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Sec. 50-370. Purpose and intent.
(a)	The purpose and intent of this division is to promote water wise practices by establishing standards for the development, installation, and maintenance of landscape irrigation systems without inhibiting creative landscape design, construction and management. 
(b)	The water wise irrigation standards set forth herein are designed to conserve local water supplies and minimize adverse effects on Florida's natural systems. 
(c)	The quality of Florida's surface and ground water is adversely affected by irrigation runoff and leachate. Improper landscape irrigation design, construction, and management contributes to nonpoint source pollution that affects ground and surface water quality. 
(d)	This division establishes water wise landscape irrigation standards and encourages the use of Florida Friendly landscaping practices. Water wise landscape irrigation standards promote efficient water use, minimize polluted runoff, and utilize water conservation components and equipment. The Florida Friendly landscape concept is based on the principles of the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods (FYN) and Environmental Landscape Management (ELM) programs operated by the University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service, the Xeriscape programs of the state's water management districts, and practices identified in the Green Industries Best Management Practices for Protection of Water Resources in Florida (2002), as amended. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-371. Authority and applicability.
(a)	This division is adopted by the County of Volusia under its police power and charter authority to adopt minimum standards for environmental protection. 
(b)	These provisions shall be the minimum standards for irrigation systems applicable to landscape irrigation systems within the unincorporated and incorporated areas of the county. 
(c)	These provisions apply to new irrigation system installations on individual parcels and within entire subdivisions, head replacement on existing irrigation systems, expansion of irrigation systems and substantial irrigation system modification. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-372. Exemptions.
The following are exempted from the provisions of this division: 
(1)	Hand watering and portable sprinklers; 
(2)	Bona fide agricultural use; 
(3)	Golf course play areas and specialized athletic fields, provided however, the remainder of any such property shall comply with the requirements of this division. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-373. Requirements for efficient irrigation.
(a)	System design. Irrigation systems shall be designed, constructed, and permitted to include: 
(1)	Automatic irrigation controllers, when utilized, shall contain a functional rain sensor device, capable of being set to one minute run times, and battery backup capability to retain programming in the event of a power failure; 
(2)	A rain sensor placed on a stationary structure, free and clear of any overhead obstructions and above the height of the sprinkler coverage; 
(3)	Equipment with check valves used in low-lying areas to prevent low head drainage; 
(4)	Backflow prevention methods and other provisions prescribed in section 74-42; 
(5)	Irrigation design with the appropriate uniformity for the type of plant being grown and for the type of soil; 
(6)	Irrigation system equipment installed as designed; 
(7)	Irrigation zones divided according to: available flow rate, vegetated groupings (i.e., turf, shrubs, native plants, etc.), sprinkler types (i.e., sprinklers with matching precipitation rates), and soil characteristics; 
(8)	Spray heads and rotors not mixed in same zone; 
(9)	Distribution equipment in a given zone having matched precipitation rates; 
(10)	Application rates that avoid runoff and permit uniform water infiltration into the soil, considering land slope, soil hydraulic properties, vegetative ground cover, and prevailing winds; 
(11)	A minimum separation of four inches between distribution equipment and pavement; 
(12)	A minimum separation of 12 inches between distribution equipment and buildings and other vertical structures; 
(13)	No direct spray onto walkways, buildings, roadways, and drives; 
(14)	Lawn spray patterns providing head to head coverage; 
(15)	Water conveyance systems with a flow velocity of five feet per second or less; 
(16)	Pipelines designed to provide the system with the appropriate pressure required for maximum irrigation uniformity; 
(17)	Pressure regulating heads; and 
(18)	A maintenance checklist provided to the property owner by the irrigation contractor accompanied by a recommended maintenance schedule, proper irrigation system settings according to season, recommendations for checking rain sensor device, filter cleaning recommendations and information on the current water restrictions. 
(b)	System layout and native vegetation retention. Irrigation systems shall comply with the following requirements: 
(1)	A high volume irrigation area shall not exceed 50 percent of the landscaped area. Low or medium volume irrigation areas may be utilized in lieu of any high volume irrigation area. 
(2)	A medium volume irrigation area shall not exceed 25 percent of the landscaped area. However, the landscaped area may contain up to 75 percent medium volume irrigation area, if no high volume irrigation area is utilized on site. 
(3)	A low volume irrigation area may be utilized for an entire landscaped area with the exception of native vegetation areas regulated by subsection 50-373(b)(4). 
