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SPEAKER: 
Ladies and gentlemen, the program will begin in five minutes. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Will start in just a few--We will start in just a few moments, please take your seats. Ladies and gentlemen, we are starting the program in just a few moments. Please take your seats. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon everyone! Welcome to the 2023 State of the County address. I am Kevin Captain with the County's community division. We have a wonderful lunch prepared for you today, and an exciting program ahead of us. 

Before we get started we have a few brief announcements. At your tables you will notice the State of the County booklet, which provides an overview of some of the counties key accomplishments from the past year. This is yours to take home. And also you are welcome to grab extras from our registration table on the way out to share with family and friends. 

None of this would be possible today without the gracious support of today's event sponsors. If you are part of an organization that helped sponsor today's event, thank you for that! 

(APPLAUSE) 

Special appreciation goes to the stop of the ocean Centre, the Oak view group for the delicious lunch, SLS interpreting services for American sign language interpretation, independent printing for the printing of the booklet, and the entire Volusia County information team for helping make today's event materialize into a great occasion. 

I would now like to introduce the chair, Mr. Jeff Brower. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Thank you Kevin, and thank you all for coming! And it is so good to look around this room and see every seat filled. 

I think it is important that we do this and celebrate our county, to celebrate where we live but most importantly to celebrate one another. 

What you are about to experience is pretty ordinary as far as the way meetings get started but it is going to be extraordinary this morning. The first thing that will happen, and just a minute I will introduce the pastor for the invocation, and then the Vietnam veterans of America chapter 48 of Daytona Beach will lead us in a Pledge of Allegiance. 

Then there will be the singing of your national anthem by Faith Neil. You are going to feel like applauding through all three of those things, I will ask you to hold your applause until the end. I went through rehearsal and it was so moving and so touching, and I want you to get that same powerful feeling. 

These men who served our country in Vietnam deserve our honour, our appreciation, and our praise. And so I just hope you will experience it in the same way that we did in this room yesterday. 

To start off I will ask the pastor to come up and bless this food and bless this event. Pastor? 

SPEAKER: 
Good afternoon. Will you bow your heads with me in prayer? Thank you. Father God, we give thanks to you for you are good. Your mercy and your steadfast love endures from generation to generation. 

You have made the heavens, the earth, and all who live upon it. You are God, and besides you, there is no other. You rain over your creation and holiness, righteousness, love and strength. Therefore Lord, we call upon your name this morning asking that you direct our steps, for your ways are right. We call upon your name this morning asking that you grant us wisdom, for your will is perfect. 

We pray for the leaders of this county that they will humble themselves before you Lord, and from that place of humility, that you would be pleased to bless their work and service. We thank you God for the godly leaders that we have who serve you and serve this county with diligence. We also pray for the citizens in this county. We pray that each citizen will seek you daily, serve you daily, and be used by you as a vessel for righteousness. Father God, will you raise up in this county women, men, and children who have holy reverence for your name, who have expressed kittens for their sins and to trust your son, the Lord Jesus Christ alone for their salvation. Will you build this county with your holy presence and service, and may Volusia County the witness of the rest of the country for your faithfulness. Lord thank you for this food. It may provide nourishment for our bodies. In the powerful name of Jesus who gave us the freedom to free us from our sins, Amen. 

SPEAKER: 
Now if you would please stand for the presentation of the colors by the Vitenam Veterans of America Chapter 48, Daytona Beach. Please stay standing for the National Anthem. 

SPEAKER: 
Forward march. Halt. Left face. Present arms. I Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic of which it stands. One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

(Sings National Anthem) 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Forward guard. Right face. Forward march. Left, march, left, march. Flag down. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Wow. I wanted to introduce to you Faith Neal, all of 16 years old, sang to your national anthem this morning. Thank you. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
And of course, Pastor Demetrius Williamson from Faith covenant, Daytona Beach for the invocation. We thank you. We want to thank the Vietnam veterans of America, chapter 1048, Daytona Beach. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you, Mr Chair. And everyone who is here today. In a moment when we will start the buffet lines and the room is divided in half. When it is your turn, head to the buffet line on your side of the room. 

If you requested a vegetarian or special meal, please be sure to tell the server at the buffet line at your request. If you are interested in coffee, we have coffee in the back of the room. 

As you enjoy today's meal, we will have some PSA's and short stories playing on the screens. As we finish up lunch when we will have 30 second. And the state of the State of the County presentation will begin. 

Who is hungry? Let's get started. Will the guests in the front row please begin to make your way to the buffet lines? Thank you, and enjoy. 

(Music plays) 

(Video plays) 

SPEAKER: 
It was established in 1964 as a sanctuary for migratory birds. It includes over 21,000 acres of habitat and home to a wide variety of plant and animal species. 

This part is teeming with wildlife! Some activities of the refuge include hunting, fishing, birdwatching, biking, and hiking the 15 miles of beautiful trails inside of the park. 

Located inside of the national refuge is Tick Island. Researchers found a large sand mount here which is not your typical one but in ancient burial site. In the 1960s, single, double, and multi-person graves were found totaling 175 burials. Graves on tick Island contain ceremonial artifacts, sadly to a company departed on their journey to the afterlife. 

Tick Island is not developed for visitors but can be seen from Lakewood drift national refuge. It is another example of the rich history that can be found here in Volusia County. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Now Trey will join us to talk about the unique topography of the area. 

SPEAKER: 
Florida was underwater and part of a underwater shelf and they powered up forming a layer of limestone that was hundred or thousands deep, and as they eroded, sand and clay were deposited over that line somewhere. 

