
>>  Welcome to the Volusia County Council meeting.  The meeting will begin in two minutes.  
>>  Okay, I will give everyone a 60 second warning.  Find a seat and hopefully you can.  We are already a little bit behind with some changes.  Welcome everybody to the number number 18 2025 Volusia County Council meeting.  It is good to see a full house.  If you have a empty seat beside you raise your hand so maybe some people in the back or if anyone wants to find a seat.  Some of them look pretty safe.  I do not see anybody moving.  I will give you an update on how we will start the meeting for those that may be new.  In just a second I will ask you to stand for the invocation and the pledge of allegiance.  It is not required.  You can stand if you would like.  The invocation today will be by Nathan Hicks who is one of the pastor's at Stetson Baptist Church.  If you will remain standing after he is done after the Pledge of Allegiance.  Thank you very much.  
>>  Jesus, we come to you with gratitude for all that you have done are doing and will do in our lives.  We ask that you bless this committee and their time this afternoon.  We thank you for the heart to serve our community well.  Thank you for the clarity and the decision making that takes place today.  You guide us today and however you see and thank you for your leadership and example with how to serve well.  In Jesus name we pray, amen.  
>>  I Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands one nation under God indivisible with liberty and justice for all.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Carissa will you call the roll please?  
>>  Mr. Kent.
>>  Here.
>>  Vice Chair Reinhart.
>>  Here.
>>  Santiago.
>>  Here.
>>  Johansson.
>>  Here.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: I am still here.  
>>  Chair Brower.
>>  Here.  [LAUGHTER] 
We do have a forum.  We are short one person who gave us several weeks.  Vice Chair Reinhart was not able to make this meeting.  We will start off our meeting as we always do with public participation.  Do we have any?  I will tell you, we have one hour for public participation at the beginning of the meeting.  You can also choose to speak on an item if you would like to.  When I call your name if you would come down here, we want to be able to hear you so please make sure the microphone is near your mouth.  The podium actually goes up and down for those of you who are too tall.  You will have three minutes to speak to the Council about anything that pertains to Volusia County.  We ask as I do every meeting that you will be respectful of those that are listening online and in the chambers here.  You do not have to give your full address if you don't care two for safety reasons.  I would like to know where you're from so your representative know what part of the county or wherever.  We will start now.  We have a new and I would like to get everybody in.  If you do not need all three minutes, you can take less.  First, we have Patricia miles and you will be followed by Cameron Vincent.  If you want to get loaded up here and you will be followed by Kathy Thompson.  Patricia miles.  
>>  Good afternoon gentlemen my name is Patricia miles I live in Port Orange, Florida.  I am affiliated with the Volusia County cultural alliance and I have been arts educator all of my life.  So of course I am here to speak about funding for the arts.  Artists form the foundation of the creative environment.  Artists act as creators and individual entrepreneurs who provide many of the products and designs that drive innovation in our culture.  Many artists work as educators providing training and creative skills and passing on cultural traditions with one generation to the next.  That is what has me so concerned.  We will have a generation of students were not going to have the exposure to the arts that they need.  Arts organizations create many opportunities for the citizens as well to experience and learn about the arts.  They form an essential bridge between artist and communities, facilitating public access to artists and artworks.  Cultural organizations small and large also act as community hubs and catalyst for social cohesion and neighborhood revitalization.  Like other enterprises, the employing workers, purchase goods and services and create our economic development.  Gentlemen, I wish that you would consider, we have tried working with you many different ways.  We still feel the sincere need for the funding and the arts.  Thank you very much.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  Cameron Vincent?  
>>  Good evening gentlemen.  My name is Cameron Vincent South Daytona.  I am the vice president of the Volusia County cultural alliance.  I am the executive director of art-house foundation.  I am also on the echo gallery advisory committee.  I came to give you an update and to say hello.  I miss you guys it only has been two weeks.  Santiago you made a very impactful statement when you said, let's take the cultural funds and put it towards food.  The arts community and arts organizations stood with you in solidarity.  The next day we set out over 16 boxes and in two weeks we have generated over 1200 pounds of donated nonperishable foods and goods.  We will continue to do this through December 2 week to help not only help those that are facing food insecurity but to replenish those food shelters.  Now that the government shutdown is over.  We did this because it was the right thing to do.  For thousands of years arts and humanity go hand in hand.  We did not fight, we do not grapple over things, we work together.  Arts support the humanities.  I thought you would like a little bit of happy news on the wonderful collaboration that our grant applicants gave to you to help generate food, resources for your residence.  Thank you so much and each one of you have a wonderful evening.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for sharing that.  Kathy Thompson?  
>>  Good evening government.  I live in Ormond beach.  I represent Daytona Playhouse in Daytona Beach.  I hope you will consider putting the cultural grants back on the agenda in the future meeting and allow all the residents of the county to know what your intent is.  That is what we would appreciate very much.  Thank you.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you very much.  William Sanchez?  
>>  Thank you counsel for having me before you.  My name is William Sanchez, I reside in Ormond beach.  I'm here for the cultural Council grants.  I wanted to give you a personal story.  I am an inner-city child from New York City.  No money, one-bedroom apartment and the one thing that made a difference in my life was the arts continuously and consecutively, it made a difference in my life.  I think we are missing the point with these grants.  They may have been, it was misconstrued all the way around.  They were canceled and denied but I believe the Council is missing the point.  The point is, in a very large capacity provide youth, citizens there senior citizens that they wouldn't get otherwise.  There are underprivileged children in his county, there are many of them.  Just this last meeting for the Council I heard they were 40% of the constituents in this county that are requesting help.  You can count those people as part of the people that take the service that the grants provide them as the consumers of the services.  It is very important to continue them because at the end of the day they are the future.  We are on our third, I am 52 and I'll be 60 in a few short years.  You guys are contemporary to myself, we are the past.  The future needs to be taken care of for our county so it can grow.  So we can have people that can think critically, on worldly ideas and not just what they see in the immediate vicinity.  We need new ideas and innovations and that happens because of imagination.  Art provides that.  I think by the 90s grants to the grantees were denying a great portion of our community the ability to be exposed to the world.  Art is the world.  It is worldly.  If you are not exposing our children to the world than what is it that we are doing here?  We are exposing them and it will not give an advantage for work in education moving on.  I am here for the grants and I hope everybody here will reconsider and that is it.  I appreciate your time, thank you very much.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  Anne-Marie.  You will be followed by Margaret Hill.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: You're getting to be a pro at this.  
>>  My name is Anne Marie and I live in DeLand.  What is happened with the arts and cultural grants in Volusia County because a chilling effect to discriminatory bonding practices.  Community organizations now fear partnering with Volusia pride in a fear that because it could jeopardize their standing with the county.  This is a fear shaped in no small part by guidance and behavior from County representatives.  This is not accountability, this is intimidation.  I note today you site infrastructure needs for the reason for pulling funding but we remember what was said at the beginning.  The carport was set out loud.  It was suggested that organizations should avoid partnering with LGBTQ organizations and in doing so could jeopardize their funding.  Then you follow through on the threat by stripping funding from arts organizations simply because two of them decided to work with us.  That is discrimination.  You asked these organizations to find other sources of revenue to innovate, to stand on their own.  When they did exactly what you asked when they diversified their funding, build partnership and expanded the reach, you punish them for it.  You did not reward good stewardship, you punished collaboration.  These chambers sit in the heart of the arts district a place that exist because artists, advocates and and community members believe in the power of creativity to transform a city.  How ironic in the very center of the district to counsel choose to devalue and undermine.  Art has been meant to challenge, it pushes boundaries parts dialogue and invite – the.[INDISCERNIBLE].  What does not change the world of spirit.  People who organize personal beliefs to control others expression in existence.  What is worse is when the morality police live by creed of morality for the butt not for me.  Councilman Robins has made that hypocrisy clear.  Moral outrage when it suits them in silence when it does not.  You are not just withholding funding, you are wielding them as a weapon to shake was welcome in public life.  That Presidents reaches far beyond the arts.  Every nonprofit that served marginalized people is now asking themselves if they will be next.  That is the true cost of what you have done.  Volusia County deserves reading leadership with -- [INDISCERNIBLE].  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Okay, if you can maintain order please.  We will give everybody a chance to speak.  Margaret Hill followed by David Hill followed by Julia.  
>>  Good afternoon, I am Peggy Hill from Miller Lake.  It was discussed and stated during the August 21 Council meeting the Council approved a study for Miller Lake as a part of another study.  I am unable to fight this on Volusia County stormwater site.  Have been asking for a year for the county to request that St. Johns River water management revoked the 2017 permit to the professional center due to unpermitted modifications made to their system.  Recently I have requested the county object to a new application for the royal Oaks professional center with St. Johns River water management District.  I understand the county doesn't issue stormwater permits.  However, we have been told on multiple occasions by St. John's water management District that the counties request are important and influential.  This new permit is it just for retention, you are requesting a modification to an existing drain on the Tremont Drive side of the parking lot that will stop the flow of storm water into the parking lot system.  All of the storm water will now be received by Miller Lake.  This modification is in the permit request yet it seems to be overlooked.  Mr. Bartlett briefly mentioned it saying the modification will help them with storage volume on the site.  Of course it will help, if you block water from entering the filtration system, it protects the parking lot.  All of that water will be diverted to Miller Lake.  This is clearly a reason for the counties who object to this permanent modification.  Most of the permit focuses on new retention why they quietly mentioned the modification to the drain and sending more water to Miller Lake.  In a way is it a help to Miller Lake.  Just because the application shows retention for royal eggs, it doesn't mean it is a good project.  Time me will tell in an saturated area but the modification to the existing drain will not go well for Miller Lake.  Royal Oaks should keep their own water and not be allowed to modify an existing drain and send stormwater to someone else.  Counsel I am not misinformed, I know modifying an existing drain to keep water out of the system and sending the water to someone else isn't okay.  This should never be allowed.  No one should ever be allowed to purposely redirect stormwater that they have been receiving for years and send it to someone else in order to help themselves and resulting damage to someone else.  Please ask your staff to send a letter of the objection today.  You have the technical reason, this citizens of Mirror Lake need your help.  Thank you for your time.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  David Hill followed by joy, followed by John Nicholson.  
>>  You guys probably know why I'm here.  My wife did a really good job.  Hello counsel my name is David Hill and I live on Miller Road.  I am here to give you information about the current permit application with St. Johns River water management District by Royal Oaks.  There's a modification to the 2017 permit system that Royal Oaks installed in 2017.  In this period the county gave a letter of no objection to St. John's agreeing to take water from Royal Oaks permitted system.  Everyone knows the devastating that it has had.  Royal Oaks wants to modify the system to send more water to Miller Lake.  To minimize off-site runoff entering their site system.  What this means is that all water going into the current drain will be sent to Miller Lake immediately.  The original 2017 permit system was designed to take Tremont Drive water and put it into Royal Oaks filtration system.  If too much water is received by Royal Oaks, it will flow over and into Miller Lake as it is designed to do.  If the county of Volusia does not object to this permit application and help us stop this new flow of water, we will receive more unwanted water into Miller Lake.  Tremont Drive is a private road and Royal Oaks only wrote to their office park.  It is not a part of our community.  I will discuss this current permit application with my stormwater engineer and shown him these plans.  He has confirmed that if the storm drain is modified, we will receive more water than we received now.  Every time it rains on Tremont Drive and four towns Plaza.  We will receive 3 acres of water on private properties.  The storm drain modification is not a back flow valve and it is water directly directly to Miller Lake.  The new retention pond location in the permit application is being installed Clearwater is in Royal Oaks parking lot.  What could go wrong with digging a retention pond next to a dike that holds the water back?  The Lake water can be higher than the elevation now.  Digging out earth and removing drains and filtration pipes adjacent to Lake can create a continuous flow of water from Lake Wawa into Royal Oaks system.  If this happens Miller Lake will be flooded 24/7. I have highlighted the important items on this permit application and I have left them with Carissa.  You do not need to be an engineer to see the diversion of water in the modified storm drain.  The people of Miller Lake don't want any more water.  Please direct your staff who object to this permit.  Thank you for your time.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  Julia followed by John Nicholson?  
>>  Good afternoon gentlemen.  Julia Daytona Beach.  First I want to thank you for the wonderful ceremony that we just had this afternoon honoring this year's winner Lloyd Bowers.  Lloyd's name was added to the honor wall outside of this chamber joining many of the counties cultural champions.  Lloyd was honors today because his long-term support of the arts and culture in Volusia County.  In addition to his private philanthropy Lloyd had been a member of the Volusia cultural counsel for many years even serving as chairman for many years.  The cultural counsel provide this board with advice on arts and culture.  Advice you have chosen to ignore this year.  In Lloyd's honor I hope you will reconsider your current position on arts and culture.  Your constituents want to see you do so.  The Volusia County cultural alliance which I am a member has circulated a petition asking you to restore the funding.  We have 3000 signatures.  My dad Councilman Kent is after this award was named.  He was a generous donor to arts and culture but even more than that, he understood that government was and is an important partner of the arts and culture and the quality of life for all its constituents.  He would be very disappointed.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  John Nicholson?  You will be followed by Angela.  Angela will be followed by Kylie Burke.  
>>  John Nicholson, Daytona Beach side.  A couple of things on your agenda, G and R bus routes if you do not get to it, I am going to ask you to look at it.  There were a lot of things that popped up that slips through the cracks.  You have learned a lot of people asking to look very carefully because you put people out somewhere and they cannot get back home.  They pay for cards they cannot use.  I would ask you to look at that.  At last, parking I live in that area.  If they are there, I do not see them.  With regards to Main Street meeting they are having it in a couple minutes.  I'm going to ask you to look into what is happening on Main Street.  I mentioned a 1A.  It was terrible.  They had to go back and redo it.  I do not want to go to the same thing with Main Street.  I will ask you to pay attention because it is an economic engine.  If we screw it up there is no fixing it.  The ACLU lawsuit is coming up.  I ask you to pay attention to that.  It means a great deal to the people of Daytona Beach that they have fair and honest representation.  We do not have it now so hopefully the lawsuit will go through.  P cards, I want to let the public know, she is doing it because she is running for office.  She needs a variety, she needs the notoriety.  There is no problem with the P cards.  There is no problems with the P cards.  Lastly, cultural arts.  This is the season for Christmas.  Most of you have heard of the Christmas Carol.  There is a character in the Christmas Carol that is an ogre.  I think you guys are happy to be that ogre.  Whichever one of you decides to be Ebenezer Scrooge.  Basically, that is what you have made yourselves.  You and this Christmas season has decided that even though a community have spent 75% backing echo in the cultural arts and you are not paying attention to what your constituents want.  I know you all are conservative fiscal conservatives but not everybody is a fiscal conservative.  There are people that want the cultural arts and voted for it.  I am asking you to give you with -- give what the people want.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Angela followed by Kylie Burke.  
>>  How do I follow Ebenezer Scrooge?  [LAUGHTER] 
My name is Angelo and I live in DeLand.  I am a professional playwright of performing arts a painter.  And the author of playwright for dummies.  Call me naïve but Thomas Jefferson author of the declaration of independence and a third resident considered the arts essential for an educated citizen.  He linked creativity and openness and arts and literature with a free society.  Noting that the arts often are targets of tyranny.  If that is a bit retro president Eisenhower said arts is universal language and through it each nation makes its own unique contribution to the culture of mankind.  Eisenhower took a painting after his presidency.  Albert Einstein's if you are not a physicists he would've been a musician.  They lie at the very core of the culture of which we are a part.  Ronald Reagan.  If it were not for the art of them who would know of Ronald Reagan?  For music and dance to painting and sculpting arts allow us to view life from another perspective.  The arts and humanities serve as the underlying forces of society and is a vehicle for individual expression.  Arts and literature Bush said is the targets of tyranny because they are the most prominent features of a free creative and open society.  Bush took a painting after his presidency.  Finally, an official 2021 proclamation reads in part where as we recognize the importance of the arts as we collected in rigorous pre-k – 12 state of arts standards and the requirements of an arts credit to receive a high school diploma.  Whereas the most recent graduation rates of students engage in arts programs was 91.1% demonstrating students in the arts have statistically significant higher rate of graduation.  Whereas college readiness assessment such as the SAT and statewide tests are consistently higher than those for non-arts peers.  Therefore I hereby extend greetings to arts educations, Ron DeSantis.  I am here to argue of goodwill to consider release of Volusia budget arts funding.  I have cited the arts are an essential part of American life.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  [APPLAUSE] 
Kylie followed by a mean followed by Michael.  
>>  Hello councilmembers.  My name is Carly and I'm the president -- 

>> CHAIR BROWER: No one can hear you.  Hold her time, please.  Do you see the button?  
>>  That is fancy.  Can you hear me now?  Thank you.  Hello councilmembers my name is Carly Burke and I am a resident of De Leon Springs.  I wanted to speak today to bring awareness regarding developing situation in our community.  A man by the name of Carlson purchase a 10 acre property.  The property is surrounded by residents of properties on all sides as the land has been divided up over the years.  Since purchasing land he has cleared a significant portion of its and its intention is to build a helicopter pad.  He is currently located at the DeLand airport.  He will be moving the business to his property.  He has file permitting for a new construction.  Regardless of all of this I have bigger concerns with him standing as a pilot.  He does not hold the proper licensure for operating at aircraft.  According to the FAA records the only hold a single engine license.  I have personally spoken to the FAA about him and informed there's ongoing indication involving him and several different violations with FAA rules and laws.  He has on several occasions flown his helicopters low over the surrounding properties less than 300 feet on one occasion flew below the tree line.  The noise pollution has caused several disturbances to livestock including one known horse breaking through a fence up on his dissent.  Not to mention the general disturbance to acquire community.  Have deep concerns regarding safety and environmental impact of this is to continue.  As I said I have already been in contact with the FAA.  I've completed a complaint with co-compliance as well as EPA.  I know I have the support of the community behind me as they hope to preserve tranquility that we haven't De Leon Springs.  Please keep this item on your desk in your radar for future developments.  If needed I will be filing a petition.  Thank you.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Amy?  I know she is here I saw her.  
>>  Good afternoon.  Amy, we would like to thank you for the work that you did on chapter 72 in the code of ordinance.  We know that was very difficult.  You received a lot of criticism and over it but we appreciated the changes you may area particularly to the property owners and small business owners that now do not have to jump through a lot of hoops and spend extra money.  As you heard from his Berkeley of people who do other things as well that they don't have jurisdiction to do.  This gentleman has purchased what used to be letter A1 property.  He started flying his helicopter in and out.  It terrified the livestock horses and cows that were nearby on other A1 properties and took away the quiet enjoyment of the land owners that live around this property.  So they came to the De Leon Springs Association very upset and did not know what they were able to do.  We contacted zoning for them and found out in order to do this and build the helicopter pad, he need to go for a special exception before the PL DRC.  This is a good procedure for the landowners because they will be noticed when this goes before PLDRC.  There will be a plaque or to other people can see this is coming before PLDRC will make sure that we get the information out to our community.  Then they have an opportunity to voice their opinions and voice what they are going through before the PLDRC.  As you know many of you have already been contacted by email.  So they have talked with the county councilman's and Johansson was helpful on conversation and Robins responded as well.  They had contact with you, they have had support from you.  We offered and we did file a code compliance complaint on their behalf because a lot of times people are frightened to do that for retaliations factors.  We filed that we code compliance may contact to this honor to let him know that he needs to go before PLDRC with the special exception requests.  The process does work and we are looking forward to having these land owners get some relief from this and hopefully it works out well for them.  They have had their voices heard by you, co-compliance, staff so it is on everybody's radar and hopefully it turns out well for them.  Thank you again for the hard work that you do.  The criticism you take when you try to do good things, we appreciate it.  There's a lot of people out there that don't come to meetings and do like what you do.  Thank you very much for everything that you all do for us.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Michael?  
>>  Good morning commissioners my name is Michael.  I'm a resident of Ormond Beach.  I am here about property taxes and Volusia County are out of control.  You let it get out of control.  People's incomes are not rising at the rate you're taxing them and everyone in this room knows it.  Getting straight to the point a homeowner who has to keep paying the government every year just to hold onto a home they have already bought is it property owner at all, they are a tenant of the county.  You turn ownership into a yearly permission slip paid under the threat of losing everything.  That is opposite of what this country was founded on.  Thomas Jefferson made it crystal clear that liberty depends on secure property rights.  Rights that don't vanish just because government wants more money.  Yet today property taxes in Volusia act as a constant threat over every homeowners head.  Residents are struggling to keep up and the county is spending the money.  Nearly $1 million pumped into a tax office, top county executives making three – four times of what Volusia County residents are.  We were told that there is nothing that can be done.  But there can be something or something can be done.  You guys can lower the millage rate, you can cut unnecessary spending.  You can rain and bloated salaries and you can align government growth with what residents can afford.  But you would rather grow government 1st and make taxpayers figure it out later.  People who spend their lives paying off their homes are now worried that raising taxes can potentially take their home away.  That is government failure.  This tax burden is not an accident, it is a result of delivery choices that you all made.  Now you have a decision to make.  Keep pushing homeowners until more of us break or finally do something and give people relief.  His cutaways, cut access, to cut the tax burden that is punishing people, you were elected to represent.  I promise the public is fed up.  We are paying attention and we are going to remember.  Thank you.  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  You can correct me when you come over.  I hope you got close and you be followed by Morgan.  
>>  Hello.  It is actually you were really close.  Anyway, I am basically here I wanted to talk later on the Charlie Kirk issue.  But I wanted to talk first about to thank all of you for your time and for being here.  I know these meetings run really long and I really do appreciate that you take the time to listen to everybody and to try to be leaders for all of the constituents not just the ones that you agree with.  So when we are talking about things like funding the arts or about not wanting memorials or things just trying to create more unity instead of divisiveness.  Bringing people together more like this.  I love that you have them live on the website.  I usually watch it there because I have kids.  My tenure old is cursing me lying down.  I think that is what it is about.  Local government should not be partisan.  School board should not be partisan and unofficially partisan.  The big issues that we all disagree on don't matter right here.  You are not voting on them.  You're not doing anything about that and we are not here to talk about that.  We are here to talk about flooding, our projects and things that affect this county.  We are not here to talk about our Middle East or whatever.  None of that stuff matters.  It is local politics and it should be partisan.  When you shift and bring partisan in on either side, you are alienating a huge other chunk and creating a divide that is already there.  At this point it is where people can talk to each other.  They can't talk to each other than you really can't work together.  It is a community, you are supposed to build a community.  I am a widowed single mom of two.  So I know what a community is and that you need it.  I would not have survived the first couple of years.  It has been six years now and we are fine.  I wouldn't have.  People come together and people take care of each other.  That is why local government should be about.  Not about any of the other things that might break us apart.  I am almost out of time.  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you for your comments.  Morgan?  
>>  Good afternoon, Morgan of New Smyrna Beach.  I wish George Recktenwald was here to hear this.  January will be four years that we have been trying to get anybody that has any authority and make him explain what he is doing in our neighborhood.  What he has done so far just here recently with the people adjacent to him.  Mr. Bartlett let him continue and it was three years before they bought him to put fines on him.  The day they were putting fines on him he was putting brand-new windows and doors with no apartments.  The reason I am here is because Robins called the meeting here and George Recktenwald and we show up at the meeting and zero of you three showed up.  We called one with you one day but what we want is for you George Recktenwald been Bartlett all in the same room so we can point the finger over there and over here.  Mr. Bartlett has gone wrong and it is personal in our neighborhood and that is all we are asking.  Write you today can you save there say that you guys can have a meeting with us with the Ben Bartlett in the same room at the same time?  Yes, sir no?  
>>  I will be glad to answer that.
>>  You are the boss right?  

