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SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting, the meeting will begin in two minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
One minute 45 seconds, let's get seated and get ready to get the party started. We will start promptly at 9:30, so please be seated. 

We are calling our meeting into order, silence please. What am I missing? Thank you, thank you. We called to order today, December 6 at 9:31, Volusia County Council meeting of the Volusia County Council. Typically we will have our invocation, but today we're going to have a moment of silence. 

For those of you who choose to stand with us and will do that, please do. Followed by that you will have the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Thank you. I Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all. 

Thank you. Carissa, may we have the roll call, please? 

SPEAKER: 
Mr Robbins? Ms Wheeler? Ms Girtman? Mr Johnson? Ms Post? Mr Brower? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Thank you. We are now at public participation, each speaker will have three minutes, and we have a number of people who are interested in speaking, so we really need you to stay to that three-minute threshold. Just want you to know that we will not respond at this time, if it's something the staff may want to respond to we may direct you to connect with them afterward. 

But you need to direct your comments not to any specific councilperson, to the Council as a whole. We want to hear from you, we appreciate you being willing to be here and share your cares and concerns. 

So there is a monitor that will show the three minutes, so let's keep it cordial and we are starting with Robert Johnson. When you,, please speak your name and the area in which you live. You do not need to leave your address. Followed by Jeff Marchetti. 

Good morning. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, my name is Robert Johnson, I'm from Deland, I'm here because I believe the County of Volusia is violating the doctrine of separation of church and state. I believe that the county owns the property on which the land courthouse stands at Alabama, and I believe the county also owns the property that the delay and library is on. 

The reason I am mentioning this is because of these locations, with the courthouse 5 feet away and the library 3 feet from the door, Monday through Friday and Monday through Saturday, 9 to 5, the Jehovah's Witnesses are there stations, advertising and proselytizing their religion. 

This is not a theological debate, I'm not against Jehovah's Witnesses, I might be one, you might be one, but no religion can be right there on County property, advertising their religion. Now I would like to show you quickly these photos. 

You probably recognize this is the county courthouse. There's the parking behind it. 5 feet away, the Jehovah's Witnesses were stationed there, advertising their religion. Here's a photo, 3 feet in front of the library. The Jehovah's Witnesses have stationed there, 9-to-5, Monday through Saturday, advertising and proselytizing their religion. 

This violates the establishment clause of the First Amendment. This is what I'm concerned about, I think it's illegal. I have 16 of these, and if you would like to see them, I'm going to give them to the clerk, and you could take a look at this for yourselves. Thank you very much. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Mr Jeff Marcetti? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Jeff Marchetti, I live in Deland, unincorporated area. I have two issues with code enforcement, I guess if I had to title this it would be "why do we have code enforcement?". 

Code enforcement obviously isn't doing the job we are supposed to be doing, upholding ordinances and laws in the county, and it needs to be reported at a higher level, and that's why I'm here this morning. Deckard technologies says there's over 2400 short-term rentals in Volusia County, one of those happens to be directly across the street from me. 

Do you want the details, the address? 1780 Wyndham Court, Deland Florida. And under the-- we pulled up the website, we sent it to code enforcement, code enforcement says they are not allowed to have it. I sent them the website, the website clearly shows pictures of the owners of the property, it shows the interior and exterior of the property, it shows all the reviews of the folks that have stayed there as a rental. 

So, to me that's pretty much open and shut, you know? It's clear that they are advertising on Airbnb and it is being used on a regular basis. It's annoying because we have all those cars come in every week. So I got to the point where code enforcement-- we initially submitted this back in March 2, nothing happened. 

There was a paper issue that I have a copy of, I don't have it with me today, I left it at home, but Isaiah Pitts who works for the code enforcement stopped by their and it says "doesn't appear to have active rental-- short-term rental at this time", well, that's not the case, you can't just drive by not see cars and assume it's not happening. 

I thought maybe this is pretty lucrative, I'll do it too, so I went out to the county told my intentions and they told me I couldn't do it. That's why got the paper from Becky Donofrio, I think. And she gave me the papers, and I said why can seller else do it if I can? And then what on the other side of me have light intrusion, I reported this to month ago. 

I called to month ago, to Chris... I can't think of his last name right now, anyway he still hasn't returned my call. I don't know why code enforcement doesn't seem to act on these issues. And then if we are not going to do it, why do we even have it? Just eliminate it and save the taxpayers money. Thank you. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Joe Sullivan and followed by Althea Shabers. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning everyone, would also like to introduce Stephanie Acklin, Joe Hearn our Board President, I hope she will be here and if not you will be taking over, I'm from grand Avenue into land, I'm here to say thank you to you guys today. 

30 years ago, the boys and girls club started, we got a $40,000 grant, 30 years later now we have nine sites, we have 58 staff, hundreds of volunteers and thousands of kids. So is because of Volusia County and your leadership, especially the four of you that are rotating off today, I want to say thank you to you. 

Heather, I'm going to start with you and say you come to our events, even try to get me in something kids involved in the etiquette scene, that way we don't need better manners. So thank you for all your help and support over the years. I still call you Sheriff, but Ben, thank you for your service. 

I don't know what to tougher job, law enforcement or politics, but you've done two of the toughest jobs in America, so thank you for your service and everything you've done for our kids and our clubs. 

Yes, yes (laugh). Billie, thank you for your help and support, Daytona Beach the victors and center, all the local clubs, you made our club drive over there. And though your rotating off as I was telling your successor here, you will have time to nag me and stay on the board, which brings me to you, Barb, appreciate all your help and support in staying involved with the Boys and Girls Club, now you will have a little more time to help us out we appreciate that and we do want to build our new Boys and Girls Club and name it-- your timing is perfect, I don't think she needs any introduction, and I was going to have her go first but then she steals my thunder so... With that if I can give Althea the rest of my time. 

But I will say in October, Althea has been with us for over 20 years, she has saved and change lives in a community like no one else ever has. We come a long way, we build a park, we build a performing arts center, we built a learning center, and now we want to build a teen center and name it after the beautiful - and I'm not good at keeping secrets, but I kept this secret from her - so with that, Althea Ross Shabers. 

SPEAKER: 
Nice to see you, I see the time is going-- 

SPEAKER: 
You have three more minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
Sorry for being late, but traffic was a disaster this money, but I'm grateful just to know each of you and I want to say thank you to each of you, and I don't want to be biased but I will be just a little bit to Barb, you are my shining star. 

I thank you, I love you, my kids do not call you by name at the club, the just say the lady in blue, here she comes, the lady in blue. So what to tell you, the lady in blue, to each of you that are here up there today how much we appreciate you. 

We have a job to do, but we have to have relationships, partnerships to do what we do, and you are a part of that. I just want to let you know how much we appreciate you, and I know sometimes I'm the one who standing at the front, I don't have a problem with that, but I know I can't do it alone. It takes all of us, a village, to be giving work for these children, and not that we are only trying to save the children's lives, but we are trying to let them know that they are somebody in our city, it doesn't matter how much money your mom has or doesn't have, and your dad is there or not there. That you can reach for the stars. 

But we have to make sure we are giving them the tools that they need to reach, so that's what the Boys and Girls Club is all about. And I'm just grateful to God that I get to be a part of the great team, to be up to get to the children and each of you who stand on my side today, I think you and I thank God for giving me the opportunity to do it. 

SPEAKER: 
First off I just want to echo what Joe said and Althea. Thank you wall for your service and dedication to our youth in the community. I think all of us know that investing in them is really going to make our future much brighter in so many ways. 

And I think children in our community should be all of our responsibilities, and we take that very seriously at the Boys and Girls Club. Then, you've been a trustee for many years of the Boys and Girls Club, tremendous support, thank you for your service. Danny, with forward to getting you even more engaged in the Boys and Girls Club, Lee, you are a saint to the Boys and Girls Club, you have a very busy schedule but you make it a point to make it to the board meetings and if you can't make it you definitely add your two cents or let us know, and are very communicative. 

Barb, we are excited in your new role and VP of government affairs of the Boys and Girls Club with the short time we put together you been a really big asset and we know how important the teen center is to the Springhill community and the impact it's having for that whole community. 

Heather, I don't think there's been one, having called on you and said there was a fundraiser going on, can you show up, can you support, can you be there? The children love it when they have leadership from the community in the clubs, and we're just grateful to the whole counsel for engaging and realizing the import of this organization and the impact it's having on our tomorrow. 

So am I out of time? 
BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Basically you are but you did not speak about the Lacey-- 

SPEAKER: 
Yes I'm coming there right now. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
A quick nugget on it. 

SPEAKER: 
Yes we opened the teen club to put these youth on the right trajectory for the future, and we are now opening our beautiful Althea teen center in Springhill, we are hoping to break ground in spring and get this project going fast, so any support we would love to have you all out there when we do the groundbreaking we will be sending you and if you're able to support us in any way for this project to go any faster we are honored to honor the legacy-- 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Is our website or place where people can get more information? 

SPEAKER: 
Absolutely, Volusia Boys and Girls Club.com, and will make sure that you will get a copy of this here. Thank you for your time. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Paul Richardson followed by Patricia Johnson. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Is one notice for the people who are normally here, when people come up to talk about issue it doesn't fall into a hole, when people come up you with a complaint like that, normally a staff member will grab them up before they get out of here to address their concerns, it's not just coming up speaking and forgotten. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Paul Richardson? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, I name is Paul Richardson, of Deland. I hope each of you and everyone here has had a wonderful Thanksgiving. After we go to rebuild after two devastating hurricanes, we are flooded by money coming in and with it economic activities. 

Unfortunately evil entities like BlackRock and Vanguard are going to start throwing EST money around, Governor Setanta's recently denounced the evil EST money, but let me quote a part of an article that mentions it. 

Evil that's out there, another front in the EST that reduces the use of (indiscernible) for farm equipment, for the World Economic Forum and lead on chair Lanka, (indiscernible) what was hyperinflation, and that is led to social economic (indiscernible) in that country. 

EST cabal is starving millions of people, and aiming to starve even more, it's an evil company, and (indiscernible) time of critical need, ESC is a critical (indiscernible). 

Another thing is Disney's solar farm, presented by ESC, 700 acres of solar panels, I'd rather have the forest and wildlife than solar panels. I call on the Volusia County Council to follow cover Ron DeSanto's lead and not taking this money, and I hope if I don't come back next-- for the last meeting of the year, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Ms Patricia Joslin followed by Jon Joslin. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. We are going to speak together because we are together. We've been together since 1984. We are Jon and Patricia Joslin, we own and operate, ground farms, it's at 1330 Taylor Road East into land. Before I get started, I want to start Jeffrey Brower which is not here, and Commissioner Girtman for coming out and visiting our farm during the flooding, we also want to express our gratitude. 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) department, all the work that's done (indiscernible). Sorry, she gets emotional at this. For 15 years now my wife and I have run the farm to provide the best possible organic produce to our community. 

Currently we have well over a thousand customers in addition we work with six local farms to help them bring their products to the community as well. September 8 hurricane Ian went to our area, Pat is going to show you what we express after hurricane went through. 

We spent three days preparing the farm, but had an idea what to expect on the morning of September 29 I survey the field, our Eastfield had a couple feet of water, but it by noon it was literally a river of water coming through, across the street and West down Taylor Road, literally flooding our property and the single rest of the farm. 

It carved a 4 foot wide 2 to 3 foot trench to the west corner of our property. In a matter of a few hours the water rose to 5 feet in spots, including the Eastfield. Our crops were a total loss. Within a few hours of the sinkhole had been flooding our neighbor's property that had been rising in the morning. 

It took us weeks of pumping with a large pump, and we just began replanting the field when a call came through, after Nicole had gone through the water came in on the South reaching the bridge because between us and the property to the east, once again putting 4 to 5 feet of water on the field in the front of our property. 

In 22 years we been on that property we've only had flooding once in 2004 we have that wet spring, but not to this magnitude. These events affected more than just my wife and I on the farm, currently we have a group of about 20 homeowners in the area that are adversely affected during this time. 

The group continues to grow, we anticipate we will have about 50 families and groups. After doing some research we believe that there are several factors contribute into this event. One of course was the wet summer followed by two hurricanes, but we have had similar events without flooding of this magnitude. 

We believe another contribute in factor is a man-made in cause, by irresponsible actions of local developers. We know for a fact that Victoria subdivisions began lowering their ponds today so for Ian came through, they ponds we were told were keeping artificially high by filling them with reclaimed water. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We can let him finish. He submitted two cards, so... 

SPEAKER: 
In addition the excavation company working for reserves intercultural homes brought in five large pumps prior to Ian's arrival and began pumping water into the already saturated wetlands that a weeks phase the flooding around Taylor Road. We could hear the flooding, while the call put the water into wetlands on the property there's no way to keep it there once it is released, and eventually they stopped at the county's direction but this damage was done, so for development of the County drainage system and ponds, are woefully inadequate and we need an upgrade, and I think you saw some of that when you are out there Barbara. 

With obvious to us, but we are not here to venture our frustrations we love our community, we simply want to be heard by your elected officials. Right now my wife and I both Florida natives like we are being pushed out of the home, we feel like we are sacrificial sheep to the god of progress, and that's going to give you something to remember us by. 

Will do anything we need to stay here so we give you a couple suggestions, first asked the county have road bridge takeout offense to create a true retention pond, second I would like to explore the possibility of the 5 acres on the south side of the road to the east of us, which is owned by the Stewart family, it's practically worthless with 3 acres of it being wasteland and only two buildable acres on the front, this lake should be fixed to take the tension off it, and I know that may be asking for a miracle but with these developments, because the developments are within city limits doesn't mitigate the effect committees have on our surrounding areas. 

If something does not change, we are going to see more and more incidents like these that have been increasing over the years, which I'm afraid going to lead to expensive litigation without any outcome, and no real changes. 

Finally, we've been told by more than a few individuals we are wasting our time coming and talking to you, the influence of the developers is too strong. I hope it's not in our prayer you will prove us wrong. We are willing to help in any way that we can, and to improve our community and work with you all. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, we have Wendy Anderson followed by Peggy Abbott. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, I'm Doctor Wendy Anderson, I live in De land, give hearing the concerns this money from Mr Mrs Joslin about the ongoing flooding of properties in North and South of the land, and downhill reserve 'The Victorias' a mention, the Deland rate, I have a low science fee this money, the DeLand Ridge along the Kepler MLK corridor between the future bears for extension and orange camp comprises a closed basin of wetlands perched on top of a Swiss cheese confining layer of clay. 

Think of it as a bathtub, or more likely a sieve. Where water is held while the percolate slowly to the unconfined areas like holes in Swiss cheese, into the aquifer. And till that a little to the south. 

Now pack some stuff into that sieve, bring in some fill sanding compact it really tight to increase the elevation of some of those wetland areas to even the about with the naturally highest ground, because that's where we want to build. But that's also where the highest percolation rates are. 

The holes of the sieves are not the wetlands, the holes of the high ground where we build, on top of that fill will build impervious homes and driveways that won't flood, and cover strong water palms in the original wetlands and those are the areas that naturally perch atop the clay below then allow those wetlands be burned out, to be palms to hold water. On an ordinary day where we allow by law to be held at the mean groundwater level which is typically flood level for the lower areas around. 

This sadly is legal. Then dump 7 inches of rain over 48 hours into a closed basin, the clogged up seive, so stormwater develops in all the impervious driveways and roads, and by law they can store 25 years of stormwater volume, but they don't have to start more than that. 

When you get 100 year storm or a 500 year storm some people even calling Ian a thousand year storm, those developments don't have to hold that water. Those ponds have pop offs on them that allow water to go off the wetlands to the West were these property owners live. 

Four things happen, four things happened, the Lou Hart's pond in Victoria trails which has normally held at 75 feet above sea level, it popped off it 80 feet, what is the wetland. Number two, Sawyers Landing, neighborhood to the south which operates as a dam to these areas, it doesn't even have a pop off but it has a 28 foot deep pond that basically has a confining layer beneath then equal liberates its water with the surrounding wetlands. 

At all that rainwater and adjust pushes it out like an artesian well into the surrounding land. Thank you. 

ELIZABETH A GARTLAND: 
Thank you, Doctor. 

SPEAKER: 
None of this is right, thank you. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Peggy Abbott, followed by Carrie Bevle. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi y'all, I'm Peggy Abbott, our property is right on the city limit, as you can see I'm at the farm, I literally worked for food, I'm what's called workshare there's a few of our others here today. I'm here to tell you a cautionary tale. 

About five years ago we came down from Virginia Beach Virginia, which believe it or not is a city County very similar to Volusia. We have a long oceanfront, we have some barrier islands, Chesapeake Bay. When we got there 40 years ago we were mostly rural farming County. 

We had the military and the oceanfront, but the majority of the land was farmland. Just so you know our elevation here ranges in around 50 to 80 feet above sea level. Virginia Beach, a little over, High Point 88, groundwater level 55 feet down. 

My husband and I lately keep having this dÃ©jÃ  vu feeling when we got his Virginia Beach in 1980s, it was very similar to hear. Population density pretty low. Right now the population density in this county is 502 per square mile. Today in Virginia Beach it's 1877 per square mile. 

30 or 40 years ago, it was almost the same as it is here. My cautionary tale is what happened to your sacrificial lambs you were given by Pat Jocelyn, that's what happened to Virginia Beach. 

It can rain a little bit and I264 flies, major county and state roads flood, neighborhoods are inaccessible, it doesn't take a hurricane, which incidentally the beach it's every year, and absolutely every year, sometimes two as I recall Nicole was kind of being called for on oyster, so I know some you are leaving, they for the work you've done, new people are coming in, I hope they are paying attention. 

Do we really want to find out that the next Virginia Beach? Because we left it for a reason, and came here for a reason, and now it's looking like maybe we came for the wrong reason. Wetlands, as a couple of my associates here will tell you who are actually retired environmental engineers, wetlands have to be maintained. 

They have a vital function, there's a reason God put them there. And water will seek its own level. It sounds to me-- I'm no lawyer but it sounds to me like what went on, and caused the Taylor Road community to be so horribly flooded is almost from, I hope going forward I hope the County Council will do something to manage this. 

I understand a lot of people who work for the county, the buck stops here, y'all are their boss, I hope you act like a boss. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Carol Bethel, followed by Frank Molnar. Followed by Jon Nicholson. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, my name is Carol Lowenthal I reside in Victoria Gardens, I'm also relatively recent transplant from South Florida, and the three years I've been here I've noted one major problem in an otherwise very happy place to be-- to have moved to. Water. 

It's the lack of when there's a drought, and it's the excess of one we have no way of dealing with it. And I would like to say that it does not take a scientist, as Doctor Anderson provided us with incredible information, and also with what you just heard about with the cautionary tale about Virginia Beach, to understand that this community requires - demands - transparency on what is being done in a perspective to study what is coming. 

It doesn't take-- it only takes an educated and alert community to understand that these storms are growing greater, and every bit of some of the goes down covers our land is absolutely affecting the water that the aquifer can either accept or disperse. 

And this is an issue that is not something that can just be put aside for tax dollars are incoming development. And I live in one, I thought I was joining one of the last communities. I thought three years ago I was moving to one of the last nature developments in the area. 

Since I have moved here over 5000 houses, over 5000 are planned and 1/2 miles of my home. What does that tell you about where is the water coming from, how is it going to be processed, how is it going to be dispersed when it needs to be dispersed, and who is at the helm? Who is at the helm? 

I suggest each and everyone of you sitting at that dias, whoever you respond to the community within the bureaucracy that runs Volusia County, because I saw this when I moved, I signed up T that food because it's the best in this county and the freshest, but I've seen this devastation from water, from lack of water, from excess water, from New Smyrna Beach to here. 

And I want to say, please, please, who is studying? We have the resources, we have Stetson University here, we have multiple universities between here and Daytona study this and make this a part of what this commission does and what it contributes. This community deserves it and we demand. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Frank Molineux? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, councilmembers. Thank you for the opportunity to speak before you this morning. I just want to say a few words why Volusia County needs to be invested in supporting recovery efforts and preventing further devastation of our committee. Is the backbone of our community, we provide thousands of jobs for our residents, we have to provide a plan to save our beaches and local community. 

Devastated and inaccessible beaches, hotel closures, oceanfront life have been immediate consequences, individual property owners are facing personal costs in the hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars. Repairing their damages, tearing down the room and structures, rebuilding their sea walls, bringing in filter where dunes one stood. 

If our coastal community become stigmatized to tourists and potential residents, we could see our property values and our tax base crumble. Devastating storms and beach erosion could be our new normal. 

In six months, the 2023 hurricane season starts. We are in an emergency situation, and we need your help to advocate on our behalf and on behalf of our local economy with that in mind. Residents of Volusia County the following assistance from the Volusia County government. 

We need help obtaining affordable filter to rebuild our backyard, our properties, many homebuilders-- homeowners lost between three and 400 truckloads of sand behind just their homes. We are asking the county to find our ring of county owned public beach access and walkways. 

These unprotected structures are a liability to nearby properties. We need continued application with the DEP to help us get permits quickly and use common sense and determining guidelines for rebuilding. 

Other coastal communities have been able to secure funding from state and federal governments, i.e. the lady was just talk about Virginia Beach, to pay the federal government that's been able to pay most of the cost of B-tree nourishment and dune restoration programs. 

We need to consult with those who have had the experience with these challenges in our oceanfront communities, to guide us. The bottom line is, we need your help, we need the states help, and we need the federal government's help. Thank you for your time today and your efforts towards rebuilding our beaches. Thank you so much. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Jon Nicholson followed by Jennifer Wagoner followed by Joshua Wagoner. 

SPEAKER: 
Jon Nicholson, Beachside. Couple things, I want to thank you for the (indiscernible). When the chief suggested it came across as a brilliant idea, I don't like the location of it, closer to nova, but at least we have it. 

Secondly, seawalls. I have a problem with that, and I tried to explain to the staff what I thought was needed, a comprehensive plan for the entire county of Volusia. Now the north and we don't have development, this project with. The south end of the county, is natural shoreline, we just need the middle. And I thought I'd try to explained was see what was Nevada we didn't understand what a seawall was. 

She was talking about the the gate that was built to determine whether it was a seawall and on, and to those of us who live on the beach side it's that man-made structure among the edge of the beach. So we couldn't discuss that. 

Then the height, we can discuss the height because they are appended on the euro bill which I didn't understand. But you well I hope you understand materials that we allow only the best, long-lasting materials available. Secondly, when I refer to height and talking about-- is we can't use the distance from the sand, the distance from the sky. But they be uniform. 

Whatever the height is along the beach that works, we require that in all of them. I understand the state controls that we can ask the state for new set of guidelines, because we approve that if your structure is lower from the skyline, then the water will come in and take the sand away from the neighboring property, that we have to protect the neighboring properties. 

If we could have a uniform system, if we could look into that, I'm happy to do so. Main street, I'm asking you to re-stripe Main Street before white day, we have 4 15 foot lanes. The city is 9 feet, you go 19 from peninsulas to revert to 15 foot wide, you don't need 15 feet. 

We do need turn lanes which are coming from the river, and if you hit Peninsula, you have two lanes. And if you want to turn left, everybody has to stop until it clears, and we've seen bike lanes, it never stops, so it backs up constantly year after year. 

I'm asking you to look in restriping from Peninsula to the river. I had two other things but I left my paper back there before coming up so I will see you at the second meeting. Thank you. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Jennifer Wagoner followed by Josh Wagoner. I guess they are following each other, OK. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, good morning counsel, thank you for allowing us the opportunity to speak with you this money, I along with Josh my private homeowner on the ocean (indiscernible) that was devastated during the past two hurricanes I'm just here really to share for anyone who is presently here and attended starting with us listening the we have organized ourselves into beachfrontowners.org. 

So we've created the group of other residents, private property owners, condo owners as well as business owners that are uniquely found ourselves in this situation. And really haven't found another entity that can help to organize us, advocate for us. And so we are creating one ourselves. 

So for anyone who's found themselves in a situation is a beachfront owner, you could join us at www.beachfrontowners.org. We also have a Facebook group so we can share these unique challenges we face and Josh is going to talk a little bit more. 

SPEAKER: 
Had to put my stopwatch because as you know we are not going to-- the radar look like, your be is going to get pretty long. The reason I'm here, first and foremost the hurricane, the staff is been amazing, County leadership as far as the Council has been amazing, George has been a rock star, Mike, thank you will obviously just talking to Russ the legal department, can be happier with first responders, the sheriff's office and some of the things experts with them, trying to get a tractor to the beachside in the middle of a hurricane was a mess, but thinking obviously is the county government I would rank the county government is the number one helpful resource going to this process. 

I think that comes onto stuff, really caring and actually wanting to change things, to help. Thank you Jessica by the way, keep it up. As far as things we can do that I think would be helpful, there's one item unfriendly at the age where I can say I can remember something back in the day, was the Christmas tree campaign. 

For those of you who remember that when I was a kid, when I was 10, it was the thing that all the store persons did to get started, my father-in-law did, it was relatively free, it was very effective to get the incline back. 

One thing I would like to ask the Council, if you could see, and I think after WC is probably going to be our issue with it because it's a turtle issue, the reason it stopped-- let me explain a little bit. Right after Christmas, what does everybody do with Christmas trees? Throw them away. 

In the late 80s there was a lot of tinsel, we don't use that much anymore so that's hopeful, but we take all the mysteries lay them flat, steak them along the seawall. So all theNor easter's, instead of sand gets trapped in the trees, way better than fences, most effective thing I've ever seen a move each in the lifetime, we have to get after BCs approval to do something like that, the circuiting drop off locations, it's free, it takes a lot of time but I'll give my time and resources, whatever I can do to help. 

But it only takes a few months to see real dune increases. But to do that I would need to make sure that DFW see in the County of the county would be on board, but it would be a citizen group that would really bring us together and I think it would be a positive thing for beachside and the rest of the residents, getting schools involved, boy Scouting Boys and Girls Club always a getting involved. 

If you could bring that up at the end of the day anyone if see if there's counsel support, maybe talk to FW C and see if it's possible. Once I get the go-ahead, I'll do all the legwork and work with staff, environmental and everybody to do this. So thank you again, and to everyone out there staff, thank you very much from the beachside. We appreciate it. Nice seeing you, everybody. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, we have Chris and Sherry Henderson? Chris and Sherry Henderson? Thank you, you have three minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon I'm Sherry Henderson in this my husband Chris, with Evan Daytona Beach Shores and at this time we are just requesting that the state, federal and local governments help us rebuild our beaches. High tides are coming we have 8 to 10 foot swells expected next week, and we are just asking if you guys could do anything to lift some of the restrictions so that we can get our beaches back, our walls back. 

We have three properties on the beach. 

SPEAKER: 
From what I understand is that Wagoner County has core engineer help as an engineered beach, I think it's actually Daytona Beach Shores which is hit the hardest, everybody knows the state, they got left out and is going to be much harder when other people, giving other parts to the beaches, I hear even (indiscernible) has more help with city beaches, that we ask for cooperation. 

I know turtles important but there's no turtles to mast on the beach when there's no beach, when there's a high tide to the seawall there's no turtles nesting, we need a comprehensive seawall, the comprehensive seawall by the County frailty walls we need consistency in these seawalls because one does one thing one to something else. We have the same problem. 

