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Volusia County Council Meeting 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We will start in two minutes. It is 9:28 AM. We will start at 9:30 AM. 

OK, good morning. It is Tuesday, September 2, 2022 and we will call the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. 

To start, we will have an indication by Pastor Gerron Showalter of the Port Orange Church of the Nazarene. In just a second, I will ask you to stand up. I need to say that this invitation is open to all faith groups in Volusia County, if you'd like to participate, please contact by email, kgreen@volusia.org. 

That is Karissa Green, but it is kgreen@volusia.org. She will help you get all set up. If you would arise for the invitation, if you care to, and we will also immediately follow that with the Pledge of Allegiance. Thank you, sir. 

PASTOR GERRON SHOWALTER: 
Thank you for this opportunity. Let's pray together. We pause this morning before we begin without acknowledging that we are wisdom would go astray and we begin our meeting asking for guidance and involvement in matters today. 

In this room, decisions will be made that affect thousands of people, thank you for these representatives. Thank you for their willingness to lead our county, and we pray that you will be with them in their discussions and give holy inspiration as they seek to navigate various situations in these unprecedented times. 

Finally, thank you God that you love us. Thank you that you are a God who is near, you are a God that is for us, you are with us, and your word tells us in Proverbs 16 if we commit ourselves to you, you will guide us. 

We trust you to be true to your word today and pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

(Pledge of Allegiance) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Karissa, would you call the roll, please? 

SPEAKER: 
(Roll call) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We have a full house and quorum. We will begin the meeting, as always, with public participation. I have numerous requests here to speak. 

When I call your name, com,e up and make sure the microphone is close to your mouth so everyone can hear you. There will be a timer on the screen on the monitor in front of you, on the big-screen behind me, you have three minutes to address the Council. 

At the end of three minutes, there will be... a not too intrusive beat. Please try to keep to the three minutes. We have a lot of people that want to speak. We are glad you're here. 

First is Bill Partington, Mayor of Ormond Beach. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. It is a pleasure to be before you this morning. I am here because Ormond Beach has an item on the consent agenda dealing with the Volusia Forever. 

Thank you for considering this item today and we thank the Volusia forever advisory Board for the positive recommendation of this acquisition. 

As you know, Volusia Forever was overwhelmingly renewed by the voters of 2022. The mission of Volusia Forever is to conserve, maintain, and restore the natural environment and provide access for the enjoyment and education of the public. 

On April 5 of this year, the County Council approved the Volusia Forever County Council's recommendation to add the (Unknown Name) property to the group B list. 

This property is 19 acres on the pristine, beautiful Tomoko River. I don't know if any of you have eaten there and seeing the sunset to the west there, but if you did you are looking directly at this 19 acres. 

It is a special piece of property and it was slated to be warehouses, but slating it for residence makes much more sense. We would appreciate your favourable consideration of this request. 

The other great thing of this request is it's a partnership. It's all of us working together, the county, the city, and the St. John's water management District to benefit our residence in a way that will preserve lands and make a great chance to have a huge park and trail system on the outside of Airport Road in Ormond Beach. 

You may be familiar with the facts we have Riverbend Park which is many, many acres just to the south of this property. 

And there is also on old golf course property a little further south. So, you have the opportunity to add these 19+ acres to a couple hundred acres and create ecosystem of preserved natural area for all our residents to enjoy. 

Ormond Beach did a survey recently as part of our update to our Parks and rec master plan, and our residents are clamouring for trails and natural lands. That fits right into this. It is by the advisory committee recommended it. 

We will ask for your favorable consideration. I have to run for another meeting but appreciate you allowing me to speak this morning. If the item gets pulled for any questions, our staff is here, our city manager, Joyce, and Stephen, and they will be happy to answer any of the hard questions I am not smart enough to know the answers to. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, and your service to Volusia County. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, Mayor. All well timed. Paul Richardson. 

SPEAKER: 
Morning, my name is Paul Richardson of DeLand and I have a lot to speak about. 

The loan forgiveness... Wildly cancelling student debt is regressive and it takes it from workers who did not go to college to subsidize the education debt of people with valuable degrees. 

Mr Biden's plan includes an income, the threshold does not reflect the earning with potential, meaning people with high salaries tend to benefit. Mr Biden student low decision will not do enough to help the most valuable Americans, it will provide a (Indiscernible) for those who do not need, with American taxpayers flipping the bill. 

Jason, head of President Obama's counsel, of academic advisors, had this to say on the potential of President Biden's plan. 

The impact is likely to be about $150, to $200 higher and higher cost for typical households. I have sent links to your emails and I do not agree or support those plans whatsoever and I hope you guys do not, either. 

So, according to President Biden, you might be a threat to America if you think the unborn have value, and (Indiscernible) and do not want children sexualized, want parents to have a say in education, believe in election security, are against forced masking, vaccination, and lockdowns, want free speech, you are a Christian and believe in the Lord, in the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ, and believe in Old Republic or over the ruinous chaos. 

The gas prices, or even the Russian invasion of Ukraine, that still going on by the way, since the news have stopped it altogether. President Biden spent his time Thursday night ranting about the patriotic opposition and putting a target on the backs of millions of Americans. 

Extremists that call themselves antifascist feel they have relations to attack everyday Americans and Republican leaders. I pray to Jesus that they do not act on this impulse. 

Make America great again is about love for God, family, and America. And if that means - that does not mean I'm extremist, that means I'm an everyday American. Thank you, I appreciate you listening to me. God bless you and America. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Charisse Boyd. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning counsel, good morning public, good morning everybody watching. I am Charisse Boyd and I'm from Daytona Beach. 

I want to let everybody know something. First, I have to start with â€“ is there anybody up here that thinks they should voluntarily step down before I begin? 

OK. In my hand, I have a concealed weapons license and it was the first one issued to me back in 93. I've been caring for a long time. This is when I received here from Volusia County. 

It was the County Sheriff's office where I went, Randy post, your husband, trained the class. He taught us very carefully and over and over again, the laws and rules. 

It's been brought to my attention on Councilwoman Heather Post fell down the stairs, a firearm came out of her purse and landed on the ground. 

I was not here, I was told a private citizen picked this firearm up and gave it to her and she said to give it to the EMS staff when she arrived. 

I was not here. I am reporting what was reported to me. That person then turned and gave it to the EMS driver, the EMS person put it inside a biohazard bag, transported to the hospital in the vehicle. 

At the same time, when she was offered this firearm, at the hospital, it was told she told them to give it to her husband. I was told this unit was taking out of service to transfer this firearm, concealed weapon, by people â€“ I'm not sure if they have the right to carry this. And taken to her husband. 

I do not know if this is true or not I'm very honest, I do not know. It's come up to me and it's been going around, and if that is the case, I believe as the Council that the metal detectors put up here should not just be for the public. 

Everybody should go to them. Council members and staff. (Unknown Name) did a research paper on the county and its safety and it showed that public production, if there is going to be an active shooter it will likely be an angry employee, disgruntled employee, or similar to that. 

I understand â€“ if the recent Miss post was carrying this comment was because of her concern for Mr (Unknown Name) when he came in with a bulletproof vest on, everybody should carry that day, right? No. 

I do not know if this is true or not but the public has a right to know. All I can say is a lot of people know about this. I do not think it's true. We've asked request from the Sheriff's office and they said due to statute they do not have to release it, I've asked for the (Indiscernible), and also, the FTLE be involved and the Volusia County Sheriff's also start an investigation into Mrs. Post. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Heather Post I would be remiss if I did not allow you to respond to that. 

HEATHER POST: 
There has obviously been a lot of it â€“ for political reasons, I guess, there have been targeted stories about a lot of councilmembers recently. 

Instead of being the focus on me falling down a flight of stairs and being out of commission for five months, the focus has been on creating these ridiculous stories. 

First of all, I did not â€“ I was not in the chambers with any kind of firearm. When I fell on the stairs, no firearm felt out of anything, out of any bag, or anything. 

There is video, security video, and that did not occur. I contend that I have been â€“ I started in law enforcement in February 1992, before that, I carried a gun and I can tell you... no firearm has ever fallen out of anything that I carry, or off of me, at all. Very responsible gun owner. Even falling down a flight of stairs, nothing will fall off of me and cause harm to anyone else. 

Despite that, that absolutely did not occur. I can tell you that right now. (Unknown Name), I will ask you right now, there are members of Council reporting the stuff is happening. 

Can you please let the audience know there was no gun in chambers and no gun fell out of my bag, please? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Yes, to the best of my knowledge and by the staff that was there... 

HEATHER POST: 
Whatever reason this stuff is going around is obviously meant to take attention away from important matters. 

No EMS personnel has ever, ever, ever in my entire career being in possession of any kind of firearm that I have owned. 

That did not happen. I don't know what to tell you but the fact that you are hearing it from a number of people â€“ I don't know what to tell you about that but that is ridiculous. 

George, you know that no gun fell out of my bag, correct? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
To the best of my knowledge and when I was there, that was correct. 

HEATHER POST: 
Do we have EMS here? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
No EMS personnel reported touching any gun. 

HEATHER POST: 
I didn't even fall in chambers. It was in another part of the building. 

Anyone saying that I fell in chambers and I had anything in here â€“ I know that Ben Johnson felt the need to advise the entire public that no firearms are carried by anyone behind the desk in here. 

Which I thought was somewhat detrimental to our safety for whatever reason, he wanted to announce that. Take it for what it is. 

I hope that we can squash this. If you guys want to continue to talk about it, fine, but Alvin Mortimer is in here talking about it. By the way they did do drug tests at the hospital and I wasn't on anything. I wasn't drunk, on any kind of drugs. I fell down a flight of stairs. 

There was no firearm in possession of anyone. Outside of who I would designate my firearm and that is not EMS personnel. Nothing fell out of anything. 

Those are just ridiculous stories. I don't know what to tell you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. Wendell Delarosa. 

SPEAKER: 
Wendell Delarosa, Volusia County, Florida. This is shocking to me to learn this information. And Mister Recktenwald, appeared to me to actually want to continue his statement. 

I would like to hear what George has to say. Later. I am all about transparency. You say you want transparency, transparency, transparency. 

What would solve all of this is an internal affairs investigation by the county, it is simple, you were transported by EMS. You admitted that you had a gun and it was in your purse. 

How did the gun magically get...we were on the Star Trek enterprise and it got lasered over to Indy? Reportedly an ALS ambulance that you talk about, we need an ambulance on every street corner, was taken out of service for over an hour. 

We have this thing called computer aided dispatch. The ambulance that drove you to whatever hospital has GPS in it, will show where it went, will show exactly the speed to the minute, mile an hour, exactly where it went. Those employees, those ALS employees can be interviewed under oath in an internal affairs investigation which they are sworn to and if they lie, they get terminated. 

It is a termination offense for lying in an internal affairs investigation. With Director Swanson and the fire chief, the interim Fire Chief, and this is not a diversion. 

This is a â€“ there is a firearm in chambers, in the County building, I appreciate the security guard here. I have asked for him. The county staff over here all have emails from me. You guys have the emails from me. 

Saying that I love that they are there. A simple internal affairs investigation will solve all of this. I was also denied the public request for video of the fall. I wanted to see the Academy award-winning followed myself personally. 

You have 120 days left on this Council. It would be in the county's best interest if you would just walk away and I asked that an internal affairs investigation be done for transparency to the citizens of Volusia County. 

If I brought a firearm in here and I dropped it sitting over here, you would arrest my ass. You should be in jail. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Heather Post. 

HEATHER POST: 
Just to be clear, in case no one heard me, there was no firearm in chambers. There was no firearm in chambers, there was no firearm in chambers. Second, excuse me. 

Mister Chair and I will say that I believe that person who continuously comes in here which is wonderful that he is so involved in the community of course. Continues to shout out from the audience and it is a point of order. Mister Johnson has brought it up numerous times. 

If we could be so kind as to keep that rule in check. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That is required here. Especially in the midst of this politics of personal destruction. 

HEATHER POST: 
Thank you. As far as the EMS, I am not sure where this thing came up that EMS was given a firearm. 

And that EMS â€“ if you can come up with the name of who had a firearm, or anyone on that crew that had a firearm, Mister Recktenwald, before the end of today's meeting we will have the call from the call and I will contact every single one of those people and have them talk. 

We will see if they are on duty today, see if they can call in, and they can all say on the record whether or not they were given a firearm. 

Never in my entire life have I ever turned over a firearm to anyone in any kind of â€“ that would be completely irresponsible. To hand over something to EMS. 

And that did not happen. The fact that I love the fact that it was brought up that the ALS ambulance was there for an hour. The call times are atrocious for EMS. Not because of the actual workers but because of the system. They weren't at the hospital for an hour because they were waiting on a firearm. They were at the hospital for however long because they were doing what they needed to do in responding to the call. 

Before the end of today's meeting we are going to squash this. This rumor has turned into four rumors out of nowhere. It is very evident that there are those in the community that are trying to take the spotlight off of things that should actually be discussed and put on things like this. 

Which are ridiculous. There is no IA that should be done. That is ridiculous. I don't even know what would be the point in that. That seems like a giant waste of county staff and funding. 

Before the end of the day we will have a call and if we need to bring the EMS people inherently want to waste county resources, we can do that. We can bring them in here and we can have them stand at the podium and they will say whether or not that happened. 

There you go. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. George, our first opportunity on a break I would like to speak with you. If it is true what the public just said that you asked them to continue this conversation. 

That would be disturbing. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Excuse me? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Someone in there three minutes said that you had asked them to continue the conversation. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
That is not what happened. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I would be stunned to know that you would ever do something like that. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
That is not what was said. 

HEATHER POST: 
He was going to reach out to him to continue the conversation. 

SPEAKER: 
He appeared to want to continue. I think it is necessary. We wasted 40 minutes on something that is really irrelevant. 

This is the fifth time someone up here has been told or asked to resign. Remember you were asked to resign, Fred, you were asked to resign, Jeff, Heather has been asked to resign. 

These people are being asked to resign over I'm sorry, I happen to like this Council. All of you. Regardless of what you have said, Jeff. This stuff is preventing you from doing what you have to do. There is only two more months left. There is a lot to be done with this good counsel. 

Secondly EMS, we talk a lot about EMS. Yes, Heather brought it up. Four years ago I believe. The Council said no, there is no problem. The problem to me in what I see is we have enough ambulances but they go and they sit at the door. 

If you don't have an emergency, does ambulances have to sit with their patients until that door opens to allow them in. 

That is the problem. It is not that we don't have enough, it is getting them past that door to get the hospital to take their possession of those injured people. Lastly I would like to talk about future. 

I was in Miami, my sister entered the hospital so I am down there for two weeks and the papers are full of stuff. Things that we don't discuss appear. The climate warming, whatever you want to call it. It is big down there. 

Miami Beach, when they get high tide it is literally a foot. That is coming our way whether we like it or not. Whether it is man-made, climate made, whatever reason that it is happening. 

I am asking you to spend time to think about the reefs off of our coast. When I was on the mayor's kitchen cabinet someone came in for serving to put reefs out there so that they could have serving. 