Much of that quartz sand layer we have today came from that mountain range. These ridges along with sinkholes give this a hill-like feeling that can give challenge to your bike ride in this area. 

SPEAKER: 
We have made to our final destination of DeLeon Springs Park. Join us as Lisa dives into the area's history. 

The area known as DeLeon Springs state park has a history of more than 6000 years beginning with the Myakka Indians who occupy this area for several thousand years. 

In the early 1800s, a man named William Williams received a land grant for 2000 acres and named his property Spring Garden. Spring Garden had several owners over the year and group cotton, corn, and sugarcane. By the earliest 20th century, steamboats and railroads made this area easily accessible and tourism boom began. 

Attractive evening included a waterskiing elephant in the 1950s and became a start park in 1992, and you can hike, swim, kayak more inside of the state park. 

Thank you for joining us on the trail as we ride from grand Avenue to DeLeon Springs State Park. I hope you enjoyed and learned a little bit more about the nature and the history of this era and the video encourages you to get out. I'm Lisa. 

SPEAKER: 
I am Trey. 

SPEAKER: 
I am Heather. 

SPEAKER: 
This is Volusia Today. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Subscribed to the Volusia County YouTube channel. 

SPEAKER: 
And hit the bell icon to let you know what's happening. 

SPEAKER: 
There are so many great places to explore, and places to learn, with over 1000 videos to learn there for everyone, we have countless features showcasing history, nature, wildlife and recreation. 

Subscribe and hit the bell icon. 

SPEAKER: 
We stream important videos. Did you subscribe yet? 

SPEAKER: 
We record our weekly video show Volusia today and interview staff from different directions and stuff that discuss the nitty-gritty of their field of expertise. 

(Multiple speakers) 

(Video ends) 

(Music plays) 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
Good morning. I'm Kevin Captain, the community information director. Thank you so much for coming out today and we are here together to get the ribbon on the hiking trail. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Today we are excited to open the hiking trail. And give park goers another way to enjoy the serene and natural beauty of DeLeon Springs. 

This is a great day for residents and visitors of DeLeon Springs and we thank you all for being here to celebrate this day with us. 

SPEAKER: 
this has been three years in the making felt that we have local citizens that needed to hike and it's a beautiful trail and so glad all of you came today to help us celebrate the opening of it. 

SPEAKER: 
Let's gather and cut the ribbon. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
Three, two, one... 

SPEAKER: 
A great addition to the park specifically in Northwest Volusia County. It offers a place to hike and get out of the ballfield area if they are waiting on tournament play and come out here to the woods and get away from it. 

And feel like you are in a different area. There is a natural seat within this one-mile trail segment that folks take a look at. There is an interpretive panel that explains what it is. 

SPEAKER: 
Just like all of DeLeon Springs, it is so beautiful here. It is an absolutely wonderful addition to our trail system and another beautiful part of what we offer in West Volusia County and we are excited about it. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
My name is Frank Hanel and I'm a former United States Marine. I was in Vietnam in 1967 and 1968 and I would like to read a poem about an event I witnessed. 

(Reads) 

I'm lying in this field 
about a million miles from home 
I'm lying in this rice field 
I'm cold and alone 
I am lying in this rice field 
have a bullet in my head 
an NVA just shot me, 
and I think I'll soon be dead 
I didn't see it coming and it, by surprise 
I was helping out a Corporal who had shrapnel in his eyes 
I guess we are both going home 
but not the way we came 
through will be no late partying 
there will be no poker games 
we are both lying in this rice field 
dreaming of more peaceful dreams 

it happened way too many times in all of the 16 years 
so they built a great big monument 
in Washington DC 
commemorating forever in black 
all the men that will never come back 
at last count, it was 58,183. 

SPEAKER: 
To honour six Volusia County residents who have been inducted into the veterans Hall of Fame which was established in 2013 to recognize veterans who had made significant contributions to their communities, and to serve with their fellow veterans. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Doctor Frank Farmer served as a intelligence officer in the Vietnam War and joined later as a battalion surgeon and continues his service as a flight surgeon with the US Air Force. Retiring as a colonel in 2004. 

Meanwhile he established a medical practice in Ormond Beach and served as President of the Florida Medical Association. From 2011-2012, Doctor Farmer served the state of Florida as a Surgeon General, and Secretary of health. 

SPEAKER: 
America is a resilient country. We may have divisions or disagreements but our core value, America is still the greatest country in the world and has the greatest values in the world and treats its citizens better than anywhere in the world. 

In America you can do what you want to do and achieve what you want to achieve by your own work and your own ambitions. It is a boundless country. 

SPEAKER: 
Rod Phillips is a proud veteran introduced to Vietnam during the offensive in 1960 it and went on to the Tip of the Spear during search and destroy missions, and since his discharge in 1970, he worked in law enforcement for 30 years... 

SPEAKER: 
We didn't want communism from Vietnam, nor Vietnam or any other communist countries that are known, China and others to come onto our shores. So being raised a patriot, I wanted to take that war over to their shores. 

Some of the most intriguing Vietnamese people, it is a very poor country but the people have a great heart, they love their country! And we just wanted to protect them as much as we could. 

SPEAKER: 
JosÃ© Rosa not only served during two wars, but he has served by helping local veterans through charitable projects. He's a member of post-42 in Port Orange and a past District Commander. He is also president of the veterans Museum and education center in Daytona Beach, where he educates the public about the sacrifices made by American veterans. 