Then you have a building and that water how's that going to help the turtle? If you've got insulation in the water that's going to kill 100 years with the turtles. Suffering about turtles and worry about a big plan. If you do a plan like that the turtles will thrive, there won't be the condo on the beach. 

So we would like for Daytona Beach Shores, County, and look at what's best for everyone, not just a few turtles, what's best for the whole ecosystem. We just know you guys can help with access and everything along that line, to kind of echo what that one guy said. 

SPEAKER: 
We are here to help. 

SPEAKER: 
We serve on HOA's with many people, we can get a big force to help. We are willing to. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I believe that concludes our public comment? OK thank you. So we now move on to our consent agenda items. To sunny councilperson wish to pull any items? 

HEATHER POST: 
Move approval. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have a counsel by post and second by Robbins. All in favor 'aye'? Anyone to oppose? Motion carries, thank you. Moving on to item 2 on our agenda. 



SPEAKER: 
Thank you vice chair Girtman, Honorable councilmembers, item number two is a special item, the proclamation for reclamation of six Volusia County residents were inducted into the Florida veterans Hall of Fame. 

District 2 representative Billie Wheeler at her request for Lucia County Council today will honor the six Volusia County residents who have been inducted into the Florida veterans Hall of Fame, since its inception in 2013. 

Today's ceremony will include a video, the presentation of the proclamations and unveiling of the veterans wall of fame in the Thomas C Kelly administration center, the arteries today are the late Jon Brinkley, a World War II and Korean War veteran,Doctor Frank farmer will Vietnam War veteran, Doctor Rob Phillips Vietnam War veteran, Mr Frank Connell, Vietnam war veteran, Frank CoSA, Vietnam War and freedom veteran, Mr (indiscernible).. 

This honors those whose military service benefited lives during and after service and those who made a significant contribution to the state of Florida, and its residents. With that I will pass it on to you, vice chair Girtman. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you so much. We are so honored to have the special guest here with us today, and as mentioned Florida veterans Hall of Fame recognizes veterans who have made a significant contribution to the state of Florida to their works and lives. During and after their military service. 

Since it was founded in 2013, hundred and 31 veterans have been honored and we are very proud that six of them are from Volusia County. Together they have served in four wars, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and operation (indiscernible) freedom. 

I would like to now turn this over to Billie Wheeler, our County Council representative district two, who spear headed this initiative. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
I was a thank you for all your service before and after your diploma come all of your patriots, Valeant soldiers and compassionate human beings. Your community and nation are better because of your service and sacrifice. 

Sadly, Jon Brinkley couldn't be here today due to his recent passing. He is represented by his daughter, Kayla and Carol. We're going to start the ceremony by showing as short video that was created by our community information division. Afterward we will present proclamations to each veteran and ask them to share a few words with us. 

Then the County Council will join the veterans and their families in the first floor rotunda to unveil Volusia County's wall of fame. So, enjoy the video at this time. 

(Video plays) 

SPEAKER: 
We are here today to honor six Volusia County residents who have been inducted into the Florida veterans Hall of Fame. The veterans Hall of Fame was established in 2013 to recognize veterans who had made significant contributions to their communities and serving their fellow veterans. 

Doctor Frank farmer served as a military intelligence officer with the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War, and later joined the Florida National Guard as a battalion surgeon. He continued his service as a flight surgeon with the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a Colonel in 2004. 

Meanwhile he established a medical practice in Norman Beach and surface President of the Florida medical Association. From 2011 to 2012, Doctor Farmer serve the state of Florida as a Surgeon General's Secretary of health. 

Rod Phillips is a proud combat veteran who was introduced to Vietnam during an offensive in 1968, he was at the tip of the spear during search and destroy missions, since his discharge in 1970 he worked in law enforcement for 38 years and has served his fellow veterans in many roles including the 82nd Airborne Division's honor guard, Vietnam veterans of America, and Florida's Purple Heart program. 

JosÃ© Rosa not only serve this country during two wars, is also continued his service by helping local veterans through charitable volunteer projects. Is past Commander of the FW post 3282, in Port Orange, and a past VFW district manager. 

He is also present to the veterans Museum and education center in Daytona Beach, where he educates the public about the sacrifices made by America's veterans. 

Jon Brinkley was a valiant soldier who performed aircraft maintenance during World War II and the Korean War. Locally we remember him for his dedication and persistence in founding the veterans Museum and education Center in Daytona Beach. 

Sadly, Mr Brinkley passed away in August 2022. Today, other veterans are stocking the Museum in keeping Mr Brinkley's memory alive. 

A trauma medic, David Rose was stationed at EVAC hospitals in play crew and Chula, which were capable of serving all kinds of injuries after serving his country in Vietnam, Rose continued his surgical practice and continues caring for his war brothers and sisters, and also invest callous hours into investment organization projects and works diligently to increase the awareness of the plight of our war veterans. 

Frank Handel witnessed the wars of combat during the Vietnam War and survived the 1968 Tet Offensive. Since leaving the military, this compassionate man has helped other veterans deal with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

He has also provided assistance in nominating to former military members for the medal of honor. 

(Video ends) 

(Applause) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
so sit down and enjoy. What an incredible tribute to these fine men, and I can just tell you personally, I'm extremely honored to be in your presence, each and every one of you. Before we present the proclamations I would like to invite each veteran or family representative to come forward to share your thoughts today. 

So let's go in alphabetical order starting with Jon Brinkley's daughters Carol and Karen Lowe, would you like to come up to speak? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, I'm Carol, I'm Jon Brinkley's youngest daughter, my sister Kay was unable to join us today but her daughter Meredith is here with us. Sadly we lost our dad for years to the day today-- four months to the day today. He would've been so proud and honored to be here to accept this award, but we do it for him. 

And I hope that the museum will continue to carry on the legacy that he dreamed come to educate people about sacrifices and service of our veterans. Thank you so much. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Doctor Frank Farmer? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you very much. You know, while all of us are so honored to be recognized today, we realize that we are accepting this not only for us individually but for the vast majority of all veterans. So when they take their uniforms often go back to the communities, do good things and spend the rest of their lives helping other people. 

Sometimes veterans are portrayed in not real good light, especially Vietnam veterans, which I am one. Portrayed as pot smoking, malcontents, not following orders and not being real good individuals. But I think if you look around here, you can see that's not a true portrait of veterans. 

So it's my honor along with all of us to be here today, thank you very much. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Thank you. 

(Applause) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Frank Hannell? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, thank you for this opportunity to speak. I have a little thank you card here, and this goes to the County Council of Volusia County Florida. Thank you for the recognition that this counsel has given us by acknowledging our induction into the Florida veterans Hall of Fame. Our military service and our continued dedication to civic duty. 

We now take this opportunity to express our gratitude to each member of the County Counsel of Volusia County, for this honor and for your dedication to public service. For all of Volusia County's residents. Let us continue-- let us continue to work together with one goal in mind, to make Volusia County the number one place for all people to live, work, raise a family, and enjoy the wonderful amenities that Volusia County Florida has to offer. Thank you very much. 

(Applause) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Rod Phillips? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you for the opportunity to be here today, and thank the Council for everything they do for our beautiful County. We have a lot of veterans in the audience today, and I would like to recognize those veterans if I may. 

So if we have any World War II veterans in our audience, if you can stand, please do so. Do we have any Korean War veterans in the audience? Vietnam veterans? Please stand. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. And if I have any OEF, OAF veterans in the audience, please stand. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
And any other veterans that we may have that I failed to mention her anything out there, please stand. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
And thanks again for the opportunity to be here, I know each and every one of you, I've met every one of you and I appreciate everything you do for our county. I am the current second Vice President of the Vietnam veterans of say Florida, and also the past President of Vietnam veterans of America Daytona Beach chapter 1048 in Daytona. 

We have a President of another veteran President of Daytona Beach chapter 1048, for his leadership we are a 12-year-old veteran service organization, this past month in November and we have over 300 members. 

We started out with 25 to start a chapter here back in 2010, and we are growing each and every day. And we are honoring and stewing (indiscernible) the Vietnam veterans may not have received the true welcome home they deserve, we are continuing that mission along with your help and a lot of the patriots and citizens of Volusia County in the state of Florida and of course our nation. So thank you again for the the opportunity to be here and God bless everybody, thank you. 

(Applause) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Jose Rosa? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, I'm honored to be here, I want to thank the Council for the doing this great honor, when I first poked my friend David Rose he told me that counties were doing plaques for their veteran Hall of Famer's. I approached Billy and I said Billy, they are doing plaques in other counties, and we don't have one. 

Not only did Billie convince this council to do one for us, at this county, but they went above and beyond and I thank you all for that. We set a much higher standard for honoring our veterans, the respect and the honor that this county has first veterans is not equaled by any other county. 

So, I really thank you all for that. Other counties are putting plaques the size of half a business card in their county building. We have really gone above and beyond, this county has. There are many other veterans that serve this county, this county's veterans and I want to thank them all and recognize them also. 

It's not just sitting here that have done a lot for the veterans, many, many other veterans have continued to serve their veteran community, and am very proud that I continue to serve my veteran community. Thank you all very much. 

(Applause) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
And last but not least, David Rose. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) Jim and Jan Campbell, are you here? Jan, work your way up here with me. Good morning, thank you for this opportunity. There's one more individual here who is from Melbourne is not part of this group, Sam Juan Santiago, thank you all for coming. Thank you Juan for coming and supporting us. 

The veterans Hall of Fame is a very elite group, there are 1.3 million veterans in the state of Florida, there are 131 Florida veterans Hall of Fame members, 100 of which are still living. 

So as you can see, we make up a very high level genetic population in this state. And it's not about what we did during military service and during the war, we win at hospitals and ribbons, we've one stripes and metals on her uniform during military service, but this is about what we did after the jury service. To support our state of Florida, to support our counties, our cities and our local communities. 

And if you would simply go to our website, do a search for Florida veterans Hall of Fame society and read some of these bios it's amazing what some of these individuals have done with their lives. And if you look at us, we are all old guys. 

And that's because it takes a lifetime to qualify, to even be considered in the Florida veterans Hall of Fame. But, we cannot do this alone, I cannot do it alone. I have with me my team members. Tom, Doctor Tom and (indiscernible) Barral, Brett (indiscernible) Jane Campbell. Her husband can be here today, Jim is a Vietnam veteran, three purple hearts and a Navy guy. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
In Volusia County we offer rated the Vietnam veterans tribute (indiscernible). We went all over the county, all over Central Florida, talking to veterans, welcoming them home and invited them to sign their name on the body of this tribute, (indiscernible) which we personally awarded 5000 pens with over 5000 signatures on the (indiscernible). Amazing job, thank you team members for working with me on this project, done an awesome job. 

You are as worthy of this as I am, thank you so much, thank you everybody. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Now I would like to have all of our honored veterans in Jon Ripley's daughters come forward to accept a proclamation. 

HEATHER POST: 
Very quickly before everyone sits down, I wanted to make sure we acknowledge Bob Watson as well, who took (indiscernible) in Volusia County and brought it to an unbelievable place. So... 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Councilman Johnson, you have something to say? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
I have to say, did you admit to smoking pot or what if they do? I take the fifth on that. I want to congratulate this group of individuals and I think I can talk to the whole counsel for great bunch of men and women who represent our counseling country who have done such a great job. 

I had the great pleasure of doing the World War II rights to Washington, DC on the last one and to spend time with those veterans and watch from the first to the last how many veterans we lost, now we're seeing the same thing with our Korean and our Vietnam veterans. 

But this is a true American hero, too often our children look at heroes that can bounce a basketball or drive a racecar, those aren't heroes, the heroes are men and women who represent our country, who fought for us and lost their lives and lost a lot more than that to make it so that today you'll pick up appeared talk with us and disagree with us and it's allowed because of men and women like this who have protected us, who spent their time serving the United States of America. 

What a great group of men that we are representing today, but it is men and women who have represented us, thank you very much from the bottom of our hearts. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, thank you again, we thank our veterans. Thank you for your service, we are also proud of our staff who have stood and advocated for our veterans and for our community. 

And now the County Council asked veterans and their friends and families if they will join us in the rotunda where we will unveil Volusia County veterans wall of fame. We ask other members of the audience to remain in chambers and be able to watch the unveiling on the screen. Thanks so much. 

SPEAKER: 
I will just make an announcement, what Councilwoman Girtman said. We will be airing the unveiling up here in the chambers. We have limited space on the first floor, so we ask only the councilmembers, the veterans being acknowledged and their families moved downstairs to the rotunda. Everyone else will be able to see the screens appear in the chambers. Thank you. 

(Music plays) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
OK, from the Minutemen who stood watch over Lexington and Concorde to the service members who are fighting the war against terror, American veterans deserve our deepest appreciation and respect. The men and women of the US Armed Forces are our best and brightest serving with honor on the most difficult circumstances and making extraordinary sacrifices. 

Today we are proud to honor Jon Brinkley, Doctor Frank Farmer, Rod Phillips, JosÃ© Rosa and David Rose for their incredible service during and after the war. May I have some help unveiling? 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, thank you so much. 

SPEAKER: 
OK everybody, we will just resume in a few minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
We will resume at 11:10. 

Alright we're getting ready to get started if everyone will take their seats please. Item 2A1, are proclamations. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you vice chair Girtman, Kevin Kaplan, information Director, item 2 A1 are the presentations of two chambers proclamations, the first is the emergency response collaboration day, December 6, 2022, requested by district for County Council member Heather Post to recognize the importance of interagency collaboration and to honor firefighters Heather Laura Moore and Noble Taylor for exemplifying this concept, this post will sponsor and present the proclamation. 

HEATHER POST: 
Thank you. Hi, noble, how are you? Come over here. So, I thought it would be remiss before ending my term in counsel by not truly acknowledging the first responders and the emergency response we had in our county, as part of that we are highlighting today to individuals in our county, Heather Lauremoore, very indicative of this conference actually is at a conference today and couldn't be here, so we do have Noble Taylor here we will redo this proclamation. 

Whereas each year across Florida, fire and life safety hazards created by damages to commercial and residential structures from situations like hurricanes and construction engineering deficiencies test the interagency responsibilities of state and local governments-- sorry, it's hard to read all this. 

Whereas affective response requires collaboration on the front lines and all faces of emergency management, including mitigation, preparedness and response and recovery, and where is the work of two local professionals, the Volusia County battalion chief and hazmat team leader Heather Laura Moore and and let deputy chief Noble Taylor, demonstrates areas high level of expertise readiness resilience and resolve, and whereas these individuals not only do an outstanding job and there's a vacant roles within the County of Volusia, but share their knowledge and share their expertise with others around the state to serve and protect the welfare of others as well, and whereas Heather Laura Moore serves as chair of the board Association of hazardous materials responders, has served as the state EEOC's hazmat subject matter expert, and has assisted FEMA in deploying emergency assistance statewide and whereas Noble Taylor was appointed to serve as strike team leader for a group of fire inspectors deployed to the Florida fire marshals and inspectors Association to assist other jurisdictions and inspecting hundreds of commercial and multi-standard households grew fire and life safety standards after destruction with the rebuilding process for submission to the federal government. 

And whereas Volusia County is fortunate to have these two individuals serving, and we are proud to highlight such fine examples of highly skilled professionals who have dedicated their lives to perpetual education in their field, and collaborating to share their expertise and bring other professionals to our area in times of tragedy. 

Now therefore we the County Council of Volusia County Florida do hereby proclaim December 6, 2022 as emergency response collaboration day in Volusia County, and we urge residents to celebrate the expertise and the professionalism of all emergency responders working for the county and municipalities, and we do actually have a lot of emergency responders in the room so I hope each of you hears this and fully understands we do celebrate you and your expertise and your professionalism, thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you ma'am, very much. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you counsel, thank you everyone that's here, it's very nice to be here in front of you to day, it's very nice to be recognized for just doing what we do. I have to point out to you that chief Laura Moore is the best hazmat Commander in the state, you are very happy to have her, I'm sorry she's not here today, but I think someone else might be here to accept her plaque on her behalf. 

It's my pleasure to be here to represent the town of front Hill, I have to say thank you to my commanding officer, for the town of Ponce L, he was after it allowed me to go and serve the other jurisdictions and help to take care of their problems, so big thank you to him, thank you again for allowing us to be here and allowing us to serve, thank you. 

HEATHER POST: 
Do we have someone here to accept? 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Come on down. 

SPEAKER: 
I don't think I've ever done so much walking at a County Council meeting before. 

HEATHER POST: 
We have Gina and the girls from-- there you are, come up here. Good morning. So I've asked you here today I know it was a bit of a surprise but I've asked you here today to read you a proclamation, and to really celebrate the work that you are doing, and hopefully the work you will continue to do in the future. 

Again a wide to ensure we've got just two meetings before the end of my two terms, and I wanted to make sure that we really work on it alleging the people in our community that are making a difference, and you three certainly embody a lot of that, so whereas in 2018, when Amber Carmen realized how much teenage girls in Volusia County living in poverty were greatly affected with undue stressors and missed classes because they could not afford to purchase feminine hygiene products, she founded the oopsie bag project and work to fill a community need to know when wanted to talk about. 

Whereas Gina Almasi, Samantha Tribble and Kelly Kallick took over the endeavor from her and greatly expanded the projects reached and donations by creating the goods for girls initiatives, charitable organization dedicated to providing positive resources for women and youth, and whereas to the efforts of these remarkable women and hundreds of volunteers, which is amazing, more than 7250 bags filled with feminine hygiene products have been delivered to school nurses in Volusia and Flagler counties, and whereas the rope is now coordinating with Volusia County guidance counselors to provide deodorants to all Volusia County schools fifth grade students to support the always changing puberty education program. 

And whereas, we commend the dedicated volunteers who have taken on this important program to ensure that no student misses out on learning for lack of basic necessities. And I want to reiterate that. No student should miss out for lack of basic necessity. Too much of that is happening, and you guys are really working to fill that need, it's just phenomenal what you've done. 

Whereas the initiative is rooted in the belief that we all have an inherent responsibility to make a meaningful difference in our community, now therefore we, the County of Volusia, do hereby proclaim December 6, 2022 as good for girls initiative day in Volusia County, and we urge residents to support this charitable initiative, and join us in thanking the compassionate volunteers for their steadfast and overwhelming commitment to our youth. So, thank you. 

(Applause) 

HEATHER POST: 
I would like if each of you would like to say something and I hope you would also be sure to include your website. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, was a thank you for the County Council and thank you to Heather because I never would have dreamed I would be here being recognized with this. And we are a brand-new 501(c)(3) as of March 2022 so we need all the help we can get. 

If you would like to go to our website, it's good for girls initiative.org, we are all over Facebook and Instagram, it's how we've grown so big, we have a group of community members, all over the state of Florida, 3700 strong, we are looking to expand into seminal Lake Burrard and Putnam counties because we already have enough Oopsie bags to facilitate that. 

We just need the people to put us in front of to get all the students and all those counties those bags and to continue to do this for Volusia and Flagler as well. 

HEATHER POST: 
Would you like to say something as well? 

SPEAKER: 
Sure. We provide all the feminine hygiene products for girls, and we appreciate all the work you've done helping us move that forward, thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Basically to pair with the bowl said thank you so much, without this recognition would be a little further behind, and this really helps prop a stop and really tell the county and the other counties we are trying to help who we are, so we appreciate your recognition. Thank you so much. 

HEATHER POST: 
I just want to point out to make sure that people understand the poverty level. If we have youth in poverty, and I want you to stop and think because I know all of you husbands know what this cost as well. Think about how much this cost and when you're scraping change together and you were trying to get food on the table, those kinds of things are a tremendous luxury. 

And when you have children who also need those luxuries now, those children often get left behind. And it's a tremendous stressor to go to school and try to do things without missing classes and such, so we are really filling the poverty needed Volusia County and I thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
It's preventing staff members who have been filling this need (indiscernible). 

SPEAKER: 
Buying it out of pocket. If you are not using proper feminine hygiene projects or changing them as often as you should be it can pose a large health risk, period poverty is very real it's not something you think about unless you are having a period, or scraping pennies together but it is a major crisis, absolutely. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you ladies, I really appreciate all you are doing in the community. I've heard great things about your effort and who hasn't been a teen girl? Which of us ladies having been a teen girl in these situations? 

So to put this out there and make it a reality, and destigmatize it for young people. This is just life. And I thank you guys for trying to normalize it as much as possible, and spreading the message and the project. I'm just really proud of your efforts and thank you, Councilwoman post, for bringing this to the forefront as well because it is something-- I've had some actually young teens reach out who wanted to be a part of a project because they've seen the challenges. 

And I guess a lot of things have been removed from the school restrooms, where there isn't access. So it's different, I mean, over time things shift. So thank you again. And we need a motion. A motion to approve both proclamations, please. 

So we have a motion, we have a second, all in favor, 'aye'? Any opposed? Motion carries. You want to take pictures? 

SPEAKER: 
Ms Girtman we also need a vote on item 2, the proclamation for the veterans. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion on number two for the veterans? We have a second? All in favor, 'aye'? Aye'. Anyone opposed? If they are, we are not listening, so it passes, 5-0. We are on item 2A, collective bargaining agreement for the AIFF 2022 to 2025. Pagepender please. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning vice chair Girtman, councilmembers, staff, Dana Pagepender as well as interim Fire Chief, Joe King, we are here with actually two different contracts, different items we will request approval bargaining agreements between the county in an international Association of firefighters represent firefighters and communities. 

This includes three year pay metrics and pay for experience those being hired for outside the county, these contracts are both three year contract. And at this time I'm going to hand it over to chief King to say a few words. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. Joking, interim Fire Chief. First I would just like to say when many people look at negotiations, they dread it. But when you bring together two parties with the mindset of to work together over topics, not make it personal and just work together for the betterment of the county we get to where we are today with two contracts ratified by the union for your approval. 

With that said real quick I would just like to thank the team I had a part to be with for the first year here the county, and that's Dana Pagepender is been great since I came here, legal, Heather Laura, public protection response and judge myself, and Albert, it's been a great team. We sat down we got to this quick, that's why we are here today. 

Like Dana said, there's a few topics with wages and things like that, a few things were able to address, some operational things that will get us some more medics and stuff like that. And I don't want to leave out the other party, the union, the relationship that we've been up to establish in the last year. Knowing that we are trying to work together to make things better. 

They definitely came to the table with the mindset to try and work through some issues, and fix things, and definitely helped us out a lot. So that I'm going to turn it over to Jeremy, our union President. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. I wanted to acknowledge the counsel over the last couple of years, you have had a commitment to the IFF. We are trying to make this the safest county all around us. I think the team is a testament to us being the best firefighters in the area. No offense to the city firefighters in the area. I just wanted to say thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
George Recktenwald? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
I wanted to thank the team publicly. I think we have come a long way. I enjoy the fact that they can sit down at the table and work through these items in a professional manner. I am excited for the future. All good things are happening. People are coming on and I am excited. Thank you for putting this together and getting it done in an expeditious manner. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I believe I heard a motion and a second. All in favor say aye? Anyone opposed? No one to oppose. It passes 5-0. Thank you so much. It has been my pleasure to work with you and to work through the challenges that we have had. And to try to make things better for Volusia County. Thank you for what you have done. 

(Applause) 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Was the motion for A and B? We also have B which would be the lieutenants agreement. 

HEATHER POST: 
I will move approval on B as well. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
They are presented together but we need to separate votes. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Post on Wheeler, first and second. All in favor aye? Anyone opposed? It passes 5-0. 

HEATHER POST: 
Are the lieutenants in the room glad we didn't think on that. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you so much. On two item number three. Ordinance for 2022 â€“ 33 to create the emergency services department and realize some divisions from the public protection department. Who is presenting that? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Chair and honorable counsel, thank you. I know we have talked about this previously. Public protection as a department today has over 900 employees, by far the largest department in county government. The span and control, given its size and growth, it is experiencing... It felt like going forward we needed to have more attention in each of the areas. 

In working with our team there, Jim Judge and Mark Swanson and the rest of HR and staff, we put together basically a plan to carve off or split public protection. We took the emergency services department and put in their emergency management, emergency medical services or EMS, fire rescue and are emergency medical administration. They all work together on a frequent basis and I think this puts us in a good position to capture efficiencies and continue to evolve the department. 

It still leaves behind animal control, public safety and the (indiscernible) office. We were able to do this using existing people, staff and facilities. There is no cost at this point. Each of those areas for informational purposes would still be the largest departments respectively in that area. They would be about public works all with around 450 people. They are still big departments. 

But again, I think it gives us a little bit better control within those areas. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Councilwoman Post, you have questions? 

HEATHER POST: 
I know we have talked for quite a few years about this, and I'm very excited to see it happening at the end of my two terms. This division really helps each division that may have had an opportunity in the past to be overlooked to have way more advocacy and way more oversight. But really, to provide the opportunity for each of those divisions to be highlighted and to really push us to where the best of the best that others in the state of Florida can look at us and Jesus as a model in various areas. 

I know that they do in certain areas already, but I am excited about this and I hope that the public fully understands that this division is really really important, and it will have an impact on services. So thank you. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Appreciate that. And I want to say it will also provide opportunity for the employees within those areas, as you say, advocacy, but to shine as well. I am excited going forward with that ability, and again, we are a growing community and especially this particular area. We need to be using technology and our best and our brightest to be able to continue to provide these services and be effective and efficient. So I am very excited. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Do we have a motion? We have a motion, we have a second. All in favor? I? I? Anyone opposed? 

SPEAKER: 
Can you clarify who the second was? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Wheeler. Motion passes 5-0. You are way ahead of me. Now we have the confirmation of the appointment of Mr. Mark Swanson to the position of department director of public protection. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. Kevin Captain, community the information director. Item 4 and five are confirmations. Item 4 is the confirmation of appointment of Mark Swanson as director of public protection. County manager George Recktenwald will give some background on director Swanson's tenure here. 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Thanks, Kevin. Of course, Mark has been the interim department head. Come on down Mark and Jim. For over one year. So he is definitely out there doing the work. He had a lot to do with the item before, doing the work to put this together. Of course, we just recently went through to disasters, and Mark and Jim both played huge roles as they always do in those things. 

A lot of people know Mark, but to reiterate publicly, he has had 40 years of expense with emergency medical services and law enforcement. He began in 1979 as a fire paramedic. He joined the foundation evac ambulance in 85 and was a field paramedic and worked his way up to Director of Field services. 

I have a bad habit of walking past the manager's office and getting a new assignment. Mark did that in 2013. He ran our beach, and did a great job and really expanded his horizons. Then he went on to be the deputy director of public protection in 2016. He also, because he doesn't like to be bored, in his spare time from 2000 â€“ 2013 he also worked as an officer and paramedic for Daytona Beach Shores. So again, Mark is eminently qualified and he is working on taking us to the next century. Mark? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Vice Chair Girtman, council members and staff. Mark Swanson, director of public protection, I got to take the interim out which is great. Thank you for your confidence in me, first and foremost. I would like to thank Mr Recktenwald and (unknown name) for their support and guidance throughout the past year. 

I have worked my 40 year career in law enforcement, EMS and fire to put me in a position that I am entering today. This is all purposely that I have done with my career to try to get to this position. Finally, I wish to acknowledge my staff, because without good staff you cannot do what you do. 

As evidenced today, looking in the back of the room, the support that I have between public protection and emergency services. First and finally, I wish to recognize my family. My wife, my mother and daughter, Caitlin, are here today as part of the ceremony. I appreciate it and look forward to working with the county, the staff, the Council and moving forward. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you so much. I have to say I am so proud of you. It has been my honor to work with you over these last four years. You have been there when I called on you for pretty much anything. You have been so responsive and had your team be there. It has just been smooth and easy. 

