Environment and Natural Resources Advisory Committee (ENRAC)
Annual Report 2024

Introduction
ENRAC was created on July 19, 2022, by Resolution 2022-096 with the purpose to: “Work with the professional staff of Volusia County in recommending minimum standards for the protection of the environment under applicable provisions of the Volusia County Charter, and for making recommendations on the corresponding implementing ordinance”.
Original members were appointed to two-year terms on September 6, 2022. Those terms expired September 30, 2024. Two incumbents (Alex Zelenski and Suzanne Scheiber) did not wish to be reappointed. 
New appointments to the committee occurred at the September 3, 2024, and October 1, 2025, County Council meetings. The new appointments included 11 incumbents and three new members (Tom Burbank, John Jeronimo, and Michelle Widick).
Current Committee Members




Melissa Lammers, Chair
Jessica Gow, Esq., Vice Chair
Wendy B. Anderson
Donna Brosemer
Tom Burbank
Bob Fitzsimmons
John L. Hoblick
E. Bliss Jamison
John Jeronimo, FAIA
Bill Lites
Tyler J. Malmborg
Saralee Morrissey
Jack Surrette
Michelle Widick


Meeting Schedule
The Committee agreed to continue meeting monthly on the first Wednesday from 1-4 p.m. ENRAC met monthly in 2024 except for January, May, and August, where the meetings were canceled for various reasons.
Committee Work and Recommendations
The Committee spent two meetings (February and March) continuing their review and discussion of the Tree Protection Standards, which they identified as a top priority to complete within 2024.
In March 2024, the County Council directed ENRAC to focus on stormwater management. With this charge, the Committee reviewed Chapter 72 Stormwater Management standards at four meetings (April, June, July, and December), and provided recommendations to staff. Recommended changes to the Stormwater Management standards are expected to be heard at the Planning and Land Development Regulation Commission (PLDRC) in February 2025. The delay between July and December was due largely to the review and discussion of Low Impact Development (LID) standards.
Voluntary and incentivized LID standards within the Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 72 Land Planning Code, and a new LID Guidance Manual were brought forward to the Committee for review and discussion at three meetings (September, October, and November). The Committee forwarded the LID documents with recommended changes to the November 21, 2024 PLDRC meeting. The PLDRC voted to forward the LID standards to County Council with a recommendation of approval, including the removal of density bonuses as an incentive, and a request for the Council to consider a hybrid approach to LID whereby some elements are mandatory, and others are incentivized. The hybrid approach was originally recommended by ENRAC at the October 17, 2023 County Council meeting.
Conclusion
At the December 4, 2024 meeting, in addition to the final recommendations on Chapter 72 Stormwater Management standards, the Committee discussed potential topics for their 2025 work plan based on current events, earlier Council direction, and the needs of the community. These topics will be prioritized in January for their 2025 work plan. The Committee believes they represent a well-intentioned, educated, informed, and diverse set of opinions and expertise. Any recommendations that the Committee presents to the County Council represent hours of technical review, professional staff recommendations, and committee discussion. The committee believes that their work is important and that they can make recommendations that balance development and the environment through innovative practices that lessen the impact of development while preserving natural resources and improving the quality of life for present and future generations.
