, if I want to put a Benjamite property, I have to jump through 500 hoops to do that. It is ridiculous. We already have it. The standoff ordinances we have are ludicrous so adding more and everyone of you ran on lower government and lower cost. They will rollback this year because it is an election year. Hear what you ran on and stick to it. St. John's management is my last topic, the woman bring it up and read (Unknown name) versus St. Johns River management. They were to them four hundred thousand dollars because they took his property. You can do this to people. Imposing these hopefully there would be a four â€“ zero no vote. 

(Bell rings) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Brian Hammer. Did I get it right? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. I really didn't have a prepared statement. I found out about this at the last minute but as a long-time Volusia County resident and land owner who lives in the resource corridor after 415, I guess my comments are kind of piggyback a lot of what has been said concerning property rights. I have experienced quite a bit of St. John's water management, Department of agriculture, they've all been on my property at one time or another. So I think adding any more regulations, any more setbacks for a person in my position and people like me, would be not advantageous. So I just look forward to further conversation along these lines and have the opportunity to share what has been shared today. So thank you for your time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Gary (Unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Volusia County resident for 50+ years. I am definitely against the proposal or, listen, it is way too big of a picture to have this side against this side. I think the lady had perfect on the situation, the city is a problem going on here. My land is not bothering the water (Indiscernible) I can promise you that. But the regulations we have right now I have a 50 foot setback on my property and I can't do anything 50 feet from an RC corridor. Do you know how far 50 feet is? It is to the parking lot. Can't do nothing with this property. Nothing. So to do anything, any more regulations on the land owner doesn't make any sense to me whatsoever. This definitely has to be tabled and further talks need to be done about this. For both sides of the fence. I don't think we should jump into paying $75,000 to some environmentalists to come down here and show us what we need to do. We have the resources and the brains, we've got more people, the people up here talking are probably as educated as the guy we are going to pay to come down here and tell us what we need to do with the growth plan. I think we need to pull the reins back and really sit back and look at what we need to do with this. I can promise you my land, land owners is not the problem. It is not the problem in one point of this. Why we are here at this meeting. So to change, to make the landowner pay for this, it does make any sense to me at all. I disagree 100% with what is going on and I hope you realize that and we can table it and do further investigation on both sides of it. I think that's where this is going to go and I am full for that. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Clayton Shelton. 

SPEAKER: 
This one? I live in unincorporated Volusia County in New Smyrna Beach and just like the gentleman said, what I do with my property doesn't affect the beach at all. My biggest problem is what it is going to cost. I don't like to be told what to do with my property and that is my personal problem, I understand that but the septic tank issue, who will pay for the inspections every year? Is the county going to pay for that or is it taxpayer money or the people who own it, are we going to have to pay for it? Sanitary is not an option where I live, we don't have it. So I don't agree with what all of it is going to cost and I budget myself all year long to make sure I can pay my property taxes and homeowners insurance and I know a lot of people in here don't have the problem but there are many people like me that do have the problem and we can't afford to raise the taxes an extra $500 per year to cover someone that wants to see the bottom of the Indian River. So that is all I've got to say. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Doctor Arthur (Unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Here in place of Kelly McGee I represent Riverside Conservancy and I resident of Volusia County for 29 years. I live in Edgewater Florida. I am a board director of Riverside Conservancy. I will read the letter from Kelly. Dear Honorable County Council members, thank you for scheduling this special meeting regarding growth management, the Riverside Conservancy is pleased to submit the following recommendations for your consideration. Riverside Conservancy supports the staff recommended work plan and respectfully request that you adopt and implement this scope of work. Additionally we request that you require all coastal development to be a functional part of habitat that is requiring living shorelines. Work with the East coast, East Central regional planning center to adopt resilience helps that is, adaptation action areas. Three: direct staff to draft low impact development standards for inclusion in the land development code. Four, increase protection for trees, wetlands and upland buffers under the minimum environmental standards listed in section 202 in the Volusia County charter. Develop the map A, and you are familiar with it as a minimum environmental standard and six, adopt the recommendations of 1000 friends of Florida particularly adopting their model property rights plan amendments and seven, require all new County facilities to comply with green building and development standards. At the silver level under lead or Florida Green building coalition standards. 

Additionally, please consider immediately funding studies that will provide insights into how groundwater levels are changing. How ideological connections are affecting the quality of water in the aquifers and how low impact design can improve the quality and quantity of our water supply. Sincerely Kelly McGee, excuse me. I will submit these to the clerk. Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak today. Honor the principal that the lady said it is not them, it is all of us. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Ralph Locke. Would you please give the maps to Carissa and it is part of the public record. Thank you for bringing them. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning again Council. I am back up here talking to you. We have been working with you since 2010. We are back here to remind you that we are here to help you. I am the current president of the (Indiscernible) building coalition and we are both Florida natives. We did an outreach I think it was last week, two weeks ago. To all of the city planners and county planners down in South Florida. They looked at our green development standard which is available free and they are all adopting it including (Unknown term) just called and they are getting ready to adopt green development guidelines. I forget how many all over Florida have adopted it and uses this standard. 

SPEAKER: 
The biggest thing is we been introduced to more people here Wendy and Kelly when he was done a lot of educational programs during COVID-19 when everything was on zoom. The biggest thing is that we don't have to create something new. We don't have to spend money to do research. All of our certification programs have been researched, technically looked at, fÃªted by the public. We work with St. Johns River management systems with a member of theirs on the board. The person who created the water star program and the Audubon program. Friendly yards and neighborhood. We incorporated all of those in our certification standards and looked at it. Instead of having to go out research for anything else, you can go online pulldown our standards that are there and look at them and decide whether a major model or not. The thing is not everything is mandatory so if those people have land developments in to protect certain rights and everything else, everything is flexible under the program and it doesn't cost the county, the city or the taxpayers any money. 

SPEAKER: 
This has been around for 20 years and we updated every three years. Any questions we can answer? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We will get through that all the rest of the day, when you give that information to Carissa Greene so it is part of the public record as well. Thank you very much. 
John Baker. Followed by Carrie Carl. 

SPEAKER: 
The morning. John Baker (indiscernible). First I want to thank the Council and staff for the workshop today and in April. I want to thank all of you for listening to us, I want to think staff particularly for having meetings with us when citizens have had concerns about different things. They took a lot of time to meet with us to resolve issues. 

I but I also believe we need to look further. This is a big issue. We need to have decisive measures. I have outlined some of those in a letter to y'all. One I think we need to incorporate the environmental systems core door into the County charter somehow. I think we need to incorporate the 10 principles of smart growth into the charter and into the comprehensive plan. All 10 principles, not just some of them. I think we need to incorporate selective language from a former state 09J5, which is the heart of growth management. Talks about urban sprawl, defines it, has indicators for it, and how to stop it. 

Finally, I think we need to direct staff and the planning board (unknown term), two more presently apply and strictly apply the comprehensive plan. It is the law that every organ you enact and law, you assist into a comprehensive plan. I think that needs to be a little stricter. I am not criticizing staff. They are typically doing whatever they are told. (Indiscernible) in a lot of places. (Indiscernible) within the bounds of the law. 

I am not criticizing. 

We spent 37 years since we had growth management act, and for 11 years, the state has in my opinion, does everything they could to kill those (indiscernible). We have the opportunity here to do something about it. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Carry Carl. Followed by Susie (unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Carrie Carl, I am a resident of the Lamb. I am here as Executive Director for the county Association for responsible development, or VCARD. 

For those listening online but those unfamiliar with VCARD, we are an organization of land development professionals. Our history is tied to the surgeon population growth in Florida, similar to what we are seeing today. Our founders did not come together to fight regulations, rather than to be that perspective of resource of people in the field, who can provide comment on whether regulations are meeting those intended outcomes;. 

For the past couple of years, VCARD has been an active outreach to the community. Many who are here this morning in my consider friends. 

The aim of this dialogue is to understand by mental community wants from development. We heard clearly that look impact development, L ID, is tremendously important, and you have heard it too. We have and focus on solutions for the practical implementation of the sentence. We held a conference in November we brought down Doctor Pierce Jones, from the University of Florida's program for result sufficient community. 

We step (indiscernible) who is also going to write of their regulations to improve morel ID. We have set meetings between major developers and advocates to share hope for future product. It would be VCARD's hope that as you review regulations, (indiscernible) allow public review. 

That you convene a diverse group of stakeholders, not just VCARD, but other groups that love and care about this area. We are fully supportive of this idea of bringing back the staff designated green ribbon panel. 

I am going off script, but I want to add that when we are talking about involvement, talking about places people will live. The places people work and convened to interact as a community. 

I know you have a long day ahead of you, and VCARD remains ready to provide assistance where we can. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Susan Pete's. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello. Good to see you all. Thank you for having us, chair Brower and vice chair Girtman. Susie piece from Deland. 

Happy Flag Day. 

Today we discussed the issue of growth management. Growth must be accommodated for and manage for citizens in natural resources. How do we do that? 

12 is our comprehensive plan went by expert County staff, which follows the laws, anticipates issues, and pitfalls, and was approved by our County Counsel. The other viable tools are citizens. Now citizens are calling out the county staff more and more of what they see as uncontrolled growth via large developments. 

People fill a meeting room to give their opinions, only to be told they arrived too late to listen to. The big problems here are lack of communication, and a lack of education to government processes. Citizens feel in the dark. Objectives of growth happens when they disbar on objecting citizens. Not my backyard, has happened to all of us one way or another. Once we move it, your stakeholders. 

We have selected our home in area becauseâ€¦ Her way. It had personal attribute for us. We wanted to stay the same. What a shock it is to see signs of large development near us. The pink blades, notices, black silk fencing month the first row carved in, trees bulldozed by the hundreds in minutes. 

Thoughts race of the bird and nets, to Mrs, many spiders, snakes, internal toads, native plants, whole ecosystems, collect weights of the developer can have a clean slate to mold. 

It seems heartless, but it is legal to own property, and develop it your own economic benefit. Some are supposed tell us that Holmes should be clustered, so that the best natural areas on the site can be left natural. 

Citizens think growth is not being managed. We feel left out in the dark, and hear that. They are hearing that. 

This is by the creation of the green ribbon panel will help calm the frustrated public. The green Ribbon Panel is a panel of citizens, not all environmentalist by the way, chosen by staff to review those parts development decisions, and gives input, and the panel will be educated about what is in front of them, and feel a part of the decision. Also, I suggest in creating... on my gosh! 

(Bell rings) 

SPEAKER: 
I want you to improve the work plan please. Thank you for your time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Lisa Jamison followed by Jessica (unknown name), followed by Warren Richards. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Thank you for all you do for the Volusia County citizens. I am a citizen of Volusia County. I represent the southeast technology coalition. I come before you today to request that any counsel or committee, or panel that you appoint, have broad representation from stakeholders across the county. Including cities, environmental groups, and various economic development groups, and the private land owner. 

(Indiscernible) (unknown name), recruits manufacturing technology and value-added businesses. We are looking to create jobs for our citizens. Bringing these businesses to our area diversifies the tax base that helps the citizens, increase disposable income which helps the citizens. 

Our average way to Volusia County being that lower than the state average, it removes us to recruit these businesses to our area, and maintain a higher wage, which contributes to the quality of life for all our citizens. 

The last thing we want to do is create many unintended consequences, which would have our current businesses, or those looking to make Volusia County home go elsewhere. 

I encourage you to having a broad spectrum of stakeholders on this panel, and protect the quality of life of Volusia County. Thank you very much. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Jessica (unknown name), and then warned Richards. You can come down and take a seat in the front row if you like. Then we will be ready. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning (unknown name). I am here as an executive board member of VCARD. We are excited to be here to hear the discussion today. I just wanted to touch on my time here in Volusia County has been short. I have been here for four years. I am a transplant. 

What has always maybe feel optimal here is the atmosphere of collaboration between different shareholders, as Carrie said. 

It has been going on a lot longer than I have been around. I think the initial (unknown name) committee had Glenn and Carol to establish the environmental standards. I think what we learned through this is, at our core, we are all people. We live here, work your, and play here every day. We have a lot more in common than we do differently. 

VCARD's collaboration has been far-reaching. I serve as the low-impact development share for VCARD. I know Carrie touch on our outreach program. It was awarded the outstanding education program from the Florida Association this year. 