SPEAKER: 
When 9/11 came to this country and we were attacked it is a big difference than going to fight somewhere else. I say to the youngsters, "Honour your country. Defend it. Volunteer. Make sure that the war stays somewhere else." We don't want war anywhere, but make sure it does not come here to effect your entire family and where you live. 

SPEAKER: 
Locally we remember him for founding the veterans Museum and education center in Daytona Beach. Sadly Mr. Brinkley passed away in August 2022. Today other veterans are staffing the museum and keeping Mr. Brinkley's dream alive. 

SPEAKER: 
In 2013 at the age of 85 he founded the veterans Museum and education Centre, a nonprofit corporation dedicated to paying tribute to the men and women who served in our Armed Forces. It was his desire that his labour of love serve as a lasting legacy for future generations to recognize the service and sacrifice of our veterans. And as a reminder that is not free. 

SPEAKER: 
A trauma Vatican, David Rose was stationed to treat all kinds of traumatic injuries. After serving his country in Vietnam Rose continued his surgical practice and he continues to care for his war brothers and sisters. He is also invested countless hours into veteran projects and works diligently to educate others on the plight of our soldiers. 

SPEAKER: 
I have been toward hundreds of veterans. I even spoke at the Vietnam Wall one time. And so in my involvement late in life with veterans, once a medic always a medic. I have integrated and embedded myself and dedicated my recent years of life into helping veterans. 

It is literally almost all I do. 

SPEAKER: 
Frank Hahnel witnessed the horrors of combat in the Vietnam War and survived a 1968 Tet Offensive. Since leaving the military, this compassionate man has helped other veterans dealing with posttraumatic stress disorder. 

He has also provided assistance in nominating two former dilatory members for the medal of honour. 

SPEAKER: 
I was there for a year and four days. We had no TV, radio, no calling home, phones or anything, and so we were oblivious to anything going on at home, about the antiwar personnel and what they were doing. 

When I got discharged into California, waiting for my flight to go back to New York, sitting in a bar with a few other Marines and one of their dads, we were approached by antiwar personnelâ€¦ Hippies if you will, who spat on us, some threw stuff on us and called us baby killers and other names. 

That was my first introduction into what was going on back home. 

I like to take this opportunity to thank Volusia County and everyone involved, to honour the veterans. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you. 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
I'm excited to welcome everyone to today's ribbon-cutting to suffer the purchase of the newly acquired Volusia Forever property. 

TROY KENT: 
The acquisition of this property could not be possible without the collaboration partnership between the Volusia County government, the St. John's River water management, and the city of Ormond Beach. We are here today to celebrate the positive impact this will have in our community. 

SPEAKER: 
Purchases like this allow us to preserve the natural land in Florida for generations to come. 

SPEAKER: 
We are excited as a city to have the opportunity to manage this newly acquired land and explain the recreational opportunities for our residents. We understand the importance of preserving our natural resources, and this acquisition will help us continue our long legacy of environmental stewardship in the city. 

Without further do, come up and cut the ribbon! 

1, 2, 3.... 

(Applause) 

SPEAKER: 
I want to express the cities sincere gratitude to the Penland family for selling this property and made the concessions to do this. 

SPEAKER: 
We were so happy to see this stay as part of the natural development and not become commercial development. It was the perfect fit. 

(Music plays) 

(Commercial captioned) 

SPEAKER: 
Ready for and explore Volusia challenge? All you will need is your cell phone. Eight conservation areas over eight months. First to download the natural resources act. Next locate the blue post. Take a picture and share using the natural tag. Make sure to take all five posts to complete the challenge. Having difficulty identifying an animal or plant? Don't worry, the Apple do it for you! Simply start by opening the app and taking pictures. Complete the challenge and have a chance to win prizes, Volusia tracker pen and Volusia car magnet. 

Volusia Adventurerer has you covered with a dry fit t shirt. Volusia Explorer gets you a sweet hat and an awesome outdoor swag bag. 

So don't miss out, get out and explore Volusia! 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
It is probably a once-in-a-lifetime storm for people. You have multiple high-rises, multiple condominiums, multiple single-family homes that are structurally at risk of falling into the ocean. 

My name is Jessica Fentress, and the Volusia County coastal director. The storm event we have had approximately $15.5 million of estimated damages. We have sustained damages at every single one of our coastal parks. 

The north the jetty has been decimated by the storm. There's a new hole in the jetty immediately west of our fishing deck, and then all of our speed rail, which is the guardrails along the jet, they have all been decimated. 

One particular beach that got damaged, this year with Hurricane Ian and we have 16 completely compromised beach ramps. After Hurricane Ian you will see paint marks on seawalls, that is where sand used to be. You will see there are walk over that seem not to be damaged but they're hanging 4 feet in the air. That is a 4 foot sea loss. 

We have lost our buffer. Our buffer is gone. I think the storm is the worst a lot of people have seen in a long time. 16 vehicular beach ramps being damaged is unprecedented! 

It is an urgency on our end to go through and and just preemptively close as many things that need repair as possible. Then once we get this done we can start to tackle the low hanging fruit. Then we try to get these fixed and open back up to provide access as soon as possible. 

We are trying to expedite their permitting processes. We are working with the Corps of Engineers on long-term solutions. We have talked to your state and federal elected officials on not only State Legislature that would help pollution in the future, but also federal legislation that could bring relief dollars. 

Every dollar that we spend on recovery, as long as we follow the rules and regulations of FEMA, we are only paying 12 and half cents on the dollar. If it is partially damaged we only had the damaged portion. If it is over 50%, then it is an entire replacement of the entire walkover. 