(4)	In the alternative to subsections 50-373(b)(1)), (2), and (3) above, if 25 percent of the pre-existing native vegetation is retained on site, the remaining 75 percent of the landscaped area may be a high volume irrigation area. For all pre-existing native vegetation retained on a parcel: 
a.	No supplemental water shall be applied to the native vegetation area; 
b.	Only hand pruning of native vegetation is allowed; 
c.	Mechanical mowing or clearing is prohibited. 
(c)	System operation flows. Systems shall dispense no more water than provided in section 50-314. 
(d)	Irrigation system operation and maintenance.
(1)	Irrigation systems shall be operated properly and in compliance with section 50-314 and this section. 
(2)	All automatic controllers shall be programmed to the appropriate level of water conservation set forth in section 50-314. 
(3)	Irrigation systems shall be maintained to meet the requirements of this section. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04; Ord. No. 2009-16, § II, 5-21-09)
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Sec. 50-374. Irrigation system design guidelines.
The director shall create educational and design guidelines including best management practices, Florida Friendly landscape techniques and water wise principles. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-375. Municipal enforcement.
(a)	The Volusia County Health Department shall administer the provisions of this division countywide unless a municipality has entered into an interlocal agreement with the county transferring administration to the municipality. 
(b)	Nothing herein prevents a municipality from enacting and enforcing additional regulations that are not inconsistent with this division. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-376. Permitting and fees.
(a)	Permitting process.
(1)	Permit required. Prior to the installation, expansion, or substantial modification of an irrigation system, an owner/contractor or irrigation contractor shall obtain a valid permit from the permitting authority. A licensed contractor may obtain the permit if it is part of a building permit. 
(2)	Permit approval.
a.	Action shall be taken on any complete permit application within 30 days of complete submittal. 
b.	Any permit issued may specify terms and conditions of approval. 
c.	A valid permit must be properly displayed at the job site prior to commencement of work. 
d.	A permit is valid for a period of six months from date of its issuance. The permitting authority may at its discretion extend this time limit for any reasonable period of time not to exceed an additional six months. 
(3)	Permit denial. The permitting authority shall notify an applicant of permit denial. Notice shall state the grounds for rejection. 
(4)	Suspension or revocation of permit. A permit may be suspended or revoked by the permitting authority if any irrigation system installation is found in violation of the permit, Florida law, Florida Administrative Code, this division, any applicable municipal ordinance or any of the following: 
a.	Material misstatement or misrepresentation in the application for a permit; 
b.	Failure to comply with the conditions set forth in the permit; 
c.	Disregard or violation of this article or any rule or regulation promulgated by the council; 
d.	Aiding and abetting another person in the violation of this article or any rule or regulation promulgated by the council pursuant hereto; 
e.	Failure to pay the required permit fee; and/or 
f.	Construction or installation of an irrigation system that would have deleterious effects on the quality of ground water supplies in the county. 
(5)	Self-certification. 
a.	Contractors shall be accountable for proper installation and compliance through self-certification. The permitting authority shall conduct an adequate number of random inspections to ensure compliance of each contractor. 
b.	An irrigation contractor or owner/contractor must submit a completed and endorsed checklist on a form provided by the permitting authority, accompanied by an as-built sketch of the irrigation system, to the permitting authority and the property owner within 30 days of irrigation system completion, permit expiration, or with any request for final inspection. 
c.	Irrigation contractor certificates may be refused, suspended or revoked for any material misrepresentation of information in the as-built sketch. 
(6)	Certificate of occupancy. No certificate of occupancy shall be issued until: 
a.	A complete, self-certification checklist and as-built sketch have been submitted and accepted by the permitting authority; and 
b.	The permitting authority has conducted any required final inspection. 
(b)	Fees. A fee schedule may be adopted to fund this program. 
(c)	Late permit fees or charges. If a permit fee is not paid within 30 days after notification, future permits will not be issued until all fees are paid. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-377. Penalty.
Violations of this division may result in: 
(1)	Suspension or revocation of irrigation system permits pursuant to section 74-39(i); 
(2)	Refusal, suspension or revocation of irrigation contractor certificates of competency pursuant to subsection 74-36(j); 
(3)	Refusal, suspension or revocation of irrigation contractor certificates of competency for a material misrepresentation of information on an as-built sketch; and 
(4)	The imposition of penalties pursuant to section 1-7. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Sec. 50-378. Appeals.
Denial, suspension, or revocation of irrigation system permits by the Volusia County Health Department may be appealed to the development review committee (DRC) pursuant to appendix A, subsection 101.02(d) of the Volusia County Land Development Code. DRC decision is final administrative action. 
(Ord. No. 2004-05, § II, 5-20-04)
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Secs. 50-379—50-390. Reserved.
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