County staff attended the discussion that was very well attended. We want to thank you guys for participating. I think we have seen major strides in affordable housing by bringing together different sectors. I think we can do the same thing here. 

VCARD is a group of department professionals that want to act as a development resource. We want to come together and find answers to problems that are presented to us, it defines solutions that are implanted. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Were Richards, and then it will be followed by Tara (unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
OK, Florida. If we are going to stay here and drag our feet on LID, then we should be dragging our feet on anymore building permits. These are commonsense approaches. 

By retention facilities, man-made wetlands, this is common sense. We should be doing this already. I love these regulations need to be altered. This right here, we can also happen at this. You can survive without a big account, you cannot survive without this. 

Our lagoon is dead. It is freaking desert. I have been fishing that lagoon since I was a kid. That is due to our management. All of us in this room is due to our management. 

They are simple, common sense approach is. Native landscapes, get rid of the lawn. It is just not rocket science here. It is not like you're doing anything that is going to cost a lot more money. Probably anymore money. It is more about knowledge. That is really what it is about. It is about public information. 

I mean, we already have regulations in place for landscape. We just don't have the right regulations in place. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Sarah Leah Morrison, and Doctor Peter Sigman. 

SPEAKER: 
Greetings Honorable chair and members of the County Counsel, and colleagues. I am Sarah Lee Morrissey, and I am representing the League of Women Voters of Volusia County, as a current board member. 

The goal of Women League Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities worldwide. The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan membership political organization, which act after study, and member agreement to achieve solution in the public interest, on key community issues at all government levels. Engages communities in promoting positive solutions to public policy through education and advocacy. Our local league has had standing growth management and natural resource committees for years. They undertake study of relevant local government and natural resources and environmental protection issues. For advocacy to our board. 

In the past we have supported many initiatives. Adoption and implementation of the comprehensive plan and I'd like you to know that the original comprehensive plan was dedicated to a past league of women voters of Volusia County president. And Volusia County planning Board member (Unknown name). The County councils, the county charters, minimum environmental standards and most recently, Volusia forever and the echo renewal. 

In April of this year, our natural resources committee presented our first in-person general meeting since the pandemic which was a presentation on growth in Volusia and its cities and featured several attorneys, a civil engineer and our colleague VCARD Executive Director Carrie Carl who we heard from. 

Relevant to the current issues at state, the league is concerned about negative consequences of rapid growth throughout the region. More particularly protection of the County charter and its principles which includes the environmental protection standards and protecting the environment while allowing reasonable use of land. Today we want to commend your staff on providing a detailed and informative workshop on April 12 outlining the numerous issues which need to be evaluated and perhaps re-evaluated and updated. They have outlined in ambitious program, schedule which obviously has concerns to some and is not fast enough for others. 

(Bell rings) 

It includes the opportunity for additional review. To that we are anxious to move forward, 

(Bell rings)We would like to participate in your green ribbon panel and hope you will proceed in an expedient and efficient manner. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Doctor Peter Sigman followed by Phyllis Stolberg, and then Glenn Storch. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning I am a retired physician and interested in environmental biology. I am going to argue for a limited impact development or design and use an example. The example is the oak tree. The Oaktree is a key speeches for Volusia County. A healthy Oaktree produces a lot of environmental benefits to the entire county not just to a land owner or a neighbor. It absorbs carbon dioxide, it mitigates the climate especially the microclimate for underneath that supports native vegetation. And most importantly, it is a host plant for about 100 times as many insects than a palm tree would be. And twice as much as a maple tree. Consequently it would produce a lot of small larvae and son that are food for the birds. Not being there reduces the (Indiscernible) of new birds. 

Maximum impact development that I see now the development of many acres, removes all vegetation. It is bad for all kinds of animals and son but the oak tree gets totally removed including its entire ecosystem and will not be replanted. Because there won't be any space for it in these small lots, small cookie-cutter developments and it will get lost. It would be a great loss and it will affect the climate, water management, insects, butterflies, birds and it is a very good example for using limited impact development as opposed to maximum impact development. Thank you very much. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Phyllis Stauffenberg followed by Glenn Storch. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you for allowing me the time to address the Council this morning. The water. Thank goodness we are gifted with seasonal rains every year and Florida being a peninsula built on a silt we have tropical rains every year that gives us a tremendous source of water. We also have blue Springs that deposits 100 million gallons of water per day in my research is what I am finding out of which we use approximately 18 of that 100 million gallons a day. 
We also talk about the aquifer. The aquifer flows underground from Georgia through Florida giving us an abundance of water. If in fact we have a water problem, why not does Volusia County go and speak to Zephyrhills as a (Indiscernible) distribution company and the amount of water that they use. The developers, it has been stated and I read this recently and in the real estate term we call it the topography, the developers are moving the topography around in Florida. It has been stated through the media that at some point the state of Florida is going to flood. That is kind of the chicken little concept, the sky is falling. We are not going to flood. I would suggested that maybe we pay more attention to the infrastructure. There is as many people moving out of Florida as moving into Florida. It is actually in the real estate term pretty close to being a no growth state as was California at one point. The topography in properly infrastructure environment would do just fine if you take in consideration what we call planned unit developments. Giving you what you need in environment growth and the infrastructure. So many times the development is put in first and the infrastructure is contemplated secondly. And bearing in mind that a lot of developers don't pay for the impact fees until after the development has already started or even completed. That maybe should be reconsidered. And last but not least, I am asking the county counsel to please know your authoritative boundaries. 

(Bell rings) 

City, county, state and federal. Stay in your own name. Thank you for the opportunity of speaking. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Glenn Storch. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning my name is Glenn Storch, I have been here for about 40 years and I am 1/6 generation Floridian. I have served on the environmental resource and environment committee. (?) What I have discovered is that gross management in Florida is a balancing act. It really is. You've got the fact that you have property rights on one side and everybody has property rights, when you buy a piece of property you buy with entitlements that this council, this government, this state a few. You put your life savings in it and invest in it. You have a right to use the property. At the same time, you have the published rights to make sure we are doing things properly. And you have to balance those two things. It is not easy sometimes. 

I will tell you this, landowners want to see environmental protection if they can do it without destroying their life savings which some of these projects, proposals probably would do as you have heard. They are very concerned. What I have found is if you work together to create a consensus it actually accomplishes a goal. 

When we were doing (Unknown term) 20 or 30 years ago, we brought in experts and citizens from all different (Indiscernible). Environmentalist, a lady protecting turtles, landowners and engineers, we had everyone brought in as a consensus building and we took one piece at a time. Just like Melissa said eat a piece of the elves and at a time. We took one thing, pre-protection, and we go for it through everything with that and create a consensus come back to the Council and the Council voted for it almost unanimously every time because we had a consensus. 

It was a way to accomplish the goal. In 20 or 30 years things change. We have some great examples right now of projects that some of the folks you have talked about. Projects that use LID. We didn't call it that but they use it. They used native vegetation input requirements and for vegetation. Preservation and clustering. The fountain project took forever. 

It took years to develop and work together and get the experts on but we were able to work together to a consensus and we clustered everything into certain areas and we preserved 75% of that land. That will eventually be about 50,000 acres. Preserved for free because we worked together and created consensus. That is the way to accomplish this goal but you've got... You can't take one side or the other, you've got to work together. You can't take people's lands right away because you will end up with lawsuits as you can imagine. But you have the opportunity for people to work together and accomplish goals. 

(Bell rings) 

We have to establish the goals and work together. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Tyler (Unknown name). Followed by Pat Norley. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning councilmembers, my name is Tyler (Unknown name) and I've spent my entire life except for three years and I am 36 years old and a part owner of a business here. My family has owned construction companies and have been a part of the problem spoken about today. We follow the rules throughout our entire, my whole life, our careers we have been good stewards of our clients and one of the things I see that is really important and I want to echo what (Unknown name) said is that we have to come together to work on this. The regulations I deal with today that I have to follow in order to get a permit for a project are substantially different than the regulations I followed 18 years ago when I regulated and started in the industry. The evolution has greatly increased the cost of development. When I started our tree preservation wasn't tracked and our landscape didn't have to be tracked separately. Across the board that is different today. We had no consideration of impaired water (Indiscernible). The federal (Indiscernible) has an impaired water bodies method identifies nitrogen and phosphorus, causes of our plant kills. We get too much of (Away from mic) there is too much nitrogen and phosphorus in the water and the plants die and it kills fish and we end up with a deficiency in the water. I am required to file have a development like Spruce Creek basin that I show that I remove phosphorus and nitrogen from the water post development and that post development doesn't come because we put concrete or asphalt on the ground, they don't have runoff of nitrogen. It comes because someone's car leaks or someone uses fertilizer. And a lot of other things. It requires native plantings and a lot of things I am here today I agree with and I think they're great ideas. They are already in the code. 

What I am hearing is that we need an aggressive change to something that maybe there is not an awareness of what we have today and I want to echo back to something that was said earlier, developments seem to get approved and it's a secret process almost. It is something I came to learn as I joined this industry in a more first-hand experience was the development have to follow the plan, the zoning that is in place. It is something that goes through the long process and that is what is being talked about today to review how we have our plan established and what the regulations are. But if I take a piece of property with the developer and we want to change its future land use and plan and everything else, I am working with someone else for six months while they work with you guys and your staff to develop what is going to be a good plan. 

(Bell rings) 
Five seconds if I may, you have some of the strictest regulation of any of the municipalities in Volusia County. The idea of collaborating is a good idea. 

(Bell rings) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
(unknown name), followed by Frank (unknown name). Oh! You are here! 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning Sharon council members. Let me take a moment to applaud you all for our attention to environment in times of oppression and growth. You have a very comprehensive package in front of you that can shape the green face of Volusia for the future. 

The staff has given you significant items to consider, and in doing so they are telling you they are ready to work on this package. This will be no smaller for them, and they deserve thanks for taking the discussion items of the April workshop, and providing you a comprehensive opportunity to make improvement to growth, land planning, and the environment. 

When you establish a green ribbon committee or (unknown name), please follow that this document is recommended for review by staff. Please make the committee rich by diversity of appointees that include not just the development community, but the green community as well. We are rich and knowledgeable folks will bring their abilities to this. Please give them the tools they need, and be sure the public is richly engaged in this endeavor. 

Earlier as you heard from Melissa (unknown name) there is a growing number of us that believe... Adding it to the County charter. Our conservation quarter is the key to what makes Volusia, Volusia. To appreciate the diversity and beauty of our wild and rural heart. 

Finally, you have a fine alarm (indiscernible) that the critical issue that needs your attention today. The board is meeting as we meet. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Frank. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. I wasn't sure if I was going to make it in the morning. It was almost afternoon. Thank you for your time. I appreciate the opportunity to speak before you this morning. I live in an incorporated Volusia County. I have been a resident for Volusia County for over 40 years. Volusia County has a lot of issues, like a lot of other counties around the world. 

As many of you are aware, they are recurrently experiencing the highest inflation rates in our country's history. To pass zoning laws that will negatively impact the creation of jobs and businesses in our community. This will have a negative impact on our county for years to come. 

We currently have some of the highest taxes in Volusia County that are paid every year. I am sorry. 

At the beginning of today's meeting, the County... for all of our residents in children. As many of you are aware, the number one export for Volusia County is our children. For decades, the lack of high-paying jobs in our community has caused all of our children to move out of our community to elsewhere, to find jobs that can support their families. 

I would love nothing more to see my children stay in this community. This beautiful community that we all call home, when they graduate from college. 

We are going to continue to grow as a community in the future. Let's raise our standards and focus our development efforts on the beachside community, our struggling downtowns, and Midtown's. 

I would encourage Volusia County counsel to work with the city's, to have tougher things in place, to make this happen. Although we have had a lot of growth in our county over the last several years, we are still one of the slowest growing counties in the state. Our future growth is projected to be one of the slowest in the state including Florida (indiscernible). 

Firstly, I have spent my entire career trying to elevate Volusia County for its residents and visitors, like volunteering thousands of hours of my time. One of the committees I spent hundreds of hours, Clay was there, was a beachside committee. It was to make recommendations of the cities that have property on our beach side. 

Since I started this exact spot several years ago, I am not sure how much effort has been put forth by this Council, in the previous council members to make the necessary improvements of these areas in our community. 