But I know it has been a hard job, right? But you have always done it in a way that I didn't get to see a whole lot of that. I got to see you get to yes. And you know how much I love that, right? Thank you for all your hard work. I will miss working with you. Councilman Wheeler? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Thank you. Long time waiting but well-deserved. I just have to say, since this is next to my last meeting, these are two of my favorite guys in the county. They are above and beyond. What is it about you? You bring back hurricanes. I don't know. But Mark, you are always there when I pick up the phone. You helped me this summer with the situation with my sister. You were front and center and didn't hesitate. You have always been that way. 

As a councilmember, representing the citizens, it is always good to know that I can pick up the phone and have answers from you. You exemplify what we need and what we have here. Just congratulations. Well-deserved. And to his family, thank you for all the years you have put up with him. Hopefully, one day you will get to enjoy his presence also, but thank you for your commitment. Because behind every good man is a supportive family. Thank you, Mark. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Do we have a motion? We have a motion. Do we have a second? And my second was... Mr. Robbins. All in favor, I? Anyone oppose? Motion carries 5-0. 

(Applause) 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Next we have Billie's other favourite. (Laughs) Somebody asked â€“ what number of retirement this is. (Laughs) 

HEATHER POST: 
I'm starting to think you like coming up in front of us. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
(Laughs) 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Thank you, Ms. chair. I bring before you Mr Jim Judge, and him and (Unknown Name) hang out on a regular basis. Bringing him forward to run the emergency services Department, Jim has been a longtime veteran in public protection. 

He joined us here in Volusia County in 2013 after amassing 45 years of public safety experience, 30 of those have been in a leadership level. He was our emergency management Director from 2013-2021. 

Tried to give retirement a try and I called to check on him to see how retirement was going expecting to get a bit of a report on his camping around the country trip, and found out he was looking for something to do. 

So, quickly hopped on that and returned to the county as our interim County Director of public protection and helped out Mark. Actually, a few months later, I asked him to take on a dual role and go back and do some of his old job as well as our emergency manager. 

Of course, the mistake there was apparently that was a magnet for Ian and Nicole. Again, I should've figured it out â€“ he cannot stay away and has to have the storm to keep him busy. 

But Jim is particular, professional, great communicator, well-versed in all phases of emergency management and has worked in fire, medical services, and greatly respected by all of his coworkers. He does give some really great interviews for us. 

But hopefully we will go a few years without another one. So, I bring him before you for confirmation. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Jim judge with public protection and anxious to lose that interim role. So grateful when George called me to come back and Mark Swanson has been a friend for so many years and the chance for us to work so closely together over the past year with eight wonderful divisions, professional staff, and a chance to continue to serve the community. I do not know anything other than public service since I got high school and it's all I've known and I love. 

Love going to work and my wife is here and grateful to George for inviting me to come back and get out of the house. You know? Working with our department directors and division directors and municipalities and Public Safety agencies has been wonderful and I look forward to continuing to serve Volusia County and hope you will be happy with the hard work I bring to the county in this new position. So, thank you so much. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you so much. Councilwoman Wheeler? 

(Applause) 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Thank you, briefly I will say the same thing I said. This shows the commitment of the two of the greatest guys. They do not want to leave and keep coming back. When Jim retired, we became Facebook friends. I kept watching his travels and thought, "He will not do this forever." 

I kept saying, "We need you, we need you, we need you." And he came back willingly â€“ well, kind of willingly, sort of. We dragged him back here. Wonderful to have you as the front guy. 

I recommend you need to learn how to roll up your sleeves when we get into that crisis on the step then you make the front page. Thank you for your commitment and friendship. 

Both of you I feel like we are leaving Volusia County in the best of hands. And I appreciate everything you both do and continue to do. So, thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I want to say thank you also. It's been a pleasure working with you. I remember going through the community replacing defibrillators and doing karaoke and I was looking forward to future opportunities at the future moose and elk Lodge. 

SPEAKER: 
Only if you dance with me, Miss Girtman. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
(Laughs) I appreciate you and your hard work especially through our recent storms. You were the rock for our community. I appreciate that. With that, do we have â€“ 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
I have a motion to approve. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion and a second. All in favor 'aye'? No one left to oppose so it's approved 5-0. Thank you so much. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Miss Girtman, I wanted to ask who was the second on that. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Danny. Number six is an award of a contract to Halifax paving Inc, Ormond Beach, Massey General Contract Inc for Port Orange and EMS for professional road resurfacing services, 2022, (Reads). 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning, Vice Chair and councilmembers. Before you today is a contract for an award for three firms and asphalt paving firms for our resurfacing contract. In the past we have put together a list of roads every year and put it out for a hard bed and everybody submitted the pricing and we select a contractor into the work. We are doing things different and have shortlisted the three contractors and budgeted $6 million in the coming year. 

What we will do is come up with our list of roads. In fact, we have a three year list of roads and we are going to select packages we will put out to these three contractors and get pricing back instead of one full package. 

This will allow us to issue multiple work orders and allows us to group those together and reduce our cost because of minimizing mobilization. It allows us to address volatility in the market, asphalt is very volatile of a commodity because it's dependent on oil prices. 

We think it will be cost-efficient way of doing the resurfacing and we recommend awarding these contracts to those three firms for three years. I'm happy to answer any questions. We have Laurie, Pam if you have any questions for them. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Motion to approve. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion and a second. Any questions, comments? All in favor 'aye'? No one to oppose, it approves 5-0. 

SPEAKER: 
Miss Girtman, could you tell me who the second was on that one? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Janitorial Inc for janitorial services a countywide, and library services. 18-P-164-JRD. Estimated annual expenditure of $1.6 million. 

SPEAKER: 
Good learning Vice Chair Girtman, Council numbers and staff, Jim the facility management Director. This is our final contract with AJI and $1.6 million and we've had slight increases due to wages, material, and inflationary fuel costs. 

You did see the expenditure go up and 22 was 1.47 and a slight increase but overall have been doing a good job and we would like to renew for one final year. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Do we have a motion? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Motion to approve, Wheeler. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion, second. Any questions, concerns? All in favor 'aye'? We are missing one. I guess we can go 4-0. 

SPEAKER: 
Can you tell me who the second was on that? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Robins. Motion to approve 4-0. 

Item 8... a resolution for community development Block Grant, home investment partnership program and emergency solution grant substantial amendments. Revenue of $3 million. Love it. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning Vice Chair, members of Council, I'm Carmen Hall, community service Director. As Ms. Girtman explained, this is a substantial amendment to our plan and $3.2 million and ESG funds and there is $1.8 million in funds we will be moving to rental development and homeowner rehab administration. 

There is $1.3 million in home funds we will be moving towards rental â€“ this is the CBDG. It's just delayed. OK. For home it's 1.3 million dollars transferred into rental agreement and for EST where moving from activities for solution grant for agencies that have gone through a competitive process and will be the same services rapid rehousing and homeless prevention. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Motion to approve. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion and a second. Any questions, comments, concerns? I know that through the affordable housing we have identified $18 million and I can assume this is part of those dollars. 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, it is. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
And during... during the COVID dollars, the ARPA dollars, we set aside $4 million for rehab and other resources. 

SPEAKER: 
Correct. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Are you supplementing? 

SPEAKER: 
We still have the $4 million in the ARPA funding we are putting towards rehabilitation and the extra $400,000 that is being set aside for homeowner rehabilitation is for administration of the program and to cover different costs associated with that like staffing, and inspections, things like that. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
OK, that's fair. We did have public comment. We have Doyle Lewis. Did you want to make a comment on number eight? OK. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello. My name is Doyle Lewis. Basically, I have been in construction my entire life. I never thought I would be a homeless man. I have been told by my elders everything I know. I have been told by my elders. I hope this helps people. This is a great thing. It probably should be more. I know. I have built houses since I was 12 years old. I have worked hard. 

And the people out there that need the help, give them help. The more out there on the streets, the harder it is to keep a home because they have to fight for every penny. Thank you. Thank everybody. After these two storms, there is going to be more homeless. So be looking forward to those prices to go up. My name is Doyle Lewis, homeless in Volusia County. 

I had a home and bought a home when I got here. It was taken away from me. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Do we have a motion to accept or do we have comments? We are good? 

SPEAKER: 
You have a motion by Wheeler, second by post. I just need the vote. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Everyone in favor, I? Know enough to oppose. We are approved, 5-0. Item 9 is the affordable housing incentive strategies report. Who do we have? 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning again. Common hole, community assistance directive. This report is an annual requirement by the state. This is completed by the affordable housing committee. They have done that, now it is presented to you for action. 

All strategies will be included in our local housing assistant plan. We had a public comment period. We also had a public hearing in October. I just wanted to recognize our affordable housing committee members. They have been reviewing strategies since the spring of last year. I just wanted to take the time to recognize them. 

Now we have our strategies. I wasn't planning on going through each individual strategy, I know you have seen this and it is included in the report, but if there is any questions, I can review each one. 

The first strategies included in our report, they have been for several years, they have been not included in the past. Then we have four more strategies that have been included in our report in the past and are recommending to continue this. 

Basically, we need the report to be accepted, and strategies a and I must be accepted and approved as they have been in the past. 

The other strategies, that is up to Council. Staff has recommended continued adoption of C, E, D and J because they have been implemented in the past and we recommend continuing implementing them. Staff are members adopting the three strategies that when you this year and in the future. The reason being, once we adopt them, they must be included in the local housing assistance plan and we will have one year to implement them. Staff believes they wouldn't be able to implement them in a year, but they would be able to in the future. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Can you read them into the record? 

SPEAKER: 
The ones recommended for adoption? Acceptance of AHAC's report, adoption of strategies A and I. And adoption of strategies, C, E, G and J. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Can you go through what they are so they are on the record for anyone listening? 

SPEAKER: 
A is (indiscernible) affordable housing and an expedited degree. Letter I is (indiscernible) considered for adoption any ordinance, regulations or plan procedures that increase the cost of housing. 

C is allowing flexibility and density for affordable housing. E affordable housing residential units. G is (indiscernible) and J is inventory of available public lands that is suitable for affordable housing. 

SPEAKER: 
I will make a motion. Do we have public comment? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have public comment from Mr. Doyle Lewis. Mr. Lewis, do you want to speak again? 

SPEAKER: 
Hello again. My name is Doyle Lewis. My professors always told me to make your community better, everyone has to prosper. Everyone, not some. Everyone needs to prosper. You have to be committed to that. If you are not committed, why start? 

You have to have a good idea to stick around. If your idea is no good, you have got to rethink it. Stay on the table if you are strong enough because the strong will survive. That is why I am still here after all these years. That is why I am still speaking here after all these years. 

My first teacher taught me one thing about life when he hired me. He said, "I will hire you under one condition: you have to be smart enough not to hurt yourself and not to hurt any workers beside you." As you can see, I have got all my digits. I have been teaching a lot of people how to use tools my entire life. He taught me how. 

If there is a tool that needs repair, you repair it by taking it to the tool Doctor, and it doesn't come back until it is fixed and ready to work through. It it is the same thing with people. That's why I want to talk about this. I want to make sure people understand my name is Doyle Lewis. I was taught very well. 

The only time you better be laying down is when you need to be sleeping. Any other time, you need to make sure you are staying safe. 

I have been an engineer, I have been an electronic engineer about residential housing for almost 25 years. My computer has been locked up in a storage unit for 15 or more. I went and checked on it the other day, I had to move it. It has been sitting there rotting. The plastic went bad. It has fallen apart. I have to buy a new computer. 

I know more about computers and designing the most people in this room. Because I started early. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Mr. Doyle, your public comment was about affordable housing? So we have to stay focused on that. 

SPEAKER: 
That is what I am still staying focused on. Make affordable housing or you will have more homeless people which will lead to more housing. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you so much. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Motion to accept the report and adopt the strategies a, I, C, E, G and J. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion and we have a second. Any further comment? Questions? All in favor? Anyone opposed? Motion carries 5-0. 

SPEAKER: 
Can you clarify who the second was? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
The second was Johnson. 

SPEAKER: 
(indiscernible) for the future as well. Was it not included, Billie? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Do you want to restate it? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
The motion did not include B, F and K. 

HEATHER POST: 
Do we not want to do the ones for the future? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
I am sorry. All of them. Those were just the new ones. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Do you want to restate it? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Motion to accept the report adoption of the strategies. 

HEATHER POST: 
And the recommendations, right? The future recommendations. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
And future recommendations. 

SPEAKER: 
On this agenda, the recommendation was to accept the report and adopt strategies A, I, C, E and J. I understood that was what your motion was. 

HEATHER POST: 
But that it also says staff recommends adopting the strategies B, F and K. You want to revisited... 

SPEAKER: 
If it is adopted by counsel at this point, it will have to be implanted with the year and we do not believe it can be. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
So we are good. Thank you. Item 10 is selection of firm for local government area of opportunity loan for multifamily rental housing. 23-P-13 KW. Revenue of 460,000. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, councilmembers. I will give Carmen a break and introduce this item. Today, we bring forward the proposal for 23-P-13 KW for selection of local government area of opportunity loan for multifamily rentals. On October 13, staff release the RSP and it closed with two responses. 

The responses were from Ellington community management and (unknown name) development. They are both here today to make a presentation to the council. Each will have five minutes to present you followed by a question-and-answer period. 

Staff has reviewed their responses and both are found to be responsive and responsible. Carman Hall is going to give you a brief overview of the project and the requirement of the projects. 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning again. These proposals are part of our local government contribution, which enabled the projects to be competitive at the state level. It is $460,000 at the local level, but they are competitive for the 9% tax credits at the state level. This is for multifamily affordable housing, and the award is contingent upon being selected by Florida house finance Corporation at the state level. 

Some of our RFP right here is that it cannot be within Daytona Beach or Deltona because they receive their own allocations. They must provide 10 units to benefit households at 50% of area income or lower. They must demonstrate organizational staffing capacity, market need and they must be able to have ownership of the property within 16 district 60 days and expend the fund within 18 months and have them occupied by eligible leasors within 24 months. 

At the state level, there is not as much funding available as there has been in past years, so I would like to point that out. There will not be as many selected projects at a statewide level. 

Our goals, there are different goals for this which were included in this proposal. So that is part of the evaluation criteria, which you will see on the charts. Staff went ahead and identified which projects met the goals that the state will evaluate. You can see one for Minnesota Avenue located in Orange city, and it has the different priorities that the state is having, which is continuous support, application priority and local government revitalization plan. 

We have a truck from Minnesota and for Westside phase 2, which is located in new Smyrna Beach. 

Just a little housekeeping before we get started with the two presentations. Like we normally do when you act as the evaluation committee, they will present to you and each firm has five minutes. After they finish their presentation, you can ask them questions. 

The second firm, once you are done with that, the second firm will present the same idea and we will ask them questions. Once they are completed with the question and answer, I will come up and you guys can have your open discussion if there is any public participation, etc, and you as the chair will let me know when you are ready to vote. 

We will hand out your ballots to you. You need to ask quickly if there is anyone that has any conflict of interests with this. With that being said, when we hinder your ballot, we will hand you your conflict of interest form when we are ready, and when we complete that we will quickly tally the proposals and I will go over the voting when we hand out the ballots we are voting on one and two with number one in your top choice. 

With that I will introduce the Ellington firm to make their introduction. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you very much. Thank you chair and council members and appreciate the opportunity to be here. My name is John Sheppard and I'm a principal with Ellington. We are one of the largest developers of workforce and mixed income housing in the country. 

We have offices in Nashville, Tennessee, and Denver, Colorado. I'm responsible for our development opportunities in Tennessee called Colorado. 

We have been around for 12 years and have built a dozen homes and our long-term investors. Here is a footprint of where we are. A lot of this is in our application which you've had a chance to review and I do not want to go over that again. 

A couple of images of things we have built in the past, the overriding theme here is we do not have a cookie-cutter approach to development and development that is an urban family-oriented development will look different from a suburban senior age restricted development. All appropriate to the location and the needs of the residents they are intended to serve. 

One common theme is they will have class a finishes and amenities services like you would expect in any class VIII market multifamily anywhere. That is on-site management, maintenance, most of our properties will have a swimming like this, playground, dog park, in unit washers and dryers. The things you would expect in any newly built apartment complex. 

This is our interior to give you a sense of what that looks like. Some information on the philanthropic work we do in addition to the investments we make in housing and believe in investing in the communities we are active in. 

A lot of that is centred around education. We have given over $100,000 to support schools in the committees we are active in a largely response to the needs we have heard expressed from educators and administrators in the classrooms. 

Here is the site in question. It is in the unincorporated county and adjacent to our city and in the unincorporated county. At the intersection of West Minnesota Avenue and behind the car dealership. It is already zoned for the intended use and we are proposing to build 62 units. 

The site plan you can see there. And a couple things I would highlight about this location specifically is we are not a city that has significant resources for housing. That is something to take into account 20 think about the applications in front of you. 

The other one you will hear from is the second phase of the development and partnership with New Smyrna Beach and the CRA which invest in the first phase of the project. I believe propose to invest in the second phase of that project demonstrate that local public support that is important to be competitive at the state. 

We don't have access to those resources in the county. This is our only opportunity to give those local public resources that will allow us to be competitive at the state level and that's an important thing to consider. 

The other thing I will note that our location is will be required to extend the sewer line to our site and that work will be done and paid for by the development. Will serve taxpayers and that extension will be at least 1500 feet and maybe longer and we are talking to DeLand and Orange city about what path makes sense. 

The important thing I want is we will spend likely more on that public sewer main then on this loan we are requesting your support for. That is par for the course and how it works for a developer and it's important for you to consider when you're thinking about what taxpayer resources are going into an application, what are taxpayers getting out? 

Here you are getting out the same housing goals and results that are here today and those taxpayers are getting 1500 feet plus of public sewer main - funding much needed public infrastructure investment. 

From the county perspective, you are killing two birds with one stone and getting a double return on your investment there. Again, that is the site plan. Welcome any questions. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Any questions? No? Hm. 

SPEAKER: 
OK. Thank you very much. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
I think everybody is good. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, councilmembers. Thank you for having me this afternoon. I know it's coming up on lunch and I will try to be quick here. 

I think some of you, Mr Robins have been to the site for phase 1. 

Background for this in our joint venture with the Housing Authority. My name is Joe Chambers and I'm a local resident - (Indiscernible) and have worked with a number of housing authorities in Volusia County and have worked with the DeLand Housing Authority in Daytona and we are currently working with New Smyrna Beach Housing Authority. 

This is been a comprehensive development that started about four years ago and this my third time coming before you to the county looking for support for funding. We were fortunate a couple of years ago to get funding for the first phase and that is the second phase if I can figure out this... here we go. OK. 

This is phase 2. It is not just about green development, it's about replacing and fixing problems we've got. This is the Westside neighbourhood of New Smyrna Beach which many of you are familiar with. It has been long ignored over the years and we are the first one in the development process. 

We are happy to be part of it and working with it. There has been a ton of infrastructure and we've had to bring in water sewer lines, bringing it through the site to serve the rest of the community, that as is typical for any development in an urban community. 

Here's our site plan, phase 1 to the left of the screen is under construction and three stories, elderly we wanted to take a two-pronged approach and have an naturally aging population in New Smyrna Beach and workforce population. 

The idea is to get the first phase complete and we are 75% complete now. And get eyes on the street with the elderly and move folks there and move forward with housing and our working population from lifeguards, catchers, to teachers. 

This is phase 1 under construction and has been taking a couple of weeks ago. You see phase 2 behind you on the screen. 

This is all of the information in the application and the typical amenities we will provide in addition to other things. Here is sort of the problem. As I'm sure many of you have seen and heard, this is a common problem throughout Volusia County and not just New Smyrna Beach, but New Smyrna Beach was hit especially hard. 

Our residents for phase 2 is currently occupied. Phase II flooded the entire neighbourhood. I was listening to public comment in the beginning of the Council meeting and one person was talking about discharge of stormwater. 

We had to overbuild the pond for phase 1 and therefore because we drain into the creek we had no discharge coming from the rain. 

Phase 1 was totally high and dry and phase 2 was built the same way. We tried to help the neighbourhood and not compound the issue and make it worse for anybody. 

This is the neighbourhood and this is the site on the right-hand slide you can see the brick buildings we are demolishing and building back more units. And helping out the neighbourhood. 

This is our sample one, two, three bedroom floor plans. Nothing too dramatic to see. Here is our interior design we have as well. 

Happy to answer any questions for you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Any questions? Danny? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Thank you. If you can go back to the slide before the one about flooding, how many actual units come out of everything, will be actually affordable? 

SPEAKER: 
Right now we are up to about 70 units. Up here we put in 64. To be variable is we are concerned about construction costs and even at our ground break we talked about construction costs and how hard it hit us and everyone else in the whole state. Not just us. 

We tried to go in with an amount and we can do more, our goal is to hit 75 units or so. We are between 64 and 70. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Out of the 64 units, you said 10 of those will be... 

SPEAKER: 
They will all be affordable. Our approach will be all of the units (Indiscernible) or below and be committed for the County purposes, those 10 units are 15% and we will probably end up section 8 vouchers to balance it out. 

The goal is to get a truly diverse neighbourhood like (Unknown Name). 

DANNY ROBINS: 
OK. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
So, we've had our presentations. We've had the opportunity for questions now. 

SPEAKER: 
We can have discussion if there is any discussion or public comment. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Is there any public comment? There is not. And are there any comments that council wants to share? 

It's difficult for me because I see the need in New Smyrna for housing. There has not been as much of an opportunity for re-development there. But I really like the idea in District 1 to have some infrastructure that somebody else is paying for. 

So, he got me with that one. I will listen to the rest. See if anyone has any other comments. 

(Multiple speakers) 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
It looks like they are ready to vote. 

SPEAKER: 
Very good. I will come up and hand you your ballot. As a reminder, your top firms you will rank as one, and you can rank the other choice as number two. We will tally and read everyone's vote individually and to the record and hand the ballot and cite your conflict of interests, and we will collect them when we are ready. 

SPEAKER: 
Alright. This was very close. The overall scores, and with Ellington at seven and Fortress with eight. Your low score total is who you are going to recommend is your number one. I will read into the record everyone's vote. We will start with Mr. Johnson. Ellington one, Fortress two. Vice Chair Barbara Girtman, Ellington one, fortress two. Danny Robins, Ellington two, fortress one. Ms. Post, Ellington one, and fortress two. So it came across very close. 

I am going to bring Carmen up to help you with the motion, because there are some logistics behind that, and we will move forward. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Ok, so the motion that would just be approval of selection of the firm... Wilmington for the local government area of opportunity loan for multifamily rental housing. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion. We have a second. Any further comments or questions? All in favor? Anyone opposed? Motion carries 5-0. We are at 12:33 PM. We have lots of comments, a number of comments that we are averaging may be around two hours for that issue, so we have to give staff a break. So we are going to have to take a one hour lunch break and come back at 1:30 PM. 

(Break) 


SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting. The meeting will begin in 10 minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting. The meeting will begin in five minutes. 

SPEAKER: 
Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting. The meeting will begin in two minutes. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Is there much of a line left to come in? So we can go ahead and get started. Awesome, awesome. Thank you all for coming back. We are now ready for item 11. We are also going to, because these two items are related, we are going to represent items 11 and 12 together. 

And... do we have the two items? Item 12 is a quasijudicial. It requires disclosure of any ex parte communications. I am going to ask, I am going to ask each Council member to present any in disclosed information if they remember who they were with and to summarize any communications. 

This is also for the applicant, if they can help us with any ex parte disclosures. They will be providing the sum and substance of communications that you have had with any counsel. That includes communication with members of counsel who are not present. 

We will make this part of the record and we also have written emails and those were also made part of the record. Clay? We are ready for you. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, Clay Ervin. Director of the senior assistant county attorneys. Please do any disclosures of ex parte prior to the hearing. If we could please have the ex parte discussion identified now. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Okay, I have had a conversation with everybody in this room I think. So, I think we have kept all of the emails. Correct? I had personal ones with Astrid and the group down here. So just explaining and that is pretty much it. Then everybody else was in support. Do you need more than that? 

SPEAKER: 
You are just referencing the applicant? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Yeah. 


DANNY ROBINS: 
I talked with Nancy and also the applicant on his project details. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Ben Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Would be easier to tell you who have not talked to. I had the counselor talk to me a different people from throughout the community. Numerous contacts and emails from all sides of the fence. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Councilwoman Heather Post? 

HEATHER POST: 
I would say ditto, basically. Everyone has emailed from the community from the applicant side, attorneys, realtors, community members, residents. And we have forwarded all of those. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Same here. I have also had conversation with members of the planning board. At least my representative on the board. The attorney for the applicant. The applicant with community members and numerous communications. For and against. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon again, Clay Ervin. As you mentioned, we will be mentioning both agenda item 11 and 12 in our presentation to you today. In each case, we will review the comprehensive plan amendment and rezoning for development. There will be an individual vote for each item. Also, be aware that 11 and 12 are separate in the voting as well. 

Agenda item 11, because of legislative action that requires a majority of members present. Action of approval or action by three is all that it needs. Item 12 is rezoning for ex parte communications in the process, when in development regulations. That requires majority counsel so that would be for members of the Council to approve for the action to be taken. 

Going forward, what are we talking about today? 

The future land use map gives you the generalized what? Commercial, residential, industrial, office. As such as the basis for our zoning. In the state of Florida you can amend your future (Land Acknowledgement) two ways. Small-scale, which is a parcel under said size that meets the state criteria. That's what we're facing here today. The applicant has requested a change from urban low intensity, which is a maximum residential development before units per acre to commercial. The county staff, when originally identified this applicant the desired to change the land use had some objections. 

When you come into a commercial land use it is a very wide and open land use category. It can allow for a variety of different things like fast ruined restaurants, retail stores to a variety of other type of uses. 

The meeting with the applicant we indicated a major concern with basically opening up Pandora's box as far as what could be developed on this road. 

I reference segment of road because if anyone is driven through your aware of, as she said we are having traffic and impacts on the adjoining residential neighborhood as well as the overall quality of life in that area. The county is working through solutions such as alternative roads, such as alternative outs, as well as improvements at the intersection. 

But the critical part about this is there certain rights bestowed by that land-use and zoning those currently in place. As I stated, the land-use is ULI, urban low intensity. This property owner has the right to come in and put in an application a residential subdivision based on the density of 16 to 18 single-family homes subject to compliance to our subdivision standards and are a three zoning. 

What they are proposing is an 89,900 square-foot mini warehouse self storage. They've identified that it's part of this amendment to our future land use map. They are willing to put in a restriction table 1 â€“ 11 which restricts the development to that. In other words, in our adopted comprehension plan future land use map there will be a very specific restriction that says this property can only be used for 89,900 ft.Â² of warehouse storage use. That's reflected in your staff report. It's reflected in your attached documents that are part of this proposed amendment. The applicant is arguing that when you look at the net impact of 16 to 18 single-family homes as opposed to 89,900 ft.Â² of mini warehouse self storage the overall traffic, water and sewer, storm water will be the same or even less. 

