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• “almost 1.3 million people in over 400 communities in 46 
states” “each year.”  

• “Since 1896,” Volunteers of America has “supported and 
empowered America's most vulnerable groups, including 
veterans, at-risk youth, the frail elderly, men and women 
returning from prison, homeless individuals and families, 
people with disabilities, and those recovering from 
addictions.” 

About Volunteers of America

Taken from: www.voa.org/about-us







Information from Volunteers of America Florida:

• Design is already focused on “Accessibility, Adaptability, 
Universal Design and Visitability Features so adopting the 
FGBC Green Home Standards only makes sense.”

• “Our funders such as Florida Housing Finance Corporation and 
HUD already require us to adopt many of the same green 
building features that FGBC recommends for both new 
construction and rehabs.”

• “Having the Green Home Certification provides another set of 
eyes, beyond our construction manager”

Volunteers of America
Green Building



Information from Volunteers of America Florida:

• “energy efficiency and durability of materials is even more 
important because it saves money in operations (utility costs, 
landscaping costs, etc) and allows you to serve even more of the 
most vulnerable population.” 

• “Using energy efficient systems, appliances and fixtures as well as 
drought resistant landscaping can create a substantial cost savings.”

• “very often those in the most need have financial and physical 
barriers so the incorporation of porches and the proximity to public 
transportation, public green space (parks) and existing infrastructure 
like hospitals, grocery stores, and jobs becomes even more 
important.”

Volunteers of America
Green Building



Excerpt about the design approach to the recent Jacksonville 
Development.

• “In an effort to improve the housing experience of the formerly homeless, 
the Volunteers of America has directly asked many of their formerly 
homeless clients what they would like to see included in future housing 
developments.” 

Volunteers of America
Green Building



Green Housing Features

• H6.1 Controlled Mechanical Ventilation



Durability and Disaster Mitigation
Green housing features

• DM 3.2 Fire Sprinkler System



Green Housing features

• DM5 Termites



For example:

• Building above known flood levels

• Building to withstand wind impacts 

• Incorporating LID and green infrastructure 

• ----



Durable Materials, Exterior Finish Materials

• Finish systems and materials capable of withstanding the local 
climate moisture and heat impacts.

Low Maintenance Finishes

• Reduces the need for harsh maintenance chemicals and reduces 
sources of air and water pollution

Durability and Disaster Mitigation



Hurricane - wind, rain, storm surge

• Impact resistant protection of windows, doors, skylights  

• Garage doors – Are impact resistant or have impact resistant 
shutters or screens installed

• Anchoring – All structures are properly anchored

• Secondary water protection installed on roof 

• Exterior Structures Properly Anchored

• Adhesive Applied to Roof 

• Provides added protection from uplift caused by high winds.

Durability and Disaster Mitigation

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Green Housing features

• DM1.6 Secondary Water Protection installed                   on roof



Hurricane - wind, rain, storm surge

• Install a safe room to provide protection from high winds, 
hurricanes, tornadoes and flying debris

• Unvented or No Attic reduces the risk of roof lifting during a 
hurricane

• Attached Garage and Exterior Door Protection or Impact Resistant 
Type

Durability and Disaster Mitigation

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Raised Slab or Pier Foundation

• Finished floor level at least 24” above 100 year flood plain 

• Bottom of slab or first floor at least 8” above the top of backfilled 
dirt, graded for proper drainage 

• Garage floor and driveway properly sloped to drain out. Garage 
floor at least 4” lower than living floor

Durability and Disaster Mitigation

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Fire Resistant Design

• Fire resistant exterior wall cladding

e.g. brick, aluminum, stone, fiber-cement etc.

• Fire resistant roof covering or sub-roof 

e.g. metal, concrete, fiber-cement, tile 

• Fire resistant soffit and vent material

e.g. metal, concrete, fiber cement, and tile.

Fire Sprinkler System

• Fire Sprinkler System covers 100% of living area

Durability and Disaster Mitigation

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Installed surge suppression or lighting protection system

• Lightening Protection

Can protect home from a direct hit

Reduces electrical equipment damage and therefore  E Waste 

• Surge Protection 

Can protect electrical equipment damage 

Durability and Disaster Mitigation

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Mold Prevention 

• Wood products have factory or field applied antimicrobial 
treatment that complies with ASTM D3273

Reduces moisture impacts of wood in the structure.

Durability and Disaster Mitigation

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Benefits:

• Safety and protection

• Less maintenance

• Reduced Insurance Premiums

• Cost benefits

Durability and Disaster Mitigation



Comply with Fortified for Safer Living Standards

• Home earns a certification under the Fortified for Safer Living 
Standard, a program of the Institute for Home and Business Safety.

Low-Impact Development and Resiliency



Low-Impact Development

www.floridagreenbuilding.org





Low-Impact Development

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Low-Impact Development

www.floridagreenbuilding.org



Low-Impact Development

www.floridagreenbuilding.org







Low-Impact Development

www.floridagreenbuilding.org

we are already focusing our design on 



Resiliency discussion



For More Information

Florida Green Building Coalition

Email: info@floridagreenbuilding.org 

Visit: www.FloridaGreenBuilding.org  
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