The unintended consequence was that if those reefs went out there there would be no run-out. We would end up with having fewer people died from drowning but also it built up the beach and they projected that there would be 200 extra permanent year-round beach all across Daytona Beach. 

200 feet year-round. We lose every inch of our beach every year. I am asking you to think about that. Oxygen, we are cutting down our trees all over the place. There is articles on Brazil and how much that Brazilian rain forest controls the oxygen on the world. I am asking us that we look into planting trees and what is the most valuable landscaping that will produce oxygen. 

Lastly, water. The river, they gave the water to Atlanta...I am asking us to look at our Lake Monroe and St. John so that we get our fair share. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you for those locally centered comments. I am not sure if I am going to get this right. I think it is Paul Worthy. Pat Northey. Are you here? 

SPEAKER: 
OK. I am here as chair of the ECHO committee and wanted to present to you this beautiful platter and certificate of recognition which came from Nancy and the fund she helped raise all the money for. 

Volusia County, taxpayers, through ECHO approval and recommendation and County Council approval, gave $25,000 to the project. 

We should be really proud, first of all, it was a local person who was up in Washington and also in Daytona Beach. 

It's a beautiful platter. If you notice, Nancy has fabulous taste! This is the new... They redid the historical Museum. There is also an ECHO project and there is the certificate of recognition. 

I want to read this quick thing for you and I will get back to work. The statute of Doctor Mary McLeod recently concluded by master sculptor (Unknown Name) is magnificent, statuary marble and reminds us with determination, resilience, and passion, we can create positive change. 

This is to certify she has Volusia County ECHO and textures contributed to the Doctor Mary McLeod statute, a powerful unifying â€“ that is so true â€“ and historic moment but only for Daytona Beach, but for Florida and the United States of America, and assigned by our good friend, Nancy. And the sculptor, Nilda. 

I will leave this on the desk for you all to distribute â€“ not distribute, but display were every would like to. George, y'all have display cases out there that have been there when I was here. I think maybe you should upgrade those. (Laughs) And update them. And upgrade them! 

Because there is really some valuable stuff in there. I think the public would enjoy seeing â€“ put them where they can see them, the only people coming in this hallway are coming here and that is twice a month. I believe this year for staff to pick up. 

Thank you. You want me to give it to you? OK, thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, Pat. I'm sorry, I misread your name. 

OK! That takes us to item 1, the consent agenda. I would like to pull item A1 for presentation by Cyrus, if he is here. If not, by somebody. One second... 

Billie, I'm sorry. You had something you would like to pull for discussion? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Just for discussion only. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
And H. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Anyone else? OK. We have three items we will discuss. Can I get a motion - motion to approve the consent agenda by Johnson, seconded by Wheeler. 

We have a member of the public who would like to speak to item A, will you speak to item A, Wendell de la Rosa? Cyrus is here. Let's hear A1. This is exciting and I wanted to give you the opportunity to share the good work well done. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. Cyrus Callum, aviation and economic resources. Very pleased to announce the county was awarded with Daytona Beach International Airport, this fairly highly competitive grant. We are the only grant in Florida to receive this grant in the amount of $500,000 will go towards us soliciting air service to Chicago, and Chicago O'Hare. 

It gives us an opportunity to work with airlines, of course. I always Sigma this is the first domino to fall and a lot of things to happen as it pertains to our air service development program. It takes a complete community effort. 

With this is the matching amount of dollars will come from economic commitment, and our CBBs, and business alliances, as well. 

This is a great opportunity to get our foot in the door and get very competitive as it pertains to all the air service opportunities that are going on in central Florida. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Excellent, thank you. Any questions from the Council? Well done. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Lots more to come,we have another announcement I hope I'm able to make at the next Council meeting. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Congratulations. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We will be waiting. Item K, is Clay in the house? Budget resolution, donations from the Marine Science Center. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
This is a feel-good thing. They continue to do wonderful things. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello, as Councilwoman Wheeler said we are lucky to have the organizations as the Marine Science Center, and this group mobilizes at the turn of the hat and is able to help us out and many of you are aware, we were facing an avian flu epidemic worldwide. 

A review indicated the flooring we have in our bird hospital is not favourable. It could be credited for the spread of this disease. 

We went ahead and budgeted approximately $25,000 towards the replacement of that flooring. Unfortunately, the price came back at $20,552. 

So, once again, our heroes sprung into action and were provide us with the different so we can effectively address the concerns we have with our facility. We are very appreciative of all the things they do for us. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you, any questions from council for Clay? Thank you. We will go to item H. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Brad, resource stewardship director. This agreement before you is another opportunity for us to develop a relationship with funding partners more specifically, the USDA natural resource conservation service. 

There is a program that allows us to partner with them where they will cost share up to 50% of the (Indiscernible) with with easements which allows with our forest and Fireman's program added to the ballot language in 2020. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
That is physically what I wanted to get on the record. More tools in our toolbox to support our agricultural area. 

I am proud. I am on the agricultural committee for NACO and part of my reasoning for trying to help is so much of my Northwest quarter is ag. I know our recipients need all the tools and support we can provide. 

I just appreciate the county and staff for reaching out. And making those partnerships to make a difference. Thank you for all you do. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. Wendell de la Rosa, if you want to speak to item A, I will allow it. If you will continue to try and make this council a circus, I will cut the microphone. This is the public's meeting and it needs to be focused on the public. Item A is renewal of airlines lease. 

SPEAKER: 
Am I not the public? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
You are the public. 

SPEAKER: 
Yes sir, I am. I am a Delta airline platinum member, it's nice to hear. They have metal detectors to detect firearms. This is a county manager run town, as somebody says they will interfere and say do not do an internal affairs investigation, and allow them to taint and not look into where those vehicles went, where those GPS â€“ those GPS will tell you down to the nano second their location, their speed, braking, maintenance knows this. The director of Fleet maintenance knows this. 

I will comment on every item in here until this gets resolved. From the video to the comments â€“ 

HEATHER POST: 
Point of order, I believe this needs to be relevant. 

SPEAKER: 
It's about the TSA and the grant received. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
First of all, we have a limit to how many times people can speak. Yes, we do. Is there discretion from the chair to have comments relevant to the topic that they choose to speak to? 

MICHAEL DYER: 
They have to be relevant. You have two general public participation periods that you not have to relate to an agenda item, this is specific to an agenda item. 

SPEAKER: 
... (Away from mic) they received a grant for the airport. That is the agenda item I read on the Internet last night. Correct? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. I have no idea. 

SPEAKER: 
I made my point clear. It is a county manager run County. The members, seven members, they are 14.425%, they should not interfere with county manager or county staff on internal affairs investigations. I will be back for another item. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That brings us to item 2, proclamation to be presented right here. 

SPEAKER: 
People need to vote on the consent. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We did not vote? (Laughs) OK, we have a motion to accept the consent agenda by Johnson, second by Wheeler, all in favour say "aye"? Any opposed? Motion carries 7-0, thank you. 

Item 2. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning Mr Chair, Kevin Captain, community information Director. Item number two is a proclamation for Nancy Burgess-Hall and this was requested by Volusia County Council District representative Heather Post, to honor her for her long-time advocacy for the blind. 

Today, she will present the proclamation to miss Burgess-Halls husband, Mr Doug Hall, during today's meeting. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Doug, if you do not mind coming up here with me... 

Doug, your wife recently passed away. I know she was extremely involved in blind services. In so many different things around the county. 

We have so many people online who are listening right now for the proclamation to rejoice in all the work she has done. In all the help she has done in our community. 

So, today we want to present a proclamation to you in honor of Nancy Burgess Hall who was a highly respected and influential advocate for the disabled community. 

I will read it real quick. (Reads) Where is Nancy Burgess Hall, 1954 - 2022 was a highly respected and informed to advocate for the disabled community, and diagnosed with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis at age 2, and overcame the disease with the determination to improve her life, and the lives of others, and were as after earning a master's degree in speech language pathology from the University of Florida, is Burgess Hall spent most of her career working as a speech clinician for Volusia County schools, and whereas along with her husband, you, Doug Hall, she advocated for accessible voting. 

Mass transportation, and physical accessibility concerns. And where as Burgess Hall was active in the disability Caucus, Florida Council of the Blind, and the bicycle advisory committee, and whereas despite the constant pain associated with her lifelong rheumatoid arthritis, she found the time and energy to help others as a fierce, independent, determined, and giving hero. 

Therefore, we the County Council of Volusia County, Florida, hereby proclaim today September 6, 2022 as Nancy Burgess-Hall Day, we urge you in honouring this outstanding woman and community advocate. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Heather, and members of the County Council. Representatives in the audience. All the people who are viewing this activity online. Thank you for participating and being here. By the way, I want to mention I'm not here to talk about firearms. 

HEATHER POST: 
Good, because we have way more important things to talk about. 

SPEAKER: 
Nancy is appreciated. She loved what she was doing. I appreciate everybody who supported her, who continue to support. One of the things about an advocate, Nancy and I are both advocates. One of the things about advocacy is our job as an advocate is to educate officials and planners. 

Let officials and planners make up their own mind of what they want to do and hopefully it is something that we want. That is the job of an advocate and Nancy was definitely an advocate. 

I really appreciate the County Council that you are honoring Nancy for the years that she participated and all that she did for people both disabled and other people. Thank you very much. 

(Applause) 

HEATHER POST: 
Wants to go over here and get a picture? 

SPEAKER: 
The dog, of course! 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
What's the dog's name? We need to have a golden retriever day. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Yes, we need dog day. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Everybody find their seats. Council, can I get a motion and a second to approve the proclamation? Motion by Johnson, second by Barb Girtman. 

Didn't I say that? No I didn't. Motion by Fred Lowry. All in favor say aye. And he opposed? Motion carries 6 to 0. 

Thank you. That brings us to item 3. The selection of firm for our state lobbyist services. 

I'm sorry. Can you hold up one second? I have two members of the public that wanted to speak. To the proclamation. 

Doug Hall and Stephen Harris. I think it would be appropriate to hear from you. OK. Stephen Harris. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. Through her tireless advocacy of disability rights throughout her lifetime Nancy Burgess Hall made a huge positive impact on this community. 

I consider myself fortunate to have known her and worked with her. And may Nancy Burgess Hall rest in peace forever. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK, Pam, we will moved to item 3. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Pam (unknown name). We bring before you request for statements of qualifications. For your evaluation and selection. It closed on August 4, 2022, with one response from the southern group of Florida. 

Staff is reviewed the response to be both responsive and responsible. The southern group is here today to make a presentation. The firm will have 10 minutes to present and be followed by a question-and-answer period with you. 

And with that I will turn it over to the Southern Group. One quick point of order. Does anyone have a conflict of interest in evaluating this? If not, Jennifer is just going to give you your conflict of interest form and when you turn in your ballot, if you will turn that in as well. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. My name is David Browning. I with the Southern Group. Myself and Oscar Anderson have had the privilege of representing Volusia County for the last four legislative sessions. 

The Southern Group is a lobbying firm based in Tallahassee, offices in Orlando, Tampa, Jacksonville, Miami, and the keys. 

Over 40 lobbyists in the state of Florida and represent all different types of silos of important things that we have been able to bring to Volusia County. The ability to work on multiple different issues based off of whoever we need to pull in from our team. 

To help support the efforts of the county. We, Oscar and myself, have represented Volusia County for the last four years. We responded to the RFP to have the opportunity to represent you all again another year. 

The â€“ sorry. Yes. Sorry, next one. We have worked very closely with John Boger, Oscar has handled more on the policy side, I've handled on appropriation issues. We split those up to do those. 

SPEAKER: 
The Southern Group pride ourselves on these three things. Access, advocacy, advice. Getting access to the decision-maker in a timely manner, being tireless advocates, and (indiscernible). 

The schedule this year, we just put this in there for more for information for the late session again. It will be March when it starts. The first of the year, organization (indiscernible). 

This is just a general slide of all of our issues. We put them altogether. Appropriations funding and pieces of (indiscernible) involved. There are 100+ (indiscernible) every year. 

To follow all of those bills, amendments. As well as track and (indiscernible). 

(Away from mic)...John is in our office a lot in Tallahassee. We spent a lot of time (indiscernible). As productive as possible. On information requests, we do a lot of things around our representation to create that sort of really close relationship. 

They do a lot. It is great. Specifically on the county, we had I think a little less than $1 million in (indiscernible). About 2 1/2 million dollars (Away from mic). 

We have worked on everything from local bills to the air B&B issue, we are proud of the work that we do year-round. 

These are specific issues that the staff wanted us to (indiscernible), the state prisoners which is along (indiscernible). 

Sorry about that. This started with the Association of Counties, Department of Corrections, working at the highest level to get them to work through it. That wasn't happening fast enough if you recall. 

We went and started working with appropriations chair, staff, to let them at least be aware of our issue. What was going on. 

See if they could make some calls on our behalf. To try to make the process a little faster. We ended up getting that number down to a reasonable manageable number. 

And we are proud of that work. I know there are two county proposals that you are considering. One is about ship funding. The last time that they bid an amendment to ship funding was about 2015 when we created more flexibility to allow you all to use your ship dollars for rental assistance. That was part of a big homelessness bill. 

There is going to be a big conversation around affordable housing this year. Everybody knows it. There is so many people moving in Florida, a great environment, great place to live. The amount of units that are being built are just behind so there is going to be a lot of conversation around that. 

The other was the drop program. As you remember, I guess last year, part of the law enforcement recruitment package. They tend to drop for (indiscernible). 

Beyond the additional 60 months you are getting right now. The key to that is going to be what the actuaries say on worst case scenario, if everybody went (indiscernible) at the same time. What would that do to the system? We have a very robust system. 

80% covered. Very conservative (indiscernible). A good place to be but understand retirement issues. 

Recruitment issues. Retention issues. Particularly on the law enforcement side it was (indiscernible) people in (indiscernible). Those are the kind of numbers that you have to get. 

We will start that conversation. 

SPEAKER: 
The job growth grandpa was $50 million at the governor has to incorporate that directly out to DO. The money is split 50% to workforce projects, 50% to infrastructure projects. He is given out some of that. They need to be shovel ready products, probably $5 million and under. 

There are certainly ones in which we should focus on and apply for. There was about $170 million that was just given out and that is probably a little bit of a different story. I don't know how much of that will stay but the job growth grant is something that we think will be appropriated again next year. 

There is really no hindrance or downside for us applying for those. We think that is something that we should definitely do. 

SPEAKER: 
Questions? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Council, any questions? Motion to approve by Johnson. Second, and comment from Vice Chair Barb Girtman. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I just want to say that I know last time I asked for us to be able to step up our efforts. I really feel that you very much did that. And very responsive. And very targeted in the concerns that we had. 

I think Volusia County is very well positioned with having a lot of the connectivity with leadership. Ahead of the game here with Representative Renner and Representative Lee, and others. 

So, I think we should be able to leverage some of those opportunities and bring home some good opportunity. I think you are the right people to do that. So, I thank you. You definitely have my support. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. We have a member of the public who would like to speak on this issue. Charisse Boyd? 

