
Page 1 of 2

Volusia Forever Advisory Committee Listening Session Minutes 


Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
Ormond Beach City Chambers 

165 W. Granada Blvd., Ormond Beach, FL 32174 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT STAFF PRESENT 
Mary Anne Connors, Chair Clay Ervin, Growth and Resource Management Director 
Wanda Van Dam, Vice Chair Dona Butler, Community Services Director 
Steve Crump   Brad Burbaugh, Extension Services Director 
Jessica Gow   Ryan Ossowski, Chief Financial Officer 
Derrick Orberg   Ginger Adair, Environmental Management Director 
Suzanne Scheiber  Tim Baylie, Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Director 
Derek LaMontagne (online) Heather Wallace, Deputy County Attorney 

Danielle Dangleman, Special Project Coordinator 
Nick Dunnam, Land Management Activity Manager 
Sarah Presley, Administrative Coordinator 

Call to order: 
Chair Connors called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUOCP7ag48k 

Public Participation 

Chair Connors provided the history of the program and asked the public for their input since the program 
was reauthorized by voters.  

Donna Craig stated there is so much environmentally sensitive land in Volusia that deserves to be protected. 
She shared that Andy Romano Park and Tom Renick Park were two examples of successful facilities that are 
a draw for visitors and residents.  The residents need more access points to the beach and there are plenty 
of vacant oceanfront lots to make this happen.    

Melissa Lammers thanked the committee for taking on the responsibility of serving.  To rank properties for 
potential acquisition please continue to use objective science-based environmental values and standards 
consistent with what was on the ballot, and to keep the potential to attract matching funds as part of the 
criteria for A-list ranking, and to please make the completion of the conservation corridor a top priority.  
Volusia Forever needs continue to be insulated from political pressure and influence.  It should be explicit 
that council members do not engage in negotiations with land owners and not be able to move properties 
from the B to the A list without the recommendation of staff and the committee.  Submitted a letter from 
the ECHO Volusia Forever Alliance to be included in the record.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUOCP7ag48k
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Big John wanted to know who is in charge of Volusia Forever.  He requested a copy of the presentation.  He 
feels that there is a lot of money in the fund balance and it needs to go to maintenance, but he would like to 
know what it takes financially to maintain. 

Beth King, a resident who lives on the Tomoka Oaks Golf Course, asked for additional material and criteria 
for the Volusia Forever program.  She believes the golf course could be preserved. She thanked the 
committee for their service.  She stated the small lot acquisition program is useful. She also asked the 
committee to look at using the maintenance funds to save properties immediately.  

Chair Connors referred Ms. King to the Volusia Forever website for more information about the program. 

Ashley DuFrene asked when will applications to nominate land become available?  

Ginger Adair, Environmental Management Director, responded that they should be available in October 
2021. 

Member LaMontagne thanked the residents for participating and shared his wishes to preserve land in the 
Tomoka River Basin.  

Member Schieber, as the representative for district 4, read from a prepared statement that was submitted 
for the record and is included as part of the minutes for this meeting.  

Chair Connors went over the joint committee meeting with ECHO to discuss opportunities and synergies 
between the two programs.  

With no further discussion, Chair Connors adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 



We wouldn’t all be here tonight if it weren’t for the 
taxpayers who voted to tax themselves for land 
conservation understanding our green spaces matter. Their 
voices didn’t end last November 3 when they voted to 
renew these programs. I’m thankful for these listening 
sessions and the Volusia County residents who support 
conservation.  

Living in a pro development State and County, I’m not afraid 
to say out loud that our County and our District 4 have been 
the recipient of some bad choices in the way of 
developments. I often hear about property owner rights 
and how they are protected and defended. In my opinion, 
there is no point to zonings because rezonings are endless 
and the public has figured this out. This is why they voted 
for Volusia Forever by 75% and Volusia ECHO by 73%. I have 
yet to understand why organizations felt the need to take 
developer campaign funds to market taxpayer funded 
programs. Why didn’t you believe in the programs 
yourselves? Thank you to the public for showing such strong 
support.  

I fully support the Volusia Conservation Corridor being 
completed. Thank you to those before us, who had the 
vision for this area and the steadfast to see it through to 



where we are now. Hopefully, we can add land to this 
critical area.  

I’m genuinely concerned about the Farmton area. Has 
anyone seen deep creek recently? It isn’t deep anymore in 
the areas I have seen. I believe more can be done in that 
area even with huge development moving in. I am really 
wanting to hear discussion on farm land and thrilled we 
have a farmer on the committee. The small lot acquisition 
program could make a difference in this area as well.  

 

It was brought up about Spruce Creek and the Tomoka River 
being impaired waterways. Spruce Creek was listed on the 
Florida Forever list as being nearly completed. I’m asking if 
more can be done in this area and Derek LaMontagne can 
surely speak to this since it is his District. I’m looking 
forward to his input after these listening sessions. Especially 
pertaining to Doris Leaper Preserve. I have the impression 
that everyone has given up on the Tomoka River. It isn’t on 
any list that I see and until Derek brought it up I never hear 
it mentioned anywhere. I’m asking, is there a reason why? 
The Tomoka River is worthy.  

The Scenic Highways are something that are never 
discussed anywhere and are extremely misunderstood. 



Because a road is designated a scenic or heritage byway 
doesn’t mean it is protected. This is a huge misconception. 
Rezonings can happen just as easily in these areas as 
anywhere. I believe those that live in the River of Lakes 
Heritage Corridor are experiencing a situation right now 
where their own elected officials didn’t listen to the 
residents concerning a rural area. I have watched history be 
torn down on the Halifax Heritage Byway and Forest be cut 
down on the Ormond Scenic Loop and Trail. I want to point 
out to everyone that the Volusia Conservation Corridor 
started from one parcel of land. It wasn’t connected to 
anything. A vision created the corridor. When you talk 
about connectivity, circumstances and times change. There 
should be discussion of not only completing certain areas 
but visions of new are now REQUIRED. The public standing 
up for these byways is telling us this. This committee can 
not and should not presume previous reasons for doing 
things are relevant to where we are today and where we 
are going. Yes, I heard it said in the first meeting that a 
program can be changed to be unrecognizable from what 
was voted on. Well, land conservation was voted on loud 
and clear and what is happening in our county TODAY is 
pertinent to the current day program. When you have 
developments approved over a twenty-year period without 



uniformity in buffers, wetland destruction, hundreds of new 
septic systems approved each year, and failing 
infrastructure the plan must be adapted. While 
conservation itself doesn’t change, the circumstances most 
definitely have. Thank you to the previous twenty years of 
volunteers who served on this committee. I’m sure you all 
were dealt your own circumstances and all the conservation 
land achieved is appreciated. I am hoping for a committee 
that advocates for a present-day version of the program for 
current needs county wide representing taxpayer’s voices.  