This is supported by analysis that was provided in support of the application and they will be able to provide testimony as to how we come up with those assessments. Staff reviewing the document made a recommendation for approval for the future land use map amendment subject to table 111 including that requirement. 

The implementation of your future land use map is your rezoning map. That's where they have come forward with a PUD instead of trying to do standard zoning of B 2 which is the neighborhood zone they said we are going to do a site-specific design that we will be bound to follow. That's item 12. That's where you see they have three buildings totaling 89,900 ft.Â². 

At the PL DRC in your planning and development regulation there were concerns brought up in the applicant's agreed to restrict any kind of storage of boats, motorcycles, RVs etc. outside. That is one thing you will notice in your agenda packet. There's the draft that went to the PLD RC in the final version coming to you. That has been struck and is no longer part of the PUD document under uses. 

At the planning and land developer and regulation commission the PLD RC debated the approval of the future land use map amendment. There was an initial request, or excuse me motion to approve and find that consistent with plan and that failed 3 to 4. Subsequently there was a motion to find any consistent with the comprehensive plan and therefore recommend denial to the County Counsel that was approved for this plan. The applicant then pursued further with what about the rezoning to (indiscernible). This is the part that's kind of muddled so I wanted to make sure we have clarity. 

The motion was that if County Counsel determines that future land use map of amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan and thereby approves it then the PUD is consistent with that proposed amendment. 

So, if you approve 11 
12 will then be considered consistent with it. If however you deny 11, which is the future land amendment, you would have to deny 12. Is that clear? Because it can become a bit confusing. 

The critical part is item 11 which the comprehensive plan land use map, this is the linchpin in all the decisions you have going forward. If you concur with the assessment of the planning land development and follow their motion to deny the application even if it's consistent with the comprehensive plan you cannot approve the subsequent PD. 

If however you do find that the proposed future land map is consistent and can go forward then you have the right to approve the PUD. You still have the right to make changes to the PUD based on public comment and testimony as well as the elements provided to you, but it's generally been provided by the planning and regulation committee. 

Overall we are going forward with recommendation from the PLDRC because that's what you see in your agenda item, however it is a legislative decision and you all can make that determination. If there's any question for the staff, I'm sure the applicant has a variety of different information in the public some concerns as well. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. May we hear from the applicant, please? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Madam chair. 

CLAIRE BARNETT: 
Is one of the best in the business. I've been working around clay for 25 years and you have a resource there. I want to make it clear, just the punchline for the top plan amendment recommendation and the rezoning from clays department is in the affirmative recommending approval. The PLDRC conversation, I agree with Clay, it's clear as mud. I hope you're going to make it clear today seek and talk through this. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Before you get too far in can you express any ex parte communications that you have beyond what was already disclosed? 

SPEAKER: 
Same things you guys said. We talked to you, you talk to us. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
And also indicate even if someone was not here. Did you talk to anybody that was not here. 

SPEAKER: 
Good question. Scott and I have both met with the chair on site, Jeff Brower, on site. I think we had a very positive conversation. One of the things I was going to mention anyone through my presentation had to do with stormwater proposal for the site. A lot of that came out of suggestions from the county chair. I want to talk about that, but advance I would tell you that's how that came about. 

Let me introduce my team. (Unknown Name) will talk about transportation impacts. Scott is the owner of the property. In (Unknown Name) you know is with Parker Mintzberg and Associates. I will ask both of these guys to say a few things. We've been here all day so hopefully will take a lot of time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have to. 

SPEAKER: 
To just a few minutes? Let me reiterate. You've got a resource, not just in clay urban. A lot of people sort of advocate, they find a position and go with that. He tries to come up with a good middle ground. Everybody from the manager on down, I think you got a great staff year. 

We spent the better part of the year working through all of the things, the different disciplines in the comments and given us. 

I want to kind of apologize to you guys for not coming here with the consensus because I've been appearing in front of this body for over 35 years. This body and predecessors, and predecessors. I want to say in 35 years there's been hundreds of cases. I think I can count on one hand the situation we are in that I've been involved in. 

Part of that is because the goal for me is not just to be an advocate for my client, but I try to look at the big picture. I'm part of the community, part of the fabric of what we're doing here including the people who will come up and raise objections. And I respect what they say. 

In fact I have neighbors and friends that live on that lake form a spent time in that lake. I want to apologize upfront for the fact that I couldn't succeed in getting you a consensus. I guess it happens but not very often in my course. I'm sorry for that. 

I want to say we made an effort. I want you to understand that I think we made an effort and you may hear some people say it wasn't good enough, that's fine. Everybody's got their own opinion. But I think we made an effort. In at least two meetings with folks that live out by the lake including the immediate neighbors that don't live on the lake, adjacent to S I'm going to go through some of the things that were said to us in the things we did in response to those things. 

One thing I want to do following up from what Clay was saying, he's talking about planning consistency, that's the bedrock of what we do in the land-use world. The land development code is sort of the playbook, and the cop plan is like the Bible. You look for the gospel that's going to guide you to go through and apply those rules we are talking about. 

There's four things I highlighted, and clay is important, and all of these come under the heading of comprehensive plan consistency. 

These are findings and conclusions that were reached not just by clay but his professional staff and I want to read them to you. And I want to editorialize. What I want to do first is read verbatim. 

"The amendment does not have an adverse impact on, and protect natural resources and ecosystems." Number two. "The amendment promotes effective and cost-effective provision or extension for public infrastructure and services." Number three. "A balance of land uses to create some the demands for the residential base of the nonresidential needs of the area." I'll say that one again to make sure I get it absolutely right. 

"The amendment creates a balance of land uses based on the demands of the residential population, some of whom are here, for the nonresidential needs of the area." Which is what we are bringing. 

The last one is probably the most important. "The amendment creates"I'm sorry. "It is compatible with nearby and budding land uses and can coexist with relative proximity to each other in a stable fashion over time such that no use is unduly negatively impacted, directly or indirectly by another use." 

That's why we are here. That statement, that conclusion, that finding by your professional staff based on planning concepts, which is what we are here talking about, says it all. I want to sit down but I probably should sit down. That's kind of it. 

But what I will say is, you know, the person who talks about adverse impacts on the environment, that really rang true to us when we spoke to people who live around the lake. I am almost sure that the lake is not publicly accessible. 

At least in my experience. There are no public beach ramps or anything. The people on those legs have been very fortunate. I have been fortunate as a guest of the people who can live there. It's water you can drink. It is absolutely beautiful, a springfed lake. 

We took that into consideration in our decision here. To make sure we would deal with stormwater prevention, floodwater prevention. But the quality of water that leaves the site will not have an adverse effect. When Clay Ervin gave you the very definitive statement about this not having a detrimental effect, it's because of that. 

The second one it talks about the water and sewer availability, etc. There was some conversation and maybe some of the details that talk about septic tanks on this property. That is not the case. If you look through your background materials, you will see that the County staff has required us to extend water lines and sewer lines to this property. 

That is one of the reasons why you like the affordable housing project. They had to extend sewer lines. That is certainly something that is beneficial to the quality of the lake. We understand what they do. 

The balancing of the land uses and demands created were here to bring you a product. This guy does not want the land and will not invest in this facility if there is not a market for it. We hear them say that we do not need the self storage. We have plenty of land and whatever. We do not really need it. 

While, I do not think he would be here if there is not a coming need. We have about 600 new homes around the lake. I know that is what probably got some of these folks advocated and I think that is an important thing. They are going to be in a place to and we said this a lot but when we build these projects, you start to see the neighborhood work together. 

There are less people with staff out in the yard who used to be together. They all had junk out and put it in self storage. I think there is a positive effect and that this conclusion that staff had reached is a part of that. 

So the last one has to do with how we can coexist. I want to spend a little bit of time going through the sort of conversations that we had with the neighbors. Some of them are going to say that we did not have a formal meeting and we did not send certified mail notices or others. 

As far as I know, the county has not adopted a policy or rule that says you do not have to do that. I have done it for a number of years. Having the neighborhood meeting before you go to the board is in our best interest. We try to do our best to satisfy them. 

In this case, good friends of mine live on the lake and I have spent many times at their place. I have been thankful to have the opportunity to be in the lake, as mentioned. I want to say that a dozen or two dozen people showed up. I knew that the lake was important to those guys and their neighbors. We had not bought the property yet. 

We said to go sit down and talk about what we were planning. We actually brought, if you see the picture here, this is similar to what we brought to the neighborhood meeting. This is a revised version as a result of the meeting. There is a self storage facility that Scott is building on the Spruce Creek Road in Port Orange. 

This is a really nice residential neighborhood and we had a meeting with them, in fact, before we got the approval in Port Orange. Everybody left shaking hands. And they didn't want more people living there, dumping onto their street. 

At the end of the day, I think the biggest thing that came out of it was that we would like to have it done a little differently. One is that we change the architecture. You see now the massaging of the building itself. What you see is what you got. 

Again, we talked about the PD concept. You are aware but for the folks who do not know, a planned development is essentially accustomed swift property. A written agreement that becomes your rulebook. Then there are plans that become the plans you have to live by. That is what we are looking at here. 

I think the days of these orange rollup doors on the self storage facilities are gone. People like Scott rebuilding nice facilities that look nicer than the homes that are here. Frankly, I think you guys understand that by their nature, to be convenient and accessible, they need to be somewhat near the homes. 

That is where people are storing them. The other big elephant in the room, for sure, is transportation. If you could drive up and down the road a couple of times, it's dizzy. My friends who live on the lake, just to come out of the driveway a lot of the time you have to wait five minutes. It is a very busy area. 

So knowing that, not only did we realize that this would be the quietest and least impactful type of use from a transportation standpoint other than possibly a cemetery which we do not want any more of necessarily. We came forward with the traffic study. So at the end of my presentation, I will talk to you a little bit about that. 

A lot of people will say that that is something that came out of a book and we don't believe it. But if you intuitively think about if you have ever seen a self storage facility, a lot of the time you do not see them. They blend in. If you ever love to see people come in and out of them, hardly ever. 

Scott actually keeps track of the people who go through the gate. In addition to looking at the Cyclopedia, we have the transportation impact. The Institute of transportation engineers manual. In addition to that, we did some of our own. He will talk to you about that and give you some good information to think about. Anytime, I have done a lot of these self storage facilities in lots of different jurisdictions. 

Inevitably, people think there's going to be crying. Somebody will go out there and something will happen that involves crime. What you will see is that it is in fact not the case. If you either talk to your public safety folks or hear from any of the folks who may speak on that subject, it just doesn't happen. 

If you look at the site plan that Parker will show you next, it is essentially a compound. It is made of walls, building walls, and is completely surrounded on four sides with one gait. One way in, one way out. If you don't have the card, you can't get in. 

Unlike a lot of other types of facilities like the convenience store that could get built here under the current existing land use, it's not wide open. It's very self-contained. So we talked about the land and water quality. Stormwater runoff is a big thing. We have flooding and worry about runoff. Everybody is focused on it right now. 

What we did is, I mentioned, Jeff Brower came out and looked at the property with us. One of the primary things he was focused on was storm water and flooding. We enlisted Parker to not only make sure his system was up to all of the various standards that are required but that it is upgraded. 

We are above code, if you will. He will explain that to you guys again. He is trying to make sure that the lake stays clean. When you look at this rendering, you do not really get a perception because it is not three-dimensional, excuse me, of the setback. 

Originally I believe we were 35 feet to set the building back. Neighbors said they would rather have it much further back. We asked Parker to just try to move things around on the site which he will explain to you when he has a site plan in front of me. More of the stormwater will be towards the front. 

We have trees, open stormwater area, and the building is 125 feet back. We pushed away back to get it out of everybody's view. I do not think Scott is happy about it because he will spend a lot of money on architecture. If you look at the site and drive down the road, it's a blanket of trees on the front. We will not touch those trees other than getting in the driveway. 

This is not realistic probably because you will not see most of it. But we are doing both of those things. Setback, architecture, and landscape/preservation. When we are going to the space, most self storage facilities have a place for boat storage outdoors. 

Usually inside of the compound, sometimes they are wide open or covered with shed roof. I think it was very appropriate and an astute comment by couple of the folks we met with to say, "hey, that is all well and good but people can't see it." 

That people who are going to get their boats out every weekend will likely create more traffic on our road. That made sense and we said, "alright, we will not do that." If you think about that, that is a pretty big source of revenue for this project and we took it off the table. 

And similar to Port Orange, which I just told you about, you will see the construction very soon. It had retail all in front of it. Offices and retail. Port Orange wanted that. They wanted to Dunlop and an active urban area. In this case, we showed that originally and they said, "we do not think we want that either. It creates more traffic." 

We took that off the table. Lighting is another equation. In a sense, we made it so that it is safe enough but nobody will see the lighting. The site plan originally had a driveway coming in on the right side of your picture there, into the gated area. 

The driveway on state Route 44 is just going to be another driveway. You know? Every driveway you put on a road that is heavily traveled, that creates more congestion. We made an agreement with the next-door neighbor to do a driveway that where the animal hospital is. We are going to use their driveway. We will not have our own driveway at all. 

We do have an emergency access area on the other side. If a fire truck needs to come in, we have emergency access. Hours of operation was another consideration. We limited it to 6 AM-10 PM, no evening use, if you will. So, the domino effect for commercial intrusion has been one of the objections that have come. 

I think it started to ring true with certain people. I think if you think about it the way that Clay said it, it starts to sound like it could be an intrusion of something. But what is that intrusion? It's a label. To use the label, "commercial", that is all we had available to us. 

If we had time, I would probably rewrite the code to say this is a different category. Whatever you want to call it. "Low impact storage." Something. If that was the category and it truly did only what we are proposing here, that is. Nothing else. I think we may have gotten a different reception. 

That is sort of water under the bridge at this point. So, Clay's description of how we limited ourselves is probably the most important thing for you to think about. When somebody talks with the domino effect of commercial in the neighborhood, remember that he said we are not doing any residential. 

It specifically says nobody is doing apartments, townhomes, or residential here. We will not have the drips or toilet flushing that comes from that. No retail. No offices except for the office at the entrance to the facility. No industrial uses allowed on this property. 

When you boil it down to just what we are doing, this is low impact development. Without question. You know? We talked about the idea that it cleans up the neighborhood. I am hoping that folks will have 600 new houses and will want their neighborhood to stay clean up and have the opportunity to have storage as well. 

Parker, I have been talking about the plans and your work in abstract. If you would not mind showing us. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. On the design engineer. Always a pleasure following Rob, he does a great job. What you see below is the animal hospital and their existing driveway. Rob mentioned we will be utilizing their driveway to access. There will be an office here and this is a stabilized, it will actually be soldered but stabilized with a gate in case that driveway is blocked during an emergency there will be a secondary means of access. Something we do pretty common residential subdivision, you guys have seen that. 

The site falls 4 to 5 feet from the back to the front. It naturally drains to New York Avenue. Another thing to point out is this is in zone X. You've been hearing a lot about flooding. A lot of zone A. This is the good stuff. Zone X is outside the 100 year floodplain. The site as it exists is not flood prone. 

If you flip it over and look at the site is pretty heavily wooded, but what's interesting when you drill down on the survey there's oak trees that were planted in rows. I heard different theories on why. Shade for orange trees and other things, but when you look at the existing trees on site they are basically in rows. They were planted by man, not nature. 

The county has a requirement that you have to maintain 15% of the tree area on the site. Typically on projects like this we might have 10 to 20 foot side yard setbacks. As Rob mentioned, maybe 30 foot setback on the front. The perimeter buffers are 35 feet, and that does a couple of things with the drainage that I want to go into a little bit. 

You got the adjacent properties behind it, to the sides of it, and with those natural areas running down both sides of the proposed building you end up not having a possibility to block drainage from the sides or behind. 

Rob had mentioned going above code. When we do drainage design, and I have to admit I'm probably responsible for at least 1/3 of the things you guys see and build. We designed drainage to meet various people's requirements. 

This one we front on our overflow will go into the DOT system. We have to demonstrate to the DOT DOT Road, so we are going to need the DOT, thereafter analyze. Predevelopment discharge does not exceed post development discharge. Similarly with Volusia County you guys evaluate a 25 year storm. In addition to the peak discharge you guys also look at what's called differential volume. We are not allowed to put more volume in a 25 year event in the post development over what the predevelopment would allow. 

Last one is the St. Johns River water management District. They looked at a 25 year storm. This property is subject to some new regs called nutrient loading which basically means you cannot do a lake wet detention because it's not efficient and removing nutrients. 

So, the proposal, flip it back over, dry retention pond in the front. And then in the courtyards between the buildings they are paved. It will be inlets with perforated pipe and rock which is a couple of things. It gives the required volume in the pipe in the rock, but also extricate the water around the water table. 

The water in those perforated pipes helps the dry retention pond drawdown and provides additional nutrient removal. The other thing I want to mention is we come up with the volume required to meet everybody's code. Your engineers, DOT drainage engineers, and the county engineers. They'll look at these calculations and make sure we are doing it right. 

The client, Scott has made the commitment we are going to calculate the volume needed to meet everyone's criteria and he will have me add an additional 20%. I wasn't at any of the meetings with you guys, and I wasn't at a meeting with Mr. Brower. But it came back that we just want to make sure that we move the nutrients for the people who live by the lake. 

We are committed to go 20% more than the requirement. I think, Rob that's what you wanted to cover. 

SPEAKER: 
(away from mic) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you vice chair. Other members of the Council. (Unknown Name) Long Beach 32174. We analyze this project on the planning and rezoning sense. We sort of knew in advance, I've been doing this for 44 years now, we knew in advance that it would be low use. It's much lower than the existing land use, it's much lower in what's allowed in the existing zoning. 

We found it actually generates, single-family homes generate hundred and 86 daily trips in proposed zoning only generates hundred and 32 daily trips. I kind of knew that in advance. These very low generators. 

We studied a lot of them and studied all over the place in fact. Orange County and others. He said I'm generating less traffic than that. I said these are the national standards. (indiscernible) he said but I'm generating less, I know we are if you count the data. 

We have automatic trip recorders going in and out as well as people coming to and from their site. I said want to give me the data. He gave me two weeks worth of data in September and sure enough his project generates less than what the transportation engineer says it would generate. It's about 60% of that number, but it is less. So I would say instead of me standing before you to do something I don't usually do which is trip generation analysis including 16 homes, this gives the equivalent of 12 homes. 

Just to let you know this is a very low generator and traffic should not be an issue. Traffic obviously is an issue on state 104. There are solutions on the horizon but they are not here yet. But when it comes to uses that could be allowed on site this is definitely the lowest generation. If you have any questions for me I would be happy to answer. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
I like to answer any questions before we open it up for public comment. I will just say to close this I think you guys, especially during this last election, you talked a lot about what are we supposed to do with smart grows and not that is and what was well-to-do about it. I think we definitely all know regardless of which way we lean as it regards growth and Volusia County that it's coming. I don't think the 1000 today has slowed down from what I can tell. 

It may be slowing down some with interest rates, but I think they still want to come here. We are just try to make a place for them. I think what Scott is doing is a clean, responsible, sensitive approach to doing something in an area that people are concerned about that I think is going to bring you guys attack space, no external impacts in terms of need for police, need for garbage, need for water and sewer, need for clean water, storm water. All the things we talk about infrastructure that's the big buzzword. What's going to go on with our infrastructure. You don't have to worry about it on this one. 

This one is an example of clean, smart growth that's going to bring your tax dollars. It's that simple. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Any questions. Danny? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Is going to follow up with some of my findings and maybe take some questions before I get into some of my stuff. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Do you want to do that before hearing public comment? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I will wait until after public comment. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thanks so much. Alright, so we certainly want to provide everyone with a fair and adequate opportunity to be heard. We know we have many people here today that wish to speak. So, if you believe someone has echoed your thoughts please feel free to tell me when your name is called and you few prefer to yield your time to another speaker. 

This will allow us to proceed with these items and have respect for everyone's time. We also recognize that everyone has strong opinions and under our meeting rules I am asking that we wreathlaying from clapping or booing. We will respect each other throughout this process and demonstrate decorum. 

With that being said we have quite a few to get through. We will start with Mr. Dennis Thomas. If he's here. And we will follow up with James Doyle. Is Mr. James Doyle here? OK, thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Dennis Thomas. Make it clear that nobody has asked me to be here, I've come here because I've lived in this community 50+ years and I have a little history of everything that goes on. 

I resided here for 50 press years, retired 35 years Daytona Police Department. A member of the office reserve unit. Founder of football program West's Lucia (indiscernible) which consists of five football teams, five cheerleading squads and is still active today. 

Police force in 25 years, raise my family and have three children, two of them raising children of Volusia County and 1/3 one at the University of Florida playing for the gators. 

My wife is currently working at a school nurse and Volusia County given her 30 years of service to Volusia County. That sums up who I am. I want to thank all the members of the Council for the hard work and commitment to our community, your efforts and love for our community are not unnoticed. 

For the parting counsel, Barbara Girtman, thank you for what you have done for our community. You have a big heart with endless love. Thank you. Ms. post, Heather, I think you and your husband for all the sacrifices that you both have made to make Volusia County a better place. I know how hard you both work and it has been a pleasure serving with you both. Thank you. 

Ben Johnson and Billie Wheeler. Thank you both for your service, you two have given it your all, thank you. 

The issue is a luxury storage facility. My motivation for speaking today is very simple. I have deep roots here in our community and I want it to grow in a positive way. I'm here on my own will, no one has asked me to be here. 

Fax, Lake minimus Association against Torrance facilities near their neighborhood. B, one build a low impact source facility and Highway 44. First this is a very active for the residents of Volusia County as well as visitors. Hundreds of new homes are in the process of being built. It is simple logic. No one group should be allowed to control and make decisions. We all have a voice. We cannot stop growth, and we can use common sense when we are faced with development. In this case we have two options. 

Option one and the current zoning would allow for multiple housing units that's always been explained, luxury low impact storage facility drops. I reviewed the letter from Lake Wyndham a set Association, that includes the letter explaining why the slow impact development is good for all community, copy provided to counsel. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Can you indicate if you support? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you for time and I encourage counsel to vote yes for this low-impact facility. Yes, I supported. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, sir. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Next we have Morgan behind you. And Wendy Anderson behind her. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello there. James Doyle. Part of the 909 Hamilton Street. I've actually had the pleasure of working with the Banta core for a long time. I've seen the impact that this has had. I've seen cameras, electrical, whole nine years, top-notch. 

I have to say with some of the arguments here I agree with some but with others I don't because this facility, I do approve and agree that it needs to be here because with the growing impact and everything that's going on in our community the cost of trying to run a business and trying to keep materials so on and so forth. You are not able to get an actual so on and so forth if you can afford it. 

A lot of the people I see can actually use the storage facilities as a base for their business to start, which I think will help with growth, the whole 9 yards. I'll keep it short and sweet. Thank you very much. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. I reminded that you can provide your address but you can also simply provides the area that you are from. Megan Bowden, is she here? Okay. Followed by Wendy Anderson. 

SPEAKER: 
Hello, my name is Megan Bowden. 226 N. Road, unincorporated Volusia County. I am here to support him and his storage unit project in the land. As a Volusia County resident for over 10 years, I have seen the growth. Storage units are inevitable with this population growth and trends towards multigenerational households, making this a premium. 

Through the power of social media and the Internet, I found a position unchanged at work titled Stop High-Intensity Warehouse Facilities at Lake (Unknown Name). I question the legitimacy and signature count. This allows anybody with an email address to digitally sign with the click of a button. This is only conjecture but some of the signatures could be web searching and AI robots or single users from multiple emails. 

After all, it only takes a few moments to sign up for new email address. This can be assigned by any account holder from any residency. 15 to 20% of the total signers can be outside of Florida. Maybe 5% are outside of Volusia County and the remainder to be single accounts using fake names and email accounts. 

Next, this does not backup claims and can be considered opinion instead of fact. Due to time constraints. I have a printout of counter arguments. I met with the project owner and he answered my questions with use and countered the petition points. He is following everything that these projects must follow. 

This is a part of the land 2050 vision. He further noted the Volusia County staff of volunteers, traffic experts, and environmentalists who have agreed to continue with this project. Other staff members also recommended approval of this project from their studies. 

He is working diligently with Volusia County staff and the community to make sure this project follows all applicable laws and giving the land much needed service. The gorgeous architecture from the renderings will seamlessly fit into the community. With the new coming units in this area, I believe it will be a welcome addition in time for the occupancy of these units. 

Please take this into consideration and grant the rezoning of the parcel so Mr. manticore can continue his project and serve the community he has been a part of for so long. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Wendy Anderson, Jean (Unknown Name), and Jones Lee following her. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, I am Doctor Wendy Anderson. I live in Deland. As you all know, I am an environmental science professor in the Volusia County soil and water reservation district. I will not read my remarks because I'm quickly shifting my thinking as I hear our applicants make their presentation. 

I am intrigued by what they have described as their additional efforts to manage stormwater on the site. I am impressed with their thoughtfulness on this. On the other hand, what is trying to say to you this morning about the flooding on Taylor road is that often times, we do not address individual projects in a very holistic way. 

We do not look at the entire regional impact. We do not look at the bigger picture. And so, I want to bring you from where we were this morning to north of the extension. I want to talk about the fact that everything north of the extension has been mentioned it will flow north and east towards the lake. 

Towards the fairgrounds, towards Daytona State College, Deland. Anything. Even a small chunk like this that changes the hydrology of that larger region is going to backwater up to the north. I am worried about the houses on the east and of George Road that are already experiencing standing water. 

Even with regular afternoon storms. The C meeting occurred after Ian, before Nicole. Before we began to understand the impact these back-to-back storms can have. They are saying this is not a 100 year flood. I guarantee you regardless of statistical labels, we will have more 500 and thousand year floods within the next decade. 

We will. When I ask you to think about is that we should not let this happen to the property owners to the south and to the west. The water is going to get backed up. Let us not let them experience with the property owners along Taylor Road have experienced as a result of all residential development around that. Maybe more engineering is necessary, I don't know. 

But I feel very anxious about this. So I ask you to think about that. I will stop there, I appreciate your time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Gene (Unknown Name), Joan Lee, and Frank (Unknown Name), please. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. My name is Gene (Unknown Name), 132 Lake (Unknown Name) drive. I have lived here for early two years. This project would be very detrimental to our existing residential community. There is strong opposition from both the Lake community and more than 800 citizens around the county. 

If he is permitted to change the land use and zoning, what would prevent another developer from coming in and purchasing properties across the street where they may put an autobody store? A used car lot? A mattress firm, or another. 

The land east of Kepler would be compromised. A series of commercial and industrial sites would be the standard for our neighborhood. Why are the needs of this developer being prioritized over the needs of the community? Many of us have lived there for decades. 

We prize what we have. He is asking you to change the rules. To ignore both the current and the future land use designations in order to put down his massive warehouse. Currently, that is forbidden. There are a number of options for this property that are consistent with current and future land use. They would be significantly more desirable. How about affordable garden homes? Where we can freeze or forage and preserve the green space? We do not have a crisis of storage units. We do have a crisis of affordable housing. 

If residential option is not feasible, as a retired psychotherapist, I can attest to the fact that the community would certainly benefit from a comprehensive psychological center. Offices and medical centers are consistent with current land use. 

We have a mental health crisis in this community. Again, we do not have a storage crisis. The mental health center for the staff and social workers, psychologists, and psychiatrists. Teams, families, and other adults could have services that help them deal with life's challenges. Others may seek mental health services to help them deal with anger, anxiety, and depression caused by the uncontrolled growth in Volusia County. 