It is time to come together as a community, work together, and make Volusia County a stronger community for all of its residents. Thank you for your time. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Jasmine (unknown name). Sorry, if I did not get that right. Pretty close? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning everybody. This is my first meeting here. I have never been here before. I have number taken in any kind of this process in the past. I did just want to give some feedback as a loophole. I live in West Deland here. I have about an acre and 1/2 of agricultural land. 

What I am seeing in my area is a lot of development happening, that personally is making my quality of life lower than it was in the past. Specifically the sun rail development and son rail activity center it is called. 

Going into the whole spending of taxing issues are not the best physical move. I saw 80% of the road widening cost will be covered by the County in the developers need to be 20% of it, yet where I live (unknown name), it is 100% of the owners costs of that road frontage to repave their road/ 

At the same time, I am seen families of blackberries being pushed off of this land, as well as some other species that are already marginalized. As a resident, I would love to see some more protections going into cities already marginalized creatures. 

Thank you. (Laughs). 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Andy Kelly. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you Mr Chairman, councilmembers. As most know, there is an agreement (indiscernible) to do so, because I am heavily... I'm here to ask you to continue with this effort. 

How much can we grow... we are not ready for any of it. You are tasked. Your job is to protect 1200 acres. Write your own backyard, not one person's, but you have to see that the funnel of comes together to you. Not only that, but we have a waterfront. We have a sole-source Aquaphor. We need to direct all of our water to the sole-source. The LNG projects, they don't do that. 

The landowners are concerned that their property rights are being taken. When you bought that property, you bought it with the zoning. We have to consider there will be additional costs to those properties. You are (indiscernible) but then you want to cut back before counsel, and ask for reasoning. You get a million out of it. 

You are tasked to keep our county together, to keep our county beautiful, and ask you move forward with this, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
The last speaker of the day is Suzanne Schneider. 

SPEAKER: 
I am really perplexed as to why no one in the room has said that low impact development is taught by Volusia County staff. Is there some reason that this has not been set? It is taught by Volusia County staff. All these people that act like you are all of a sudden raining down on us, shoving it up on us, you have been teaching it for at least four years. I took it in 2018. 

There might even be people in this room I took it with. All the sudden we have to take a whole other year, you have already been teaching it for four years! As a matter of fact, telling Magee covers it in save the lagoon as part of the green Volusia program. This is not new! To anyone! 

If it is new, it is because people don't pay attention, or they didn't read, or I don't know what! Low impact development is not a new concept. Yes, it is defined. It is not some gray area. 

I went to lunch with Mr Storch who is at the audience, about 2 to 3 months ago. I sent him the link afterwards, and he got back to me, and he let me know that there are some of the things that he did not realize they were called a low-impact development, but they are being done. 

This is not some shock in all. The county has been teaching this program. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, and honestly, we have a really smart people in Volusia County. It is so good to hear from each one of you. Your passion, your concerns, and especially the recommendations we have, we are going to take a brief five minute break. Four-minute break. Well, five minutes. The clock just changed. So counsel can refresh themselves, and you can as well. 

We will resume at 12:02 PM. Thank you. 

(Break) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
If everybody could start finding their seat, please. 

OK, so we were a little long. Hopefully I gave everyone sometime. Let me tell you what we thought we might do here. Again, this is so encouraging to have this many people out here. We're trying to be respectful of your time who have already spent the morning into the afternoon for this meeting. 

We are going to go until about 1 o'clock, see what we can get done, and then take a short lunch break. So if you want to order something in the area. We have the best restaurants in DeLand. You can find something good to eat. 

Before we start we have a question from Councilman Ben Johnson for a statement or whatever. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
It's a something. Somebody had brought up the St. John water management District muscle thing in their agenda, we didn't know it was about. Barely there trying to take a land from different areas in our county that are already protected. I understand it has been pulled from their (indiscernible) agenda, but I would like to put this on our... we can't do anything about it today, but I would like to take and put it on our Tuesday agenda as a special item. So we can look at it and see what we want to do. Whether we want to take and put the letter out there that we do not support the recommendation, this is too important (?). But it would give us a little bit of time to get information on it. Unless we want to put it on Tuesday's agenda, but I would make that motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I need someone to second that. (Roll Call Vote) I was going to say that but I know how much you like to be first. (Laughs) 

Can we get that on the... agenda, George? 

OK. 

SPEAKER: 
the first two topics were talking about referred to the playing and building division that came up on April 12. Within the planning world one of the best things we have is our appraisal report, and that's the first thing up there. Your staff identified a desire to do public outreach, basically going to well of the Council districts, meeting with the cities, meeting with the residents to go over what is currently identified within the unincorporated area within that as well as any countywide or any kind of other standards that would be applicable within the company has a plan. We feel that this is a worthwhile effort, that way we achieve our intergovernmental coordination goals. We also make sure were addressing concerns from the residence, and so if so directed we would proceed as you see on in that time that has been identified. I believe that initiates on page 1 â€“ six. This was drafted with the idea that this was going on May 17, so we would have to push it out slightly. 

What you are seeing is that it would take approximately a year to get through this. What happens is first step has to go through, update population and our maps. We been doing a lot of that, so we are already ahead of the curve, but it's going to take a little bit of time. Then it would be making contacts with the local governments, make sure we're coordinating a time so we can do this. Again, these would be time convenient to the public. We would go through and garner those comments, bring them back to the planning and land development regulation committee, and ultimately to the County Council as part of our year based amendments for the future land use elements. 

Is this something that the County Counsel wants staff to proceed with? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Somebody make a motion. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I make a motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That we proceed as planned on their presentation, correct? Just for that... 

SPEAKER: 
As I said, there are approximately 39 items in these spreadsheets. We would like you to be able to sit there and say "yay' or 'nay', and if there's anything you have concerns about prioritizing, scheduling, or anything else, now is the time to let us know so that we can embark on those activities. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
And the schedule is on one â€“ six. Can we pull that up so that the public... 

SPEAKER: 
We can try. Unfortunatelyâ€¦ Visibly it's hard to see. But what you're seeing is this is trying to get down into the individual tasks we have to do. We would have a facilitator. We would do data collection. We would do a series of outreach. Once we have gotten the comments from the folks, we would do a feedback loop to make sure we're going back out, identifying what people make comments about, showing how we made the changes, and bringing that back. After all of that done, bringing you back to planning and land development regulation, and ultimately to the County Counsel. 

SPEAKER: 
(away from mic)... To seek information? 

SPEAKER: 
Basically identifying with our comprehensive plan, specifically. Identifying what we have to do in that future land use element. Getting comments from the public, and the cities, coming back, drafting potential changes to those goals, objectives, and policies in the company has a plan; bringing a back through the planning and land of element regulation committee, and finally to you for a final decision. That would be a large-scale land-use amendment, so it would have to go through the exhaustive review, through the Volusia growth development, and through the (indiscernible) Department of economic opportunity. 

SPEAKER: 
This is June, you'll start this in June or July to 

SPEAKER: 
This was originally intended... originally looking at the May 17 County Counsel, so it would be pushed a month out. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Ben Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I have a little bit of a question here. I don't know forgetting the cart in front of the horse, or that I'm out of line on this, I don't know which. I'm interested to hear, number one, we have a lot going on, and will have to come back with this. 

I would like to hear a little bit about the two different committees because I'm not too sure. We may not want to start looking at that right off the bat before we start voting on all of these items. The green ribbon committee... To see when and what we implement if we do decide to implement them, what we do to and understand that the interact committee is appointed by the Council, so we have a little bit more control in the green ribbons by staff. Is that the difference between them to 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, sir. The best way to ascribe is that anorak has more of a policy direction, where green ribbon committee was put together for more technical expertise to come in and provide us tweaks with what was going on. That was the main difference. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I myself kind of like the idea of the anorak committee. I heard it was also in charge are at one time. But I am not too sure, maybe we not discuss that a little bit first connect and decide, do we want to do that to get that kind of in place and the workings of it. I like that when because then it's more... we cannot blame it on staff. It is up to us, you know connect as a council. That we appoint the people and who we appointed for that. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I would prefer that as well. We heard speakers this morning that would be excellent on a green -- 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
We can do it by taking each district appointing one... in the chair at-large point 2. I would recommend that if we did that, if we have to appoint one what to, and one from (indiscernible), that would give us a nine-member committee. I would also recommend... we keep hearing today about the cities, and we have got to start tying the city centre. Maybe go to the elected officials and ask them to give us a name that one of us might want to put on the committee. But cover all of the different aspects so that we have a wide open array of people. Because we are looking at this one today, and it is very divided. It's close to 50% on both sides from what we have seen. Somewhere we have got to negotiate this down. Nobody is going to get everything they want. But at least we want to protect the property rights, but we want to protect our environment to. What can we do so we can do a little bit of all of it? Nobody is going to get everything they want. But I think this is a good starting point to work, listen, have them come back to us with recommendations. 

I would make that motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
For the anorak? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Yes. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I would second that. 


JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I'm going to try and make this clear for you so the motion by Johnson, second by Robbins is to decide... This is not taking advantage of the situation, this is generally how we do this. Before I call for the vote, let's debated a little bit. I'm curious if you were thinking if this would take the place of the green ribbon panel? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Yes, this would take the place of the green ribbon panel. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. I don't agree with that. I don't agree with it replacing the green ribbon panel. I really think a lot of the challenge we have with the elected officials selecting the representatives, but it may not have the same perception. So... I really believe that the green ribbon panel should be selected by staff, and it should be cross representation of our counties. I mean, I've our cities, of our areas. Of the expertise. Of the homeowners. Developers. Environmental organizations. A full balance. To me that's what this room represents. So, I don't see division in this room. 

A lot of what I heard were people who were saying, "We agree with the need. It is the how we get there. It's the..." I really like 'Of a or as'. I really came to serve for the concerns I had about Northwest agriculture area, and Eco tourism for West Volusia. And affordable housing, and the real needs that are really on the table right now, and how we address them. To me that's what I see here. 

If the Council is the one selecting, and it's going to be one or the other, and not both, I think we are setting up a negative. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I disagree with that very much, and the idea is that it's our response ability. There are ways we can work that, so that your comment is covered. We could have staff bring some recommendations of, not who. But to groups or people, or types of people. We could classify them. As we have on many of the committees we appoint, it says you have to have one of these, one of these, one of these... and we get our names. Well, it may be somebody opposed, where you have nine appointments, and as my last pick, and there's one left, and 70 I don't want, you would pretty much have to take it. But to make sure were covered in the environmental community, make sure we covered the card, make sure we covered... all of the different elements of it. I still think it's our responsibility, it lands in our lap. It's our response ability, and we can do it so that we are having a broader coverage, and I think all of us do want this broad coverage. We have to answer to all of these people out here if we don't. So I stick on that, but I would also say... lets staff bring us back recommendations, not people. Of groups. 

SPEAKER: 
You're pointing up there. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
For me, since you are responding to what I said, I don't think it should be limited to nine people. If it's the green ribbon panel and their specific areas that need to be addressed, staff can determine who they need to participate in that. If it needs to be broader than nine people. If it needs to be different, they can manage that better than the nine people that we are establishing, and I get one appointmentâ€¦ There is a lot of people in District 1 that are landowners, developers, you know, environmentalists... and again, it depends on what were trying to target. So, we're not a one-size-fits-all county. I don't think every issue can be approached in that way. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I stand on my motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I agree... what to, before I speak again. 
DANNY ROBINS: 
I agree with both sides of this. I like the aspect of the application project we can see the background of the individual, qualifications, their walks of life, to ensure diversity. But I like that it doesn't allow the government to pass the buck, and our people can hold us accountable. That's what I've been hearing since January 7, 2020, more accountability in the government. This does it. I agree with the and rack, as it stands, nine members is quite a bit. It's more than what we have. And we are pretty diverse. I can guarantee it just by the show in the audience that will have a lot of applicants. Qualified applicants. From all aspects. All angles. I have no problem with anorak. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
It is a good point, Barbara. Like Danny, I see it both ways. If we let staff appoint their own people, they are going to get criticized, and if we pick people, they will be criticized for that too. 

I want the public involved, especially after hearing people this morning. I want to be able to bring some of these people together to have input. Clay, if we do this, does it stop you from reaching out to other good sources for information? 

SPEAKER: 
No, sir. Basically, whatever venue you go through. Staff appointed or counsel appointed group, those would be public meetings where the information is available to everybody and anybody would be open to attend. That is the point behind the committee. 