>> CHAIR BROWER: No I am not.  I am one vote of seven.  Are you willing to go?  You need to ask your questions to the Council.  I will just told you I will ask.  
>>  We went to the town meeting you had a couple months ago at the library.  We brought this back up and you stood there for 15 minutes talking about you have that communication.  I called your office 10 times the next day and no communication.  She said we are going to call you back.  I have been heard a word from Mr. Bartlett and saying we have to have land for retention.  He is intended on giving an acre away to one man that does not live there.  This guy is flooding our whole neighborhood.  He comes in and puts the pipe in and restricts the water flow.  Mr. Bartlett after the fact goes in there and brings equipment from the county that keeps washing in any put rocks.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you.  That is your time, thank you very much.  Your time is up.  I already answered you.  Okay that concludes public participation for the opening of the meeting.  We will move on to item 1 which is approval of the agenda.  Can I have a motion to approve?  Second by Councilman Santiago.  In all in favor say aye.
>>  Aye.
>>  All opposed?  Agenda approve 6/0.  We will move to item 2.  Does anyone have a item they would like to pull for a comment only?  Councilman Robins?  Councilman Kent?  

>> TROY KENT: I have an item that I want to pull for a vote.  Item B.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Item B for a vote.  Any items for a vote?  
>>  Motion to approve the consent agenda presented by bath without item B. 

>> CHAIR BROWER: We are motion to approve the consent agenda except for item B which we will take up afterwards and it was by Kent and the second was by Jake Johansson.  Any discussion?  All in favor of approving the agenda please say aye.
>>  Aye.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Any opposed?  The consent agenda is approve 6/0.  We would take up item B JetBlue Airways Corporation airline operation agreement.  I see walking to the front amazing director of the airport.  
>>  Thank you Chairman.  I will jump in on this as I pulled it.  As of right now I do not have any questions for Cyrus or staff.  I understand you have to do what is legally responsible of you and the airport.  Our management the same way but there is a bad taste in my mouth Council.  This airline JetBlue Airways received incentives from this county and when those incentives ran out, they ran out.  They are back again for a second bite of the apple.  Full me once shame on you, fool me twice shame on me.  My constituents would not be happy with who approving a second go around of giving JetBlue Airways financial incentives.  Even though this is airport money this is general fund money.  I will be a definite no on this, this evening.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Santiago?  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Troy, you make a good point.  I feel compelled to ask questions before I get to where I land on this.  Cyrus, what is different today as my colleague said today from previous years?  
>>  Good evening Mr. chair and gentlemen of the Council.  Aviation and economic resources.  There's a lot of things different with this arrangement.  The full scope of what this deal is this is a marketing agreement that we give all carriers that come to the airport.  When breeze and a fellow came they have $150,000 worth of marketing because they are less service.  If you're offering daily service and what JetBlue is doing direct to two destinations.  That is in our air service support program that this Council approved back in August and the August 20 is meeting of this year.  And so the FDA requires that all airports under 22 we cannot discriminate against airlines that want to provide aeronautical service.  With JetBlue bringing two destinations that is why it is a little bit more expensive.  Remember this marketing deals does help for both parties.  We will be able to tell people here in Volusia County about the service to New York and Boston.  They will be able to tell people in New York and Boston about the service in Daytona Beach.  And if we want people to be on that airline and buy tickets, we have to get the word out.  They need to be informed via various media outlets and to be able to afford to do that.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Can you give examples of what do you mean from marketing dollars?  Let me throw a couple of examples out and see if that is what it means.  It could potentially mean billboards in New York and Boston as they come to Volusia County or Daytona Beach the world-famous beach.  What are examples of that?  Can you elaborate on that and also as my colleague said I think you said airport dollars can you clarify the funding source for this?  And how the funds are allocated for utilization in your current budget?  
>>  These are enterprise funds from the airport.  Everything that we receive from people that fly into the airport are people that are using Daytona Beach international Airport.  Let's say there's parking or spending money on concessions, they are going to the café, they are renting rent a car's.  How we are able to collect money from our aeronautical service provided all over the airport we are able to use this money to market the airport to airlines and other entities that want use the airport.  Because the FAA demands that we are self-sufficient.  We don't use any taxpayer dollars in order to operate the airport in this fashion.  We have to operate the airport as if we were a business enterprise.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Can you elaborate a little bit more?  
>>  That marketing money coming from those sources.  The FAA allows us just for a two year period to use that money to work with the airlines to figure out how we can best market that new air service.  JetBlue was here 2016 – 2019.  The FAA allows that to reset after a three year period since JetBlue has been gone since 2019 a lot has changed.  There management, leadership philosophy has changed and they are going back to the core that started with being ultra low cost carrier.  Going into secondary markets such as ours so that gives us a really solid opportunity to compete for travelers that are going up to New York and Boston.  New York and Boston is the number one and number five markets.  And I will go back since my tenure here at Volusia County, I have been in negotiations with JetBlue since 2021.  Originally they came to me and said, they will come back if they were $4 million minimum revenue guarantee.  I said, absolutely not.  I spoke with the CEO and we had recurrent conversations when she was doing an event.  She came back with no MRG there is no JetBlue service.  Over time I was able to break that down with being able to prove the demand for the use of this airport with a fellow and breeze.  We have the capacity and we have the demand to be able to support them coming back.  Mind you there is zero MRG associated with this contract.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I heard zero tax dollars.  From the general revenue fund.  His Boston -- do we currently have flights available direct to Boston or JFK?  
>>  We do not.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: It could be additional access for people that live in Volusia it is another gateway to international flights now?  
>>  Absolutely.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: It will give Volusia County another option?  In the past recently we have done some additional similar proposals with other airlines.  Can you tell us how those have been successful or not successful?  Can you give us high-level economic data on the investments we just recently made with those other airlines?  
>>  Available for instance we did $1 million minimum revenue guarantee.  With the fellow coming into the market and exposing the need for ultra low cost carrier, it help balance fares between our legacy carriers American adults and we were able to create a new haven in Wilmington Delaware.  In the two years that they have been operating they started in June 2023 with $1 million we have invested ultimately the results of that brought in interest from breeze.  With the breeze were able to gain five destinations.  Out of those five destinations, we did not once again contribute anything towards minimum revenue guarantee.  All we offered them was this marketing air service partnership that we are offering for this particular airline.  From breezes success JetBlue wants some of the action as well.  With a $1 million that we have invested, we have received over $47 million economic impact.  I presented that to the community on a number of occasions since we have announced the return of JetBlue.  Just about the investment that this Council made and having low cost carriers come into our market, they help give us a more diverse range of locations that Volusia County citizens can fly to but also to expose us to other citizens around the County.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: You mentioned balance downstairs, what does that mean?  
>>  When you have a situation where you have legacy carriers that dominate a market one comment I hear often is deltas fares are out of control and it is easier for people to drive to Orlando and fly.  When you have a situation where you have legacy, they can set the fair where it needs to be.  When you bring in ultra low cost carrier they might not be going head to head in the same destination.  Let's say for instance if you had a traveler that wanted to go to Providence Rhode Island and historically they would have been able to go through Atlanta to Providence, Rhode Island now they can go direct.  Delta has to think about how much they're going to charge that passenger when it was $700 now that breeze is in the market and breeze can offer the same location for $230 that forces Delta to bring down their fares in order to compete.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: If someone wants to go to JFK or Boston at the Daytona Beach international Airport they have to fly American airlines go to Charlotte or Delta go to Atlanta connected go to the Boston or New York?  
>>  That is exactly it.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: This would give them a direct flight?  
>>  Gives them a direct flight and an opportunity at a cheaper fare than what they would have normally been able to have it was just Delta and American in the market.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: 'sBringing in another Kerry is going to help traditionally balance fares for Volusia County.  Can you elaborate on the comment of FAA statement about discrimination?  Tell us more about that.  What does that mean and one of the recutrepercussions?  

>>  For assurances that the airport must abide by four receiving federal grants from the FAA.  We use the federal grants for infrastructure improvements.  Our security system as well is being funded through those grants that are coming from the federal government.  If we are found in violation in any of the 40 grant assurances an entity can complain to the FAA and the FAA go through an investigatory process and part 16 investigation may require the airport to pay back grants that it has received for those infrastructure projects if we are found in violation.  Grant assurance 22 prohibits us to discriminate against aeronautical service providers.  If we offer one airline one incentive, we have to offer another airline the same incentives.  That is why we have that program in place because it protects us and ensures we are following grant assurances when we are engaged in these conversations with airlines.  If we don't vote for this process JetBlue can easily file a part 16 complaint and the FAA will come back and look at where we are and why we gave breeze and Avelo those airport incentives but not JetBlue the incentives.  We can be in jeopardy for future grants or grants we have already received.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: It shields the taxpayers and correct me if I'm wrong.  It protects homestead values from this.  
>>  100%.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Dempsey?  

>> DON DEMPSEY: I was very vocal against the minimum revenue guarantee to a DLO.  I talked to Cyrus many times about getting major carriers or legacy carriers down here.  I was very cynical of the million dollar guarantee but this is a huge win in our opinion.  Getting JetBlue here is incredible.  We are offering the same thing every airline.  Breeze got all of this other stuff and those are just secondary markets.  But now what we have is a daily route not a couple of times a week daily to Boston and to JFK.  Think about it if you have people in England wanting to come to Disney World this gives them another option instead of going JFK, to MCO Orlando in dealing with traffic and all of that stuff.  Daytona is not that far away.  Maybe we go to New York, Daytona go out on the beach and then go to Disney.  This open so much more and we have a lot of travelers local that like to go to Europe.  Instead of dealing with MCO and all of that nonsense and the traffic, we go to Daytona Park get on a flight go to JFK and go to England.  This is huge.  As much as I was a cynic of Avelo getting the million dollar revenue if this is what we got out of it, it was spot on.  That was a good call.  I would have to say I was probably wrong because I think the minimum revenue guarantee of $1 million to get JetBlue for daily flights to two of the biggest destinations in our country is huge.  I applaud you for your efforts.  I remember talking to you about getting JetBlue Airlines.  
>>  That was a priority of mine to get JetBlue back but to get them at a significant discount than what we have in the past.  
>>  You gave Avelo a bigger incentive to the tune of a million.  Congratulations.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Before I call on Jake, I think we slept into debate.  You managed to converse with him so I think there was a question at the end.  Let's finish.  Anybody else have questions?  Jake, Troy, Danny?  Are you ready to debate the issue?  No questions?  You kicked it off, thank you.  We will go -- 
>>  I do have one question.  Refresh our memory you said JetBlue left in 2019?  
>>  Yes, sir.

>> CHAIR BROWER: They used up the money?  
>>  Their situation was a different philosophy that was used.  They use a travel bank and that was a conglomerate of businesses that were in the community that came together that was orchestrated by the chamber and everyone put money into the pot to help sustain JetBlue at the time.  Typically those deals last between two – four years.  Unfortunately left in three years.  The reasons why they left were they needed those aircraft and other markets.  That airline was run by completely different leadership team.  They were operating under a completely different philosophy with everything that has been happening with the economy the airlines are starting to figure out especially the ultra low cost carriers that it is better to go on the secondary market.  JetBlue was in Miami and they pulled out of Miami and they have reallocated resources to airport such as Vero Beach and Daytona would benefit from that.  With that in me knowing that changing her philosophy, he gave me the leverage to not offer any money to come in that will be related to taxpayers.  And only giving them what our basic incentive program for any airline that comes into our market.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: I remember that.  I removed the public was -- I remember the public was mad.  One more quick question enterprise fund you mentioned the cash self generates.  What about the out parcels that we collect rent on?  Does that go into the enterprise fund?  You make a lot of money at the airport to do things like this.  
>>  Absolutely.  I want to make more.  Here are opportunities that we are trying to look into in terms of getting land around the airport.  We talked about arrow coming into the community.  It is one of the entities that is going to be leasing on airport property to contribute to the funds.  One of the things that I go to when I talked to airlines and I just had a airline meeting during the last council meeting.  It is going to bring down costs for them to operate at our facility.  Once again it is another advantage for our users and our customers to be able to fly two different destinations without having to pay costs that are rolled over from airline fees.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you.  I will comment later.  Councilman Johansson?  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: Just a quick comment.  I have gotten a lot of calls and folks stopping me saying is JetBlue going to fly daily to New York?  No one has asked me about this but I have had tons of people commenting daily service to up north is important to them.  They mention $400,000 and I don't think it matters to these people.  I think it is important that we keep this up.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Kent?  Councilman Robins?  

>> DANNY ROBINS: Cyrus you do a great job.  I started out in holding to my current position with this because I have had an issue with it since day one.  It was an eye-opener for me council is after Covid if you go back a couple years we were having thousands of local and small businesses and you know where I'm coming from struggling and going out of business.  With no government guarantees essentially.  To me that is discriminatory in my opinion.  Because we are helping out multimillion dollar companies but our backbones of the community the mom and pop and blue-collar workers get more taxes, regulation and bureaucracy.  I have held strong on this before and Cyrus and take your word for it.  I do see some changes but I have to hold firm on this.  Not getting into anything but just a few weeks ago we took away some revenue guarantees from the arts community as well.  It puts us in a little bit of a spot to pick a direction and stick with it.  That is where I am at.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Kent?  

>> TROY KENT: The comments I heard from you, do not disagree with.  Don, I appreciate you.  You are strong against that it had to tell you if Avelo packs up and runs when the money runs out, I am going to be the same guy sitting here saying how dare you come back in here and ask for more money because you're pulling JetBlue.  Too soon?  David Councilman Santiago you are masterful at this.  Your questions were spot on.  It makes me want to change my thought process on it.  It really does.  Cyrus, I do not need to sit here and brag about how this counsel thinks of you and your leadership at the airport.  I am not a world traveler, public paid employee.  My family and I gone new trips.  But when we do, we try to leave out of Daytona, always.  It is usually Delta or American, it is what it is.  There's a new other options that we have.  When we talk about the park 16 with the FAA, tell them I want park 17 add 14 Kent.  My hand is still burning from touching the stove when it hurt when this company packed up and ran when the money ran out.  My constituents, they do not forget easily.  I get three years have gone by and they get another bite at this Apple and all of that.  I get the number one in the number five markets destinations.  Those are all wonderful things.  I am just having a hard time with them packing up and leaving.  It didn't help that they were trying to put the screws to use for $4 million.  They had a $4 million number they wanted from you.  Because you are who you are you told him absolutely not.  But they asked.  They wanted more.  Even though it is not taxpayer dollars the Kent family when we go our fair is used for the airport fund.  That is why I am still a no on this.  Any of the new airlines like Avelo and breeze, you play the same game and I am going to do the same thing.  If I am not in the seat and someone else is, I am want to be emailing them and asked them to vote the way I would vote here.  Which is, I am not going to give it to you two times in a row.  I think jet blue should come back and apologize.  I am sorry Volusia County, we would like to come back.  Let us show you what a good partner we are going to be.  We are going to make money for your community because you took care of us X number of years ago.  Am I dreaming now?  You all know where I am on this.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Santiago?  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Are you saying I have a chance?  [LAUGHTER] 
I wrote down something you said, Troy.  It is what it is.  But it doesn't have to be what it is.  For you and for half a million residents of Volusia County.  I think that is where our vision should be.  I think the fact that this is an enterprise fund and remember the debate we did and I said it more than once.  If we're going to be in airport business and we need to be in the airport business.  He is doing a fantastic job.  Being in the airport business as part of this grant process that the federal government requires us to participate in.  It is what it is, will use your time.  And I will tell you to the Avelo thing if I were to saving up your numbers are half I think is a $42 million or $47 million economic return for the million dollar investment for Avelo, I will say it is $10 million.  I was spending $1 million for $10 million any day.  If they want to come back in three years I do not want them to leave.  A good business sense is someone going to invest a million to get $47 million I will do it any day and I think about it.  At the same time when I don't want to think about that this is for JetBlue.  I don't see this as it is for JetBlue.  I think it is for Volusia County our region.  Not only the marketing that is going to happen in other states for people to come and see it.  This is a win-win win.  I am going to put you on the spot.  I will not hold you to the number $400,000 investment how do you long do you think it is going to take to recover it?  
>>  The caveat to support for $400,000 is going to be paid is $200,000 for each market.  They are not going to get it all at once.  We will complete one year and they will get $100,000 and then they will get $100,000 next year.  I am going to ensure their strings attached it is so if they do pull out of the market they do not get the $400,000 in totality.  In terms of the passenger traffic that is going to be generated as a result of this, this airport has not touched a million passengers since 1992.  General Electric was a figment of this community.  By the end of 2026, 2027 first quarter this airport will hit a million passengers if the current carriers that we have in the Senate we have are now remains in place.  That has been a goal of mine since I have come to Volusia County.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: It is not going to take us long to get the investment back?  
>>  About 18 months.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I am happy we need to do this.  In my lifespan of airport directors, I got to meet with them we got the best.  I genuinely feel that and we have the support.  He had done every single thing we have asked him to do a more.  I thought we would never be here today.  Let us get to where we need to build another terminal.  I want you to come and say I need another terminal.  [LAUGHTER] 
That is my personal goal.  -- we have clear direction to tourism authorities, right?  This is a big deal so I would certainly like for them to sharpen their pencils.  I recommend it for George to sharpen pencils to support.  They need to be 100% behind this and increase the efforts behind that.  I will buy the tickets for the Mets game direct.  That is not a bride, you are my friend.  [LAUGHTER] 
Thank you Cyrus.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Try write this down because I am going to agree with Councilman Santiago.  [LAUGHTER] 
Troy, seriously thank you for bringing this up.  Because our constituents would've been angry if it would've passed us without discussing it.  I do remember the bad things.  They hadn't met the director before.  He handed them their hat in their hands.  They asked for $4 million and they get the same standard airport agreement that airports give any airline coming in with two of the best markets you could imagine Boston and New York.  This is for the taxpayers Councilman Santiago.  This will help build our economy.  This will bring people here and sent people from home alone in New York City.  Who knows?  They're both great markets.  Councilman Robins I hope you will join us.  I don't know if this is going to pass or not.  I hope it does.  We hired you to expand that airport.  You have done a phenomenal job.  Everything you have tried has worked.  You know your job well.  You have all my respect and my gratitude for helping us build this airport.  I see it completely different.  The hard decisions we made it was direct taxpayer money in the fund.  You are making money and you use that money to do this to expand the airport and expand choices for Volusia County residents.  Our residents are sick and tired of driving to Orlando.  [APPLAUSE] 
This gets his way down the road.  I am going to say, thank you before I vote for it.  I hope that you get the four votes that you need.  Councilman Dempsey?  Was he telling you how to vote?  
>>  He was trying to borrow $20 for me.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: I want to reiterate when we are here a couple of years ago I was against it.  I did not want them taking the money and running.  I think they left Melbourne prior to that and then came here.  I think they may have exhausted the minimum guarantee for all I know.  
>>  We have probably about $100,000 that will go back to the fund.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: So I was right.  I assume they were going to take the money.  Whether they run or not, I hope they don't run.  But like I said we are talking about Avelo which was doing two times a week to New Haven, Connecticut.  Unless you are from New Haven, Connecticut you're not going to New Haven, Connecticut.  There are no connecting flights to France?  Avelo was going two times a week to Wilmington, Delaware.  There is no connection and there was nothing.  Breeze, we gave the same incentive package.  We didn't get the minimum revenue we get the same incentive package.  That was two times a week to Westchester County, New York.  Two times a week to Akron.  There's no connecting flights to London or Heathrow in any of those places.  I hope they stick it out.  But JetBlue having two times a week daily flights to major cities and major connecting flights to all over the globe is huge.  Even if we lose $1 million from Avelo, I think is money well spent it if gave him a bargaining chip at the table to award JetBlue and that was his ultimate plan to use Avelo to get may be breeze.  Getting JetBlue 's is huge.  What you're offering is industry standard is that correct?  
>>  That is correct.

>> DON DEMPSEY: If we don't give them this they're going to go somewhere else.  We have to offer them the industry standard.  They are going to just walk and we are going to be left with all of this added traveling from Europe and to and from all over the world.  I am a big yes for this for that vary reason.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Come on Councilman Robins.  