SPEAKER: 
When you get a storm like this, you look at the future, not for what we're doing next week but in the next decade or five decades. I would ask the public to give us patience and space, to do the work we need to do, be smart about where you go, do not take shade under a leaning seawall, do not climb over a dune walkover that is closed for public safety. Give us grace. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Every day we make decisions positive and negative that impact our lives and the environment around us. Have you ever considered where litter, fertilizer, or grass grass clippings enter a storm drain and the impact it can have on the environment? Many people never think of it and we decided to tag along for a storm drain marketing event and what we learned left a lot for consideration. 

SPEAKER: 
As you can see, we are here in the lot and several storm drains located here in the indentations. The water from the lot will run into storm drain and this is a great example of what storm drains are designed to do. 

That is collect water from these impermeable surfaces and collect it so there is no flooding. That is the purpose of stor drains and we developed storm drains and you can see the water rises and rises and can flood our homes or buildings, and just about anywhere. 

It is designed to move that water away from structures and people and protect us from flooding. That is the design. When the water goes down into the storm drain, it winds up directly into the waterways. The grass clippings are filled with nitrogen. Nitrogen is a nutrient, you think nutrients are great, that's awesome! Not in the lagoon. 

Because nitrogen makes things grow. It makes things green, you might think, "That's natural, that's great!" Not in the lagoon. What will it make grow out there? You got it. Fertilizer does what fertilizer does. It makes things green when it makes things grow. Out in the lagoon it will make the algae grow. Huge problem with let's talk about â€“ nitrogen and hopefully not phosphates. Nitrous phosphates in Florida your fertilizer because our soil has phosphates if it runs off it is a huge issue. 

(Buffering) 

**Audio lost** 

**Audio restored** 

SPEAKER: 
And it harms the lagoon and the wildlife in the lagoon, and they can make a real difference by not letting toxins go down the drain or nitrogen, or trash or anything go down the drain. 

SPEAKER: 
On the 15th we marked 15 storm drains with no dumping signs. 

For real change to take place when it will take all of us working together. Taking place our individual actions can have negative impacts or fundamentally create positive change. Do your part and spread the message, clean up litter when you see it and and remember: every little bit counts. Keep Volusia Beautiful. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
I think it is something we can all unite around. Trash. Cleaning it up. I think it will bring people together. I'm hoping we can get more and more people involved. 

(Music plays) 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Anyone want some pup cream? Hey, beautiful dogs! Get yourself some pup cream. Look at that â€“ it is hot outside. 

SPEAKER: 
When it comes to serving the public, there is no substitute for the personal touch. That's the idea behind this community outreach program, Meet the Pack, the county service officers and those are the ones to help protect animals and their owners, clinical services, microchip pets and an enforce laws regarding animal cruelty and neglect. 

What a better location to meet with residents and the two and four-legged varieties talk about the services and programs. 

SPEAKER: 
A trip to the dog park. Public protection works when there is a strong link between the protectors and community and when residents reach out and vice versa it helps will trust and understanding. 

For years law enforcement has had this and Volusia County animal services has Meet the Pack. 

SPEAKER: 
We are here to say hey to everybody and get to know people. 

SPEAKER: 
We are here to help with you guys and want to tell you and educate you guys on ordinances in the county. 

SPEAKER: 
Meet the Pack takes place on the first Friday of every month and they split up into two parts â€“ one on the used side and one on the west side. In this particular morning, officers made the rounds at Berkeley Square dog park to chat about various things. 

SPEAKER: 
If there is anything you need or see, injured cat, raccoon that is stuck, you can give us a call. 

SPEAKER: 
OK. I appreciated. 

SPEAKER: 
In addition to programs and services there are plenty of free goodies for the dogs, water, pup cream, underdogs have plenty of time to frolic and get a cooldown in the lake and from around with each other and the new officer friends. 

SPEAKER: 
Hi! Are you having fun? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you for your services. 

SPEAKER: 
My pleasure. This is what we get to do, right? 

SPEAKER: 
In addition to getting to know residents and pets and promoting the county's programs and services, Meet the Pack is an opportunity to dispel the modern dogcatcher because today's Officer is so much more than that. 

SPEAKER: 
Meet the Pack is an opportunity for Volusia County animal service officers to have an open line of communication to the citizens in the community. Having opportunity to take a walk around the park and opportunity for you to tell us what you might need. 

SPEAKER: 
Field supervisor also uses it as an opportunity to install the see something, say something monitor in the public. 

SPEAKER: 
We don't live where you live or see the things you see. We needed to be that voice for the voiceless and let us know when you see animal cruelty. 

SPEAKER: 
Judging by the public, it is a hit. 

SPEAKER: 
If you need us to provide the services... 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
For free? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, ma'am. 

SPEAKER: 
(Laughs) Nothing is for free. 

SPEAKER: 
So glad I came today. This is great. 

SPEAKER: 
What do you think about Volusia County animal services being out here? 

SPEAKER: 
Dogs love you all and it adds a sense of security and helps me sleep better at night knowing that everyone is here. 

SPEAKER: 
The program is a hit with animal services officers. 

SPEAKER: 
The animal control officers are able to get a new relationship with the community. They get pleasure, enjoy, and sheer happiness with being able to help somebody and popular pets. 

To find out more about Meet the Pack and when they will be out near a park, call Volusia County animal services at 386-248-1790. 

From Volusia Magazine, I am Gary Davidson. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Today we are swinging into the Bicentennial Park, located in Ormond by the sea. This park is loaded with amenities and tenni playground, dog park, and more. And more. 

