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SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon I am Kevin Captain, community informationâ€¦ This is a 3 PM briefing foot is now tropical storm 

Ian. This afternoon you will hear from the County's emergencyâ€¦ The Public Works Director and Florida Power & Light.. 

You've heard this before but I want you to hear it again, property and material possessions can be replaced but your life cannot. Over the past few hours, you may have noticed a slight decrease in both the intensity of the rain and the wind. However, officials anticipate another round of rainfall later this evening extending into the early hours of tomorrow. 

We are not out of the woods and still at the tail end of the storm. Hi water still looms over many roads making driving conditions impossible or extremely dangerous. 

We continue to stress the message, please stay off the roads until further notice. 

County officials just finished a conference call with our city managers, all of whom are reporting widespread flooding throughout Volusia County city and Minnie's polities as well as down trees and situational rescues occurring. 

Our shelters are also experiencing an increase in residents seeking emergency shelter. As 1 PM this afternoon a total of 361 people... This is an increase in the counter earlier this morning. We are aware that some residents will be displaced from their homes because of the storm we are working with Red Cross to find homes for these people 

If you are unsure where you're going to live because your home is damage, please know we are working with our community partners to identify long-term appropriate shelters. 

You're working together to provide the necessary help that is needed. 

As of 2 PM, more than 247,000 volution County customers are without power. Speaking of no power, we have been talking about this extensively already. Generator safety. If you are already planning her you have got your generator out and it is working, please make sure you do it in a safe manner. 

With severe flooding outside, some people in many homes think it is falsely safe to operate their gender in their garage. Do not ever do this. Without adequate ventilation, carbon monoxide can seep into your home and causes significant threat to you your family and your pets. 

Back feeding generator is not just against our code, it is extremely dangerous. If you back fetid generator you are not only putting you and your family in danger but you can accidentally kill one of our men or women utility workers. 

I have nothing more to say about this, please do not do it. 

To provide additional safety guidance, I am going to bring public works director Ben Bartlett. Ben? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you Kevin. First off, I cannot stress this enough; stay off the roads. 

This is not the time to be out and about unless it is absolutely necessary. As we speak, our crews are assessing the roads and strong water systems for damage. As the assessments progress, information will be disseminated to the public including notifications on when those roads are safer travel. 

By staying off the roads you can help create a safer working environment for all emergency crews working to restore services. 

Even once road conditions have improved, you may still come across hazards and need to act accordingly. First, if you approach standing or running water over the road turnaround. Numerous variables dictate the probability of successfully navigating through water such as the depth of the water on the road, underwater debris, the vehicle type and the condition of your tires. 

It is best not to take the risk. 

Please, turn around and do not drown. 

Secondly, you may approach nonworking traffic signals. In this situation, follow the same rules as if you were approaching a four-way stop. Always come to a complete stop, look twice, as other motorists may not follow this rule associated with nonoperating traffic signals. 

Additionally, people need to be aware of trees and lands that sustained damageâ€¦ Sometimes there may not even be any visible signs of damage to the streets. Please, be aware of your surroundings both at your home and on the roads at all times. 

Powerlines, they pose a significant safety risk. Always assume any time you see a downed power line that it is energized. I promise you there is no way to determine whether a downed power line is active simply by looking at it. Remember, the current can be transmitted to other nearby objects from a downed power line meaning you can still be electrocuted even without touching the powerline itself 

To give you some perspective on the magnitude of this storm, 100 year storm event is roughly 11 inches of rain over a 24 hour period. Hurricane Ian has just dropped more than double that amount across Volusia County. Please think about that. This is going to take a significant amount of time for transportation and stormwater systems to return to normal. 

Please be safe. Stay off the road, and give our emergency crews a safer environment to get out there and work and clear those roads and work on those stormwater systems. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you Ben. FPL is committed to restoring power as safely and quickly as possible. Crews have been continuing to work around the clock to restore service we have mobilized 37 staging, parking and processing sites. Damaging teams are stillâ€¦ Including drown teams who are working to put eyes on the damage so we can get the right crews and the right equipment in the right place. To restore power safely and his quickness possible. 

