
 

TITLE:  Conservation Lands Projects / Adopt-a-Trail Volunteer 
LOCATION: Volusia County, Florida 
REPORT TO: Christie Miller, Be Floridian Now and Volunteer Coordinator 
 
VOLUNTEER ROLE 
 

Volusia County Environmental Management’s Volunteer Volusia Program has opportunities for volunteers to 
Adopt-a-Trail on a county conservation land. By adopting a trail, volunteers will assist with the maintenance and 
enhancement of the trail system, accessibility for all trail users, and monitoring of exotic invasive plant species.  
 
Volunteer groups will adopt a section of the over 43 mile trail system and agree to provide a minimum of quarterly 
maintenance. Volunteers will perform basic trail maintenance including removal of debris to keep trails clear and 
reporting issues along the trail such as damaged or missing signage. On-site orientation and training will be 
provided by county staff to train volunteers in various aspects of proper trail maintenance and associated land 
management. 
 
Volunteers will be asked to commit to one-year “adoption”, which includes quarterly maintenance of their section 
of trail. Volunteers will be invited to participate in the Annual Trails Day Event. The Adopt-a-Trail program will give 
volunteers an opportunity to be involved in the protection and care of Volusia County Conservation Lands. 
Through this program participating volunteer residents and groups will learn about conservation lands, the 
valuable ecosystem services they provide and how they have an effect on quality of life. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1. Select a trail or section of trail on a Conservation Land to adopt. Options include: 
• Deep Creek Preserve 
• Hickory Bluff Preserve 
• Lake George Forest & Wildlife Management Area 
• Longleaf Pine Preserve  
• Lyonia Preserve 
• Scrub Oak Preserve 
• Wiregrass Prairie Preserve  

2. Designate a contact person who will be responsible for reporting to the Volunteer Coordinator. 
3. Attend an on-site orientation and training. Staff with Volusia County will perform the training.  
4. Perform basic trail maintenance and report issues along the trail. 
5. Perform a minimum of quarterly maintenance annually. 
6. Report to the Volunteer Coordinator before and after each completed cleanup. 
7. Remove inorganic litter and debris from the trail. 
8. Mark and clear trails as needed. Report trail conditions on conservation lands to the Volunteer Coordinator.  

9. Notify the volunteer coordinator of any work completed or issues on conservation lands. 
• Limbs down over trails, invasive species, broken board walks, missing or damaged signs, etc. 

Please note that specific tasks may change depending on the project. 

 
TIME REQUIRED 
 

2-6 hours quarterly, on your own schedule and pace (depending on project). 
 

https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/deep-creek.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/deep-creek.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/hickory-bluff-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/hickory-bluff-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/lake-george-forest-and-wildlife-conservation-area.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/lake-george-forest-and-wildlife-conservation-area.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/longleaf-pine-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/longleaf-pine-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/lyonia-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/lyonia-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/scrub-oak.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/scrub-oak.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/wiregrass-prairie-preserve.stml
https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-management/conservation-lands-map/wiregrass-prairie-preserve.stml


VOLUNTEER SKILLS 
 

1. The desire and motivation to protect the natural environment 
2. The ability to work independently and/or in a team setting. 
3. Ability to learn how to identify Florida native plant species. 
4. Ability to learn about Florida native wildlife. 
5. Excellent communication skills. 
6. Ability to work in the field where light to arduous exertion is possible. 
 
AGE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Must be 18 years of age. May be 16 years of age if parent or legal guardian is present at all times and both have 
signed a liability waiver.  
 
VOLUNTEER TRAINING  
 

During the training volunteers will be provided with information about the Volusia County conservation lands 
program. If asked, volunteers should be able to share information about the lands and programs. Volunteers will be 
taught techniques for basic trail maintenance and identification of invasive species. Volunteers will also learn proper 
precautions and steps to take if hazardous plants or wildlife are present.  
 
BENEFITS TO VOLUNTEER 
 

1. Learn about invasive exotic and native plants from experts. 
2. Assist with a challenging land management issue. 
3. Meet people who share a common interest and goal to protect the environment. 
4. Use volunteer hours for student graduation requirements. 
5. Educate others about the value of conservation lands and ecosystems of Volusia County. 
6. Engage the community in natural lands protection efforts through volunteering and environmental education.  
7. Help attain the goal of Volusia County’s Sustainability Action Plan to “cultivate a culture of resource protection”. 
8. Add Adopt-a-Trail experience to your resume! 
 
FIELD CONDITIONS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

The most commonly used tools in trail clearing are hand clippers, pruning shears or loppers.  
There is potential to use non-cutting power tools (ex. drill). 
There is a potential for wildlife encounters including reptiles, mammals, and insects. 
Basic safety equipment for all trail work includes sturdy boots, work gloves, and appropriate dress for the weather.  