SPEAKER: 
Hello, Charisse, Daytona Beach. Real quick, which is awesome, I really want to talk to y'all now. What I want to ask, in the first line it's of the head the people incarcerated during the worst time and we kept the longer, the state of Florida is the only state that has prisons that are profit driven. 

We agree to pay $1 million for courtroom. The whole building, not just a courtroom. We are one of the only counties that has a very high recidivism rate and I want to suggest to all look at putting in a (Unknown Name) center, and I have someone willing to donate a building, there is a lot of working pieces to this. 

I think if we do that, we not only have to worry about that courtroom, one, and we would funnel issues away when we talk about up housing. The program will allow for jobs, job placement, people who are going back with their families, etc. 

That's what I was saying. I agree with y'all approval. But I like it. That was one of my concerns. As an advocate, as you know, it's clinical we identify the problem instead of putting a Band-Aid over the bullet hole. 

I think if we keep putting courtrooms up, we will not get the issues of keeping them out the courtroom. That's it. Thank you! 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. If there's no other... any other questions from the Council is what I was going to ask. 

One more member of the public, John Nicholson. 

SPEAKER: 
John Nicholson, Daytona Beach. Given the opportunity, I will hit two things: one, when we send a lobbyist, our school board has a problem with the state and their funding. 

We get shafted all the time. 11, $13 million a year. We could actually use that. When we send somebody to Tallahassee and they are doing their thing, ask them also, "Remember, we are having a problem with the school board not getting funding." 

They will be there anyway â€“ we might as well work together to get as much as we can and the more the school board gets, the less we have to put out. 

Daytona Beach loses about 100 to $220 million a year from sales tax. We had a population of 65,000 and put in â€“ the last time I looked, it was $110 million and we got back $5 million. 

You'd be surprised what you could do with $100 million. With a small city like Daytona Beach. I'm asking you look at... we rely heavily on tourists and we are not getting those tourist dollars back going elsewhere. 

We are asking you to add that to it because if we get $100 million in Daytona Beach for roads, etc, it means that money from the county could be spent elsewhere. 

You do things where it's an area, you take the funds just the contributing funds, etc, if we do not have to use it to be used on Holly Hill, South Daytona, all those areas surrounding us as well. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Pam, would you tell us how the vote will occur? 

SPEAKER: 
I handed out the ballots and all you need to do is if you are in support of selecting them is write "yes" under your name, we will collect them and read them into the record. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Next time we do this, could you get the soundtrack from 'Jeopardy' we could play? 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Better be careful what you ask for around here. 

SPEAKER: 
That's why we take our time! (Laughs) Alright, I will read this off. And we will ask for once I read this off is a motion for us to negotiate a contract and bring it back for your approval. 

The vote for the southern group is County Chair Jeffrey Brower, yes, Ben Johnson, yes, Barbara Girtman, yes, Billie Wheeler, yes, Danny Robins, yes, Heather Post, yes, Doctor Fred Lowry, yes. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Is approved 7-0 and we have a motion and a second, Ben, would you like to make your motion to have procurement of the go-ahead to negotiate? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I make a motion to allow the county to go ahead and negotiate. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Vice Chair Girtman, you had the second previously. Billie concurs. All in favour say "aye"? Any opposed? That carries 7-0. Thank you. 

Anything y'all could do to stop or slow down the speed of taking local control away would be appreciated. (Laughs) Item 4, Volusia Forever acquisition priority recommendations, Brad. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Brad, resource stewardship director. I'm presenting recommendations from your Volusia Forever advisory Council this morning. 

So, just a snapshot, this is the Council approved process. The applications before you today were accepted April 1 through May 15. 

We had 11 come in the door for the eligibility meeting on June 22, with the advisory committee. They deemed six were eligible for further consideration and were sorted on August 5. 

Here we are on September 6. What we asked them to do as part of the sorting process is to sort into a A group which is the highest priority for acquisitions and use our criteria to say these match with the ballot language said. 

B, they are projects that are eligible, they are important, but not the highest priority. 

So, what we have before you today is our recommendation to add six additional properties to the A group. This is five from this cycle and one being recommended to be moved from the B list to the letter a list which is the one the mayor from Ormond Beach spoke about. And one additional property to the B group. 

We are also requesting â€“ this is not on here, to remove three properties from the list. Two of those, because we bought them. And one additional one, a smaller 40 acre piece was purchased by a private owner who is not interested in having these properties considered any longer. 

So, this is the snapshot of the committee and what they are recommending to you. The orange and yellow is the wildlife corridor in our county. 

The majority of them are in the wildlife corridor. These months, on the chart, they are recognized with blue writing. The black outlines and writing are Florida forever project areas. The access wildlife corridor funding, they have to be in the black area and also in the orange or yellow area. 

We have five properties, as well. The CE next to Evans and walk up timber and conservation easements, these are property owners that have â€“ I would say for these two, an outstanding job managing their property. They would retain ownership and management and we would buy future development rights from them. 

Councilmember Girtman's request, we've included the estimated taxes if we were to purchase these, these are the estimated property taxes that would come off of the rule. 

The B group property owner Empire Groves is being recommended to the B group. This is in the city of Lake Helen. 

Our next call for applications is October 1 through November 15. An advisory committee meeting on the seventh. I'm prepared to go through each property, if you would like. Or you may accept your commissions. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Counsel, what is your wishes? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Motion to approve. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
All of them together? Motion to approve as a whole by Johnson, seconded by Lowry. We have members of the public that wanted to speak. Is there any questions from the Council? Or staff? 

Joyce Shanahan, manager of Ormond Beach. 

SPEAKER: 
She will speak on the next one. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. It said item 4 but we will hold to item 5. Same for you, Stephen? OK. (Laughs) Nancy? 

I'm sorry, Nancy. 

SPEAKER: 
I'm Nancy, executive director of the Centre for Atlantic Arts where I have worked for 26 years. I want to thank you for service and looking at 30 acres of our land being acquired by Volusia Forever. 

A resident of New Smyrna Beach since 1958, lifelong interest in the relationship of natural, and built environments has created three testimonials to her vision. 

The (Unknown Name) preserve, and the founding of Atlantic Centre for the arts in 1977. On artist community that has brought international recognition to Volusia County and she was an influential individual and worked alongside and collaborated with the forward thinking members of this community to to take ideas from conception to reality. 

We believe it would be their desire to have this land put into environmental preserve land she worked so hard to preserve, and as we all know, could easily have turned into a golf course community. (Laughs) The funds will go back to a nonprofit in your community. When that offers public programs, will allow us uses land in a partnership to present environmental programs and continue with the significant impact that we have with the over 70,000 community members that we serve. 

Thank you so much for your consideration. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. One more member of the public to speak to item 4, the Volusia Forever acquisition, Wendell Delarosa. 

SPEAKER: 
Wendell Delarosa, Volusia County, Florida. Mine dovetails into the Volusia Forever acquisition. About eight months ago, nine months ago, I haven't heard back, I have 13 acres up on Spring Garden Lake, I own the Federal Bureau of Land Management, I am the only citizen that owns a parcel inside the federal Bureau of Land Management, 13 acres. 

I have offered it up to the County and county staff, environmentalists to work with for-profits, nonprofits, and with County staff, the universities that you have already teamed up with. 

There is Embry Riddle, the University of Central Florida, South Florida, etc. Numerous schools that are interested in doing studies. We are all about water quality, things like that. 

I am debating to even donate my acreage to the County. I don't know what I am going to do with it yet. That is what I am trying to say but I would like to see some testing. I don't care if it is shrimp on a treadmill to whatever. 

Test the nitrogen out there, the water, the chemicals there. Whatever. Show me the flux capacitor that you are going to use or whatever. I don't care. I offered it up. 

In good faith. I would like to see it be used by some of these universities and some of these were prophets and nonprofits, team together with the County and the cost to the county is free from me to go utilize my land that is inside the Federal Bureau of Land Management, 13 acres to put up gizmos and gadgets to test the environment there. 

It is right there at (indiscernible) Springs. An important spring in our county and I would like to have the county do some experimenting out there. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. OK. That is the end of public participation. I will close that and we have a motion and the second to approve the entire list as presented. 

If there is no other questions from the Council, then all in favor say aye. Any opposed? The motion carries 7 to 0. Heather is not here. Sorry. Motion carried 6-0 

Carissa? St. John area water management and City of Ormond Beach. 

SPEAKER: 
Spoke to this earlier. We have a joint participation agreement. You have just moved this...let's back up a second for the reason that it was on the B list previously as we did not have funding partners. 

That was why we are requesting that it moved to the letter a list. It is 18.6 acres. As the mayor said, it abuts the rubber band nature Park so it would be an expansion of the park. 

You see on the map here across US one, that is to (unknown name) State Park. There is a tributary across his property. It will be jointly owned with the water management district retaining a conservation easement which also protects our investment and ensures that it will be used for passive recreation only. 

It meets 10/19 criteria, it will provide access to folks and a quick timeline thereof when it was on B and moved to A by your advisory committee. The total cost is 770,000+ due diligence costs, appraisals, surveys, so our portion is estimated to be 161,000, 20% contribution. 

The city will be voting at their next meeting on the 21st. They have already discussed this item. This â€“ they will be contributing in the water management will be funding related to this project. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Motion to approve. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We have a motion to approve by vice chair Girtman and the second by Johnson? We have several members of the public, Stephen Sprecher, planning director for â€“ you're going to yield your time to Joyce Shanahan, the city manager of Ormond Beach. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. The reason is that there was not funding partners initially identified. The city has stepped up to the plate and we are grateful that St. John's water management District is also participating for the city is (indiscernible), we are required to do plan for that. We would ask that you support the Volusia Forever recommendation and this project going forward. 

I am available for any questions. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Any questions? Thank you for coming. And then we have one further person. Wendell de la Rosa. This is your third desire to speak to an item. I am going to ask you if you would like to permit this third. 

SPEAKER: 
It is only how many times on a particular item. There is no limit to how many times people can speak. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. 

SPEAKER: 
Wendell Delarosa, Volusia County. Water is important, obviously. We talk about it a lot in these meetings. 

I look forward for these nonprofits and for-profits teaming up with the County and making things great here in Volusia County. 

Being a five decade resident and a fifth-generation County guy here, I love it here and I am not leaving it unless God takes me away from it. If so be it, it is what it is. 

You may not like my unorthodox way that I present things. Hey, it is what it is. I am knocking the old nugget here because I have a brain injury from Iraq, so I recall in June 2021 that the chair said that it would be just as vile and rude and crude as I can be, I have not done that. 

I have not been rude, crude, disrespectful or anything. I would say Ms Post, interfering, Mister Swanson has not been receiving my emails. They have been kicked back. 

Interfering with an investigation is an arrestable offense. 

SPEAKER: 
I will say he is getting off of the point and we are supposed to be speaking to the point. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
If you want to talk about the water management District. 

SPEAKER: 
It is next to another parcel that I have, within the St. John's River management District. I look forward to bringing in Mister J Johansson and Charisse Boyd together and getting up into Midtown and meeting the people of Midtown and getting them together to make this county a better County and work together to make it better than the current climate that we have today. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
We have a motion and a second to approve this acquisition. Any other questions from counsel? All in favor say aye. Any opposed? 

The motion carries 7 to 0. Brings us to item 6. Resolution awarding nonexclusive commercial solid waste collection and disposal franchise to public services. We will have several similar items. 

Item 7. Item 6 has been moved to October 4. Item number seven. 

SPEAKER: 
Regina Montgomery. Before you today is a resolution to award a nonexclusive commercial franchise to public services to provide businesses in the unincorporated area with solid waste collection services. 

The application has been submitted and staff does recommend approval. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
The motion was made by Heather Post to approve and who was the second? 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Lowry. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Doctor Lowry gets the second. Any other questions for staff? All in favor say aye. Any opposed? Motion carries 7 to 0. 

You're going to be here a while. With a little break. Item A, resolution of awarding nonexclusive commercial solid waste collection and disposal franchise to container rental company. 

SPEAKER: 
Today you have a resolution to word the nonexclusive commercial franchise to container rental to also provide businesses in the unincorporated area with solid waste collection. The application has been submitted and staff does recommend approval. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Doctor Lowry motions to approve, second by Billie Wheeler. All in favor say aye. Any post? Motion carries 7 to 0. 

And then you get a brief break. While we move to item 9, a special exception for a private school to operate a canine training facility on rural agricultural estate zoned property. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, everyone. Clay Irvin, today is a special exception for a facility that actually was approved for this use back in 2014. 

The applicants, Mister and Mrs Heiser run a training facility for basically service dogs. They are providing assistance to primarily military, police, those types of uses. Everything that we can use and need to have in our facilities. 

Unfortunately there was a mistake after the 2014 approval of the special exception and there was some structures put out without gaining final site plan approval and without getting building permits. The owners are aware of this and working with staff. 

The county staff put together a staff report, send it to your commission with the recommendation of approval of the special exception. Carrying over many of the concerns that were raised originally identified in the applicants have agreed to do so. 

There is also some variances associated with structures that do not meet the minimum setback requirements. Those were granted subject to approval of the special exception. 

We are working to the site plan to address some of the parking demands. Overall what you see is staff recommends approval. The planning land development regulation commission held a public hearing where they reviewed the request. There was no public comment. Planning and land development commission unanimously recommended approval of the special exception. 

Subject to the conditions contained today in front of you as part of this agenda item. The applicants are here if there are any questions. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Any questions from council? Is there a motion? Motion to approve by Lowry, second â€“ I think Danny already seconded. 

SPEAKER: 
The attorneys are reminding me... 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
This is a quasi-judicial hearing. If there is any discussion that has occurred with counsel, with anyone concerning this, please disclose it now. Hearing on. It is also a public hearing. Is there anyone from the public who wanted to speak on this item? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Joey Posey, attorney for the (Unknown Name). If there are any questions, had a small presentation and the owners are here to if there is anything we can add to the application and what you guys are reviewing. 

It is a really cool project. He has been there for 20+ years. Just to clarify, those new buildings are DEA buildings. 

I guess, understanding a little bit of how this process works, we are trying to make it come back through the process to redo the site plan and make sure it's performing and working with staff, and reach out to all the neighbours. 

Everybody is on board here. We are here to answer any questions. If there's anything I can add. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Any questions for the attorney or the owner of the property? I think you are in good shape. So, I will close the public hearing, unless the owner wanted to speak, I think you're in good shape. 

Alright, I will close the public hearing. We have a motion by Lowry, seconded by Robins to improve. All in favor say "aye". Any opposed? Motion carries 7-0. 

That takes us to item 10, a quasi-judicial hearing. On a rezoning of a .34 acre infill parcel from industrial zone classification PUD. 

SPEAKER: 
Clay Ervin, director of resource management. This is a rezoning that utilizes the recently approved policy the Council approved for redeveloping of existing commercial sites in these areas. 

We have a considerable amount of nonconforming lots that have the difficulty for meeting the minimum for a zoning request. The land use has a variety of different zoning options. 

The owner of the property are seeking a rezoning to be for which is for general retail, that is properly your shopping centres, neighbourhood convenience type of uses. 

