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LIVE Tropical Storm Nicole News Conference: 2 p.m. EST Tuesday, Nov. 8 

*The Conference Will Begin Shortly* 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, I'm Kevin Captain, community information director for Belushi government. Today is November 8. 2022. Unfortunately, coastal Volusia County is now under a hurricane warning from Tropical Storm Nicole. And our inland area is under a tropical storm warning for 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Overnight, the storm's trajectory shifted northward. Increasing the landfill proximity to Volusia County for we all need to be mindful however the storms track remains uncertain. It could still shift north or south as it reaches closer to Florida. 

Falluja County officials are continuing to work closely with our municipalities, FEMA, the Florida division of Emergency Management, and other partners to identify measures to best inform and protect those within our community. 

After lengthily and in-depth collaboration with our emergency partners, and out of an abundance of caution, the county has issued a mandatory evacuation order for certain areas in Volusia County. 

This is necessary, because many of our coastal properties sustained significant damage from hurricane Ian, and with the storm's wave run up and storm surge, some structures have increased vulnerability for further damage or collapse. 

Emergency Management director Jim Judge is going to go into little more detail of why we made this decision. 

This order will commence at 9 AM tomorrow, Wednesday, November 9, for all persons from the included areas: 

Such as any and all areas east of the intercoastal waterway. Any and all manufactured and mobile home dwellers east of Interstate 95. All low-lying areas and other areas prone to flooding. And, any and all campsites and recreational vehicle parks. 

Evacuees are encouraged to relocate with family or friends. That your best choice. You might also consider a lodging establishment. A motel or hotel, but you do need to complete your evacuation by 4 PM tomorrow. Wednesday, November 9. 

County residents of manufactured and mobile homes, and persons with special needs are strongly encouraged to evacuate. Which means about is is possible for the enforcement and of limitation of this order for the respective gestation. 

Will provide you with additional updates as the conclusion of this conference, but at this time I would like to introduce County Manager George Recktenwald to say a few words. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you Kevin. 

I want to take this opportunity to encourage our citizens to take the storm seriously. This incoming storm is a direct threat to both property and life. 

If you live in an area that is been issued a mandatory evacuation order, please follow this order. Our infrastructure, especially along the coastline is very vulnerable at this time due to the effects of hurricane Ian. 

A low category hurricane, or even a tropical storm, will cause more damage than usual due to the weakened infrastructure we have. 

If you are impacted with flooding of hurricane Ian, then you can expect to be impacted by this upcoming storm as well. 

If you live in a low-lying area, or if your home is located near a lake, a river, a tributary, then you need to take the risk of flooding very seriously. 

County offices will be closed to the public Thursday, November 10. Please be advised also that County offices were already scheduled to be close on veterans (?) day. But please be sure however that majority of the county staff are working around the clock making preparations for Tropical Storm Nicole, and as always we will work through, during and after the storm to ensure the safety and public protection, property, of our residents here at Volusia County. 

Please take this storm seriously. 

With that I'm going to pass it on to our emergency manager, Jim Judge, who will give you the latest update on the storm. 

JIM JUDGE: 
Thank you very much George. Well good afternoon everyone. 

Will of course at 10 o'clock this morning, Fletcher County was placed under hurricane morning as Nicole continues to move towards the East Coast of Florida for and as Mr. Recktenwald mentioned, exact point of life is still yet to be determined. However, it is going to be somewhere near, whether it is Brevard County a little further south, or in potential more up to Ataria. So we are taking every precaution to inform and protect--. 

So storm surge, storm surge along the coast is up between three and 5 feet. 6 feet of storm surge is not out of the question. We currently have the intracoastal and bring conditions that occur well ahead of the storm. Wins, we can anticipate 45 to 60 mile-per-hour winds all throughout Volusia County. And category one wind gust. 

Went action, anywhere from 10-12 feet, and of course that's on top of the storm surge. We have a foreman on top of that. So you get the idea, so pretty significant conditions along the coast as we go forward. 

The Halifax River, are intercoastal. It can increase up to 2 to 3 feet. So for those individuals who live on the intercoastal on the east and west side should play close attention to the river, and potential for that to come over your docs, maybe even up into your backyards. 

Rainfall amounts. 4 to 6 inches across the county. 8 inches in pockets is not out of the question either. So we have experienced a great deal of rain so with him, and again, 4 to 6 inches with timeouts potentially full 

Volusia County, we are currently at a level two emergency operations center. We will go to a level one which is full activation with our emergency support functions, our power companies, and lots of folks in the EOC to be able to continue through. Wednesday, Wednesday night overnight and through the day Thursday until conditions improve. 

We will have four shelters open. Two on the inside, two on the website. We do have quicksand and heritage will be our special needs shelters. And also Henson and University high school will be our general population shelters. And are superintended along with Doctor Johnson has additional schools on standby should the need arise. the county fair will be closed given those conditions. We want to make sure everyone knows the county fair will close with. 