>> DANNY ROBINS: No pressure.  Cyrus, when does this come back up for contract is it yearly?  Mr. Kent has a good point.  Say we get somebody that burns us.  How do we protect ourselves?  Can we get a clause where we can protect ourselves?  
>>  That is what I tried to do.  With this 400,000 for the two markets the access to the marketing dollars the first year they will get $100,000 for New York and $100,000 for Boston.  That is how we protect ourselves.  If they do plow then there is no access to the remaining.

>> DON DEMPSEY: I am talking about discriminatory.  When we do not get burned in the future and does that make sense?  
>>  We allow them to use the money and remember we are using the money to because we are marketing our area to those cities.  We are getting a benefit out of it.  The grant assurance 22 what happens let's say this doesn't pass and JetBlue becomes aware and they file a complaint with the FAA.  Then we have to contend with the FAA on what penalties they will assess to us.  How we can protect ourselves really is everyone here in this room that is going to Boston or New York they need to be buying those ticket and flying out of Daytona Beach.  That is how we protect ourselves.  That is the reason why we brought the service back.  So when there is an opportunity to fly somewhere and you are driving to Orlando or you are driving to Jacksonville remember that is one additional area of exposure that we have to take on.  This service in Daytona Beach, we have to use the service.  That is the bottom line.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: Thinks.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Deputy County manager Suzanne?  
>>  Mr. Robins where you might have been going is when we revisit next year the incentive program that the FAA approves take a look at whether we can include language that will protect us against discriminatory.  We will look at that.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: General before we vote we have one member of the public who would like to speak.  John Nicholson?  
>>  John Nicholson, Daytona Beach side.  Remember when we first started talking about this year's ago, I made the comment it takes money to make money.  It takes money to make money.  If you put in $400,000 and we go to New York or Boston some of you recall having been to Charlotte.  How much bigger is Charlotte then New York?  How much bigger is Charlotte then Boston?  So New York has 12 million+ another 20 million people, what percentage do we need to match our ticket from Charlotte?  1% of New York will match Charlotte.  If you get 10% then we get 10 times we get from Charlotte.  The same thing with Boston.  How many people fly from Europe to Charlotte to Daytona Beach?  The market is like zero.  How many people fly from Europe to Boston or Europe to New York?  Will any of them make the connection to Daytona Beach so they can be at the beach which they did when Disney opened.  They stayed in our hotels and drove to Orlando.  Those two markets are huge.  How many people have you heard griped about having to fly through Atlanta to get anywhere?  So now you have three options.  New York and Boston are huge.  The number flights they have to get to wherever you want to go and there's a problem is huge.  It is not us going to New York, it is those 30, 50, 60 million people plus whatever we get from Europe coming to Daytona Beach.  I am guessing and I'm often say that I am wrong but I am guessing that our airport is going to need that terminal in the next couple of years.  It is also something coming down the pipe that you don't know about if it comes to fruition, we would need to terminal in two years.  Gentlemen please send the message that we are open for business.  Send the message to the airlines because I would not mind another airline coming to Daytona Beach.  Thank you.  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you.  Troy, you are going to have to write down that David and I both agree with John.  Carissa will you call the roll please.  Do we have a motion on the floor?  Can I get a motion in a second?  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I move that we move the consent agenda.
>>  Second Johansson.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Motion to approve by David Santiago and second by Jake Johansson.  You can call the role please.
>>  Mr. Kent?  
>>  Stealing we got burned in the past I am a no.  
>>  Mr. Robins?  

>> DANNY ROBINS: Yes.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Danny we are going to the Mets game.  We will send the pictures.
>>  Mr. Santiago 
>>  Yes.
>>  Mr. Dempsey.
>>  Yes if I can go there again with you.  [LAUGHTER] 
>>  Mr. Johansson.
>>  Yes.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Yes.
>>  I am on principle I had to stand on.  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: You will be driving to New York.  [LAUGHTER] 
I hope you don't drive to Boston in the wintertime.  Item 3, this will wake up.  A budget resolution approval approval is requested and needed to appropriate the opioid settlement fund.  
>>  Chair and councilmembers I'm pleased to present from the opioid advisory board.  2.6 million in funding to nine agencies addressing our communities opioid crisis.  This represents a strategic investment and preventative services that they can return to reduce emergency response costs, decrease terminal justice expenses and most importantly lives say that families resource productivity.  Of note this is pharmaceutical settlement money.  No text -- tax dollars are involved.  It includes public information campaign that was counsel directed us to do previously with the objectives of reducing the stigma that prevents people from seeking help, educating family members of warning signings and direct to prevention and resources.  Uses local data.  With that I am prepared to go to the nine agencies.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Let's hear what Councilman Santiago.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I have a question.  I will make the motion 1st and then asked the question.  I moved to approve the proposal proposed by staff.

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: Second.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Brad a crazy thought came about and I wish we had our medical exam in here.  He talked about how people are using drugs in Volusia that almost every drug has.

>>  We had a conversation with the Sheriff's office for them to be involved in the confirmation campaign.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Awesome, thank you.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: We have a motion on the floor to accept as presented by David Santiago and the second by Jake Johansson.  Any questions or debate all in favor say aye.
>>  Aye.
>>  Any opposed?  Motion carried 6/0.  Before I get to item number four I want to ask the Council to consider and nobody knows about the ship.  I think I saw doctor Anderson here?  She has an update on something very important in Volusia County.  She could not make it to the opening participations because she was teaching a class.  It is on septic situation that we need to know about.  Would you allow her a late public participation now or have her wait until the end of the meeting?  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I prefer that we wait.  It is not an agenda item I think we should.  I think people are waiting for another agenda item.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Okay.  Item number four approval of changes for improved service and inefficiencies.  
>>  Motion to approve.
>>  Second.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Bobby King get a motion to approve in a second came from Councilman Santiago.  We have people from the public who wants to speak on this.  
>>  Chairman have a quick question.  I know recently there has been some questions about the goal services.  Can you give us a quick update on the special needs community that needs a little extra help from us and what we have done about it?  
>>  Thanks for bringing that up.  I will be happy to.  I wanted to explain what our goal services is.  The paratransit service and we have two different programs in the paratransit service.  One is called ADA services and that is for individuals that live in three quarters of a mile of the sixth bus line.  It is limited to those folks only.  They do not have to have anything but a medical disability and not be able to ride a fixed route bus.  Another program is the disadvantage program.  It is a state run program that provided funds to operate the program.  That is outside of the boundary.  The really -- it falls onto the program and the program requires you not to have access.  You either can't drive a vehicle or you don't have a vehicle in your family.  The only mode of transportation that you can do is a paratransit service.  I just want to share that with you.  Recently, we instituted a brand-new software system.  It is actually going to be a saving grace for us.  It is already showing that we have almost 100% on-time performance in the last two weeks.  In doing so the few weeks before implementing that, we started uploading the old software data into the system.  We realized that we had a lot of individuals that don't qualify for one of the two programs anymore.  Were they were getting trips that don't fall within the parameters of those programs.  We need to try to stay within the parameters.  We have done our best to reinstate as many individuals that have standing trip request for dialysis, medical and disabled children going to school.  We have worked very diligently to put all of those back into place.  But going forward we need to be cognizant of how we are going to continue to operate a large number of people that fall into the need of paratransit.  We are looking at all kinds of ways to accomplish that.  Whether it is additional grant funding, the software will help us provide more trips for less.  It is supposed to keep us efficient as possible.  Improvements have already the -- [INDISCERNIBLE].  
>>  If it is an SSS -- necessity if there are conditions that we can help out with let us know so we can get that information.  
>>  We are prioritizing disabled trips and for children with disabilities.

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Dempsey do you have a question for her?  

>> DON DEMPSEY: Ms. King?  Basically as far as the ride goes this is expanding the west side test market?  
>>  Some portions of the east side will get the micro transit service implemented as a part of these changes.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: Is it over to anybody?  The fare is two dollars per ride?  
>>  It is two dollars per mile and a dollar more for each mile and 10 miles total.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: The comparable fort Luber or taxicab?  
>>  We did comparisons about 10 – $12 for a trip that is similar.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: That is all I have for questions.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: First I will apologize if you mentioned this if I was in the back.  Can you tell us and everyone we did this pilot project in West Volusia.  How has that been received from the residence in those areas?  Talk to us about utilization since we did that pilot project?  
>>  Is important to know that most of our micro transit options on the west side and now on the east side was centered around poor performing fixed routes which is a big bust.  By implementing micro transit in the area that we took a fixed route bus out of we are able to provide service to more people.  Because it goes everywhere in the community not just down the same road every single day.  The west side, we have had 25% increase in ridership.  
>>  You're saying 20 more 20% more people since we took the big empty buses off of the road?  
>>  I would like to say that but it is more like 25% more people are getting rides them before.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: The utilization went up and the number of trips?  Now we do not have empty buses driving up and down the road that people complained about.  Good job with the pilot program.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you.  Marsha?  
>>  I am Martha, I'm from New Smyrna Beach.  This is my nephew Randy.  What are you here to talk about?  He rides Voltran gold and he has been riding it for 23 years.  He has been riding back and forth and out to the sunrise developmental center.  Suddenly his rise was at risk.  He is one of the 60 standing rise of 170 previously.  Those of people 170 riders had about five pages of documentations to get a pass to ride Voltran gold.  Now there are 16 -- 60 standing reservations and they are limited to 170.  I have been on the phone for three hours waiting for a reservation.  He has a standing reservation to ride but it can't be modified.  If his parents are out of town for work and I am back up, I am fighting with the people who were riding and he can get access for his ride.  Looks like they are limiting it to 79 people that means I have been on the phone for three hours every time I've had to call for reservations for him.  I'm concerned about how many riders and how many are serving now?  His life depends on that.  He knows the riders and the drivers.  What do you like to do when we are together?  Eat out.  We go out to eat.  He knows the cooks in the service and the nursing homes we visit 30 hospice patients a week.  He knows the staff and many of the patients who are dependent on rides to Walmart to get food.  Now they can't get on the phone and they can't get their add-ons and they cannot get a ride.  When he says I am upside about Voltran they say we know.  Those of us services have not been available.  Here people are riding Voltran gold.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: If you can make notes because I would like to and I can see you want to respond when she was talking.  I know this is important to you.  Thomas?  
>>  Thank you.  Thank you counsel members.  I live in Volusia County.  I understand from recent reporting by the news that the funding for Voltran gold has been substantially reduced.  This will in my opinion render the service willfully and adequate.  I hope the board reconsider funding for this vital service.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you very much.  Ruth Edwards?  
>>  Hello I am Ruth Edwards I live in New Smyrna Beach as well.  Public transportation is only option for many of our Volusia County residents who are living with disabilities or are elderly.  Many of these folks do not have smart phones, computers or tech skills to deal with complex arrangements.  Some are blind and some cannot speak.  All have issues making everyday living challenging.  Uber is unaffordable and some of the populations require wheelchair accessible vehicles which are in small supplies.  It is heartbreaking to see the additional stress it has created for families that depend on the service when they can't get rides to doctors appointments.  In the old system there was no limit to the number of trips that can be booked on Voltran gold and anyone evening the service that met the requirements can get a reservation.  The new company has decided that one of the best ways to save money is to drastically reduce services.  The service plan that will provide savings to the county and the states.  Do the Council really intent to save money to denied transportation to those that need it?  It is morally wrong to tell persons with disabilities and the elderly that there are too many of them needing transportation so they are denied rights.  Anyone able to use the fixed route reflects is able to get a reservation but only a small limited reservations are allowed for those with greater disabilities.  Now only 20 slots countywide are available three days in advance.  I would like to challenge the Council to ask our ATP to provide a number of persons now available to receive transportation on gold as compared to the number prior to their takeover.  We in Volusia County are better than this.  Thank you very much.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you.  [APPLAUSE] 
John Davidson?  Is John Davidson still in the house?  He will be followed by Caitlin Swan.  
>>  Good afternoon gentlemen.  My name is John Davidson from New Smyrna Beach.  I too would like to speak about Voltran and I ride Voltran to work for 27 years.  Five days a week and I understand they are going to be changing which is fine.  There are some issues that are concerning the flex ride and gold services.  I would like to bring up first of all the standing order they were talking about how many people and how long you have to wait on the phone like marker and Randy said earlier.  I waited an hour and four minutes the other day just for a simple call.  The last time I ended up calling and they finally answered.  Did I miss the very first day of work because I did know the service had changed.  That is number one.  Number two is I would like to suggest using cash, token or bus pass.  I have been using a bus pass all my life for 27 years.  Also I have a suggestion on how we can automatically go.  One is for you use want to schedule a trip and three to cancel on the phone.  I would suggest option four to make automatic schedule for the following day for the exact same trip.  Please consider this and have a wonderful afternoon.  Thank you so much.  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you very much for coming in.  Caitlin Swan followed by Kim Long.  
>>  Good afternoon councilmembers.  My name is Caitlin Swan.  I'm a pastor here in Volusia County and I work with eight churches on a regular basis and 30 more throughout the year.  Four weeks ago I stood at this podium asking you to restore funding for 32 arts and cultures organizations.  Since then instead of reversing course I have seen a pattern.  You have discussed $2.6 million from the very social services that keep children safe and support seniors and strengthen families.  At the same time Voltran especially Voltran gold has deteriorated so drastically poured the stable residence and don't know they can get to work or doctor or some of them to get out of their homes.  Before the switch to the new provider over 170 wheelchair users per day wears transported reliability with appointments.  The new contractor limits the service to 65 people are day or 79 and that is the highest number of her.  Handicapped residents are sitting on the phone for hours every morning like they're trying to win a radio context.  Hoping they will be one of the like he wants to go to work for a medical appointment that day.  One man with the standing reservation to get to work was simply told recently that the bus would not be coming that day.  He was hours late by the time someone got him there.  These are people who already face daily barriers most of us will never encounter and we have made their lives harder.  These are not isolated problems but they are symptoms of deeper misunderstanding of the purpose of government.  Over and over I hear the argument that the core function of government is to save taxpayers money.  Government is not a business and we are not shareholders expecting quarterly returns.  Government exists and grown-ups know that taxes exist to do the things that we cannot do alone to build roads, fund schools and provide services that create safety, stability and dignity for all of us.  And to do so with financial responsibility and appropriate oversight.  My family might not need the Boys and Girls Club for our child but I certainly want to live in a community where the kids are off the street and doing something productive with their time.  I may not need to send my kids to a free swim class but in this economy many families cannot should I accept them drowning because -- [INDISCERNIBLE].  My husband and I did not need wheelchair transportation but I had an emergency my family and I can tell you our health and mobility can change in an instant.  Here's the thing this counsel is not actually saving people money.  You're not proposing to refund each of us one dollar for the arts or $0.75 for Voltran for $4.30 for the social services.  But even if you were, I believe the majority of Volusia County residents would decline all six of those dollars for a safer healthier and more accessibility community.  Thank you.  [APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Kim Long?  Kim Long?  Beverly Richardson?  Karen Hall?  Steve?  You are next.  
>>  Hello my name is Steve.  I live at 423 W. Pennsylvania avenue in DeLand.  I have a general comment, no I have a story.  My son before I worked at Publix, had a job in Port Orange at the store.  He was living in a new set of apartments with no bus stop.  The closest bus stop was 2 miles away.  He was stuck with Voltran gold.  Unfortunately it was stuck.  He had to give them an hour window so he would not know if he would be picked up at the beginning of the hour or the end of an hour.  As it turned out at all because he was left several times.  This was before the service was switched over.  I am thinking probably is because they just don't have enough money.  We just don't give enough money to that form of public transportation.  I don't know why we distinguish it from the roads.  That is public transportation as well.  We put in general fund money and the gas taxes don't pay for all of the road expenses.  I just hate to see us stingy with the people who need the services and don't have other options.  I think Caitlin said it better than I am saying it, it is a public responsibility.  Thank you.[APPLAUSE] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you very much.  Counsel do you have questions for Bobby King?  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Can we address the issues?  
>>  I would love to address some of these issues.  First of all I would say there is no doubt that our top priorities are paratransit needs.  We serve about 850 trips a day.  That is a lot of trips throughout the county.  As I described earlier we have two different programs the transit disadvantage program.  That state program has dropped everything to your even though we continue to show that we need to provide more and more trips in the program.  We would need to, we are asking them for more money.  We are trying to find ways to increase that fund so we can get more trips.  There's no doubt that the need is there.  We did have to limit some of the trips.  We cannot limit that ADA paratransit individuals.  That is a requirement.  The transit disadvantaged, we are supposed to book trips first come first serve.  Obviously, doing that keeps people from getting their medical trips that they require.  So what we stated before was put in place the ability for people to have standing orders like dialysis three – five times a week sometimes.  All of those trips are back in place and they are getting those trips.  If it needs to be adjusted, I can assure you it can be adjusted.  I don't know where that information came from.  I also want to say our new contractor is not at fault here.  This was a decision from the county from our division helping them understand how to provide this service.  They realized that the services were being provided outside of the parameters and came to us asking for solutions so they didn't continue to do that.  And rightfully so, we need to stay within the parameters of both of those programs.  We are audited on it at federal and state level.  So it is important to stay within those guidelines.  We have had very serious phone issues lately.  We just had it fixed by AT&T on Sunday.  I think that those long waits for the phone calls was 100% related to that.  All of our staff and customer service if we got emails from them, they were calling me back as fast as possible.  There wasn't much that we could do about it.  It was the AT&T service provider.  I am trying to make sure I cover all of these.  The trips can be scheduled seven days in advance.  We do not limit the medical trips.  We do not limit the school trips.  We are just trying to limit what we call recreational or shopping trips.  Not there there is not a need to do that but we have to prioritize somewhere and medical needs are our priority.  Our software will soon provide an option for scheduling via app or online.  So there may be less of a need to call in the future.  We are excited about that.  There should be rolling out in the next couple of weeks.  I think I wrote down everything and I wanted to make sure I address it with you and if you have any questions.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Thank you for the answers.  I am going to make it a little bit more simpler to understand.  Based on the initiative before us are the issues that the speakers came up and shared will that no longer be a problem if we implement this?  
>>  If you're talking about micro transit in the areas that we can introduce Michael transit anybody that is able to get in and out of a vehicle will have a much better option of getting a trip.  We also do have wheelchair accessible vehicles as well.  Those will be options for people in those areas.  The possibility of getting a trip increases by providing the micro transit in the areas.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: You is that a yes?  You think it will solve their concerns?  Regarding the call times is that a contractor or internal?  
>>  It is our own phone system.  It doesn't have anything to do with the contractor.  We definitely had phone outages.  It was sporadic for several weeks.  And it finally went all the way down on Friday and AT&T was out on Sunday fixing the line under the ground.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: Prior to that what would you say average speed of answer was?  
>>  We do get a lot of calls for trips.  It is a very busy needed service.  I honestly can't say.  A couple of minutes at least.  On our contractor has increased the reservation staff and customer service staff to accommodate even later in the day things that we haven't had before.  We are doing everything we can to make sure we are able to take those calls as many hours of the day as possible.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: The system is fully fixed which look like it might be and you implemented some of these changes and there's an old longer be longer wait times absent any outages?  
>>  Everything we are putting together an online we have a new phone system coming in were trying to get it in by the end of this year.  That and the outage being fixed I think ultimately we will start to see major improvements on that.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: In our personal meeting you shared that this launch of this program is going to go in tandem with the existing program that you're going to have a double period so people can learn to utilize the new system is that correct?  
>>  Exactly.  We like to do February - March and we will be visiting the people and how to utilize new services before everything changes on March 1. We have months of PR related work, media related work on site and from the people work to help people understand how to use the services.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: My last point of clarification and provided everything goes according to what you have planned then we will potentially have given if history repeats itself we will potentially have increased ridership.  The concerns of the folks that spoke should not be a problem going forward if we implement this?  
>>  I think paratransit will always have a limit.  All of these other services that we are providing will definitely ease the burden on the paratransit trip demand and ultimately be able to help people get more of what they need.  The paratransit service is hands-on door to door service provided by us.  That is something that we want to make sure the individuals that still need a type of service can still utilize our services.  But if anybody is able to get in and out of the vehicle it will be a good option for them.  

>> DANNY ROBINS: Ms. King is there a way just as a safety net in the future can we set up the new phone system that if it is over three minutes can it forward to somebody else?  
>>  I will look at that and that is a great idea.  

>> DANNY ROBINS: I went there understand went on for months.  I need clarification on the roots riders limited at 79.  What was that being referred to?  
>>  Trying to keep us in the funding availability.  We had to determine how many trips you made every single day.  We do have some funding that we have been utilizing for the Council on aging.  They have just gotten the contract so we know longer have to provide the trips for them.  We decided we would move those funds into this program temporarily for disadvantaged people find ways to use our services while we apply for different funds that maybe we can get to increase the ability to provide more of the services.  We are trying everything we can to keep things rolling at a higher level until we can figure out how best to do this.  

>> DANNY ROBINS: What do you think the demand is north of 79?  
>>  North of 100 for sure.  Vehicles, drivers, dollars all of it and so we have to balance between ADA riders need an TD writer need.  We have both people wanting to get trips and we can only provide so many of those trips a day.  

>> DANNY ROBINS: If we can set up a special program and a gentleman that was employed for 30 years where they can even give their monthly.  My mom was a teacher in that community for a long time.  One little deviation throws off and magnified 1000 times.  If you can set up calendars on the phone where they can say this is recurring and hit a button that way they are locked in and have no worries.  Whatever we can do.  Thank you.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: Ms. King I think I heard you said earlier ridership is up 25%?  
>>  Our ridership on the sweats back west side of the county -- [INDISCERNIBLE] I can only tell you age because we capture age and disability.  I don't know what their income is.  