Because it's only three point acres, it does not meet that. There was concerns from the staff's perspective because of the size of the site, some of these uses based on the parking demand may not be accountable on there. 

What was able to work out is staff were able to work with the property owner to come up with a list of uses that based on the parking that could be generated, would not be able to fit on this size property. 

We were able to work through as a property owner, which as a legal nonconforming site, the ability to put it back together so in the future it can be redeveloped and used for cases conforming with DB for zoning, but understanding the design of the parcel places those restrictions on it. 

This was to the (Unknown Name) commission, and unanimously 6-0 recommended approval of the PUD. That's how it is with you today. Again, this property is located in Ormond Beach, Holly Hill area on the west side of nova Road. Nova and (Unknown Name). It is a partial surrounded by a variety of different commercial and industrial types of uses. 

This change in zoning from I-1 and PUD will provide for consistent opportunity and give them opportunity to redevelop the site. If there's any questions, Carole McFarland is here as well, they will be able to answer shekel questions. Would be glad to answer if you have any. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Thank you. Stand by a second. Is there any member of the Council who has any ex parte to declare? Hearing on, this is a public hearing so I will open the public hearing. 

Clay, is there anybody from ownership of care to speak? Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Mr Chair, members of the Council, my name is Robert and I'm here to speak on behalf of the owner and of the property. 

I think Clay has nicely summarized everything. This is a building that has preexist a lot and developed before the land development code was in place. 

We are trying to find uses for because the I-1 industrial is not providing any types of uses. Again, Clay has pointed out parking is a concern. 

We have picked out what we considered to be the least intensive B4 uses. So we are not overwhelming the parking. 

I would be happy to answer any questions you have, and the owner of the property is here as well if you have any questions. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Counsel, any questions? We have a motion to approve by Billie Wheeler, seconded by Dr Lowry. 

If no one else from the public cares to speak, the owner is here, the Council has no questions, I will close the public hearing. 

Since there is no other discussion, I will call for the vote â€“ all in favor of the rezoning say "aye"? Any opposed? Motion carries 7-0. Thank you. 

That brings us to item 11. Ordinance 2022 â€“ 16, adoption hearing amending the comprehensive plan future land use designation of a 64.1 acre property located on the west side of old Dixie Highway in Ormond Beach from rural to urban, low intensity. Clay Ervin. 

SPEAKER: 
Clay Ervin, this is a large-scale amendment to our future land use map. This is for a project known as the Dixie Ridge subdivision, it was originally approved previously for a smaller 15 lot subdivision. 

The owner of the property, they wanted to do something differently with that. They have met with staff and have come up with a plan were of the 64 acres, 13.2 acres will be deeded over to County for use as a passive conservation land that will feed into the parcel we bought immediately to the south. 

This property does have frontage along the Ormond Loop, old Dixie Highway. The change in land use would allow for the project to be developed for single-family homes. 

They would be connecting into the existing Halifax plantation development and not providing for any new access point out onto old Dixie Highway. The portion of the property identified for preservation is consistent with our intent to continue on the trail that would be established to the parcels to the south, those are 36 acres we purchased from the Plantation Oaks development. 

The remaining portion would be utilized for single family homes, stormwater retention, and natural areas to be part of their open space. 

This is a future land use map amendment and we did have to send it to the Florida Department of economic opportunity for the review to determine about state impact. 

We have presented to the Volusia Florida growth management for the determination of consistency. Both of those agencies have reviewed the proposed amendment and had no comments and allowed it to go forward. 

At this point, this would be the final actions of a land-use amendment would be finalized and the rezoning would be complete. The applicant is here if there is any questions, I would be glad to answer. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I have a couple of questions for you or Parker. Parker, are the owners here? First, I want to say this is been a long process. And a process that shows how, I think, how this is supposed to work. 

We get an increase in density, not a very big increase, but we also get a lot that we wanted, and never asked for. At least, to my knowledge, I know I did not â€“ I cannot think any other council member went and said, "Would you donate this land?" 

They donated this land which answers the public's request to protect more of the loop, not just a 25 foot barrier, but a quite large barrier. And gives us the ability to continue the trail through. Which is important to this Council and the public. 

I noticed â€“ and I do not know if either of you know the answer, Joyce Shanahan is not here. But in the package here, it says that for the most part... it finishes the development for the county. 

But there is 390 vested units in the city. Where would those be for the city of Ormond Beach? Do you have any idea? 

SPEAKER: 
No, sir. The National Gardens DRI, that was one of the original developments of regional impact approved by the county in the state back in the 80s. 

There was allocation of density and intensity over a large swath of land in the county and the city of Ormond Beach. Ormond Lakes is part of that project. 

Health Plantation Oaks was part of that. What you are seeing is over time, first of all, there was some land that was converted from developable to conservation land on the east side of old Dixie as part of this process. 

Now, we are actually, from the county's perspective, there are no more entitlements in that DRI. Any land part of the DRI, I'm not aware of that much land being left in the unincorporated area, has no developed rights, per se. 

In other words, there is no development given to them under regional impact. I believe that is the same situation with the city, correct? 

What we are seeing is basically, we are at buildout that has been in place since the 80s. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
For the city and county? OK. So there is not still 390 units available to the city? 

SPEAKER: 
They have vested for 390 units, they do not have land for 390 units. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Clay, would you look at page 15? I know this does not apply the Dixie Bridge. They do not have an exit onto old King's Highway there. Pardon me? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, sir. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
As I read through this, I get the feeling we are heading for a major change on there. On page 1115, second paragraph says, future high-intensity areas are served by a variety of public and developer funded multimodal transportation options. 

Can you explain â€“ does that mean the public at some point will be funding Votran bus services? Or... 

SPEAKER: 
I'm sorry, page 1115 I have printed out â€“ could you say which policy were talking about? 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Transportation 2.1, (Reads) Future high-intensity. 

SPEAKER: 
that is a policy that ensures we will make sure to transfer rehabilitation element are coordinated and he gives us the right as a new project comes in as the county, if there are options to utilizing other methods of traffic such as putting together a transit oriented development or similar types of opportunities, we have the right to request. 

It's ensuring it's coordinated in a manner that ensures that the services are available and that we have met multiple options and right now, we are not requiring us to pay for any new facilities. 

In other words, what you see is the impact fees be collected money to pay for future growth of the roadway capital, and we also utilize proportionate fair share is a way of requiring a developer to mitigate further improvements. 

We have not typically taken proper fair share for the transit, because at this point, whether a transit route is required or stop is required, we coordinate with Votran. 

There is nothing in here that obligates us to fund a particular improvement for a development. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
The proposed use would not lower the level of service below the acceptable standard. If this cannot be done the developer will mitigate adverse impacts of the project. What is the medication? 

SPEAKER: 
Usually construction, dedication of additional right-of-way or payment of a share. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Is there any anticipation â€“ this is a scenic Highway. It is two lanes. We are trying to build trails. Trails on the east already. Now a trail on the west. The east is a walking trail. 

Is there any anticipation that because â€“ as I read through this there is reference after reference of intense traffic. That is one of the big concerns for the public as we approve new developments. 

Added traffic. Is there any concerns that where we are heading is that the scenic byway would be moved from the beautiful two way road, to a four-lane thoroughfare. 

SPEAKER: 
As we pull out these excerpts here we also have other sections in our comprehensive plan, in future land use, transportation pertaining to protection of scenic roadways. Specifically like the Ormond loop and other roadways that we have throughout the county. 

When you look at this this is a broad-based concurrent requirement. As you start looking through our complete comprehensive plan, you read it in total, there is other qualifying policies that will prevent us reminding that roadway. 

We do not have any immediate or future plans for the widening of Olde Dixie through the Ormond scenic loop, we want to develop to come in and say where the improvements would be on a parallel facility. This is something that could be used in other roadways where they also have similar types of impacts. 

A prime example would be Plantation Oaks Boulevard which would be part of the mitigation of these DRIs, the road had to be pulled by the developers in order for them to go forward. 

At this point we do not have any plans whatsoever for that. It would be treated through our concurrency system and subject to the provisions of protected scenic highways. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
OK. Do you concur with that? I read all the way through this. If you look at page 29, it says it should be understood that the roadway system in the area was planned to accommodate the adopted future land use plan trips. 

This explains why the plant roadway system is able to accommodate plan trips and segments for age to operate over the capacity, do so marginally. Trips above and beyond these adopted plan trips such as a proposed amendment is additional trips were never planned or accounted for in the area's transportation plan. 

Not to me sounds like a warning that we are headed to a time when, and I think it is â€“ this report goes on to say that we are OK until 2026. Between 2026 and 2040 something has got to change. 

One of the things that was proposed here is a four lane-ing of Old Dixie Highway. 

SPEAKER: 
Correct. These traffic studies assume a certain amount of background increase over time. As improvements are put in place, or developments, background trips will (indiscernible). This area is pretty well controlled in terms of the development. The opportunity around it. 

It gets a lot of attention, anything is proposed in this area. As long as that is monitored then we should not have an issue overall. 

Background trips, even though it is the standard practice, is to add three or four or 5% based on the historic condition. We don't expect that to generally occur in lesser are some large developments in that area. 

And there isn't much outside of what is already approved that would add trips to that corridor. Obviously we have certain events, if there is an accident, those types of things, this does not anticipate to mitigate those. 

As long as development is monitored in that particular area. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Then I wondering why it is included in this report. And the very next page. It says payment is necessary to mitigate impacts if payment is necessary to mitigate impacts, Volusia County 2035 number of Lane maps amendments would be required by the applicant to change Old Dixie's number of lanes from 2 to 4 lanes. 

It looks to me like we are requiring this development, the very last development in that area, to pay for all of the pent up traffic from all of the other developments. 

It clearly says here to go from 2 to 4 lanes and yet both of you have said that that is not going to happen. Why is it here then? 

SPEAKER: 
If you could go to page 11 â€“ 16, number one, impacts on concurrency monitored facilities. Midway through the second paragraph, what you see is that the national, the original National Guard included mitigation for all invested trips within the DRI. The applicant's traffic analysis since these segments will fail under baseline conditions, future land-use change will not cause any additional to the area. 

They ran a computer model to verify the applicant's analysis. This is our traffic studies that we talk about. 

We have currently the vesting of the project through the improvement of Plantation Oaks Boulevard. We are clearing up these numbers from the 80s, so that we are not just chasing on these projects. We are also â€“ there are other policies that are in the comprehensive plan and we will dig through and bring those to your attention so that way we can clarify for the record. 

What was found was that the model found that old Dixie between I-95 and Pine tree Drive, old Kings Road between old Dixie, has slightly less impacts and found that old Dixie does not fail on the 2026 analysis. 

We see that out in 2040, there may be other non-developer related impacts. In other words you have growth in traffic regardless of whether or not there is developments occurring on those roads because those things are occurring in Flagler County, Daytona Beach which may impact this roadway. 

What we are seeing is in the future what mitigation could be done. Not necessarily widening but that gives us an idea of what the cost would be for their impact. 

When we come in there and we say you have to repair for your impacts of this plot on this roadway, and we would normally be doing a two lane to four-lane but because we are restricted we are not going to do it here but you always your proportion amount for how much that would cost. 

We cannot just make up a number. We had to tie it to a specific project. That is why you see us going in there and identifying that future mitigation may have to be paying for their fair share of widening and we would take that money not necessarily to do the widening budget do other improvements in other parts of the network to relieve the traffic on that road. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
I hear you. And I read the mitigation is going from two lanes to four lanes. We approved development all the time with a view of how it affects us right now. 

This report says between 2026 and 2040, we can expect more intensive traffic. I'm not saying it is a follow this development. I am saying that it is the accumulation that everything that comes up and how it falls on this development is 

And the only remedy is that the plan â€“ I have never seen that happen where they are held accountable for that. 

I am not sure that they should be but I think that we should be cognizant of the fact that the public is already telling us traffic is a problem. We are tired of gridlock close to this report says that a scenic byway that is popular not just here but all over the state of Florida, even around the world, a beautiful roadway, I am reading with my own eyes that part of the mitigation is going from maybe two lanes to four lanes. 

You know, you are saying that that is not going to happen but I don't think that you can guarantee that. I don't think that anybody can guarantee that. 

We have to be â€“ we have to be responsible for the unintended consequences of what we do. Fred Lowry. 

BRADLEY BURBAUGH: 
Thank you. I want to move approval for item 11. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Doctor Lowry moves to approve. Second by Johnson. Any other questions? Parker, did you care to say anything? 

All in favor say aye. Any opposed? The adoption hearing passes 7 to 0. Item 12. Budget resolution. 

Appropriation of state housing ship funds. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. The subject item is for the appropriation of ship funds. There is about 85,000 in 21/22 funding, unallocated disaster funding. We need to relocated towards our ship budget. 

We also have 22/23 funding at 3.7 million. All of this funding is to develop and preserve affordable housing. As you can see the 85,000 is for emergency repairs. I will go into more detail about the 22/23 allocation. 

We also have over $1 million in anticipated program income. Because it is anticipated we appropriate the funding however we do not budget the actual funds until they are received throughout the year. 

And then in this chart you can see the overview of how we are proposing to find our affordable housing activities with the ship allocation for 22/23. Everything is divided between rental housing, homeownership, and also for new construction and preserving our existing housing stock. 

All funding is for income eligible households and it is anticipated that we will assist over 145 units of housing with this funding. 

That is it. 

HEATHER POST: 
Move approval. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Motion to approve by Post, second by Wheeler. Any questions or comments? 

All in favor say aye. Any opposed? Motion carries 7 to 0. Item 13, contract with CPH LLC for the architectural and engineering services for the expansion of the Southwest regional facility improvements. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. For you today is our contract with CPH for our expansion of the Southwest regional water reclamation facility. 

As you recall during our water quality workshop earlier this year we talked about some of the things that we are looking at doing in the spring shed to approve water quality and this is a step in that direction. 

We have allocated some funds for the design. Eventually we will move forward with construction which will be funded by ARPA as well as other grants. I am going to turn it over to Mike and he is going to give an overview of the project. 

SPEAKER: 
Mike, resources Director. Along with me today is Ben from CPH as well as Doctor Aaron Reed from my staff who will be involved in this process. 

Until we bring to conclusion a very successful project over the next three years. I would expect. Briefly I will give to you the primary components of this design, expanded treatment capacity which will further our regional nutrient reduction strategies and initiatives within the springs. An upgrade of our existing biosolids treatment facility to a class A treatment which will allow for treatment of fertilizer which will generate from those facility in the plan. 

Additional storage of reclaimed water by at least 5 million gallons per day, perhaps even 10 million gallons a day based on construction costs as we get underway. 

This will allow us to continue to expand alternative water supply uses in order to reduce our influence in blue Springs and the fresh ground water supply. -- 

MIKE ULRICH: 
So the timeline of this project, will be as follows. As you can see here, I would simply like to add to this. You know? This is not the last action you will be taking over the next couple of months. As it pertains to this, we will bring on a general contractor and manager for this project, as well as the fact that you will be constructing grants from CAPH John's that will go $12 million towards this project. Due to the Council's commitment to this project, you allocated $4.8 million towards this project. We were able to take counsel's commitment, and again average this with the funding available from DP as well as from St. John's. You demonstrated your commitment and they demonstrate their commitment. Again I thank you all for your efforts on that. 

