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>> PLEASE STAND BY. THE CONFERENCE WILL BEGIN SHORTLY. 


SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. I'm Kevin Captain, Community Information Director for Volusia County Government. Today is Thursday, November 10. With us today, we have County manager George Recktenwald, growth and management director Clay Irwin, Emergency Management director, Jim judge, and beach safety ocean rescue deputy chief Tammy. 

At a proximally 3 AM this morning, Hurricane Nicole made landfall in the Vero Beach area as a category one hurricane. The storm hit Volusia County is a tropical storm, bringing tests of 70 mph in some areas of the county. The storm is continuing to move northwest across Florida and into the Gulf of Mexico. 

Even though the storm has left our area, danger still lurks in Volusia County. We ask you to remain cognizant of additional weather-related events that can transpire throughout the remainder of this afternoon and into the evening, and even into tomorrow. 

More than 34,000 residents in Volusia County experienced a power outage, but fortunately, our partners at the utility companies have been working diligently to restore power. Please contact your utility company if you need to report a downed power line, power outage, or to receive an update regarding power reconnection. Contact information for your utility company can be found on our pin site, VolusiaCounty.org/PIN, as well as calling our Citizens Information Center: 866-345-0345. 

There was incident with a tree hitting a vehicle. More information will be available later. Additionally, three high water requests were made in the southern area of the county, and we are proud to report at this time, there are no storm-related deaths. 

Nearly 200 people utilize our emergency centers. 33 people were in special-needs medical shelters, and also, the shelters were able to provide safety to 26 pets who were brought with them. The shelters remain open until further notice. 

Daytona Beach international Airport was fortunate, as it did not sustain any significant damage. The airport intends to open the terminal early tomorrow morning around 4 AM, and the airfield a few hours thereafter. Please contact your airline for any flight updates. With that, I'm going to pass it on to George Recktenwald. George? 

GEORGE RECKTENWALD: 
Thank you, Kevin. Road conditions in some of the areas remain very hazardous. We can expect to have high winds for the next few hours and water has covered or significantly damaged roads throughout the county. If you must travel, when you come upon a road that is covered in water, if you see signs of any damage, please turn around. 

We do have a few major road closures to announce. A1A from South seventh Street to South 16th Street is closed. It is also closed in both directions at clubhouse Drive and Orman by the sea, which is just a little south of the Gamble Rogers State Recreational Area. 

We have also been notified that Riverside drive through Orland Beach and Allie Hill is closed. On US 1, there is a lot of tidal flooding at Dunlawton down to Rose Bay. The western base of the Seabreeze Bridges underwater, as well as the western sides of the main street ISB and Dunlawton Bridges. 

Holly Hill is experiencing major tidal flooding, especially in the areas close to Halifax. This is also true in New Smyrna Beach and in the Terminal Bay Area as well. 

On behalf of the Sheriff, because of the persistent danger as well as to allow an unobstructed path for officials to assess and inspect coastal properties, the curfew has been extended specifically for the areas east of the intracoastal waterway until 7 AM tomorrow, November 11. 

Now, this curfew does not apply to regular members of the law enforcement, employees of local businesses or industries, government entities that are traveling to and from their job, and all the emergency workers, of course, that are providing help in that area. They must have proper identification. 

We have preliminary assessment reports of 11 compromised structures in Daytona Beach Shores, and Wilbur by the Sea. Fortunately, We Anticipate More Structures Will Be Identified As Compromised as these inspections continue. If you live on the coastline or have plans to stay at a hotel or motel on the coastlines, please do not return at this time. Please allow our officials time to determine if a structure is safe. Just because there are no physical signs of damage, there could be underlying foundational damage or other issues that may not be apparent. 

The structural damage along our coastline is unprecedented. We have never expressed anything like this before, so we ask your patience as we make our assessments. As always, your safety is our top priority. 

It is going to be a long road to recovery. At this time, I am going to turn it over to Clay Irvin, our Director of Growth Resource Management, who will discuss some of the next steps for our coastal structures. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, good afternoon. The efforts from both the city and the county to assess the damages incurred is ongoing right now. It is a very coordinated effort. We are making sure we are able to get the properly certified inspectors out there. We are also utilizing some of our private consultants who are structural engineers who are well versed on what has to be done in regards to coastal armoring and also, more importantly, ensuring that these structures are safe and sound and that our residents and visitors can return to the inside. 

This is not a quick process. We are doing the best we can to get folks over there right now. As I'm speaking, I know that Daytona Beach Shores, Daytona Beach, Volusia County, and others are conducting these site by site inspections to ensure that the buildings themselves are safe, and as George pointed out, the critical aspect is that you may drive by this on A1A, and it may look like it is safe and sound, but unfortunately, we are not seeing what is happening from the Oceanside. 

We start looking at these and if you have some of the older construction that does not necessarily meet the standards that are in place today, that can result in a great deal of damage that is not visible to the eye. The main thing is we want to make sure these things are safe and sound, so there will be this preliminary analysis where we will be going and documenting what we see and allowing for those who can return to return. 

Those, however, were not able to, he will work with them to address their shelter needs in the future. Other than that, we will need to get through and get all the data and information available so we can make necessary decisions for the safety of the public. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Clay. Jim judge, Emergency Management director. Just a quick update on the weather. We still have some pretty breezy conditions out there from 20-25 mph. We have the occasional gusts up to 40 miles proper, but conditions are improving, and we hope by early this evening, love the wind will have subsided and moved out of the area. 

We do anticipated only about one half of an inch of rain this evening, but tomorrow and into the weekend, we can continue with some dusty conditions and some rainfall, but we don't anticipate that read to be anything significant. 