>> DON DEMPSEY: The lady from DeLand, Ms. Swan she brought a number that previously there was 170 riders able to use the transit back in the day and now there's 69.  
>>  She talked about the transit disadvantage program.  Right now we are cap it.  We are making sure we provide the medical and the school children trips first and then opening it up to the rest of the need.  I think she is talking about the program.  
>>  What is the hundred and 70 writer a day number from?  
>>  It would've been pious to us implementing a new software.
>>  I'm going to propose something to my fellow councilman.  I want to hear your thoughts if it is a good idea or if it is not so good.  I have consistently been against this program solely because it competes with private industry.  I don't like the fact that the county is in competition because we are giving to dollarized but we are competing directly with Uber, left in the private Companies.  You made statements that we can do paratransit because of budget limitations.  I do not like the fact that government is competing with private industry.  If we have limited funds and our need is greater than our ability to fulfill it with the paratransit then why don't we stop giving rides to people who can afford it and give it to people who need it?  After counsel we can go out for $14 going get pizza.  Uber will cost us 100 or more dollars.  Why should government subsidize our trip to get pizza and we are to cheap to do it so we go do Voltran.  Why do we have to offer that to people who are not disabled who are not income disadvantaged?  Why are we subsidizing those people for cab rides at the cost of these guys who really need it?  I am proposing that we quit giving two dollars cab rides to everybody who wants it and limit it to people who are disabled or economically disadvantaged and who can't afford Uber or lift.  Free of that money and put it towards paratransit transportation so these 170 riders get their needs met as opposed to meeting the needs of people who can really afford taxicabs.  
>>  Unfortunately, we follow federal regulations related to transit.  Fixed route bus there's eligibility.  On the east I will we take away a fixed route line we bring in micro transit to take its place of those people can continue to have an option for transit.  They don't have to be eligible.  And so if we were going to require eligibility for micro transit, it would be paratransit service.  We will not be serving only the public which is what we are supposed to be doing with our federal and state dollars.
>>  Years and we can't just quit offering rides and give it towards county funded paratransit?  
>>  Essentially, yes I can't discriminate from individuals having income and individuals that don't.  It is open to anyone.  
>>  We are saying the law would prohibit us from giving rise to people who don't need it at the expense of people who do need it?  It doesn't sit well with me that we are subsidizing cab rides to people who can afford to hire their own private Cab.  For those who need the help and the funding and they cannot get it.  It doesn't and there is nothing that we can do to transfer that money?  
>>  Not that I am aware of.  We cannot limit it.  Micro transit does help.  
>>  I have heard from people and we know the same people.  They are having problems.  I am hearing the same thing from that person who works every day at the courthouse telling me the same things that they are telling me.  I just want to see as much is this mass transit money as possible going to help the indigent and the disabled as opposed to helping people who don't even need and are just taking Voltran ride because it is cheaper.  
>>  Our federal dollar allocation only says we have to provide 20% of the funds towards ADA.  I do not make the rules.  But we provide a lot more than that.  We don't just say this is all we are going to do because that is what we are required to do.  We provide a lot more service than that.  That is how it is set up.
>>  If we voted to direct staff to find every possible way to divert as much money as possible to help paratransit's in low income as opposed to the people who don't need it do you think we might be able to find something?  
>>  I would definitely have to seek federal transit administrative assistance.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: I think what you're asking is can it be tested?  Is it legal with federal dollars?  
>>  Let me try to help and correct me when I step far from what we can do.  I hear what the Council is saying let's look at every possible option to provide more resources to the transit disadvantaged service.  What I would like to find a way to do is to grow the pie so we don't have to take from one group to provide to the other.  I think I can work with Bobby and Janine and our contractor to try to look at ways of finding resources.  If it is possible to further restrict some of our other services so that the general fund is not further burdened by providing Voltran services.  The other ask I would seek from the Council is to craft some letters to bring back to you state delegation help restore some of our funding to this program.  As Bobby said they have reduced our funding through the F DOT for the transit disadvantaged trips.  That is something I don't know if the state realizes the repercussions we are finding here in Volusia County.  I would like to look at all possible avenues to try to bring resources to the table to meet the needs.  Bobby one clarifying question you have stated a couple of times that we prioritize medical and school trips.  What about work trips for the disabled?  Are they similar to the recreation category?  Or to the mandated category?  
>>  We haven't prioritized those trips but they are obviously available if we have room for them.  
>>  That might be another option is to look at adding the work trips into our priority.  That may be people wanting to go out to restaurants may be more limited.  But we are going to try to grow this pie and try to get the resources distributed to this program to the best that we can.  Mr. Dempsey when we had the big buses running on the west side of course we don't stop people that get on the bus and say can you afford to take a Uber?  Everybody is allowed to ride public transit.  Voltran is funded in part by federal dollars that we are getting through the FTA.  Similarly, we can't screen people for eligibility based on their income.  It would be practically impossible to do that as well.  So it would providing no service except for disabled or continuing to try to provide public transit throughout the community.  We will look at ways to see if other public transit can be scaled back but it will come with the scale back revenue from the federal government.  It may not at the end of the day improve our local funding situation.  That is what we have to take a closer look at.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you.  Councilman Kent?  

>> TROY KENT: I appreciate your honesty.  I felt like you were very honest in your response that it is not going to solve all of it.  Part if that is going to be solved.  You are very cautious with that.  It was a smart move on your part by the way.  It is an honest move on your part.  Two things I have questions about.  I believe this woman when she said she is on the phone for three hours.  I believe this man when he said he was on the phone for one hour and four minutes.  That is an epic failure.  In epic proportions.  It is not okay.  So my question is did you say it was weeks that there was a problem with AT&T?  I can swallow if it was hours like there's a problem with AT&T for hours that we have to get worked out.  But weeks?  Who at the county level was screaming and yelling from the top of every building to add&T saying hey, you are epically failing our community?  Because this is going on for weeks.  That is what it took and someone was not screaming loud enough.  Because for it to go on for weeks that doesn't sit well with me.  I like where Mr. Robins is going over a certain amount of time on the phone, you are either transferred to someone else or you are given an option to leave a message and within X amount of minutes someone is going to call you back.  We have to get that fixed.  Be on the phone for three hours and one hour and four minutes on hold.  The gentleman had a question about 27 years he has used cash or Voltran card that he glowed money on I think.  What is the option?  
>>  He is talking about a past options for fixed route bus.  I know he has been using probably the past option and that is the most economical option available for fixed route bus.  That is not available for paratransit.  It is $3.50 per ride.  It is not going to be available for Voltran ride either.  It is not on the west side either.  That is because it can be too an extent that we cannot handle the number of trips that people will be scheduling.  So we have to limit it to some extent.  Although we are continue to provide a free transfer to the fixed ride bus to Voltran to and from.  It is a cost-effective option and the only thing we can't do the pass because it becomes it could be a problem where they bought a past and not be able to use it enough because they cannot get enough rides.  It is a Catch-22.  Right now passholders use it about 50 times a month.  So that is about a 50% reduction in what they paid for each individual trips.
>>  Our community showed up tonight about this issue.  Because it impacts them hugely with their everyday life.  You are exactly right as far as talking to our legislative delegation.  Because I had a conversation with a representative, he said to me about this issue let us know at the state level what you need because we can help.  I take that stuff seriously because he is a man of his word.  We need to let them know in the Volusia delegation there are consequences to cutting funding and this is what it looks like.  We all know in a society you take care of your youngest most vulnerable children, you take care of your oldest most vulnerable citizens and you certainly take care of your disabled in your community.  I am confident this can get better but it has to.  Thank you.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Councilman Johansson?  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: Thank you Bobby for all of your help today.  I think at the end of the day a couple of people have said it and we need to make sure there are no gaps.  I know right now you have a gap between 79 and over 100 requests.  We have to figure out how to manage that gap correctly.  My question is do we have, are there other people performing services and nonprofit?  Who else is out there?  Do we have churches that do stuff like that?  
>>  There are a few organizations that work with the state of Florida and to get funding from the state to help provide trips for certain individuals that have disabilities or disabled children.  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: Is there some Association group that brings these people together and discusses?  During any hurricane or any catastrophe is if you do not come to the AOC it is a fragmented effort to get the right thing to the right people at the right time.  Here we have a bunch of organizations that are trying to meet the needs and you might have 79 trips and the Council on aging might have 20 trips.  Sunrise might have a bus that have 10 trips arc might have a bus but I don't know.  We are up here thinking that we have this huge gap but I don't know if we do and that is to mention the people from the schools who are willing to help the parents.  I am not saying it is not a problem I am saying can we coordinate it somehow?  Maybe county has to be the coordinator.  Having put up for bid I don't want something to be done in the government but do we need that?  Can we get there?  Your thoughts?  
>>  We are the coordinator for Volusia County.  We work with all of those organization.  We get the funding from FDOT but we will make sure they have insurance requirements and working with FDOT properly.  When they do get the funding directly from FDOT.  We do have a certain level of requirements that we do for those you mentioned.  And the center for the visually impaired they all have a certain number but they are never enough.  They do fall into our hands to help supplement those trips.  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: Got it, thank you.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I see you are up Mr. chair but I want to call the question after your comments.  I think she has the picture of what we have to accomplish here.  I would like to get us to a vote.  We sent the message already.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Do you have any idea or the staff have any idea if the West Volusia has any money for transportation for disadvantaged?  Can we find that out?  Because they have a pot of money.  They have $5 million or whatever it is.  I was going to ask since Deputy County manager brought it up.  Would you recommend to us you do not have to do it right now but how you said sending a letter to the state to tell us how much money we need to ask for and let's also look at money that we recently withheld and if we have any money we can put into this for people that are trying to get to work and to the doctor.  
>>  Any money we have offered as savings for these service changes that they would be top priority for paratransit service.  That is always our goal is to accept paratransit budget.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you all for coming out every one of you that spoke.  I think we all understand it a little better now.  We will continue to make improvements.  We have item number four and a motion and a second to approve as written.  Is there any other discussion?  
>>  I am going to be a no vote on this.  If we can direct staff to give us a presentation as to why we cannot back off of some of the subsidize Voltran rides for people who do not need it.  And transfer that to the people who do need it.  I am not convinced that we can't do it not at this point.  I would like to give staff and legal chance to research and make a presentation of why we can't do what I suggested.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Let's add that to what I just asked Deputy County manager to bring back at the next meeting how much money do we need and can we do will you want to do?  We can always keep improving this.  All in favor of approving item number four please say, aye.
>>  Aye.
>>  Any opposed?  The boat is 5/1.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: The next four items is technical procedures stuff that we do pretty much handle without any real issues.  I think the majority of the people here are here for item number eight.  Item 9, sorry.  I am trying to help.  I am from the government I am here to help.  [LAUGHTER] 

>> CHAIR BROWER: Just to five because it has to go with four.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: We can vote on the next one and I will motion to bring up the next item number nine.  [APPLAUSE] 
>>  This should be very quick.  Item 5 represents to add micro transit service.  It has been in our budget since the beginning of the year for the service.  This service changes are what we talked about helps make that come to life.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Motion to approve?  Jake Johansson makes the second.  All in favor say aye.
>>  Aye.
>>  Any opposed?  That passes 6/0.  Thank you very much.  

>> DAVID SANTIAGO: I move that we adjust our agenda to take up item number nine next.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Okay.  We have a motion on the table to move to item number nine and then we will go back to item 6 and finished a schedule to probably an empty house.  Is there a second on that motion?  Any questions or discussion?  All in favor say aye.
>>  Aye.

>> CHAIR BROWER: We will proceed to item number nine.  
>>  Can you clarify who the second was?  

>> CHAIR BROWER: I'm trying to give everyone a second.  Carissa do you have the video?  Let me lay out the scenario of what we're going to do.  By way of introduction of this item, I have a brief video.  I will tell you why I brought this item up.  I will see if the Council has any questions.  Before we debate it, we are going to hear from you.  We will hear from you first because there's a few of you that want to speak.  I appreciate you sitting through this meeting that is pretty short for a County Council meeting.  You can roll the video at any time.  
>>  We are growing quickly and keep in mind we are going to become an institution get the power and the confidence to stand up and let their voice be heard.  I started this organization when I was 18 years old.  I decided not to go to college.  I had an idea to galvanize and eliminate police motivate the youths of a core set of ideas.  Not just politician and the ideas -- [INDISCERNIBLE].  I think that is something that can win.  We as Christians are called to go into the public arena to correct error with truth.  So I go to college campuses and there's a lot of error.  I am far more interested in what God wants of me then what I want from God.
>>  I can say this without getting emotional that I am proud of my husband and I know you are too.  You have worked so hard and I know a lot of you have seen obviously what he does on campus and on social media.  
>>  We will have order in the house or we will have to clear the house.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: We have everybody here that would like to speak.  We will have order in the house.  That is the reason I brought this Florida-- forward.  
>>  You are here is a grassroots response to the top-down revolution happening in this country.  I want a turning point USA students to receive a round of applause.  These are the freedom fighters of America.  
>>  The media said the turning point could never run a ground game that they were not experience.  They did not know Charlie.
>>  This is the greatest generational realignment since one stop.  This is the most conservative generation we have seen.  Well over 50 years and the numbers show it.  When young people especially are screaming at is they say give me a structure that I can live my life by.  Especially with young men.  More challenging of them.  We are saying I am not going to talk down to you.  Stop being a boy and become a man.  You want to learn what that means come to church and I will tell you what it means to become a man.  We have the greatest story ever told.  What can I do to save the country?  You answer the question every single day.  Because you are doing the work to save this beautiful Republic.  You are doing something that is bigger than you.  
>>  If everything completely goes away how do you want to be remembered?  
>>  I want to be remembered for courage for my faith.  That would be the most important thing is my faith.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Order in the house.  I don't know if anybody wants to listen to me or not.  I am want to tell you why are bought this up.  -- Brought this up.  You demonstrated why I brought this up here.  Charlie Kirk promoted three big ideas.  He just tried to say it.  One is that America is the greatest country in the history of the world.  The second one was that the Constitution was the greatest political document ever written and the third one was that free enterprise and capitalism was the best economic system to raise people out of poverty.  Who would've thought that those would be controversial issues?  The fact is as we see from elections around the country very recently those things the principles that are foundational to the American Republic are now questioned and are now controversial.  What just happened here is the best demonstration of what I was hoping to accomplish.  That is that when we can't stop and talk to one another without hatred and without anger towards one another because we disagree some of you are constantly telling me that I have to be open-minded and fair to everybody else.  I listened to everybody else.  I am willing to listen to ideas.  We stopped at and when we actually murder somebody and public because we disagree with the fact that he serves Jesus Christ or love America means that we are in a very, very dangerous place.  Our children will not be safe in America is a different country than what our Founders gave us.  I am going to ask you one more time because the Council is asking me we can either have order in the room or we can clear the room?  I want to hear what you have to say.  I want to hear what the public has to say and I want to hear from my colleagues.  And you do not know what I am asking yet.  I asked for this because it is important that we be able to talk to one another as our neighbors, as our fellow citizens.  Yes, Charlie Kirk had a deep faith in Jesus Christ.  He should be able to say that and not be murdered for it.  I am not promoting religion in your life.  I do not have to do that.  God is in control of it.  After the death of Charlie Kirk he has done a good job.  I do not want the government involved in religion.  I don't want the government involved in telling us where to worship, who to worship or how to worship.  That is not why I'm here.  I want anyone of us to be able to express our beliefs on the street corner without fear of being murdered.  I want my kids to be able to do that without fear of being beat up or confronted with hatred and anger.  We are in a bad place if that is what we have come to.  What I am hoping for with this memorial and I am going to tell you in a minute what I'm going to suggest.  What I am hoping for with this memorial is that it will remind us of the necessity to treat each other civilly and to be able to talk with one another.  We need reminders.  That is why people go to church.  That is why people that is why we build memorials all over this country to remind us of history.  You do not have to like the history but we need those reminders of how we got here and who we are.  Charlie Kirk advocated the most foundational principles of a free Republic.  And that is why we need that reminder.  Here is what I am going to ask the council to do and then we are going to hear from you.  I have put two rows on this item.  I want to mention him because he's an important local person.  I don't think anybody opposed that.  Charlie Kirk was an outstanding citizen.  In 2017 he was memorialized.  What I am suggesting doesn't touch that and does not alter it in any way.  It is a completely different section of Baytown Road.  There's County Road three which is in my neighborhood.  It is in De Leon Springs.  You are going to have to let the Council talk or you are going to have to go somewhere else.  Lastly, this is not on the agenda, I asked staff and I don't know if it is possible.  This came from a member of the public today.  I thought it was a brilliant idea.  We have an ample theater in Deltona and the purpose of the ample theater is for public debate for music and various things.  The idea was to name that ample theater.  I am going to call for order one more time.  Please stop pointing.  The third option that the Council could ask staff to act on was to tell us is it possible and how would we name the ample theater to the Charlie Kirk Memorial ample theater and use it for public debate.  Those are the three things I am putting before the Council this morning.  I just want to end with this.  We also right now what division can do.  These American core principles should not be divisive.  It should remind us that we are standing in the face of danger when we can't even talk to each other about things that we might disagree on.  We have to be able to disagree and hear one another without hatred and contempt for one another.  If we don't America is going to be a very different place than what it is now.  This that I am proposing, I want to be a reminder that we need to love more, forgive with ease and accept one another for where we are.  Just like I always hear the public.  Except one another and I am asking you to do the same thing.  Counsel those are the three options and I don't know if you have questions for staff, questions for me before we go to the public?  What is your pleasure?  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: You correlated with staff, did you do coordination with the outside organizations, entities before making a recommendation on Midtown Road in the ample theater?  
>>  I sent the staff a letter today about the ample theater and I didn't have much time to do.  I asked him several weeks ago when we talked about this.  If they can recommend a road when I brought it up to the Council, I invited all of you to recommend a road.  I recommended Beach Street which I withdrew at the request of the story of the historical board I want to change the name of the road.  This doesn't change the name of the road he just put signs as a remote -- Memorial.  Midtown Road and County Road three the staff recommended as options as county roads.  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: Did you get the correspondence by any chance?  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Did I get an email?  Yes.  

>> JAKE JOHANSSON: That is just my question.  You got the stuff from Beach St., Road.  Thanks, that is all I have.  
>>  I believe when this originally came up County manager and staff, I recollect that we ask for a list of possible locations.  Do we have a list or do we have what has been thrown out there?  I do not want to keep on pushing this around because it is making a life of its own.  There is no other county roads or location?  
>>  County Road three does not have a name.  It is a rural area.  We have a map.  
>>  It is west of 17.  
>>  And runs from Berks Park Road and it actually goes further.  
>>  I have no other questions, thanks.  

>> CHAIR BROWER: When I call your name please come to the podium.  The podium goes up and down and make sure there is a microphone by your mouth and you have up to three minutes to tell us what you want us to hear.  We will listen to you.  
>>  Thank you.  Gentlemen a lot of people believe that Charlie Kirk was a good man.  But he was not a saint.  Many people believe that his assassination was programmed by some.  It was an individual attack against Charlie's personal spiritual beliefs.  It was not an attack on Christianity.  Some people look at his theology and they see acceptance.  What I see is that his theology is one small state practice among many Christian faith practices.  If it represented all of them then we wouldn't have Episcopalians and Methodists.  We wouldn't have Orthodox Christians we would only have Charlie Kirk Christians.  But that is not the way it is.  His organization demands Bibles in every classroom.  To the exclusion of all other sacred writings.  Jesus never would have bought into that.  Jesus preached inclusion not exclusion.  He never forced his followers to listen to a given program.  He always gave his followers and informed choice.  And he expected them to make their own decision.  Charlie Kirks influence is not at this level.  It is not at the level of a Martin Luther King or in other Christian leader.  His rhetoric is not at the level of a Kennedy or Roosevelt or even a Carter.  Or even a Trump.  His rhetoric has not had an opportunity to be proven yet.  It is one dimension of a whole.  It is not the only dimension.  Let's give Charlie Kirks organization and his theology an opportunity to prove whether in fact it stands for and can move us towards unity.  What is the rush?  Why can't we give it time to prove itself?  To let people even know what his theology is because remember if you're honest with yourselves you know that most people had never even heard of Charlie Kirk.  [APPLAUSE] 
So the question is, why rush?  What are you afraid of?  Are you afraid that in a few years we won't remember him?  

>> CHAIR BROWER: Thank you your time is up.  [APPLAUSE] 
We are going to be here till midnight if there is that much of applause between each speaker.  Can we have orders the next person can speak?  If you would just be respectful.  
>>  Good evening councilmembers.  I am here to speak in strong support of dedicating a road in.[INDISCERNIBLE] Charlie Kirk.  What happened to Charlie was not just an attack on one man, it was the attack on free speech, open dialogue and on the right of every citizen to express their beliefs without fear.  I am afraid right now actually.  The day he was killed millions of Americans who share those values and there are millions out there.  They felt that wound and they felt the bullet.  For many conservatives including myself this was the first moment when the danger felt very real and personal.  And I want to be absolutely clear about this this dedication is more meaningful than just honoring a man.  It is about honoring the values that he stood for, values that are not partisan or foundational.  Values like faith, freedom, and love for this country.  These are the values families here in Volusia live by every single day.  These are the same values that shape our country.  The growing hostility towards conservatives is part of a broader and deeply troubling national trend.  The atmosphere has become so polarized that simply expressing Americans principles is met with outrage, name-calling, threats and even violence.  Some have tried to distort who Charlie Kirk was, twisting his words calling him hateful names on the estimating influence among young people and even going as low as celebrating his murder.  But the truth is undeniable.  Charlie Kirk paid the ultimate price because he spoke openly about his conservative beliefs in a time when doing so has become dangerous.

Sending a clear message that political violence has no place here.
It tells the people of this county that we honor courage, we defend free speech and we will not be intimidated out of our convictions.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Kayla Owen.