Can we answer any questions with regards to this? Staff does recommend approval in regards to this contract. 

HEATHER POST: 
Move approval. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
OK, we have a motion to approve by Post, seconded by Johnson. Michael... The cost 2 381 million, that cost is just for filings and architectural? That is required, we absently are a growing population. I want to point out you said this does not include any construction at all. So I suppose it would be unfair to ask you, if you have any idea what construction may cost? 

MIKE ULRICH: 
Unfortunately that is not a $64 million question 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Last met, 

MIKE ULRICH: 
But when we start this, we are working with a $74 million budget. There is no estimate at this time, we have seen incredible cost excalations. I will tell you we have been addressing these issues, talking about them. 

It is also one of the reasons that we started working with DP and with St. John's. With utilities to further this, this is just one of those projects that you have to address whether or not there is a cost to do something. Because there is an even greater cost to do nothing. So I think it is necessary for all future initiatives to protect Volusia blue and Volusia Springs. But it is a great question. 

I can assure you one of the things working with CPH, that has been there especially at the beginning of design and the successful conversion we completed in 2018, they know this plan inside and out. You know? We're looking for all avenues to bring forward a very cost-effective project. That was a great question. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
And that was a great answer, that is the only answer you can get. It is a project we need while we are growing. My concern is just that we have to look at the future. 

I'm going to vote for this project. This has nothing to do with whether or not we need this, but our CFO is already sweating bullets about how to pay for future costs of everything that we face. From son rail, just to the increased costs from inflation. And the anticipated response for next year isâ€¦ Well that we will raise taxes. 

I hope that we do not face a recession. We are in one now. How bad will it get? I do not know. Before George Recktenald got here, the response to recession other than raising taxes, was to cut funding for EMS and firefighters for some to his credit, George never suggested that. Post would have stopped him if he did. 

I hope the Council will look at spending rather than just the standard answer of raising taxes. I will go through the budget line by line with you, with staff, and we can see what we can do other than raising taxes for people in a recession year. 

So we have a lot on our plate. County manager George? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
The good news here is that this is a utility possibly run our utility can civilly throughout the years, we take no tax money into our utility. That is not necessarily the case in other places. This is a county, an enterprise fund. It stands on its own. 

This may mean that down the road, you know? May we need to look at what the sewer rates are for the people in the utility... But we have done just a great job of trying to keep up with our capital improvements, and using grants like the ARPA, like other grants that we will get. You have heard lobbyists say today about another grant that is out there, and that will be for something else, but the keyword and there is being "Shovel ready", So that is why it is important that we move things forward, that we get things designed. And I'm sure that if there is any kind of phasing that we may have to do... Depending on what kind of money is available, we will go after grants. And again since we have been the leader, we have put quite a few grant dollars into this facility already. And I anticipate (indiscernible). A point well taken, it is our absolute goal to keep tax money out of this utility. And as you have mentioned, our CFO is always looking at ways of how to maybe take money in the other direction, because you guys have invested in a utility and therefore there could be reasonable expectations for some return after we have met all of our capital needs, which is what Mike is trying to do. 

So again this is a good story. This is showing good leadership as Mike has done. And this will not be one of the things that you hear me worried about next year when it comes to taxes, there will be other things. I wish things could be run as well as this utility. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Thank you. I don't see any other questions or comments from the Council? 

We have a motion to accept by Heather Post, seconded by Ben Johnson. All in favour say "I". Are there any opposed? The motion carried 7 to 0. 

That brings us to item 14, contract with Carr & Collier, Inc., for the West Volusia transfer station entrance improvements . 

BENJAMIN BARTLETT: 
If you have been out there, I think everyone realizes how busy of a facility that is. So we have looked at ways to improve it and make it more efficient. Currently this project, what we are looking at in the initial phase of this project, overall improvements are improvements to the entrance facility possibly have a lot of second that goes on, backup on State Road 44. 

What we are looking at is increasing the width of our entrance lanes, adding a second scale house, adding some features. Similar technology that will allow us to move existing customers through quickly. And we really think that this will improve the efficiency out there, and prevent those backups on State Road 44 and get people out as quickly as possible. 

As he said, brief phases on the overall improvements, we are looking at phase II eventually coming to all. Improvements to internal roads, small water improvements, and relocating some of our drop-off facilities. The third improvement would be increasing the tipping floor, 

HEATHER POST: 
I move approval 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Motion approval by post, seconded by Wheeler. All in favour say I. And you post? The motion carries 6-0, 

SPEAKER: 
because Ms. Post is out of the room 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
She said it and she stepped right out 

(Laughter) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Community events, item 15. I'm sorry! I'm going right by you attorney. 

SPEAKER: 
To interject briefly, last September when you updated were meeting roles, we did mention that we would be back for you, Really just documenting what our quasijudicial hearings are. And this counsel deals with those largely in context with those hearings. Really for the benefit of the public, some other jurisdictions have adopted rules such as that we have modelled in the county. This rule allows us, there should be no surprises in what Paul is going to walk you through, but it will allow us to post this information for the benefit of the public when they come in and or hearing this in front of the Council, they will have an idea of what the rules are going on. 

Also for counsel to be able to point to something in writing. 

SPEAKER: 
This is item number 15, a resolution approving some quasijudicial procedures. Last year when you updated the common policy, exception to â€“ 63 after allows the Council to adopt procedures so we had a resolution before you. This is entirely optional., You do not have to do this. 

But when you are acting in a quad site judicial capacity, you have left your legislative role phase, and the councils acted more like a court, it must take into account all oral, written or demonstrated evidence. That turns it into kind of another type of hearing altogether. So there are some procedures needed. For case law, you have to proceed in the basic to procedural process. So therefore, there has to be an expectation for an applicant or him about the public for when they walk into one of these quasijudicial hearings. 

It is not overly complicated, and you already have it out in writing so we can point to a specific point in the presentation, or to point to the rules kind of speed the process along and make it more efficient. You know connect to have the best testimony, the best evidence presented without undue delay. 

So that is the purpose of the squaw site judicial hearings, to ensure efficiency, orderly presentation, and to provide participants with information to know what to expect when they come before this counsel. So you know? It has some definitions. 

It includes historic preservation boards, pretty much any board that has a final order that can be appealable. They can take that and construct something and do something. These are the types of boards that these apply to. A lot of these boards are advisory only, they give you recommendations, but they do not have the ability to render a final. A provides seizures for if it needs to be continued due to a procedural error, or if additional information needs to be provided. It provides basic rules of evidence. So no quasijudicial hearings, the baseline is competence. So it provides that as an expectation, that it needs to be based on something. Give us something factual, not just an opinion based testimony. This applies if someone does just give an opinion, it directs in thatâ€¦ You do not have to exclude it, but you should give it the due for mere appearance. It allows you to remand to a lower board, saying that there was a complicated item and additional information was revealed during the hearing. Sometimes you want the lower board to consider this, and it allows you to remand to a lower board to take into account additional information. 

It does provide limitation on comments. 

There's kind of a special procedure when you have a lot of people want to speak on the same manner. This allows them to have a designated representative and to seek their time. It's not all of them cumulatively together, but you can give extra time to someone presenting a large group. That kind of provides both the ability of a large group of people to speak in one voice, and also take into account that the efficiencies of the public business, we need to get the best information as possible in the shortest amount of time so the last opportunity. 

One of the necessary things that does offer cross-examination and for the sworn testimony to be provided. As part of the basic procedural due process because if someone wants to they can turn this into more like a court like proceeding and a party member, which is either the government or the applicant, can request the other party member provide testimony under oath. As the standard order of proceedings. The expectations of when someone. 

The declaration of ex parte communications so someone can know if any communication was received by any counsel or board member outside the hearing. All evidence should be received at the hearing. When we start up with the staff presentation. 

At any point in time the chair or any member of counsel can stop and ask comments, unless you want to provide an alternate proceeding, in which case everyone presents the questions start. Then you go with the applicant presentation. Then you can open up for public comment for any individual member to speak, usually three minutes. The chair has the opportunity to increase that time for good cause and once you close public comment can provide rebuttals either by the applicant or, rarely done by the government if the government needs to provide any testimony provided. 

And then you get into the discussion of counsel and then you go to emotion and vote. You are already doing these things, we're just writing it down as this is the order of presentation. 

Once again this is completely optional. One of the things I want to highlight is that if you stray or very from one of these it's not jurisdictional, someone can't go, all you into this, or that. That means the entire thing is no and void. These are meant as a tool and to help the public hearing, never to be used as a sort to kind of destroy or remove someone's right to speak will remove the actual application itself. 

With that said we provided three options that counsel can approve the resolution is provided, make changes or direct staff to not proceed and just go with how we are usually doing things. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Just a couple of quick questions. I think this is excellent work. I think it's logical, I think it flows, I think it's fair. But there are some new things that I just wanted to make sure that I understood and the Council does. 

On 15 6 this is under designated representatives. Such verification may be to testimony under oath. That's new. I don't remember ever having anyone swear an oath. 

SPEAKER: 
You don't have to. It is one of the things where a party can, as one of their base procedural due process rights require anyone providing testimony, give that testimony under oath. Right now any quasijudicial context testimony doesn't have to be under oath. There's no perjury. You do have some boards require all testimony to be under oath such as your CLC A, that's your contractor license and construction appeals board or your code enforcement Board those operate in a quasijudicial capacity, the statute requires all testimony of the provided under oath. 

This is an ability to provide the best testimony possible. If there is any doubt as to the veracity of the statement a member of the party, which is the applicant or the government, can require any person giving testimony to do so under oath. 

Additionally, if someone really wants to provide testimony and wants to be sworn in that's also an option so that the public wanted to do that they have the opportunity. The designated representative can also do that and provide all of their testimony under oath. 

Or if you have an opposing party member they can require all testimony under oath. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thank you. So, not an obvious change for each quasijudicial special event. 

One other item on page 1511 number two, failures to receive a majority vote. It's is a failure to receive the majority vote for the members, physically or virtually present, defeats question before the body. The chair shall call for any further motions. 

Does that mean if it fails the chair can say is there some alternative that you would like to suggest, and if so does the applicant get a chance to say if you vote for that I would agree to it or not. Tell me how that works. 

SPEAKER: 
The second part is up to you. But the first part, the failure to receive a majority vote, that is responding to the question. Question should be in the affirmative. Its motion to approve or motion to deny. Either one of those fails you are back to receiving motions. 

For example, if someone provides a motion to deny the motion fails that doesn't approve the item. But you could call for additional conditions corporate additional discussion, and at that point in time you can come back and additional proffers when you can keep the discussion constrained to counsel or another motion. 

If the motion is received after the first bill with everyone and for amount of time deemed reasonable for lack of receiving... it's like default denial kind of voting proceedings and discussion. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thank you for that explanation. Counsel, what is your pleasure for to accept this we got three options. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion to approve as provided. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Motion to approve as provided and delivered by vice chair Girtman second was by Johnson. The other discussion? All in favor as accepting as provided? 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
You did, I'm sorry. We're going to have to give up the microphone for second. We have one member of the public. Wendell (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
Wendell Delarosa, (Unknown Name) Florida. This have some other business to attend to so I will do partly but I have an agenda item on 20 September so I will be here at the next meeting into meetings after. I think that's after November 8 I think there's three meetings. I will be here for the next three meetings. 

HEATHER POST: 
Point of order. I'm not sure why we are discussing this. 

SPEAKER: 
This is what you're voting on. I think the intention of this boat, the policy that came up and came about with me speaking, that's what the county has given the guidance to go back and come back. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
It wasn't about you speaking in particular, it was any member of the public. If you want to continue to talk about the quasijudicial standards (indiscernible) 

SPEAKER: 
It was directed at me. Why don't we just name it the Wendell ball. How about that? Have a nice day. And again, I sent the county an email not to interfere with an official investigation with the Florida Attorney General will be contacted. 

SPEAKER: 
Just to clarify you know this we said we'd be back with these with the original rules to last September. (indiscernible) for some time. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
But it's nice to think it's all about me. 

HEATHER POST: 
Mr. chair, we create these rules to provide order within the chambers. So, Mr. Dyer could you speak to if we consistently have a member who purposefully goes against the rules that we apply over and over in every single meeting than were the options. And what is the recourse? 
As it's been done today. 

MICHAEL DYER: 
The chair can enforce its ordinance on his own, member of counsel can make a point of order as well as you have done. In the public input section of your ordinance 2 â€“ 66 (d) says that the chair shall be responsible for determining a role, procedure and decorum has been violated and for enforcement of these rules should the chair decide that rule, procedure or quorum has been violated by a member of the public the chair shall interrupt the meeting and the violator shall be given a verbal warning. Cease-and-desist from any further violations and advised that any subsequent violations will be removed from the meeting. The meeting shall then remove and proceed. 

Following a verbal warning to the member of the public should the chair make a determination that a rule, procedure order quorum has been subsequently violated by the same person at the same meeting the violator may be directed to leave the meeting and in the event the violator fails to comply with this direction the chair may ask law enforcement officer on duty in the council chambers to assist in complying. 

JENNIFER DELLINGER: 
Ben Johnson. 



BEN JOHNSON: 
You right speak on numerous occasions, but you're wrong about this being about you. I'm the one who originally brought it up well over a year ago that we need to core models. It was done before you were coming to meetings. This is not the Wendell Delarosa act. This was done and requested as counsel a long time back and it was to keep decorum. 

I will say, and I will continue to defend your right, but you have to get to the point and stick to the point where you can lose your right to speak. And not wander. When you want to talk to us talk to us about the matter in front of us and not on other manners should like to talk about. That's what the opening and closing part of the day is all about. 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Thank you. You had your three minutes. We will move on to item 16. Community events by Kevin Captain. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
I say good afternoon. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Got two minutes. We didn't have a vote. The motion by Girtman and second by Johnson to accept the quasijudicial procedures as delivered. All in favor say aye. Any opposed? 

It passes 7-0. 

I think we have Kevin Captain Atlanta talk about community events. 

SPEAKER: 
Community information director. Item 16 is community events. To start out we have the official strongman games at the ocean center again this year, November 11-13. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Are you registered? 

SPEAKER: 
I think Mr. Robbins is registered. Don't be full by the name, strongman. It's male and female competitors. This is a big event. It's the largest international strongman competition ever held. 

Three days of intense competition over 300 athletes from over 30 countries will convene in Daytona Beach for this amazing competition. If you are interested, ocean Center.com. 

This Friday we are pleased to announce we will be breaking ground on the $18.4 million medical examiners building. It will be a great event on Friday to get those shovels out. We are looking forward to people coming to our event. And over the next period of time to build it they will have a ribbon-cutting when it's available. Again, that's Friday. 

Also want to remind everybody that Citizens Academy is slated to start September 22. It will run 12 weeks and it is from 6 to 8 PM with several field trips. You can go to Volusia.org. Got a slider, click on it and you can sign up. 

