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Testing captions, testing captions, testing captions. 

(Captioner standing by) 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. I am Kevin (name) director for Volusia County government. It is 2 PM, Wednesday, November 9. With this today we have emergency management director Jim judge. Each safety and ocean rescue Tammy (name) and (name). 

A storm surge warning has been issued for the coastal areas of Volusia County, in a tropical storm warning and flood warning for the rest of Volusia County. The storms left slightly cells overnight, however this is in no way putting us out of harms way. This storm is extremely low at large, and we are still going to receive a significant amount of rainfall and wind. 

Jim is when you talk with you more about the details of why we should not just focus on the storm's cone. The impact of the storm are already being felt, in the worst is yet to arrive. The storm's high tide this morning has exposed the true vulnerability of our coastline. One of the coastal bathroom structures has already succumbed to the ocean. Deputy chief Tammy (name) will speak more in depth regarding the coast. 

As a reminder, the mandatory evacuation order for certain areas of the Volusia County went into effect today at 10 AM this morning. November 9. Those who have needed to effectively should be evacuated by now. If not, people in these areas need to evacuate immediately. Please, don't take this lightly. The threat to your life and your family, it is very immanent. Especially if you're on the coast. Shelter information is available at (URL). 

Individuals must complete evacuation by 4 PM today. Will you have a couple hours. This is not the time to wait around and see what happens. By doing so, you are putting yourself at risk in your family life at risk. At this time, I will turn over to our emergency measure director, Jim Judge. Jim? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you very much, Kevin. The weather update, I want to be honest with everyone, and the fact that the cone has now looks like the hurricane will make landfall around (unknown term) at midnight. By no means are we out of harm's way. We still can anticipate a strong tropical storm force winds throughout Volusia County. Through midday tomorrow and into tomorrow evening. We saw the rest of the day today, all night tonight, through the day tomorrow for those continuous tropical storm force winds. We are under and continue to be under a hurricane warning, however the chance for hurricane force winds and gusts have diminished quite a bit. Again, just because you see that cone off to the south, and up to the north, that by no means puts us out of harm's way. We are still experiencing 35 to 45 miles an hour of sustained winds coming off of the ocean. We still have the potential 4 to 6 inches of rain. We had one to 2 inches of rain yesterday. 

Again, Halifax River. We have had reports of water coming up over docs into backyards as we have the Halifax River increasing to 2 to 3 feet all along the coast of the waterway. 

This is a very large storm. If you look at the size of the state of Florida, this thing is over 400 miles wide as it comes in. We do have shelters that are open. Of course, you can go to the website for that specific information, but we do have four shelters open. There is still plenty of capacity for anyone who still feels the need to eventually to get to a safer location. Have Creekside heritage for special needs, University has before general population, the fairies close, but we continue to have those high tides into tomorrow morning. We anticipate the high tide at 9:23 AM. That is about 1 foot higher in the morning than is at high tide in the evening. The good news is that it is moving at about 12 miles an hour. Once he does make landfall around the beach area, and then moved to the west, and of course back to the north. Even up to the Big Bend area. 

The take away is that we are not out of the woods. The beaches are incredibly rough, incredibly dangerous. I know we are going to have Tammy come up and talk more about the beach conditions. By no means let your guard down, because we make it periods of light rain and even less wind, but don't let that get you a sense that we are out of this. In no way is that the case. Much more to come tonight through the night, through the day tomorrow. We will be spending the night in the operations center. Our citizen information centerlines are open if you have any questions that we would like to answer to talk to somebody directly. 

Let me bring up Tammy (name) our chief with ocean rescue beach safety. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Jim. 

As Kevin mentioned, hold on one minute please. I am going to pick up where Jim left off. I will tell you, the beach is not the place to be right now. It is not the time to go take pictures or video. 100 likes on social media is not worth dying for. The surf is extremely rough right now. Mother nature does not play nice. Nor does she play fair. If the water catches you, you have a greater probability of dying then living. 

As we have already discussed, the structures across our entire coastline have been weakened as a result of hurricane Ian. The impacts of the storm are already worsening. Don't assume because a walkway or structure shows no signs of damage or are accessible, that they are safe. I can promise you, they are not. 

As Jim mentioned, just try to hunker down, ride out the storm in a coastal â€“ if you try to write at the store pinnacle still residency or hotel, it is risking your life. It is not smart Recife tried to go on the beach. 

Sadly, our county experiencing beach fatality at the hands of hurricane Ian, a woman was caught in the ocean and was not able to be saved. We don't want this to happen again. 