>> Good afternoon counsel my name is Kayla and for safety purposes I'm just going to say I am from Volusia County.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today.
I'm speaking on behalf of myself as well as TP USA and travel and faith of Port Orange and of Daytona college.
I'm here to express my support for dedicating this road and honor of Charlie Kirk.
I understand some concerns have been raised about him not having any physical ties to Volusia County and I would like to speak directly and respectfully to that.
While Charlie may not have lived here his impact did.
Over the past several years he has influenced an entire generation of young people right here in Volusia County to become more involved in civic life.
In a time when youth disengagement was a growing challenge nationwide had sparked interest where many had trouble to do so.
Local students you have watched content, attended his event and spoke openly about voting, policy faith and responsibility.
Conversations between many older generations versus young adults.
He brought political engagement, patriotism and religious values back into the spotlight where thousands of young people including many across our own community.
The truth is, influence isn't limited in city limits.
Sometimes the people who shape our communities the most are the ones who lived here but the ones that inspired those who do.
This dedication isn't just about honoring a man, it's about honoring what he inspired.
He inspired more young voters showing up to the polls.
More youth invested in the future of our county, state and nation.
More conversations about faith, values, personal responsibilities and more youth are stepping up as leaders and spectators.
In a world where it is increasingly difficult to get young people and engage positively, we should recognize those who have succeeded in doing so whether they grew up here or not.
A dedication is a symbolic gesture and it is an important one.
It sends the message that Volusia County values critical engagement, youth participation and people who encourage the next generation to step forward.
Charlie Kirk helped save the mindset and involvement of countless young people right here.
The reach touched Volusia County and influence is woven into the many lots of families who call this place home.
I urge the Council to look not only where a person has lived but where their impact has lived and in this case that is right here in Volusia County.
Thank you for your time and consideration for this dedication.

>> Thank you very much for your comments.
Greg followed by Donna.

>> Good evening counsel, this is my third time appearing.
Talking about the renaming of the highway or memorial.
But everything has been said by the first.
But what I would like to say is I watched the whole live memorial service of Charlie Kirk.
And what disturbed me most, what was said by the president and by his confidant Stephen.
That was scary.
What he said was against – very negative.
Approach.
I was going to look for the quotes but I don't have it.
But you can look it up.
What the president says, I don't forgive my enemies.
He said that.
I don't forgive my enemies.
Like Erica Kirk did by the person who assassinated her husband.
What I don't understand is what's the rush, the rush to rename something in memory of the person who has only been gone for 1/2, three months.
Where years and decades for Martin Luther King to be named or get a holiday.
Or whatever.
Or Robert Kennedy was supposed to be my next president.
I met him.
Shook his hand.
Then he was gone.
What I'm saying is, what's the rush to rename something after a person who we really don't know, we don't know him.
Something might come up later.
I was going to read some racist things here that he said but he didn't live long enough to maybe retract some of those things.
Maybe my – I don't want to jump the gun and say he actually believes those.
He didn't even have a chance to retract.
Some of them were blocks, or according to him lived about in the 1940s than they do now.
Before they even had the right to vote.
Before they even had the opportunity to participate in our democracy and economy.
Or maternity leave is socialism.
It is a government mandated paid vacation for having sex.
The control makes women unattractive and crazy.
What I'm saying is, he said those things.
He implied those things but he didn't have time to retract them.
Maybe there was something in his life that might come out later that we don't know.
We are not going to be improving.

>> Are you vertically challenged?
In a good way.

>> Yes I am.
I have to say that I do believe your moment is good in doing this.
We've often disagreed on many things. I think we both have integrity and I have felt that you do have integrity that comes from a good place.
I don't want to see this highway named.
I did not know who he was until he was – then I researched his killer Tyler James Robinson.
One of the things that Charlie Kirk said is I can't stand the word empathy.
To me, Jesus is empathy.
And he said that.
Everything that I said he said, I've looked it up many times.
On the news I heard he stood for gun rights Christian nationalism.
He said that.
He felt women should be in the home and not competing for men's jobs.
But what really clenched me was when I saw him on thought, crime, panel discussion.
I was horrified.
He stated that he thought execution should be on TV.
He stated this.
I watched this.
He mentioned someone who you would love to see executed.
And then, the three men discussed, what age should children be allowed to watch these executions?
And would Coca-Cola be responsive?
One said 12 years old, once at 15 years old.
It was a discussion whether it should be, it was a discussion on when.
He thought this would be a deterrent to crime.
For me I am very empathetic.
If I turned on the TV and saw an execution, that would traumatize me.
So, right there I realize he and I don't see each other. Although, I know he did want freedom of discussion.
And there were some things that I understand why you would want to have the highway named.
His dissension about black people and about – I only have 30 to seconds left.
I feel that he spreads hate in many ways because of his own debt.
Because the man that – fell in love with.
Came from a house that voted for Trump and advocated guns.
But the man he fell in love with was transitioning to – and he felt like many – and people that are into guns.
He felt, I'm going to defend the person I love.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> It's really clear to me, I just got wind of this last night.
It doesn't surprise me, and it does surprise me, it doesn't surprise me because I know a lot of people really like that.
Just like a couple of people have said already.
I'm a humanitarian.
On race.
If I see a black pilot I am going to be like a boy, I hope he is qualified.
He said that.
If you are a WNBA pot smoking black lesbian, do you get better treatment than the United States Marines?
He said that.
Happening all the time in urban America.
Prowling blocks go around for fun.
They get to target white people.
That's a fact.
It's happening more and more.
He said that.
Just the list is longer than I can say here today and read to you.
If we would have stead that joy and Michelle Obama and Jackson Lee were affirmative action pics, we would have been called racist.
Now they are coming out and they are saying you do not have the brain processing power to otherwise be taken really seriously.
You had to go steal a white person's slot to be taken somewhat seriously and I can read until tomorrow.
It does surprise me.
I know you must have a lot in common to think that he and anyway like the lady said, he is no Martin Luther King and I can mention a million people because I've traveled the world.
If you're going to name something they would be far more worthy.
But let me say something about the road out there. In my almost 80 years my grandfather was a minister in that little town over that road.
We can even go.
Now I talk with people today.
That live on that road.
They know about Charlie Kirk.
They know it ain't no law law law story.
In the road in front of their house when they have been there for 150 years.
They represent somebody that sounds like this about us.
And I can go on and on.
You want me to continue to read.
I can go on and on.
I don't want religion.
That's dangerous.
That's dangerous.
Everybody has the right to be spiritual in their own way.
But you know, I know that road out there is near you.
County Road three.
That would be a better choice.
[APPLAUSE] [CHEERING] 

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Sylvia.

>> First of all I do not consent to – of the court, thank you.
All right, good evening council members.
My name is Sylvia Strother.
Retired United States Army.
And I'm here today as a concerned resident of Volusia County who worked hard to value the steps toward inclusivity and unity in our community.
I strongly oppose renaming any portion of a public street in honor of Charlie Kirk.
Naming a public road or any kind of signage is not just symbolic.
It is not just a symbolic act it is an endorsement of the values and legacy of the individual being honored.
Mr. Kirk public record quotes rhetoric have been deeply divisive and inconsistent with the values, respect, equality and community that Volusia County should strive to uphold.
The public space should bring people together that drive them apart.
Rosa Parks should reflect the best of where we are and the individuals who have through service, compassion and unity.
There are countless residents, educators, first responders, military veterans, volunteers who have made a real positive impact in Volusia County.
Those are the people we should be honoring.
Internet influencer he was an Internet influencer.
He was not a politician.
He was not an elected official.
Particularly one known for inflammatory and exclusionary statements.
We are seeing the wrong message about who we are as a community.
I urge the Council to reject this proposal and to instead consider ways we can honor those who truly make Volusia County strong.
Those who bring us together rather than divide us.
I would also like to add, I am not an old person.
But I am the first person in my family, let me rephrase that.
I said that wrong.
My children are the first generation in our family born with full American rights. I had to go to segregated schools.
Sir, thank you for your time, all of you.

>> Fred, are you still here?
It's all right.

>> The day when they clap for me is the date we have to start looking at the heavens.

>> Blanked out for a second.
I want to talk about some truths.
Charlie Kirk was murdered, that's true.
25 people a year are murdered here in Volusia County on average.
It is hard to get the real numbers.
31 last year I looked.
Do you honor them?
Do we put roads off of them?
Was Charlie Kirk murdered in Volusia County?
No, he was not.
There are many examples of cherry picking in your video.
Yes, he said good things.
He also said bad things.
If you only look at the good things you are not getting the whole man.
He said things which can easily be justification from racism, misogyny and many of the others.
This is not a person that we want to honor unless you're already honoring all of those who died in this county doing good things.
Why is he more special than the chairman when you eventually – okay, 40, 50, 60 years from now.
Many people after they have done good things for the county.
Charlie Kirk didn't.
Charlie Kirk was not that she was a very divisive individual.
Half of the people in this room.
This country is more and more divisive.
We need to find people that are pulling people together.
Not people that are ripping us apart.
On both sides.
I mean, when I go on Facebook probably this may have something to do with my friends.
When people go to name-calling it's usually not always coming from the right.
Coming from the left there are some sneakier ways of looking down at people.
We need to stop the divisiveness and put someone up there.
Who had one specific way of looking at things and he made a living by basically convincing young people that they were wrong is not a way to keep us together.
Just adding the divisiveness of what we are doing.
We need to find the people that are trying to build those bridges and right now in this country, that is going to be hard to find so to find people that are trying to build those bridges, and honor them.
Don't honor it yet, one more person is trying to rip us apart.
I'll be back.

>> Karen Hall.
Karen Hall and you will be followed by Melissa Thorne.
Is Karen Hall still in the room?
Melissa Thorne.
Are you Karen?
Melissa Thorne.

>> Good evening counsel.
My name is Melissa Thorne.
I am speaking in support of honoring the life in Volusia County and Charlie Kirk although Volusia County is late to the punch honoring Kirk's life in Volusia.
To honor him because he was a moral man is the right thing to do.
Florida is Artie leading the way in this memorial effort as Lake County was the first in the nation in early October to name a Collier County late October and has named a section – road and Charlie Kurtz honor commissioners follow that effort up and named October 14 of Charlie Kirk member and stay as did resident Donald J Trump signing a proclamation of the honor to the nation.
Lee County remains in Kirk's honor in Manatee, St. Lucie and Miami-Dade are all following similar initiatives.
Why is it that Volusia doesn't have the state of the nation?
Why is Volusia County the follower and not the leader in Florida?
The youth of America and within the political realm.
He was a true walk the line American and true Christian who lived each day for his faith and as a disciple of Christ he spoke of his faith daily in hopes to soften hearts.
Charlie exemplified the meaning of free speech and encouraged free dialogue with those of us opposing views regardless of the verbal attacks.
He never lost hopes and even to this day he is looking down on encouraging us.
He did this so he could lift the divide created between political sides.
Each side speaks and communicates with one another civilly.
He tried to find common ground.
He tried to sway and provide facts and shared his faith.
Revival is happening in this nation because of Charlie Kirk.
He was and is a hero and should be honored as such.
I am in support of County three Road being renamed and Charlie Kurtz honor.
I pray that you will be in favor of this initiative as well.
Thank you and God bless.

>> Velvety Samuel.

>> And you will be followed by Robin King.

>> Gentlemen, I am deeply honored to be here today.
This is not public speaking.
I come here today as a concerned citizen of Volusia County.
Volusia County is a community that is attempting to peaceably coexist in unity as we grow together.
I'm disappointed to see that an attempt to honor someone not from our community is causing division.
Quite frankly it is hurtful.
There are veterans.
And many other individuals within our community that have done great things and are doing great things and I think they should be considered.
In selecting a name and someone to honor, please consider backgrounds, morals and impact to the community that history will go through.
In this case it is going through a historical African-American community.
I'm not going to order the ugliness.
I've read, I've heard, I've studied.
Because some may be true and some may not be true.
I too am a Christian and I have flaws.
I ask of you today to please consider those of us who feel like me who find it really hurtful and insensitive to even have it considered.
Thank you.

>> Cannot just make it, if I may?
I know it's normally not critical. I just want to ask if it's okay as the speakers come up. The chairman proposed three different locations.
I just wanted to see if people could give us the dog in the three locations.
One you don't like, none you don't like.
I'm trying to help you here.
Okay, I am just trying to get more information out of you.
Okay.
Click sorry about the inappropriate interruption.

>> My name is Robin King, thank you for allowing us to be here and to speak tonight.
I live in Daytona Beach.
Some of you I used to work with in my previous role. I also believe that when you are a leader you listen to the people so I appreciate that we had this opportunity.
The demographics in Volusia County.
This is a reminder.
That black makeup is 10.3%.
Hispanic makeup 16.7%.
Make up about 9%.
Women make up 51%.
The LGBT Q community makes up 5%.
Descendents of immigrants, this 99 point to present.
Mr. Kirk spoke out against all of these groups.
The video was very selective.
I didn't know who he was before he was assassinated.
And I researched and was really quite saddened by what I saw.
To recognize Kirk for his dedication to civic engagement and free speech is memorializing the violent and hateful things he said under the veil of free speech.
I've heard this counsel say that to maintain decorum here that free speech is not allowed to be disrespectful.
Even in the beginning of this meeting today it was asked that we all be respectful.
Kirk's point of view for free speech was inconsistent, prioritizing free speech for himself and others who uttered the same points of view, he sought to suppress the speech of those that he considered to be outsiders.
Daytona State College is already naming one of the Daytona Beach campus streets after Kirk.
We do not need the County to heap more praise on this man.
I was raised in a Christian home.
I was raised with the core value that you were never ever better than anyone else.
And the second that you think you're better is when you are less than.
So my ask of you is to listen to the office.
Not listening tells us that you think we are better than we are.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> Good evening, ladies and gentlemen that are before me.
My name is Myrna Boaz.
I have a Masters in education and also hold a bachelor's degree in criminal justice.
I'm a former federal agent serving our country in the U.S. border patrol and have educated more than one generation and how to go to be the change in our communities.
And I retired here as you can see it with my beautiful service dog as a disabled former federal agent and educator much like your yourself Mr. Kent was also a assistant principal much like yourself Mr. Robbins I was on the thin blue line and much like many of us I also served in legal capacities as a paralegal.
Please forgive me Mr. Recktenwald I cannot see well without these glasses on or off.
However I am here today because I did reach out to you chair Brower regarding this exact issue a month ago.
And I asked you exactly if you had any questions.
I asked, does this mean that you do not want women in positions equal to your own?
Because I asked you directly if you agreed with Mr. Kirk's statements.
I asked you, do you dislike Doctor MLK and all our civil rights inclusive of our amendments?

>> I am a constitutionalist by the way.

>> And the amendments and Supreme Court laws.
Are you in support of forcing Christianity in a Christian led nation in violation of our country's goal to keep church and state separate.
And have you succumb to white supremacist mission, vision and goals set forth by project 2025 and to my horror Mr. Brower you thumbs up.
I'm going to tell you all right now.
Every single person here I've emailed you a video from those text messages and that transcript and I'll be more than happy to share that with you directly and to the media as well.
Because it is appalling that my family has served this country for five generations, that my father served the Hispanic Association because there is no room for Hispanics in it.
That my husband's family has been in this country for 500 years.
500 years longer than almost everybody.
That he sacrificed his spine twice for this country.
We have to see this upfront on a road that we travel regularly on with our big big motorcycles.
Because we are entitled to be on that road.
And an entitlement comes because we served, because we fought and because we are doing the right thing by our people and constituents.
What I ask is for all of you to please do the same.
Because Mr. Santiago, you will not be sitting up there if it's not for Doctor MLK.
Because you would not be sitting up there without DI and civil rights because every single person in this community who is not a white Christian male would not have a voice in this room were it not for all that.
I think you and have a great evening.
Please vote against this.
Power honor first always.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Bishop Larry shavers.
Is Bishop Larry still here?
Bishop Larry.

>> Greetings to the Council.

>> Excuse me, County Counsel.
You do?
You do?
Danny Robinson, Jake Johnson.
I don't even know you.
I pastor in Alstyne.
530 St. Mary Street.
And we don't even know why the representative is out.
We found out a few days ago the proposal was to rename the road to Charlie Kirk.
I'm saying, we found out.
I'm not saying how long it was out.
It was out in the newspaper you don't take the newspaper?
We had to take the newspaper in order to find stuff we have representation in the County Counsel or that we voted in to help us that nobody tells us anything.
My point is this, Charlie Kirk, they used the term assassinated.
Assassinate is a terrible thing.
I think that's a terrible thing to be assassinated for anybody.
On that road, that is a blood road already.
There were two gentlemen, black men that were hanging on that road.
So what is the difference between getting shot with a bullet and getting hung or ran over with a car?
It's assassinated.
The thing that I'm saying is sometimes we get reprisals. It's an attack to our integrity to tell us or to impose on us what we should like and not like.
We don't like anybody to use those uppity ends.
I was in this counsel when a white gentleman said those uppity ends and I don't use the word.
That's why I'm using the – of it.
And nobody, you guys didn't even reprimand nor did you put him out of the County Counsel.
I was here.
I was here, I heard that.
And Mr. Kirk said that Martin Luther King and what he did, the movement was a mistake.
It didn't mean a thing.
And I think that is such a tragedy.
I'm old enough where I've seen black and white waterfronts.
I'm old enough where I went to a all-black school and then was uptown and we were not appreciated at all.
I'm old enough to know that on those campuses, those young impressionable minds, some of them in the different organizations get drunk and take drugs and anybody can tell them anyway, that is some of that rhetoric he was doing.
He is preaching foolishness in them.
One inclusive world, white.
That's what's being preached, you know what I mean?
Just like the County Counsel said, we have to be respectful but sometimes we are seeing stuff and we won't accept it but we are not able to say anything.

>> Thank you, thank you for your comments.
And you will be followed by.

>> I guess there is no question that we are divided.
Sometimes I feel like I'm the only one trying to find the middle ground.
But I'm happy to have heard from some people this evening who are also trying to find a middle ground.
And I don't want to discuss whether the person we are talking about has contributed to that division because I think other people have said that.
So I'm not going to talk about who but I want to talk about the wear.
The Florida scenic byways are a special and important stretch of road that promote economic benefits, raise awareness and protect resources along the route.
Attracting visitors and residents and making everyone and, honey I mean everyone feel welcome included.
Scenic Highway volunteers donate their time generously and their effort because they provide a sustainable balance between conservation and land use.
Byways purpose is to protect, preserve and protect our resources, cultural, historic, recreational and to promote tourism and economic development.
And to enhance residence and again I mean all residents.
Quality of life and community pride.
And to educate residents in the traveling public by telling the stories about the value of Florida's history these are all good things that bring value to Volusia County and they bring it without costing the county a cent the volunteer for the Lake Heritage corridor.
National scenic byway I worked hard.
To illustrate the local character and create a welcoming – a welcoming byway from everyone.
I would like to see sections commemorating people who either played a role in the history or made contributions to the area.
Memorializing a person with no ties or contributions to the area takes away the opportunity to honor local heroes who deserve recognition.
And contributions to the area who highlight the local character and strengthen community bonds.
And contribute to the areas and quality of life making it a place where all residents feel welcome.

>> Mr. German if I may want to make a motion.

>> Mr. German, I move that we table item number nine indefinitely and direct staff for future designation decisions to come up with a policy that the county council will memorialize roads for residents of Volusia County in the future.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> Did everyone in the Council hear the motion?

>> Motion on the floor is to table this and definitely have the staff bring back with a policy for memorializing roads only with Volusia County residents.

>> Yes Mr. German, if I can help get the second to my colleagues, it is clear that this is a divisive issue for our community.
And I feel that the best path going forward would be to have a clear policy that we would debate and make a decision on in the future.

>> I will have a second discussion about Johansson.

>> Okay, the motion was made by David Santiago and the second was made by Jake Johansson.
Danny Robbins.

>> My only concern with that, I hear the concerns of everybody here and I'm trying to process all of this but what happens what if we do with our time – what happens if we do have a president or another MLK?
Rented none of these people can be replaced but, people of that status, do we want to limit us?
Because some of these folks are berries – I'm not saying Mr. Kirk wasn't but, everybody, I give you all the respect when you are talking.
Please allow me to do the same.
I'm trying to make the best decision for everybody here so please respect that and I will respect you.
Thank you.
But, I don't know if cutting it short, you know.
Like we talked about, the deputy that we just dedicated you know.
We have a community.
I understand this but I think there's a way to possibly navigate this.
That we do represent so close to 600,000 people total and their voices matter as well.
So, that is where I met David.

>> Councilman Johansson.

>> Were you going to amend?
Because that is the conversation I'm going to have.

>> Can I respond to him?
And we will see where it goes?

>> You know Danny I thought about that before I made the motion long and hard.
And I think the example that you gave the President or Senator or someone of that magnitude governor I think is certainly something the legislature can take on or federal.
That is something that they can address.
They do designations all the time.
Designations.
I have my opinions of Charlie Kirk but I don't think it's going to help the conversation memorializing something should be something of unity and it's clear we don't have that.
I'm not pointing to anyone.
But it's clear that we don't have that.
It shouldn't be a contentious thing to memorialize.
Regardless of what side you're on.
And it should be what we are there for.
And I don't think it's fair to put Volusia County through that right now.
And, I do like the idea of letting County Counsel recognize County figures.
Probably a good basis to have anyway.
Letting the legislatures deal with more national or statewide figures.
I think it is just the clean position but we are not there and again I have my opinions.
It's not going to make a difference here but I don't think it's healthy where we are at right now to continue.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> Yes sir.
I was leaning toward maybe opening up but not limiting it to County.
Not because I have an idea.
I don't know what I don't know but I do think policy and a procedure that staff can bring back is important.
I believe that a lot of this wouldn't have happened if we did a little more coordination with the folks that it's going to impact the most and so maybe I will leave it to George and Suzanne we approve of this or disapprove of them and then they go out.
What if somebody from the University as something great helps Volusia County stop flooding tomorrow and we screw up right?
So, those are my thoughts.

>> Jake I think that would be good dialogue when we do get the policy back or suggestion.
I'm not close minded to looking at other pathways.
I just think I'm sitting here.
We are not there today.
But I personally like the Volusia County resident. We can debate that later on.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.