In a prior life when I served one, that was the goal. To bring together whoever you are targeting to help make the decision so you can go through what's been done in the past, what is available right now and come up with the best recommendations for Volusia County. 

Regardless of whether staff or counsel appointed, we can work to ensure there is inclusion and opportunity for everyone's comments. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
It is not an either/or? Green ribbon could be part of your public outreach group? We could have both. If it didn't slow the process down to a crawl. And the county attorney may be telling me that that is not true. 

Do you want to speak first? Is it Paolo or Michael? 

MICHAEL DYER: 
What we could do, all your boards are established by resolutions, and we bring back the resolution if this passes on this slide. What I did is attended a nine-member committee. The slides suggest some qualifications. If you want them to serve, you do not have to have them, but that is certainly something you can hash out when you have the resolution brought back before you, if you direct us to proceed. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
What side are you talking about? 

MICHAEL DYER: 
Item 1 slide, there. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok. 

MICHAEL DYER: 
Those are optional. You would not have to have those but you could. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok, Ben? Michael, you are still up there, but you are finished. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I see item C. Will we be able to add stipulations or requirements to it? Or is this the be all and at alright now? 

MICHAEL DYER: 
It would come back before resolution, you can make whatever changes you want. If you wanted to make that direction now, you could. But you could also do it when you see the resolution. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I think we should give it time to marinate a little bit and all come back with some suggestions. Thanks. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok, but we have the motion and a second on the floor to proceed with NRAC (?) â€“ any discussion on that before I call for the vote? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Danny, they have done this before. They can go through that, and then we will have a chance to look it over. Meet we may very well want to make changes on it, but it will at least give us a starting point. We can look at it then and see what we want to do with it. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
All in favor? We have four people here, so it requires three votes to give the staff direction to proceed with this. All in favor of the motion on the floor to create an NRAC (?) committee, say I. Any opposed? Did you abstain? 

You are reluctantly... Ok. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I am with you guys, but I put my concerns out on the rack card. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
They are good concerns. Hopefully we are heading in a direction that takes those into consideration and puts it in action as well. Clay. Continue. 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, sir. Ok, what I hear is that many of these items that involve environmental aspects, people have to go through the NRAC process as well. When we are looking at the evaluation appraisal report, we can set up a cleanup of simple changes and bring those forward and work through the larger issues to make sure that those would be addressed and make sure that we have our cities and governmental coordination taken care of. 

The next item is pertaining to vested rights and unpaved roads. This is an issue that came to the surface over several years and councils had to deal with appeals from folks who have lots that were vested in 1976 because they were unpaved roads, but they met the criteria for vesting. 

We are facing a situation where some of these roads now are impassable. And that we have other issues in regards to being able to allow folks to develop. Our codes need to be updated so that that way we can look at some of these antiquated subdivisions and make sure that we are not putting a future burden on future councilmembers at the same point we have to make sure that the folks who are buying these properties can have a realistic assurance that they have good access for emergency vehicles, garbage trucks, those types of things. 

What we would like you to be able to do, if the Council believes it is worthwhile, provide us the direction to investigate what we have currently on the books with regards to these paper plots and what can be developed and not developed, and come back with a recommendation. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Go ahead, Danny. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I would be in support of that. Just so the audience knows, for undeveloped subdivisions, you are talking about Daytona states, run chat, (unknown name) drive. 

SPEAKER: 
You're capable in the states, anything within the unvested areas of Daytona Park Estates, there are some other areas just north off of (unknown name) on the west side 11. 

What we are saying is that the 20s, 30s, 40s and 50s, there were several number of subdivision plat recorded, and when we put in place our 1976 subdivision regulations, there was a way to determine whether or not they were vested or not. There were some that were vested with dirt roads, they had 25% of the lots developed and then marketed. 

There were some very good ground true thing in 1976. Some of those things may not hold today. What we are seeing is because of the real estate market, people are desperate to find affordable land. So they go out and find these old subdivisions where they can buy a lot for a relatively low price but there is no roads, no stormwater, no utilities, access by emergency vehicles or school buses is virtually impossible. 

So we want to be able to go in there and address those so that way those in the public are not buying something and then finding out that they cannot develop it. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I just want to make sure. You said something very important, it's affordable. There is a lot of land like that that is still somewhat affordable compared to something else. If we are going to take regulations and allow these folks to utilize that piece of property, I am for it. But if we are going to impose more standards or sanctions where these folks cannot use it in the future, and it has zero value, I don't know if I can support it at this time. I just need some clarification. 

SPEAKER: 
We will bring back a recommendation. At that point, we want to make sure that folks are respecting the property rights. At the same point, we do not want to put a burden on the county itself for providing roads, water and stormwater etc. for areas that if they were being developed now, that would be the responsibility of the developer. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
You are talking about burden on the county. You are talking about burden on these people out there. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Is there a waiver or anything? 

SPEAKER: 
We don't know right now. Primarily we are investigating what we have out there, identifying viable alternatives and coming back. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Sounds good. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Let me complicated more. How will this affect people who have already gone out and bought land where the roads are private and they have to maintain it. The county is confronted with these issues all the time and we have to weigh the cost to the county and the safety of the person who bought it knowing it was a private road. Or maybe they didn't know. Does it affect any of those? 

SPEAKER: 
They will be included in the analysis so we can identify those out there. Right now if you have a private easement maintained by the residence, that is not a county obligation. If it meets our vesting, we can continue to allow for permitting. There are roads with that is not the situation we do not allow building permits because there is inadequate infrastructure providing access to there. So we will bring this back to you to identify those areas. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
We could access the maintenance fee as well. 

SPEAKER: 
If it was public or they asked us to take it over or the Council has a right to establish a special assessment district. We will bring that back with the different options. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ben Johnson? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
... 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
You just want your name up permanently? Ok. 

SPEAKER: 
The next item pertains to affordable housing. That will come from Donna Butler's operation. The affordable housing advisory committee meets tomorrow to come up with recommendations to make to you. There are some comprehensive land amendments that will be coming back to you as part of a larger plan. We will work with you on that. 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) 

SPEAKER: 
I'm sorry, you are correct. With the vested (indiscernible) on the unpaved roads, is there something that the Council would like us to proceed? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Is there emotion? Robbins makes the motion. Was it Johnson? Johnson makes the second. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
You see how confused he is with four? You ought to see him with seven. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
I'm trying to add a little levity, because I know what is coming with you eventually. We are laying the groundwork for clear and open and honest debate. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Just so you know, we do this all the time. Banter back and forth. It is nothing personal between us. I am his target and he is my target. We are not being nasty to each other. Once in a while we do, but most of the time we are pretty good. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Are you ready for the vote? Ok. (Laughs) Ok, all in favor of the motion for vested rights to be brought back by County staff with options to consider, say I? Any opposed? That motion carries 4 to zero. Appraisal reportâ€¦ I had Johnson make a motion and Robbins make a second. Which one are you talking about? 

SPEAKER: 
The evaluation of appraisal report to have us go out, have a public outreach to the city's... 

SPEAKER: 
We have a motion on that. It passed. So we are on to the (indiscernible). 

SPEAKER: 
Correct! The affordable housing, we would just ask that you, basically, tied out to what your final recommendations on the affordable housing plan. Coming from community assistance. That way we follow up on those recommendations. 

SPEAKER: 
That's next Council meeting? 

SPEAKER: 
I believe it's 19 July. I'm not certain. I do not believe it's scheduled for the fifth because the (indiscernible) is meeting tomorrow. But that would be part of that. There is no motion needed on that, we just wanted to make sure you all were aware that there are going to be changes to the comprehensive plan, land element and zoning regulations, that will accommodate the regulations coming from that group. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, before we move onâ€¦ Barbara Ortman. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I just want to mention so that the public is aware, it is a public comment tomorrow. 5 o'clock in this chamber. Just so it goes out on public record and people are aware that that's an opportunity to come and, again, voice your opinions in regards to affordable housing. 

SPEAKER: 
The next pertains to protection of rural land is also covered by the evaluation appraisal report. The reason we are calling it out is, as you heard from the comments today, there is concern where property owners are requesting changes, and the future land use map designation and the zoning designation from some of our rural designations to more of our suburban or urban designations. We have heard a lot of concern for those types of changes. We have identified that is one of the main concerns that we need to be able to identify to the Council to mature we are following through with your policy directions. That will be highlighted through the evaluation and appraisal report. It's basically - How do we allow for the balancing of private property owners rights to develop their land, and the ability to change the comprehensive plan , and under what circumstances would that be appropriate to allow for more urbanized use in some of these rural areas? You have local plans such as Samsung local plan, or that Chinooka farm village that do not allow for suburban or urban. They do not allow for utilities. Do you want some thing of that similar nature in these areas? Where do you want to have transition areas? 

We will be bringing back those options as part of the evaluation report. No formal action is needed there. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I would like to interject here because at that beginning of this segment somebody said there is some disagreement, but I think that Barb said there's not that much. I know I heard from several of the rural land owners, I'm one of them! And I don't think we're that far apart, I think there's... I think that (indiscernible) is saying there's genuine concern, and I think we can get there. That's why think it's important to bring more of the county in, some of the residents that we heard from today, to be able to participate in it. Go ahead, Clay. 

SPEAKER: 
Last time, from the planning division, is maintaining the sea level rise. Were mandated through the growth management laws to identify how we are going to be addressing a sealevel change. The state of Florida has put in an office of resiliency, and is working with that. We have been very successful with working with what to counsel to come up with a variety of plans, and will work with a variety of them to make sure were consistent with the state laws. We will be working through Nrack (?), that you just appointed, and coming up with what has to be done in regards to refinements of our comprehensive (indiscernible). 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
You know I hate acronyms, and the reason I do is because nobody knows what NRAC stands for. 

SPEAKER: 
That addresses the regards to what stands there, and we will now jump into the building division. 

The first one is more of an administrative function. We want to make sure that we would like to be able to go to a paperless permitting process. Some of our cities here in Volusia County are already there. Currently, right now, 85% of our permits are handled online. There is no paper occurring at that point in time. What we're seeing is that it's primarily folks coming in, walk-ins, owners, builders... we want to be able to establish a process so that they can also go paperless, and facilitate them getting into that situation. 

Primary point were looking at is storage of paper documents, and being able to retrieve them for future records. Every time we get a public record report from a permit request from the 1980s, it's very difficult because we're looking at microfilm and microfiche. We seldom have thought hard copy. If we can go ahead and go to the paperless process that were talking about here, it will provide for a much more efficient and effective way of not only handling the records, by providing an opportunity for our residents to go through those processes. Unless there are any major concerns for this, I would like to be able to proceed forward. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Is the goal to make it simpler for the homebuilders that are coming in, trying to go through the permit process? We just heard comments about. That it was difficult. You and I have talked about this since I got this seatâ€¦ And I think we both agree that we want an easy, one-stop, fits all back and usher people through a difficult process. 

SPEAKER: 
It's definitely for efficiency improvements. Just to give you a quick overview, is that when someone submits an electronic permit, carries a staff goes over there and it's distributed immediately to everyone. There's not a wait time. It's not like they are waiting for zoning to complete their review, and an environmental management to do the review, everyone is reviewing the permit at the same time. Therefore, we are able to slim down at the amount of days it takes to do the reviews. 

Candidly, we have just had record numbers of permits and applications that have created the backlog that were experiencing. There are no if's, ands, or buts about it, we are dealing with a lot of application coming through. We hope this continued effort to increase the efficiency of the processing will help eliminate some of those delays. 

It will be a learning curve for old-school folks who are used to coming in with a paper permit, and handing it to somebody. We will make sure we have those accommodations for training, education, and providing accessibility to the electronic process. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
To be fair, I think the complaint was less about the process, and more about the mandates and requirements that they had to get through. Ben Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Yes, only being factual about it, we have some people who may come in that way who are not capable of doing it that way. Do we have volunteers or people who can help those people? 

SPEAKER: 
The goal is County staff would be there to provide the accessibility both to the technology and education on how to do it. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
A possibility may be to looking for some volunteers to help them do it? 

SPEAKER: 
That would be part of our permitting centre staff requirements. If you came in, and you had your paper documents, they would show you how to get it done, how to get it submitted electronically right then and there. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
OK. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, chair. 