Lastly I wanted to mention we're finishing the last show for Volusia Magazine that will air and it will probably be the last two weeks in September. We've been interviewing a lot of very notable people who have been part of the program over the years including (Unknown Name), Thom and many others. Our production team has been hard at work and I think you will like that last segment. 

Just to remind everybody that the name is going way but the features will continue on social media as we are beginning to see more and more. With that any questions? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
I guess not. That brings us to item 17. Counsel appointment to the NRAC committee. This will be a 14 member board. --Environment and Natural Resources Advisory Committee (ENRAC). 

Were going to do this all different. I like how the set up. The first round of nominations will begin with me as a chair, then will go to at large. Then each council district member... We will do this in two ways. The first way will be that you nominate one person and then we vote on that group. 

The chair at large, then councilmembers starting from District 1, and moving up to District 5 nominee and vote. After that, then we will start with a second round of nominations. That nomination process will then begin with District County members in descending order from District 5 down to District 1, then the at-large, then the chair. 

SPEAKER: 
I just want to make one point of clear vocation, is that each additional nomination gets his own boat. It will not be done away. So each individual 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
That each individual makes. OK. Thank you. This will take longer than I thought then. 

We will start with me, and my first nominee would be Alex Salinsky of Deland. So we have to vote on Alex. That's my nomination. Did you hear that? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes sir, I think you just treat it like a normal nomination... 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
For each one, or for the whole? 

SPEAKER: 
Councils direction on this was to have an individual vote on each. So, this was not a staff decision. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
OK, so the recommendation from Doctor Lowry, it was to ask if there are any objections. But I willâ€¦ (indiscernible) pardon me? Is there a motion for Salinksy? Motion to approve by Johnson, seconded by Lowry. Any opposed? There are seven of us appear, Alex motion to approve 7 to 0. 



SPEAKER: 
Tom Hollar. This is a point of convocation, the nomination itself can act as innovation, so we will need a moment to move things along. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
On paper say I. Any opposed? (indiscernible)'s past 7 to 0. Barbara Girtman you are next. 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
Can I pass and go at the end? 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
No. 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
There are so many people aw... I wanted to wait until the end. This is so hard. Hm, OK. 

I think Jessica Dowell. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
OK, Barbara Girtman nominates Jessica Dowell, and that is seconded by Larry. All in favour say "I". Any opposed? Motion passes 7 to 0. 

District 2, Billie Wheeler? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
I'm recommending Bill Lights. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Bill lights as the nominee, is there a second? It was seconded by Johnson, motion by Wheeler. Everyone in favour, say "I." Motion approved. Danny Robins? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I nominate (indiscernible) Robbins. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
I'm trying to find her on my listâ€¦ OK Robbins, seconded by Johnson. Any opposed? And Miss Jameson is approved. 

Now for District 4, Heather Post? 

HEATHER POST: 
Wendy Anderson, professor of environmental science. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Wendy Anderson as a nominee. Is there a second? 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
Second. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Seconded by Barbara Girtman. The nomination was by Heather Post. All in favour say "I". Any opposed? The motion is approved 7 to 0. 

Fred Lowry from District 5? Bernie (unknown name), motion by Laurie, seconded by Robbins. Any opposed? Motion passes 7 to 0. 

Now we startâ€¦ Was that it? Five now down to one. 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
Mhm. 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
I already did him. 

SPEAKER: 
Do you want me to say who is left? Don Charles Baker, Colleen Mao form, (indiscernible) (away from mic) Bob Simmons, Bob Carl, Melissa Lamberts, D Leonard. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Alright Bob Lemmons (unknown name), seconded by Wheeler. Robert Lemmons passes. And Jack Surrette of Ormond Beach... 

SPEAKER: 
I do want to note because it was chosen, Mr. Surette will resign from VSD once he is nominated. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Are there any opposed? That has passed 720. District (indiscernible) 
Danny Robins nominates Melissa Lambert's, seconded by Johnson. All in favour say "I". Any opposed? Motion carried 7 to 0. 

And three, two... Billie Wheeler? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
OK. Wait a second a bunch are already takenâ€¦ Soâ€¦ 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
A Saralee up a of Daytona Beach 

SPEAKER: 
Second 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Seconded by Johnson, all in favour say "I." Any opposed? Saralee (unknown name) is 7 to 0. Barbara Girtman? 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
I know... I'm going to go with (unknown name) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Alam Lamb berm, civil (indiscernible) of the land is nominated by government. Is there a second? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
second. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Seconded by Johnson. Any opposed? There are some really good people on this. I was very pleased when I saw the list. 

Which leave (Sighs) the last nomination to me which is difficult 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) 

(Laughter) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Carrie Carlson is nominated by Ben Johnson. Is there a second? Seconded by Wheeler all in favour say "I". Carly is nominated and passes 7-0. Nowâ€¦ Wow. There are really some fine people here. 

I'm going to do oneâ€¦ I don't know him, I know the people who are his references. I just like that he is in everyday residentâ€¦ Well I should call him and everyday resident, a bias Tobias (unknown name)? Emotion by Gurman, seconded by Briar speak about what was the name? 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Elias Tobias of the land. All in favour say "I". Any opposed? And Elias carriesâ€¦ Accountâ€¦ 

SPEAKER: 
Mr. Brower appointed Alex Zielinski. Mr. Johnson appointed Jon all blood, is his government appointed his cookout, Mrs. Wheeler appointed Bill lights, will Robinsons appointed Miss Winterson, Miss post-has Wendy Anderson, Ms. Wheeler appointed Saralee Morrissey, Miss Gurman appointed Tyler Mel or, Mr. Johnson approved Carrie, and Jeffrey nominated Elias. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Alright. While that is it for today now. We will make an announcement for this evening's meeting. Jon Nicholson, you are first. Then Pat Northey will follow you. 

JON NICHOLSON: 
Daytona Beach side. Getting back to what I ran out of time for... You don't realize the wars that are going on throughout the US and throughout the entire earth. When I mentioned Atlanta, the letter grew so large, they took more and more water out of the water. The means there was less water for cola. There oysters, world-renowned, ended up dying. And we went to court and we lost. The court said Atlantic could take as much as they want. 

You guys realize of course? That we have our Atlanta just a little bit to our West. When I was a kid, Atlanta was the size of DeLand, it was tiny! And then it grew and grew, and now it is happening in five counties. 

We have two very valuable resources between Orlando and ourselves. The question is, when Orlando grows and decides it wants all of the water... If it takes all of the St. John's from us... Because that is our border, that is basically us OK? Lake Monro is a huge... what is it? The second largest lake in the state? They have access to that! You know? They can drain it. We lose on both counts. We have nine sources of water in Volusia County. 

We have, believe it or not the Halifax River. We have two aquifers underneath our county. We have been intercoastal, we have a motion, and we have a resource that we don't use that we should which is a nova canal. All that rainwater can be shifted less and into our resource and we can keep that water, but yet we don't do it. Need to consider that very carefully. 

I'm not saying that Orlando is going to act like Atlanta, but if it does I don't want us to be the short end of the stick. 

And secondly, years ago when they decided to divide how this Council is made up they decided to give the west side of the county, which had 23% of the population, 42% of the vote in the County Counsel. By doing two districts on the west side + East/West County at large they got three votes out of seven, they got 43% of the vote because they only had 23% of the population. 

This council has four people from the west side. The east side of the county is still shortchanged. I think we should take a look at that. Thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
(Unknown Name), written in beautiful penmanship. I'm glad you're not stressed anymore. 

SPEAKER: 
I'm here because I think I said earlier that the County taxpayers put 25 million into that project. It was 25,000. I have no idea where the million came from, but I wanted to just clarify that and put it in the record. It was $25,000 that we contributed as taxpayers in Volusia County. I apologize for my mistake earlier. 

SPEAKER: 
Do we need to re-vote on that? 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Did you get a phone call? 

SPEAKER: 
No, I was just sitting there and I was thinking I made a mistake. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
You wanted 25 million. 

SPEAKER: 
I was worried about that. Anyway, thank you. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
That concludes public participation. County manager? 

SPEAKER: 
I want to start off with we have, the 37th International coastal cleanup weekend on September 17. We traditionally have a lot of volunteer groups participate in that. 

However, counsel has not been the past, we used to have a vote on it, but the coastal division is not free to grant waivers to those groups as it stands today with our ordinance. So, what I'm asking is if we can grant a waiver of the fee on the evening of the 16th and 17th. The environmental management division will provide coastal with a list of all registered participants prior to the event, so that the fee can be waived by the coastal division for those volunteers to do the cleanup. 

JEFFREY BROWER: 
Motion to approve by Post, second by Wheeler. We will waive those fees. Is there any discussion about that? I think it's a good idea, and I also think it's another reason we ought to pursue opening the beach for private events especially for the parade because there's just not enough parking. 

Motion and second to approve your proposal, George. All in favor say aye. Any opposed? Motion carries a seven â€“ zero. Is that it? 

SPEAKER: 
I feel I must address something else. Were going to have Mark Swanson on this issue that was brought up this morning. I did not get a chance to finish. I'm going to have Mark come up and go over because whenever there's an incident like what occurred we always have an evidence report and look at it, as is the case here, and I received a report of what happened and I felt there was no reason to have any kind of investigation because there were no, to my knowledge and what I could see, Mr. Swanson described there was no laws or anything broken. 

There was just some people who were trying to help people, this is what we do all the time. And I want to thank everybody. Our people out in the field deal with these types of incidents all the time. They know what they are doing and they know how to handle it. If they're handling something like I'm short today, tomorrow and the next day because we do have a lot of firer's and stuff in our society. They are in vehicles and places that have crashes and wrecks all the time. 

So, Mark? 

MARK SWANSON: 
Interim Director public protection. On April 5, which is the day the incident happened, I want to clarify that her weapon was actually given to the corrections director and we actually got that weapon back to her husband. No weapon ever went inside and ambulance no ambulance ever delivered a weapon anyplace. 

HEATHER POST: 
It was written by me. 

MARK SWANSON: 
We have a letter confirming they did not handle it. It would not be unusual if they didn't have to handle that, because again, think about it the car rolls over, something happens. Normally PD is the person but a lot of times things can happen that don't involve PD. Someone has a weapon and they can take possession of it until it gets to a safe place. They have done that. 

Again, they are experienced at it, is clarified in this case they went to a 
Director and they got it back to her husband. He is a licensed officer, even though that's not necessary. In this case it was. 

HEATHER POST: 
Since we're on the subject there was a number of things that were brought up today, discussion on concealed weapons permits. I believe people said that they had concealed weapons permits and they were not allowed to carry in the building. That's incorrect. 

SPEAKER: 
Incorrect. You can carry in the weapon, not in Council chambers. 

HEATHER POST: 
Everyone who has concealed (public and buildings, that is legal. I have a concealed weapon and I carry when I feel the need to carry as long as it's legal. That is what I do and that's why I've got a concealed weapons permit many years ago. 

I will ask members of the Council, do any of you have concealed weapons permits? Many of you do. Some of you may have gone and gotten them after this incident, who knows how long you've carried them without being legal. 

I will say have always followed the law in that manner have always been a responsible gun owner. I think we discussed weapons permit. There was a discussion of they are not allowed to carry, so why should I? They are absolutely allowed to carry, and (indiscernible) is where I carry. 

There's no discussion or dispute about that at all. The second thing was having a gun in a part of the building where it was not allowed. I fell down the stairs, the flight of stairs directly outside the County manager's office. Anyone that comes up to the County manager's office is allowed to have a concealed weapons permit, that is a legal area and that's where I was carrying. 

There was nothing illegal about that in any way. Handing it over to someone that I should not have was a discussion. I tell you that I am a little offended that our EMS workers were put in that light because in the way but I put an EMS worker in that light, but George mentioned that there are many incidents around the county, say myself or anyone on the Council that has a concealed weapons permit, if you're in an accident or go outside and leave the chambers and you are out of your car and something happens you have to do something. 

I was absolutely responsible and handing it over, even in my pain right away, and even in what was going on because of my extensive training in firearms I had the foresight to actually call over Mark flowers, the director of corrections who is a law enforcement officer, and specifically tell him I have this and I'm going to give it to you for you to take possession of it. That was absolutely the right thing to do. I think that George, Mark and everyone would agree to that, is that correct? 

Very responsible of me. I'm very offended that anyone would suggest otherwise or that I had committed some sort of crime or been irresponsible in that manner. There was the suggestion of checking GPS of EMS, insinuating that EMS drove somewhere that they shouldn't today. That's ridiculous, and again I'm offended for EMS personnel because first of all I never ask them to do that, but second they would not. It would certainly not drive around with a firearm in hand. 

In talking with EMS personnel it is not their normal procedure in any way shape or form to take possession of a firearm. If there's a bazooka, firearm, grenade on scene MS will not pick it up and handle it or do anything with it they will get law-enforcement. 

The last thing was a question about the time the amulets was out of service at the hospital. That they were out an hour and that is already something I discussed in relation to our prolonged EMS response. I think we've addressed, I see people that brought this up today. They are not here anymore, but I believe I have addressed every single thing that they've brought up. There should be zero questions. 

Hopefully we can put this to bed. Is everyone on counsel happy with the outcome of this discussion, or are you wanting then IA or investigation into this matter? I'd like to hear it now, because let's put it to bed. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
You threw a rock at me today on bringing this up in council. What I brought up was the fact that (indiscernible) retired law enforcement role credential to carry firearms. I brought it up as a reminder that you fell down the steps and were hurt and had to be transported and there was a gun in your purse, and the concern was, where is that ongoing? 

I wasn't going to bring us up and see through the rock at me this morning, but you had left council and went upstairs, left upstairs and rushing back to council we were all sitting here. None of us, I believe on this whole stafrf knew that you had fallen. I just knew you weren't back. 

But I got a question. Where were you going to put the gun between those stairs and the 50 feet to get over here into council? That's the question. I wasn't going to bring it up. But their staff in the past that said that happened, but they were concerned that you might have been bringing it back here. And I did not say that before and was not going to say it, and I don't quite believe you're going to run here when you are late for counsel, run across the parking lot projected to come back unprotected or leave here to those your car unprotected to get projected to come back. 

There's no gun lockers between here and there so it does beg the question, what were you planning on doing with the firearm when she got back to counsel? 

HEATHER POST: 
Mr. Lowery didn't want to answer who has a concealed weapon, because it could be in violation of some safety code. You honestly expect me to announce, just in the general public, what I do with my firearms? Where I put them and how we operate with them? I will not do that. 

My point isâ€¦ No no, my point is is that I was absolutely in a legal area to carry a firearm. There is no evidence in any shape or form that I ever carried a firearm in this chamber. 

If you would like toâ€¦ Fine! Then all of us should be searched when we come and then. Is that what we need to get into? Ridiculous. 

You can insinuate, suggest, and remove any possible scenario you want. Just like the who are in here today who pulled all of this out of their ass, but it is not correct. The bottom line is I did not have... Legally, I was able to carry a firearm in the areas I was carrying it. I was very very responsible in the way I dealt with it when I was injured, just as I would if I was out in the community anywhere else. 