>> Do I still get to talk?
I mean you've taken –.

>> You've taken my 30 minutes.
Meeting this change as I understand that.
If you take a vote, that's fine.
Any other question or debate on this Councilman Kent.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Thank you Chairman.
I think the way you made that motion is a little bit dangerous and I will tell you why.
Doctor Martin Luther King has over 900 streets in America named after him.
And if every community made the decision with the motion that you just made, I don't know all of the areas where Doctor Martin Luther King lived in his short time on this earth before.
He was tragically assassinated.
Maybe 10 streets would be able to do so, I wanted to – a dangerous precedent to set to try to calm down the people that were in front of us right now.
I'm not for about. I'm okay listening to everybody that filled out a card and listening to what they had to say before I made my decision.
Thanks.
Quick summary people after George Washington, how many people left?

>> I'm sorry.
What I'd said is I agree with Mr. Kent and his reasoning.
I think it's just too dangerous to just be restricted to just Volusia County.
I understand there's a lot of debate over this particular person but I mean, how many places were named after George Washington?
How many people were named after Francis Marion?
There's a lot of places on – and I just don't want to restrict us to just Volusia County residents.
A lot of dedications.
So, that's all.

>> Councilman Santiago.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO, DISTRICT 5: Folks, I know these guys really well and I think their heart is in the right place.
Let me just say that.
I think we can land this thing.
I think it's clear to say at least for my opinion I'm done on this particular topic.
There's no convincing me that we should move forward with this.
If I were to amend my motion right?
Marceau directed staff to propose options for us to create a road designation program with parameters that we will debate in the future and hear input and make that policy at that time.
I will make the amendment.
I think that's what's going to need it to get the votes for this today I hope.
So, Mr. Chairman, I will amend my motion to withdraw that language and add the language to direct staff to set up a meeting to create a policy agenda item with options for road designations, creations for the County of Volusia.

>> Amended.
When's everybody understand the motion on the table?
Are there any other questions on it or debate?
I will tell you I appreciate what you are doing.
I think it is a good idea to have a policy.
I probably just because I think we need – on what's already proposed tonight.
Michael –.

>> Yes sir.
I think you are in the process of doing this anyway but we would just completely public input because you are taking a vote.
So it may have an impact.
We wanted to speak but for those who put in the cards.

>> So we have a new motion.
On the floor to dispose of the original motion and ask for County procedures for road naming.

>> Okay.
Mara.

>> Yes?

>> We are not going to vote until you speak.
Like so many people said a lot of what I was going to say.
And really I was surprised they even brought this up.
You know, I never liked you when you first started running.
You are obviously too conservative for me but then you started you know, being nice to the arts and culture and then you know, it all turned around.
But I was kind of shocked when I read that you are doing this.
And I think it is really interesting that the people that were for this are all of the younger people.
They were not adults you know, over 40.
And his people were young people.
And it's almost like a magnet thing.
It was just like a charisma thing he brought on that is unfair.
And I think the things he said about black people, I mean that Joyce Reed and Obama, Michelle Obama were affirmative action votes.
I mean, that is ridiculous.
Where does he come off with that?
And actually black people weren't smart enough to run in high offices.
They didn't have the brainpower.
Those are not nice things.
You talk about someone who is compassionate and kind, I don't think those are kind things.
He said that he really didn't mind people dying from death because then it proves the Second Amendment.
Things like that are weird.
So, I don't know.
I hope all of you vote no.
That you do not want this.
And especially you David.

>> Can somebody tell her I made that motion?

>> Kathy is still in the room?

>> Lynn Peterson.

>> Good evening council members.

>> Lynn Peterson, I live in Deland.
I think, should I start over?

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Make sure you speak into the mic.
Everyone wants to hear you.

>> What I've taken away from tonight is, we are definitely reading different news.
When you think he is a wonderful man and I think he is despicable.
We are not reading the same thing and that is a very frightening thing to me for our country.
With that said, I have emailed you Mr. Brower twice because it just gives me death that this man would be held up as some kind of icon in our county.
I would like to ask you today to concentrate on representing all Volusia County residents and what we need to perpetuate what is good here and reach for continued improvements and education, health services, infrastructure, the environment, the arts.
Naming a road after a white man who scorns so many of us in Volusia County is insulting to the lives of the rest of us.
In the county.
The hate – well, I want to say that I read that he said all Democrats hate their country.
I am a lifelong Democrat.
I worked hard for the good of this county and for the country.
For all of my life.
And it's insulting that he thinks I hate my country.
He doesn't even know me.
It is a blatant lie that all Democrats hate their country.
And it only further polarizes this country.
It is offensive.
The hate that he has caused because of the news that I read should have no place in our country.
He is dismissive of all except white men and thinks that white men need to think like him and worship as he sees fit.
I implore you to think on a broad and inclusive scale that helps our county to prosper.
I see no good to come from naming a road after that man.
Thank you.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Shawn King.

>> All right.
So let's talk about a quote from Charlie Kirk.
Black people all the time in urban America prowling Blacks go around for the fund to go target white people.
Black pilots, if I see a black pilot I'm going to be like, boy I hope he is qualified.
Black women, they are coming out and saying, I am only here because of affirmative action.
You did not have the brain processing power to otherwise be taken really seriously.
Civil rights.
We made a huge mistake when we passed the Civil Rights Act of 1960.
The death penalty should be public, should be quick, should be televised.
I think at a certain age, it is initiation.
Democrats, Democratic Party supports everything that God hates.
Empathy.

>> I can't stand the word empathy.
Actually, I think empathy is made up of a new age term.
Reject feminism.
Submit to your husband, you are not in charge.
Gay people, you might want to crack open that Bible of yours in a lesser reference part of the same Scripture and Leviticus.
Thou shall lay with another man and shall be stoned to death.
George Floyd.
This guy was a scumbag.
Guns.
And this is a unique and ironic one.
It is worse to have the cost of unfortunately some gun deaths every year so that we can have the Second Amendment.
Jews, Jewish donors have been the number one funding mechanism of radical open border nonliberal policies.
And this one affects me deeply.
Martin Luther King Jr., MLK was awful.
He is not a good person.
He said one good thing he actually didn't believe in.

>> When it comes down to MLK day, which some of you will attend, think about Martin Luther King.
Martin Luther King Jr. One of the most influential leaders of the 20th century devoted his life to justice, equality and moral courage.
As a powerful voice of the American civil rights movement.
He inspired millions through his words and his actions.
His speeches are filled with compassion and conviction.
To continue to guide the world.
Knowledge is Volusia County even decades after his passing.
And responsibility to uphold dignity, fairness and truth.
But for all humanity.
His legacy stands as a reminder that real strength lies not in comfort but in the choices we make during moral trials.

>> I was happy to be reminded by Lynn Peterson about what was said concerning Democrats not living in their country.
In 1944 my father signed up to be in the Army Air Corps.
He flew a B-17 that got shot down in Germany.
He was a POW and Germany camp for four months.
He died a caring Democrat.
For someone to say my father didn't love this country.
Charlie Kirk has no capital.
He was not elected.
He did not have a majority vote in the election.
He was not a public servant.
He was polarizing regardless of which ideological thought you were on.
We cannot believe that driving a deeper wedge between conservatives and progressives is helpful.
Most cities have streets to talk about this after the President said once that I do not like it but those men represented the highest elected office in our country.
Charlie Kirk was a celebrity.
That's what he was.
A celebrity.
We can't be naming our streets after celebrities.
That is nonsense.
And you cannot make people like Charlie Kirk or accept his ideas by naming a street after him.
You can only deepen the divide between your constituents.
Thank you Mr. Santiago for asking the table this and to have something.
I don't understand any of the – your other people on your counsel having a problem with this because if there is just some connection to Volusia County, just have some connection you know?
To name a street after them.
If they helped us in some way.
I don't see anything wrong with that.
But they just can't be somebody that puts the divide.
And we saw a big divide today.
So, thank you.

>> Donna Cochran.

>> Donna Cochran Deland Florida.
Designating the roadway after someone is one of the highest symbolic honors a community can bestow.
It is meant for individuals whose lives and actions have strengthened the public good, uplifted the people around them and brought communities closer together.
Roadway designations are intentionally guided by clear criteria.
The honoree should have made significant positive contributions, should reflect the values of the community and should have the broad support of local residents.
Most importantly the person should embody unity because a road is something we all share.
Charlie Kirk simply does not meet the standards.
Beyond being a deeply polarizing national figure, he has a long public record of remarks that many Americans including civil rights leaders, educators, faith groups and even members of his own political sphere have condemned as racially inflammatory and harmful.
His commentary on issues involving race has repeatedly generated widespread criticism for downplaying racism, denying the experiences of communities of color and promoting narratives that many find dismissive or demeaning.
These statements have sparked protests on college campuses, backlash from local communities and national controversy.
When someone's words are experienced as hurtful, racially charged or exclusionary, honoring them with the roadway sends a message and it is not a message of unity.
A roadway designation is not a platform for ideological statements or cultural battles.
It is a shared public symbol meant to represent all of us.
Placing the name of someone who's cost is significant public pain would underline the very purpose of the honor.
A roadway designations should lift people up, not reopen wounds or send a signal at the concerns of marginalized communities which can be ignored.
Charlie Kirk spotted racially controversial remarks and a documented harm and outrage they have caused making them fundamentally incompatible with this kind of public recognition.
For these reasons, and a defense of the values we want our community to stand for, this begs the nation should not proceed.
A public honor should reflect the best of who we are.
Charlie Kirk's record does not.

>> Doctor Booker T Williams.

>> Good afternoon or evening.
Thank you.
First Corinthians 1311 says when I was a child I spoke as a child.
What I understood as a child I thought as a child.
When I became a man I put away childish things.
What we have going on today is naming, blame calling, all of these things by the way, my name is Doctor Booker.
United States Marine Corps veteran.
And I've studied all of you guys' backgrounds.
I know you are Republicans and that's fine I don't have anything against that.
But we all know why we are here.
Charlie Kirk was a cheerleader for Donald Trump.
And this is why we are here.
Shakespeare's eyes and ask one scene three when the linens told his son, above all things to thine own self be true.
We are going to sit here and lie to each other.
You can lie amongst yourselves but never in your heart.
Everybody in this country knows what's going on in this country.
You want to play the blame game, the Democrats this, the Democrats – we are human beings.
Let's be human about this.
This man, this is what he said.
He said I don't care that he is dead, he's not a hero.
He is a scumbag.
He shouldn't be celebrated.
This is what he said about George Floyd.
So if I said that about him to you all right now, you would want to put me out of here.
But this is what he said.
This is not fake news.
This is a front to us.
This is a front to me as a Marine.
90% disabled.
Serving my country and having elitists tell me that I am a loser and a sucker.
I could never go for them.
So, these people here are upset.
Because you want to name a street after someone that you despise, we had a coworker that says he hates black people.
How are we supposed to take that?
This isn't a front sir.
And to name a street after Charlie Kirk just should – we shouldn't even be here.
I appreciate you for being man enough to do it.
It takes courage for you to do this and have to hear this.
But this is what it is.
The truth, the truth crushed the earth shall rise again.
Thank you.

>> Diana Johnson.
Is Diana still here?
Will be followed by Carol.
And Carol will be followed by Melissa.

>> I guess that's as low as it goes.
I appreciate you guys listening to us today.
I am a retired middle school teacher.
I actually lived across the river and Lake County but I thought it was important to come here tonight.
Charlie Kirk was an influencer.
He was an influencer of an impressionable young adult mind.
Some of his hateful rhetoric included racist commentaries.
Sexism and racism qualities of Volusia County, that's what I want to know.
That's what we're going to show when we have a street named after him.
Volusia County is a wholesome place where families come to vacation and to live.
Thank you.

>> Hello my name is Carol Meyer.
I am a resident of Ormond Beach.
I believe there is a time to name a street or an amphitheater after a public person.
That is appropriate with the person who represents the shared values of the community.
Dignity, compassion overall, kindness and community.
Sadly this is not the case with the renaming of Mayfield Road.
There is no consensus.
Or unity around Charlie Kirk is one of your constituents I respectfully urge you to put against this motion.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] Melissa.

>> My name is Melissa and I live in de Leon Springs and I'm opposed to naming anything after Charlie Kirk.
I'm a woman.
He spoke against women.
He spoke against – I'm supposed to submit to my husband, well not in your life.
I'm not supposed to use birth control.
And all my God, I did not reproduce a white person for Charlie Kirk and now I am too old.
So, I just, I cannot believe that you would even consider this.
So I'm opposed to this.
[APPLAUSE] Susie piece.
Susie is not here.
Erica.
Followed by Cynthia Slater.

>> You spoke about his being united in the vast majority of us here are united to posting anything for Charlie Kirk and Colusa County.
Yelp used to represent me as a Christian or as an American and to illustrate that I'm going to read some direct quotes from the man you want to honor.
On October 12 of 20/20 I can't stand the word empathy actually. I think empathy is a made up new aged term that does a lot of damage.
If I see a black pilot I'm going to be like – boy, I hope he is qualified.
On July 13 in 2023 referenced black women leaders.
Yeah, we know, you donned the brain processing power to be otherwise taken seriously.
You had to go steal a white person slot to go be taken somewhat seriously.
On five very 15th the 24th are discussing capital punishment.
It should be public, quick and they should be televised.
He was brought to you by Coca-Cola and I'm not kidding by the way.
In December 2023 actually I'm okay was awful okay?
He is not a good person.
He said one thing he actually didn't believe.
Kirk went on to say, he made a huge mistake when they passed the civil rights act in the mid-1960s.
October 31 of 2020 when discussing the man who attacked Nancy Pelosi's husband with a hammer he fractured his skull he said, why is he still in jail?
Why has he not been billed out?
By the way , an amazing patriot out there in San Francisco wants to really be a midterm hero.
Somebody should go bail this guy out.
Thank you.

>> Cynthia Slater.
Is Cynthia still here?
Andrea T Williams.
Carolyn Evans.

>> None of you all have seen it.
I saw the Ku Klux Klan clan marching and posting Florida and white garb. I was shocked.
I couldn't believe it.
I'm not going to repeat what you've heard from all these other people.
I'm going to be real short.
But I'm here to tell you, you're not going to name anything in this county from a racist like Charlie Kirk.
And you can see his YouTube videos.
You can go to his podcast.
He will hear it yourself.
A valid racist, he promotes the white replacement theory many many times.
And he has a real problem with women, we need to be pregnant and home and that's it.
So, over 50% of citizens in this county are women.
Over 10% are black.
We cannot be naming anything, not just roads, anything for Charlie Kirk.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Skyler Williams.

>> Good evening, my name is Andre Williams.
My mother is Ella Mae Williams.
She was the valedictorian in her class in 1963.
This man is saying that my mother was a S-H-I-T.
That's what he believed.
That's what he thought and that is what you want to know.
In a city that I grew up in.
At five years old watch the Ku Klux Klan March in a Christmas parade.
You want to bring that crap to this county that my dad, my dad has put his life for for this county?
This is some BS and you guys know it.
It does not make any sense that we are trying to honor someone who does not give a damn about anybody that ain't his color.
This is sad, it's pathetic and unbelievable.

>> Reggie Williams.
Reggie.
Reggie Williams.
--

>> By this individual you know, I think it was wrong for him to be assassinated.
I don't think any of us would agree that any of us should be shot or – but the values that you Mr. Brower pointed out early on, if Mr. Kirk had practiced those values cannot stand.
And the reality of it is, we need to promote unity within this community and to promote that unity we should honor individuals that should receive the recognition that is required.
If MLK was mentioned earlier.
MLK, the reason it's out there is because of the time that I spent on this county, working for this county and working with the County manager to get that next street name.
When it was constructed.
When we tried to put it into the heart of the land, there was opposition for it.
Against it.
And if we are going to name something, name it for someone with the honor, integrity and the morals that you and I can support.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Julia?
Great.

>> Good evening.
I am Julia Serafin, nice to see you guys close up and set it from the back of the room.
Charlie, never served in the Armed Forces.
He never served in public office like you all.
He was never a champion of any cause that was for fairness like MLK and inclusion; he was never a Hollywood icon with an unblemished record.
90% of the people near my age never even heard of him.
Which I've heard a lot of tonight.
Since his tragic death though, I've heard of speeches and I'm not going to repeat all the horrible – his speeches and his rhetoric ask yourselves what heroic act then ask yourself what heroic act or service has Charlie Kirk provided to Volusia County to make him worthy of honoring him in a highway plaque or amphitheater or anything else.
Mr. Santiago, your idea of tabling it is a smart one.
Come up with some criteria and policy of procedures and I hope you all vote to table it.
Thank you.
Is Cheryl Larson still here?
Quickly she was for it.
[LAUGHTER] Philip.
He went to midnight mass.
Please correct me if I wanted to thank you chair for demonstrating your ignorance on the issue today.
I believe that there is – I believe you missed the point and I believe airing that turning point USA video demonstrated that.
This is not about God or politics.
This is not about different views.
This is about the cash cow of performative politics.
While we argue here, 30 million Americans are losing their access to healthcare.
It is a distraction and you have fallen for it and it is unbecoming of our county.
Why am I opposed?
I'm opposed because social media personalities like Charlie Kirk do not give a damn about us.
All they care about is ad revenue.
Social media companies do not care what fake news we watch on our phones.
They only care that we look at them eight hours a day.
There are forces acting upon our town, our community that would keep us from coming together.
They show us different news so that we get busy arguing with each other instead of attacking them.
These forces are not red or blue.
They are green.
They seek to divide us and distract us while they impoverish us and now you've offered to name a road after them.
Charlie Kirk did not start a business and to land.
He does not contribute to our economy or community.
He made millions of dollars.
Raise your hand if you are a multimillionaire.
He made millions of dollars debating 18-year-olds and selling those videos to the people that want to distract us.
They want to take our homeownership.
Healthcare, our retirements.
They might as well be Rachel Maddow Memorial Highway.
Communism circle.
The child predator Parkway.
Antibiotics Avenue, I can't afford to build a home.
I'm better off than most people my age.
In closing I would like to draw a contrast and make a suggestion.
Charlie Kirk is quoted saying I think empathy is a made up New Age term that does a lot of damage.
Yet Charles Darwin, let's call him Charlie Darling today.
A man dedicated to the advancement of science and mankind the greatest contributors of the 19th century had a very different perspective.
In – Darwin took a viewpoint we would recognize for Fox News.
He worried that in caring for the weaker and inferior members of our society with programs like vaccinations and paratransit, we would breed a weaker and less able population.
As strong a statement as that is in 2025 Darwin went on to say, nor could we check our sympathy.
If so, I am urged by a hard reason.
Without deteriorating in the noblest part of our nature.
If we were intentionally to neglect the weak and helpless it could only be for a contingent benefit with a great and certain present evil.
There is a great and certain present evil here today.
It is acting upon our town edit and seeks to divide us.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] Raymond.
Thank you.

>> Mr. Chairman, good evening.
Counselor, good evening.
I am the husband of Sylvia.
30 years military service.
Five combat deployments.
I come here to advise and to say to you sir, with all due respect, please do not put Charlie Kirk's name in Volusia County and any properties or anything associated with the public.
I think you.

>> I shared a table with you.

>> Thank you and I appreciate you today and all of the Council and I really thank you for it.

>> What I want to say is this.
I appreciate the opportunity here.
I want to address a couple of things here as it pertains to those who want to compare Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. as it relates to a payment of public roads and other facilities.
Doctor King universally is recognized as a civil rights – Doctor King transformed this nation.
Our country, the United States of America, has also impacted the world.
Expanded freedom to many.
Millions of people.
His legacy is grounded.
Doctor King's legacy is grounded.
He sacrificed moral leadership and a message that continues to resonate with millions of people even today and also across political lines.
As you realized Mr. Kirk, we all have our opinions on Mr. Kirk.
And fair enough, it's okay.
But we also know that Mr. Kirk is an extreme partisan guy.
He spoke that way, we do know that.
Doctor King did not operate in that fashion at all.
More importantly, I will say to you, let me get my place back here.
My phone went out on me.
I forgot my notes at home.
The most important thing I will say to you is this.
The many members of our county including veterans like myself you got other veterans here as well.
Over here as well.
Also sitting on the Council.
I said to her,
We all are longtime residents of this community.
We strongly oppose naming any roads after Mr. Kirk.
Given any type of public honor and public ownership only reflects and supports those that have uplifted drought unity and I ask that you would give – thank you.

>> My daughter wanted to come up with me because she is excited about being on TV I think.
That's what she thinks.
I spoke earlier because I wasn't sure that I was going to be able to actually stay but I got someone else to pick up my other daughter.
So, actually felt bad for you earlier when we were kind of talking over you and turning our backs during the video but I also chose to do so myself to turn the back because cherry picking things like that to try to pull on the heartstrings which I've heard appear and actually disagreed with before but cherry pick" and putting upside family images to try to make a martyr out of someone who did not deserve it.
Until now, I trusted that you did have a commitment to true bipartisanship.
To bring people together.
That's what a legal government is, that's really the core of all of this.
I don't know how you thought that proposing this was going to unite anyone.
I don't understand that.
But, I fear that it is actually doing the opposite.
You can see in the room there is so much tension.
I mean, I'm not afraid.
I don't know if anyone else was afraid.
I think that feelings are high but I don't think that anyone is actually that angry.
I think that people are feeling heard or understood.
Memorializing a deeply divisive national figure this isn't just about policy disagreements.
It's about unity and respect.
And the values that we choose to uplift.
Memorial Highway is not a political bill.
It is an honor reserved for those whose life and legacy genuinely serve as a unified example.
While Charlie Kirk's death was clearly tragic and I sympathize deeply with his family, honoring him in this way would undermine the very purpose of a memorial designation.
As a mother who has lost my husband, I know the weight of loss.
I understand grief deeply.
But grief alone does not create a legacy worthy of official public honor.
And I believe that memorials of people's lives inspire service or lasting civic contribution.
When we look at those who we have already chosen like Martin Luther King, we see individuals who did and body that.
And Kirk himself spoke about Doctor King's legacy and that consciousness makes it even more troubling.
Just in closing I hope that you really do choose not to go forward with this.
I like to be tabling of it but, it's I think something that is only causing further polarization than anything else.
So, thank you.