In 1876, (Unknown Name), a Civil War veteran from Connecticut purchased a homestead here in what is now known as Ormond by the sea. They planted guava, mulberry, peaches, and 55 varieties of citrus trees. 

They sold their business to Ferdinand. They did not move far away and actually built a new home on Jon Anderson Drive. The road that cuts through Bicentennial Park. 

SPEAKER: 
In Volusia County we have five made of pine trees and two of those pine trees have (Indiscernible) means fire will not come in. Serotinous means when fire comes through it will burn through to have these cones open up. 

After the fire comes through, and these cones open up, that is when the seeds come out and look like helicopters came out and they fly around. 

SPEAKER: 
The city of Veracruz set heading to Cuba and they encountered a hurricane off the coast of Cuba running into 50 foot waves. They literally split the wooden ship in two. Plunging it and as passengers into the dark Atlantic. 

Local legend has it that the victims were buried in a mass grave in Ormond by the sea. No gravesite has ever been found. 

Public outcry over the tragic loss of the Veracruz helped convince Congress in 1983 to have funds to build a new White House on the North Shore. On Ponce Inlet. It still stands today. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you so much for watching today as we explored the Bicentennial Park. I hope you enjoyed learning about the history, the ecological futures, and unique amenities here. I'm Lisa. 

SPEAKER: 
I am Tracy. 

SPEAKER: 
I am Trey. 

SPEAKER: 
I am Heather. 

SPEAKER: 
Join us next time on Volusia Today. 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
These guys go into great detail in everyday life and prepare you for that. 

SPEAKER: 
I've never done this before. At one point, none of us had ever done this before. 

SPEAKER: 
Your certifications and accreditations and everything you do. 

SPEAKER: 
"What you do for a living?" At 22 years old to tell people I was a corrections officer, it was awesome. You know? 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
It is a beautiful day in Volusia County. I am Kevin Captain, the community information director for Volusia County government. And today we are gathered to cut the ribbon onto massive projects. The canal treatment facility and the whining and resurfacing project. 

BEN BARTLETT: 
To be able to construct a transportation project and a water quality project going on at the same time, with multiple partners, multiple funding sources, it is really an accomplishment and credit to our public works team as well as the teams we have assembled. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Water quality is key to our success, not just in Volusia County. Everything we are doing is going to make us thrive, make our ecosystems thrive, make our fish and wildlife thrive here in Volusia County. Not only for their survival and enjoyment but for the enjoyment of our residents. Thank you all so much! Thank you to our partners and everyone involved. The proof in the pudding, you guys make things happen. 

DALE JENKINS: 
thank you for having me here to represent the district. We have worked with local governments in Volusia County for the past six or seven years. A couple of years ago the legislature provided a direct appropriation to the St. John's water main District for 25 years for water quality improvements for the lagoon. This infrastructure and water treatment facility project is partly funded through that direct grant given to us. 

(Applause) 

(Music plays) 

SPEAKER: 
Hi, I'm Heather Belton with Volusia County community information. Today we are out at the beautiful Lighthouse Park located in the small town of Ponce Inlet. This 52 acre park is located along the northern shoreline of Ponce DeLeon, and has boardwalks, restaurants, and picnic pavilions. There is a nature trail that leads to a scenic observation tower that overlooks the Halifax River. There is a 50 foot jetty deck that stretches out into the sea and a dog friendly beach that is located in the park inlet. 

Tracy and Deborah are going to join me to speak about some of the features we can find in the park. 

SPEAKER: 
In the early 1920s, Robert Rich Eddy began early construction on the terrace hotel. This hotel was designed by Loui Magazine or who also designed the Ormond Beach Hotel. 

Sadly this project never got off the ground due to several hurricanes into statewide land bust. In the 1980s, local officials decided to have this location raised. All that is left of this hotel is the wall of tiles behind me. On the park you can find several of these terra-cotta tiles. This is an area where you can hold a piece of history in your hand. 

SPEAKER: 
This area is rich in history. Located not far from hereâ€¦ 

SPEAKER: 
Ladies and gentlemen, please take your seats. 

SPEAKER: 
There were drownings, storms, a raid by Seminal Indians and even played a part in the American Civil War. In 1970 the beacon Ponce beacon light was extinguished when the Coast Guard took over the wedding of the inlet from their station on the south shore. 

It was declared a National historic landmark in 1990 and the lighthouse still stands 175 feet tall, making it the tallest lighthouse in Florida and one of the tallest in the nation. It has become a very popular tourist destination in Volusia County and if you have not had a chance to check it out, I suggest you get out there and try it! 

SPEAKER: 
You may get the opportunity to see one of these sea urchins. These guys have spiky skin and they move around the rocks clean... World-class playground that spans more than 2000 miles. The birthplace of speed and home to miles of the most accessible beach in the country. 

Our magnificent parks, trails, and wildlife thrive, with glorious industries and endless business opportunities. A beacon to many of what life could and should be. If you are watching this in this room today, I'm not telling you anything you do not already know. 

You probably love this place as much as the person sitting next to you. It is our home. The place that we share with all who visit. And those who decide to put down rules. 

Our passion for keeping it the way it is, or was, is only balanced by one constant, one unavoidable truth: change. Change is inevitable. 

Some can get lost in the chaos of uncertainty. We spend countless hours predicting, studying, and assuming what the future could hold... But at the end of the day we prepare and focus on what we can control and what is important to us. 

And what we want Volusia County to be for generations to come. We are gathered here today to celebrate that change. And our endeavour to persevere. Because it is hard to not where you are going without looking back at how far you have come. 