Like I said earlier, by going to the beach in these conditions, you have a greater chance of dying then living. At this time, Sheriff (name) would like to speak. 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, I cannot stress enough with what Tammy and Jim had said. All the way down through (name) beach, there are dozens and dozens of structures that suffered severe damage from parking in the have not been repaired. That is the reason why a curfew is going into effect tonight at 7 PM until 7 AM. We need you to stay off the streets as the storm surge comes in, and the storm begins to make its way up toward us. Anything is possible. Ian has weakened the infrastructure so bad, that we don't know what kind of building collapses may take place. 

As far as trying to hunker down on the beach side, I want to hammer home, now is your opportunity to leave. 

The curfew begins from 7 PM to 7 AM. If your necessity is to get out and move to go to the store or you are evacuating going to work, that is great. You want to go out and take selfies to get your 100 likes, can you tolerate that. The bridges will close when the wind speeds reached 39 miles an hour. You will not be able to go in any direction East or West. 

As long as the wind speeds do not reach 39 miles an hour, anybody can leave the Beachside at any time. Things start to get rough and you think you have to get out of here, would love to be able to go eastbound. You will not, unless you are a resident, to get back to your property will not be able to come over to the beachside after 7 o'clock tonight. 

Starting at 7 o'clock tonight, if you think you want to go over intake selfies or go to the beachside, you are not. You will be denied entry to the beachside. It is only when to be for emergency personnel. 

Lastly, I want to remind all of the various characters out here in the county, that we are under a state of emergency. You think tonight is a good night to break into the vape shop or it is great night break into a gunshot or jewelry store or to a drugstore and you get nailed, those penalties are enhanced. Put everything away in a safe, because if your power and alarms fail, that is when these characters will work. 

With that, I will turn it back over to Kevin. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, sir. Thank you, Jim. Thank you, Tammy. 

As a reminder, we just have a couple of announcements before we close. As a reminder, the Volusia County fair remains closed until further notice. Once the storm has passed, an announcement will be made regarding the fares potential reopening. 

As I indicated, the bridge will close when it is 39 mph sustained or greater. A lot of people have questions after the storm passes. What are the bridges would you open? That is a very common question people have. We cannot just open them right back up. What happens is they get inspected by the Florida Department of transportation. FDOT. When they inspect them in the them safe to open, they will open. 

If you have questions when bridge will open, you can call our citizens information Center at 8663450345. 

You can also follow us on Volusia.org. 

Reminder to all social media channels will be providing an update of information. The County of Volusia emergency page, management page. All of those pages are available for additional information. 

In closing, I want to read already a little bit of what has all been said today. 

As Jim said, do not focus on the cone. He mentioned this storm is 400 miles wide. We are going to get the brunt of it. We will get a lot of the other bands. We are still want to get wind and rain. Do not your guard down. These do not let your guard down. To receive the most up-to-date information, follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Volusia.org, or call the citizens information Center. 

Lastly, I will iterate the mandatory evacuation areas, because there has been another common question for a lot of people. Anything east of the intercoastal, all manufactured and mobile homes east of I-95, low-lying areas and other areas prone to flooding, and all campsites in recreational vehicle parks. 

With that, we will take any questions. 

SPEAKER: 
Daytona Beach news Journal. I wondered if you could talk specifically about the structures that you heard collapsed, or that you are seeing them collapse along the coast. 

SPEAKER: 
Speaking of the structures, the county is responsible for the structures on the unincorporated areas. There is a little bit over 20 of them that were following. The municipalities and coastal cities are also monitoring those buildings that are in those. We have those five coastal cities that were very closely monitoring with them, and with the partners. Those have to be inspected after the event as well, by the municipalities, building inspectors and such. We are closely following those, and again, that is the reason for that mandatory evacuation order. 

SPEAKER: 
What about the low-lying areas in different parts of the county. Are you seeing a lot of flooding already? What are you seeing in those areas? 

SPEAKER: 
We are starting to see some flooding in areas that are prone to flooding from hurricane Ian. As we mentioned a day or two ago, want to remind everybody that has been flooded from hurricane Ian and can expect that you're probably good to be flooded from the storm as well. We are starting to see as you mentioned in other areas already. Again, all the more reason that we need residents to say alarm. 

SPEAKER: 
Had a similar question to that. I was hoping that if you could expand on where exactly you think the county is going to get the worst weather with the worst flooding is going to be mac 

SPEAKER: 
I will pass that to Jim, as far as flooding. I think it is when to be pretty much widespread, unless there is specific areas. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. We still have a lot of whether to go tonight after the day tomorrow. We did have a conference call with all of our city managers at 1 o'clock today. There was some minor flooding taking place in areas that we have seen flooding in the past. Nowhere near anything we have seen. 

Yet about 1 to 2 inches yesterday. Anticipate of course additional rain today. We may have some passing rain showers on Friday. Along the St. Johns River, stone island, all of those are flood prone areas that have been flooding, and along the St. Johns just continues to have a lot of high water along those areas. 

Again, we are constantly speaking with our city managers. We have another call with them tomorrow at one. Of any serious conditions, they notify us immediately. 