Commercial property does not belong in a residential community and there are alternatives. I urge you to vote no. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Joan Lee, Frank (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon vice chair Barbara Girtman and fellow councilmembers. My name is Joan Lee and I have resided here for over 30 years. I strongly oppose this rezoning request. This is a completely residential neighborhood and should remain so. Building on 89,000 square-foot storage facility on the site would completely change the character of our neighborhood. 

It will decrease homeowners value with other properties being rezoned as commercial. As you all know, the DL DRC recommended this land-use change because the storage facility does not serve our community. It may serve the housing developments that are being built on Martin Luther King. But it does not serve the people living in our neighborhood. 

Where it is proposed to be built. Each of these new developments currently under construction is a private community. We will not be part of their neighborhood and they will not be part of ours. Why should we be penalized by having this atrocity built so close to our homes? When the plan is for it to serve others? 

Why not build a storage facility on Martin Luther King Boulevard? Or properties by the I 94 on the properties for which this is intended? Why are properties designated as single-family homes being changed when there is already commercial property available for this type of development? People assume that the residents of this lake are against all development. That is not true. We voiced no opposition to the new animal hospital. 

It serves our neighborhood. We voiced no opposition before the building on the opposite corner. We opposed the racetrack but not the animal services on Where. That serves our neighborhood. We also support the new shopping center for the Avenue. This is also going to serve our neighborhood. Think about your own home and family. Ask yourselves if you would want your family living next to this. Would you want this commercial property built so close to your home that it will certainly decrease your property value? 

One of our primary purposes, one of the primary purposes with zoning restrictions is to protect the interest and property value of existing land owners. Sorry, from incompatible uses. This is consistent with the current, comprehensive plan and designed to conform to the local neighborhood. 

We want our neighbors living in the homes. Not commercial businesses. I want to also comment on the misrepresentation by Mr. Merrill attending the meetings with the neighbors. There was one meeting a year ago. There were not 12,000 neighbors at the meeting. There were six or seven that were specifically invited. 

Then there was one meeting on October 18 at the attorney's office. Ask yourself if this were happening in your backyard. I urge you to vote no. Thank you for your time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Frank Molnar, John Nicholson, Jan Taylor. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon councilmembers. Thank you once again for the opportunity to speak before you. I have been a resident of Volusia County since 1977. For those of you who know me, I have been very passionate about trying to move our county forward. I am before you this afternoon to voice my support for this project. The project is near multiple residential communities. These communities can use the self storage. 

This project is low impact. According to the plans, it has two sinks and two toilets. That is not a huge impact to the environment. It is my understanding that the local residents requested this be set back hundred and 25 feet from the road so you will not even see it. 

Developers made these changes and actually decreased the size of the projects to allow for a beautiful, natural buffer. Also, Midwest of the local residents, they asked the knee driveway be shared with the business owners next-door. That has been made as well. 

It is also my understanding that the developer reached out to the Sheriff's Department and the land-use department. If either of those departments would let them open a substation at their property for no charge. The project will not create very much traffic to the surrounding area and it provides a service for surrounding residents. 

The increase in the property tax will be substantial. I am not going to say that we needed at a beach, ingesting the increase will be substantial. Volusia County needs projects like this to provide a necessary service and help cover the county's current and future obligations. Thank you so much. 

SPEAKER: 
About 15/20 years ago there was a project like this proposed for West ISP just before 95 as you enter Daytona Beach. I thought the highest and best use would not be storage. It was right next to the river. There should be a restaurant there, there should be something else. I was accustomed to storage facilities in Miami-Dade. White buildings with a lot of trash and garbage outside. That's what I was thinking when the project was there. 

The guy in our planning board said take a look at this. It's not your father's warehouse, it's different. In Hyde Park if you drive in I have yet, and it's been 15 or 20 years, see a single person drive in or out, and I often see County commission reviews. I drive past it often. You will not see the traffic as you would in a house or development. 

If they rezone this to apartments, 250 and 260 apartments will create a lot of traffics and not increase the value of those homes. This is a noninvasive property. Across from my house is the Wyndham. An identical property at the other end of Ocean Avenue. That property generates $47,000 a year in taxes, that's it. That's all it generates. 

The Wyndham, 1,000,000 1/2. With other developments, water, sewer, sales of property and buying restaurants and whatnot generates about $4 million a year. This property will not lower property values, this property will raise it. And also one thing you don't consider is affordable housing. One person mentioned affordable housing. 

Housing exit expensive. My neighbors house just went up 850,000. The condos across the street, the Russian project 1.3 million. Houses are not getting cheaper but they are getting smaller. They are cutting out storage. What those people need is not less storage, more storage. More storage will allow them to have homes they can afford because the storage space is not wasted in the homes. Those that need it can go out and get it from affordable housing storage units. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Jim Cameron. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, I am Jim Cameron. Jim Cameron consulting, Hollow Hill. I know you got emails in opposition to that project, and I can respect that, but I've got here in hand about 15 or so emails that I've gotten so far, and I have more coming, I don't know what you all have got, but like I say these emails are coming that I have from businesspeople and residents of East Volusia and West Volusia. We've got a mix in here of emails and other messages in here I know that you all have received. 

That said, one message that I particular, and it's from somebody who's a resident, and they had said that look, we've got the Federal Reserve increasing interest rates, so it's going to be more difficult to borrow money. And we've got 8% or so 40 year high inflation. That's going to mean more expensive building materials, the cost of those building materials. 

I'm not so sure about the state of Florida right now, like Rob pointed out, but you got economists out there they're saying, and this conversation is on the way, with all of this that's being said in the circumstances we have a turbulent economy. 

I know we've got agencies out there trying to seek investors to the state of Florida in Volusia County. A lot of those companies but those turbulent times we have are reassessing their plans, rethinking plans about coming to Volusia. We got somebody here looking to invest now $20 million in Volusia County. That's important though because 6 million of that is going to be used for construction workers. We are talking a couple of hundred construction workers for about 12 months or so at a pay rate of $25 an hour. 

That is extremely important to me because I want to see those working families, whatever that recession how long it's going to be, I want to make sure those working families have that paycheck coming into their household. And for this reason especially I urge your support. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Is it Ann Guinan? And Cheryl Reed? Followed by Keri. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, everybody. I want to stand in support of this facility. I went let you know I work at the Daytona Beach facility. I have read the protests against and I understand because I often work for other storage facilities and corporations, and I understand how they were run. However I have been with this now for three years and there definitely a different facility. Keep a nice spot let's clean facility, excellent security, we do not allow the wild things that go on some of the other facilities on our properties. I've been managing for three years and at the risk of the boss hearing this I spend most of my days twiddling thumbs and playing cards. 

They go out of their way to help community. We help at the Daytona Police Department, they have a department they use at their facility for their extra needs. They've always been generous to the communities. They have as you see, I have to keep reiterating, they have changed their plans to try and appease the neighbor in anyways that they can. They will always do that and they do keep a good property. Thank you for your time and I hope you will vote for the property. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Cheryl Reed? 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. I myself have been looking into locating from West Palm. I'm staying with family and moved here from Massachusetts this year. I have found the land to be an area where I feel I can fit in. 

I am unable to have a large home which has storage, however for me to get an extra bedroom would cost me an extra $1000 a month. I do utilize storage and to pay $100 a month versus $1000 a month would be much more affordable for me. I see that you do have other storage units here in town. They are not as accommodating as what I have done in my research and they do have some problems, there's a lot of complaints and specific ones. I cannot find many complaints, if any, on the new storage property which if I were to stay with them I would have to travel from Maine, like Daytona would be the closest I would go to which could be with gas and time and cost for myself. 

I hope that you do vote for storage company. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Terry Howell and Amanda Bryden followed by John (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
I name is Terry Howell. Volusia County. I am for the storage unit. I hesitate at the term many warehouse because the storage facility you saw up there was nothing like what you see on the signs. I think it's really misleading. There's a lot of different options and companies that build along this road, but storage is extremely well-kept and community serving business that you wouldn't have to worry about in this community as previously stated earlier. 

It's a great company. I doubt you'll find anybody that would go to the extent that they have gone to try to meet the community's concerns and needs, listening to your other meetings that you've had there's a real emphasis on the stormwater and drainage. Not even just because of hurricanes but before that. They really gone to a lot of effort to make sure that they are not increasing that problem. 

This business really has the heart for charitable purposes also. I work in the facility on Palm Coast. In two years they've donated 27 units or more, that's 8300 forfeited income for the Rotary club, for the Christmas event that they do to collect the presence, and to give out to the kids. They've done that more than just once. And at extreme expense to the company. 

They really do have a heart for the community. I just feel like it's a great opportunity, it's a really good company and facility that's really conscientious. When someone walks into the facility that the problem needing storage their problem is my problem and together we see what we can do to solve their problem. I feel there's a lot of moving in the community or moving out of the community, combining households in this economy, there's a lot of different ways where people have storage issues and I feel like they need somebody to walk alongside them and that's what I feel like my job is. I feel proud to be part of this company so help you keep that in mind. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Amanda (Unknown Name). Is she here? John Wine? Is he here? Barbara Gray? She here? I'm sorry? Oh, I'm sorry. How are you? 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Barbara Groh. I have worked with the vendor core brothers for 18 years. For seven of those years I've been district manager of all five of their locations. We are getting ready to build our sixth one in Don Lawton. 

I was going to talk about what everyone else talked about, but I had heard of your warning don't repeat myself. What I want to tell you is a lot of the people have a misconception of storage units. 

Ours is immaculate, it's beautiful, and I don't know about you if you do have storage how often you visit your Christmas/seasonal decorations. It's such a low impact as far as traffic going through. We make it very convenient for our clientele to call over the phone and make payments, go online and make payments, send checks. We do not see them very often, although we do talk to them on the phone. Once a month we get to know them. 

We do have businesses like plumbers, electricians, local people that have their businesses that they need to store supplies. So, those are the ones that come in. Once in the morning to pick up their supplies and then to drop them off. We get to know those people. 

When I say we get to know the customers we have such excellent customer service. As soon as we open a facility such as done on we are your out. Very first thing I did was join the chamber. 

I love to party and be festive, and so what I do is we joined the chamber. I go to every organization, but I also send out invitations to the current customers and bring them along. We put up a tent, they come out, they support each city and community. 

One other thing is that every facility that we have we donate. We have the Daytona Police Department, the (unknown term) Police Department, they have units at our facility. We have the Rotary club, we have all these. LPGA stores their belongings, (unknown term), their faculty stores stuff there. 

It's a benefit for all the businesses in your area. We help out and that's what we love to do. So, thank you so much. I am definitely for this. And when we do open please come see us. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Jane (Unknown Name), Frank. First, Jane Towery. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, my name is Jane. I am third-generation. I have seen the gambit of our nice, clean little town grow into something that is just bursting at the seams. I live on the lake. New York Avenue on the lake. Like Wendy Anderson, I was going to speak on something else but after hearing so many things, I might change course. 

I am going to change course because I would like to know how many of those people have the storage shed down the street from them? My biggest concern is the zoning change. The building is beautiful. I was part of the initial crew that came and listened to Scott and everyone. 

Excuse me. I saw the rendering. I have nothing against that. However, this is a zoning change. This is not building it on something that is designated commercially. This is a completely different ballgame. It just does not belong there. 

We can talk about traffic or this, that, and the other. I will not go there. But also, there are alternate locations. When it comes to mind is the god-awful hotel out there by the exchange. Nobody would bother, or be upset, if they tour that down and did whatever they need to do and felt it there. 

Close to 472 and Kepler. There are better locations for this project then write down the street, to have a zoning change. Just to bounce all over the place, I do have a copy of our petition that was online. I would be happy to give that to you all. 

You can see that there are some that are out of town, out of state. They are snowbirds, relatives of snowbirds that come to visit. People who reached out. I do not have any backup to say that there are multiple people who signed it several times, I do not have that. 

The comments are all, "we are tired of this. We are so tired of the developer coming in and getting their way." I know we have several people leaving. I would think it would be wonderful for your legacy to be able to say, "you know what? I worked for the people." 

I would really like the consideration to be to think about what you are doing for the public. I guess I am out of time, that is that. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Frank? And Colby, then Rob. 

SPEAKER: 
First of all, I am an active member of Volusia County. I know the project managers and have taken the following to the project. More so, out of curiosity. I have no interest or personal gain from what I am going to tell you. I want to share some thoughts that I have. 

First of all, I do not want to cover multiple things twice. I will just kind of speak on the impacts with a personal earning and personal property values. I would like to say that clearly, not all commercial development is the same. This is low impact development. 

If I lived in this community, I would be concerned about values as well. However, in my opinion, I do not feel like this project will impact anybody's property values on the lake. This is a very, you know, a very low impact. Sorry, I am just skipping around. I do not want to say a few things more than once. 

But one other thing that I want to add is that the county has and I say the county, but I'm in the land development office. They have approved numerous impunity's alter the area up and down Kepler and Martin Luther King. 

You know, there is an existing need for this property to keep the community free and clear. Stuff like that. So I am here just to ask you to support the project and agree with the land development office and approve. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Is Colby here? What about Rob Mittleman? Nancy (Unknown Name)? 

SPEAKER: 
Hello, Nancy. 2015 E. New York Avenue. I want to make a comparison between a 2020 amendment and rezoning request for parcel in Daytona. The Daytona parcel had a future land use of ULI like ours but was rezoned for commercial space. In contrast, our land is residential. 

This was far more commercialized. The developer proposed a storage facility on that site. County staff had the same concerns as they have here. They wanted to asterisk this in a similar way. Residents were against it. Back in 2020, councilmembers had this to say and I quote. 

Heather Post, "the fact that we have concerns with the residence, I am not comfortable with the piece kneeling of this at the time. My response would be negative. When we talk about 12, three or 15 neighbors may not be happy with this coming into the area, I have to tell you I really take much to that. 

When a person invests in the house, they are not just investing in the house. They are investing in the home. A place to live in Volusia County. That is their entire life. It's really important what residents think. Even though we have to look at things on a broad scale, as to the community, I think it's very important that we listen to the messages from the residents in the area as well. 

I see several things where the residents are not happy. It's not a negative against the storage facility, specifically. It's just that we need to listen to the people. I want you to know I have listen to everyone today but I still have to vote no." 

Councilmember Barbara Girtman said, "I have the same concerns. I want to be considerate of the residence. Not that this is not beneficial, it is 85,000 ft.Â² versus 35. That is a residential area. It has an impact. Less of an impact but most storage facilities have big lights, a lot of visibility. 

They can impact that area. I cannot support it at this time." Councilmember Johnson, "if I lived there, I would rather have this but we have to work with the people. It is a good project but we work for the people. We have not seen public support for this and that is a problem. I will have to vote against. The people at the neighborhood are those who will have to live with what is there." 

Councilmember Wheeler, "it is unfortunate somebody has a piece of property they want to develop. That is not why we're here. We are here to listen to the community. It certainly looks great but I am thinking about the community that has to watch the big trucks coming to unload their staff, headed in the facility, and each of those storage things. At this point, I will have to be in disagreement with this." 

In closing, the vote was 7-04 denial. The parables are too much to deny. It makes less sense here when we have a parcel half the size. There is a roadway that is far more consistent with a slow residential land. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Please represent whether you are for or against. 

SPEAKER: 
Against. The Council set a precedent and ask you to be consistent. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Daniel (Unknown Name)? Followed by Jill Steiner. 

SPEAKER: 
I do support this project. The reasons that Mr. Merrill outlined. I want to adhere to be brief, this is an A team here. I have developed with some of these people in my life. These are the people that you want on your team. All of them, this is the people you want. 

Whatever they say they will do, they will. You do not have to hold their feet in a fire. They will do it whether it's landscaping, drainage, operation. These are the kind of people you want to approve. I do support the project. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Is Jill Skinner here? Is Gary Brassard here? Which one? Gary? Okay. So, (Unknown Name) follows. 

SPEAKER: 
I had written down good morning but I will say good afternoon now. My name is Gary Brassard, a longtime resident of this lake community. Over 55 years. When we moved out here, this lake is not what it was today. It's going to go on to be different in 10 years. 

We've been hearing about these issues all day from the community. I have been a part of that community. The things that Terry said in reference to community, as a cheerleader for this, I am saying the same thing as community for the lake. We are a tightknit community. 

A community that was developed and designed back in 1955. Because a developer wanted to build an apartment type community on the west shores of the lake. Back in 1955, the elected officials, with their vision, insight, and values said it is not the right thing in this place. 

I hope that you all feel the same way. What we have done is that this lake was incorporated. Not incorporated, it is a civic organization. It is not a homeowners association. It is strictly trying to protect the people who live in the community. What makes that community a community? 

Of course, it's the people. We have to be careful. I hate to say this, you are all doing a great job with what you do. But they are self-serving. They are not a community. They have a community where they live but this week is the community where we live. 

That is what we are trying to do. We want to establish what is right for our community who lives there right now. The residents that each one of you referred to considering the last building. Just like all of Volusia County, we continue to bring young families and raise young children in the community environment. 

Helping young families and all other surrounding areas. Cleanups, waterskiing lessons, book drives, toys for tots, collection, and the beloved annual summer picnic and Christmas party which we have this Friday night. It's all family affairs. 

We also have special productions. Let me tell you, this is really, really good. We did the Wizard of Oz, on the water. Nobody got hurt. I request each one of you, in the best interest of our community in mind, the directors of this lake voted to propose this particular project at the location. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Astrid, Gunderson, J lawyer. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, Madam Chairman. And members of the County Counsel. I would like to thank you all for your service to Volusia County. You have done an outstanding job and we really appreciate it. Thank you very much. My name is Astrid, I live at 113 Drive. I moved to the land in 1989, built my house on the lake in 1992 and I have lived there ever since. 

I am here today to speak against the proposed land use amendment for construction on the 89,000 square-foot mini warehouse in my neighborhood. To be perfectly clear, and the post about the proposed land use amendment and the warehouse. 

My reasons for opposing the land use amendment are set forth in my recent email to the County Council. I believe you all received a copy of that. First and foremost, the proposed land use amendment is a very Academy of spot planning. Not spot zoning, spot planning. 

To illustrate my point, I prepared an exhibit that shows exactly what that looks like. Think it got passed out so you have a copy of it. A picture is worth a thousand words, Hope you look at it. Second, the scale is completely incompatible with surrounding residential uses. 

It defies logic and common sense to suggest that a massive commercial development would provide a perfect transition between the animal hospital on the corner and all of the single-family residence surrounding this property. 

If this is such a good idea, why not amend the comprehensive plan to permit many warehouses as transitional uses all over the county? I do not think your staff would propose that. Third, this project proposes no benefit to our neighborhood. 

It is intended to serve apartment dwellers and residents of restricted communities in other areas. This will only drop new traffic to our neighborhood. That would not otherwise be going there. Finally, I urge the County Council to reject the proposed finding and footnote to the future land use map that it is sufficient to protect the character of surrounding residential properties. 

I ask you, how does this footnote make many warehouses more compatible with the surrounding residential community? How does that work? And what exactly is self storage space as opposed to a mini warehouse? You are asking for both. Does that include self storage of boats, trailers, RVs and light trucks. They say they are not going to do that as... MA out of time? Very quickly I submit we should not rule by exception. 

The comprehensive plan is intended to be for development and it should not be riddled with exceptions by footnotes to the future land use map which are practically impossible to find or understand. Thank you very much for your time and attention. Happy to answer any questions. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Dan Gunderson, Jay Lawyer and Steve (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
I'm Dan Gunderson. Five houses away from this unit. I am here to speak about the scale. To give you a perception in terms of understanding scale comparison. First of all, the animal hospital that was built three years ago is 8000 ft.Â². You can see this building is not equal, it's not twice as big, if not three times or four times as big, not five times as big, not six times as big, not seven times as big, not eight times as big, not nine times as big, if not 10 times as big 11 times as big as the animal hospital. 

I think you've already seen the scale there. But let's look at where we are standing right now. In this building. This proposed unit is three times as large as the footprint of the building we are standing in. Just imagine three of these buildings standing on this site. That's what you're going to be voting for. This is not consistent with our (indiscernible). Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. J Lawyer, Steve (Unknown Name) and Marion (Unknown Name)? 

SPEAKER: 
Madame vice chair and members of the County Counsel. My name is Jake Lawyer. I live at Lake (Unknown Name). Why this parcel and precedent? A lot of people talk about this today. Is it for this, does it fit that? There are so many other parcels of land that are close by that are already zoned appropriately and ready to use and built to serve the community for this purpose.\ 

I don't think it's a question of equality. Think quality would be great, but the president. What's the risk of creating a local precedent of unraveling the current County comprehensive plan and what it stands for? Why make an exception to law here when this purpose could be served nearby, serve the community and not require a change. 

I suggested that he knew full well going in and they took a gamble. Because they knew the way it was owned. They knew how the land was to be purposed. If this plan goes through we will all be tied pertinently to the consequences of this decision for generations to come. That is all of us. 

What the west side of Lake Winamac set in your gate we will look like in five, 10, 20 years will be decided today here. What will be the legacy left behind for this beautiful lake and its surrounding communities? I will close with a deep concern for the potential precedent. 

Because precedent, as each of you know and we've learned in life, is a double edge sword that affords necessary and critical change to take place. However the consequences of doing so can lead down a road that may then give others later the ability to take us all in directions we never intended. Hence the need for comprehensive planning. 

The overarching question I propose for each of you on this counsel may be as simple, but yet as complex as this. Will you set for your community families a continued legacy of legal precedent by finding a better solution nearby for the location of a project, which may well be needed, but not here. 

Or will you set a new precedent with unintended consequences for all of us? A precedent of industry and commercialization to the very neighborhoods and communities our charters were sworn to protect. I ask you to proceed with extreme caution and do not approve this change, because if you approve this change you may well leave an indelible mark you did not intend for decades to come. 

You will then be bound by that decision and so will we all. The choice is yours, and our community is in your hands. But I do think each of you, and I mean that from the bottom of my heart. I said earlier the getting no respect. You guys have a difficult job. Many of you have lifelong service history to this community. I thank you for your time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Steve staker? Is he here? No? OK, Marion. Is she here? John Ingle and Loretta (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. I am Marion. The live unlike when Emma set drive. We lived there since October 1994. While the land has grown significantly in this time our surrounding neighborhoods as well as our own have maintained their extraordinarily friendly and residential feel to them. 

Hopeful morning joggers, moms and dads of baby carriages, and citizen rescues of errant turtles in the street are part and parcel of our lives here and no one wants to see that change. 

I fail to see what a large ministorage facility located here offers to us and to other single-family residential communities in close proximity. Into the City of DeLand itself. 

All over Central Florida signs are going up welcoming drivers to this or that community. Imagine if you will a welcome to DeLand, the Florida sign followed a few feet down the road by an enormous storage space and parking lot covering over 4 1/2 acres in our residential neighborhood. 

Ask yourselves, does this even make sense? I think not. I think we can do better than this. I am impressed with the work that this group has done. I think this facility looks like a good one. I think it's in the wrong place. For sure, it's in the wrong place. 

It offers only adverse impacts and disruption of existing neighborhoods. There is certainly a place for something like this but it is not here. Thank you all for listening into your service. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
John Ingle? 

SPEAKER: 
I grew up on the lake and the previous president and current president of the Association. Here for the representative of the hundreds of residents that live around the lake and the surrounding neighborhood. This is an established community. At one time it was its own town with the post office 100 years ago. 

I am also real estate appraiser and so I say this from that perspective as well, I have appraised facilities like this before. Future land use is supposed to be the broad brush stroke of land. You don't say this parcel is this and this parcel is that, that's the role of zoning. If you look at the future land use map we have large creek tracks and strips along highways. If you look at the map appear basically everything there is zone for future land use plan, ULI for low intensity suburban. 

If this is approved that will be a big red spot in the middle of the map, that is spot zoning and it is not allowed in the county. The site should be developed under the current comprehensive plan, whatever that may be. Constitution delegates power through Congress to the states through local governments, comprehensive plan is law and we need to follow it. 

While the law provides avenues for change there must be overwhelming reason to do so. Is the current planning consistent with users, is it fragmented? Legislative changes necessitating exchange? No. The current plan is not overly restricted, and manages everything in the neighborhood. There are two gas stations on the west side of Kepler Road developed for URI. Veterinary office with ULI, all the suburban areas developed with ULI. 

The developer bought this piece of property and it's not intended for this use. The advantage to one landowner who would benefit from rezoning should not outweigh the harm to many existing residents, one of the primary purposes of zoning restrictions is to protect the interest and property values of existing landowners from incompatible and/or noxious uses. 

The change would send a signal to allow other properties in here. You will get approached by another developer saying, "Hey, you gave them commercial. We want commercial for tire kingdom or insert commercial project here." This makes all the homes surrounding useless. 

It also represents what's called an external obsolescence which is a form of depreciation caused by factors not on the property itself such as environmental, social forces. The homeowner cannot reverse this loss by spending money to fix it. The example would be a noisy bar or industrial uses. Many warehouses noted within any other warehouse project. Smaller unit sizes and more individual users. The surrounding uses of a property with homebuyers and appraisers can attract relative to alternatives. 

In essence the presence of an external obsolescence accelerates the depreciation of the surrounding homes. It's a downward spiral for the residential community. There plenty of examples throughout Volusia County, once desirable neighborhoods once ruined by bad use plan. This is a bad use plan. These vote no. 

SPEAKER: 
Loretta Arthur, (Unknown Name) Lewis and Raymond (Unknown Name). His Loretta here? (Unknown Name) Lewis? Followed by Edith Shelley. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. (indiscernible) I have been in so many situations in the last 30 to 43 years. I have seen all kinds of things happen in every county and town and been in. The citizens always have the right to speak. But when it really comes down to it business is business and that's a fact because without business, what do you have? Nothing. 

You have no workers. You have a lot of people laying around (indiscernible) will it's one of the reasons why developers develop towns. I grew up in a town three people bought and got the land. It became a town. A small town. There's always an exception. You have to keep the respect. When you keep the respect you have a respectful town. 

I'm for this project. My stepdad and his family owned a big portion of South Florida town I grew up in. He sold land to the gas station. That man built a little small warehouse system right next to my house. It didn't cause one single problem. It didn't bring anybody in to cause crime. It actually helped the neighborhood. 

I have so many projects I work on. I've done residential most of my life. I've done restaurants and dance clubs. I have done bars. I have done liquor stores, gas stations, you name it. In 43 years, I have been a designer. 

I am for this project because these people are on the top of their game and I like people who are on the top of their game. I don't like people who do not know what they are talking about hearing and saying things. 

This will help that community and help everybody else got stuff in their garage they've never seen in 15 years. 

When families have to downsize, they have to clean out the garage. They have to clean out that closet to fit the family member back and that's having troubles. I have seen every single thing. 

When you do not let business happen, your town dies. I've watched towns die because of that. Because they did not want change. I'm sorry, but money has to move. And life moves forward, not backwards. 

I can show you and tell you about my stepdad. I can tell you about my father, a truck driver his whole life â€“ same thing, you stop business, you have the entire town going backwards, the town will die. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Raymond Struthers, Edith Shelley, and (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon Vice Chair Girtman, and also the members of the Council. You received an email from me to vote on this project is to live at 2624 (Unknown Name) Drive, DeLand. 