Welcome to the State of the County. 

(Music plays) 

JEFFREY S BROWER: 
Good afternoon, I am Volusia County chair Jeff Brower. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
And I am Danny Robins, your District 3 Representative. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
We both look forward to serving you again in 2023. First let's take a quick look back at 2022. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Our Emergency Management team, road crews, and many others formed heroically under terrible conditions. The combined one-two punch of the storms brought historic rainfall, devastating flooding, and unprecedented coastal destruction. We continue to rebuild and recover resilient approaches to mitigate the effects of future storms. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Volusia County is strong and resilient, and we will continue to get to this as we always do, weathering the storm. While the hurricane brought destruction, it is also important to recognize water is our most important resource. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
In 2022 invested an amount of time in treating and preserving our water supply and we are not alone. Water is an issue that crosses across jurisdictional boundaries, it truly does affect all of us thanks to a collaborative effort between the Florida Department of environmental protection, more than $1 million of financial assistance was provided to septic tank owners within the DeLand spring shed. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
In addition, sewer lines are being built along US Highway 17, from DeLeon Springs. Significant improvements and expansions were also made to the utility plants in DeBary and Oak Hill. 

We are proud that the water treatment facility was completed in Edgewater. Water quality, protection, and preservation will continue to be among our very highest priorities! 

DANNY ROBINS: 
We continuously invest resources to ensure our residents have access to a variety of outdoor activities. Numerous projects came to fruition in 2022, including a new nature trail in DeBary. Water level now have access to a new canoe, and boat launch in Osteen. The River park also has a restroom, parking lot, and floating dock. There will be a walk-through reef exhibit. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
To ensure that we can enjoy the land, as Danny just mentioned we have to ensure that we preserve and treasure it. Volusia Forever along with our partners made some acquisitions such as a 13 acre expansion of Palm Bluff, and conservation lands along the Tamoko River. We have a plan overlooking the Halifax River to honour veterans, as well as to statues to honour Mary McLeod. 

A bronze statue is by the beach, while a magnificent porcelain statue resents Florida in the statue hall. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
This year's budget allocated 441 new Public Safety positions, two new fire trucks, and the relocation of two fire stations. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
The Council also allocated funds to provide for essential workstations for our EMS professionals. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
We broke foot on a state-of-the-art medical facility. Our staff helped rescue more than 70 animals, and the 2022 council adopted the county's first affordable housing plan to increase resource affordability for our residences. 

These are just some of the things we accomplished in 2022. Volusia County is truly a great place to work, play, and visit. We will work to enhance everything that makes our community so beautiful and unique. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
And now, let me the latest five members of your Volusia County Council. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
I am Don Dempsey, the district one representative. I am an attorney primarily practising in criminal and family law. Previously I served as a prosecutor with the State Attorney's office. 

As I represent you on the County Council, some of my priorities will be: responsible growth, protecting water and our environment, and keeping a lid on taxes. These are not easy issues. 

Although this is my first time in office, I'm confident we can accomplish great things. 

MATT REINHART: 
Hi, I am Matt Reinhart, and I was elected to a two-year term as your district to representative. This includes Volusia County from Daytona Beach to Port Orange. While I am a newcomer to the elected office but I'm not new to Volusia County. I worked for the Volusia County corrections division starting as a trainee, and retiring as a warden in 2017. I believe my 30 years of service in Volusia County government and my experience with contracts, policies and procedures make me well suited to meet the needs of our community. 

Some of my priorities include affordable housing, increasing small business sustainability, and effectively managing the County budget. 

TROY KENT: 
I'm Troy Kent and elected to a two-year term term as your District 4 County Council representative which includes northeast of Volusia, the West half of Ocean Beach, and the northeast portion of the land and DeLeon Springs felt my years of experienced both as an educator and as Ormond Beach city Commissioner and Deputy Mayor have for me in a position to bring about positive change for our residents. 

My priorities include beach access and road improvements, keeping the tax rate low and looking for ways to eliminate unnecessary or inefficient spending. 

DAVID SANTIAGO: 
I'm David Santiago and I was elected to a four-year term as your County Council, District 5 representative. And District 5 includes Southwest Volusia, including the cities of Deltona and DeBary. 

As a former member of the Florida House of Representatives in the Deltona city commission, I know how to get things done for our citizens of Volusia County and my priorities on the County Council include working to ensure strong local economy, maintaining and growing our small businesses, and protecting our water resources, and improving our environment. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
I'm Jake Johansson and have been a public servant of the citizens my entire adult life. I was elected county wide to a four-year term as your At-Large County Council representative and previously served in the United States Navy for 35 years. 

And recently as a city manager in Port Orange. I believe in cooperation, collaboration, communication, and common sense system a few of my priorities include job growth, and attracting high-tech companies to raise the median salary, managing the development so it balances economic impacts for the environmental protection. 

And being good stewards of the tax dollars while ensuring that county's budget is responsive to our residence needs. I'm looking forward to serving you for the next four years. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
There is no doubt that we as a County Council and community will face challenges. However, I prefer to call them opportunities. 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
We are ready and all seven of us to roll up our sleeves and get to the tasks of solving problems and doing the work we were elected to do. 

DON DEMPSEY: 
We are ready to address important issues and work to improve your quality of life. 

(Multiple speakers) 

SPEAKER: 
We are ready to work collaboratively with our residents and business community. Specific environmental organizations and cities and governmental partners to get things done. 

DANNY ROBINS: 
Be engaged and stay informed. We want and need to know what issues are important to you. 