Of course any critical life and situations, go to 911. For us to be able to keep up with the situations around the county, that is when we do a brief (indiscernible) emergency center with conditions that those municipalities are facing. So far, we have been pretty good. Again, we will continue to monitor those conditions as we go forward. It was at the Dunlop rep. If you go down (unknown term). He had a lot of wash underneath and of course with the additional whether, it is just kind of hanging down there. 

SPEAKER: 
... Structures that Artie started collapsing? I've heard of the wall coming down there. 

SPEAKER: 
Some of the walls on (name) island have been reached. There is water going over the walls that washing out some of the sand. We did have Jim (name) in town today. They were concerned about activities in Volusia County. Now he is down at (name) beach. Maybe that is a good sign for Volusia County. 

SPEAKER: 
What is the protocol when the curfew starts? 

SPEAKER: 
We have heavy continues the on the peninsula. The Sheriff's office has a (indiscernible) side of the ocean center. We have rescue vehicles there, deputies assigned there, and we are married with all of the Department of there. If there is a 911 call or something, we are going to be up there all along. The concert is going to be, should a structure collapse, I think that is what we are all â€“ given the 3 o'clock conference call with all the chiefs to discuss how that responsible look like. Do we have to lock the side down so residents cannot get back in? There is a lot of unanswered questions yet as to what the storm would bring. We pray to God nothing happens, but again, we took a shot. We have not had time to recover from what has occurred. Who knows what could happen. 

If you had up there, I think every time I ride the peninsula, I see more and more (indiscernible) that I did not see before. This was prior to the storm. More and more effects from Ian. 

Worrying about as Jim said about Stone Island, you know those things are going to flood their. That is a whole other response that we have to put into place. 

SPEAKER: 
The next question is about mandatory evacuation needs. But the details are about that. Is there a penalty if you don't leave? 

SPEAKER: 
I want to stress this. People think you put a curfew in place because they can. We say mentor evacuation because they can. There is a roomful of experts over there. Have thousands of years of expertise in dealing with the storm. When they see these things, they put a mandatory evacuation in telling you "Hey, things can get really really bad and you might not get off the peninsula. Why put yourself in your family in danger? Drive 50 miles inland for the day and come back." The curfew is there to protect everybody. First responders can do their jobs. Keep the unwanted traffic off the street. We don't have to go rescue people because they were stupid. We want to go rescue people because they really need your help. That is the purpose behind that. 

The county engineers and these folks, they are the best of the best. Listen to what they're saying. They are not speaking just to speak. They are talking out of experience and a passion to keep us safe. That is what is important. 

SPEAKER: 
This is clarification with the beach safety. You said you lost a person during hurricane Ian? Was that before the storm actually got here and they were around this time looking at the surf? 

SPEAKER: 
That was during the middle of the storm. We had people leave their hotel. They were curious of what the ocean looked like, and the woman did get too close to the water and got pulled out. 

SPEAKER: 
(away from mic) before the storm is here, danger. 

SPEAKER: 
It is very dangerous. We are flying the double red flag. Any water activity is prohibited. We do not want people on the beach period because of the incident and that could happen very easily with the water and the conditions the way that they are right now. And also all the structures on the beach are compromised. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Tammy, thank you Sheriff. Just to go into more detail on the flooding, the question from (unknown term), we have (name) he can talk about the areas that are more prone to flooding. Been? 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon, Ben Bartlett, public works director. We are working on the east side of the county is any areas (indiscernible) Spruce Creek. With these high tides, the water cannot get out. Most of our drainage collection systems flow into these places. It is essentially trying to water on in your bathtub and plugging up the drain. Significant amount of rain combined with the title will cause flooding. On the west side of the counter we have the St. John's River. We anticipate a probably rising a day or two after the storm. We have a series of closed basins which are essentially balls that don't have downfalls and forget significant amounts of rain in those areas, it will flood as well. 

We are asking folks to be smart. If you stop flooding near you during Ian, there is a decent chance you're probably going to have some flooding to deal with. 

SPEAKER: 
Thanks, been. Any questions? 

Alright, just in closing, I think the biggest thing we want to emphasize today is, don't focus on the cone. This storm is huge. We are refilling the impact in the peak of the store has yet you even arrive. The message to our residents is, you have got maybe a couple hours to get to an ultimate shelter right now if that is what your need is. If not, we just want you to hunker down, shelter in place, continue to follow us on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Instagram, or you can call the citizens information Center. 


Our emergency operations center is at a level I activation which means we have a number of what we call ESF. Emergency support functions. Collectively there is close to 200 people here all working in concert with each other to make sure we are informing you and making sure we are prepared for any response. 

With that point to please stay alert, take care, stay safe, and help your neighbors. 

Thank you. 

(End of broadcast) 
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