Again starting tomorrow morning at 10 AM, a mandatory evaluation for the coastal areas given the conditions that we see coming out of minutes cautioned, and to protect the citizens. As the County Manager mentioned, we urge people to take the mandatory evacuation order seriously. 

And with those four schools, of course we always say our schools are our lifeboat, not the love boat. And while they do provide a great source of security to be able to house through the storm, certainly staying with friends and family or even a hotel motel further inland is also a good choice. 

The system is forecast to move fairly quickly, at about 9 miles an hour. Early this morning, we were looking at the potential for conditions to continue around midday Friday. As of the 1145 briefing, it looks like by around 8 PM Thursday evening that the system should be moving away and conditions greatly improving. 

We continue to have briefings with our city officials. In fact just got off the phone all of the city managers was able breathing for the post. And of course we are in constant contact with the Florida division merging management. The national hurricane center, the National Weather Service out of Melbourne and Jacksonville. And of course comedic and with our regional partners in the region five counties from Volusia down to Martin County. 

With that let me pass it on to our beach safety director Andrew Etheridge for 

ANDREW ETHRIDGE: 
.. With a quick update on the beach for that we are flying the double red flag for top we are already seeing instantly large powerful ways coming on shore. And with that it is going to bring extremely dangerous rip currents and conditions. This is not the time to be on the beach. So I am asking you will, please stay off the beach, stay out of the water. 

As the storm gets closer, these conditions are only going to get worse. So the grants will get strong, the ways will get larger, and it will not be the time to go up there. 

There will be a time when the storm passes, until the time comes, we ask you find a safe place to shelter, and stay off the beach, stay out of the water. 

With that I would like to introduce Doctor Carmen Bellovin (?) with the Volusia County school system. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon families. 

I'm Doctor (Unknown Name), superintendent for Volusia County Public schools. We have our school board chair Mr. Rubin ColÃ³n, chief human resources Mr. request, and chief of operations officer Doctor O Johnson. 

Here are some important information I would like to share with you as regards to her shoulders. All schools and demonstrated offices will be closed on the following two days for the Wednesday, November 9, and Thursday, November 10. There will be no school sponsored activities during the two days that schools and administration offices are closed. 

Also, the school board meeting and the school board workshop originally scheduled for November 9 have been rescheduled to Tuesday, November 15. Shelters will be opened by attending tomorrow, November 9 at the following school locations. 

On the side of the county, Henson middle school for special needs individuals, and those were considered medically fragile students. Creekside middle school will be available for the general public. 

On the west side of the county, heritage middle score for special needs individuals, and those were medically fragile. 

University high school will be available for the general public. 

All four shelters are bed friendly. Regarding the makeup days, the two days of instruction being messed to the storm will be made up during the second semester of the school year. 

And again for the latest updates from Volusia County public schools, we ask you please visit our website @ vcsedu.org. And click for the resource center will he receive additional updates. 

I would like to this point thank everyone joining me here. Our chair, our chair cologne, chief operating officer Mr. Earl Johnson, and our chief for human resources Mr. Mark West. And I would like to call a peer to join us now for an update, every own sheriff (Unknown Name). 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. 

I want to stress what you have just heard. The County Manager and the county is taking the storm with the utmost seriousness. The fact that a mandatory evacuation order was issued was not something that was taken lightly. It was taken after consulting with engineers, with our cities up in the peninsula, there are buildings that are at imminent risk of collapsing. 

So effective tomorrow night at 7 PM until 7 AM Thursday morning, there is a countywide curfew in place. The beachside in particular, the peninsula, will be locked down. We will not be allowing anyone back over there unless they are a resident to go pick up supplies. 

Again the objective here is this is a real safety hazard to our residents and to our community. So we need you to heed this, this is not the time to have hurricane fatigue. This is the time to think. What is about to happen to us is going to be unprecedented. What Ian left us, we have not recovered from. 

A word of caution, if you have flooded during hurricane Ian, there's a good chance that you were going to flood again here. So now is the time to make corporations. But we really want to focus on the folks in the beachside and low-lying areas, everyone is talked about. Now is the time to get out. Get off the peninsula, move further west, and then we welcome back and regroup again on Thursday afternoon or on Friday. But safety of our residents is paramount, and all of these decisions were made just for that reason. The safety of our community has to come first. So thank you. 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Thank you Sheriff. 

Just have a few additional announcements before we close. 

First, please number that if you require sheltering, reaching out to your family or close friends is always the best option. You might even consider a motel or hotel to emergency shelters are considered the lifeboat not the love boat. They are a last resort. 

A message to the residents of Stone Island, McCarty woods and other community's that experience significant flooding but not necessarily within the zone of evacuation. We still remind you there is a potential for widespread flooding. And to all Volusia County residence, the storm can easily impact your home and property, even though you are not located in a particular evacuation zone. 

The Volusia County fair, as Jim mentioned, will be closed today November 8 and tomorrow November 9. However, the markets OneShul will proceed as originally scheduled at 6 PM today, November 8. 