SPEAKER: 
Everything we do, you will have the community's best interest at heart and remember we work for you. 

SPEAKER: 
For you. 

(Multiple speakers) 

JAKE JOHANSSON: 
We work for you. 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Ladies and gentlemen, this is your 2023 County Council, and we work for you! 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
This was not planned. But I would really be remiss if I didn't acknowledge the people that are in that Square back there on that platform, our communications division. You don't know, maybe you understand how much work into that. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
You all do excellent work and I want to thank the Ocean Center staff, the kitchen staff, the chef, once again. What a marvellous lunch! They do a great job. 

The lunch was so good I do not think anyone will mind if I unbutton my coat. That way I want you to get the full view of my tie. (Laughs) But thank you to everyone at the Ocean Center that made this possible. It is really good to look out here and see so many people. 

This is also not planned. But I have talked to several former Volusia County chairs here, from the first elected, on up, and some that were used to not elect County Chair by vote, but the Council itself would vote for a chair. 

If you served as Volusia County chair, would you please stand up and let us acknowledge you? 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Did you stand up? Where is Pat Murthy? OK. Did you stand up? Thank you. Let's get serious â€“ I really like that Volusia County does this. 

We are debating on the Council right now, should we continue to do this. It does cost money, you know what? Our sponsors, the business people in this community have been extremely generous. 

I want to thank you, as Kevin did, to make this possible and not a burden to the taxpayers. These guys put a lot of work in it, these women and these men, but I think it's appropriate that we come together once a year and celebrate the place that we live, and for me, to celebrate the people that you are. 

There is no doubt, as you just saw from this video, that Volusia County is a beautiful place to live. They considered the variety of experiences we enjoy. Including when of course, the world's most famous beach, the Indian River Lagoon, one of the most beautiful sections of the St. John's River, the Tomoko River, five springs including Silver Glen, DeLeon, Blue, Green, and Gemini. 

It's hard to count the number of lakes and creeks we have. We have six tremendous universities and colleges including Stetson University, and others right here. 

We have Daytona College, Kaiser, and the training center. You couple all of these together with UCF business incubator and Volusia County's economic development program, and it is clear that Volusia County is capable, and is producing the best trained workforce, and entrepreneurs in the state of Florida. 

We can be proud of what you all are doing. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
We are well equipped to offer our businesses and prospective new businesses an ideal place to grow and prosper. 

Volusia County can breathe the centre of clean, high tech, and informational businesses. Our challenge is to keep the place those entrepreneurs and business owners want to call home. 

Keeping Volusia the destination for visitors to come from all over the world â€“ our hospitality industry is a leading provider of employment in Volusia. For all of our residents. How do we do that? 

The simple answer is we must work together to make Volusia County the place we love making our home. As it usually goes, it is hard. It is hard. The hard reality is this absolutely requires this council working together as a team for the goals and desires you all share with us. 

That also means this council must work with our 16 great cities, each with their own unique beauty and personality, and it doesn't even stop there! We must come together to solve the common challenges we face and include those centers of higher education and mention, the business community, the sponsors of this event, and every city and county employ when all of us â€“ we all must work together. 

We faced two crushing events called Ian and Nicole and caused devastating destruction to our coast. It didn't just affect the coast â€“ there was massive flooding in Deltona, DeLand, Osteen, Lake Harney, and pockets across every inch of our county. 

I will share my observations as an elected person going through this process. The good and the challenges. Every community has challenges. That is why you elect us. First, it was evident to me as a county representative and I bet to some of our residents as well, the government is too big. 

Volusia County went to work immediately to the unique challenges that we suffered right here in local communities after such an emergency. We promptly opened up our environmental management office to issue temporary permits. 

And we waived every rule we could and fees that we could. Our state government was on the job immediately. But the business of getting property owners of the permit and paperwork to require to begin the recovery they needed, to begin that process was a bureaucratic maze of agencies and reports. 

For many, the seemingly endless variety of unfamiliar, and frankly, hard to understand bureaucratic requirements across various agencies, slowed the progress property owners who needed to protect their own homes and businesses before Nicole arrived. 

The doesn't mean the state of Florida ignored us. They have already appropriated $42.6 million in coastal relief for Volusia County. The bureaucracy that has grown in 245 years of American history is absolutely enormous. 

I believe it's up to us to be responsive at the local level. Let's face it â€“ our local governments, the cities represented at the County is a government that is closest to you. We touch you in greater ways than the federal government, and even the state government does. 

Now, I get lots of notifications of bills that are being entered at the Statehouse. I want to make an appeal to you, the people that are in this room, and a state delegation that is represented here. 

This is not a complaint but it is troubling,see, I am in county government and you believe in local control, and there was a Senate Bill put forward that introduces a state mandate preempting â€“ in fact, it would ban local governments from adopting regulations, rules, policies, relating to pollution control, water quality, water quantity, and wetlands. 

Now, in my opinion, this is not East Palestine. I do not want to have and be restricted from talking about at the local level, those most important things we face here. 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Many of our responsibilities that county government shares requires working with state and federal bureaucracies. That can make being responsive and flexible slower than we like it. Tedious, and expensive! That has to change! 

First, we must work with the system as it is that we have right now to protect and repair the damaged property and lives that resulted from these two hurricanes. We need to encourage the state agencies to work together to help us build and rebuild, through the summer months, before we get too far into the next hurricane season. 

Volusia County is dedicated to that service. We must take up monumental tasks of changing and reducing those bureaucracies to conform to our needs here at home. We need a plan that just doesn't cross our own departments. But state, and federal departments and agencies. 