We are under a tropical storm warning still and also coastal flood warnings. Again, as has been mentioned by the manager and Mr. Clay Ervin, those conditions along the Halifax River and certainly along the beaches are continuing to be quite dangerous. 

But we are still up to very tall breaking waves along the coast, so very dangerous conditions there. Aster has gone up to major flood stage, so with the fact that the northern winds have impeded the flow and with some of the rainfall to the south, we have seen conditions all along the St. Johns, but especially at Aster, we get back in the flood stage. 

We will experience a high tide this evening at 9:42, and we are looking at a full moon. Conditions continue to be very difficult along the beaches, so we urge safety as Mr. Ervin mentioned at our director, that life safety is the most important right now. Be smart about what you're doing. Stay home, stay off the roads, and let us do our jobs out there. 

With that, let me introduce Beach Safety, Tammy Malphurs. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. Even though the danger has moved on, there is still lots of danger along the beach. There are curfews, and please adhere to these first responders and space to do their job. If you go anywhere near the beach, you are putting your life in jeopardy. You may not make it out if you step into the beach. There are strong currents, and beach conditions will constantly be changing over the next few days and weeks as we work to secure our coastline and assess the true extent of the damage caused by Hurricane Nicole and Ian. 

At this time, we are not sure when the beach will be safe to visit again, and it is extremely important to pay attention to our signs and barricades and use common sense. Your safety is our number one concern, and right now, the beach is not safe. The water is not the only danger present along the coast. We have not had the opportunity yet to assess coastal structures such as peers and walkways. During the tide, these structures may cause without notice. At these times, the beach is the most dangerous place to be in the county. 

We will work as hard as it possibly can to make this safe and accessible once again, but it is going to take time. To stay up-to-date with the most current beach conditions, please download our Volusia Beaches App, and follow us on social media. There will be a time to return to the beach, but now is not the time. 

Now, I want to turn it back over to our Community Information Director, Kevin Captain. 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Thank you, Deputy Chief Malphurs. Just to recap, curfew is in effect until 7 AM tomorrow, November 11, for all areas east of the intercoastal waterway. Other than officials conducting an assessment and inspection of our coastal properties, there should be no one going near the beach. This includes staying away from all coastal structures. To go anywhere near the coast right now is risking your life. 

And finally, as Mr. Recktenwald and Mr. Ervin have indicated, please be patient and allow the appropriate authorities time to assess and inspect the structurally compromise properties on our coast. The damage to our community is just receive something we have never expressed before, so we ask, please, do not risk going in or among the property along the coastline until it has been deemed safe by the appropriate officials. 

And as Mr. Judge indicated, we are going to have another high tide this evening influenced with a king tide, so there could be more damage. 

At this time, we will take questions. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
Sheldon Gardner, Daytona Beach News I take this to mean that residents should not return home if they live on the beaches or the coast. Is that accurate? 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
If they must go home and have nowhere else to go, they can. If you have a legitimate reason to go back and forth over the bridges... Sherwood has closed the bridges out of concern for safety, and we just cannot have spectators going to the damaged areas of the coastline to check that out. It's too dangerous. That is essentially why the bridges are closed. It doesn't apply to law enforcement were to people with valid reasons, legitimate reasons to go back and forth. 

You know, if you can -- if you are traveling to and from work, for example, and you can demonstrate a valid proof of such, then law enforcement will make that situational decision, but if there is any index of suspicion that you are going over the bridge to check out and be a spectator, it is not safe. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
Structures that are compromised... What does that mean specifically, and are there people still in any of those structures? 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
I think each structure is different right now. As of last, we've got 19 hotels or condo buildings and 40 single-family homes that are compromised, and that is a general term to apply for a various amount of damage. There are some portions -- some buildings that have been partially collapsed and some that need to have an engineering inspection. It's all across the board. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
There were several condos in Daytona Beach Shores that were on the edge, and people were trying to evacuate this condos. Are there still folks there and some of those buildings? 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
I would have to follow-up with the sheriff on that, but what I can tell he is the sheriff and his deputies went door-to-door, as did our cities, municipalities, and officials in advance of the storm, and even up to just hours before the storm, they were knocking others coastal properties and making sure that people knew the risk, and to the extent that they gave them a stern message. Did everyone heed the warning? There could be a few outliers. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
(away from mic)... You have a sense of how many people are (audio issues)... And how long it would take to make a decision for whether they can return? How long would that take? 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
The number is a moving target at this point because the buildings are continuing to be assessed. As far as the time in question, as with much income every building will be different, so we can't give you the time. That is where we emphasize patients. We really emphasize patience for this. This is something that is going to require multiple disciplines, multiple teams to go in there and work collaboratively to find out when it is safe to go back, if it is safe, and then those decisions for returning will be made. It is just too hard to tell a time right now. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
(Away from mic)... Individuals who have been displaced? 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
At this time, we would recommend they call the Citizens Information Center: 866-345-0345. Every situation is different, but we have a team of people at the CIC and are working collaboratively with the County officials, with city officials, and with our partners. We will definitely try to take those on a case-by-case basis. 

Any other questions? 

Alright, with that, we certainly are happy that you listened to the conference and heed out messages. Again, it is going to take a little bit of time for recovering, but we will prevail. With that, we will close today's conference and keep you up-to-date. 

We want you to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Emergency Management Facebook and YouTube. We have our PIN site, which is Volusia.org/PIN. And again, the phone number is 866-345-0345. 

With that, we will close today's conference. Take care, stay safe, stay alert, and help your neighbors. 

(Music plays) 

(End of Conference. 2:19 PM ET.) 
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