The show will be limited to only exhibitors and their gardens. Additionally, all poultry and other small animals will be to be checked out by 5 PM today November 8. An announcement will be made regarding the fears reopening, as soon as the information is made available. 

The disaster recovery center with FEMA at the Florida Department of health and Daytona Beach will close at 6 PM today November 8. It will be closed until further notice, but will reopen as soon as possible. 

It is a reminder, residents, you are not required to physically visit the disaster recovery center to apply for FEMA assistance. A person needing FEMA assistance may apply online@disasterassistance.gov. Or you can also download the FEMA mobile app or call -- 

Also as a reminder what chief AndyEthridge just mentioned. Stay off the beach and the coastal structures. There is a substantial increase of bodily harm or even death in these conditions. Even as the storm exits area, the beach and coastal structure should be avoided until clearance is provided by officials. 

With the anticipation and coverage of the storm, please be mindful that today is election day, and pull locations are open until 7 PM. If you have not already done so, please exercise your right to vote, and thank you to everyone who is already done so. 

This is also the time as we mentioned to complete any final preparations. Conditions are going to start to deteriorate, this evening and tomorrow for stops was reminder, make sure if you have food, water, batteries, anything you need to do to secure your home and your property. There is going to be little time to make those preparations tomorrow as the increment weather comes forward. 

Sand and sent back to Suebians are still available for weather may not be favorable to obtain the stuff tomorrow, so if you need sandbags, please go out and get them today. And for listing of sandbags division locations, you can visit volusia.org/sandbags or call the citizens information Center. 

Began to receive the most updated information, please visit volusia.org/pin. You can download the bullshit County Emergency Management app. You can follow us on Facebook, twitter. Or call again the citizens information center which is 866 345 0345. 

Again for additional questions, anything you need, you can certainly call the citizens information Center. 

With that we can take questions. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
(Indiscernible) 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
The question is details of the evacuations. Any and all areas east of the intracoastal waterway. Any and all manufactured and mobile home dwellers East of Interstate 95. All low-lying areas and other areas prone to flooding. And any and all campsites and RV parks. 

We will have this listing online at volusia.org. You can call the substance information Center with it. And we also continue to encourage to watch Facebook, Instagram, twitter and the Emergency Management app. We will have it all out almost performs. 

Sheldon. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
(Indiscernible) 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Jim. 

JIM JUDGE: 
Could repeat the question please. 

Absolutely. We want to be able to get on the beaches right after the storm to be able to determine what are the conditions for the beach. What is the debris look like? Not only along the beach but potentially along the water. If you get a lot of debris that could wash up, instantly cause injury for the we want to get down can evaluate and take whatever safety promotions we would need to take before we let folks back over there. And certainly with the curfew to make sure law enforcement is protecting those valuables and homes to make sure we are not having any problems with looters. 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
Jim can you address the bridges at this point. They won't close until that sustained wind is that what, 39? 

JIM JUDGE: 
That is correct. despite this mandatory evacuation, despite the curfew, the bridges will remain open unless the wind hits that Mark. 

JIM JUDGE: 
Wright, 39 mph sustained. 

SPEAKER: 
(Indiscernible) 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
so westbound people can get out, but once the curfew starts, Wednesday night,... 

But you make exceptions for residents. 

SPEAKER: 
(Indiscernible) 

QUESTION FROM FLOOR: 
We will ask the sheriff to go up and talk about this. So you're not going to actually, force anyone out. 

SPEAKER: 
Legally we can't, that's not American. But what we are saying is mandatory, we want you to get office to you will be able to drive responded and appointed typist if they get teary for you, I want to go, we can let you out. We are not going to allow nonresidents, once that curfew goes into effect, we are not allowing any gawkers up there so they can go on the beach and take pictures. They are not doing that, it is going to be a complete lockdown. We will have a strong contingency of deputies up there, and we are married with Daytona, Orman, the Pozzo way for a we will be up there and force. 

And the objective behind this is like I said, there are lots and lots of properties. 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Went out to visit homeowners, County has been out, County engineering has been out. There is an imminent danger of building collapse up there. The last thing we want is to have doctors up there if a building were to come down, or if you chose to evacuate, to have your house burglaries. This is not going to happen, we are going to tolerate that. So that's what it is. If you are resident and want to leave, you can leave. We always do what we always do. 39 miles an hour we will shut it down. If you want to go up there, as we have seen years ago, people doing burnouts, having a grand old time at the height of the storm for you might find your rear end at the branch jail. 


Is there a map available or do you have a list of specific zones that are being evacuated? 

JIM JUDGE: 
Do we have the greatest sheriff in this county or what? 

Basically the entire Bay Area (?) island. 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Any other questions? 

To build on the question Sheldon, there's lots of information on volusia.org. You can call the assistance information Center for more information. We encourage them to do that if they have any questions. 

We will continue to keep you informed. We certainly want to make sure that you receive this message. That we stress it and that you stay alert. 

With that we will close today's conference. We will keep you informed. Take care, stay safe, and help your neighbors. 

(Music plays) 

*The Conference Has Ended* 
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