(Indiscernible) there are two organizations there. Much of which has taken place with information coming through the civic organization and not the sources presented... I will be very brief because you have heard much of what I can repeat to you but I'm asking you to vote no on the land change and vote no on this project. 

There are other opportunities in the county and if you do research you will find a suitable property that could accommodate the many warehouses. Thank you for your time. 

Before I sit down, let me also say thank you very much for the honor you gave to the veterans this morning. That was a beautiful thing you did this morning. I'm a 30 year military veteran myself and what you did this morning and honouring veterans, I appreciate it very much. Thank you. Look forward to working with you. Thank you very much. I appreciate all that you do. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Edith Shelley, Stony, Richard? 

SPEAKER: 
Edith Shelley for the record, I am a member of the PLDRC. For the record, I am not here on behalf of the PLDRC, I am here as an individual citizen of Volusia County. 

I want to thank all of you for being here. I know you have a lot to come after this. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Very briefly, this project is the definition of a low-impact development. Things that we look at as low-impact have to do with our portable water, our stormwater, and our traffic. 

This project, as presented to you in other areas, would be considered or could even be considered a ULI - an urban low intensity development. 

It is the way our codes are in this county. As it is presented today, in many other areas, would be considered ULI and fit that category. 

There is very little water usage here as related to any other development that could go on this exact parcel of land. You have 4.8 something acres. There will be two sinks and two toilets. 

There will be sharing and egress and ingress onto a major road. There will be no additional egress and ingress on this road. It will also â€“ the traffic will not be exponentially increased in any way. 

The stormwater, the drainage system they are putting here will allow less impact than is currently possible with the vacant land that is here. So, those are the three things, one of the three things, when I was looking the project, you have to look at all of these things and I understand the concerns of neighbourhoods â€“ I have too been a neighbourhood person speaking before a council. 

Thank you for your time and attention. I appreciate the time you put into this. There is a lot of things to consider. I thank you. Bye. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Stoney Sixma, and others. 

SPEAKER: 
How am I supposed to back that up? Stoney Sixma, lifetime resident of Volusia County and I am also PLDRC. I am one of the people that did vote in support of this. I think it is the perfect spot for it. 

We look for always low impact to neighbourhoods. And compared to housing development and whatnot, I think that this is pretty much meets what we are looking for around here. 

I think it's going to be a great asset to the community. We've got thousands of houses upon Martin Luther around the corner. I do not think it will really affect this at all. 

What it is going to affect with the lake is the 600 houses. I totally hate to see that but that is beyond me. 

600 homes going in and often from the lake need a lot of money often pulling that together. 

I am in total support, and think they did a great job here. That's it. Thanks. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Is Richard here? Jamie Galicos, and Robert. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you for hearing from us today. Two of you are leaving soon so thank you for service. 

I was asked to look at â€“ four are leaving? Not here? You're leaving too? 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
You are gone? Oh, wow. I apologize. You did a great job and a lot of people said so. I have to revamp my notes here. 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
Hey, listen, Ben you can come out and I'll give you some food, don't worry about this. 

I was asked to look at this project and stop by and see a few words. I have researched it because of all that and a lot of people fought for your citizens and constituents in your area. 

A couple of things I want to point out: I owned a lot of properties and businesses in town in the county, actually. (Indiscernible) but they are known as pretty responsible developers. 

A lot of the things you've heard are not just there â€“ they are there to make money. Right? But this project does help the community. If you look at the stats or anything out there, there is a need for a storage matter what the community is. 

There is specific numbers on it and I will not get into it. The one thing I will point out is traffic list and it does reduce traffic being low intensity. 

The traffic goes into a storage facility and will be different from a housing development. You have that traffic intersection every day right, is it good? During rush hour, do you like driving through there? 

That traffic that comes from that storage facility will be different times. You put 16, 18 houses it will be during the times it is taxed, right? Obviously, the infrastructure will not be as good for homes, as well. He could build 18 homes there and that's all fine. 

He is serving the community and obviously here to make money but also here to serve the community. I think that does do that in a good way. 

The one thing I do want to talk about is construction. He mentioned hurricanes. A lot of people in the residential area do not realize they may need a storage facility and I had to book 30 of them for clients when the floods hit. 

They never thought they needed a storage facility. Do you know how hard it was and how far had to go to get those for my clients? There was a need here and people don't know that. 

When an emergency hits their home, they will need that. These guys have done a great job talking about this. Thank you for your time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Jamie Galagos? I'm sorry? Robert? 

SPEAKER: 
Ladies and gentlemen I am Robert and moved here to Florida four years ago. I moved to Florida because it's a good place to build a home. 

I retired from military after 20 years of service. 100% disabled service related veteran. I don't have anything on my cars or anything because I don't want to be treated preferentially because I'm just a human being. 

When I moved down here I built a home on the coast and called my home in Palm Coast because they have an ordinance where you cannot park cars in the driveway and cannot park trailers and do all this. I knew that going in. 

I went to a storage facility in Daytona Beach and it was wet and the inside of the unit was wet and she goes (Indiscernible) and I want to build this. 

I went over to another storage facility in Ormond Beach and there was a young lady named Kat and I walked in and she was so nice to me. She didn't know anything about me and didn't have to say, "Thank you for your service," she was nice to me because of me! 

I'm not used to standing up here and talking in front of everybody because when I stand up and talk to everybody it's usually in a court of law or court martial. I don't like doing that or being in charge of anybody. 

I don't like being in the spotlight because what I want to do is spend my time on this earth before I leave with them I'm here because I've got respect and I'm here because I'm a spiritual man, and the love of money is the root of all evil. 

This storage facility will treat you with respect and they know how to treat people. And I am here to say that this will be an asset to your community. They will be clean. They will treat people with respect. 

And when disabled veterans move here to build a home, other disabled veterans will know that they can build a home here and have a place to store their stuff. 

I have a trailer and I have accumulated a lot of stuff because I have worked hard in my life. I don't want to live in an area where I have to live with someone with cars broke down in their driveway and that's why I moved here. 

I think it's a good thing. And I love to follow the rules and I love the fact that there is a storage facility because it keeps my property value up. Thank you so much for listening to me. I appreciate everyone here. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. (Unknown Name), and Keith? That's Donna? OK. 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Donna Bickerstaff and I own 13 acres behind this outside of this project and project. I have to say without changing zoning, I have the potential of the building 56 homes on the property. 

I fell in love with the neighbourhood and when went through I want to build my dream house there. I don't want to jeopardize the area by doing that. To be a big commercial builder. 

What I could without changing zoning and so could the people that own this property and could build and put a number of homes that will make quite an impact on the entire community. A lot more than a storage unit. 

Considering the fact that I have the potential, I was in eighth grade I have built a house shop and have not built that house yet. I intend on it. 

I bought the property and met the neighbours and they're like, "What are you going to do?" They are afraid will be somebody come in and build something I could not do because I met with the county and I know what I can do. I cannot do that. I want to build my eighth grade dream house. 

And honestly I support the storage unit because I prefer there not to be 16 houses behind me. OK? With in a certain area of a major intersection, a storage unit to service the community and there could be other homes like mine, small homes in that area built that could use a storage unit. 

So, I hear what the residents are saying, and I do not know if the local residents are equipped to handle 76 more people in their group if they all decided to build homes there. But I really honestly think that the storage unit is going to support the community and my property being contiguous to this property, I support this project, and I live close to the storage unit where I live in Port Orange. 

I have been in this community for a long time and I'm also a business owner. I do not think it will negatively impact the residents and they will get used to it. I know that the county works hard and really hard to mesh business and residential people together. 

Changes happen, it's not always comfortable. I've been in this position before and speak on behalf of my own business â€“ it is scary. I'm one of the property owners that wants to build the eighth-grade dream house, you know? 

I thank you all very much, the Volusia County supports both businesses and residents and sometimes we have to merge things together to make it work for each other and this property owner here has done a swell job trying to accommodate the residents and take some of their fears away. My vote is in support for this project. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Keith Merrill is our last presenter and then I will ask if the Council has any comments, or I will ask for rebuttal first and then we will address questions from the Council. 

SPEAKER: 
If you look on this map here and see the vacant spot to the left, that is my family property. My family has been in Florida since 1883. We have owned that piece of property for about 30 years. My question is if you don't put the storage unit there, eventually it will get zoned and there is a traffic problem, so if somebody puts in a subdivision and you already have a traffic problem, you will increase it. I just hope you vote wisely. Right now I am battling FDOT because they have taken some of my frontage. 

So development is coming, and the people at Lake (unknown name), you cannot get any closer than myself and the lady that just sat down because our properties are adjacent. Whatever you decide to do, my family will be impacted one way or the other. I hope you make the right decision. Thank you for your time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Did you say you were for the project are against? You don't have to say either. 

SPEAKER: 
I'm not going to say either. I am between a rock and a hard place. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Ok, thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Sorry, Madam chair. I was doing math in my head over there, which is not determinative. I want to mention it, because I am sure you are keeping track two. I am impressed by the idea that so many businesspeople and immediate neighbors, to me that is the biggest thing. I don't know how far these folks are from this property. I don't want to get into comparisons, but I guess the biggest thing I will say is certainly heard more in favor than against, for what it was worth. This isn't a referendum. 

Normally I am sitting in this place on the referendum goes against me, because people don't have time to do this if there isn't something in-state. In this case, I think we have a handful of business people that came and spoke with me about the idea of support, but they had to get back to work. What you saw in terms of a referendum, at best, it was leaning towards in favor, but I will tell you everybody who spoke, I respect everyone of them. Nobody got nasty about this, nobody was inappropriate. I appreciate that. 

I think the only person I know that spoke is the one I started by talking about. That is the one person who didn't have a bias or any sort of objective. No agenda. That is that guy right there with the mask on. He is the smartest guy in the room when it comes to the subject matter that we are talking about here. We had a debate about spot zoning or spot planning or appropriate areas for this or that, whether the code should be changed or whether it is the right thing in the code or wrong. That is the end of the story right there on all of those subjects. He is your guy, the guy you paid to give an opinion about those things. 

I don't want to say much more than I believe what he said on both counts, and I hope you guys will support him. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Does anyone have any questions for Mr. Morel? I did. It should be an easy one. It is a two-story, so how much of the on the ground square footage of the 89,900? 

SPEAKER: 
Do you have the site plan? The only part is two stories right in front to give that effect. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Ok. That is what I want to know. Thank you. Danny, you have comments or questions, right? Billie, you have comments or questions? Ok. Thank you. Danny? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Thank you, Vice Chair. Going through this, I just want to say first and foremost I appreciate everybody coming out here today. The residence and the applicant. Real quick in defense of the Council, even though I wasn't here I looked at the project that was referenced. I want to make sure that we are comparing apples to apples. There are differences that should be noticed. The Doyle road proposal didn't have 600 new homes going in, it had much more. There wasn't a (indiscernible) being built nearby, there wasn't too many surrounding businesses like this site. This project does not have retail like that project proposal. 

This one is also on a State Road by a controlled intersection, and also, with this being your forte, just to make clear, what are the other uses within a ULI other than residential uses? In terms of country store, gas station, so on and so forth. 

SPEAKER: 
All 4 corners or urban (indiscernible) so you are allowed to have all those uses utilizing the PD (indiscernible). Again, you can also utilize that for cluster subdivision, you can write it down and other attached developments as well as (indiscernible) 

DANNY ROBINS: 
What I am getting at is comparatively, this could be much more impactful than what is being proposed here today? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, sir. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I had a meeting with the Civics Association. There are couple of things we should pay attention to. Preserving the water quality of the lake, (indiscernible) supplementary to the area. Hitting on the water quality of the light, in the most simple terms of how I look at a lot of these things, especially important issues with land use is, in the basic way possible, one versus the other, A versus B. When I look at two censuses hundred and 85 fixtures, what does that mean? 

In basic terms, less stress to our aquifer that this counsel has been harping on and looking for around -- groundwater skeptics and less runoff overall that will be put onto State Road 44. The applicant has agreed to preserve trees, more than is required. Increase buffer building setbacks. This community has come forward saying they want more trees to soak up the groundwater because of the flooding. This appears to do that. 

The applicant has agreed to increase the drainage plan by 20%. In the last two years, I don't know of one person that has agreed to do that. These people are saying, "Hey, take my money." For that section there, it is outside the floodplain which is also a positive. 

Preserving the quality of the neighborhood. Coming from a law enforcement background, one of the first things I look for crime. In this instance, the applicant is looking to minimize this with one entrance. It is also something attractive that it is a bio controlled intersection, adding to the safety factor. If anybody knows, when you have these ingress's and egress's, you do not want vehicle speeding or having the ability to get up to a dangerous speed before they have to put on the brakes and have a signal. 

Also, we already talked about the buffer. Lighting as a security factor. It appears to be noninvasive. They have agreed to that and not going past their property lines. You look at a lot of the scenarios that we were in as officers, they were all in low lit areas. So light is definitely a factor when it comes to preserving the quality of the neighborhood. Hours of operation are good. It will not be a free-for-all. You will not have someone pulling out her drum set or moving things late at night. 

The applicant has appeared to sacrifice commercial retail space which will also cut down on the intensity of that area, the noise, possible noise pollution. 

They have sacrificed RV and boat storage. I took the time to walk that property. I made a couple of observations. One: there is a lot of people dumping trash from the neighboring areas around that cul-de-sac on the southwest corner of that property. And also, there was some transient activity, I sold beer bottles, urine filled water bottles, toilet paper, so on and so forth. I think we all know what that brings or how that can impact an area. If it is not addressed, the drugs, the crime,, crimes of opportunity, especially with a growing area, which this is. 

I went to the extent of reviewing some Calls. With that being said, it shows crime that we respond to, and the impacts of our emergency services. Over the last year or two, I looked at some of the applicants for the projects to have a concrete idea of how he operates, but also to several others, and the crime is nonexistent. Something else I looked at where I wouldn't be hesitant to speak positively of something like this, is it is being target specific. 

Something I don't like is when pieces of property that border residential areas are just left wide open for a generalized zoning. This does not do that, and it pretty much locks up that property and also offers peace of mind. To me, if I lived there, it would offer a tremendous value. 

Lastly, complementary to the neighborhood. That's number three that the Civics Association was looking for. This application, this project or proposal is located with close proximity to controlled intersection which has three other businesses, including two high intensity gas stations and a veterinary office. Also a Publix is going in the area. 

The site is located on a major thoroughfare. The proposal creates less traffic, and then -- then the businesses in the area and what they can do. The proposal is in close proximity of local areas and future large-scale developments. 

Something we have to be cognizant about is the finer community. Is it 300 feet from this area? Is it a mile? Is it a quarter-mile? I think we need to look a little bit further, not much further, but a little bit further than just the East and the West side of the lake. I don't think that is fair. 

The structure for 44 has future land use and its close to the I-4 intersection and a major hub for Central Florida, for us. 

I went to the extent of googling storage units here in Volusia County. Every one of them was near a residential area. Every one of them! That's the whole purpose, right? 

But also, we are seeing a lot more homes are being built and that increases the demand on it. But looking back, this project appears to me... to be a good fit. Comparatively to what could be. 

And I drive that intersection and I know it can be busy, thank God. It is on the list that is funded to get that improved. When it comes to smart growth and LID, everything we have been talking about, I don't see a proposal can much much better than this. 

I'm looking for negatives and at this point I'm interested to see what my colleagues have to say. I could not find a negative when I compare it realistically to what can happen right now. 

This is a rare occasion where a land-use change, although people treat it like the bogeyman, and it shouldn't be, this is, I believe in my opinion, a rare instance where it can improve the area versus making it worse. 

So, I appreciate it. I would like to hear what my colleagues would have to say. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you Councilman Robbins. Councilwoman Wheeler? 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Thank you, Vice Chair. I don't want to drag it on anymore because we are exhausted from listening. I absolutely understand everything Danny said. A lot of that I concur with. 

This is a hard decision. This is always a hard decision when we have new development and its near a neighbourhood. We will always have pushback from it. And I understand that. 

I can tell you one comment that was made that stuck in my mind was saying that we work for the people, not just one. Well, we do work for the people. And the people are everywhere in Volusia County and surrounding that area, not just a one area of that. 

Even a developer has rights and their voters. I do not know why developers are so cursed. They are businessmen and we want them to succeed. Some of their ideas bring revenue into Volusia County and that is exactly what we are hunting for. 

We want to have the least amount of impact on the environment and everything. I feel like what has been asked of the developer, you know, the lighting, the stormwater runoff, the setback, not having the boats and the trailers. 

I think he has really given a lot to try to make this work. I live in the Shores, yes, it is condos and all that kind of stuff. We have a lot of houses in the Shores, also. 

A few â€“ not a few, a while back we had a storage facility in the area. Everybody went, "Oh, geez, you will put a storage in this exclusive area." I want to tell you, it has been absolutely amazing! I have not seen people going in and out. 

The traffic going in and out is absolutely something. I cannot even count for. But I can tell you when talking with their staff, they would love to have somebody come in and develop another one. (Laughs) In that area. Because it is so popular. 

My home has gone up hundreds of thousands in the last few years! You know? It certainly has not hurt the value of my home. Everything that he said I concur with. It is a very, very hard decision. 

But I think... quite honestly, you know, the new developments of the large housing development area that is going in would be more offensive to me than this, as well as the filling stations on the other corners. 

I think this has less impact and definitely we are looking, and we are asking people to think outside of the box on how do we be more conservative with water, sewer, and all that kind of stuff. I really think he has conformed with all of that at this point. 

You know, I really want to hear from the rest of my constituents. But I will not go on because he said it all for a long time. Yeah. That's where I am at this point. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, councilmen Johnson? 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
Parker, in reference to the oak trees you think somebody planted, 61, 89, it grows out, one they abandon the orange groves there was all of the different growth. Do not make that mistake again. 

This is been a very emotional issue out here and it's different than the Doyle Road issue, with the Doyle Road issue we didn't have any support in any shape or form. 

We had support and people against it. No matter what we do here I would be afraid to get anywhere near Lake Winnemissett because half the people want to drown me and the other half want to save me what it might give me time to escape in the meantime. 

This does provide less impact on traffic, water, and sewer. If this project is done like the next one, they will fight that one too. That one will go and it will provide more traffic issues. 

I will not be here but it will provide more traffic issues as in some of the reason we have to get the extension put through to take the pressure off of that area. That is on the next several years of being looked at very hard, the right-of-way is being taken care of. 

It's been a very tough issue I think for all of us. I know people out there in the audience who think a lot of this on both side of this fence, I will tell you, I think I'm going to take what I feel like it is going to be the less impact from the neighbourhood. 

And I think that you backed up a long ways trying to make it better. But it's a tough decision for all of us. One of the things that makes it â€“ you hate going against anybody no matter what happens, for some of you will be mad at us, but I think I'm going to support it. 

I think it is the lesser of two evils by far. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, Councilman Johnson. Councilwoman Post, do you have any comments before we take the vote? 

HEATHER POST: 
Just a few. Thank you. These are really tough situations that come in front of us. I really try and look at each issues as its own issue. And not use it as a big blanket thing of saying, "We will vote this way on all of the different kinds of situations." 

I have heard the arguments before when stuff comes in front of us that PLDRC votes this way and we should vote this way, or Clay thinks this way, and I've heard lots of different arguments before as to why we should make the decisions the way we should. 

This is one of those areas where PLDRC is saying no, but we are expected to come back and make a land-use change. 

So, it puts us in a little bit more of a predicament. I have heard arguments before that, and I have heard arguments today saying, "It is the lesser of two evils, and not that it's an evil plan in any way, shape, or form. 

You have come in and work, I have seen that and gone through all of this paperwork and see that you have come in and said you will do a B&C. And you will work to do it better than you have to for the environment. 

It is very low impact for the environment. But I have sat up here before and heard the arguments. We had a 400 acre pit that was voted forcibly because they said, "We would be digging out the burrow pits, that's better than putting in 600 homes or whatever." 

I've heard lots of varying arguments. With this one today, I did want to point out only because it is so close to the end of my terms and I do want to say I'm grateful to all of the community commitment that comes out. 

As an elected official I am a little offended when we get local, political party reps that come in and sit in the audience and stare at us, and various political and community members that call and say, "Hey, I live on this far end of the county, but I am an influential businessperson in the community. Just letting you know I am in agreement with A, B, C." 

That is not how I operate. I appreciate the influence. But I personally get a little offended by that. I am just saying that for future counsel since we are on the way out. I do not know if that will make a difference in how things are decided in the future. 

But for today's vote, I am very much against doing a land-use change, but I do have to look at it as... what else is going to go there? Because I know it's going to be developed. What else is going to go there? 

It is not going to be something that is as environmentally-friendly, etc, etc, as to what you are proposing. So, in that vein, I am going to vote for this. I don't like how it came about but I'm going to vote for this and I appreciate the fact that you have worked to do the best job possible. 

I fully understand you are here to make money. And that's good. I think you will do really well with the storage facility â€“ certainly, they are definitely needed. 

But I would say to the members of the community, growth is definitely coming. And I would say please reach out in the future and keep reaching out to your elected officials as we pass the buck. These make your voices heard. There has to be changes to the plan. 

Every change, every time it comes through, if anyone wants to do an exception, there is some reason to get that approval. We have to start doing a holistic look at the county like Doctor Anderson suggested earlier, and not a moratorium on building, but certainly looking at where we are heading and coming out with a game plan that includes municipalities and us. And that is not fluff. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you, Councilwoman Post. I concur with pretty much everything you said. I think we need a bigger vision, a better totality, you know, look at what we are doing and how we are doing it. 

But when it comes to us, it comes to us. You know? One by one. I look forward to seeing the feedback from the NRAC committee and the changes that advisory team will be able to make. I think those are some of our best efforts to try to bring about change in some of these areas, or at least bring that information out in front of the public. 

And it is the public who is bring that information. I am looking forward to seeing more of that opportunity come forward. 

To the community of Lake Winnemissett, I want you to know, I'm really proud of each and every one of you that have come out. I have asked always for people's voices to be heard and participate. And share your concerns. 

Sometimes there can be something positive that can be shared as well. When it is something like this that you feel is going to impact your quality of life and livelihood, you should be here. You should be sharing your concerns and putting it on the record. 

So, I applaud each one of you. But I think we are always in a really tough situation in times like this because we know where we are in this environment. 

And that 44 corridor is going to have some changes. I will not call it lesser of, I would say, you know, the lower impact matters. The efforts that's been put towards the project I think matters. 

And I think the earlier anybody can get involved in the project and have any part in how it comes out, which I think is also happening, right? I think that is the best path forward. 

With that being said, I'm going to ask for a roll call. So we have a motion. 

SPEAKER: 
Two separate things. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Ok. We will take two votes. First will be on item 11. 

SPEAKER: 
This is for item 11. The motion was by Robins, seconded by Wheeler. Mr. Robbins? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Yes. 

SPEAKER: 
Ms. Wheeler? Miss Girtman? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Yes. 

SPEAKER: 
Ms. Johnson? Ms. Post? 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion passes 5-0. Neither we are on to item 12. Which is the change in zoning classification. We need a motion. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Motion to approve. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Motion by Robbins, second by Johnson. Call the roll please. 

(Roll Call) 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
So both motions have moved forward, approved 5-0. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you for your time. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Item 13 is the appeal of the development review committee's denial of the subdivision exception vested rights application, located at 696 Shockney Drive. For Gatz Unrecorded. 2021-S-EXM-0500. 

SPEAKER: 
They own a piece of land, and for interviews a aerial map showing it. As you can see, it is a vacant piece of land, there is documents associated with it. The area that is off Shockney Drive was originally reported in the 60s. However, in 1966, a plat was vacated. 

When you vacate a plat, all infrastructure and facilities are eliminated as are the lots in the subdivision itself. Therefore, the portion of this subdivision that was vacated should not have been built upon, because it was not consistent with our subdivision standards. 

This shows you the zoning and future land use of the subject property. It is on the river. This is an area that was dredged and created for the subdivision specifically. This gives you an aerial of the area as well as showing you where the flood zone is within the flood zone, we will show some aerials about this. 

This is the map that provides some of the unfortunate situations that have occurred here. The map reflects the portion of the subdivision that had been vacated, but unfortunately, Volusia County staff previously erroneously issued building permits for single-family homes in this area. 

Again, I want to make sure it is clear, as you can see from about 73 until almost 1997 and 2003, we issued permits for some of these lots before it was discovered that the subdivision was not real. Unfortunately, these were not actual lots. 

The Gatz have come in and requested a building permit. That was denied. They sought approval for being able to build on it as an exempt subdivision from the development review engineer, the development review engineer reviewed reports as well as the background and determined it could not be done because it is not a vested subdivision. 

It was presented to the development review committee. We understand unfortunate inconsistencies have occurred in the past but we cannot take action to grant vesting on something that clearly is not allowed. 

In the discussion, Gatz pointed out that they have done development to the property, there were no permits issued for the fill on the site, but an engineering company came in. This is showing the area after hurricane Ian. As you can see, the roadway that leads to this property is underwater. It is not a county maintained public right-of-way so we face a situation of this does not meet our subdivision standards. This is a critical decision here. We have made similar determinations over the last several months, specifically in the Ranchett Road area. This is the situation we are facing here. 

Unfortunately, this has a situation where there were staff areas -- errors, and they are right next door. We cannot escape the fact we made that decision in error. We request that you hold the DRC determination that this is not a vested lot. Please be aware that the Gatz have the ability to go through the subdivision process and request the ability for access and the ability to provide for a variance from the health department because this entire area is served by septic and well. Right now, we are concerned about whether or not it would be able to meet some of their criteria for placement of a septic tank and well. 

Right now, they would not be able to do so because it is not a vested lot. Mr. Gatz will get up. We understand the impact it will have on him and his family. This is not a decision that will come forward in any kind of easy fashion. We see there is an option available to them, but we believe that this is very clearly not consistent with the standards of 72 â€“ 537 a of your code, and as such, should not be deemed as a vested lot. That is the question you have before you today. 

Is it or is it not a vested lot? Did the DRC and staff error in making their determination that it is not? Included in your agenda packet is the staff report from Samantha West. Also included is the determination as to whether or not it is a vested lot. All of that is provided as evidence, because this is an appeal. We want to make sure that the evidence that was provided by the staff to the DRC is presented to you as the County Counsel. 

Again, our focus is the code requirements for determination, based on the technical review of those standards, this lot does not meet those criteria. There is an alternative for the Gatz to go through the subdivision process but it will require additional improvements to meet the subdivision standards. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
(indiscernible) 



DANNY ROBINS: 

A couple of questions that might help out. Did anybody else claim this area had to go through these extra steps here? 

SPEAKER: 
No, those were issued in error. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
How many lots are left that are vacant? 

SPEAKER: 
As you can see, these are the two that are vacant. 
There is a large vacant area. That was subdivided but was vacated and is now considered one lot under one ownership. It does bring into light that the existing homes, if damaged beyond 50%, would not be able to be reconstructed, because they are noncomplying structures. 

Obviously, this is a situation where we need to work with the property owners to ensure we figure out a way to address the fact that the subdivision had been vacant. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
It is one of those instances where all of Volusia County was wet or flat in Florida. My concerns, like you just said, are about rebuilding it and whatnot. But there is a risk with everything here knowing what we know. If you go by water, there is some risk that they have to be responsible for. We provide emergency services down there? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes sir. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I would like to hear from the applicant. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Before that, this is a quasijudicial hearing if anyone has any ex parte to disclose? Do you have an ex parte? 