I know that sounds impossible, but it is tragedies like these that fuel the energy and desire to make real positive changes. I believe with God's help, we can do it in Florida. I don't mean that as a blended attempt to win God's favour â€“ I'm pretty sure we cannot fool God this morning. I mean it, sincerely. 

The task is enormous and we much must approach it with the humility, sincerity, and courage to serve God by helping our fellow man. You cannot solve the challenges we face without the wisdom and grace of God. 

The challenges we face here at home and across are bigger than anyone of us. Let's look at the condition of our coast. 

Our first responsibility is to help the property owner's home for 100 years we have been telling them, "You can build on our coast." We have homes and business along our coast. This council will not abandon you. 

We must ask the questions among ourselves first, and with our state representative and business community, and everyone that lives here, where and how should we build going forward? 

What have we learned from the storms? Should the coastal construction control line be moved further west of the high tide watermark? As part of a transformational 100 year plan? These are tough questions but they must be asked and they require community involvement. 

Now let's look at the flooding across the county, which is common even in normal storms. These hurricanes or a wake-up call that business as usual just cannot continue! They revealed our vulnerability with pinpoint accuracy. 

While painful we were given a gift of knowledge. We cannot ignore it. That would be a tragedy resulting in the loss of quality of life that you deserve or good businesses that many come here for. 

We need to ask serious questions about how and where future develop and a curse. We have talked about this for decades but these are the challenges that require change that have been presented, and now is the time to sort them out. 

It will require a community conversation, studying, research, and courage once again necessary to make the decisions. This is not about going backwards. 

This is not a call for us to have an argument between the development community, attorneys, homeowners and builders. This... Please hear me, this is a call for all of us to come together to work! We all have private property rights. 

The problem is sometimes you forget that just like you have property rights, I have private property rights, and you have private property rights, and for my rights to impede on yours, I have to step back and consider that, not that we trump over property rights but that we hold it the way that our founders intended and gave it to us. That we would have love and respect for one another and this place that we call home, this beautiful place you just saw in the video. 

I am hoping that you hear that because that is my priority. 

This is about revitalizing our community to be a world-class economy with unmatched quality of life. Remember those 16 universities or colleges I mentioned a minute ago? We need to listen to what they are telling us. 

Remember the springs or rivers I mentioned? (Sighs) this is hard. Those rivers are sounding an alarm. Those springs are sounding an alarm that require immediate and continuous action. Swimming is not permitted in three of our five springs because bacteria counts are too high! 

Four of our rivers, including the Halifax which is the northern part of the Indian River Lagoon, the St. John's, Tacoma River, they are all on the impaired water list of the impaired water act. Now that does not mean there is no hope, quite the contrary! This list is a call to action for our community, to get our water bodies delisted by doing everything we need to improve the water quality. 

I can tell you, Mr. Robbins can tell you their personal experience watching our staff, they are personally committed to making this happen! They take it seriously. 

Now the spending parties, zoning and land usage that this city makes, we should do everything we can to improve our water quality. I believe this should be the Council's top priority going forward. Rushing forward in this current growth cycle with the hope that technology will catch up sometime down the road should not be an option. 

Assuming our growth patterns are not contributing to our current dilemma is not credible or responsible. This is our opportunity to make meaningful changes. 

The majority of your council, the majority of these men ran with the promise of responsible growth. I did when I ran. This council has an opportunity and I believe they are serious! They have the opportunity to take a noble place in Volusia County history, where we can work together as a team to deliver on these important things that all of you care about. Can we do it? 

Each of you have a program on your table. Can you please pick that up and look at the front cover for a minute? This gives me time for a drink. 

That picture was not picked by coincidence. That picture put on the front cover was created by our own in-house artists because our county staff and this counsel knows how residents of Volusia County work together to help each other in the face of tragedies we just went through. You are an amazing people! 

This is who you are and we are, from Ormond by the sea to Westtown, Daytona, DeLand, and Lake Harmon. We joined some of you even be for being elected, helping neighbours survive day today. These efforts continue now to rebuild damaged lives. 

Again, that is who we are. We are a special place and special people. It is that love for the place and our neighbours that can make our county, with God's love, the best place to work, live and play in Florida. My hope is that these challenges will drop our community together, in a daily appeal to God for his wisdom and grace. 

We cannot do it alone. I have said that twice now because I believe it. The challenges are big. I sit in rooms with incredibly talented people and it is a big job ahead with the challenges we have. We have incredible intelligent in Volusia County. 

I believe we have seven councilmembers that want Volusia County to improve and prosper. And they have ideas and can debate and have discussion to get us to that point. We will debate, we will see God's wisdom, and we will listen to the incredible people of Volusia County to carve a path forward. 

No it will not be easy, in fact may be more work than any of us hope for more are anticipating. But the truth is, we will only be successful if we work together and pursue the answers, making the decisions necessary to make Volusia County the great place we all chose to your home. 

We can choose biodiversity, the environment systems that make this wonderful place the place we have chosen as home. I want to ask this Volusia County Council to join me on stage, because you will be glad to know that I am done. 

But I want them to come up here and applaud you, all of our neighbours, for joining hands in an effort to approve the quality of life for every person in every neighborhood in Volusia County. Your Volusia County Council. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you sir. We applaud you. Thank you for coming! 

(Applause) 

JEFFREY S. BROWER: 
Thank you gentlemen. 

(Music plays) 
		
	VC-CCM-State of the County-(Ai-Live) (USVCCC2802A - Ai-Live Premium)
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