Does our criteria differ that much from the cities? They say that our restrictions are much tougher or... how do we align? Because it would really be helpful if there was a way to match up in the areas that we can. To alleviate somebody that has to get both county and city permits, and just have a better flow of support. The response is that it's much more difficult to get through the county when it comes to permitting, so if there is some education that could be put out there to help people better understand why that would be the case... 

SPEAKER: 
And again, if we're talking about a building permit as opposed to a land of elements permit... Lead development is your subdivision, your site plan. In regards to the building permits, every city, every county in the state of Florida has to him limit the building code. That's going to be the same regardless of the jurisdiction you go to. The difference will be in your zoning. 

Right now, there are no permits required for someone going into a city to get a building permit, except if they're going to be accessing a county road. Then they have to come to us for a use permit for the driveway. Otherwise, it's all 100% within the cities. The only thing they have to do is pay their thoroughfare Road, and, if applicable, school impact fees. Those are the only items that Volusia County touches for a building permit in the cities. 

In regards to our standards, there are countywide minimum environmental standards that pertain to preservation and protection of trees, wetlands. The things that Volusia County has that others don't is about that what to tortoises. We have an ordinance that has us go out and do a site inspection to see if there are what to tortoises on the land. We also do that for wetlands, and we also do our tree presentations. This also should be carried out by the cities. Right now, I would say the only thing I'm aware of that we have above and beyond would be that gopher tortoises (?) protection. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
OK. And currently the other challenges staffing which is affecting everybody across the board? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, ma'am. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
If its recent challenges. OK, thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Alright. In regards to the (indiscernible) inspection application... 

SPEAKER: 
Did we get a? 

SPEAKER: 
Sorry. Is there any concerns with the effort to go paperless with all applications? 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I will make the motion. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Motion for paperless with Girtman, second by Robbins. All in favour say I. Any opposed? OK. There are none. Motion carries. 

SPEAKER: 
This does not require motion. We're requiring this for your own information. We been able to work with (unknown name), who has come up with an improvement to our building permit inspection applications. What you will see is that real-time approvals, real-time denials, communications, real-time between inspectors and contractors, the whole goal is to make sure that folksâ€¦ We realize time is money for these folks that are out there in the field, and so we are trying to improve our communications. That way, we can improve how efficient they run through the system. So that is being initiated as we speak. We're working through the bugs, making sure that the inspectors are utilizing... they have either tough books. We're also looking to utilize iPads, or similar types of devices. So we can be much more efficient. 

The inspector plans apprenticeship progression plan. Again this is nothing that requires a formal motion, it's just a notification. Because one of the concerns we heard at April 12 is are we able to keep up with the staffing? And Girtman, thank you so much for bringing that up. Even today we are facing the fact that our chief plans Examiner has resigned. He got a new position. So we will be recruiting that. For that position. 

We see that being able to grow folks from our own operation provides us with a greater resource. So we are looking at being able to maintain this apprenticeship. It's something that the building Association of Florida -- the building efficiency Association of Florida, like the floor to building commission, they have also identified. The big thing we have is that if we were talking 20 years ago, 30 years ago, you could get multiple certifications. Nowadays, being able to be multi-certified takes a considerable amount of time. If we can facilitate that through our own staff, provide for incentives to go through the ranks, that's how we feel we will be able to make sure we have a commitment of long-term employees, and be able to help out with that. 

Our chief building plans Examiner has a great job, we understand what he has to leave. (Laughs) He's doing a good job, and we're sorry to see him go. 

Lastly, the Amanda training program does not require any action as part of our informational outreach. Prior to COVID, we worked with (unknown name) to ensure that folks knew how to utilize our online services. (unknown name) is the name of it currently, we are working to improve that to make it a customer portal and will continue to do so now that we have greater latitude. We will once again reinstitute that. 

That takes us through planning and building. If we are looking for a break, now would probably be the time, because we are getting into the environmental discussion. So if the Council wants me to dive into environmental, I can do so, or do you want to break at this point? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I just have a quick question if it is ok? Clay, I know we have open to a car website and something pops up that says, "Hi, I am Amanda. How can I help you?" Is that something we can look at? Can we apply that? Where somebody hasn't got to take a day off work to drive down here and use gas. As a convenience factor to get them through this process where it hits on a search engine where if they have a question, it goes right to our code. 

SPEAKER: 
We can work on that. One of the critical things is getting information out. As far as the chat function right now, I am not certain we have that capability but I can check into it. We do have the FAQs, so... You know, governmental websites can be very very confusing. And cumbersome. We are aware of that. We are trying to refine it on a daily basis and reduce the amount of clicks it takes to get to some vital information. 

Again, we hear what you are saying and what our customers are saying and are trying to improve that. We will look and see, we have heard... We are aware of a new product called the customer portal which will improve our current connect life capabilities. We will check and see if they have any chat room capabilities. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ben Johnson. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Yes, Mr. chair, I'm looking at going to the next topics. All of these topics are where the meat of the whole thing is. We are beating our heads against the wall. This is the stuff that has to be evaluated and debated by the ENRAC committee and brought back to us. I would make a motion here that we work as quickly as we can getting the committee put together, and get these to the committee, let them bring the report back. I don't think there is anything here we are going to take any action on today or should take action on today. 

We voted earlier to let our advisory committees bring it back to us. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Are you asking that we table the rest of the meeting? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
(Away from microphone) 

SPEAKER: 
And I asked for clarification from a staff perspective? On pages 01 â€“ four, 01 â€“ five, that is where we have environmental management division, and the topics of tree preservation, protected species and sea level rise. These would be the items that would be brought up and discussed. You are saying keep all of these and bring them forward for review to the ENRAC? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
I would bring it to them and let them evaluated rather than asked just wipe it out right now, and then let them bring it back to us. These are all topics of importance to somebody. And let them work on what we need to look at or one. Start picking off the low hanging fruit on some of it and they can bring it to us quicker. 

As it stands right now, I would not do anything with any of this. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
I don't know what the rest of the Council feels. I disagree with that. I think we need to push forward. There is things that you need clarification on, don't you? Or direction on? 

SPEAKER: 
Actually, no. The motion is to go ahead and bring all of these forward, then we have got those programmed in the process, and we would basically go forward with them. The thing that we were looking at is if there were any things that you wanted removed. Candidly. If I am hearing that none of these items are being removed, then we know what we have got. 

If however, the Council wants to add or subtract, that is really what we were looking to see. 

SPEAKER: 
I want to add that if you are going to go down that road, the committee could also recommend that they don't go forward for whatever reason. I wouldn't want to have the committee thinking that they have to act on every single one of them, if there is some that they don't necessarily feel correct, and on top of that, they may come out into something else. 

Could they have the ability to add that? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
I agree with that. That is what I envisioned, if they see something here. By the same token, if something comes up in the meantime, it should be a living, breathing item. As we go along, things come up and don't. There might be something that has totally been missed, and it could come up in two or three months and has to be looked at. 

But I would give it to them and let them weeded out. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
But that is our responsibility. If we give it to them, they can come back, we give it back and it says, "We don't even want to discuss (indiscernible)." 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Mr. chair, I would say in a case like that, you do have a point. Let's just say they can take and come back to us, and say here's what we are going to look at. Let's just say that we look at that list, and what they are not looking at and we disagree with that, they could say we do want to look at this item that you took off the lift. We can always do that and should do that. 

They are the ones giving us advice and we are the oversight committee. We may like and say this is what is important to them right now, we are giving them that option. But if there is something we disagree with, like any other time, we bring it back in front of the group, and if you have votes, it goes back on the list. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok. First we need to form an ENRAC committee. I don't know how long that will take. And we give all this to them, that will take some time. We have no time limit on that. It comes back to us God knows when, and then we can disagree with what they do and put something back on. I think we are shirking our responsibility. 

Danny Robins? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I see, you know. But how many times too do we think we have our mind made up coming into this meeting, and then summary comes up, an ordinary person or whoever, and bring something that is a great idea. 

To be able to establish a committee, hear what they have to say and whatnot, and to a full court press and getting that committee together, I don't want this strung out just like you. But I would like to hear all viewpoints before... These are life-changing ordinances or laws that we can enact. 

I take it very seriously, as you do. I would be more inclined to hear as much as I can to make the best informed decision possible for everybody. Because this doesn't go against builders, they are outnumbered by the residents and other land owners. We need to hear from everybody 110% in my opinion. 

But I would support Ben's motion, if it was a motion. I want to hear all angles and all perspectives before we go taking things off or adding things from here on out. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
That's different and I agree with that. My only concern is that it goes to them, and then it comes back with things taken off that we need to discuss. 

The reason I voted for ENRAC was that we do need to hear from the public. I want to hear their concerns. Some of the guidance that they offered this morning, some great ideas. But I don't want it to come back and say, "You can't do this. You can't do anything..." 

(Multiple speakers) 

BEN JOHNSON: 
I think you may have understood. I such as let them do it and we can always look at it and if something is important, we can put it back on. But we are listening to the people, and we still hold the keys to the car. It is up to us at the end to look at it and say, "I think we do need to look at this when you took out." And give it back to them. 

Remember, I said, you bring back your concerns, and then if you have the votes then he goes back on the list. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
It does come down to votes, but here is my fear, because I have heard it over and over again. Is that it will come back and it will say, "Take this off" or "Put this on." And I will vote against it, and you will tell me, "You don't listen to the public." I want to listen to the public! 

I just don't want us to run from our responsibility. There is nothing that should be scary here. There is things that need to be done. We do need the public input. We heard this morning. I am not against that. I just want to make sure, and if everybody agrees that this doesn't mean that this all comes back to us with half a list or half things we should discuss, then that is different. 

Barbara, any insight? Your name is not here so I am putting you on the spot. I want everybody to have the chance to chime in before you vote on it. Barbara Girtman, I see your name. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I am interested to hear what is it you would like to see? How did you expect this to go forward? Right. Because I thought he was going to go more or less kind of highlight each one of these items, at least for the public for it to get on record. And we would vote on it, that it's going to go forward, and to me, part of this for the people come into this room was to hear the discussion, was to hear the perspective, and I get that. We were going to send it to committee. 

I think they wanted to hear some of the dialogue coming from us. And if we are saying we are pretty much done and moving it on to committee for to come back and go from there... I just think that there is some things that we could be discussing one's claim represented to us that it triggers some thoughts on some ideas now that the public would like to hear now while they are sitting in the audience. 

That is my perspective. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
I think that is mine as well. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I knew that. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
That would also spark just our initial thoughts. We are not hearing possibly missed information. I want to hear what Clay has to say as well. 

SPEAKER: 
I feel like EF Hutton, every time I speak, everybody listens. Do you want me to start? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Let me just ask a quick question. I think I already did and you answered it. There is nothing on the rest of this list that you need direction on today? 

I thought that we might today get rid of some things, or at least here's some discussion to inform ENRAC. They know what the Council is thinking and then they give us their feedback. 

SPEAKER: 
Again, what I am hearing, as I said, I should go through the list. Identify what was behind the discussion, and then that way if you want us to add it onto the agenda for ENRAC, we will. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
We haven't voted on it yet. There is a motion on the floor to turn this over to ENRAC now and let them bring back the recommendations. Is that a fair assessment? Did you second his motion? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I am about to and I will tell you why. It conforms with everything else I can do in terms of staff recommendations, other board recommendations and determination to get rid of something or keep something. 

That is where I am at his consistency with what we do. I stand firm where I want to hear all aspects of this, but also to keep it within process in terms of how we do things everywhere else. So yes, second. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok. Motion on the floor by Johnson, second by Robbins to dispose of the rest of the debate and give it to ENRAC once that is appointed, at which time we can add, subtract or take whatever action we need. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Mr. chair, (indiscernible) people who are interested, those are the people who will probably... If we took something off the list it would be important to somebody else here. That is basically what we are talking about. What we want to take off the list. I think it might be unfair. They may take it off the list pretty quick, but we still have it in place, if we think it is very important, put it back on the list. 

It would also mean people in the audience for public participation are subject to put it back on the list. That's why I say give the list to the committee. And actually, we still have time. We have the committee coming up, and we may look at this and look at it a little differently in the next two or three meetings as it comes up about what we might want to do, whether we add or take away. There is nothing to stop us from doing that after some more thought on it and more talk with staff on it. I would leave it alone for the moment. That is just my thought. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, let's tease out the timeframe. When is this coming up for the committee? 

