
Minutes 
Children and Families Advisory Board Meeting 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 
Volusia County Lifeguard Headquarters 

515 S. Atlantic Blvd. 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

Board Members 
Dr. Mary Bruno, Chair  
Dr. Kadie Hayward Mullins, Vice-Chair 
Karen Bagley 
Maria Mills-Benat 
Georgann Carnicella 
Marjorie Johnson 
Richard F. Lohmann 
Eddie Molina 

Staff Present 
Diana Phillips, Manager,  
Housing and Grants Administration 
Corry Brown, Special Projects Coordinator 
Jill Marcum, Administrative Coordinator

Dr. Bruno, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. and Corry Brown called the roll. Marjorie 
Johnson was not present, she had advised of her absence prior to the meeting. There was a 
quorum. 

Public Participation 

There was no public participation 

Item 1 - Staff Development and Case Management Request for Statement of Qualifications 
(RSQ) 

Dr. Bruno noted that two applications had been submitted for the Staff Development and Case 
Management RSQ. Early Learning Coalition and Neighborhood Center were the two applicants. 

Mr. Molina recused himself from the RSQ evaluation due to his relationship with Neighborhood 
Center. Form 8B Memorandum of Voting Conflict is attached and made part of the meeting 
minutes. 

Dr. Bruno reviewed the risk factors for the RSQ and asked for board comments. Maria Mills-Benat 
stated that she felt both applications covered the risk factors put together by CFAB. 

Dr. Mullins asked staff if there would be an issue executing either application as they were written. 
Kathy Williams, Procurement Manager, stated that staff could not answer that question. Diana 
Phillips said that both proposals would require additional conversations with the respondent. 

Dr. Bruno said that after her review she felt that both applications were good. She stated that the 
Neighborhood Center had improved but that they provided no letters of intent from the agencies 
they planned to collaborate with. She went on to say that the Early Learning Coalition honed in 
on training, but that the funds would primarily be used to pay for the people providing the training. 
She expressed concern with what would happen when the funds were gone. She said that the 
goal was trying to create a level of care and case management and wanted to know if the training 
would continue when the funds were spent. 

Dr. Bruno stated that she wished that the applicants had given some measurable objectives. She 
felt that the applications were too generic and had not given specific reference to training for those 
with disabilities or youth aging out of foster care.  



Mr. Molina expressed concern over the Early Learning Coalition’s budget increases, wondering 
how the increases would be funded. Dr. Bruno agreed, but said that it would be part of the contract 
negotiation. 

Ms. Williams stated that contract negotiations would have to be approved by the Volusia County 
Council annually, so there is no guarantee that the projected budget would be approved. 

Dr. Bruno stated that Neighborhood Center had not included a population description. Ms. 
Williams stated that the board could provide specific questions to the applicants and have them 
address the questions in a presentation. 

Dr. Mullins said that she felt the intent of both applicants were great, but that she felt the plans 
were weak. She stated that the Early Learning Coalition’s long-term plan concerned her because 
after the first year the program could fall by the wayside. Dr. Mullins said the Neighborhood Center 
application included a lot of information, but she felt it was still unclear. 

Dr. Bruno stated that she thought both agencies could carry out the tasks but that it would be a 
stretch as it is outside of their normal tasks. 

Ms. Carcinella stated that the applications spoke of good collaboration but had no explanation on 
what they would be collaborating on. 

Ms. Williams suggested that the board take a paper vote to see which applicant would be chosen 
if the vote were to take place at that time. Dr. Mullins made a motion to have a mini vote. Ms. 
Mills-Benat seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Richard Lohman recused himself from voting. Form 8B Memorandum of Voting Conflict is 
attached and made part of the meeting minutes. 

Ms. Williams tallied the votes and announced that the vote was three for the Early Learning 
Coalition and two for the Neighborhood Center. She then advised the board that they could 
choose to use that decision or request a presentation from the applicants, with the understanding 
that the questions could be addressed but no changes could be made to the applications. 

Dr. Bruno turned the meeting over to the Vice-Chair, Dr. Mullins. Dr. Bruno made a motion to 
award the contract to the Early Learning Coalition with the strong recommendation that they work 
with the Neighborhood Center. Ms. Bagley seconded the motion. The motion passed 5 – 0 with 
two members recusing themselves. 

Item 2 - Discussion by Board Members of Matters not on the Agenda 

Dr. Bruno noted that the time and location for the February 6, 2018 meeting had been changed 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Historic Courthouse in DeLand.  

Ms. Brown told the board that the summer camp applications would be ready on January 29, 2017 
and requested that, if possible, they pick them up at the DeLand office. 

Ms. Brown informed the board that the Volusia County Council is changing the day of their 
meetings from Thursdays to Tuesdays. She said that two meetings needed to be moved from the 
training room in the TCK building to the Historic Courthouse, one being February 6, 2018 the 
other April 10, 2018. 

Being no further discussion the meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m. 



NOTICE UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (TITLE II) 

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 ("ADA"), the County of Volusia (“County”) will not discriminate against qualified 
individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or activities. 
Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a 
modification of policies or procedures to participate in a program, service, or activity of 
County, should contact the office of the County’s ADA Title II Coordinator, Mr. George 
Baker, at (386) 248-1760 as soon as possible but no later than 2 business days before 
the scheduled event or meeting. This paragraph shall likewise apply to written requests 
by a physically handicapped person needing a special accommodation to attend a public 
meeting in accordance with section 286.26, Florida Statutes.  

A copy of the County’s Notice under the Americans with Disabilities Act (Title II) can be 
obtained at http://www.volusia.org/ada or requested from the County’s ADA Title II 
Coordinator at the telephone number listed above. 

http://www.volusia.org/ada

