
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VOLUSIA COUNTY ECHO ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 23, 2019 
 

 
MEMBERS    STAFF   

Larry Donnelly, Jr.   Carmen Hall, Community Services Operations Manager  

Gerald Fieser   Michael Dyer, Assistant County Attorney 

Paul Kinney    Jill Marcum, Administrative Coordinator     

Patricia Northey 

Gerard J. Pendergast        

Cyndi Ritchey 

Regina Santilli 

Catherine Storch 

Jack Surrette   

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL    

Vice Chair Jay Pendergast called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Roll was called. Reggie 

Santilli was absent.  

 

Nancy Maddox, City of New Smyrna Beach Leisure Services Director, welcomed the 

Committee to the Live Oak Center.  She explained that the Council on Aging operates the 

facility and briefly described the types of activities that take place in the Center. 

 

APPROVAL OF April 23, 2019 MINUTES 

Cyndi Ritchey made a MOTION “To approve the minutes of April 23, 2019”.  Catherine Storch 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

STAFF REPORT 

Carmen Hall, Community Assistance Director, briefly updated the committee on the 

progress of the open grant projects. 

 

Larry Donnelly asked if the YMCA was going forward with the walking trail in Ormond Beach.  

Ms. Hall explained that the trail was a part of the 2019 projects approved by the Committee 

in March. 

 

Pat Northey asked for the status of Dutton House.  Ms. Hall stated that Dutton House. Inc. 

were still looking at options to achieve compliance. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Ms. Northey made a MOTION “To elect Jay Pendergast as Chair”.  Catherine Storch 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Storch made a MOTION “To elect Pat Northey as Vice-Chair”.  Jack Surrette seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ECHO Grant 16-07 Lemon Bluff Park – Project Extension Request  

Tim Baylie, Director, Volusia County Parks, Recreation & Culture Division stated that an 

extension was needed for the Lemon Bluff Park Project.  He briefly explained the need to 

have additional Public Meetings to seek input on the park conceptual plan.  Mr. Bailey told 

the committee that they took the issue back to County Council and they directed him to 

proceed with the project as originally planned.  

 

Vice-Chair Northey asked for specifics about the project.  Mr. Bailey described the parking 

lot options and confirmed that the restrooms were still part of the plan.  He also explained 

that once the design was complete it would need to go back to County Council for 

approval. 

 

Ms. Ritchey asked if there was a discrepancy between what the residents thought was 

happening and what was planned. Mr. Bailey explained that the project plans had not 

changed and that the public had originally approved the park, but changed their minds 

after the cleanup had taken place. 

 

Mr. Surrette made a MOTION “To approve the extension request submitted for ECHO Grant 

16-07 County of Volusia Lemon Bluff Park”.  Vice-Chair Northey seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

ECHO Grant 15-13 Marine Discovery Center – Project Extension Request   

Mr. Chad Truxall, Executive Director stated that the Center needed an extension to 

complete the project. He explained that the final elements of the project were delayed to 

accommodate the planning of the St. Johns River to See Loop Trailhead on the Marine 

Discovery Center Property.  The trailhead will impact the location of the new fitness stations 

around the perimeter trail will be constructed. 

 

Mr. Surrette asked if there was a boat ramp on the property.  Mr. Truxall stated that there 

was not, but they did plan to have a kayak launch. 

 

Vice-Chair Northey expressed how pleased and impressed she was with the project, stating 

that the project was well done. 

 

Vice-Chair Northey made a MOTION “To approve the six (6) month time extension request 

submitted for ECHO Grant 15-13 Marine Discovery Center”.  Ms. Storch seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

Ms. Hall explained that the calendar attached to the Agenda Package was only scheduled 

through February due to the need to determine the County Council schedule. 

 



 

 

Mr. Surrette made a MOTION “To approve the 2020 Calendar as submitted”.  Ms. Ritchey 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Surrette asked if the October ECHO meeting could be held at the Stetson Aquatic 

Center. 

 

Ms. Hall told the Committee members that there was some discussion on changing the 

reporting years for the “New Construction” projects from forty (40) years to thirty (30) years.  

She explained that the change would make the reporting timeframe consistent with the 

other project types. 

 

Mr. Surrette made a MOTION “To recommend making the reporting time for New 

Construction projects thirty (30) years”.  Vice-Chair Northey seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

Mr. Feaser stated that at the last County Council meeting it was brought up to cut the 

amount of ECHO money collected.  He asked if the County Council can change the 

amount of the ECHO funds collected since it was voted on by the public. 

 

Mike Dyer, Asst. County Attorney, stated that during the budget process it was suggested 

that the levy collected be changed due to the current balance in the fund. 

 

Ms. Hall explained that in the original resolution stated that the amount collected can be 

up to .2 millage, but that nothing had been decided. 

 

Mr. Dyer affirmed that there had been no motion regarding a change. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mr. Truxall asked the Committee if there was a push to continue ECHO or something like it in 

the future. 

 

Ms. Northey stated that she would like to see the program continue, but that based on 

comments from the County Council it did not seem that they would support it. 

 

The Advisory Committee discussed having listening sessions to get the public’s opinions and 

ideas about the ECHO program. 

 

The Committee suggested advertising the program accomplishments. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business before the committee, Chair Pendergast adjourned the 

meeting at 4:07 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