>> Thank you.

>> Good evening council members.
Not here for the arts yet.
My name is Ellen and I am from Orange City.
I'm speaking firmly against dedicating anything, anything and Charlie Kirk's name.
Let's be clear, the proposal is not about honoring service.
It is about inserting a national political personality into our local landscape.
And that is a misuse of counting out in my estimation, first he's got no meaningful connection to the County, to the state at all.
We have veterans, teachers, first responders, community leaders who have dedicated their lives to this County overlooking them in favor of a partisan media figure that is unjustifiable and just disrespectful to those who have truly served here.
Secondly, naming anything after eight national political influences or returning County property into a political message roads should be neutral and functional.
Not billboards for any kind of ideology.
If we start down this path, we invite and list political name wars every time the majority shifts.
That is why we need a policy on how to memorialize or rename roadways.
The dedication carries a real cost too.
Signage, installation, mapping adjustments perhaps none on one adjustment sometimes, staff coordination.
Taxpayer dollars and County resources should not be used for political symbolism.
You can't give me $611,000, you can't redo a road.
This proposal requires a review of our street naming standards.
It requires careful review to avoid confusion and maintain consistency.
Introducing a politically charged name provides no public benefit and injects unnecessary conflict into something as basic as navigation.
Most important of this proposal will divide our community and division is not what people in Volusia County need especially not over a naming of anything for this man.
I will close with this.
If this County starts naming roads after political influencers, we will need more signs because we will all be lost.
Thank you.

>> Mr. Chairman.

>> A couple of times.
I hope to clarify the point, we are not – we are not renaming a road, we are dedicating a portion of the road.
Just to clarify.
Correct, thank you.

>> Also not spending any taxpayer dollars.
Mary – you are married?
Okay.
And who are you yielding time to?
Okay.
That's against the rules but I'm going to allow it.

>> Thank you so much.
I appreciate it and I'm not going to beat you up anymore than we've Artie been beat up.
My name is Bobby Gordon and I live in Port Orange Florida.
I want to talk about – I'm not going to tell you about Charlie Kirk's.
But I think that Charlie Kirk's spewed heat around the country and even bringing this up I think is absolutely despicable.
Some are going to be honest.
But you mentioned Martin Luther King a few times here.
Martin Luther King was one of the world renowned civil rights leaders but he is also known as the Prince of peace.
Martin Luther King went to more house college in Atlanta and he went to Boston University and got a seminary degree.
The guy that was his mentor at Morehouse College and his mentor at Boston seminary University, his name was Howard Thurman.
Born and raised in Daytona Beach Florida.
If you're going to name, if you want to honor someone, think about – Martin Luther King, Martin Luther King committed to nonviolence because Howard Thurman went to India and studied.
So Martin Luther King really gives most of his credit.
Nobody even knows it.
We should have a statue downtown of – so Google Howard Thurman.
That's why I recommend we honor him.
Thank you.

>> Melissa Monroe.

>> Thank you for that.

>> What was – George?
George?
What was your last name?
Gordon.
Is Melissa Monroe here?
Tim London.
Laura London.

>> She's not here.
Stephanie Brunner.
She's here.

>> Thank you very much.
County chair.
I haven't seen you since the gala. You still support the local Jewish community and I employ you for that.
I hate to say it but the Democrat, I don't want that to define me.
I was an independent and I voted for you because I don't vote for the party.
I tried to vote for the person.
When I met you, you impressed me, supported me and we don't have to agree on everything politically.
It doesn't matter to me if you're renaming or dedicating.
Some people here have talked about, it should be from someone in Volusia County, someone who has been born here, lived here, whatever.
But most people, that one is my personal one.
I agree with you.
We have to look at the person and his message and not his method.
President Obama back in the day when he was campaigning galvanized young people.
Okay so if it is the fact that Charlie could galvanize young people who are conservatives, that's great.
But it doesn't mean that he has to be honored.
We have it dedicated to President Obama because of what he accomplished, not because he galvanized people.
My friend wrote a lot of points and I was going to read them because she has a disability and can't talk in three minutes. I'm from Brooklyn so I can talk really fast.
And most people have stated everything and put out quotes and I'm not going to repeat the one in particular.
I don't know if it was mentioned.
You also invoked the Bible verse about stoning people to death in June 2024 on a podcast.
When it comes to sexual matters.
We here as a group may all agree or disagree on sexual orientation and a lot of other things.
But I don't see how we could honor and dedicate someone who would think stoning is a good idea.
I am very God centered.
When I came here, I didn't know – it was historically a black area.
As you can see I am a white person but to think it would even be considered in a historical black area with all of the rhetoric he has said is antiblack.
Not to mention anti-gay, anti-women, anti-just about everything else anti-women.
It is really to stop and think.
He may have been a good debater and maybe had some good points.
I'm not going to debate that but think of the people you are hurting.
It's like putting the Nazi symbol or dedicating someone who is a Nazi in front of my temple.
It's just plain wrong.
If you would like, please do not pass this.
Thank you.
Click Steve did you come back?
Sarah Jones.
Okay.
Following her will be Robert Port Orange.
Ryan, do you know him?
Okay.
You will follow Sarah.

>> Is it good?

>> My name is Sarah Jones.
I am a resident in Port Orange.
Chairman Brower and members of this council you are considering changing the name of a historic road to honor Charlie Kirk's.
I oppose this action.
One of the things that has not been mentioned so far is that Charlie Kirk was a proponent of the great replacement theory.
He said on his June 11 2025 show we are going to have millions of people come into the country and try to replace the nativeborn population to change the politics.
Mr. Kirk was against immigration and the subsequent change it could lead up to.
I'm a first generation American.
I support immigration.
Immigration is one of the things that has made America a great land today.
It has helped this country to accept change.
I quote from the poem by Emma Lazarus on the Statue of Liberty.
Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.
The wretched refuse of your shore.
Send these, the homeless.
The toss to me.
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.
Gentlemen, I oppose this motion and I ask you to please vote against it.
Whenever it does come up I think it is probably the best thing you can do.

>> Thank you Sarah, Robert?
You will be followed by Shirer.

>> Port Orange, I read the agenda item and it seemed to concentrate on Charlie Kirk's support of civil discourse.
And then I read this article from the news Journal and it says Charlie Kirk was one of the rights preeminent provocateurs.
And provocateur to me doesn't sound like a person that supports civil discourse.
What I did not find in the agenda was any documented criteria for judging a candidate suitable to be the subject of identification.
And I'm concerned you're making a decision here based on emotions rather than agreed-upon fixed standards.
Thank you.

>> Thank you.

>> Chair Acosta approaches and then we have John's story.

>> Thank you chair.

>> This is my second time speaking in these chambers.
Two weeks ago I was here to ask for the restoration of the arts and culture funding.
The importance of the funding earlier, now I'm here to ask that a portion of main town road not be dedicated as Charlie Kirk Memorial Highway.
As has been said Charlie Kirk had nothing to do with our community and renaming the road serves no one, he had no idea our community even existed.
He didn't improve our roads, he didn't improve our flooding.
All he is doing is making us argue with you all and we start time.
Counsel chair no one asked for this except you.
You propose this saying I have placed the item for the council to consider.
Not my constituents.
I've.
The people answered that they don't want it.
He even wrote in the beacon article saying and I quote all associated expenses will be fully covered by private contributions made and in a November 9 Facebook post you said the county would be asking, begging for $6000 in donations.
The fact that you even had to say don't worry, it's not your money.
But it is our money.
Our time, our Council agenda.
I congratulate the turning point members have shown up to this meeting.
It's important to be involved in civics.
I encourage everyone to continue to show up to these meetings and be developed beyond points I've seen they have already left.
With their involvement in the future Charlie will have an impact on our society.
But as said, what is the rush?
Let's see Mr. Kirk make that lasting impact which to be honest, I hope he does not.
I'm asking this road to not be renamed.
You are creating this division and your speech at the introduction of this item, you mention things that you want but the question is, what do your constituents who showed up to this meeting who didn't have dinner tonight and who stayed here wanting to hear this item say?
What do they want?
Thank you.

>> John story.
John story.
Kathleen Evans.

>> Good evening.
I grew up here in Volusia County.
I guess I'm one of the young people that so many people have referred to tonight.
I graduated from Deltona high.
I've always been very proud of where I grew up.
Volusia County Florida.
However, after recent events including cuts to the arts, the negative rhetoric around LGBT Q community and pride and now this decision to dedicate a road after an internationally known sexist and racist figure I'm embarrassed to tell people that I'm from Volusia County Florida and that hurts me.
I'm proud of where I grew up.
I travel locally, regionally, nationally and internationally to conferences.
I just graduated with a PhD and it hurts me to just say how embarrassed I am to say that I am from Florida.
I mean, it's terrible.
And as one of the younger people here tonight, I'm asking you to say no to any kind of designation.
Roads, buildings, to this individual.
And if there is a name change, if this name change is truly necessary, as so many other people have asked you to, there are countless first responders, veterans, volunteers that this road, this building and such can be dedicated to or talked about.
I think we are pretty united, us here who have remained here.
And I feel like you are not doing a great job of listening to your constituents, to your people.
Listen to us and we are asking you for a no vote.
Okay.
Please, listen to us.
Thank you.

>> David.

>> My name is David Justman.
I appreciate the opportunity to speak with counsel . Thank you.
Mr. Chair, I wanted to start out by pointing out a quote viewers on your campaign website last year.
The website had a question and answer format.
The question was, what sets you apart from the other candidates?
You might remember your answer.
I'm just a regular guy.
It is a grassroots campaign.
We donned a lot of money.
But we've got a lot of support from just the working public in Volusia County.
And I will represent everybody.
I want to represent every person in the county.
We need to bring people together. I'm the People's candidate.
Making for a great election is a speech's comment.
Based on what I've seen this is clearly a promise that has been broken.
Charlie Kirk's debate which you commented about willing to talk to everybody about these things, they were labeled prove me wrong.
They were actually – not two sided cancel culture for white conservative Christian ideology down everyone's throat to try to debate him.
He would never yield to an opposing point of view employing what are known as debate tricks.
He would never yield to an opponent – I'm sorry he would make others pretend he didn't understand their point or completely ignore points being made.
Give it to another subject and say things like I'm not going to go there or come I'm not going down that rabbit hole.
I urge you to watch or listen to some of them because you would learn that Charlie Kirk did not demonstrate love for people of every religion, race and orientation as the opinion piece in this past week stated.
Hate and intolerance.
I want to present a hypothetical.
If Charlie Kirk delivered a liberal message.
Inclusion of women's reproductive freedom and all races, religions and even integration was assassinated, would you be proposing to designate a portion of the highway after him?
Look in the mirror and look yourselves in the eye.
And ask yourself, if it was his method or message or both.
The problem you have here is that you can't say was his message.
That is way too inflammatory.
And the only way to get around it was his method.
Shame on you thinking you could pull the wool over our eyes.
We know what is happening here.
You want to score political points.
Kirk did not earn this honor.
Kirk was a source of misinformation and inflamed by partisan conflict.
His podcast was ranked second for fake news among 79 political podcasts analyzed by the Brookings Institute in 2023.
– Was the first.

>> He did not bring people together.
But all you have, you will have the chance to create unity over division.
Please do not move forward with this proposal.
Let's focus on uniting our community, not dividing it further.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> Skyler Williams.

>> By Deborah Parker.

>> Good evening everyone.

>> Why people are the white devil, all white people are racist and inherently evil.
The white man is the greatest murderer, kidnapper, robber and enslaves her on earth.
The white man has no more position to accuse everyone else of hate.
The demise of the white race is inherent.
A black person could never be friends with a white person.
They could only be friendly with them.
All-white history is a process of whitewashing events and removing events to diminish the contribution and struggles of black people.
White Americans, they have a habit.
They have a cancer of racism in their hearts and souls.
White people are devils that were created by evil scientists.
White liberals are the worst dangerous things in the entire Western Hemisphere.
They are sort of like a fox or a deceitful wolf.
Those are the words of Malcom X. There is not a street, avenue, road, there is nothing in Florida nor Volusia County named after Malcom X and that is the reason why.
We should not be promoting hate or racism no matter how pretty it is just up.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> Are you Deborah?

>> I see that we are all here at the request of chair Brower.
I am not familiar with how this kind of thing is done.
But I wonder how this became an agenda item for the request of one person.
How did this come onto the agenda?
How are we wasting our time and money with this?
It doesn't make sense.
Most are wondering whether there is a record of the streets named for someone who is known to members of the county.
Wondering how many of these individuals are historical figures.
I would like to know how many of these individuals play an important role in these County cities or the county itself.
These are examples of valid reasons for roadways named to be changed.
I have a feeling that just knowing these facts about such an incredible respect for people such as the founders of Volusia County cities.
Founders of businesses that support Volusia County and residents.
Educators who made a difference for the masses.
I think knowing these impressive details anyone who would like to make a road name change tonight.
I think the matter of who is paying, there is enough better use for those dollars in Volusia County.
Who deserves a street in their name.
Who has an amazing contribution to this country.
I don't think anyone would agree the individual being considered tonight should be honored with a road change for him.
Nor anything in the entire county.
I can go on.
The nation.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> Tina Swift.
Followed by John Nicholson followed by Gwendolyn Monroe.

>> Good evening Council staff and residents of Volusia County.
Tina Swift lemon ruffed road.
I'm honored for the preservation planning society and to be surrounded by community leaders. I am humbled by what we are expending tonight and to some degree I'm glad that you, the audience and those watching online, had the opportunity to see public discord and community looks and sounds
Our community has been fighting to keep his very heart and soul alive.
That is why you see the community enforced tonight.
For decades farmers and families have watched as our land has been annexed into other cities as our cultural history and agricultural way of life disappeared right in front of our eyes as they desired people from outside of our county. We will not stand for our people to follow that same broken pot.
We are a small unincorporated community mostly friendly to rid ourselves of the hate and heartache from years past. The few roads we have are not merely asphalt.
They are lifelines of our identity.
We literally have the same families, generations later who built O'Steen Road back in the day.
Our sister towns have strong physical, emotional and family ties to our roads; many are still named after the very families who built them.
Just to name a few.
As you all well know, it is fair and balanced in our assessments, our community is blended with folks on both sides of this religious and political spectrum and on this very topic.
And we understand there is an old Buddhist saying that roughly translates to a strongly as you believe in something your neighbor feels just as strongly about the exact opposite belief.
Demonstrate empathy to each other for someday we will need each other.
I'm hopeful Mr. Brower that this is what you meant and had extreme difficulty in explaining.
Dedicating anything to O'Steen that has no connection to our people denies us the opportunity for our veterans and our heroes. I would strongly recommend that the Council consider recommitting today to preserving power history, artists and our culture.
That is the heart of the great town of O'Steen.
Will the chair put as much effort into that as you put into this proposal?
Would the Council consider emotion and direct staff to put as much effort into fixing our town's infrastructure issues, preserving our land, rebuilding historic downtown and to revitalize O'Steen's artisan community.
Funding are historical and cultural landmarks.
Can we do that today?
We ask you today to vote no on to break the promise that you made to our town and constituents.
Do not table this discussion to come up again at this point in the future and let's now vote no today.
Thank you.

>> John Nicholson.

>> Basically I've heard two things.
History and religion.
All right?
Erase the history of the past.
The past is the past and both sides of the past, they don't know their history.
Both sides don't understand religion.
They were talking about 50% of the women he doesn't like.
He wants to keep them pregnant and in the kitchen.
There are about a dozen religions that push the same thing.
Civic Jews.
Fundamental Christians.
They all talk about women's position in the home and in society.
It is not just Charlie will Crist.
You can't depend on him alone for something that exists in many cultures.
Religion is one thing.
Race is another.
They were talking about things and cherry picking things that he had said.
There are several things that he said that I have no problem with.
Why, why can you say you have a problem with it?
Because we did have affirmative action.
We did have set-asides.
We did have priorities.
Those were things in the past that we thought would be good.
He said they weren't.
I say they weren't.
Because I was a victim of it.
In order to advance black people, white men had to be denied jobs.
I cannot teach in Dade County because they need to have a certain percentage of blocks all right?
Okay, very rude people there.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Please let the speaker finish.
These things happen.
We look to the past from our point of view, not from the other person's point of view.
There are always two sides to every story.
I understand because you're a Republican he was important at the time of the assassination.
I said in the past I don't want him.
We did that in Daytona Beach.
They named nine things after her.
Way too many.
Born here, raised here whatever.
That's irrelevant.
Mr. Santiago I would like to thank you for trying to specifically speak to chair Jeff Brower.
You are the chair of Volusia County Council.
You are elected by the people of Volusia County to serve all the people.
When you as chair requested the resolution may town road as Charlie Kirk Memorial Highway or when you pin the op-ed in the DeLand beacon chair Kirk where you said and I quote, Charlie demonstrated love for people of every religion, race and orientation.
Was that love shown in the remarks by Charlie Kirk as stated by others?
That stated prominent women, and I won't name them again.
Lack of the brain processing power to be taken seriously?
I am in no way a prominent black woman.
However, I do possess the brain processing power to be taken seriously.
And so in closing, I will then reference you chair Brower and I quote America's prosperity and continued freedom depend on our ability to reject hatred.
This is what we are here now trying to do.
Reject the hatred and legacy of Charlie Kirk and as our county council members, I am speaking to all of you at this point.
We ask you to stand with us.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE] 

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Thank you.
Jennifer Lake.

>> Hello.
My name is Jennifer Sutton.
I have lived in O'Steen for my entire life.
My dad has lived there for his entire life and many of my members beforehand.
My family helped build O'Steen Road in the O'Steen community.
My friends and my family all live there.
My uncle is Charlie Clark.
My family did all of the work to get the portion of this road dedicated to him.
He lived in O'Steen and Charlie Kirk did not.
Your original proposed dedication goes across my uncle's proposed dedication.
I take that personally.
I just have a few questions.
Who is going to fund those dedications and are they from O'Steen?
Why did you choose O'Steen Road?
There are people in my community who do not deserve this honor way more than he does.
We do not want division in our community or town.
Please do not use O'Steen for this purpose.
Please vote no.

>> Jeff Bender.

>> Yes.
Counsel.
I said I wasn't going to speak. I'm not going to touch on all the things we talked about. I think you get the point.
What I would suggest to you is that, as a person of color in this community I don't feel like I am presented by this board.
Other issues and things that's been addressed.
What I would just suggest and ask you all to consider so that you would get an opportunity to understand what the community  feels and maybe what our ideals are is when you make your selections and may be put somebody on those boards that look like us.
So we don't just have one side of the story.
Because it is not possible for you to understand what my life has been like as a black person.
So if you don't have those inclusive comments on the board that represents this County you won't know where we stand.
So please consider us when you are making appointments to the board's that make recommendations to you all.
Thank you.
[APPLAUSE].

>> Reverend Floyd.

>> Good evening.
To the County Council, the offices and members of Volusia County.
My name is Reverend Floyd and I am a resident of Deltona Florida.
I'm a pastor at the Episcopal church.
I do not celebrate the killing of Charlie Kirk.
He did not deserve to die, he did not deserve to be assassinated.
But I am overwhelmed by Volusia County.
That you have the desire to honor this man.
I'm sorry.
But there is nowhere in the 66 books of the Bible where you are taught to honor evil.
How you die does not redeem how you lived.
You do not become a hero in your death when you are an enemy in your life.
I can name 1000 people – and I can name – besides Charlie Kirk.
So I commend you County people sitting here listening to us.
It's not easy.
People throw things at you.
You got to take it.
But the Bible says love is patient, love is kind.
We've got to love one another regardless of what race you are.
What party you belong to.
But the person before me said, you don't understand how it is to be a person of color.
I go to the store and look at me and think I am going to steal because of the color of my skin.
You don't know what we go through when we try to apply for jobs and we don't get jobs because of the color of our skin.
We have a PhD.
We have all of the degrees but yet still they look over us.
But I'm here to tell you today that it is a new day and Volusia County.
It is a new day in America.
Because you are here, we voted for you all to be here.
To make a better difference.
Not just for the Republicans but for all people.
Make a difference.
Be a different leader.
Be an eighth changemaker.
Make this County be different.
Show out for Florida.
Because this is the best County in the state of Florida.
So let's show them that we love everybody.
Because it's time to be an example.
Thank you.

>> Pastor Alicia Mills Henderson.
.

>> I came before you today first of all to just say I agree that Charlie Kirk should not be voted for anything.
But my main reason for coming today is I have a question about the phraseology of the motion that was made.
When the motion was initially suggested, it was suggested with the collaboration of the people.
And I think that motion needs to be stated that the collaboration will be with the collaboration of the people.
That there will be something in that motion and in this committee that is going to be made that says that a community, that a decision is going to be made for will be contacted by their representatives within a reasonable amount of time because it is my understanding and I know for myself as well, I'm sorry for up to see my name.
My name is Pastor Alice Mills.
I am the pastor of new mount Zion and new Smyrna Beach Florida.
And I just wanted to say that I think it is very important that the phraseology is correct in the motion.
So I think it is very important that it be in collaboration with the community and that also that the community or whoever it affects directly will be contacted in a certain amount in a reasonable time so they can make preparation to be here.
Because I know a lot of us just found out today or a few days in advance.
And because it was in the newspaper I did eventually see it online, pardon me, anyone reads the newspapers.
So I just wanted to make that point.
And then I just wanted to say that, love first.
Love first.
Love first.