And I can tell you that... I do not believe there is anyone who is more concerned for the safety of staff, as of the evidence of numerous discussions I have had surrounding safety, and with the check out their when we have people coming in suggesting that they will cause harm to staff. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Your answer is an answer in itself. Thank you. 

HEATHER POST: 
And your behaviour is an answer in that supple so I hope we can put these questions to bed. The questions have been answered. It is ridiculous was we have kept hearing "Let's not be political", and that we all need to get along, but the politics of this is just absolutely unreal. The stuff that keeps coming up and coming out, the ridiculous dwellings on certain things... It is so political it is not even funny. This place is a circus. I thank you Mark for checking on that, and for verifying all the above. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Thank you Mark. George, was that all? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
I just want to remind everyone that the County manager's office is a friendly place. Therefore, while it may be legal, I preferred that you do not bring anything up there with you. We've got you. 

Number two, I just want to remind everyone of some very important business tonight, the 6PM budget hearing. Staff will be here, to my understanding there are some folks from the tax collector's office, and I think Larry may have some people down in the appraiser's office who have any questions, and we will be able to answer anything that we can right here. 

So we are happy to be bringing that up. And we will be here at 6 PM. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
County attorney? 

SPEAKER: 
Nothing at this time thank you. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Heather Post? 

HEATHER POST: 
I just want to say I'm extremely excited, the medical examiners urban cutting is coming up on Friday. I am very very excited to get that project moving. It is desperately needed. And I'm looking forward to that as well. That is all I have. -- 

MICHAEL G. DYER: 


JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Danny Robins? Billie Wheeler? Barbara Girtman? 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
Thank you chair. I just wanted to mention my appointment to the board for fact, also for the community of urban affairs and the federal committee for fact, as well as the agricultural and rural affairs leadership for Naco, which is the National Association of County's. Next week I will be at a conference Wednesday to Friday. Just to get that on the record, for those who do not understand the importance of serving and representing, it is again about taking our concerns and issues not only to the state but to the federal level, and working with local legislative teams taking our local concerns to those levels. 

So I just wanted to get it out there, and address any particular concerns. And also to let you know that we do not all serve the same way. This is the way I choose to get greater involvement and create the relationships that could perhaps bring more resources to our community, and or help people understand what our needs are outside of Volusia County and within. Thanks. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Thank you. Ben Johnson? Doctor Lowry? OK. 

I will just end with as George just announced, there will be a 6 PM meeting tonight here in these chambers to discuss and listen to presentations on tentative millage rates and tentative budget, not setting either one. This is a tentative millage rate and tentative budget. It is a public meeting, so the public will be invited for input. 

At the end of the meeting, we will set a second meeting to finalize this process to actually set the millage rates and the budget. So we will reconvene at 6 PM in this room this evening. 

The last thing I will say... Just in light of all of the discussion that has gonna, for me this is embarrassing, for the public, for the staff, and for all of you could take the time out of your busy day to come. 

But I think it is obvious there is an organized very political effort to do personal harm to people. That is a shame and I hope it ends soon. 

With that we will adjourn until 6 PM. Thank you. . 
. 


(Session will restart at 6 PM) (Session will restart at 6 PM) 
(Session will restart at 6 PM) (Session will restart at 6 PM) 


JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Will have Aaron Van Kleeck the deputy finance writer, and Ryan Ossowski the Chief Financial Officer, go through millage rates and the tentative budget and it will be open to the public. 

In the morning meetings, we start out with public participation and will cover those things first so you know what your are responding to and speaking about. 

Public participation will come. Just be patient. So, we will get started. With that, George? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
First off, I need to ask, with Fred appearing virtually, we need a motion and the Council approval... 

SPEAKER: 
Motion to approve. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Motion by Barbara Girtman and second by (Unknown Name) to have Fred Lowry participate virtually. Motion carried. You can vote for that one. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Tonight, we are here to have the first of two meetings and public hearings. We will present the tentative trait and budget for the upcoming fiscal year, 2022, 23. 

We will hold discussions on the tax rates in the tentative budget. If there's any modifications to the budget, we will adopt the millage rates by 30, adopt the tentative budget, and set the date and time for the second and final public hearing. 

We are here today to recommend an operating budget of $1 billion ... Sorry, we took the budget down, since the last time we talked. Now, the tentative operating budget will be $1,058,802,676. 

It is a change the last time we talked, $1 million... The operating budget and we will have a nonoperating budget of $168 million, so, some of the highlights of this budget, I will just say, we began working on this in January. 

Staff begins with their capital needs and programs. We have of course met with council with various meetings and workshops. He was really getting into it starting in March. All the way up until we presented the budget recently in July. Some of the highlights, that are out there... In this budget we will have all of our full-time staff at $15 an hour. 

Of course, we have raises for the staff. 4% or a dollar an hour, we asked for having Veterans Day is a holiday this year. In the budget also, with the budget we have gone over with the overtime, mandatory overtime issues, and the growth we've experienced in our services especially in the public protection areas. 

We will be adding a total of 39 positions in terms of production. There will be seven positions added in the enterprise funds. The enterprise funds are not tax funds, those are funds that are for little businesses, well, they are fairly big businesses now. 

So, those positions will be paid for for the fees and money generated from those various operations. We did have an request and asking for a position in the judicial, and their informations systems area. 

And five positions in the general government at large. So, with that... we will talk about where our actual millages are going to be. 

I will say, with a lot of hard work, we are able to start off with the general fund, and the tax rate, the rollback rate of 4.8499 mills, the library tax rate is at the rollback rate of .5174 mills, the Volusia Forever fund which was voted in by the citizens at a tax rate of .2000 mills, the Volusia ECHO fund is also at .2000 mills. 

For Volusia Forever and ECHO that is an 11.3% greater than the rollback rate of .1797. 

Mosquito control, the rate of .1781 which is 11.17% greater than the rollback rate, of .1062. The Ponce Inlet and Port Authority fund ad valorem tax rate is at the rollback rate of .0760 mills. 

The municipal service District, ad valorem tax rate is at the rollback rate of 1.8795, the Silver Sands Beach MST fund, the ad valorem tax rate is at the rollback rate of .0129 mills, and the fire rescue district, the ad valorem tax rate of 3.8412 mills, it is 12.18% greater than the rollback rate of 3.4241. 

That is the rate that we had last year, but it is considered an increase. Because of the increases in value. 

So, with that... I'm going to have Aaron Van Kleeck go over the tentative budget. And we can have public participation and discussion on it. 

AARON VAN KLEECK: 
Alright, good evening, councill. Aaron Van Kleeck, Deputy Finance Director. 

RYAN OSSOWSKI: 
And Ryan Ossowski, Chief Financial Officer. 

AARON VAN KLEECK: 
First thing up is what we changed since the recommended budget in July and in July we recommended a budget of $1 billion, here tonight that has been changed to $1,058,802,678. (Reads) This gives you a summary of the change and there was a schedule A report attached to the agenda which gives you a fund by fund summary and you can see which funds were changed. 

So, the details of the changes from the recommended budget, in July, when we brought the recommended budget to you we did state we needed to make a small adjustment to the millage rates for the Springhill CRA we made an additional payment to. 

We knew off the beach there would be changes to the MSD fund and General fund to make the rates fully at the rollback rate. In general fund, we reduced the budget by $2 million, and $32,799 of this reduction was a reduction in the revenue due to the millage rate adjustment. 

$2,275,386 was due to the submission of the tax collectors budget where the excess fees paid to the county by the tax collector at the end of the year, were reduced to offset increases the tax collectors budget. 

In both cases, reserves were adjusted to balance the fund. In the Volusia Sheriff County sheriffs contracted fund which is Fund 110, we increased that by $376,506 and that increase reflects the final contract with the cities that the sheriff negotiated, and DeBarry had an increase in staffing they had requested. 

They did that to account for the additional step. 

In the MSD, the revenue from the ad valorem taxes was reduced to account for the millage rate adjustment we talked about. And the reserve was reduced by the same amount to balance the fund and other changes made that did not affect the total operating budget, but did include an additional $243,851 payment to the department of juvenile justice, we did speak about that at the July meeting when we had been notified. 

We had to increase that line and reduce reserves by that amount. The allocation of the Sheriff budget between general fund and the MSD was adjusted based on the information from the Sheriff's office for direct cost to the MSD with the overhead allocated to it, as well. 

So, that gives you the details of the changes we made from the recommended budget in July. 

SPEAKER: 
On the taxable value and change by fund, all of them had a 14% change in value. Only the funds were the tax rate is Flat and the tax rate is not changed, only in those funds are you recognizing that revenue increase. 

That would be forever and ECHO because they were left at the voter mills, fire rescue district, and the mosquito control District. 

During the five-year forecast, we explained the additions for the firefighters and the need for the capital for the mosquito control building as being the reasons for the planning and keeping those millage rates flat. 

In the other funds presented at the rollback rate which includes the general fund, the library, municipal service District, the port, and silver sands, the only revenue growth that we are experience and for property taxes is the new construction percentage. 

The rollback rate takes your last year's rate and reduces it by an amount that then offsets the increase in values. 

So, the total revenue that the county is collecting â€“ the only increase is that new construction value. On the slide, you can see those funds circled with the red circle. 

In the general fund, for example, even in the year the inflation we are seeing, the revenue we are collecting from property taxes is only growing by 2.3% attributable to the new construction. Because of the rollback rate. 

SPEAKER: 
This gives you the taxable by county class and this is for the county general fund which is our countywide taxing fund and remotely from the property appraiser's website and shows our financial taxable value presenters is at 69.1%, and our highest percentage next would be commercial at 15.1%. 

This gives you the ad valorem tax revenue by fund, ad valorem taxes make up 31.3% or $331.2 million of our operating budget. 

The ad valorem taxes are budgeted at 96% of the total to account for the 4% discount that taxpayers receive for paying their taxes early. 

The state requires counties and municipalities to show at least 95% of the ad valorem taxes levied, we shall 96% in our budget and have historically for years. 

In total, the ad valorem tax revenue changes from prior years at 4.7% increase, while the payments to CRAs represent a 15.1% increase and this is calculator using the rollback rate and five of our nine taxing funds. We will go over the (Indiscernible) on future slides, the other taxing funds are very specific and the services provided and will touch on that here. 

Our other countywide rates, they include the library, ECHO, and Forever funds, the library taxing fund is for operations of six regional libraries, each community branch libraries, and one support training facility. 

The ECHO and Forever are levied as well as grant funding for environmental, cultural, historical, and outdoor projects. 

The unincorporated projects pay ad valorem taxes for the fire fund and the municipal service District with the fire fund provides funding for fire rescue service while the MSD provides funding for ... (Static) for other municipal services to be in incorporated areas such as animal control, planning involvement, engineering and construction, environmental management, building, and Parks and Recreation and culture funding. 

Then there are three taxing districts levied on the east side of Volusia County, the Ponce de Leon Inlet and Port District, the East Volusia mosquito control district, and the Silver Sands/bassoon MST. The mosquito control fund is educating on ways to reduce the population.... Funding is also provided for lighthouse point Park operations, as well as the artificial reef program. 

The Silver Sands fund is specific to the Bethune Beach area and only levied for the operation of street lighting. Here you see are countywide operating revenues. Ad valorem revenues and CRA's recovered on the last slide and the growth we had in that revenue is not what allowed us to get to the rollback rate, I believe I said that in a previous meeting as well. It is growth and other revenues that help us get there. 

Charges for services that contain revenues such as beach access fees, parking garage fees, court facility fees, ambulance fees, the state program that Ryan got us into for EMS, Sheriff contract fees, landfill charges, those are just a summary of some of the charges for services. The increase there was 15.4% or 16 million. 

Our intergovernmental revenues, which include state revenue sharing, the hospital authorities, Medicaid payment, state share asset taxes, federal airport aid, is estimated to increase by 3.4% or $2.5 million. The increases in these revenues such as sales tax and hospital revenue authority is offset by a large reduction in federal aid to the airport, which is a $10.7 million decrease. 

Other taxes such as resort tax, commission and development tax, utility tax, and commission services tax are estimated to increase by 21% or 15.4 million. Important to note here that the appropriated fund balance number you see on the left side of the pie, that is our beginning savings balance. It is prior year money that has been saved from the operating budget, it is not new money. This does tie to the reserve you will see on the other side, less the one-time money we are using in the budget for non-reoccurring purposes. 

SPEAKER: 
I just want to add a little bit there. The appropriated fund balance reserves on the next slide are essentially the same thing. They are how much money you have for your rainy day funds, for your savings for future capital projects, and any other purpose that we have funds set aside. Essentially, if you were a household looking at your income and expenses, that is your beginning savings account balance. Reserves are your ending account balance that you need to budget. 

When you look at operating revenues, the recurring piece of that is actually a much smaller number. 

SPEAKER: 
Here you see the same countywide operating expenditures, this is by category, by personal services. You see the total reserves listed at 350 million, 350.6 million. Our total operating budget did have an increase of 10.2% over fiscal year 22. I mentioned the reserves, this will represent our savings account balance at the end of fiscal year 22/23, if all things go as planned. As it stands, we are using $46 million for expensive such as major capital. 

Personal services increased in FY 23 x 8% or 14.8 million. This increase includes recommended wage increase by 4% or a dollar as well as the state mandated retirement rate changes and insurance costs. We are also including Veterans Day as a county-recognized holiday. 

This is the operating expenditures by department. It gives you the same total, it just breaks it down by department. This slide gives you that breakdown. Public Works represents 24.4% of the total, public protection at 18.2. Important to note, the property appraiser and tax collector we are listing, those are commissions we pay to those offices. It does not represent their total budget. Those of the commissions we pay to them and any internal services we are statutorily required to provide or assistance we provide. That is what those numbers represent there. 

The general fund breakdown, this is the total requested general fund budget. It is a reduced by the 2.3 million that we covered earlier. This gives you the total general fund request with the reserves and the carryforward from prior year and major capital transfers. Those are one-time in nature, as you've seen in the past, we do break it down in the next slide two recurring general fund expenses. 

The recurring general fund is at 302.3 million. Important to note here is the big pieced on the left side, and then the public County protection. If you add those two together for the general fund, it is 74.9% for public protection and external expenses and support, which includes the office of the sheriff funding. 

This shows the amount of ad valorem taxes that have not been levied by reducing the rate as we have since fiscal year 19. It is $149,933,881 of ad valorem taxes not levied if the rate would've been kept flat at 61 from fiscal year 18. 

This has changed slightly, we gave a little bit more detail on this slide than we did in previous presentations, just to break out the millage in a little more detail. This is a breakdown of the proposed rate for the general fund, which is the 4.4899. Again, the tax collector â€“ the equivalent is what we are paying for commissions, it is not the millages. 

The history of the counties millage rates, whether you have been at rollback, partial rollback. I think we have covered most of this, but we are adding fissions to bring our full-time equivalent account to 2407.453. We do have the wage adjustment, we have every employee or position at a minimum wage of $15 per hour and we do have the additional County recognized holiday. 

SPEAKER: 
That would be full-time positions, just to clarify. 