HEATHER POST: 
No, I have a question. When was the last time, the last date that we... 

SPEAKER: 
The last one was 2003. As you can see, the property immediately to the south. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
What is the one that says 2006? 

SPEAKER: 
I'm sorry. I thought it was 2003. We did have one further note that was 2006, I apologize. 

HEATHER POST: 
What about other accountability. I know staff have spoken about pool permitting being provided there? 

SPEAKER: 
We are looking primarily at the principal structure because it says they cannot go in unless there is a principal structure. So there could have been a simple error because of, we had already issued the permit for a single family, there was a presumption that there was a vested lot. Unfortunately, that didn't come to light until recently. 

HEATHER POST: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi. I appreciate your time. We purchased this lot back in 2008, I believe. I am retired military, my wife is a Volusia County teacher and has been for over 30 years. We bought our lot thinking we were going to build a dream house. Unfortunately, as soon as we paid it off, we contacted the county to move forward with possibly building, we found out that it is not festive. A good chunk of our retirement money is sitting on that piece of property. 

There has been a number of mistakes made. I have been patient and tried to step back and allow the county to resolve whatever mistakes they have made. I think I am fair. I want to do the right thing. I just hope you guys take that into account as you are deciding whether this property is vested or not. When we purchased it, we understood it was a buildable lot. We have gone through a number of different hoops with the county throughout the process to make sure we were above the table. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Councilwoman Post? 

HEATHER POST: 
I have more questions for staff, but I hear you. And Ben, you know I will call on you for this if you don't mind coming up as well. What makes it not buildable now? And how did we find out this error? 

SPEAKER: 
The county passed its subdivision regulation, there was a specific date of 1976 where county staff went through and looked through all these different subdivision plats. They identified those that had been substantially completed. Substantially completed was improvements in place, had the properties been sold and was actively being marketed? Was 25% of the plat completed? 

What happened with this property is that if they had not vacated the plot, they, being the owner of the property in 1966 who did not want to have to pay for the extension of Shockney Drive and the other improvements required, this could have been invested property. I think that was the confusion that occurred to allow for the unfortunate permits being issued up until 2006. 

We have a better system now. Previously you would have to go to subdivision cards that were part of our land development world to go and find that subdivision, and if you had gone to that and found a subdivision card you would have seen it would have been vacated. That has been supplanted in 2008 with our Amanda system, which is tied directly to land data that is maintained by both Volusia County and the property appraiser and the clerk of the courts, so we have much more accurate information. 

Put in an address, a parcel ID, and it will come up as to whether or not it is vested or not because it will be part of an approved, accepted subdivision that met the criteria of chapter 72 I referenced. 

That is what has occurred in this particular situation. And that our efforts to improve our accessibility information made it clear to us now that this parcel, and some other parcels that are within this vacated portion of the subdivision, are not vested. 

SPEAKER: 
(Indiscernible) 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, he is correct. As you can see, the areas highlighted in blue which include vacated and constructed properties, are areas that were subject to this vacated subdivision plat. 

As you can see the dates of this construction range from 1971 up to 2006. And what you have is unfortunately, as I said, the system we had in place did not have the checks and balances to ensure that this plat that had been vacated in 1976 was clearly delineated. 

HEATHER POST: 
I am a little shocked that this stuff keeps coming back as an issue in this neighbourhood. So, I have been out, in my two terms I have been out many times and public works has been out to the neighbourhood many times. 

The area floods consistently. Not just during hurricane Ian, but on a regular basis. Because of the tide, basically, right? 

And what we have had is even just a few years ago someone came in and bought property in there. Having talked to the neighbours, having listened to the neighbours, having heard the floods consistently commit sewage back, am I correct in that? 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
They are on septic tanks. 

HEATHER POST: 
There are a lot of issues with stormwater and the tide coming back in. I have been out there many times. 

The ask has been, County what can you do to alleviate this, our home keeps flooding or our stuff keeps backing up, etc. We have looked at how many times. The response is... you are in a spot where the tide comes in and Ben can probably explain this better. 

I am sort of in shock that we continue to talk to people about building here or that we continue to allow various permits to be allowed in there. How is that happening and why have we not remedied that thus far? 

SPEAKER: 
What you are hearing is we are not allowing permits. That's why Mr Gatz is here appealing because we are saying, no, you cannot build here because it is a subdivision that has the adequate facilities we would require as of 1976. 

Therefore, that's why he is in front of you right now because you denied his building permit. I can tell you right now that the next agenda item is the same exact request. 

HEATHER POST: 
I know two years ago, somebody actually bought property. 

(Multiple speakers) 

HEATHER POST: 
They bought the home. 

SPEAKER: 
They bought the home. 

HEATHER POST: 
And wanted us to fix the problems. 

SPEAKER: 
There is a vacant lot north of the where the purple stops and the one north of that is the house you are referring to. 

It was repeatedly flooded out. 

HEATHER POST: 
Which again flooded the neighbours, right? 

SPEAKER: 
Again, this area you see north of that wooded area, those are vested. It means in 1976, our staff went down there and saw the head stormwater and roads, and on-site septic and wells. 

They met the criteria at time. Now you are saying is those areas are vested and we can still obtain permits. We are very cognizant that this area floods and make sure folks understand that when they are speaking with us. 

And that the flooding issues are a result of the sealevel change, high tides, and those types of things, and they get in the existing infrastructure installed in the 60s, it may not be adequate at this point and there are no plans for us to be able to remedy that situation. 

HEATHER POST: 
We are still allowing pools to be built in there and allowing these things to happen. I am wanting it to be discussed publicly â€“ what can we be doing about this area because it's a consistent issue? 

I don't understand how we can continue to allow permits to occur in an area that is becoming unlivable. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
But this particular thing is about the denial. 

HEATHER POST: 
I understand. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
So, we've gotta deal with that. 

HEATHER POST: 
Could you answer my question as to what we need to do in the future? What do we as counsel need to do? 

SPEAKER: 
As far as addressing the flooding that occurs? 

HEATHER POST: 
With the permitting, not allowing to add on to your home or add pools to these things. 

SPEAKER: 
The simple fact is this: under our current regulations, if somebody comes in and if one of these homes is destroyed and they want to rebuild, they would have to rebuild to the new base flood elevation established by FEMA. 

They would have to address their on-site impacts on their adjacent property owners. What you would see if they would have to modify the construction type to most likely stem all (Indiscernible) type construction you see at the coast in order to prevent fill in the floodplain. 

So, we can deal with new redevelopment of the site, and individuals coming in for an accessory structure still would have to meet the current building code requirements. We cannot prohibit them from doing something that is allowed by your zoning, as long as it's consistent with the zoning and the Florida Building Code. 

And the floodplain ordinance that we have in place in chapter 72. 

HEATHER POST: 
I appreciate the discussion. It seems critical we are discussing this when we are allowing other people to build in an area that should be built. 

SPEAKER: 
Understood. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We all want to know how we got here. 

HEATHER POST: 
I know, I've been discussing it for six years. (Laughs) 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
The question is based on what's been presented. The appeal is for the development review committees denial of the subdivision. So... 

SPEAKER: 
If I could add one more thing, if the property is not considered a vested piece of property, it might as well be (Indiscernible) and it's absolutely worthless. If I cannot build on it. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
You have something to add? 

SPEAKER: 
Senior Assistant, county attorney. Just to reiterate what Clay is saying and clarify for Mr Gatz, the question is whether or not this lot meets the vested lot subdivision. 

Vested lot subdivision means you don't have to comply with the current land development code criteria and you can jump straight to building permit. 

If you are not vested, that does not mean your piece of land is un buildable, it means you need to go through the chapter 72 land development criteria filing of an overall development plan of getting a construction plan permits, and if need be, to re-plat that single lot. 

That is the mechanism that Clay is talking about, that is essentially what DRC ruled on. 

This lot does not meet the criteria, but just like any other property, you can run through the land development code process and essentially revest that lot with all the appropriate infrastructure in place to obtain a building permit. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
OK. You understand that option? OK. Do we have a motion? OK. 

SPEAKER: 
Are they still here? Do we know how many homes in that area have been deemed 15% damage during Ian and Nicole? 

SPEAKER: 
I know there are four or five homes that have been raised. Through the FEMA mitigation on the East side of Shockney. 

I believe â€“ do not think the one that's closest is the blue houses. I think that was built later. A couple on the northern parts were raised. In order for them to be eligible for that, I think they have to beat â€“ 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I'm talking about as a result, how many have been deemed more than 15%? 

SPEAKER: 
I don't have that information. 

(Multiple speakers) 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I get it. I'm saying I see both sides of this. I also see that Volusia County is not in the clear just yet. We have to accept some responsibility for this. 

Whether I like it or not I would not build my home in a hole. But if he wants to, and he knows the risks, and he's going into this and you have one, two, three, four, five, six, eight, nine, 10, 11 other people out of 13 that didn't have to jump through all these extra hoops, I want that same â€“ if it was me, I would want that same option. 

Even though I do not really agree with that, I do not think it's fair with our errors, in allowing all of this, that he should necessarily be punished and have to go through a million other layers of bureaucracy when those people did not that were invested. 

SPEAKER: 
Let me clarify that right now we are not aware of anyone who is damaged beyond 50% by Ian. If they were, they would be subject to the same. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I don't agree that we have this once again, if everyone else is over there, why doesn't he have that same right? That is my little hang up on this. 

I see what you are saying and I think you are right as well. I think we are too far â€“ we are at the end of this. 

SPEAKER: 
One thing I would say is if the denial was upheld and the property owner wanted to pursue it, they would go through the subdivision process. 

One of those things they would look at - would be looked at during that process is: is it possible to have come under today's rules, because he still has to get a permit from the health department for a septic tank. 

And so... 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Why should he have to do that when nobody else did and it's not his fault? 

SPEAKER: 
The health department permits septic tanks in that county and they would have to go through that process with him. There is no guarantee they would issue a permit today based on the flooding situation. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
If that's the scenario, why are we voting on it today? 

SPEAKER: 
Well... 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Not trying to be a pain in the butt. 

SPEAKER: 
No, we get it. Unfortunately subdivisions and planning gets poured together for so we are talking about we have a piece of land and cut it into these parcels, they meet the zoning requirements and land development requirements and we have all the necessary public infrastructure to go forth and build. 

That's what we are saying we do not have here. He has the option of going through and going through that process so that we can either approve it or he can appeal it to y'all a second time. If you came through and said to give him the opportunity, he would still have to go to the health department to get aseptic and well permit. That is where we are concerned, because we want to make sure that as we go forward with this, that it is in compliance with our code, and as to what Ms. Post was talking about, if he is going forward and able to build there, there is an understanding of the risk that they are taking on that the development of the property provides for minimal public services that are expected in this area. And that is really at the heart of what we are saying. 

It is not a vested lot because we know it doesn't have all of that. Have him go through the process to get the subdivision vested, then go through the permitting process so that that way we can make sure that anything that occurs on this or any other property in this vacated portion is done to be consistent with our current codes. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I would like to hear from Ben. I just want to be fair. 

SPEAKER: 
Like Clay said, if some of these houses are more than 50% damaged by Ian, they would have to go through that same process. I sat on the PL DRC with Clay on this particular one. The owners were advised that that would be the ideal process. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
And that is on them. 

SPEAKER: 
Before that. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
By upholding the denial, he has options on how he proceeds. We just need to handle this business. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Ok. 

BEN JOHNSON: 
Mistakes have been made, but if we make another mistake and put this in then we are liable because we knew what happened 
before it happened and we are seeing these houses flooded and ruined. We hear that there is another option that he can work his way through. So we would be remiss to say ok, there have been mistakes in the past, let's make a mistake because somebody else made another mistake. That would be a failure in our system. I will make a motion to deny. That's not against you. Jump through the hoops he said to do. 

The next Council will probably approve it. But I will not approve something that is a disaster in the making. That's what it is. It is fairly before we begin if we like to put a house up. It is a failure before we start. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion. Do we have a second? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
I will go ahead and second that, as long as we help this gentleman out where we can. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion. We have a second. No further comments? (Laughs) All in favor I? Anyone opposed? Motion carries 500... (Laughs) 5-0. It's getting late! 

Do we have a similar scenario? Ok, let's hear it. 

SPEAKER: 
This is for 971. This is a property where the family has owned the property for a considerable time. They were issued, there was a home constructed on the property. That was demolished in 2002. They are seeking a similar appeal, in that this is immediately adjacent to Mr. Casey's property. 

As you can see, vacant piece of land, it was part of the group that was issued permits. It was demolished in 2002. Their attorney indicated that this should be justification to allow for some sort of allowance. 

Staff reviewed it, determined that the permit issued in error, and we cannot necessarily utilize that as a justification for continuing vests. Staff denied it. It was appealed to the development review committee. They were consistent in how they interpreted the fact and made the same determination as with the parcel you just discussed. So it is in front of you today. 

Mr. Carr is seeking to build a single-family home on the lot. Same situation in that they can come forward and work with County staff to go through the subdivision process and address many concerns that Mr. Robbins bought up and that we need to make sure that what is available to all the property owners is available to them and they can proceed through the subdivision process and address the concerns of staff and ensure compliance with the code. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
This is another quasijudicial ex parte. Any disclosures? Ok. The applicant, do you want to speak? 

SPEAKER: 
Hi. Thanks for the opportunity. I just listened to the last discussion, and certainly recognized the situation. 

SPEAKER: 
Can you please pull the microphone closer? 

SPEAKER: 
Sorry. Is that better? Every law Turner, homeowner thinks their situation is unique. My family has owned this property for 50 years. My grandfather bought it originally. The last two lots on that subdivision, thethe other lots didn't exist. We went into it believing this for the last two lots in the subdivision. 

That was back 46 years ago. Under for 24 years. Had built homes when I was a kid. I was eight or 10 years old when all those homes were built up to my lot, 971. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Did they flood back then? 

SPEAKER: 
They always flooded. People know it floods. It is a gorgeous place to live. Most of those homes were built in the 70s. As next generations took them, people would take them down. My sister owned 973. About the end of the 90s, they demolish there's right beside me and built up, and they didn't flood in the end. Those houses have been raised. So people when they are reconstructing, whether they put them on stilts, a number of feet up, they get themselves out of the water and they deal with the water in the street, and they go stay with family for a few days when they cannot use their plumbing. But my particular lot, I have the home there, I was going to do the same thing in 2002. I had a home demolished. I lived in Jacksonville at the time. 

Go to job in Boston, delayed the project. Fast-forward to about 1 1/2 years ago, and I am shocked to find out that there is this thing called fasting, and I cannot replace the house that I had there. We had a house, a pool, a boatlift that is still there. I have a driveway there, I have a county road that ends past my house. I have aseptic tank in the ground, a well in the ground. The anything I do not have is a house, because it was old and I took it down and replaced it. I was very well aware of the situation. 

What is unfair is everyone there is in the same boat. No one knew the situation existed. These extra hoops are just another path to a new or additional expense. Obviously, do it smarter like raising the ground. If that is worse on the environment, then stilts. Whatever it takes to deal with the land the way it is. It doesn't flood from rain. It is tides and storms, and it comes and goes. It is all on a river floodplain. The rivers on your back porch. This was just a shock to me. 

A bit unfair that we cannot move forward, and a bunch of our lives have been there and I'm sure the same is true with some of those neighbors. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
You understand the opposition? 

SPEAKER: 
I do. I think the unique part is I had a house. I had three family members die there that lived in the house I owned were the one next door. My main interest that this is not the end for us. I have been told by my attorney that the process is a nightmare, it is a series of additional nos. 

Since 2002 since I demolish the house, I have contributed close to $100,000 in taxes. I haven't used it. I heard the position you took on the other case, I hope that there is a different view here. Didn't know what vested rights were but would like to simply replace what we had. Understand the risk. Of course, we would do it smarter. 

I think many of the people north have no idea this problem exists. And I was just there yesterday. They didn't have 50% damage. The ones that have already rebuilt are above the water they just can't travel when they flood. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you so much. Councilman Johnson? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
It's the same reason, the same resident in -- remedy. I feel for you. Our staff will do everything we can to help you get through this, but if we approve something like this, we will set a problem up for future staff and future councils. We need to fix it correctly this time around and not just pass the buck. I make a motion tonight. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion. Do we have a second? All in favor? Any post? Motion carries 5-0. 

HEATHER POST: 
I just want to make sure you understand the process now, correct? Thank you so much. Thank you. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Item 15, another quasijudicial exparte. 

Amendment to the approved special exception for a 117 acre recreational area on ousting custom residential zoned property. Special exemption file S-23-001. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. This is a special exception that was previously approved. This is a major amendment to incorporate and clarify the building footprint of the property so new carports can be added. And to allow for additional data testing per month to ensure integrity of the weapon. And the third is to allow one open house per year to showcase the World War II collection. 

This one forward to your -- 140 PLDRC. There were five people speaking in support, a number of people in opposition. Approval was recommended 6-1 with councilmember (unknown name) voted against. It is coming to you with staff recommendation for approval as well. Staff went through this, we have had folks complain about the operation, we have verified and they have been abiding by the provisions of the special exception that was originally approved, so we do not see justification for bringing forward any kind of ending of the special exception of this time. If there's any questions for staff, I will be glad. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
Councilman Johnson? 

BEN JOHNSON: 
This is a museum. It is the history of World War II, stuff you will not see. I will make a motion for approval. 

HEATHER POST: 
Second. 

BARBARA GIRTMAN: 
We have public comments. So before we make the motion or move forward with the vote, we have six comments. So Joshua Goodman, followed by Mark Swaggart and Gerald Munster. Which one is the applicant? Oh, Jessica. Sorry. 

SPEAKER: 
No problem. I do have slides. I will be brief. While we work on thatâ€¦ I will do an intro. Jessica Numa, while we get that up, I will say I will be very brief, Rob does not like my size because I put flowers on all of them. He never uses them but I will. The part of the slide is to give a recap of the site, we got some information that we did not have the first time around. It will be good for residents to hear. 

It will be good for you guys as well, I hope. Before I start, I don't think I have any items for the Council. Who I will not present again, it has been an honor. It is a small County, I am sure we will see each other all again. Billy and Barbara, I want to thank you for giving me an opportunity. I've got those back to back tomorrow. I'm moving into the street. 

It has been a pleasure to work with all of you. Alright, we do have slides. The special amendment for X partake communication, I want to say, I emailed chair Jeffrey Brower, he does not have any issues with the amendment. It should be public record, I can read that into the record if you would like. 

And then we've got, I wonder if this will click through the slides. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Any chance we can just hit the highlights? It's been a long day. 

SPEAKER: 
The history of it, it was unanimously approved by this council. Two years ago, I do not know when the two years went. It moved fast, 117 acres, 72 pages of support letters, we are limited to two days a month, 823, required to follow the counties ordinance. You guys remember all of that. I outlined it in the email. We can skip through this next slide. This is the new information. On slide three, we have the operations crew at the site, I have Eric and Mike with me from the property if you have questions. And to review what they have done since approval, over the last two years. 

Out of that review, of the 50 days authorization, it has 17 of them. 34%. Other calculated, based on the temper. The site has used 604. That is 3%. The average time was 35 minutes per day on the occurrence. 

I think it was on to say, how do you track that? That is what I want to tell you guys. On the next slide, is a snippet of the website. This is showing July 2023, August and September 2023. Right now today, you can go on the website and you have the training events outlined till next. You will know month in advance of what is going to happen. When it is going to be off-site and on-site proxy. 

Slide number five is a screenshot of that report of the exact firing minutes for each event they have had his approval. I've got that as well, if you have any follow-up questions. 

Slide six is a snippet of plater for the day, dress rehearsal for when they go off-site. This is broken down by the minute which is how we can track everything that is going on. A smaller but it gives you the rundown. Seven, eight, nine is meant to be zoomed past quickly. It is work together as a stop motion. This is the plan. It is minute increments, where the vehicles are? Who is fire? What action is taking? Where are the tanks located or where the tanks pretend today? 

That is the level of detail that the gentleman put into these action. We can skip through to slide 40. The stop motion that you see is located in what I call the vote. 1500 feet from state Route 415, those are the five members we have spoken to at the last year. 

Slide 15 is the overview of what we are talking about today. There are three purposes for the amendment. One is to allow for three carports, during the original approval, we went through the site plan. One of the planning technician said, it limited to what was approved. We thought that meant to clear the area, they thought it meant the exact buildings. We are amending it to clarify. We can put carpets out there. As you remember from your first approval, there are student traits of tax, breaking and broken. We are trying to keep them in the breaking phase but not the broken face. 

The second is safety firing. When a tank is repaired, what has been occurring is on-site that they have had to use one of their monthly events to safety firing that weapon because they want to safety fire before volunteers are on-site. You do not want to do that when you have volunteers behind the weapons. We worked with them to limit that to three hour time period for one additional day of safety firing for the weapons. 

County staff actually suggested the change to add a potential open house on either Veterans Day or Memorial day. I think we are here before the Pearl Harbor, marking the entry of United States in World War II. 

The owner has no current plans to do that activity but we are not opposed to adding the flexibility and for future visitors. I did have some comments but I will hold them, in case we need them after. If you have any questions, let me know. I did have one resident who had to leave, who want to speak in support. He is in support, I can read it. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
You can hand it to Carissa. (Laughs) Do we have Joshua Goodman here? OK. Come on down! 

SPEAKER: 
It really has been. It has been an eye-opener. I normally do not come to these events. You talked about coming out when it is your community, it is your backyard. I purchased my house, I looked on that of you. I lived there since 2003. I will agree with you, I agree with them that we need to keep this type of things out there, we need to keep them working. What I do not agree with, when I am sitting at my house and I can hear the tanks firing, the eight or nine different guns that they have firing. The first one out there to find out what was going on, the guard told me that they used the largest arms that they can possibly can to find them. 

I have noticed over the last year, it has been a little bit quieter. I have sent numerous emails to council members, Fred Lowery, I think is not here who is our representative. I sent them to the County manager, I have sent in what the sounds are. Usually it is a little snippet. 

On their own, acoustical laboratory, every single one of them, the tanks and most of the guns are over what is the allowable limit. What kind of gets me is, people coming up and support talk about it. Gentlemen said yes, it is not. What I appreciate is that they tell me they are going to be doing it so I can sleep someplace else. I do not think anyone should have to go and sleep because the neighbors are shooting tanks. And shooting shelves. There is probably a compromise we can do here where we can cut back the amount of gunpowder and test them, maybe the neighbors will not hear that. And apply for theâ€¦ Let me read it hereâ€¦ The special purpose (Reads). 

If I can hear it in my house, if I can hear it in my yard, I am as far away as I am from them, I do not see how they are adhering to the noise ordinance. 

A tank, when you choose a particular site, I do not know if any of you have heard a tank should. I do not think that noise ordinance was meant or written to include tanks. That 10% that they are talking about where they are shooting them, we do not meet the 10% limit, attack those things. You are feeling like you are in a war zone, they are specifically coming through the neighborhood shooting â€“ not the neighborhood, property fertility the tests are going on, those types of things. For the four hours, you hear them. 

In my house, I have sent them a very, happy to play them. I am looking for is for them not to be as loud and for me not to hear it on my property. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Mark (unknown name)? Followed by Gerard Munster? 

SPEAKER: 
Marcus staggered, I purchased property in acorn Lake in 1982, 40 years ago for the purpose of retiring. That is what I have done. I returned and built a house in 2019. I love having the elbowroom and the quiet that I have on my property. I do not understand the issue with the noise. Because my property directly adjoins the armory. Acre Lake Road, it goes between us. I am right on their property, on the backside of the property. Where all this action is taking place. 

To me, it is not an issue as far as noise level. Motorcycles make as much noise going by in 415 as gunfire, assimilated gunfire, things going on at the Armory. At least that is my opinion. I am totally in support of the Armory. It is an outstanding organization. It is neat, clean, organize, professional. It is outstanding and everywhere. Again, I totally supportive. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Gerard Munster and then James Jackson. Is James Jackson here? Is John Edward here? Is JJ... OK. (Laughs) 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening. How are you all doing? It is almost evening. I met Gerard monster, I am a neighbor, I live on the same lake. What I just heard was actually brought up an interesting point. The roundabout bike week, that is when there is a noise on the road. I can hear that. I do not hear the gunfire that everybody seems to be â€“ I shouldn't say everybody. I have horses, they do not panic. There is no real noise. 

The only noise are really here, is we have farmers, ranchers, they have gun ranges. They shoot with machine guns and this and that. That is, that is short. I do not hear this apparent boom. There is no sound like this. I do not understand what the complaint is. I totally support them. They are great neighbors. 

The moment we had a flood, they are out with their equipment. If somebody is stuck on the road, they bring the equipment out, just nice neighbors, great neighbors. They paid their fence twice a year, they keep everything perfect. What a gorgeous, beautiful museum to have. I am in support of them. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. JJ? 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Jonathan, I also live on the acorn Lake subdivision. Not directly but very close. I want to go over couple things of why I am in support of the Armory. They are an asset to us, 24 seven security at all times. They got license plate numbers, basically tracking everything that comes in and out. Keeping an eye, everybody knows, the armed guards on the front of it. Which I think is a huge asset of us living in the neighborhood. Another thing as well, people bring up the nurse, you hear the gunfire, you always know what's going to happen. I have two small kids that take naps. 

I guarantee you, my wife would be here in opposition of it. It is not something that is overbearing inside the house or something that you really to cover how to change your life over. Overall, huge help in the neighborhood, anything the neighbors need. The fence is always contained in the property. With the big events that they are holding, nothing whatsoever. Overall, I would be happy to keep them and being an asset to us in the neighborhood. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
No problem. Thank you. 

HEATHER POST: 
I have been out there and quite a few years ago now. I can tell you that what a phenomenal facility. Spotless, even organize, oh my goodness. But the fact that you are really working to help save some of the history as well. I think it is so important. 

I really wish, I know many of you have been years since this morning. Really wish we have put you right after the veteran Hall of Famer's this morning. Even before them to really highlight what you are doing out there. I think a lot of them would be very excited to hear about it as well. 

Maybe we can coordinate something as of the fourth. I just wanted to say, one of the things that I really took her to when I came out to visit you was we had a lot of discussion about neighbors. A lot of discussion. 

You guys just went through and and those neighbors, we talked to this one, we are doing a B and C to help this neighbor and do this, do this. I think you are an asset to the area. I talked to a few of your neighbors at that time as well just to make sure that what you are saying is the up and up. It was. I just want to thank you for continuing to promote the history and I really hope that you do not go anywhere. 

You mentioned that you are going to possibly, potential of having more people come out to your facility. I really hope that in the future, he will look at that, I think it is so important to really get people out there and see what you have. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Is that emotion? 

HEATHER POST: 
Yes. We made the motion. 

(Laughter) 

HEATHER POST: 
Motion was already made, I would love to vote. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion and second, all in favor. Anyone opposed? Approved five â€“ zero. Thank you. Item 16. Resolution for rezoning of 0.64 acres at 963 fascia Road from urban single-family residential. Zoning case 
# Z â€“ 23 â€“ 001. 

SPEAKER: 
Recommendation of stuff of approval, unanimously recommending approval, no public comment. So they can divide and build two homes. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
This is another quasijudicial, any ex parte? We have a motion, we have a second. All in favor? Anyone oppose? Who is the second? So motion carries 5-0. 