>> Thank you very much.
I want to remind you of something everybody said was correct.
I put this on the agenda.
So don't heat these guys.
I have subjected them to this.
I just want to say something real quick.
I want to say it to you to share a meal at the NAACP.
Several years ago.
I think I've been to the University and you shared your story about military service.
You accomplished that on your own with nobody's help.

>> I want you to know every person that spoke here tonight that we listened to.
I listen to you.
I would have never put this on the agenda if I believed Charlie Kirk hated black people.
I don't know Charlie Kirk because I read about him.
I listened to him for many years.
My children have listened to him.
My five daughters have listened to him.
And my wife.
Yes, my wife had five daughters.
And, most of them or all of them are self-employed except for the one that is home.
I am employed.
There is not a prejudicial bone in their body or mind.
Charlie Kirk has people that work with him that were black that he loved and admired.
I've never heard him say that what was said here tonight he said he hated black people and all of the years I've listened to him.
I've never heard him even come close to that.
I'm sorry, I listen to everybody here. I'm going to close this out now.
You're welcome.
I want to say one other thing that I heard because it is so unfair to say this about you.
But several people have said that he believed that people that are gay should be stoned.
You know what he did?
He read the Bible.
He believed the Bible.
He was a Christian.
He read Exodus where it said they should be stoned and then he would go on every single time he always talked about race.
In the Old Testament that is what it said.
And he can't change it.
In the New Testament he would point people to grace.
Because he did love people.
And that's how I started this. We should respect the differences that we have for one another and be able to talk about them.
Because when we do it we just did and I get to look, I can see the pain that you brought in here.
And because you have had different experiences, my goal, and it's not going to stop today.
My goal is that we do love more.
And we do forgive one another a little easier.
And that we do accept one another.
So don't blame the Council.
I think they are going to vote right now – I don't know how they are going to vote.
But I don't want you to leave here blaming my fellow councilman and I can't change the way you think.
But I don't want you to leave here thinking that I hate you.
And that I looked down on my black friends, my gay friends.
My Democrat friends.
We need to come together.
As a people and a County.
We need to come together as Americans.
Because we are in a dangerous spot.
David Santiago.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO, DISTRICT 5: I just wanted to address the pastor and ladies comments regarding the process of the motion that is in play right now to table this item and definitely to take back a plan to create the process.
So that is when that will be discussed what is included in that process of whether we are naming roads, road designations or buildings.
I agree.
I think building should be included in that plan.
So, Mr. Chairman, I am ready to answer the questions. I think it's time to move on.

>> Yeah, that's okay.
I just wanted to kind of give you my thoughts.
First of all in support of what it said.

>> My mic or my voice.
David, I like your idea of giving staff maybe some sort of policy or procedure. What I would like to see as part of that is public notice signs.
Like rezoning issues.
The big orange signs.
If we are going to rename a road.
If it's County Road three so those people can say wait a minute, what are we doing on my street?
And then give them adequate opportunities to be heard.
I would like to see that as part of a recommendation.
And I've got to say this.
When that happened with Charlie Kirk, it made me sick.
Lost his family and the fact that he was in my opinion going into the debating college kids in the center of these woke environments.
And he was the voice, the anti-woke debater in my opinion.
He did preach Christian principles.
Honey you guys don't want to hear it.
But I don't want to leave chair Brower standing alone on this because I had the same thoughts going through my head.
Maybe dedicating something for him because everything I had heard was I didn't hear everything.
Obviously I missed certain things that he had said.
The stuff that you guys have said today is very concerning to me.
And if that is true and not taken out of context, yeah.
I would agree with you that maybe we shouldn't be doing this.
I've got to say, my son is an airline pilot, I am a pilot.
One thing I did hear that was brought up a couple of times today was about affirmative action with black airline pilots.
And I think – I don't think that was a racial thing.
I think what he was saying is we should make sure that everybody was treated equally and tested to be a pilot.
Not based on the color of your skin like Martin Luther King said.
You shouldn't judge a person based on their skin color.
It should all be based on the content of your character or your skills as a pilot.
I didn't take that as a racial slur towards anybody.
But, if you guys did or – I've heard a lot of stuff here today that's concerning to me and I would like to see if that's the case.
I'm not saying I'm a proponent of it but I did hear that one comment that he said reduces tiring standards. I think that was the context.
But I don't know.
Well, that's just it.

>> DAVID SANTIAGO, DISTRICT 5: Mr. Chairman I called the question, do I get a second?

>> Second.

>> Okay.

>> I wanted to hear what Don had to say.

>> There are two that called the question.

>> I called the question which is –.

>> I will remove my second and listen to Don if we can maintain order and hear what he's saying.
When the banter starts going back and forth it gets ridiculous.
So if I can do that, let's do it and call the stinking question.

>> If I did anything to contribute to that I apologize guys I'm not trying to incite a riot here.
I think we all would agree that qualified pilots throughout the community.
That's all I took from that statement.
But if there are other things that you all are saying that are true then that is very concerning to me and I just don't – I've never seen it.
I'm not doubting what you are saying.
And again, I don't want to go down that path.
I don't want to get accused of – I ran for state attorney in fighting for a criminal defense attorney, I see what happens to minorities in their community.
I see it.
I have dealt with it every day for the last 35 years.
And I actually went to bat for the minority community trying to help.
I've never expensed it myself but I witnessed some of it.
I think the chair's heart was in the right place.
I don't think that he meant to alienate anybody.
I think the chair really has a good heart and I don't take his proposal as being racist or anything like that.
It took a lot of courage for him to do it.
I don't know if I am in support of this now because of the divide in the community.
I think we need to take a step back and reevaluate how we name roads but, I just don't want to see the chair get beat up like this because I do think his heart was in the right place.
Thank you guys.

>> Okay, the motion on the table.
Motion on the floor is definitely going to bring back procedures for the main roads.
Then will the public be able to debate that with us?

>> We will be included.
Carissa, will you please call the role?

>> Mr. Kent.

>> Mr. Robbins.

>> Mr. Santiago.
Mr. Dempsey, Mr. Johansen.
Mr. Broward.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: The motion passes unanimously six – zero.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Thank you all for coming in.
Yes?

>> Mr. Chairman, I would like to make an adjustment to our meeting.
In the interest of time because of our rules.
If we can agree to handle items number six and eight real quick and shift into our closing comments six and eight I've talked to staff the only ones that are monitoring.

>> George, we have one meeting next month.

>> That's correct.

>> We could extend the meeting for 15 minutes I think.
And finish everything.

>> Seven is just a vacation.
You've already done five.
If we get going, six, seven and eight.

>> A is the most critical.
He has a 60 day shot clock we have to do over the state.

>> We are going to finish.
Next,

>> Second.

>> Hold on.

>> Item 6. Emergency medical administration.
We have a motion to approve by Councilman Robbins and a second I believe was by Santiago.
Any questions for – all in favor say aye.
Any opposed?
Good speech, six – zero.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Motion to approve item 7. 

>> Item 7 is a resolution of a proposed vacation since Iago is taking us all to New York City.
And, I'm sorry I did not hear who the motion was from.

>> Mr. Robbins seconded by Mr. Santiago.

>> All in favor say aye.
Any opposed?
Good speech.
Six – zero item 8 budget resolution motion approved.

>> Second.

>> JAKE JOHANSSON, AT-LARGE: Second to Johansson.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: Second was by Councilman Johansson.
No questions – all in favor say aye.
Any opposed?
That motion carried six – zero.
Item 10, district for appointment of the advertising authority.

>> And then the next item will be the district one appointment to the code enforcement Board.

>> Your applicants were Mr. Jim Berkley is the incumbent.

>> Is that a district 3 appointment?

>> These are done on a rotational basis.
It goes off of the last person to a point.

>> I am going to appoint Michael.

>> Second.

>> The second is made by Councilman Santiago.
All in favor of Michael – any opposed?

>> To confirm six – zero district one appointment to the code enforcement.

>> Second.

>> Richard Furman is nominated by Don Dempsey.
Seconded by David Santiago, any questions, all in favor say – any opposed, he is confirmed also six – zero.
And that brings us to our final public participation I believe, I believe that Doctor – left.
Somebody had their hand up.
If you wanted to speak just go fill out one of these and you will get your three minutes, Wendy Anderson is not here.
She was going to tell us about the renovation after two years.
Finally got approval from FDEP.
From a septic system that greatly clears, cleans the water in two weeks, septic system we will have clear water with no solids and it, very little cost compared to advanced water treatment.
So it's good, it will take a while, it took two years to get the permit.
She did a lot of work with this. The other person is John Nicholson.
To have one waiting.

>> John Nicholson, Daytona Beach side.
I don't know if you guys noticed, thank you David, constantly for being a minority.
We are not even close to solving our race stuff.
At some point we've got to just cut the mustard and move on.
The past kept coming up, kept coming up.
We all have a past.
We all come from countries and these people get killed for their religion or their politics or from whatever.
I understood what dust was going to do.
I understand the politics of red and blue.
We keep hearing we should be down the middle.
We should get closer to the middle.
But how do you get there?
All right?
We have our beliefs and right now the pendulum, we passed Obama and Biden left this.
Now we are coming back to the middle and we will go over to the right and we will be the limbo glue group again.
Somebody remember him.
I kept hearing behind me that I'm lying.
But like the mayor of Daytona Beach says, there is no mosaic.
There is no Margaritaville.
Call me a liar.
Right?
I'm told that when I said affirmative action, there really was affirmative action.
There really were set-asides.
And then sitting there saying no, that doesn't happen.
This is the way it was supposed to be.
Yeah, it's supposed to be but it wasn't.
Affirmative action ended up being simply hiring the black person.
And you denied the white person the job.
It's just the way it was.
You want one thing to happen and things don't happen that way.
It's a lottery.
You are supposed to help the schools with the sports, arts, etc. Didn't happen that way.
Now using most of the lottery as scholarships.
Things change.
So at some point I think they've got to get together and discuss race, set-asides, who get tired, they don't understand what you are talking about.
About preferences.
They don't understand that you should be qualified.
They don't understand the argument about woke.
They don't understand that.
You heard them, being obnoxious and rude.
Though time is just shouting out because they don't accept your point of view.
There are a lot of Republican conservatives that don't accept the liberal point of view that women should be able to do anything they want to do.

>> Thank you.

>> Thank you, time is up.
George and.
What time did you get here today?

>> My name is Georgiana Kaiser, I've been here forever.
I'm not even sure what I want to say.
I'm a little shaky because I haven't eaten in forever either.
But basically what I wanted to say was I am glad I'm not you.
[LAUGHTER] Today started with honoring someone, for me anyway it started with honoring someone for the arts Council.

>> Mr. Brower.

>> And I felt sort of sorry for you except I agreed with the whole need to have the government to support that.
But I still felt sorry for you and then, we come in here and you take this responsibility for introducing the Charlie Kirk thing and I felt sorry for you.
But I want to thank all of you for listening.
And I want to thank you in particular for listening.
I know you said he has a good heart.
I don't know him well enough to know that but I will take your word for it because you are sitting there listening.
And I want to thank you for that.
And I think that's what happened tonight demonstrates what you say you are trying to honor with Charlie Kirk.
It demonstrates the opportunity for all of us to speak what we feel, what we believe.
What we see and for each of us to listen to, this has been my first opportunity with the County Council.
But I will be back.
You may be sorry but I will be back.
I think that, and I'm going to go to both of you.
You never saw what you heard people say today.
I am a Democrat.
I've been a Democrat not all of my life but most of it.
Somehow I got on the Charlie Kirk donation list.
Thanking me for my support.
And it was like how the hell did that happen?
Because I never ever gave to that particular group and I read the literature.
Now, language is important to me.
I taught speech and English at all kinds of levels.
But I read the language and it sounded perfect.
It sounded American.
But then I look at how it gets implemented.
And like you, it scares the - out of me.
So I ask you in terms of what we believe, hear and experience and to recognize that yes, this is a scary time.
But it is not a time to be dedicating or to be focusing on any one person but rather to be focusing on the danger to our country.
And that we listen to each other.
That's what you say you want.
And that's what we all want.
Thank you.

>> Thank you.
I look forward to you coming back.

>> I doubt it.

>> JEFFREY S. BROWER, CHAIR: That takes us to closing comments from the County manager.

>> GEORGE RECKTENWALD, COUNTY MANAGER: The only thing I have is that I will be out of town for a few days Friday and through next Wednesday so – will have the rains.

>> Thank you.

>> Have a great Thanksgiving.

>> County attorney Michael Dyer, 

>> I've nothing, thank you.

>> Yeah, thank you.
I don't mean to drag it out.

>> Nevermind.

>> Troy, you are up first tonight, Councilman Troy Kent.

>> I will be very brief this evening.
Just a couple of items.
The first one is for your chairman.
Again you should have real leadership again and I'm pleased you sat there and stuck with what you believed in and spoke from your heart and I appreciate the leadership.
The second thing I just wanted to tell everybody was I hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with their families and everybody listening online.
I hope you get some rest and you eat too much food and you love your family and your friends and you enjoy them.
My last comment is to my father who is listening online, go to bed pops.

>> Councilman Robbins.

>> DANNY ROBINS, DISTRICT 3: I would like to address some comments made in public by a constituent of mine actually in my district down there, an old mission, Mr. Denny.
Chairman just before you kinda get sucked into this thing I will allow staff to brief you on it myself, Mr. Barlett we've been out to this residence in this area multiple times.
When I say multiple – above and beyond to to separate the facts and reality versus emotions.
Mr. Denny and some of the folks who do have some legitimate concerns with staff have been working on this for over a year.
But sometimes folks just don't like the answer.
We have to stick within the laws and that is just what we do and they apply to everybody.
So, stop, I've already asked them, anybody that likes to go out there.
To get the full information caught up in the web.
So, with that being said I got an email sent in by a constituent and I would like counsel to hopefully get your support on it.
I haven't verified it just yet but back into thousand one where the County adopted a 10% public service tax on electricity metered and bottled gas for homes purchased in Volusia.
I would like to have that confirmed through staff if that is something that is feasible for us to possibly cut, I want to do that energy cost if there is a roof and on top of that multiple constituents complain about $150 storm fee that is still getting assessed under the electric bill if you have a FPL in our investigation.
To see if we can save that and bring down some of the energy cost for our people.
Our two providers for different parts of the county.
But, if there is consensus on this, I'm not going to put it in motion but I think they have enough to get going if you are good with that.

>> That is governed by public service commission costs.

>> I think he's getting ready to drop off anyway too.
The other issues I agree with.

>> Look at some of the other energy costs.
Believe it or not, some of the solar fields and whatnot.
And showing how some of this energy really doesn't pay for itself so, I'm not going to get into that.
But lastly to counsel something I wanted to bring up I think was so negative as he will be closing Wednesday, November 26 before Thanksgiving.
Friday and after Christmas on December 26 we have over 2500 employees here, probably closer to 3000 from these 24-hour shifts. Especially the first responders, they sacrifice a lot. Really, they are the ones that keep this machine running.
They make our jobs easier.
I want them near the state. My motion is for Volusia County to follow Governor DeSantis policy by County offices on Wednesday, November 26 before Thanksgiving and the Friday after Christmas and New Year's Day which is December 26 and 22nd.

>> Good?
Did I miss anything?

>> The day after Christmas, yeah, that's what the governor is doing.

>> They did the day before.

>> Okay.

>> Jake, did you think twice?

>> In favor.

>> I am all for it.
But I just want to let everybody know, this is a quick thing to just say yes and do.
But stop already I'm sure it lays out a holiday schedule and doing this is a very kind loving thing.
It is a cost associated with it and it is a benefit to those employees.
The first responders, if I was one, I would say hold on, I'm working that day.
What do I get?
You're not doing it for everybody else.
So, knee-jerk reaction, I want to do it because it seemed like the right thing to do.
A family thing to do.
But for all the other things I just mentioned, I will be the low no on it.

>> Discuss with me, they have staff that, let's put it that way.
Okay.
ALL IN FAVOR SAY AYE. Any opposed?
Troublemaker.
Okay.
Councilman Santiago.

>> To my colleagues I wanted to put forward this direction to our city manager.
Yeah.
They direct our County manager unless there is objection.
The city of Deltona which I represent recently approved the purchase of an additional transport unit to place into the city for transport for emergency issues and they are in the process, they've Artie talked to staff and they seem to be at an impasse right now.
I will just leave it at that and I would like to see if you guys are okay with us directing George to go and find a solution to this and they would negotiate with us some trends that work for the County and for the city.

>> Obviously that would come back to us.
See if we can find a solution that works for all parties.
We wanted you guys' support.

>> I support you in that but George, I will say publicly.
I can sense it in your voice, we have not had this discussion.
I don't know.
Whatever happens here we will set a precedent.
Number one.
You know, I am a county councilman now.
I won't be city Commissioner anymore.
That is what I'm representing.
And I hope you can come up with a solution that makes all parties happy but if there was an impasse there was a problem there is a program that's actually in place there is no doubt I will be back to talk with you guys about that.

>> You can't knock that.
So yeah just a little better communication.
His vacation at Alcatraz.
For the holidays.

>> He is starting a chicken program over there.

>> Exactly.

>> Councilman Johansson.

>> I want to straighten out some rumors and maybe have a philosophical discussion unfortunately.
Number one, Charlie Kirk does not have a road named after him at Daytona State College by the president before the end of this meeting, so there are no streets named after Charlie Kirk at the University right now.
Number too, Amy and one other person came up and talked about the helicopter issues and the A1 property.
A couple weeks ago we had a bunch of people come up and complain that we were messing with the freedom to speak because we changed a bunch of chapter 70 to stuff the special exception or by right and they would have a opportunity to voice their opinions and disapproval's yet here we are with something that happened and two people were able to voice their opinion and probably but the public does have to say a lot of times they did to us they have a lot of say in it.
Then again tonight with item 9. The third thing is, I won't discuss the decorum.
You guys know what I think about that but, a lot of people today, four or five of them felt a little disenfranchised because they didn't know about the government or they didn't know who represented them in our case.
Or they didn't – they were very upset with us because they don't place a diverse group of people on board and that makes me feel like – I mentioned this a lot.
No matter how many times you get the information out there funny looking at you Michael.
There are people out there I'm sure Danny and I will do our part.
To make sure that there is main folks we feel we didn't know in the future but, it is important that we keep on getting that from what is going on out there and who can be in it because we don't appoint to people on boards that don't apply from these positions on these boards and Carissa's puts out, we need people for these boards.
So, for those of you that are still here, pass the word that all you got to do is put your name on one of these board applications and the next thing you know you're working for free for the County.
So, having said all that, have a great holiday.
Thank you Danny for echoing the estate holiday policy and I hope staff have the opportunity to spend time with their family and we look forward to seeing everybody have a happy Thanksgiving.

>> Thank you.
I just have a couple of quick things that we said tonight.
Concerning the arts, from an art teacher.
There would be no more arts in public school.
None of us are on the school board but I'm pretty sure they have – they have a larger budget than we do.
Does anybody know – it's been a long time since you've been there.
Michael Dyer.
But, the school has an art program don't they?

>> They do.
We can find out how much of their budget is for arts education.

>> I don't think you need to spend time on it.
I kind of wanted to make that point that I don't believe any of the grants in the $611,000 went to arts in the school to make sure we had arts and school you know, I think it is important that it is in the school and I'm pretty sure that the school board provides for that.
The only other thing, two of the things, Michael Dyer and I are going tomorrow, not together.
I don't want to start any rumors.
But we are both going to the Florida Association of Counties meeting in Tampa specifically to work on the Senate Bill 180 amendment process.
I think the counties in Florida, the last meeting we went to, had a unanimous vote that we needed to amend it.
To think what amendments will be used seem to be at the top of the list.
There will be other things discussed but I want the public to know that we are not anybody on this counsel.
And nobody on the staff is not just letting this go by.
We are all very concerned with losing local control at Charter County.
Will report back how that went.
I would just ask you to sign.
I've been to Miller Lake more times than I can count.
I met a lot of the people there.
I watched the situation across the street with the professional center and I am really uncomfortable with the St. John's water management District or Florida – whoever is making the decisions to ship more of the water across the street to Noah – I think correctly, they will be flooded forever.
They've already – it may not be in their houses.
I don't know how many it takes to get St. John's attention.
But they've lost more than half their properties and they are still taxing them for.
I agree with them when I hear them say they need to object to the permit.
So I would like to talk with you and whoever you assign George can you set me up with somebody from St. John's?
I could call Mike knowing well.

>> Yeah we can put it together – we've been dealing with the engineer that was over that program and actually attends another roundtable flood committee.

>> They get all of that and put people together.
I think there is a difference of opinion from engineers.
I actually made note of what he said as far as he had his own engineer Mr. Hill, I would like to find out who that is and talk to them because when our engineers looked at it, it looked like they were trying to make an effort to get the whole water back.
That necessarily put more eventually, the overflow is always going to be to the lowest point and that is Miller Lake.
The attempt was to do a better job at holding some of the water up and that is okay.
I like to hear why they are going to have their opinion.
I will also tell you as a update that been met with the department of transportation and the city of Deberry and the key to any safety valve for Miller Lake is going to be where you can pump it to we know last time Deberry helped take the water out of the system and went to their borrow pit but of course the limiting factors as the capacity of the borrow pit.
The Department of Transportation at least in the initial meetings is looking at helping with design and eventually help with construction but the idea of getting a line from that borrow pit to the river also St. John's cooperation to do that to be able to use that is a big step that we've been working on.
And while they're working on that and parallel would be to have a means to bypass a lot of the Deberry system and get it either to that retention pond quicker.
The borrow pit quicker or may be directly to – but again it is also going to depend on St. John's allowing the permit to operate it when the river is up.
So that is another part of the whole process.
But we are working, the person asks so they didn't see the study.
That actually includes Miller Lake.
Separately as part of the larger hikes I assume the same thing.
A name she wouldn't have recognized as a network.
As I think they listen to this at the end of the meeting.

>> With that I just wish everybody a happy Thanksgiving and we will adjourn at 10:02 PM.