SPEAKER: 
For future concerns, we do have the Votran subsidy for future concern. And again, that is based on the forecast as it stands today. Son rail operations and maintenance costs, we have a potential for $9 million increase in fiscal year 23-24. The timing of that is something we are looking at, it is something down the road we're going to have to deal with that. 

The general fund use of fund balance, we are looking at 7.3 million in fiscal year 23-24. Use of fund balance for recurring expenses at a flat millage rate. That is based on 8% growth in taxable value. If we get that 8% growth of taxable value in the fund and keep that rate flat, we will still be using 7.3 million of fund balance for recurring expenses. The further out you go in the forecast, the better that gets, the lower amount that we use. 

If it is a one year thing, we could transition with the growth, if we continue to have 8% growth. We could transition to where we are not using that money for recurring expenses. But for 23-24, that is the amount we would use for recurring expenses. 

SPEAKER: 
Just to make it clear, in the 23 budget we are discussing today, these are concerns for the future your budget. In the 23 budget, we don't have rail as an occurring expenditure. If you look at that $9.7 Million, Sunrail is the driver of that concern. We are not using any recurring expenditures being covered by non-recurring revenue. That is a concern created by Sunrail and partially by the increase in Votran returning back to its normal form from being subsidized. 

SPEAKER: 
Would you mind expanding on Sunrail, I think would be important for the public to hear. 

SPEAKER: 
There are two pieces to it. One of the debt service. The Council has agreed to take on a state infrastructure bank loan in order to finance the improvements that the state is currently in the process of getting started. The debt service on that is a little over... around $1 million a year. The remainder of that is the operating â€“ 

SPEAKER: 
That is for the north edition? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes. The remainder of that is the estimates for the operating of sun rail. When the line is completed, the County is expected to assume its share of the operating and maintenance expenses, which is a recurring expense, a new recurring expense we will have to absorb each year going forward. The debt service will eventually end in 2036. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
And increased staffing demands and public safety operations, we mentioned we are adding 46 positions, we do have additional needs forecasted in the out years as well. We will need to consider those as we are looking at funding. And as always, being competitive in the labor market. 

At this point, we will pause for public participation, because we are at the point where you will be doing the rate setting and the tentative budget adoption and setting the meeting. At this point, it would be appropriate to do that before public. 

SPEAKER: 
You were so clear, there is probably not any. Keith Chester, you have three minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
I have a question that wasn't answered. Is that $15 an hour also for contractual employees, such as our janitorial staff, the people that work at the airport, security guards here, is that $15 an hour include contractual positions that the county hires out? And if it does not, I think that is a serious issue. 

As we are always talking about giving money to social services and arts organizations and all these different groups, to help the poor, we are always talking about helping the poor. But we've got poor people working for us, the county is saving money on their backs. When you contract services out, the purpose of that is to save money. But the money is saved on the backs of a hard-working person. We need to show the people who clean our toilets and restrooms and maintain our buildings and take care of our lawn and keep our buildings protected a bit more respect. 

None of us in this room are above those people, and we can consider them as well. Instead of taking tax dollars out of the pockets of hard-working people and giving it away to corporations and various other groups, we should be taking care of our own. I am embarrassed that we don't, and I think all of you on this board should be embarrassed as well. We need to be paying employees a decent wage. 

We need to start re-looking at the ways we do things, as Barb would often say, looking forward and not looking back. I have some young friends that are from here, that I am concerned with. All of them have worked very hard, everybody on this list that owns a home here have worked two and three jobs, worked all the overtime the code, done their very best to have something a little bit more. And for their efforts, I have one friend paying the equivalent of $338 a month in property taxes. 

I have another young friend that pays the equivalent of $263 a month in property taxes. And I have another young friend who bought his property years ago and he's worked since he was a teenager, worked very hard. And for his efforts, he built his own house using his own hands, sweat equity, and for his efforts he pays the equivalent of $467 a month in property taxes. 

We need to start thinking about the young people who are from here, who are working hard every day, trying to make it. And doing everything the right way. And what is going to happen with her taxes? Yes, this year we are holding the line a little bit. But next year, everybody has been talking about next year, we probably will have to raise taxes and we probably have to have a one penny sales tax come back. 

I would like y'all to consider these young people who are from here, and let's rethink how we are doing government at Volusia County. Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
That is the only public participation you have. I will close public participation for now. Ryan or Aaron, let me ask you a quick question just concerning contracting out services. I have been a proponent of that, just for efficiency purposes sometimes, but aren't the companies that we are contracting out to â€“ they are still held to the same laws of the state of Florida for minimum wage, isn't that correct? 

... 

HEATHER POST: 
I wanted to comment on â€“ I brought this up many times before about the wages across the board, but I had a number of questions. First, just to sort of lay the groundwork, when we say all of the vendors have to abide by the state laws, that means everybody has to put in and provide $15 an hour but 26, correct? 

They are mandated by 2026 to pay $15 an hour. If you do the work, that is the issue, if you do the math, no one can survive on $15 an hour. 

We've had discussions with Votran, Votran was â€“ they had bus drivers for $10 an hour, $12 an hour, and those people cannot survive on that pay. 

So, I definitely think it's something we need to discuss. I would love to have that brought back and I brought it up many times, but I would love to have it brought back as an actual agenda item. 

Vendor contracts and vendor pay. Simply because they require to in four years to give a minimum standard, which is really not acceptable, but a minimum standard. I think we can do better in Volusia County. 

Volusia County has said we can do better which is why we have stated, and I'm reading here, every ploy position will have a minimum wage of $15 per hour with this new budget. 

The reason we are doing that is because we are saying Volusia County should be doing better and we are working towards that end. 

I want to clarify, on the $15 an hour, I had brought it before, George, about the job postings online. At what point are those â€“ with the new budget and us getting everybody up to $15 an hour full-time, we will no longer be posting more jobs less than $15 an hour? When is that cut off? 

That's the first question. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
I believe most of it is fixed. We do have an issue in a couple of areas of the union contract that has to be settled. So, when it's a union job, we have to sign off on the amount. That's the only thing stopping us. 

I've been told by the negotiating folks we are having that or some sort of â€“ if we do not have a full contract, a sort of an agreement. Just for pay. 

HEATHER POST: 
OK. So, we are saying only the full-time positions? Do you know how many part-time positions we have that are under $15 an hour? 

I've asked many times for the numbers of Volusia County employees that are being paid less than $15 and I received different numbers. But I think that difference has been â€“ sometimes it's just the full-time employees, and not really in totality. 

If we could just get a really good view... thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
I do not have an exact number, I could get that to you, but it would be the special workers that would be at $14 an hour. So they are not stepping on the full-time workers. 

HEATHER POST: 
Is that not something we can look at? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
We have other issues and considerations we are trying to make sure we are at that too and we are not just stopping at full-time, a few of those special workers who do not want to she said we've got some that have been with us many years. 

So, we are trying to make sure it's not just a bump to the bottom. We can bump some of the others up, as well. So, they are at $15 and somebody else at $15 an hour, you know? They have gone up the proper amount. We are working to that. 

The library... 

SPEAKER: 
Primarily student workers in the library. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Student workers in the library. 

HEATHER POST: 
I'm just poking. I like to poke to make sure the train is moving. So, thank you. I would like to have that come back at a Council meeting coming up to discuss the vendor issue. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
To wrap that up, those are all good points. I guess my feeling is that with contracted services, they are under the same pressure as we are. To hire people. And to keep employees. 

And if the companies that we are dealing with, that we are contracted with, that are hiring employees, they have the same pressure. They cannot hire people, they cannot keep people if they do not pay them enough. 

I think the market forces will result in what you want, anyway. I go to Bucky's and they are paying $16 an hour as a starting pay. Up to $30 per hour. They still cannot keep people there. 

They are cutting some of their food supply services and making it simpler because... They cut my favourite burrito because they cannot keep people behind the counter to make it up to order. 

They are paying a lot more than many of the businesses in Volusia. It's a real problem. We have to work there that together. I don't want to look at what the county is doing is encouraging slave labor... I do not think any of us up here want that. 

It's a valid point, Mr Chester. Ben Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Everybody likes to see more wages go up. As it stands right now, we have set our budget for the year and we have set our millage rate at the highest it can go for the year. 

If we start trying to add to budget now, it's one or two things. What are you going to cut to make those differences? We do not want to go into our reserves anymore. 

As it stands right now, some of this is under negotiations. Which are planned for. Some of this we have to be very cautious because all of a sudden, we can end up in a financial quagmire we are not ready for. 

Some of us will not be here. I'm not quite willing to take in and pamper our next group of counsel people with us putting them in a budget hole right now. If they want to bring this back on the agenda and talk about it, this needs to be after the first of the year. 

We need to take care of this budget here right now, somebody has some ideas of where we want to cut people to raise these other rates up. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Heather Post? 

HEATHER POST: 
Just to be clear, that was not necessarily about raising our budget. It was discussion on the vendors we choose. I think if we put our fees and we make a stance and say that we expect anybody the county does business with is treating their employees in such a manner that we feel that Volusia County citizens should be treated at a minimum... 

Certainly, more than $10 an hour to drive a bus for 40 hours. That is not cutting services. 

The issue, I think that we've had... I have heard here that everybody is doing poorly. Everybody, nobody can get employees. But I can tell you, it would be common sense to assume, right? That the people who are paying $10 an hour are certainly looking far more time and far deeper than the people who are paying $17 an hour. 

I can guarantee Bucky's is getting more employees than the vendors that we are choosing that are paying the minimal pay. So... the vendors that have come to us, Votran being a great example, I don't want to keep harping on Votran. 

Votran being a good example has continuously come to us with the problem they cannot get people. They have, and said over and over, "We cannot get people, it's the thing in society right now. However, we are paying this minimal pay." 

And yet, what ends up happening is services get cut. So, what we are seeing is services being cut in various areas because, in fact, the pay is not being given. 

So, you know, we can look at it a lot of different ways. I think the bottom line is Volusia County has moved up quite a bit in its stance the last couple of years. 

We have started looking at pay, and started looking at... the treatment of employees and what we provide. Those have all increased. They are looking much better. 

But I think that we could still do more. And having that come to a future agenda item especially in the near future to discuss vendors is not looking at Volusia County cutting services, it's simply discussing future RFPs and we put it out there if, I do not know, paving company, whatever, however, a vendor with Volusia County wants to do business with Volusia County, they will do it for this. 

I certainly think that the $15 an hour is a great start. You are right, they will be required to do it in four years. But I think Volusia County citizens, and at least the ones we deal with, deserve that now. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Ben Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
It comes at a cost. If we tell Votran or we tell people cutting our grass, or people painting over buildings, that they will raise all of those salaries after that, they will come to us with a bid at a lot higher price, and we have a budget of certain amount of money. 

I do not disagree with that but it will not work because either when we told them that, they will not bid, or they will give us a higher bid that we have not budgeted. 

So, if you want to do this, we've got to look at a rollback. And I would agree with that. We cannot cut our cost, and not have the money in our coffers, and pay these expenses without it coming from somewhere besides coming out of our reserves, which is a very, very dangerous practice. Especially when something goes wrong. 

So, that's where this issue comes in. We want to pay them more, we will have a look and say, "We will take and put higher taxes out there to pay for these people," because the money come from somewhere. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Are you ready? 

SPEAKER: 
What you see on the screen is the 2021-2022 adopted fund, and the rollback rates for each fund, and the variances. Are you taking the votes individually or collectively? 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
I haven't taken a motion yet. 

BARBARA E. GIRTMAN: 
I vote collectively. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
That was seconded by Johnson. 

SPEAKER: 
The fiscal year 22-23 is the rollback rate of 4.... the library fund is the rollback fund of 0.4635 mills. The Volusia forever fund is 0.2000 mills which is greater than the rollback rate of 0.1797 mills. The fiscal year 22-23 rate for the Volusia ECHO fund is 0.2000 mills which is greater than the rollback rate of 0.1797 mills. 

The fiscal year 22-23 millage rate for the mosquito control fund is 0.1781 mills which is greater than the rollback rate of 0.1602 mills by 11.17%. 

The 22-23 millage rate for the taxing authority Ponce Inlet and Port Authority fund is the rollback rate of 0.0760 mills. The operating millage rate for the taxing authority municipal service district fund is the rollback rate of 1.8795 mills. The 22-23 millage rate for the taxing authority over stands the soon beach municipal service fund is the rollback rate of 0.0129 mills. The operating millage rate for the taxing authority fire rescue District fund is 3.8412 mills which is greater than the rollback rate of 3.4241 mills by 12.18%. 

SPEAKER: 
Motion to approve. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
We have a motion to approve by Johnson, second by Wheeler. Remember, we are still not setting these millage rate in stone. We are voting on the tentative millage rate, and then at the end of today's meeting, we will set the second of two required public hearings no longer than 15 days after this one, where we will make the final decision. 

So, we are voting to send these forward to the next meeting as tentative millage rates. All in favor? Any other discussion or questions from the Council? 

SPEAKER: 
You have a motion on the floor ready to take them collectively as a whole, I would suggest you go ahead and vote on that one prior to... 

SPEAKER: 
I think that motion can be withdrawn. You have a motion on the floor to adopt the overall rates that were identified if the Council wishes to proceed with that. I think the subsequent motion to adopt the rates moots. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
The motion to vote as a whole was withdrawn. We will vote as a whole to approve or disapprove the tentative millage rates. Any other questions or comments? All in favor say aye. Any opposed? The tentative rates are approved, 7-0. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Did you get the motion in the second? The second was by Wheeler, the motion was by Johnson. 

SPEAKER: 
So required by vote is to sent our tentative budget. You have an operating budget of $1,058,802,678 and non-operating budget of $168,824,126. 

SPEAKER: 
Motion to approve is read. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Johnson makes a motion, Wheeler makes a second to approve the budget is so stated. Any discussion? Questions? All in favor say aye. Any opposed? The motion carries 7-0 to approve the budget as stated. 

SPEAKER: 
This slide here shows the budget advertisement that is statutorily required to be placed in paper of local circulation 2 to 5 days before the second public hearing. The plan at this point is to advertise this on Sunday the 18th, which would be two days before the session -- suggested date of the 20th. If you change that date, we would change the advertisement. This is required and it is always a two-part ad, the budget summary is one part of the advertisement, it shows our summary of revenues and extended tours for our operating and nonoperating by category and the other part which is the notice of proposed tax increase which shows the difference in the levy from last year compared to this year. 

The second part is either a notice of budget hearing or notice of proposed tax increase depending on the aggregate millage rate. The aggregate millage rate is calculated by taking the total of all ad valorem taxes levied and dividing it by the total year gross taxable value for operating purchases, and then divided by a thousand to arrive at the aggregated rate. It is a combined rate of all of our taxing funds that dictates what we have to choose. 

And this would be the confirmation of the second public budget hearing, you had previously stated September 20, if that date is still good. That would conclude the meeting. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Can I get a motion? Motion to approve by Wheeler, second by Johnson. For September 20. Any questions or discussion? All in favor say aye. Any opposed? The date is set, 7-0 for September 20. There will also be a public hearing and you are all invited back. Thank you. 
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