We have also crews working to clear road so that workers can gain access and start the rebuilding process. We understand customers who lost power want to know when it will be restored. We are assessing the damage in determining the right cruise and right equipment to respond. 

Keep in mind that due to the strength of the storm, many homes and businesses have had damages that will make them unable to accept power. Safety remains our top priority for our cruising customers. Please remember to stay away from downlines, assume any downline is an energized powerline and call 911 or one 804 outage to report. 

Additional safety tips are available@fpl.com/storm 

In addition you can download the app. Instant access your account and customers can get the latest information on an outage. To download the app text the word APP to my FPL. 

Customers can also sign up for storm updates by texting or drawing to my FPL.com. â€“ Join the number is 63675. Here is Jim Judge. 

JIM JUDGE: 
Thank you very much. The good news is that Ian is moving off the coast so that is good news for us. With that, we have seen the winds die down from where they were. We can still expect on the low-end tropical storm force winds. Around the 40 to 45 mile an hour speed limit. 

There are going to be some additional higher gusts coming through. As we move into the evening hours and hopefully by midnight, the system will be far enough offshore we are not going to get those tropical storm force winds or even the strong tropical force gusts. 

We can expect, is an additional 1 to 3 inches of rain overnight, already coming in on a very saturated county. Please be advised of that. The good news is that tomorrow, we will have drier conditions. Not just tomorrow but through the entire week. 

Temperatures will be in the 80s, possibly down into the 60s at night. Much better weather ahead, much drier weather ahead. We are hoping that the water will subside and we can get back out there again. 

We are still very much in the response mode. We have fire rescue, beach safety ocean rescue with a share of software performing rescues right now â€“ office 

As we move forward we will get into the recovery phase. That is still a day or two away. Once we get into the recovery mode, there is a lot of information out there about chainsaw safety, looking out for widow makers. Limbs hanging up in the trees that are ready to come down. Climbing up on roofs, ladders and taking the shutters down. We see a lot of people coming off the roofs, ladders and our emergency medical service folks then end up providing a response to those. 

Be advised of that. 

There is a lot of water out there, do not play or walk in it. Again, you never know what is in the water. There is also a chance for red ants to get on top of wood, limbs etc. and snakes as they come out of the woods and make their way around. 

Be advised of that. 

Clean up information. We have a lot of homes that are flooded and what to do. You can go to Red Cross.org. Also the FEMA site is ready.gov, Consumer Reports. 

There is a wealth of information on the inernet about how to properly clean, sanitize and prepare your home to be livable again after that water intrusion. 

With that, conditions continue to improve hopefully by midnight tonight. These ones will be out of here, but we continue to have one to 3 inches possibly of rain overnight in an already saturated County. 

As we mentioned, still a good time to stay off the roads, get to the beach when it is a little bit better and stay safe. With that I would like to bring up Kevin Captain once again. 

KEVIN CAPTAIN: 
Thanks Jim. Unfortunately sheriff (Name) had to step out to respond to a different situation so he will be unable to close with us today. I know a lot of you have questions about what is going on in your city. 

There is also questions about the Daytona International Airport. 

You can visit your city's website for the latest up-to-date information but also reemphasize that the website pollution.org/pen for public information network â€“ Volusia 

It will give you the latest and greatest information on your cities. I will tell you, we have a great team in place. 

Volusia County's entire staff of public safety, public protection, public works, community services and beyond are working around the clock in these response and recovery efforts. 

The damage of the storm caused, can only be defined as devastating. Which will take our community weeks if not months to recover from. 

Despite this adversity, rest assured we will recover. We can rebuild, and we will prevail. 

With that, we will close today's news conference. Thank you for listening and continued to stay tuned@volusia.org and our Facebook page. 

Thank you to everyone who spoke today and as always take care, stay safe and help your neighbours. 

(End of broadcast) 
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