SPEAKER: 
We could bring back the resolution at the next available agenda which would be the first meeting of July. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That gives you six weeks to advertise it? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
We would not need to advertise it, this, because it's a resolution. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We would need to advertise for potential members. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
That's a good point because we would need to typically advertise when you finalize what the qualifications are. So, really, it would be a two-step process. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
There would be applications like any other citizen advisory committee that they have to fill out. I'm asking? Is that how you envision it? 

MICHAEL G DYER: 
Yes, sir. (away from mic) 

SPEAKER: 
You want to see the applications, the groups, you guys would decideâ€¦ You would give suggestions, as was on that slide of various groups that we know would be available. I think we would encourage the groups to work together if there was a group that maybe didn't make the list or get selected. I think that viewpoint, the people who represent, say, development... they would be in charge of getting more viewpoints from development. Same with the environmental communities. There are quite a few groups, some are on the committee, they would hopefully engage the other environmental groups. A lot of folks I know are on multiple organizations, and therefore, I think they would gain the perspective of multiple organizations. But the idea is to get that (indiscernible) cost section across the entire spectrum of viewpoints for our community. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, so it will come back to Council to form this committee, and how long until they meet? How long do they have until they bring back recommendations? I'm just trying to figure out if I will still be on the earth. 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, sir, you well. Once the committee is established you would have an organizational meeting. There are some immediate changes, technical changes that we need to go through. These are things where we may have inconsistencies with state law, federal law, identify changes in technical requirements, that we can get working on immediately. Those can go forward to them as soon as they are ready, and able to meet. 

I think we can hit the ground running with ENRAC once it's established. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Were going to tell them when to meet and how many meetings to have? 

SPEAKER: 
That would be up to the committee. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
To the committee or the Council? 

SPEAKER: 
I guess that would also... if you want to set their meeting schedule, I gather it can be done. 

SPEAKER: 
That would be within the Council's discretion, if you want to set any deadlines or expectations when you would receive certain deliverables... 

SPEAKER: 
And if there are any priorities. The concern with low-impact development. Is that the number one priority to get in front of ENRAC? Do we abandon the grant and just go forward with it at that point. We would be glad to do so, if that is the direction of the Council. We need to know process wise which one is the priority. We want to make sure we identified what we were going to be going after now that we know if it is the entire list. Then what would be the priority to counsel, and is there a targeted deadline to have some of those taken care of? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 

Yeah, that was my hope for today. That we would set those priorities. Now it seems like we're putting it off until the committee is formed, they meet, one or two or however many times, then they bring us back, and I don't gets fair to say to them, "You didn't really handle the priorities that we wanted in order." And again, I want to hear from the public, but I think that they deserve to know from us, the people they elected, what we think the priorities are. They can certainly tell us they disagree. So... 

Alright. So the motion is to give it to ENRAC, which will first have to be formed, and hopefully direction given to them... How often they meet, when to meet. 

Ben, I'm really not comfortable with, and I don't it gets fair to them, to give it to them and then they really don't know what we expect as far as getting backed to us, and bringing something back. Because the public... look at the people here today. They are anxious to get started. I don't want to force a conclusion... 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
That's what I don't want, to force a conclusion. I want it done right because this is something that will affect our citizens for five to ten years and into the future. It's very important that we go about it in in a very precise manner. Not to do something, any kind of knee-jerk reaction, and to let that committee look at it, and the committee that is across-the-board, and then bring it back to us. 

The final outcome rest with us. If we disagree with something, and we have every right and responsibility to sit and debated and say, "We think that this is not quite where we need to go." But I think probably 95% of the things, when we look at it, they are going to be talking to the people out here. Those people are going to be working, and we are trying to work through a consensus, and the majority of what comes back to us should be pretty much finished product. That is what we're looking for. But we are always able to work... things change. We may have to change some things. But it gives us a very, very good starting point. I think we have to trust our citizens on these committees and our citizens to give them good advice, and then they feed us the advice, and we take it and come up with a final product. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I just don't see this as a knee-jerk reaction because we been talking about it for 30 years, and at least for the last five and 10 years, pretty seriously. As we look at what happened to the lagoon, but (unknown name) River, the St. John's River... there are things we need to deal with, and I'm not excited about pushing it down the road again. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Those things didn't happen overnight, and will have to unwind them carefully if we want to make a difference in the future. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
In a period of the most rapid growth we have seen in a long time, there is a lot of things that could happen without some direction given to what Volusia County's, what we want to look like, how we want to grow. I don't want to be another concrete jungle like we have in other counties. The fact is, we are here, at least I am, I am hearing from the public every day. Denny? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Chair, respectively, I don't think it's fair to pin that on that member sitting here for wanting more information, and doing exactly what, ultimately,'s constituents, yourself included, are asking for. Which is to get as much information before we make a decision. 

With that said, were going through a period of growth, but we can't ignore that that growth, and this is partial information, is still a 1.6% annual growth rate in the entirety of Volusia County. 

Now, were going through a period of time in Volusia County where there has never been a time better for the environment in Volusia County. We have programs in place, a lot of them. Volusia forever, Echo (?) got renewed for another 20 years. We're doing a lot in Volusia County... 

**Audio lost** 

**Audio restored** 

DANNY ROBINS: 
-- There is a lot more to this, but to jump forward and do exactly what... rush this, without implementing or hearing from our appointees on this, why even have the board? If we're just going to make decisions and take the wind out of our residence sales. No matter what side of the venture, I went to hear it to make the best decision possible. That's all. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Wow. I'm going to say this as calmly as I can, Danny. For you to sit here and look at all of these people in the eye and say, "Growth is not a problem of Volusia County." You are in a distinct minority. For you to sit here and say, "There's no pressing issue. That I'm try to scare people about water." That is, factually... that is factually incorrect. We have serious water problems, and I don't want everybody to walk away from here and say, "Everything's being done that should be done. We don't have a problem." That's not true! 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I didn't say that, Jeff. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
You just did, I heard you. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I stated facts on a workshop that was very extensive. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
You don't get to create your own facts. We have a serious water issue in Volusia County. We can't continue to ignore it. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I agree. And we're doing a lot of things, OK, you are entitled to your opinion, but you're not entitled to... 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
It's not an opinion! 

We both said on the Indian River Lagoon, and I go to the meetings, and they are laying out a scary scenario of what's happening in Indian Lagoon that is in Volusia County, and it affects other rivers, or somebody said that we needed to put manatees on our local restaurants (Laughs) I disagree with that, but we are killing the fish industry, the shellfish industryâ€¦ Those are facts! Not just we the people who sit up here, but it's the accumulation of what's been done in Volusia County for a long time. Yes, we're working on it, but there are things that change over 30 years. We need to approach it differently. The things we've done in the past, smart growth is not handling it. We need to grow more responsibly. Go ahead, Ben, I know that your -- 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
And we are on a path right now. But we can't stop this problem this afternoon. We can't stop the growth. Half the people in here are worried about their future property rights! And the other half still worry about it somewhat. Most of them really don't want to take away somebody's property rights inadvertently. We got to take and do this thing in a logical, organized manner. Where we get the real information back with all of the people in this room, not just these people. Were talking about all of our citizens who want to be involved, to give us the best possible information. It's not something that the variance arc in hand is a big old piece of paper and say, start quote here our recommendations." Because our vision, the way it's going, we start picking things off a little bit at the time. The step we can take care of, we take care of it. I didn't hear any of what... there is a lot going on here that you are adding, added living it to, at the moment. But this is the way to do it. A correct way to do it. A correct way to serve our citizens. A correct way to make sure that we don't end up doing something that gets this county suit from all different directions because that (unknown name) act, or we have violated people's property rights, or we haven't even done environmentally, and correctly. That's what we need our staff and the committee to bring stuff back to us in a logical manner so that we can make something that is a real piece of paper that really does us at some good, and could possibly be something that other places in the state look at in the end and say, "This is a good work product, and I do gets good all the way around." that's the end of it. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, you declared it's the end of it. That's not. We have to bring that back. You just said that. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
(Away from microphone) we should always be working on taking and fixing as it goes along. It is a policy and procedure manual. It is never done. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
You are right, it's never done. That's my problem. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Don't put words in my mouth! Never down means you find new situations or changes that you fix that problem. You don't close the chapter and say we are not doing any more about it. You look at it. Times change. Situations change. People change and you fix it from there. It doesn't mean we are slamming a door on not fixing it. We are always working on these problems on these different laws and fix it as we go along. 

That is what I mean by it is never done. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok. I guess we will see when it comes back from the committee, whenever that is. Then we will see what your opinion is then. You cannot go against this, because this committee already made their opinions known. 

It is just... My issue, Ben, and it is the issue of most of the public I hear from, is that what they expect from us based on history is that we are going to kick everything down the road. I don't want to give that appearance. 

I have not once said we need to go through this list and make the final decision on everything on here. I expected us to make priorities. I will just say now, for whoever the potential people that will be on ENRAC, that the discussion on (indiscernible) will be a priority. I think it is to staff. 

I will make sure as far as I can that it is to staff, because that is how we can mostly affect the number one problem of water pollution, number one and two according to what studies you are looking at, but stormwater runoff, what we do with it, how we treated, because we can treated without spending millions of millions of dollars. 

Barbara Girtman. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, chair. I agree with Susan who came up and said that low impact development is not new. Our staff has been working with it. I agree with chair that that should be one of the priorities, and I think it is one of the low hanging fruit, as we would say. 

And certainly, one of the areas that we can ask the committee to focus on, and get something back to us, you know, in short order. I do not think it is a heavy lift, because again, I think there's a lot of resources out there to help that. 

I am like the chair, I think we should help give guidance with some of the direction and priorities that we would like the committee to focus on, and maybe even rank them. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Ok. We have a motion on the floor by Johnson, second by Robbins. We have had a fairly vigorous discussion. All in favor of... And Ben, please correct me if I get this wrong, but we are kind of ending the debate for today, creating the committee, giving it to them and then we will hear back from them? Ok. 

Chris, I will ask you to call a role on this. 

SPEAKER: 
Mr. Robbins? For the record, that was yes. Ms. Girtman? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Are we ranking them? Are we just accepting them as is and they come back when they come back? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
That's what this is, yes. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
That was my understanding. To hear from our panel. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I've got a concern with that. So no. 

SPEAKER: 
Mr. Johnson? Mr. Brower? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
No. And here's... We are going to hear from Clay again. I think Barbara just gave us the most important thing that we can do right now, that will not take very long for the sake of this committee, is just to rank some things here and let them know what the concerns are that we are hearing from our constituents. 

Clay, you just had a discussion with staff. Is there anything else... 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
I was just getting Clay ready to go. I think we will continue on as we talked about. It might be a little bit as he reads them as a group, because there is a main topic and quite a few singular items in there, it might be a little easier to let him go over what those items are, and then maybe you can get some priority out of that on those grouping, or if there is nothing there, or if there is something there you don't want, or something you want to make a priority as you work your way down, and may be an overall priority which you have talked about already. With the low impact development and these other types. 

I think if you take them in that group, it will be easier to understand. So... Go ahead. 

SPEAKER: 
Under environmental management, we have several different topics. The first one we've identified is preservation. This pertains to chapter 15 and chapter 72. The code of ordinances are the countywide environmental standards that we enforce here in Volusia County and incorporated areas, but are also required to be incorporated into the ordinances of our cities. 

Chapter 72 are specific regulations to tree preservation that we have had in the incorporated area only. What we have identified are changes that we need to explore in regards to how these standards are carried out and changes that need to be done. 

The first one allows for flexibility and modification of the (indiscernible) requirements based on site conditions. Especially with some of the smaller in fill lots, you have a situation where you have a considerable number of specimen trees that would be difficult at best to be able to build a single-family home or nonresidential structure. 

So are there opportunities for utilizing alternative planting plans, other medications and those types of things we would like to see done there. Identifying specifically what the criteria would be and how we would be best serving on that. 

Just keep going, and then increase tree retention area requirements and environmentally sensitive land. Those are natural resource management area and the environmental cargo overlay. In other words, we currently require a minimum 15% natural vegetation retention area, do you want to increase this for lands that are within the natural resource management area or ECHO? 