Item 17, small-scale comprehensive plan amendment for 4.41 acres located at 1020 Matanzas Street. 

SPEAKER: 
I would like to address items 17 and 18. 17 is actually down zoning and land use. They are increasing or decreasing, which allows upwards of eight units per acre to rural community which allows one unit per acre. The whole point of all of this is to allow for them to utilize this property for agricultural purposes. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Do we have a motion to approve? Wheeler second, all in favor? Anyone oppose? Motion carries. 5-0. That is for both. 

SPEAKER: 
We do need a separate vote. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Same, first and second? All in favor? Anyone oppose? 5-0 approved. 

Item 19. 

SPEAKER: 
On September 20, the County Counsel gave staff direction to go forward and amend our ordinances as they pertain to impact fees as they incorporate the requirement findings from the study which identified new impact fees that would be utilized for a variety of infrastructure needs. 

This is the first of four ordinances, this one is pertaining to fire rescue impact fee. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Move approval. 

(Laughter) 

SPEAKER: 
The fire rescue impact before you require direction of the Council. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion to approve? All in favor? Anyone oppose? That's right, I'm sorry. We did have public comment. John Nicholson? 

SPEAKER: 
John Nicholson, Daytona Beach. Just want to clarify, too many years, I am always in favor of the small increment rather than huge ones. 19, 20 and 21, I encourage you that at least some kind of increase me know. Thank you. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. We have a motion, motion carries 5-0. 

Item 20. Road impact fees. (Laughs) 

SPEAKER: 
20 pertains to impact fees. It also includes the analysis and indicates that there is extenuating circumstances that justify the increase we are requesting. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
May we have a motion from Johnson? 

HEATHER POST: 
That was my motion. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
All in favor? Like sign for a post. It carries. 5-0. 

Alright. I turned 21. 

HEATHER POST: 
Move approval to part impact fees. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
The ordinance number 2022 â€“ 35 amending Chapter 70, impact fees and proportionate share. We have a motion, opposed? Motion carries. 5-0. 

22, 2022 â€“ 37 amendment Chapter 70, impact fees and proportionate share for emergency medical services. 

SPEAKER: 
Real quick, that ordinance was drafted before we made the changes in the organization. It identifies direct, it needs to reference the director of emergency services. 

HEATHER POST: 
Move approval with the amendments, relevant to staff only. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. We have a motion by Post, second by Johnson. All in favor? Oppose? Motion carries. 5-0. 

SPEAKER: 
You are good. I want to point out, congratulate their counsel on their leadership on this issue and the hard-working staff, the impact the update was a major project and and what an accomplishment to this counseling to this county. 

HEATHER POST: 
I felt a little bad. You did an amazing job, (unknown name). 

SPEAKER: 
Just for clarification, then you fees will be in fact 90 days from the effective date of the ordinance. That is scheduled for Monday, March 6, 2023. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Yeah. Exactly. It is good to finally get it address. I am glad to see there is not a lot of pushback so people understood the it was necessary. Item 23, resolution â€“ Manatee protective plan update. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi! There we go. Good afternoon, I am Ginger (unknown name), environmental management director. I am here today with an update to our Manatee Protection Plan. The Manatee Protection Plan that we have in the county was originally approved in 2001. We are one of 13 counties in the state that has that has been identified critical to the survival of manatees. We are required to adopt this plan. 

The second phase was adopted in 2005, that is the phase that deals with the construction of both facilities. So docks, and dry storage facilities. In that, 2005 plan the boat facility siting plan, there is a provision that every new dock or boat slip pay a mitigation fee into the Manatee mitigation fund. That money is then used to distribute to the county, the surest office and the cities to help with law enforcement and education about managing related issues. 

These updates that you see before you are primarily just an update some of the maps and figures in the plan. Updating some language. Since we have been implementing this since 2005, some things were not clear. As you go through, you realize that some changes are in order. Really, some minor changes to language in the plan, including adding a final inspection when new docs are constructed. We were not doing that and resulting in some issues. 

The biggest changes we are proposing to change that Manatee mitigation fee. It was set in 2005. A for a single family, boat dock the fee is $250. That is a one-time fee for a new dock. Any docs that were built before the plan went to effect was grandfathered in for the repair of an existing dock or if you'reâ€¦ Damaging the storm, you do not pay the fee again. It is a one-time fee. 

For nonresidential boat fee, it is $1000 per nonresidential boat slip. It has not been increased since then. 

Most of our fees, go up by the CPI every year. For whatever reason, back when this one was set, it did not automatically go up. We are proposing an increase to that fee. That is equivalent to the CPI, since 2005. We are proposing an increase to $358 for a single-family boat slip and 1433 for a nonresidential boat slip. 

And then to go up by the CPI every year like most of our fees due. 

The other significant change is when the Manatee Mitigation Fund was set back in 2005, it was meant to be sort of an endowment. The first of $500,000 were distributed to the Sheriff's office, environmental management, to the cities for education and law enforcement. And then the way it was set up, after that first 500,000, we can only spend the interest every year. The problem is, in any given year, the interest is $9000, $8000. When we divided up between the Sheriff's office in the city and us, it is a few hundred dollars.


Not anything that was of use. The Sheriff's office just stopped taking disbursements because it was not enough to do anything. Meanwhile, that fund is growing because we do get mitigation fees every year. 

The fund is building but not that we can actually spend to work is small. We are proposing to change the way that we spend that money. Allocate $50,000 per year to be spent out of the Vanity Mitigation Fund. Divided up with the always always divided up with the city. That is a little bit more money that is usable. 

Of course, that is all been vetted through the CFO. That way, we have a little bit of money to do projects with â€“ for instance, the kinds of projects that we do, the Sheriff's office uses for overtime for patrols, for Speedo enforcement. We would do things like seagrass planting or mangrove plantings and restoration education projects. 

So, other than just the sort of housekeeping items, those are the two big ideas. Asking the account so approve the addendum to the plan. What we will do is then send that plan to the Florida Fission Well of Conservation and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. We have consulted with those agencies. We have a full agreement to the plan elements, they will formally review it once you have approved the changes. -- Florida Fish and Wildlife 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. I do have one comment. Kim? 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Kim (unknown name), I want to thank Council and staff are taking these steps that suggest increasing the enforcement within the manatee protection areas. And then additional funding for potential restoration projects. We want to express the support. I want to thank you and staff for ongoing support and coordination with the manatee rescue and rehabilitation partnership. Not speaking for them, I am aware that staff are present with both rescue and relief efforts. 

As you are aware, Volusia County contains two very different but very important habitat areas, blue spring, along the St. Johns River, is the important refuge for manatees on the East Coast. It most visited state park in Florida with the majority of visitors coming during the winter months. That is an economically important wildlife viewing area. It is a critical habitat for Manatee, primarily in the summer, you may not be aware that recently, researchers have noticed that there are record high, number of manatees. 

Despite an overall population decrease of about 20% of the East Coast publisher of the last two years. Unfortunately, we have also seen about threefold increase in the water crack in managing deaths in Volusia County compared to the past two years which is quite concerning. Volusia often ranks high cost by boats. 

We do know that Manati will be typically moving out around this time because they're seeking out warmer water. We have a relatively warm winter so far. We might be thinking they will be sticking around. We just wanted to ask voters to look out for manatees even outside of those designated areas. Reduce both speed not only help vanity, they also help protect marine life, dolphins, turtles. Things like that, having definite significant spotter can also help. To make sure that you are aware that under the Florida Manatee sanctuary act, you have the authority to designate local Manatee production zone in areas where there is a high likelihood of conflict. 

We would encourage you to do that. We would welcome the opportunity to work with you and staff to evaluate the options and potentially bring back the ordinance for your consideration. Again, thank you for your support for the Manatee efforts. If you have any questions. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. We have a motion by Wheeler, second by Robert. All in favor? Anyone opposed, like sign. Motion carries. 5-0. 

We now have an update for the 10th extension of declaration of local emergency for hurricane Ian and the fifth extension of declaration of local emergency for her clinical. 


SPEAKER: 
Good evening Madame vice chair. For the seven day extension for the 10th declaration of Ian, and the fifth for hurricane Nicole. Happy to answer any questions. And any updates to the recovery efforts. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We need a motion? Do we need to? 

SPEAKER: 
You need one for both. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have the motion by Post, second Wheeler. All in favor? Or both? Motion carries. 5-0. 

We have the budget resolution for grant agreement with the state of Florida Department of Environmental Protection for $5 million for sand replacement. 

SPEAKER: 
Go ahead, we will do that. I have a little bit of an update on some of the other items for â€“ we will go quick. You will want to hear from Jessica. I think we want the $5 million. 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening. I bring forth to you today a grant agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for approximately $5 million for sand placement along the Volusia County beaches. It allows us flexibility as we work with dynamic conditions to place and in the best places possible. We are working through an agreement right now, which we have before you on that December 20 counsel to allow us to start mining sand from the Florida inland navigation pit. 

So we are not taking any sand that may be available to the public. We have any sort of artificial price inflation. We are working through some things on our end, some because they complied with all the regulations. But we hope you start moving some sand in the next three weeks, we are going to focus first on our stockpile that we have. We will move this to the County assets. I got a lot of grassroots contacts which all of you probably have as well. 

When we get to the point of pleasing material adjacent to private properties, we will need to reach out to the context so we can get easements. 

I am here to answer any questions. This is a zero match $5 million grant. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion, Wheeler, second Roberts. All in favor?... We have public comment. What's his name? John Nicholson. Never heard of him. 

SPEAKER: 
I will use this issue right here, to go back. I know it is illegal, I know it is a state issue, I know you're not supposed to do with it. However, this is and has to be â€“ I am told (Indiscernible). You're going to accept this money, I understand that, you are using it for certain location. I want you to go to a step further and understand the concept that the reefs were, what they do is starve the properties to the south. 

The sand will come from the northern portion of the Volusia County. We will gather it in the developed area of a Volusia County and we will lose it in Cape Canaveral, past Coronado where we stopped. I am asking you, at this time, why you are dealing with the state to as the ability to use that sand, south of Coronado. If we get starved and building up sand in the developed area, which is what we need, and it stops the rip current so we do not have anybody die, and we save all the upland properties and all the damage we ran through. 

If this concept works, if the reefs work and we build up all the sand and protect other developed properties, I am asking the ability to use that sand that we have to get rid of any way to put it at the sound and of the briefs where they supposedly 'Starved the beach'. Do it now, if you can get through the system. It seems like we have to protect the property first and we are going to have to move that sand anyway, move it to where we are going to be starving it. Thank you. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
Just a comment, I think there is a confusion on the sand. There is some limits on where the sand can be pumped out of the inlet, Jessica could go over there. What she just talked about, when we say fine, that is sand that is available by the navigational district for government use. I do not think there is a restriction on that. 

Is that correct? 

SPEAKER: 
We do have a direct project in 2023 â€“ 2024, it is in the planning process. We are trying to see if we can modify the permits. Knock it out of the park if we can get there. You have a permitted disposal site. Aware you are allowed to place the material after you remove it from the channels. You have to place it in an area that is permitted for dredge disposal material. We are very fortunate, we have up permanent replacement area that runs about (unknown name) all the way down to 10th Avenue. 

We have a grant in this 1.5 years ago. To get a disposal area that goes from the beech Street all the way up to just north of tornado Avenue, which is the city inlet. If you're actively dredging, it has to go to an area that is permitted. The Florida inland navigation district also has multiple dredge material areas. Upland property that is contained, dewatering system. It allows the water to reach out, it becomes beautiful, white tent. One of those is rattlesnake island which you are mostly familiar with. The sand that we are looking at right now, one it is easily accessible, it has 400,000 cubic areas. 

Because the stand is already in a permanent disposal area, there is no limitation on with that stand -- sand goes. It is preferred to go to the beach and it has to go to a government agency. We do not want to have the Florida in the navigation district bid out this material that might go to a general contractor and markup price. 

We are taking advantage of the inland navigation district, it is located in Edgewater that we can hold from. Should additional funding come down the state legislature, emergency session that is happening in two weeks. We will try to make a play for a rattlesnake. That will be a big project and that project will make an impact. We are still making a play for federal feasibility study with the Army Corps of Engineers in the â€“ with that national, federal House and Senate recovery will. 

We are asking for a zero match on that, they are fully funded. We are very hopeful with our legislative delegation, we have been working very closely with federal elected officials both in the house and Senate, they seem very supportive of it. It truly is our hope that we are going to get some pretty significant Christmas present in the form of checks and agreements in the next couple of months. Are there any questions? OK. 

SPEAKER: 
OK. The rest, we are just going to talk about the update on where we are at with storm. Kevin, why don't you go ahead? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

SPEAKER: 
When Barb gets back. 

HEATHER POST: 
There was a motion and a second. 

SPEAKER: 
Motion by Wheeler, second by Robbins? 

SPEAKER: 
You can go ahead and vote. 

SPEAKER: 
Vote, 4-0. 

SPEAKER: 
Kevin Captain, community information director. Just to know, we continue to answer lots of inquiries, constituent inquiries and such. We are continuing to work with coastal cities and keeping this up today. Anyone who goes to the pen site, we have the top, slider in the spotlight. Any of those will take you to our pin page where we are constantly, continuously updating every day. There is a link that shows closure information where we are putting the unsafe building list and keeping that up-to-date. 

We are â€“ we also added a link that describes the transition of housing or non-congregate housing that Jim is going to talk a little bit more about. Just to let you know, if you look at the pin page, if you have any information, be tramp openings, we are encouraging the public to download the Volusia Beaches app. That is the best source, those that do not want to download the app, just go to the site. With that, I will pass it on to Ben. 

HEATHER POST: 
Quick question, maybe Jessica can answer about the beach access or the debris in the water. I have had questions about should anyone going to the beach should expect (Away from mic)? 

SPEAKER: 
Jessica, Volusia County division. I am getting reports from the public that there is still debris in the water. I talked to one gentleman, he maintain/operate a condo association near hard for in the Williams area in Daytona Beach. He is still seeing fans and was floating. 

You have to be cautious, you have to be smart. Don't let your kids go too far, always go near a leopard. The lifeguard will keep an eye on the sky for you, if there is something in there. Stick to swimming near a lifeguard, use your BHS up, the beach safety is prioritizing where they placed their limited lifeguard resources based on where we put people. If you go on the Volusia app and look at the announcement, Mr. Captain sent out on Sunday with the County activities, we opened up a lot of public access within the last week. 

White House port park is open, Cardinal is open, universities are open. We have gotten a lot moving. We got seven atriums open right now. Beach safety will have ISP staff tomorrow. We may get all the way to third Avenue. We are making progress. 

HEATHER POST: 
We are telling the toll takers to talk to people about to bring the water? -- Debris 

SPEAKER: 
We are not in the same level immediately after the storm. We picked up a lot of debris. You may see it go by, immediately after Nicole, you can see 15 boards popping in and out of the waves. Now it is not like that. You can go out and still have a good day. The Philly go where a lifeguard is. They will pull you in when something is out there. Do not go on an unguarded beach for the near foreseeable future. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, good evening. So, you know, I don't think we have done one of this since Nicole. One of the things I talked about in the previous presentation was the St. John's River. From the water management District website as far as the elevation in the St. John's River and Lake Harney. 

This is really the area that affects stone island. You can see on the graph on the left, shows the peak flood stage that we reached which is 8.94 feet which is almost half a foot higher. You can kind of see in that graph and the one on the right, the uptick, in November, which is nickel and went steadily back there. Good news is we are down to about 5.26 feet as of yesterday which is below the minor flood stage but above the action state. That is where we are at with the river which is one of the major causes of the flooding that we express. 

Talk a little bit overall about the flooding. Does or -6000 homes in Volusia County flooded, that includes unincorporated entities. Currently, we are looking at about 200 homes remain inundated. The chain of Lakes, the city is dealing with. The waters receded from stone Island, Lake Harney estate and I store. And all County utility systems are up and running. 

Coastal assets, just export a little bit about it. We managed to open up a 7/33 ramps to the public. The off-season plan called for 15 ramps open during the week and 17 on the weekend, we are working to get those level of access backup. 

Unfortunately, half of the ramps are total rebuild. Working with reimbursement, working on identifying those projects. Getting engineers out there to begin design and work on associating with us. We are opening those, up to use by contractors. We make it clear that some of them are damage. We are doing everything we can to provide that level of access for folks and remove debris from the property. 

We got about 30 were walkover's open, the walkover took a big hit, obviously. One thing I will say, Jessica, staff and the coastal staff are working really hard to get access back there and installing temporary stairs and a large amount of the parks. A lot of those access points were destroyed. We got 10 â€“ 15 feet seawalls, in no way to get there. 

The staff are working really hard to build that access to the beach. We have three parks that are close, that is the picture of the park right there. (Laughs) You were there, you start. It is tough because that was a brand-new Park, you can see the seawall field and the portion of the bathroom building is teetering on the edge there. 

We do have half of it open, the other half is filled with sand that was stockpiled. When Jessica talked about earlier. You are looking at $30.6 million for total damage. We have $14.5 million in damage during EN and just over $16 million damage, additional $16 million damage during Nicole. 

We are trying to get those ramps is open quickly as possible. I thought I had more slides. OK. Real quick, I thought I had a breeze light in here. 

SPEAKER: 
Why don't you go ahead. 

SPEAKER: 
Real quick on debris, I guess my side did not make it in. We began collecting debris just pretty quickly after young, our initial assessment work through 300 yd.Â³. Through yesterday, we picked up 460 yd.Â³ of vegetative debris which is â€“ sorry, 460,000 yd.Â³ of debris collected today. 33,000 yd.Â³ of constructive demolition. Seems like a lot of the Alf Landon homes, mostly in the unincorporated areas and I think a lot of folks that are getting worked on their homes, that take into the way. Overall, we went high on the vegetative. 100% reimbursement. Deadline was extended to do tomorrow. 

Anything we do, degree wise is the 100% reimbursed by the federal government. I have made the call to pick up on December 9, we put the word out. You will receive some feedback, there are some debris piles and we are working to get those picked up. Every street has one pass. We are approved for their private road as well as the HOA pickup. 

We will be finished up Friday, at least with the pickup. We still have some hollowing out some of the sites. We are pretty confident that a large portion of that will be 100% funded. Obviously, wrapping it up, Nicole set us back a little bit, we got there to the finish line. We will get everything picked up. Unless there any question, I will pass it over. 

SPEAKER: 
Was not Hawaiian inn? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah. 

SPEAKER: 
If anybody talked about the Tiger dam? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah. 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah. OK. That's kind of exciting. 

SPEAKER: 
We can talk about if you want. 

(Multiple speakers) 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I think it is very close to completion of it. In the Daytona Beach Shoresâ€¦ 

SPEAKER: 
It was blocked again yesterday. 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
We love DEM, they are still there yesterday and today. 

SPEAKER: 
Department of emergency management. 

SPEAKER: 
Didn't we have that lined up? We can get residents back on the beach. That is the only place you can get on right now. 

SPEAKER: 
They are not supposed to be restricting pleasure, we are not supposed to be restricting any contractor traffic as well. 

SPEAKER: 
OK they do have it locked. 

SPEAKER: 
Hopefully they will complete the project. Today. But they have indicated to the us. Additional properties they intended to start installing additional Tiger dam material on. We do not have the time frame I just learned about those properties today. We are trying to get more information and I do not think they have talked with us yet about their access plan for this new location. I am guessing it will be to unless perhaps 

SPEAKER: 
I have not heard confirmation of where or it's just chatter in the community. 

SPEAKER: 
They are actually digging down, right? How far did they dig down to put that in? 

SPEAKER: 
The orange tubes? 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
No. 

SPEAKER: 
Because it is really exciting to have it. I am thrilled. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
I got it. Scrolling, like I did a moment ago. 

SPEAKER: 
What you are seeing are orange tubes. It is three tubes that are triangle that are about â€“ it is three tubes full of water, struck down every 5 feet, has anchors going on both sides. 

SPEAKER: 
That goes down to St. Kitts, correct? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes ma'am. It goes on to the beginning of the condo seawall. It held last night, which was a big deal. We got a little swell wall coming. One of those situations where you are given the gift and you have to make it work. They got the best minds, county, state, DEM, contractor trying to make it successful. Now you know what the Tiger dam is. (Laughs) 

SPEAKER: 
Good evening counsel. Just a quick update on the recovery efforts for hurricane Ian. We have been approved along with 25 counties. Use of basically, recreational vehicles. With the time frames, the 24th, we have up pre-landfall decoration, the 25th the state operation went to a level I and the September 28, hurricane Ian made landfall, small part of interest. They may upgrade this to category five, once the impact and review the data. That is something that may happen. 

September 29, that is where we got the federal declaration. The non-congregant children started that day. It is good for six months. Too much into it, we anticipate that we will get some additional time as this moves forward. There is criteria, obviously for the residents immediate shelter needs. Provide shelter assistance that complements the programs, temporary shelter assistance and we have the eligible survivors, contemporary shelter, basically RV. That is the short-term assessment program. 

We anticipate that it will go beyond that six month timeframe because again, we are two months into it. It is administered by the Florida division of emergency management, probably through the Stafford act. It works with counties municipalities This is the RV that was basically placed yesterday. The governor was there as they put this in place. 

The good news is that there is actually a private company that is going to be doing all of this for us. We have actually provided them the information from the county that they need, which is the contact information for Duke, new Smyrna and Clay electric. They will make contact is necessary. Kevin has all of this information, he has been pushing it out. We have already sent it to municipalities. 

Of course, the disaster recovery Center and our FEMA folks. We also have the disaster survivor teams that are out there and can also help with this process. It is good for homeowners and renters impacted by Hurricane Ian. The household must provide documentation. They fill out the application, the designated member of household, and of course the eligibility, primary residence, valid FEMA registration number, homeowner or mentor, the home is not habitable, and they are ineligible for duplicate. So they cannot double dip. 

The state non-congregate filtering only serves applicants whose housing and shelter needs have not been met by FEMA individual assistance programs. 

The installers are a private company, we are working to be able to use a staging site. Ronnie has been wonderful as always, and they are working with the contractor to get legal information in place. As soon as that is done, trailers will be on property and available for dispersal. 

Again, some of the fact sheets for the assistance programs. Kevin and his folks will continue to do a great job getting the word out, again working with the fairgrounds as a staging area and working to be able to disperse those. 

They will set them up, work with the permitting, and then there is a 30 day window that they are reinspected. There are assistants to go to work with these homeowners to help with that. Also, of note, finally the state did request a federal declaration for Nicole. That was submitted on Friday. We are anxious to get that Edrel -- Federal declaration. 

We have made the request of FEMA. Volusia County would be available for individual assistance in categories a through G. We could get that at any moment. We have a disaster recovery center up and running, and I did get word earlier that we may get a mobile disaster center which would be so helpful once we get the federal declaration for Nicole. We would have that mobile unit and we could move it around the communities. We're anxious to have that going. 

We have the disaster survivor assistance team, eight teams and counting working to provide the assistance. With that, happy to answer any questions. But this is really good news for residents in Volusia County who was homes are damaged and not livable. You can put the RV right in their driveway. And we are already approved to do this. 

There was a draft legal document cities can use to quickly get this put together. It will be put to counsel in a roundtable of elected officials. 

SPEAKER: 
There was a press release that community information sent out today. Unfortunately, there is a scam happening as we might expect. Including text messages claiming to be FEMA asking for your personal information. FEMA does not text, they may call or send you a letter. But they would not text you, and they are urging caution on that. 

And then on a positive side, there was also a release yesterday that the Small Business Administration loan program was approved yesterday. The first year will be interest-free, and deferred payments for the first 12 months. SBA is a great resource for homeowners who need low interest loans or businesses, the interest rates for homeowners are just below 2.2%. For businesses, 3%. And for nonprofits, 1.875%. 

We did have SBA participating with us last Thursday when we were in the shores to answer questions. We know insurance does not cover a lot of the damage, whether you are in a flooded home or coastal damaged area. So, that was good news on the SBA front. 

SPEAKER: 
We have that on our website also. 

SPEAKER: 
We will make sure to get that on there with all of the rest of the hurricane information. We do have links to the SBA loan program already. We will be sure to highlight that interest-free aspect that was announced late yesterday. 

SPEAKER: 
I just wanted to point some questions out. I think we made the New York Times, a little archaeological find along the beach. Still don't have 100% confirmation, but it may be a boat from the 1800s. 

What I thought was interesting and I wanted to point out, they are out there as we speak, or they were earlier during daylight. I want to point out that now, from the first picture to the second, one week. You can see that it is now buried by over a foot of sand. The good news there is that the beach is collecting sand and it will come back. 

I just thought that was an interesting picture to see. And I did have one more request. To ask permission of council to prepare a letter of thank you to the governor, and our delegation. A lot of people worked very hard and continue to work very hard. The work with the FDEP as well. 

I have used the term unprecedented probably a little bit too much, but things have happened that have never happened before. I think we should note that and prepare something of a positive letter thanking everyone for all of those efforts. 

SPEAKER: 
Do we need a motion? 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
We have a motion. Second. All in favor? Anyone opposed? Motion carries. 5-0. 

George, was that it? 

SPEAKER: 
That's it for me. This report on this, but also my comments are contained in there as well. 

SPEAKER: 
Ms Girtman, you have participation. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Jon Nicholson come on down. 

SPEAKER: 
Jon Nicholson. A couple of things. One, I noticed when walking the beach there are many properties with several sea walls. My question is, are we looking into negating the farthest east seawalls? In other words, there are wooden pilings in the ground, then the walls, then the first wall, the one they have been using, then the one furthest upland. 

I am asking if it would be possible to vacate all seawalls west of â€“ east of any existing seawall before the storm. So they don't have the ability to build 50 additional feet closer to the water. If they have the sea walls, I am pursuing they could do that. 

Secondly, I want to thank you for realigning the intersection at West ISP. They used to be two turn lanes going to the city of Daytona Beach. It was always a backup. Now we have two turn lanes going to Deland, so all those people going straight ahead and going West can now continue to move and the traffic is fantastic. 

Third, Main Street. It is important to us to redo that. It is four 15 foot lanes. There is no need for that. 

I think by now you have gotten the piece of paper on the trees. Jenny (unknown name) is pushing it. It makes sense to me. There is another article in the newspaper again. It is valid. I am asking you to incorporate that into future things. 

Lastly, the people that came before you with the storage units. I didn't want to say it at the time, but it came across as NIMBY. Not in my backyard. I like your design, but I don't want it here. I am glad all of you sat there and said, we represent the whole county and we do it well. Thank you all. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Thank you. Councilman Robbins? 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Good job today, Barb. 

BILLIE WHEELER: 
Good job today, Barb. 

BEN F JOHNSON: 
I want to commend you, you ran a very good meeting today. It was a long day and could be a very contigious day, and it is probably one of the smoothest Council meetings we had in a long time. He got through some very hard items very professionally. I was real proud of the Council today. I felt like we all did pretty good. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
Councilwoman Post? 

HEATHER POST: 
I will give accolades as well. I was waiting to find out what happened in the archaeological site on the beach. I will see you all on the 20th. 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
The only thing I can say is I kind of like the view from this seat. 

(Laughter) 

BARBARA E GIRTMAN: 
That's it. We are adjourned. 
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