If the developer proposes to clear lots in the subdivision. What we have heard from the public and some of the elected officials is the clearcutting of the subdivision. If someone has to do that because of other standards, candidly, when you're infrastructure starts growing or your water and sewer lines have to go, that dictates what your subdivision is going to be for your lots. 

If they have to do additional plantings to mitigate above and beyond the standards that we currently have. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Why would they have to clear cut? 

SPEAKER: 
When basically what you are looking at is everything built upon itself. Worried the sanitary sewer line is going dictate whether Road has to be. Therefore once you start working that end, that dictates how much Phil, how much change you have to do to the topography. We require typically 36 inches minimum clearance between a road and a sanitary sewer pipe. Sanitary sewer pipe usually has to be after the water table. Once you start laying the framework of your residential subdivision, or commercial subdivision, that dictates what is going to happen with your minimum finished floor. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Why when the layout of the land dictate instead of the reverse? Is that building in areas that it shouldn't be? 

SPEAKER: 
This has been a standard of practice in engineering for years. You don't put pipes into groundwater and that type of thing. You see the elevation changes. Many of the subdivisions of folks residing in were potentially clear-cut when they were put in place. It is just, again, a situation where also standards from flood prevention established by FEMA, we didn't have those in the 50s, 60s and 70s. Now we do. 

Again, it is just a combination of multiple things between engineering design and regulatory aspects pertaining to stormwater and floodplain management that are dictating some of the needs for fill on-site. 

The whole point is that if someone is coming in and clearing the site, they would have to do additional mitigation. Eliminate the exemption for historic trees for single-family lots or agricultural lots without bona fide agricultural use. 

Currently, in our code, if you own a single-family home and live there and have a's directory on your side, you are exempt from removal restriction. You can take it out without any permit. 

Whereas, and also it's the same thing for generally agriculturally zoned properties. We have agricultural lands that do not have bona fide agricultural classification. Is this something with the Council want to put more restrictions on the preservation of historic trees on owner-occupied single-family lots and agriculturally zoned properties that do not have a bona fide agricultural use? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Can you pause one second? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
It's really going back to the last comments you are making about clearcutting. That is one of the primary concerns I hear a lot from the constituents. I think it is important to have explained that, to explain why that is happening the weight is happening with the developer. But it is also for that committee to tell us what the alternative options can and should be as far as dealing with that, I guess, to create more buffer or what are those alternatives to get back to a green community. 

SPEAKER: 
Pardon me. (unknown name), beer County engineer. With regard to the clearcutting, with regard to subdivision development, a large portion of properties are clear-cut because of how properties are developed these days. While they do make use of the existing topography of the land as much as possible, for a lot of the reasons Clay mentioned, you have to build the homes above grade so they don't fly during higher storm winds. 

As part of that, when you clear the gratings for the road, that's the first thing you have to put in. Also in other locations as well. Storm water takes about 15% of your site, roads are anything from 15 â€“ 20% of your site. And then there is the natural vegetated areas you are required to have so relief is in place. 

Pretty much everything else is cleared. The reason the lots get cleared is generally because we have to accommodate the grades that are necessary to get above the floodplain as well as any of the drainage issues that may come with the property. 

In addition, when we put the roads in, for example, we are required to provide space for utilities. That doesn't include all the utilities, it is generally just the wet utilities and those are placed on an easement out of the road right-of-way. Most homes have a 20 foot setback, one half of your setback is eaten up by the utility easement. After that, you talk about building the home, you need 5 feet at least in front of the home to be able to walk back and do all that. So you have a 5 foot strip. 

By the time you get done with the amount of space that you need to construct a home, you have cleared 90% of that lot in the first place. Saving that back 10%, if it meets the grades that you need to make the stormwater work, you are usually going to go ahead and grade that too. That is why you see a large portion of the lots of subdivisions, the areas that are naturally vegetated are grouped to make stormwater work, you had to clear most of the sections. 

What you want to look at is how many homes you need to have cleared at the time. A large part of that depends on the builder. For example, in Margaritaville, they are selling three â€“ 400 homes per year, which is huge compared to around 100 homes per year. When you are trying to identify a proper limit for the phasing (indiscernible) you potentially want to consider. Those are the types of things that the committee can have explained by our staff and other professionals and look at different options for limiting those types of things, particularly, stem walls that make use of the existing property. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I just need a quick comparison, how much of a low-impact developmentâ€¦ I think this all goes together. It is clear cut... To achieve those LAD, clustered standards compared to how we do business now. It appears like clear-cut work, no matter what standard you go by, you still have to clear the land to go further or build. So, I'm just confused. 

SPEAKER: 
For a large part of that, yes that's true. If you went to more of a stem wall construction which is basic where you build a foundation that has walls around the perimeter instead of grading up to the slab. You basically put those walls, backfill the material, and pour the foundation on that. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
What I'm getting at, you still have to clear cut...? You still have to clear the property to even build low impact. 

SPEAKER: 
Low impact, what I understand, is you go for a smaller lot. The smaller lot, the less you have to clear-- and ask if you're talking about a 40 foot lot. 

(Multiple speakers) 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Do we have a (indiscernible)? Or will this come later in the presentation? 

SPEAKER: 
Again, these are issues that we are going to be bringing up and discussing how they go. To explain, we currently have conservation subdivisions which allow you to cluster and preserve a minimum 60% of the area and open space. You have to preserve a minimum of 75% of the wetlands on the site. We do have provisions in place that allow for the clustering and preservation and protection of those resources, and we do encourage the use of the Florida Green building coalition or LEAD standards which would be tying into low-impact development. That's currently allowed under the conservation subdivisions. Those are only allowed in norma (?) and echo areas. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Clay for explaining that because when you hear that low-impact element is just clustering homes it kind of leads off what else you said. Which is that there's a purpose for that. We're not just clustering homes to decrease density, you can keep the density, cluster homes, and then you preserve the 60, 70% of the property so that there is living soil and living habitats, and a nicer place to live. Which is why (indiscernible) is my priority because it's not necessarily clearly understood by everybody. 

SPEAKER: 
Again, we were talking about clearcutting, putting in more requirements. If you clear cut for subdivisions, you have to do additional plantings and requirements. Then we were talking about the exemption for historic freeze on single family, owner-occupied, agricultural lots without bona fide agricultural use. Those are some of the things that were identified in previous discussions with the Council. 

Change exemption for agricultural use to those areas that only have a bona fide agricultural use regardless of the zoning category. Again, we currently have properties that have A1, A2, A3, A4 zoning, but may not have a bona fide agricultural use through the property appraiser's office. 

The way our ordinance is written right now is the agricultural zoning gives you an exemption to many of our tree presentation â€“ my preservation standards. Do we want to be more restrictive with that? And say that it's only allowed if you have a bona fide agricultural use on the property? 

The exemption of tree removal for bona fide agriculture... if someone comes out, has a bona fide agricultural classification, they can clear cut their property or pasture. If they come in with a development within three years, we say that clearing as part of the development application so they have to do treat mitigation for the tree that they removed. That is a three year rebuttable assumption. Do you want to increase that timeframe so that it would be 10 years? That means if somebody cleared the property 10 years ago, or, excuse me, eight years ago, and they came in for a development application, we would require treatment occasion? 

Exemptions for airports, public road projects, land management, and state and federal lands. Currently we do not have an exemption for Daytona Beach International Airport or any other airport, so we would definitely believe that's necessary because when you read through FA eight guidelines (?), one of the things they're concerned about is wildlife habitat attracting birds, other species which are not conducive to airport traffic. So, we would like to see those exemptions also for federal and state and land management practices done by local governments as well. Then also, for public road projects, when we are going through and creating a new public road, that we would not be required to do tree mitigation removal associated with that. 

Add a waiver to the minimum to recover based on the specific conditions. This ties back into, again, we have a variety of different situations where you have heavily treed areas as opposed to areas that are pure pasture right now. Those don't differentiate with what were dealing with. We want to investigate what could be done if there is a mitigating circumstance. 

Replacement requirements for palms, and modified... and other wide if I come in and I am removing a hardwood, I can come back and replace it with a palm or some sort. What we would like to be able to do is make sure that it's a type of tree for type of tree. It's a hardwood, replace without hardwood. If it's a palm, replace with a pump. We don't want to see a situation where different types of species are being intermingled from what the replacement should be. 

Modified tree replacement trust accounts, that way we can utilize it. right now it's very restrictive. What it is is, if you are developing your property, be it a single-family home or a residential subdivision, or a commercial piece of land, you cannot do mitigation on site, you have the opportunity to write a check based on the value of the treat mitigation that you cannot accomplish on site. It's deposited into an account that is solely used only for tree mitigation. We can only use it for trees on public lands owned by Volusia County. 

What would like to be able to do is enter into situations where, if there is a public accessible opportunity, be it through an easement, a park, those types of things, that we be able to utilize that money for those trees with a greater flex ability. What we're seeing is that being able to come up with what to just we can spend the money for tree mitigation. the critical part is this can't be utilized for required trees. So, if the county is doing a project, and required to put in one tree for every 2500 feet, we can't use the trust account for that. This is for mitigation so it is meant to be above and beyond what is required for each one of the sites. 

Then, modifying the requirements for residential construction to address. What's going on in their is that we analyse a lot by lot basement, the trees that are in a setback area, trying to address those so that way there is proper mitigation and accounting for that going into how we address residential develop it. If those tree mitigation requests. We are going to go ahead and proceed forward with this to the committee to provide them insight into what's going on there, and basically seek their input on those types of changes. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Denny Robbins connect 

DANNY ROBINS: 
To so I have clarification, Clay, I know we briefly went over this... week, as the government, want to be exempt for some of this stuff, but we want to suggest the citizens, from what I see, they have to abide by it or... really, more regulation. 

SPEAKER: 
What we're doing is we're looking at the public-service aspect of it. In other words, when we put in a road, we should not be required to do mitigation for the road construction. Because, again, it's providing a public service, so therefore it's increasing cost to the general public to comply with the mitigation requirements, when we're providing a necessary service to them. For the airports, that's when we need public safety. Other than that, if we're dealing with accounting project, we still have to abide by all of the requirements for chapter 50. 

For example, when we did the Public Works facility out there on ISP (?) we had to go out there and they had to comply with all of that chapter for the requirements, the wetlands, tree preservation, etc. 

SPEAKER: 
How does counsel feel about that? Can we open that up for debate? 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I don't have a debate about it. I want to hear back from the people. I think some of these things are non-issues. I think that's what they're going to decide, and come back with its overregulation. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
My feeling is that some of it is... this is one area where I want to hear from the agricultural community as well. Not just because I am one, but because we've heard a lot of concerns about them today, and I think we need toâ€¦ I think they need to be part of the conversation. 

My general feeling is I would like to seeâ€¦ I think we can accomplish what we need to accomplish with tree preservation instead of tree replacement requirements. Which again, I'm going to be a broken record (Laughs), Which is why think LID (?) is the starting point, and then you work your way down to the other five major categories that were going to talk about here. Because that doesn't preserve a lot of the trees, vegetation, habitat. It preserves the water, restores -- preserves life in the soil which is needed for a clean environment. 

Then it's not clearcutting, and then you go back in and plant some trees afterwards. So... 

Ben Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
One of the things that's not often talked about is a lot of our properties around here right now that are vacant are orange groves. Or pastureland. Where just wild trees grow through them, where an enormous amount of them are what to 60, 80 years. A lot of them have been up there for 40 or 50 years now. So you were taking down some of these trees to put up a good, a Live Oak, which is a 300 year tree. Clearcutting is not always a bad. Sometimes it gets rid of things that will be a danger to the homes, the people, and are not going to last. They go down and you could start them with a very good set of trees, bushes, etc. 

As for listening to the people, we don't have the time to go through all of this here today, and I think that's one of the reasons that Danny and I kind of wanted it to go to the committee where this is debated in front of the committee apiece at the time. Not just we go through this, and people stand up here, and talk to us, and then we try to go to the next one, and were basically trying to take away from the committee that we put together, which we should be listening to. We can go through these lists, and I'm listening to it, and I look at it and say, "I'm not quite in the mood to take anything off this list because I want to hear it from the people who really have the time to delve into it." With the people who are the tree masters, arborists, etc. Given the proper advice. 
SPEAKER: 
And there are also a lot of these plans and requirements and laws in place, what happened no matter what kind of development, what happens when you (indiscernible) around any tree, do you get cut off from the group? Does the tree died because of that? Because ultimately what it seems is that I was the people to know and I want to be educated, and his group want to be better educated, of how this actually works. 

We are finally getting around something where there really isn't aâ€¦ I do want to say it is possible to get around, but I am trying to digest some of this OIC is more and more and more regulation. And that is not what I am about personally. 

I also want to do the right thing, yet on this Anderson and the people on both sides. Mr McDonald. I want to hear what they have to say. I am going to need more information before I can really vote on any of this stuff. I not going to do it. 

SPEAKER: 
Environmental managing Director, but after them. I can answer the question about trees and the impact of development. So in our course, we reviewed a development plan the applicant are required to provide us with a survey to show what occurs in relation to the trees on the street. And look at what is being proposed. Integrating proposed, is there a driveway, it's the concrete. And we protect the roots of the trees, if you protect the trunk but if you do not protect the route so that we will not survive. 

Our call processes that, at any trees too close to the imposed driveway or building, if those infrastructure items cannot be moved in those trees actually considered removed even if the trunk of the tree is outside of it. 

So if a tree is going to be functionally impacted that it should be with you. Do not let people keep entry that is going to die in one year because of the impact of the development. So those are considered for approval. 

We try to work with people to design the site that preserves as many trees as possible. And we like to work on if our standards are sufficient? We are looking for something more, as you have at the workshop. So one of the waiters he looked at is to increase the local preservation area. It's 15% sufficient? If not, you want something else? 

Every tree on the site to see if it is going to survive, and grading has a big impact of tree survivability. . As we are able to guide people through solutions. There is multiple staff on duty to look at these issues. 

SPEAKER: 
We run into any of these problems, we can increase it in terms ofâ€¦ Just trying to think ahead and play devils as a gift, what problems could be encounter with increasing percentage, no matter what my opinion is, no matter if we do more in this department, what are we facing? And what protections will be on the landowner? 

I just didn't want to take away the force of the land owner. I do not want to take their voice away. 

SPEAKER: 
So, that is primarily a legal question. At what point do you get to the point that you have taken away from the rights of the landowner that they didn't have to write up another that is a great, there is a lot of talk about being seen. But I think we heard from the (unknown term) accreditation have been very few losses. 

I didn't want to act like and 30 because I am absolutely not one, but we have those people who can grant us on this. I didn't think you considered 30% if the appointment were crossed over into a taking. I didn't think we can say it with that kind of set but we have the ability at the county to regulate development. And work with attorneys to maybe find the sweet spot. 

SPEAKER: 
And that is in the eye of the holder in terms of what that sweet spot it. And when we asked a lot of this stuff up we have, that father, and a tree we have to say so far away from home and when you said too much government? I want to educate people in a natural way. 

I didn't think there is one person in the Ferguson "I want to destroy everything. I do not want clean water." I think we need to pursue the balance, people naturally gravitate towards doing the right thing. But that is kind of where I am at. 

I am having a hard time swallowing some of the stuff that we are absolutely bombarded with speculation and regulation, and whatnot. That is not the answer. We see it all the time at the national and local level thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Just to kind of clarify and provide some insight, this is a very site-specific question in terms of exposure. Obviously if you have an existing lot, you cannot regulate it if it is not developed in a reasonable manner. That removes the investment expectations of the property. 

When a new piece of land that gives a little bit more flexibility with the design aspect. That is a hazy question. It is an easier answer if you have an existing lot. You cannot make but not usable. But for a new piece of land, where there are some design decisions and construction of the land itself, that is kind of done on a case-by-case basis. 

Taking into account all of those things, you can regulate a way with the expectations of the property owner, so long as you keep that in mind when you are drafting the implementations or regulations. So it is not a clear-cut answer for those subdivision developments, that have yet to be developed or thought (indiscernible) rights. The fact that is a great way of putting it as well. Because we see the subdivisions popping up, mostly in the city. And what impact them hundreds of thousands of donors, in the subdivisions. They are the minority in this. 

This all affects nobody, no matter what side you are on. It's perfect. And there is no one-size-fits-all. So I am just trying to have betterâ€¦ I am trying to swallow some of this, and I do not know if I can that this moment. 

SPEAKER: 
If we could just wrap this up, and Ginger, you can correct me if I am wrong. For many it is lastâ€¦ That is less concerned with some of his farm. If they were to cut down the tree or pick up a balm, or a conservative yard that they want to remove the heart of hurricane season or whatever. 

What I am concerned about is the absolute clearcutting what is happening. It is not just about safety a tree, and tomorrow I am going to because if we however. I have another hug, but I have built a tree house, which is very difficult with regulations. There are no substandard supporting a foundation for a tree houseâ€¦ Oh, but not recognized by government. 

But for me, when we clear-cut the property - I am related it all back to quality. The more habitats that can - not just a single pre-habitat, you mentioned the importance of favourite system. There was a gentleman talking about mycelium, and most of us might have missed it. 

Make it a part of the father is underground that you didn't see into the body. But it is extremely important in the environment because it improves a lot. My troop can help to remove chemicals. And when we clear-cut, we will read that habitat. With a group of the wildlife, all of the things that are really important, that are the kidneys of our water supply. Not just that it looks nice, it does, but they are important. In the preservation and health of our environment which we are required to do in the county at charter, try andâ€¦ Try and write this ethical balance. 

Sunday this morning, it is balancing act, and it. So I guess I called you up, correctly if I am wrong, to talk about the benefits of a habitat. 

SPEAKER: 
You are not one of that. The point of entry is to preserve the habitat. And have all this talk about the value of trees. The habitat suspicious. The water quality. The more water that is taking up the tree restoration is water that is not going to work off. And there are multiple established benefits of this. And I think everybody here agrees with that. I didn't think that there is anybody who doesn't think that a is important. 

After all of this now put more emphasis on the development of currently three sites, rather than aboutâ€¦ My own house, if I have a tree that is opposite in my driveway, there are multiple exceptions in our ordinance. 

So how much of those currently vegetated lots should be cleared for the development? And I think that is kind of like we're here. That is what you asked us to bring this up. So you weren't wrong, we are definitely trying to focus on the areas that are currently treed, and not pick on every homeowner and, in the county. Does that make sense? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
We are not going to vote on any of this today. We just need to discuss it so that something On. All we are doing is sitting here debating practically want to come up again. We are not accomplishing anything except for keeping everybody here all afternoon. 

We are wasting our time. I have had about enough of wasting time for one day. We got where he needed to get, we need to stick with it, let's go follow-up it. And let them come back with logical solutions, when they have a chance to have the professionals and experts in front of them, to take care of it. Because they're not voting today. 

SPEAKER: 
I am thinking as much. 

SPEAKER: 
My feeling was that the potential committee needs to hear this debate, and know some of the backgroundâ€¦ 

BEN JOHNSON: 
The committee is not here. 

SPEAKER: 
That is why SS potential committee, and the fact that it is our responsibility. You can put undercoat and eat. That is your choice. But it is our responsibility, ultimately. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I was hoping that we could have a top-level, you know, go down the list, get it on the record. And I am not saying it is good or bad. And this was not my expectation. It was more than top-level. So you knowâ€¦ Very 

SPEAKER: 
I agree with you. That is what I was trying to say before. There is so much to this, and I cannot make a decision. 

(Reads) Was not intended to make a decision today, it was just to hear what was on the record and keep it moving. That is my intention. 

I was just saying if you needed more information, but we knew that we are not voting today. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Motion to adjourn? 

SPEAKER: 
There is a motion by Mr Johnson, seconded by Ms Girtman. 

JEFFERY S BROWER: 
Can I have the public comments? I agree with you when you say we can (indiscernible). 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I am going to withdraw my motion. 

JEFFERY S BROWER: 
There is only one. Hold on. We could vote on ranking these things, just for the benefit of the committee, and for our own benefit. If you don't want to, we don't have to. That is what you mentioned at first, and I thought that was good. 

Before we go to public commerce, do you want to do that? 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Again, I thought that was a good idea. The way this is going, from going through the list, it is getting a lot deeper, and is not just a high level review of it, and to determine which of those categories. 

To me, it was not a matter of each line item 2 rank, it was of the five or six categories, which of those we wanted for them to prioritize. That was my perspective, but like I said, it has gone a lot deeper than that. That was not my intention. 

JEFFERY S BROWER: 
We have seven main categories. Planning, building, tree preservation, wetlands, protective species, IR L's, (indiscernible). If nobody feels the need to rank those, then that is fine. 

So we have one member of the public who would like to speak. Wendell (unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
I came up this morning. I told you I was on both sides of the fence. Conservation is an investor. I am not a developer. I am for less government regulation. We talked earlier. I am all about rebranding instead of the bureaucracy of renaming a committee that we already have rebranded. It has been done, guys off the table. Thanks. 

I would like to know the percentage of parcels that have vested rights from the gentleman that drove his mind 78 Dodge (indiscernible) to the County in 1978. Come on. I have a lot of properties. 

I have a son, four grandchildren, they are in college, doing things. I have a lifestyle to live up to myself, and obligations. I am purchasing another 127 parcels in Volusia County. I am under a nondisclosure agreement for the purchase. 

Am getting a little frustrated here today, see all these change exemptions for agricultural use. I am buying these properties that are in A1. They are categorized as A1. They said I bought one and 1/4 acres, in other is traffic on that road. 

Buyer beware. That is going to happen. Stuff happens. You buy next to an airport, inflates have to stop. This is getting ridiculous. The current rules for removal of trees for agricultural purposes for A1, there is this ugly word I hear. 

Clearcutting. I'm not one to be doing that. Basically to be doing heavy under brushing. That is my term. You can call it whatever you like. That is what I am going to be doing with my parcels. I will be back here next month with a proposal to conserve land in that Cape Atlantic district to offer up two parcels to the county, in exchange for two parcels that the county opens. I am working with the county. 

This isn't agreeing, this is going the (indiscernible) bathwater. This affects everybody that owns a parcel in Volusia County, if you are putting on regulations that are already there. Especially when you say modify and add to the already existing... already have existing offsets and parameters and would have to abide by. You are going to add to it? I am restricted on a 10 acre parcel. Why pay more taxes on that one property that you pay for 10 or 20 years? 

It makes no sense to me on that one take parcel. I paid 10 times as much, and I get no tax break for it. 

(Bell rings) 

SPEAKER: 
You are going to tax the living shit out of me? The expectation remains that way in this 2023. 

(Bell rings) 

JEFFERY S BROWER: 
Thank you. We had two other people and that I will close public hearing. Frank (unknown name), and then Warren Richards.. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. My name is Frank (unknown name). I am a taxpaying citizen of Volusia County. I've resided on the same agriculture property for 75 years. They have been passed on generation to generation. I am with then and Danny Robbins when they are tabling some of this stuff. I am from the standpoint of agriculture. There is a lot of people interested in the past few days, that we have talked to, that we are not aware of what is going on here. It was enlightened to me here last week. There is a lot of folks that when we come to some of these rules and regulations, environmentalists are trying to push in the agriculture, it is detrimental. It is reckless and also devalues the property, as well as getting involved with personal property rights. 

I just wanted to say, for the record, I am in total agreement with what others have been saying this far. Some of this stuff really needs to be studied out. I recommend that as you progress along here, that you do inform somewhat publicly, the agriculture people have information on what is going on. There is money that is not. That is all I want to say. 

SPEAKER: 
The status quo has gotten us to where we are today. If we don't make changes, it is only going to get worse. I grew up on a 7000 acre cattle rich. It is houses now, but I understand (indiscernible). I grew up near Lake (unknown name). One of the best bass fishing lakes in the freaking country. Guess what destroyed it? Agriculture. 

If we don't do anything, if we don't change the status quo, we are doomed. We all need food to live, there is no doubt about it. I understand that completely. There is better ways of doing things. Destroying wetlands, destroying filters in our kidneys, like Jeff said, has got us in the detriment that we are today. 

JEFFERY S BROWER: 
And that is only half from the public. Thank you again, everyone here that came. Especially those of you expressed your voice. We will continue this, but at 2:24, 2:25 PM, we are now adjourned. 

SPEAKER: 
You didn't vote on the motion. If you pardon me? We don't have to have a motion to adjourn. 

SPEAKER: 
I have a motion on the floor. 

SPEAKER: 
We didn't have a second. 

JEFFERY S BROWER: 
His motion got seconded. 

(End of meeting) 
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